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Select  Committee  Under  H.  Res.  288. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Tuesday^  April  7,  1908. 

The  conmiittee  met  at  11.15  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Olmsted. 

The  CH:AiR:&f:A:N.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

The  committee  regret  to  announce  that  we  were  informed  by  Mr. 
Olmsted  last  night  that  his  little  daughter's  illness  has  developed 
into  pneumonia,  and  he  had  to  leave  last  night.  He  telephoned  me 
this  morning  that  he  was  up  with  her  the  balance  of  the  ni^ht  and 
that  they  were  very  anxious  and  solicitous  about  her  condition.  It 
is  impossible  for  him  to  be  here  to-day.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
examination  of  the  witness  who  is  now  on  the  stand,  therefore,  the 
conunittee  will  then  take  an  adjournment  until  half  past  2  o'clock 
to-morrow,  Wednesday,  afternoon. 

TESnUOHY  OF  BOBEKT  G.  SKEBBETT— Secalled. 

Tbe  Chairman.  Mr.  Howard  will  present  interrogatories  to  this 
'witness  propounded  by  Mr.  Thurston,  counsel  for  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Roat  C<Mnpany. 

By  Mr.  Howard. 
Q*  Do  you  know  the  difference  in  size — ^that  is,  in   length,   dis- 
plaoement,  diameter,  etc. — ^as  between  the  Octopus  and  the  Lake  which 
participated  in  the  tests  held  under  the  law  of  1907  ? — ^A.  Not  from 
memory;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  in  American  waters  any  other  sub- 
marine now  constructed  or  under  construction,  aside  from  the  sub- 
marines constructed  for  the  Navy  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  ex- 
oept  the  one  boat  Lake^  owned  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany?— A.  Not  within  my  knowledge. 

O^  Do  you  know  about  the  time  the  LaJce  was  completed  ? — A.  She 
^^^as  launched  in  February,  1906.  My  impression  is  that  she  was 
finished  before  July.    That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  The  Octoptis  having  been  completed  and  offered  for  test  during 
the  spring  of  1907,  state  as  to  whether  or  not  between  the  time  of 
the  completion  of  the  Lake  and  of  the  Octoj>us  any  advance  or  im- 
provement had  been  made  in  submarine  design  and  construction. — 
A.  I  should  imagine  so,  yes;  I  can  not  state  positively,  but  as  I 
honld  imagine  so,  as  the  urt  is  a  very  progressive  one. 

Q.  Taking  as  a  fact  that  the  submarine  Lake  is  about  80  feet  in 
length  and  220  tons  displacement,  and  that  the  submarine  Octopus 
Ls  about  105  feet  in  length  and  274  tons  displacement,  is  it  or  is  it 
not  expected  that  the  smaller  boat  Lake  could  compete  in  point  of 
surface  or  submerged  speed  with  the  Octopus? — A.  No;  I  should 
think  not,  upon  those  figures. 
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Q.  And  taking  it  for  granted  that  each  one  of  these  boats  was  sup- 
plied with  engines  and  power  in  proportion  to  her  size,  could  it  be 
expected  that  in  any  trial  test  the  smaller  boat  could  show  the  same 
speed  as  ought  to  be  shown  by  the  larger  boat,  the  Octopus? — ^A. 
That  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  model  of  the  vessel,  the  man- 
ner in  which  she  was  formed. 

Q.  In  competing  for  the  purpose  of  showing  which  type  or  class 
of  boats  was  the  most  desiraole,  would  it  not  be  fair  and  customary 
to  allow  a  speed  handicap  to  the  smaller  boat? — ^A.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  should  say  so. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  could  the  Lake  Company  make  good  its 
guaranty  of  equal  or  greater  speed  than  that  of  the  Octopus  as  set 
forth  in  the  bids  submitted  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
under  the  act  of  1907  ? — ^A.  I  could  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  bids  submitted  for  the  construction 
of  submarmes  under  the  act  of  1907,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany guaranteed  greater  speed,  boat  for  boat,  length  for  length,  ton- 
nage against  tonnage,  than  were  the  guaranties  oi  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

Q.  If  such  is  the  case,  in  your  judgment,  would  there  be  any  doubt 
about  the  Lake  Company  being  able  to  make  good  its  guaranty  in 
that  respect? — A.  As  I  have  said  before,  it  would  depend  entirely 
upon  the  model  of  the  boat,  whether  she  offered  more  resistance  or 
less  resistance;  it  is  a  question  of  form. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the  bids  submitted  by  the  two 
companies  under  the  law  of  1907,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's 
bids  averaged  $320.77  less  per  ton  for  boats  of  relatively  the  same 
size,  power,  and  speed,  than  the  boats  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany f— A.  I  have  seen  that  in  print;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  judgment,  are  boats  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  of 
the  type  of  the  Octopus  worth  more  per  ton  than  the  boats  of  the  same 
size,  power,  and  speed  of  the  Lake  type? — ^A.  I  should  not  say  so. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  merits  of  a  boat  of 
the  Octofus  type,  and  a  boat  of  the  improved  Lake  type  of  equal 
length,  displacement,  and  power? — ^A.  I  should  prefer  the  Lake  boat. 

Q.  Would  there  be  any  difference  in  equipping  a  boat  of  the  Lake 
type  of  the  relative  length  and  displacement  of  the  Octovus  with  suf- 
ficient engine  and  motive  power  to  enable  her  to  successruUy  compete 
in  the  matter  of  speed? — A.  If  the  boat  were  built  much  after  the 
model  that  has  been  specially  referred  to  of  the  Lake  Company,  they 
would  have  to  put  in  a  good  deal  more  power  to  attain  the  same  speed 
of  the  boats  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  If  boats  of  these  two  types  were  equipped  with  engines  and 
motors  of  equal  power,  in  your  judgment,  which  would  develop  the 
greater  speed? — A.  If  they  maintain  the  same  form  at  all,  I  should 
say  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  a  general  way  of  the  submarine  the  Lake  Com- 
pany is  now  under  contract  to  build  for  the  United  States? — A.  Not 
other  than  the  agreement  contract  in  the  testimony  before  the  com- 
mittee 

.  Q.  if  in  this  contract  the  Lake  Company  undertakes  to  build  a 
boat  of  greater  power  and  speed  than  any  now  owned  by  the  United 
States  or  under  contract,  is  it,  or  is  it  not,  your  opinion  that  the  Lake 
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Company  can  make  good  this  guaranty  of  such  greater  speed? — A.  I 
can  not  answer  that. 

Q.  Is  there  any  reason  why  equal  engine  and  motive  power  can  not 
be  installed  in  a  Lake  boat  of  the  same  length  and  displacement  as  a 
boat  of  the  Holland  type? — ^A.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  engine 
can  not  be  installed  in  there;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Which  would  be,  in  your  judgment,  the  superior  boat,  most  use- 
ful and  effective  in  naval  warfare,  both  defensive  and  offensive  of  the 
submarine  type — ^the  Holland  diving  type  or  the  Lake  boat  of  the 
Lake  even-keel  type,  provided  that  tney  were  practically  of  the  same 
length,  displacement,  and  motive  power? — A.  I  am  an  advocate  of 
the  even-keel  type  of  boat. 

Q.  Will  you"  read  the  following  comparative  analysis  of  the  test 
trials  between  the  Octopus  and  the  LaJce  presented  by  me  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Xavy,  the  correctness  of  which  has  never  been  chal- 
lenged, and  give  me  your  opinion  as  to  which  boat  showed  superior 
qualities^  except  in  the  one  matter  of  speed  ? 

The  CnAiR3£AN.  The  witness  will  read  the  part  referred  to. 

I  call  yimr  attention  to  what  I  consider  is  a  remarkable  showing  which  the 
small  l)oat,  the  Lake,  made  against  its  more  powerful,  and  more  uKxlem  rival, 
the  Oi'topus: 

"  First.  The  si>eed  of  the  Lake  under  all  conditions  as  compared  with  the 
<trtoifU9  was  7  or  7|  to  10,  and  a  boat  of  the  Lake  type  of  the  same  size  of  the 
OvtopHs  iu  all  probability  would  have  shown  as  great  speed  as  the  Octopus; 
and  <*on8ideriDg  the  difference  in  the  size  of  the  boat  it  can  fairly  be  said  that 
no  advantage  Is  shown  in  favor  of  the  Octopus.  And  again  the  Lake  Company's 
bids  guarantee  as  to  all  sizes  of  boats  built  for,  as  you  will  discover  by  ciire- 
ful  comparison,  greater  speed  than  the  boats  bid  for  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Company. 

"  Second.  From  the  structural  standpoint  both  types  seem  to  receive  equal 
and  unreserved  approval  bj'  your  board.  Nor  is  there  any  criticism  of  any 
kind  as  to  the  relative  general  plans  as  between  the  two  types. 

"  Third.  The  Octopus  did  not  make  the  deep-sea  test  of  200  feet  submergence 
at  any  time  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  tests,  as  limited  by  Congress.  What 
it  may  have  done  in  this  resiiect  we  are  not  advised.  But  the  Lake  did  per- 
form the  submergence  with  its  crew  on  board  to  a  depth  of  135  feet,  the  lowest 
depth  obtainable  for  such  tests  within  the  waters  specified  where  the*  tests 
would  be  conducted. 

••  Fourth.  Both  boats  seemed  to  have  failed  in  some  measure  in  the  torpedo- 
firing  teet,  but  it  would  seem  that  the  failure  of  the  Octopus  was  almost  a  total 
one  from  every  standpoint;  and  the  Lake  was  fairly  successful,  except  for  an 
accident  in  the  timing  of  the  third  torpedo,  and  that  apparently  appliances  and 
devices  of  the  Lake  Company  for  loading  and  discharging  torpedoes  are  superior 
to  those  of  the  Octopus. 

**  F^fth.  The  twenty-four  hour  test  was  successfully  performed  by  both  boats 
with  crews  on  board,  but  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  crew  of  the 
Lake  was  much  better  at  its  expiration  than  it  was  in  the  case  of  the  Octopus. 

"  Sixth.  The  advantage  was  with  the  Lake  In  its  surface  tests.  At  least  in 
this  respect:  In  action  its  hull  was  entirely  submerged,  so  that  nothing  was 
left  but  the  conning  tower  as  a  target  for  the  enemy,  while  the  bow  of  the 
Octopus  in  similar  condition  projected  about  4  feet  above  the  water  and  pre- 
sented a  much  greater  and  more  dangerous  target. 

"Seventh.  The  evolutions  of  the  both  boats  in  circling,  etc.,  were  very 
similar.  The  Lake  boat  on  the  whole  making  a  circle  of  less  diameter :  but  this 
it  was  stated  was  to  be  expected  on  account  of  the  greater  length  and  size  of 
the  Octopus. 

**  Eighth.  The  diving  performances,  retuniing  to  the  surface,  and  all  minor 
maneuvers  Included  in  the  tests  were  apparently  upon  an  equality  with  refer- 
ence to  time,  accuracy,  speed,  etc.  The  Lake  encountered  some  difficulty  In 
44>tatning  an  exact  submergence  depth,  when  at  a  high  speed,  but  this  was  on 
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account  of  minor  defects  readily  eliminated  under  the  plans  submitted  by  the 
I^alce  Company,    (This  has  since  been  corrected.) 

"  Ninth.  The  steering  apparatus  of  the  Octopus  appears  to  have  been  more 
modem  in  design,  and  probably  superior  to  that  of  the  Lake,  and  in  some  few 
minor  details  its  superiority  may  appear  to  exist,  but  this  can  also  be  readily 
eliminated  in  constructing  the  new  boats  under  the  I^ke  Company's  plans  and 
specifications. 

"  Tenth.  What  appears  to  me  to  be  a  marked  superiority  of  the  Lake  boat  Is 
the  device  of  Its  diving  chamber,  which  seems  to  have  demonstrated  Its  practi- 
cability and  usefulness  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  board,  and  which  not 
only  Is  a  greater  guaranty  to  the  safety  of  the  crew  than  Is  furnished  by  the 
Octopus f  but  also  should  prove  of  very  great  advantage  In  time  of  naval  warfare 
In  exploring  harbors,  in  placing  and  removing  mines,  In  cutting  or  reestablish- 
ing cable  connections,  etc." 

Q.  Now,  I  will  read  the  question  ag^ain.  Will  you  read  the  follow- 
ing comparative  analysis  of  the  test  trials  between  the  Octopus  and 
the  Lake,  presented  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  has  never  been  challenged,  and  give  me  your  opin- 
ion as  to  which  boat  showed  superior  qualities,  except  in  the  one 
matter  of  speed? — A.  May  I  answer  that  in  the  aggregate,  so  to 
speak,  or  take  each  one  of  those  items? 

Q.  I  can  only  aid  you^erhaps,  by  repeating  the  question.  (Last 
question  repeated.) — A.  Tnen,  1  shall  take  them  up  in  their  order. 

First.  The  siieed  of  the  Lake  under  all  conditions,  as  compared  with  the 
Octopus,  was  7  or  7i  to  10,  and  a  boat  of  the  Lake  type  of  the  same  size  of  the 
Octopus  In  all  probability  would  have  shown  as  great  speed  as  the  Octopus; 
and  considering  the  difference  In  the  size  of  the  boat  it  can  fairly  be  said  that 
no  advantage  Is  shown  In  favor  of  the  Octopus.  And,  again,  the  Lake  com- 
pany's bids  guarantee  as  to  all  sizes  of  boats  built  for,  as  you  will  discover  by 
careful  comparison,  greater  si)eed  than  the  boats  bid  for  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Company. 

That  is  a  question  that  the  Lake  company  will  have  to  stand  for. 
So  far  as  my  own  judgment  goes,  if  the  Octopus  was  7  or  7^  to  10 
as  regards  tlie  Lake  boat,  that  gave  them  the  distinct  advantage  in 
the  actual  performance  of  the  Octopus^  and  probably  if  the  Lake 
boat  had  been  of  corresponding  displacement  it  would  have  made  a 
very  much  better  showing;  whether  it  would  have  made  a  showing 
equal  I  can  not  say. 

Second.  From  the  structural  standpoint  both  types  seem  to  receive  equal  and 
unreserved  approval  by  your  board.  Nor  Is  there  any  criticism  of  any  kind  as 
to  the  relative  general  plans  as  between  the  two  types. 

As  I  do  not  know  the  structural  get-up  of  the  Octopus^  I  can  not 
answer  that. 

Third.  The  Octopus  did  not  make  the  deep-sea  test  of  200  feet  submergence 
at  any  time  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  tests,  as  limited  by  Congress.  What 
It  may  have  done  in  this  resi)ect  we  are  not  advised.  But  the  Lake  did  per- 
form the  submergence,  with  its  crew  on  board,  to  a  depth  of  135  feet,  the  lowest 
depth  obtainable  for  such  tests  within  the  waters  specified  where  the  tests 
would  be  conducted. 

I  should  say  that  that  was  the  individual  faith  that  the  Lake  com- 

Sany  had  in  their  own  construction  in  risking  their  lives  in  going 
own  to  that  depth.    That  is  all  that  that  proves,  to  my  mind. 

Fourth.  Both  boats  seemed  to  have  failed  In  some  measure  In  the  torpedo- 
flriug  test,  but  It  would  seem  that  the  failure  of  the  Octopus  was  almost  a 
total  one  from  every  standpoint;  and  the  Lake  was  fairly  successful,  except 
for  an  accident  in  the  timing  of  the  third  torpedo,  and  that  apparently  appli- 
ances and  devices  of  the  Lake  company  for  loading  and  discharging  torpedoes 
are  superior  to  those  of  the  Octopus, 
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If  the  performance  of  the  torpedo-firing  test  rested  upon  superior- 
ity of  appliances  and  the  Lake  company  did  do  better  than  the  Octo- 
pu8^  then,  in  that  particular,  I  should  say  the  Lake  boat  was  better. 

Fifth.  The  twenty-four  hour  test  was  succesBfuUy  performed  by  both  boats, 
with  crews  on  board,  but  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  crew  of  the 
Lake  was  much  l)etter  at  its  expiration  than  it  was  in  the  case  of  the  Octopus, 

In  that  particular,  those  being  the  facts,  I  should  say  that  the  Lake 
had  that  advantage;  it  was  better. 

Sixth.  The  advantage  was  with  the  Lake  in  its  surface  testa  At  least  in 
this  respect:  In  action  its  hull  was  entirely  submerged,  so  that  nothing  was 
left  but  the  conning  tower  as  a  target  for  the  enemy,  while  the  bow  of  the 
Octopus  in  similar  condition  projected  about  4  feet  above  the  water  and  pre- 
sented a  much  greater  and  more  dangerous  target 

The  facts  being  as  stated  there,  the  Octojyus^  when  exposed  to  gun 
fire,  would  probably  have  been  more  seriously  damaged  than  tie 

Seventh.  The  evolutions  of  both  boats  in  circling,  etc.,  were  very  similar. 
The  I^ke  boat  on  the  whole  making  a  circle  of  less  diameter,  but  this,  it  was 
stated,  was  to  be  expected  on  account  of  the  greater  length  and  size  of  the 
Octopus. 

That  is  only  natural.  If  you  have  a  larger  boat,  she  requires  a 
larger  circle  in  which  to  turn.  Probably  if  the  Lake  boat  had  been 
as  large  as  the  Octopus  she  would  have  had  the  same  turning  circle, 
approximately.     I  can  not  see  that  there  is  any  advantage  there. 

Eighth.  The  diving  performances,  returning*  to  the  surface,  and  all  minor 
maneavers  included  in  the  tests  were  apparently  upon  an  equality  with  refer- 
ence to  time,  accuracy,  speed,  etc.  The  Lake  encountered  some  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining an  exact  submergence  depth  when  at  a  high  speed,  but  this  was  on  ac- 
count of  minor  defects  readUy  eliminated  under  the  plans  submitted  by  the 
Lake  company.     (This  has  since  been  corrected.) 

If  I  understand  by  this  parenthetical  remark  that  that  has  been 
corrected,  that  the  Lake  is  working  as  she  was  designed  to  work,  then 
I  can  not  see  that  there  is  any  difference,  except  that  one  is  working 
on  an  even  keel  and  one  is  working  with  an  angle  of  inclination,  and 
under  normal  circumstances  I  think  the  even-keel  boat  is  the  better. 

Nhith.  The  steering  apparatus  of  the  Octopus  appears  to  have  been  more 
modem  in  design,  and  probably  superior  to  that  of  the  Lake,  and  in  some  f^w 
minor  details  its  superiority  may  appear  to  exist,  but  this  can  also  be  readily 
eliminated  in  constructing  the  new  boats  under  the  Lake  company's  plans  and 
specifications. 

Judging  the  boat  by  what  she  was,  she  was  not  equal  to  the  Octopus. 
If  they  can  change  it  so  that  she  is,  it  is  equality. 

Tenth.  What  appears  to  me  to  be  a  marked  superiority  of  the  Lake  boat  is 
the  device  of  its  diving  chamber,  which  seems  to  have  demonstrated  its  prac- 
ticability and  usefulness  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  board,  and  which 
not  only  is  a  greater  guaranty  to  the  safety  of  the  crew  than  is  furnished  by 
the  Octopus,  but  also  should  prove  of  very  great  advantage  in  time  of  naval 
warfare  in  exploring  harbors,  in  placing  and  removing  mines,  in  cutting  or 
reestablish  lag  cable  connections,  etc. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  safety  features  are  with  which  the  Octopus 
is  fitted,  and  I  can  not  make  any  comparison  on  that  basis.  I  only 
know  it  has  been  printed  in  the  public  press  that  they  have  a  helmet 
with  a  chemical  m  a  little  cylinder  that  by  the  edialation  of  the 
breath,  the  moisture  of  the  breath,  produces  this  oxygen  which  supplies 
the  necessary  air  so  long  as  the  head  is  confined  in  that  helmet,  and 
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the  idea  being  that  if  a  vessel  is  sunk,  by  opening  some  of  the  hatches 
after  those  things  have  been  put  on,  that  the  crew  will  come  to  the 
surface.  If  they  can  do  that,  it  is  a  very  admirable  feature,  and 
probably  gives  them  a  measure  of  safety  that  did  not  exist  before. 
So  far  as  the  Lake  boats  are  concerned,  the  diving  compartment  pro- 
vides that  in  a  way,  but  it  also  requires  somethmg  quite  similar  to 
the  Holland  boat  in  order  to  enable  the  man  after  leaving  the  diving 
chamber  to  come  to  the  surface  in  safety.  Whether  the  diving  com- 
partment offers  a  better  chance  of  getting  out  under  circimistances 
where  the  hull  itself  is  pierced  or  not,  would  depend  entirely  upon 
the  nature  of  the  damage.  If  it  is  a  case  of  where  vessels  have  simply 
gone  to  the  bottom  through  negative  buoyancy,  I  think  that  probably 
the  diving  compartment  offers  the  better  way  of  getting  out. 

Now,  as  to  tne  military  feature  of  it,  that  I  know  has  been  ex- 
amined by  a  board  of  military  officers  and  reported  upon  very  favor- 
ably, and,  personally,  I  consider  that  a  very  valuable  feature  from  a 
military  and  naval  point  of  view,  and  in  that  feature  I  think  the 
Lake  boat  is  superior  to  the  Holland  boat.     I  think  that  is  all,  sir. 

Q.  From  this  analysis,  would  a  Lake  boat  of  equal  length,  dis- 
placement, and  motive  power,  in  your  judgment,  be  inferior  to  the 
Octopus^  or  a  boat  of  her  type? — A.  I  sjfiould  say  not. 

Q.  Is  there  any  submarine  in  American  waters  or  under  constric- 
tion, except  the  boats  manufactured  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
and  of  the  diving  or  Tlolland  type,  that  could  be  offered  for  competi- 
tive test  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  next  October? — A.  No  boat  that 
I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  submarine  boat 
Lake  has  recently  been  tested  by  a  naval  board  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  that  this  board  has  reported  in  substance 
that  the  minor  defects  shown  in  the  use  of  the  hydroplanes  have 
been  corrected,  and  that  the  action  of  these  hydroplanes  is  now  most 
satisfactory? — A.  Only  so  far  as  the  New  ifork  Herald  announced 
the  fact  after  the  vessel  had  made  the  run. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  board  thus  appointed  now 
finds  that  the  submerged  runs  of  the  Lake  show  less  degrees  of  vari- 
ation in  depth  in  submerged  runs  than  did  the  Octopus  in  any  of 
her  trial  tests? — ^A.  Only  so  far  as  the  public  press  has  given  me 
that  information. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  boats  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  submitted  under  the  act  of  1907  averaged  $320.77 
per  ton  less  than  those  submitted  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and 
that  the  bids  of  the  Lake  company  |2:uaranteed  greater  speed  above 
surface  and  submerged  of  boats  or  similar  size  than  did  the  bids  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Cbmpany,  and  that  the  Lake  company  offered  in 
its  bids  to  meet  any  requirement  of  the  Government  as  to  furnishing 
bonds  or  security  for  the  fulfillment  of  any  contract  entered  into  if 
its  bids  or  any  of  them  were  accepted  ? — A.  I  only  have  knowledge 
of  that  so  far  as  the  statement  in  one  of  the  hearings  here — I  do  not 
know  whether  Admiral  Capps  submitted  it  or  not. 

Q.  If  the  pending  appropriation  bill  should  provide  that  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  submarines  should  be  expended  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acting  under  the  advice  of  his 
skilled  experts  in  the  construction  by  the  Government  or  in  the  con- 
struction under  contract,  of  such  latest  and  most  improved  type  of 
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submarines  as  ascertained  by  him  from  all  sources  of  information, 
foreign  and  domestic — do  you  believe  that  more  effective,  powerful, 
and  rormidable  submarines  can  be  secured  than  can  be  contracted  if 
the  award  is  limited  to  submarines  of  the  present  type  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States;  that  is,  the  so-called  Holland  or  diving  type 
of  submarine? — ^A.  I  think  that  open  competition  is  the  better  way 
of  securing  the  best  results. 

Q.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  left  free  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress  to  exercise  his  best  judgment  in  the  selection  of  types  and 
character  of  submarines  to  be  constructed  under  competitive  bids, 
is  it  or  is  it  not  your  judgment  that  the  Lake  company  can  make 
good  in  construction  any  guaranty  it  may  make  in  its  bids  whereby 
it  wiU  undertake  to  produce  submarines  of  greater  i)ower,  speed,  and 
naval  efficiency  than  any  submarine  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Octoptist — ^A.  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not 
l)e  able  to  produce  a  very  much  better  boat  than  anythmg  yet  pro- 
duced, I  can  not  tell  what  they  can  produce,  because  it  rests  entirely 
with  them,  their  responsibility,  but  I  see  no  reason  wliy  they  should 
not  meet  their  promises. 

Q.  What  foreign  governments  within  your  knowledge  have  now 
constructed  or  are  constructing,  submarines  of  the  even-keel  type  of 
submergence,  and  what  foreign  governments  within  your  knowledge 
are  now  constructing  submarines  of  the  so-called  diving  type? — A. 
France  is  building  even-keel  boats,  Germany  is  building  even-keel 
boats,  Italy  is  building  even-keel  boats,  Norway  and  Sweden  are 
building  even-keel  boats,  Russia  is  building  even-keel  boats,  Austria  is 
building  even-keel  boats,  and  the  latest  boats  of  the  British  navy  are 
said  to  he  even-keel  boats.  Whether  the  latest  boats  in  the  British 
navy  are  actually  even-keel  boats  I  can  not  positively  state.  I  do  not 
know  where  else  the  diving  boat  is  being  built,  except  what  I  have 
read  in  the  press,  and  that  is  to  the  effect  that  Austria  is  building 
boats  of  the  Vickers-Maxim  type,  or  Holland  type.  If  that  is  the  c;)se, 
then  they  are  building  diving  boats.  What  Russia  is  doing  in  the 
way  of  increasing  her  submarme  flotilla  since  she  bought  the  original 
Holland  boat  I  do  not  know,  but  as  far  as  my  information  goes  almost 
all  European  countries  are  building  what  they  call  the  even-keel 
boat. 

Q.  What,  if  any.  foreign  governments,  in  your  knowledge,  have, 
after  experiments  and  tests,  discarded  the  so-called  diving  type  in 
favor  of  the  even-keel  submarine?  And  do  you  know  and  can  you 
state  the  reasons  for  such  action? — A.  The  British  Government. 
Coinmander  Sueter,  of  the  royal  navy,  wrote  a  book  last  year  on  sub- 
marine navigation.  Commander  Sueter  was  the  first  commander  of 
the  British  submarine  Al»  This  is  what  Commander  Sueter  says 
about  the  British  na\'y  : 

In  this  country  our  submarines  are  now  more  nearlj^  approaching  the  sub- 
mersible type — that  is,  the  small  reserve  of  bouyancy  noticeal)le  in  the  surface- 
trim  condition  of  the  .4  class  has  been  largely  Increased  in  the  recent  designs ; 
also  hydroplanes  have  l)een  added  to  enable  the  boat  to  go  under  water  on  more 
<*t  an  even  keel  than  hitherto,  and  this  allows  of  an  increase  in  longitudinal 
stnbmty. 

Q.  Did  you  know  or  have  any  intimation  of  any  kind  or  character 
whatever  prior  to  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Lilley's  resohition  of  in- 
vestigation that  any  such  resohition  was  to  be  proposed  or  that  such 
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an  investigation  was  to  be  suggested  by  Mr.  Lilley  or  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  Congress? — A.  Absolutely  not. 

Q.  Have  any  submarines  constructed  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  for  any  foreign  government  been  rejected  by  such  govern- 
ment for  failure  to  make  good  the  guaranties  contained  in  its  con- 
tracts?— A.  Never  have  heard  of  any. 

Q.  In  the  Lake  boat  just  contracted  for  with  the  Government  the 
speed  is  to  be  1  knot  greater  than  the  latest  submarine  of  the  Electric* 
Boat  Company — when  premiums  were  in  force  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment was  it  customary  to  allow  a  greater  sum  for  the  Iqiot  above  the 
guaranteed  speed  than  the  penalty  for  the  knot  below? — A.  When 
the  bonus  practice  was  first  adopted  by  the  Navy  Department  it  was 
the  custom  to  penalize  at  the  rate  that  they  paid  the  bonus.  In  other 
words,  if  they  paid  at  the  rate  of  $25,000  a  quarter  knot  in  excess  of 
the  contract  they  penalized  at  the  rate  of  $25,000  for  failure  to  realize. 
As  the  speed  of  the  vessels  developed  it  was  realized  that  everything 
in  excess  of  the  contract  requirements  probably  called  for  greater  de- 
velopment of  horsepower  relatively  than  a  loss  of  horsepower  was 
represented  by  the  failure  to  realize.  On  the  basis  that  that  meant 
better  workmanship  and  higher  performances  and  more  cost,  the  Gov- 
ernment changed  its  policy  in  regard  to  that,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
Minneapolis  and  in  the  case  of  the  lowa^  that  I  can  recall  distinctly, 
the  penalty  was  half  the  bonus.  In  other  words,  if  they  paid  $25,000 
the  contractor  forfeited  $25,000  if  his  boat  failed  to  realize  within  a 
quarter  knot  of  the  required  speed.  If  it  made  a  quarter  of  a  knot 
over  the  required  speed,  they  would  pay  him  $50,000. 

The  Chairman.  Are  there  any  further  questions  to  be  asked  the 
witness? 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 
Q.  Mr.  Skerrett,  here  are  some  questions  that  are  propounded  by 
Mr.  Littleton,  for  the  Electric  Company.    In  vour  testimony  yester- 
day, in  answer  to  the  interrogatories  of  Mr.  Olmsted,  you  answered 
as  follows: 

That  was  the  article  on  submarines  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  United 
States  Artillery 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Olmsted).  What  was  the  subject  of  that  article? — X,  It  was 
called  the  limitation  of  the  diving  type. 

Q.  Did  It  have  reference  to  any  particular  boat? — A.  The  English  boat  and 
the  boats  of  the  United  States  service  and  the  Dutch  service. 

Q.  Both  the  Lake  and  the  Holland  type? — ^A.  No,  because  the  Lake  boat  is  not 
a  diving  boat. 

Q.  It  designates  the  Holland  boat? — ^A.  It  designates  the  so-called  Holland 
boat 

That  is  the  preliminary  to  the  question  by  Mr.  Littleton.  The  ques- 
tion says,  you  testified  yesterday  that  that  article  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  United  States  Artillery,  issue  of  November  and  De- 
cember, 1906,  contained  no  reference  to  the  Lake  boat,  did  you  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  marked  paragraph  at  the  bottom 
of  page  241,  and  to  the  picture  opposite  on  page  242,  tell  us  whether 
or  not  you  knew  that  the  boat  in  that  picture  called  the  Protector  was 
a  Lake  boat?  I  had  it  open  at  the  right  place,  241,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page,  and  on  page  242,  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  page.    Will 
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you  read  the  marked  spaoe  at  the  bottom  of  page  241  and  the  upper 
part  of  Page  242? — ^A.  (Witness  reading:) 

Model  No.  150  was  what  might  properly  be  termed  "an  approximate  Pro- 
tictor:'  (Fig.  9.)  It  win  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  photograph  of  the 
Protector  that  the  superstructure  of  that  vessel  rises  vertically  from  the  point 
of  nmximmn  horizontal  diameter  of  the  main,  spindle-shaped  hull,  and,  as  a 
result,  naturally  forms  a  complete  fairwater,  as  Naval  Constructor  Taylor  de- 
scribes it,  for  the  entire  upper  half  of  the  cigar-shaped  hull,  thereby  entirely  re- 
moving all  of  the  disturbing  influences  incident  to  that  troublesome  form  of 
main  body  necessary  to  boats  of  the  diving  type. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  know  what  that  Protector  was,  a  photograph  of 
which  is  in  that  same  book ;  was  that  one  of  the  Lake  boats  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  had  forgotten  that  fact. 

Q.  So  that  you  are  mistaken  in  your  answer  to  Mr.  Olmsted  ? — A.  I 
was. 

Q.  You  have  testified  that  with  the  exception  of  Naval  Constructor 
Taylor's  confidential  report  the  other  quotation  made  by  you  from 
confidential  reports  were  obtained  by  you  personally  from  officers  in 
the  Xavy  Department.  Calling  your  attention  to  the  marked  para- 
graph on  page  227  of  your  article  relating  to  a  confidential  report  by 
Lieutenant  Nelson,  and  refreshing  your  memory  from  these  para- 
graphs, can  you  not  now  say  from  what  officer  or  officers  you  obtained 
the  confidential  report  referred  to  by  you  ?  WUl  you  please  read  it 
and  answer  the  question? — A.  In  July  of  1904,  Mr.  Nelson,  then  a 
lieutenant,  made  some  diving  experiments  with  the  U.  S.  submarine 
Porpoise  in  the  sheltered  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay.  That  is,  in 
part,  the  result  : 

Having  noticed  frequently  tliat  wliile  running  on  the  surface  in  diving  trim 
the  boat's  natural  tendency  was  verj-  strong  to  dive  of  her  own  accord,  and  con- 
siderable rising  helm  was  required  to  hold  her  bow  up,  in  order  to  find  out 
wheUier  or  not  she  would  assume  a  dangerous  angle  if  allowed  to  follow  this 
teudency  we  put  the  diving  helm  at  zero  (standing  by  to  give  a  hard  rise  if  lier 
angle  became  too  great).  She  took  an  angle  of  7°  very  rapidly  and  went  down. 
The  angle  then  increased  very  slowly  up  to  8i  to  9°,  where  it  remained  until  she 
was  down  about  15  feet  by  the  gauge,  when  she  suddenly  started  to  right  herself 
and  rose  to  the  surface  at  an  angle  of  about  6  or  7°.  When  to  the  surface,  she 
dWed  again,  making  as  good  a  porpoise  dive  as  could  have  been  made  with  the 
hehn.  She  continued  making  these  dives,  one  after  another,  until  stopped  by  the 
hehn. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  that  report? — A.  I  really  do  not  remember, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Lieutenant  Nelson  personally  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  at  the  time  he  conducted  this  experiment  ? — 
A.  I  met  Sir.  Nelson  in  Newport  in  1903  and  1904. 

Q.  This  was  in  July,  1904;  where  were  you  employed  at  that 
tune? — ^A.  I  was  not  employed. 

Q.  You  had  left  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  had  not  been  employed  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany?—A.  I  was  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company. 

Q.  And  had  not  been  employed  up  to  that  time?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  was  at  that  particular 
time  in  July,  1904 — I  was  up  on  Lake  George. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  these,  then,  in  Narragansett  Bay? — A.  I  did 
not,  sir. 
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Q.  Where  did  you  see  Lieutenant  Xelson  after  that?-^A.  I  do  not 
remember  of  having  seen  Lieutenant  Nelson  since  I  was  in  Newport 
in  Jmie,  1904. 

Q.  Did  you  not  meet  Lieutenant  Nelson  after  that? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  get  this  report  from  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  this  article  prepared  that  was  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  United  States  Artillery  of  November  and  December, 
1906  ? — A.  That  article  was  prepared  while  I  was  abroad. 

Q.  While  you  were  employed  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
in  Europe? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  that  information  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment— in  what  way? — A.  I  probably  got  that  as  I  got  some  of  the 
other  matter.  I  had  seen  the  report  probably;  I  do  not  recall.  I 
remember  at  one  time  I  was  zealously  getting  whatever  infonnation 
I  could  get ;  asked  for  it.  In  some  cases  it  was  read  to  me,  I  made 
notes,  and  in  some  cases  I  saw  the  reports  myself  and  made  notes:  !)iit 
I  do  not  remember  the  times. 

Q.  Now,  can  you  recall  how  you  obtained  this  particular  informa- 
tion?— A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  abroad  ? — A.  I  went  abroad  in  March  of  1905. 

Q.  And  stayed  continuously  until  what  time? — A.  I  was  abroad 
until  July  of  1906. 

Q.  And  prepared  this  article  during  that  time  that  you  were 
abroad  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  this  experiment  was  had  before  you  went  abroad,  was 
it? — A.  It  must  have  been;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  know  the  method  of  naval  officers  in  making  exj)eri- 
ments  and  reports  drawn  from  your  experience  in  the  Department, 
do  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  would  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Nelson  as  to  that  ex- 
periment go  to  the  Navy  Department  under  the  ordinary  pro- 
ceclure? — A.  Well,  ordinarily,  after  Lieutenant  Nelson  had  made  his 
report  that  was  made  from  Newport  it  would  go  through  the  com- 
manding officer  of  that  station. 

Q.  Who  was  he  at  that  time,  do  you  recall? — A.  I  do  liot  think 
Captain  Fletcher  was ;  I  will  not  be  certain ;  I  can  not  remember,  sir. 
I  think  Captain  Fletcher  was  there.  It  would  then  go  from  there  to 
to  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  To  what  bureau  ? — A.  Probably  to  the  Secretary's  office  and  by 
the  chief  clerk  referred  to  the  various  departments  and  finally  prob- 
ably go  back  to  the  Secretary's  files;  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 

Q.  It  would  go  to  the  Secretary's  office  first,  be  referred  by  the 
chief  clerk  of  the  Secretary  to  what  bureau  next? — A.  Probably  to 
Construction;  probably  to  Ordnance,  and  go  the  complete  round  of 
all  the  bureaus,  technical  bureaus. 

Q.  Construction,  Ordnance? — A.  Engineering,  probably  Naviga- 
tion ;  and  they  would  probably  be  the  principal  ones. 

Q.  And  then  came  back  to  the  Secretary's  office,  would  it?— 
A.  Probably ;  I  could  not  answer  that,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall,  then,  who  was  the  commanding  officer  at 
Newport  at  the  time  of  these  experiments? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  think 
Captain  Fletcher  was.    I  won't  be  certain. 
•     Q.  Did  you  know  Captain  Fletcher? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


HEARINGS   ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288.  857 

Q.  Did  you  visit  Captain  Fletcher,  or  talk  with  Captain  Fletcher, 
during  the  fall  months  of  1904,  or  before  you  went  to  Europe  for  the 
Lake  Company  ? — ^A.  I  saw  Captain  Fletcher. 

Q.  ^Mien  and  where? — A.  Cfaptain  Fletcher  was  at  the  torpedo 
station  when  I  was  last  there,  which  was  June,  1904. 

Q.  That  was  before  these  experiments? — A.  That  was  before  that; 
I  think,  if  I  remember  right,  that  Captain  Fletcher  was  about  to  be 
detached  and  sent  to  sea. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  he  was  there  during  the  time  or 

after  these  experiments? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  recall. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  that  station  after  these  experiments? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  when  did  you  call  at  the  Navy  Department,  in  the  fall  of 

IJKH  or  the  beginning  of  1905,  as  you  remember? — A.  Washington 

was  my  home*,  and  I  returned  to  Washinffton  the  last  of  September 

of  1904,  and  I  was  here  continually  until  I  left  the  city  in  November. 

Q.  1904?— A.  1904;  yes. 

Q.  So  that  you  were  here  about  two  months? — X.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  you  went  to  the  Navy  Department  about  how  often  during 
that  time? — ^A.  Probably  every  day. 

Q.  And  at  that  time  this  report  was  somewhere  in  the  files  of  the 
Navy  Department,  I  presume,  wasn't  it? — A.  It  probably  was,  sir. 

Q-  What  bureaus  did  vou  visit  in  the  Navjr  Department  during 
that  time? — A.  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Bureau  of  Construction,  Bureau 
of  Engineering,  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts.  I  went  in  all 
the  offices  where  I  should  probably  find  any  information  that  was  of 
interest  to  the  public.  I  was  then  writing  principally  on  naval  topics, 
and  as  matters    came  up  I  sought  information. 

Q.  That  was  your  business,  then,  general  literary  work? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  this  article  in  your  line  of  general  literary 
work?— A.  I  did. 
Q-  For  compensation? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Got  no  pay  for  it? — A.  No  pay  for  it  from  anybody. 
Q.  Why  did  you  prepare  it? — A.  Because  I  am  interested  in  the 
art;  I  have  always  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  even-keel  type  of 
boat ;  I  believe  it  the  best  opportunity  for  development.    I  think  the 
diving  boat  is  gradually  evolving  into  an  even-keel  boat,  and  that  is 
the  attitude  I  have  pursued  in  the  matter. 

Q.  In  furthering  that  view,  you  went  through  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  got  whatever  information  you  could  to  assist  you  ? — A.  In 
support  of  my  view. 

Q.  To  what  bureau  do  you  think  the  chief  clerk  would  first  refer 
this? — A.  I  really  could  not  tell  you,  sir;  I  have  never  been  a  part 
of  the  chief  clerk's  office. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  Construction  Department? — A.  I  was;  but 
before  I  left  the  Department  I  had  been  assigned  from  1898  to  1902, 
practically  four  years,  to  the  ofiice  of  navy  war  record,  there  in  con- 
nection with  the  publication  of  the  Navy  war  records. 

Q.  What  bureau  would  have  charge  of  those  tests;  what  bureau 
of  the  Navy  Department  conducted  those  tests  ? — A.  I  do  not  imagine 
that  any  particular  bureau  conducted  those  tests;  Mr.  Nelson  was  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  boat  and  he  was  given  full  scope  in  the 
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matter  to  make  different  experiments  he  saw  fit  as  commanding 
officer  in  that  position. 

Q.  And  report  to  the  officer  at  Newport? — ^A.  He  would  have  tc 
send  his  report  to  the  officer  superior. 

Q.  He  would  probably  forward  it? — A.  He  would  simply  indorse 
that  report,  sending  it  on  to  the  Department  generally,  probably. 

Q.  Now,  the  expense  for  that  test  was  paid  out  of  some  appropria- 
tion in  the  proper  appropriation  bill,  and  some  bureau  in  the  Navy 
Deoartment  had  charge  of  that  appropriation.  Now,  what  bureau 
haa  char^  of  that? — ^A.  I  think  you  are  wrong,  sir.  The  vessel  was 
in  commission,  just  as  any  naval  vessel  would  be  in  commission,  and 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  particular  appropriation  specifies  tests. 

Q.  Then,  the  Bureau  of  Jf avigation  would  have  charge  of  it  ? — 
A.  That  I  can  not  answer. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  how  these  bureaus  apportion  the  work  that  is 
g^iven  to  them  under  the  items  of  the  bill  ? — ^A.  Not  particularly ;  no, 
sir.  I  know,  so  far  as  the  building  of  ships  and  tiie  repairing  of 
ships,  that  goes  under  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair.  So 
far  as  engineering  elements  are  concerned,  the  propulsive  part  of  the 
power  OT  the  vessel,  that  comes  under  the  Steam  Engineering,  and 
otherwise  I  can  not  answer. 

Q.  Now,  when  this  report  would  come  to  these  various  bureaus, 
they  would  take  from  it  or  copy  from  it  the  part  that  concerns  this 
particular  bureau? — A.  They  might. 

Q.  Would  they  do  that? — A.  I  say  they  might;  I  can  not  answer; 
I  have  never  been  a  part  of  that  special  department. 

Q.  You  know  what  their  record  shows  concerning  those  things. — 
A.  I  know  it  is  the  custom  where  reports  are  sent  to  the  Department, 
if  any  officer  is  interested  in  any  particular  part  of  it,  if  he  wants  n 
record,  he  makes  a  copy  of  it;  there  is  a  copy  made. 

Q.  The  whole  report? — ^A.  That  is  of  interest  to  him;  unless  some 
report  is  marked  confidential ;  then  he  would  not. 

Q.  If  it  is  marked  confidential,  it  would  ^o  to  only  one  bureau? — 
A.  That  I  could  not  answer;  I  should  imagine  the  mere  fact  of  the 
report  being  marked  confidential  would  simply  be  notice  that  it  was 
not  to  be  given  out. 

Q.  Why  are  these  reports  marked  confidential;  did  you  know? — 
A.  These  particular  reports? 

Q.  Anv  reports  of  the  Navy  Department. — ^A.  I  suppose  to  main- 
tain confidence;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  So  that  they  shall  not  be  given  to  the  general  public? — A.  So 
that  they  shall  not  be  given  to  the  general  public 

Q.  So  that  when  the  newspapers  or  magazines  desire  information 
concerning  those  confidential  reports,  what  does  the  Navy  Department 
do  concerning  them  ? — A.  It  probably  uses  its  own  discretion ;  may  or 
may  not 

Q.  Who  exercises  that  discretion  ? — A.  That  may  be  exercised  by 
the  Secretary ;  it  may  be  exercised  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau ;  it 
depends  entirely  upon  how  the  report  is  made. 

Q.  And  upon  what  the  report  is? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  report  concerning  the  mechanical  operation  of  the  vessel 
is  of  considerable  importance;  that  would  naturally  be  of  interest 
to  the  Department  of  Construction,  would  it  not,  and  the  Department 
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of  Engineering? — A.  Yes;  it  would  probably  be  of  interest  likewise 
to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 
Q.  Concerning  the  operation  of  the  vessel  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  So  that  each  one  of  them  would  have  some  interest  in  this 
report? — ^A.  Yes;  probably  all  the  officers  in  this  Bureau  that  would 
have  to  do  with  those  questions  in  any  wd^r  would  have  access  to 
them. 

Q.  Now,  if  this  report  went  the  usual  round,  as  you  said,  and  these 
officers  had  inspection  of  it,  where  would  they  place  their  copy  of  it, 
or  copy  of  whatever  they  desired  to  be  retained  in  their  bureau^ 
would  those  bureaus  have  files? — A,  Each  bureau  has  a  file. 

Q.  Who  has  charge  of  those  files? — A.  They  are  under  the  chief 
clerk  primarily,  but  their  subordinates,  I  imagine,  do  the  actual  work 
of  filing. 

Q.  Each  bureau  has  a  chief  clerk? — ^A.  Each  bureau  has  a  chief 
clerk. 

Q.  And  this  chief  clerk  has  charge  and  custody  of  all  the  files  of 
the  bureau  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  chief  clerks  of  these  bureaus  at  that  time  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  had  an  acquaintance  that  could  help  you  in  getting 
material  for  your  work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation ;  who  was 
at  that  time?— A.  In  1904? 

Q.  19M,  and  earlv  in  1905?— A.  I  think  that  Mr.  Callahan  was  the 
chief  derk  of  that  Bureau. 
Q.  Did  you  know  him? — ^A.  Yes;  I  have  known  him  for  years. 
Q.  Did  you  visit  him  at  that  time  and  inquire  of  him  concerning 
this  report? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  having  spoken  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  getting  information  from  his  report  or  in  his 
office? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall,  no,  sir;  not  specifically.  I  have  talked 
with  various  officers  in  that  Bureau ;  I  may  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Cal- 
lahan ;  I  can  not  recall  particularly. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  they  oflfered  you  access  to  these  re- 
ports?— ^A.  I  do  not  recall  that;  no,  sir. 
Q.  Do  they  do  that  ordinarily  ? — A.  No ;  naturally  not 
Q.  Do  they  when  you  ask  for  it? — ^A.  If  you  ask  for  information 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  have  it,  they  are  usually 
verv  mcious. 

Q-  Even  if  it  is  marked  confidential? — ^A.  If  it  were  marked  confi- 
dential they  probably  would  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  this  was  marked  confidential? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not 

Q.  Well,  now,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  at 
that  time? — ^A.  My  impression  is  that  Admiral  Taylor  was  the  Chief 
of  Navi^tion  at  that  time. 

Q-  Did  you  know  Admiral  Taylor? — A.  I  did  know  Admiral 
Tavlor;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  confer  with  him  about  this  report  and  other .  re- 
lets?—A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Had  no  conversation  with  him? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  vou  have  any  conversation  with  any  other  officials  of  the 
Boreau  of  Navigation  than  Mr.  Callahan  with  reference  to  these 


860  HSABINGS  ON   H0U8E  BESOLUTION  288. 

reports? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having  spoken  to  Mr.  Callahan  about 
that  report. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  information  you  may  have  had  concerning 
this  and  other  reports  did  not  come  from  Mr.  Callahan,  of  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation? — ^A.  So  far  as  I  remember  I  do  not  recall 
that  Mr.  Callahan  has  ^ven  me  any  information  at  all. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Re- 
pair?— A.  In  1904  it  was  Admiral  Capps,  the  present  Chief. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  clerk? — ^A.  I  think  Mr.  Besselievre  was  the 
chief  clerk. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him? — ^A.  Had  known  him  for  years,  ever  since 
I  entered  the  service. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Admiral  Capps  with 
reference  to  any  of  these  reports? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  ever  talking 
to  Admiral  Capps  about  any  of  these  reports  specifically. 

Q.  Did  you  ordinarily  go  to  Admiral  Capps  about  getting  an  in- 
spection of  these  reports  for  use  in  your  literary  work? — ^A.  If  I 
wanted  information  I  would  go  to  Admiral  Capps  and  ask  him 
for  it. 

Q.  Did  he  grant  you  permission  to  get  information  during  those 
months? — ^A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  probably  gave  me  some  in- 
formation on  various  subjects;  I  do  not  exactlv  recall  what 

Q.  In  what  way  would  he  give  it  to  you  ? — A.  He  would  probably 
authorize  my  seeing  it 

Q.  By  oral  direction? — A.  Yes;  simply  say,  "Certainly,  see  the 
chief  clerk,"  or  whoever  it  was. 

Q.  And  you  got  some  information  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  may  have 
gotten  some  information  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  whether  you  did? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect 
what  I  got. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  whether  you  got  this  information  or  not? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  may  or  may  not  have  seen  it  there? — ^A.  I  may  or  may 
not. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Besselievre  about  it? — ^A.  That  I  do 
not  recall,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  gotten  such  information  you  would  have  remem- 
bered it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  because  I  got  information  over  a  long  period 
of  time,  various  items  of  information,  and  simply  made  notes  of  it 
irrespective  of  literary  use,  thinking  that  it  was  adding  to  my  gen- 
eral knowledge,  stick  it  away,  but  I  can't  recall  where  I  got  any 
of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  visited  the  Bureau  of  Steam  En- 
gineering?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  Who  was  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau?— A.  The  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  was  Admiral  Rae. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  clerk  ? — A.  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Admiral  Rae?— A.  I  had  only  met  Admiral 
Rae  once. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conference  with  him  about  getting  informa- 
tion during  that  time? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  simply  introduced  to 
him;  that  is  all. 
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Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Smith? — A.  Yes,  sir;  had  known  Mr. 
Smith  for  years. 

Q.  Did  you  confer  with  Mr.  Smith  about  getting  information? — 
A.  I  do  not  recall  ever  conferring  with  Mr.  Smith. 
Q.  You  do  not  remember? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  recall  getting  most  of  that  information  from  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Eepair? — A.  No,  sir;- 1  do  not  recall 
that  fact. 

Q.  Now,  what  other  bureau  did  you  vi§it  then? — A.  The  Bureau 
of  Ordnance. 

Q.  Does  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  have  charge  of  these  opera- 
tions?— A.  It  would  naturally  have  to  do  with  anything  that  had 
ordnance  equipment,  and  these  boats  have  torpedoes. 

Q.  Who  is  the  Chief  of  that  Bureau?— A.  The  Chief  then,  I  think, 
was  Admiral  Converse. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  clerk? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Brandt  was.    I 
won't  be  sure  at  that  time. 
Q.  Did  you  know  Admiral  Converse? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  confer  with  him  about  getting  information  for  your 
literary  work? — A.  I  talked  with  Admiral  Converse  once  or  twice 
about  submarine  boats. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  information  that  assisted  you  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  any  of  these  articles? — A.  He  gave  me  liis  views  about  the 
bubject. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  particular  information  that  was  on  file 
with  his  Bureau  concerning  these  things? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  that 
he  did. 

Q.  If  he  had  done  that  would  you  remember  it? — A.  I  probably 
would,  if  he  had  specifically  done  so,  because  I  had  very  little  to  do 
with  Admiral  Converse.  He  w^as  new  in  the  Bureau  at  that  time,  if 
I  recall  right. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  specific  information  regarding  these  reports  that 
was  on  file  in  his  Bureau  that  he  gave  you  ? — A.  I  can  not  recall. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  clerk? — A.  As  I  say,  I  think  Mr.  Brandt 
was  at  that  time. 
Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Brandt? — A.  I  know  Mr.  Brandt;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  recall  talking  with  him  about  getting  information 
concerning  your  work? — A.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Brandt  about  sub- 
marines because  Mr.  Brandt  knew  that  I  had  been  interested  in 
submarines.  I  do  not  recall  whether  Mr.  Brandt  gave  me  any 
information  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  gave  you  a  chance  to  inspect  any 
of  his  records? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it,  sir;  no  sir. 

Q.  What  other  bureaus  would  have  had  charge  of  these  reports 
you  have  named  here — Navigation,  Construction  and  Repair,  Steam 
Engineering,  and  Ordnance? — A.  Probably  Supplies  and  Accounts 
niipht  have  some  reason  to  have  them;  I  can  not  recollect. 
Q.  Did  you  visit  that  Bureau  ? — A.  I  visited  that  Bureau. 
Q.  Who  was  Chief  of  that  Bureau? — ^A.  I  think  at  that  time  Ad- 
niiral  Kenny  was. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  ? — A.  I  had  met  him.    No ;  I  think  Admiral 
Harris  was  Chief  of  that  Bureau  then. 
Q.  Did  you  know  Admiral  Harris? — A.  I  did. 
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Q.  Do  you  recall  talking  to  him  during  the  time  you  were  home 
concerning  these  submarine  matters? — A.  I  can  not  recall  it;  no,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  talked  with  Admiral  Harris  and  received  any  spe- 
cific information  or  relative  to  getting  access  to  the  files  of  that 
Bureau,  you  would  remember  it? — ^A.  I  might.  I  got  so  much  infor- 
mation of  a  general  character,  whether  I  got  it  there  or  not,  I  could 
not  say. 

Q.  Who  is  the  chief  clerk? — ^A.  At  that  time  I  think  it  was  Mr. 
Faucett. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  him  to  get  information  ? — A.  I  can  not  recall  it. 

Q.  If  you  had  gone  to  him,  would  you  remember  it  ? — A.  I  prob- 
ably should.  I  think  on  one  occasion  I  went  there  to  see  something 
about  requisitions  for  changes  or  something  of  that  sort — cost  or 
changes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  getting  any  information  from  him  concern- 
ing this  Nelson  report? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it,  sir. 

Q.  Whatever  information  you  got  from  the  Navy  Department  con- 
cerning this  Nelson  report  you  obtained  before  you  went  abroad,  did 
you  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  it  after  you  went  abroad  ? — A.  I  got  information  when 
I  was  abroad. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  get  it? — A.  Information  was  sent  to  me. 

Q.  How  ? — A.  Some  typewritten  extracts,  things  of  that  sort,  with- 
out any  indication  of  where  they  came  from. 

Q.  From  what?  From  thes^  reports? — A.  From  various  reports; 
before  I  left  the  Department  I  called  on  all  my  friends  and  I  said, 
"  If  there  is  anything  you  can  give  out  at  any  time  that  is  of  inter- 
est^ why,  send  it  along." 

Q.  In  what  way  did  it  come  to  you  ? — A.  Simply  addressed  to  me, 
with  perhaps  a  little  slip  saying,  "  This  might  be  of  interest."  There 
was  nothing  to  indicate  from  whom  it  came,  simply  a  little  type- 
written slip,  saying,  "  This  might  be  of  interest." 

Q.  No  name  on  the  slip? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  to  indicate. 

Q.  No  handwriting? — A.  Nothing  whatever 

Q.  Came  in  an  envelope  by  what  way  ? — A.  By  post. 

Q.  Where  were  thev  usually  postmarked? — A.  Washington. 

Q.  Did  not  the  stationery  indicate  where  they  came  from? — A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  any  printing  anywhere  on  any  stationery,  De- 
nartment  stationery,  anything  to  indicate  where  they  came  from? — A. 
No,  sir.  I  remember  before  I  sailed,  I  think  it  was  probably  in  Janu- 
ary, I  was  in  the  company's  office — Mr.  Whitney's  office — who  was 
then  second  vice-president  of  the  company,  and  a  letter  came  some- 
thing like  that,  absolutely  nothing  to  indicate  whence  it  came,  and  I 
opened  it,  and  it  had  some  report  and  stuff  in  it.  I  said,  "  This  is 
curious;  this  will  interest  vou,"  and  I  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Whitney. 

Q.  WTiat  were  they? — A.  They  were  reports  on  submarines.  I  do 
not  recall  the  character  of  them';  I  only  know  that  is  what  they  were. 

Q.  What  kind  of  an  envelope  was  it? — A.  Perfectly  plain. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  penalty  envelope? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Envelope  with  stamps  on  it? — A.  Stamps  on  it. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  it  addressed,  written  or  printed  ? — A.  Type- 
written. 


HEARIKGS   ON  HOUSE  BESOLTJTION   288.  863 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  received  yours,  by  typewritten  address  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  nothing  on  it  to  indicate,  or  about  it,  to  indicate 
from  whom  it  came? — A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  acknowledgment  to  anybody  concerning 
the  receipt  of  this? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  arrangement,  now,  did  you  make  with  your  friends 
in  the  Navy  Department  before  you  left  concerning  your  getting  this 
information? — A.  Simplv  went  around  in  a  friendly  way  and  said, 
"  If  anything  turns  up  or  interest  on  any  subject,  I  am  not  stopped  by 
my  employment  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  writing  on 
any  topics  of  naval  interest."  I  said,  "  If  anything  turns  up,  send  it 
«ilong.^  I  got  other  matter  in  the  same  way,  nothing  to  indicate 
whence  it  came. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  go  to  to  have  this  conversation? — A.  To  all  of 
tlie  officers. 

Q.  Who  ? — A.  I  can  not  specify  particularly. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Admiral  Taylor  and  tell  him  that? — A.  I  do  not 
recall  saying  that  to  Admiral  Taylor,  because  our  relations  were  very 
formal.  ' 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Admiral  Capps  and  tell  him  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Admiral  Kae? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Admiral  Converse  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Admiral  Harris? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  go  to  any  of  the  heads  of  the  Department  or 
get  any  information  from  the  heads  of  the  Department  concerning 
these  matters? — A.  Apparently  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  go  to  Callahan  and  make  this  request  ? — A.  I  may  have 
^^aid  it  to  Mr.  Callahan. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  receiving  any  information  from  Mr,  Callahan 
in  reference  to  that  matter? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  getting  any  information  that  should  have  come 
properly  from  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  that  you  received  during 
this  time  in  this  manner? — A.  I  used  to  get  the  Bureau  reports,  t 
used  to  get  the  Navy  Register,  and  the  public  documents  in  regard  to 
-eamen's  apprentices  and  desire  to  enlist  men  and  all  that  sort  of 
>tiiff  or  orcfinary  things. 

Q.  Now,  what  other  official  or  clerk  in  the  Bureau  of  Navigation 
did  you  go  to  to  get  information  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  anybody  in  par- 
ticular. 

Q.  If  you  had  gone  to  anybody  you  would  have  remembered  it, 
^  ould  you  not  ? — A.  With  reference  to  that  particular  branch  of  the 
work,  I  would  go  to  them  and  ask  them  for  something  within  their 
province. 

Q.  Would  you  go  to  the  chief  clerk  usually? — ^A.  Generally  first. 
Q-  Always? — A.  I  think  so,  primarily. 

Q.  Whatever  information  you  got  would  come  from  the  chief 
olerk? — ^A.  It  might  either  come  from  him  or  he  would  refer  me  to 
>oinebody  who  had  the  matter  under  his  supervision. 

Q.  How  do  remember  having  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion?— ^A.  Well,  I  went  there  m  connection  with  the  matter  of  the 

a^ard  of  medals  for  service  during  the  Spanish- American  war,  and 

1  think  Mr.  Alexander  had  charge  of  that.    I  went  to  see  Mr.  Kelsey, 


864  HEARINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION  288. 

I  think  was  his  name.  I  think  he  had  charge  of  the  subject  of  tlie 
Naval  Academy. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  remember  whether  any  of  these  gentlemen  sent 
you  any  typewritten  communications? — A.  No,  sir;  because  the  only 
things  that  came  in  typewritten  form  came,  as  I  say,  without  any 
indication  of  whence  they  came.  Printed  matter  I  always  assumeii 
came  from  the  chief  clerk. 

Q.  And  by  printed,  do  you  include  typewritten  also  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  arrangement  with  Mr.  Alexander  or  any  other 
person  in  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  to  send  you  typewritten  state- 
ments or  copies  of  these  reports? — A.  I  had  absolutely  no  arrange- 
ment with  anybody.  As  I  say,  just  before  going  away  they  knew 
what  my  general  interest  was  in  the  service,  and  simply  in  parting 
with  my  friends  when  calling  on  them — it  didn't  make  any  diflference 
who  it  was — I  said,  "  If  anything  turns  up  of  interest  that  you  think 
would  be  of  interest  to  me,  send  it  along. 

Q.  Another  question  by  Mr.  Littleton  concerning  where  confidential 
reports  appear,  pages  234  and  235  of  this  article,  will  you  read  it  ? 
They  are  marked  in  the  same  way. — A.  You  want  me  to  read  them 
aloud? 

Q.  Well,  no;  we  will  have  them  placed  upon  the  i*ecord. 

(The  article  referred  to  is  printed  in  the  record  as  follows:) 

In  August  1004,  the  U.  S.  submarine  Shark  was  engaged  in  making  a  daylight 
attack  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Peoria  outside  of  Newport  Harbor,  and  her  commandini; 
officer  had  this  to  say  regarding  the  manner  in  wliich  tliat  vessel  acquired  ;iu 
exct»88  of  negative  buoyancy : 

*'  When  about  1,000  yards  distant  from  the  Peoria  the  red  flag  was  seen, 

"The  boat  was  stopped  and  was  found  to  have  pronounced  negative  buoy- 
ancy, falling  rapidly  as  she  lost  headway. 

"  The  midship  tank  was  blown  and  motor  started  ahead  with  a  rising  helm. 
The  boat  was  brought  under  control  by  the  time  she  had  reached  a  depth  of  40 
feet  and  brought  rapidly  to  the  surface. 

•*  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  In  handling  the  boat,  due  to  water 
leaking  through  the  exhaust  valves  of  the  engine  and  through  the  cylinders 
Into  the  engine-room  bilges,  thus  continually  changing  the  trim  of  the  boat 
and  causing  the  loss  of  buoyancy  noted." 

In  regard  to  the  sinking  of  the  Porpoise  during  the  same  month,  the  official 
report  states: 

"On  August  IS  the  submarine  Porpoise,  while  on  a  trial,  lost  her  buoyancy 
and  settled  to  a  depth  of  about  125  feet.  The  cause  of  the  loss  of  buoyancy, 
the  necessity  of  preventing  a  recurrence  of  such  a  dangerous  condition  jiud 
the  defects  of  the  boat  which  developed  while  under  the  pressure  to  which  she 
was  subjected  have  been  Investigated  by  the  board. 

'*  The  cause  of  the  loss  of  buoyancy  was  due  to  leaky  valves,  the  inefficiency 
of  the  rotary  pump  to  pump  against  heavy  pressures,  and  the  weakness  of  the 
main  water  line." 

Q.  Now,  where  did  you  get  that  information,  sir? — A.  I  do  not 
recall,  sir.  I.  think  that  probably  with  some  information  that  was 
sent  me. 

Q.  Some  of  those  typewritten  statements  ? — ^A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  from  what  bureau  would  such  statements  come? — A.  It 
might  come  from  any  one  of  the  technical  bureaus. 

Q.  Any  one  of  the  five  bureaus  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  you  received  any  of  this  information 
from  Mr.  Besselievre,  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair? — 
A.  As  I  have  said,  sir,  this  stuff  came  to  me,  but  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Callahan  or  Mr. 
Besselievre? — A.  I  mav  have  written  for  the  publications  of  the 
Bureau.    I  do  not  recall  anything  else. 
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Q.  Did  you  have  any  correspondence  or  make  any  acknowledgment 
to  any  other  person  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repairl — A. 
Xo,  sir. 
Q.  During  that  time? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any. 
Q.  Now,  about  Mr.  Smith,  m  the  Bureau  or  Steam  Engineering. 
Did  you  receive  anything  from  him  ? — A.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  I  received  the  Bureau's  report ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  typewritten  reports  concerning  affairs  of 
that  Bureau  or  information  in  that  Bureau  not  contained  in  their 
printed  reports? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  person  in  that  Bureau? — A.  I  have 
known  the  principal  oracers  in  that  Bureau  off  and  on  whenever  I 
was  in  the  Department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  person  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
and  Repair  outside  of  the  Chief  and  chief  clerk? — A.  I  was  in  that 
Bureau,  sir,  eight  or  nine  years. 

Q.  So  that  you  know A.  Most  of  the  people  in  there  that  have 

not  changed  since  I  left. 

Q.  Now,  who  were  they?  Name  everyone  whom  vou  knew  while 
in  the  Bureau  who  had  charge  of  matters  there. — A.  I'hat  I  could  tell 
you,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  the  names  of  anybody  ? — A.  I  remember 
the  names  of  people  that  I  knew ;  yes,  sir. 
Q.  Who  are  they? — A.  Some  of  the  heads  of  the  different  divisions. 
Q.  Drafting? — A.  Drafting  division ;  knew  Mr.  Powell. 
Q.  What  division  ? — A.  He  was  C.  and  R. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — A.  He  w^as  Constructicm  and 
Repair.    And  Mr.  Besselievre,  and  Mr.  Biddis,  Mr.  Hughes. 
Q.  Who  was  the  first  man? — A.  Biddis;  he  is  the  clerk. 
Q.  What  is  his  business? — A.  Clerk  in  the  Bureau. 
Q.  What  had  he  charge  of? — A.  I  think  he  had  something  to  do 
with  the  ordinary  correspondence;  I  do  not  exactly  remember;  or  he 
had  accounts,  I  ao  not  remember  which.    The  Bureau  keeps  its  own 
accounts  apart  from  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts. 

Q.  He  had  a  force  of  typewriters? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  had  immediately  under  him  a  force  of  typewriters.  The 
Bureau,  I  think,  has  generally  a  force  that  it  draws  on  to  do  whatever 
work  is  required. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Biddis  well  enough  to  request  of  him  to  get 
information  ? — A.  I  know  Mr.  Biddis  as  I  Know  Mr.  Besselievre — the 
result  of  years  of  intimate  association. 

Q.  Did'  you  request  them  to  furnish  you  with  information  on  this 
matter? — X.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Neither  of  them? — A.  Neither  of  them. 

Q.  Mr.  Hughes,  did  you  say?  What  was  his  business? — A.  Mr. 
Hughes  was  the  letter  clerk.     I  think  he  wrote  most  of  the  letters. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  force  of  stenographers  under  him? — A.  He  wrote 
them  himself. 
Q.  Did  you  know  him  well? — A.  Very  well. 
Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  from  him? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  he  have  charge  of  any  of  these  matters,  so  tliat  he  could 
furnish  you  with  any  of  this  information? — A.  That  T  do  not  Imow. 
Hp  had  the  office  correspondence. 
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Q.  What  was  Mr.  Powell's  particular  work? — A.  Mr.  Powell  was 
the  chief  draftsman. 

Q.  S<)  that  these  reports  would  not  come  to  him? — A.  They 
might. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  well  enough  to  get  information  from 
him? — A.  If  I  thought  Mr.  Powell  had  it,  and  had  wished  to  ask 
him  for  it,  I  should  not  have  hesitated. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  send  you  any  information  from  his  Bu- 
reau?— ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  ask  anybody  to  send  me  typewritten 
information. 

Q.  It  came  without  your  asking? — A.  Without  my  asking.  As  I 
say,  I  went  around — whether  that  can  be  interpreted  as  asking  for 
it  or  not — when  I  said  good-by  to  my  friends,  of  which  I  have  a 
great  many  in  the  Department :  "  If  anything  of  interest  turns  up 
send  it  aloiig."  The  only  things  of  interest  I  ever  got  that  I  thought 
probably  came  from  any  of  them  was  the  printed  information  which 
was  sent  out  by  the  bureaus. 

Q.  Now,  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  article  on  234  and  235. 
which  will  appear  in  the  record,  you  do  not  remember  where  you  got 
that  information,  do  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  contained  in  any  of  their  official  reports  to  you  ? — A. 
No  printed  reports:  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  nature  of  confidential  information  in  the  De- 
partment and  not  contained  in  the  printed  reports? — ^A.  I  should 
not  say  it  was  in  the  nature  of  confidential  information;  it  was  not 
contained  in  their  public  report.  They  are  supposed  to  contain 
merely  a  synopsis  of  the  principal  events  of  which  I 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  marked  confidential,  do 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  it  probably  was  not  marked  confidential,  if  it 
was  sent  to  me.     I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Nelson  con- 
cerning the  experiment  of  1904  was  marked  confidential? — A.  No. 
sir;  I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  But  the  fact  was  you  got  this  information  in  that  way  ? — A.  I 
am  certain  of  it. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  idea  who  sent  it  to  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  designating  mark  on  the  envelope  or  tyi>e- 
writing? — A.  Nothing  to  indicate.  It  was  a  perfectly  blank  envel- 
ope, and  that  is  all  tnere  was  in  it.  There  was  not  a  bit  of  hand- 
writing. 

Q.  And  you  made  no  acknowledgment  to  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  since  made  an  acknowledgment  to  anybody? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  anybody  notified  you  that  they  accommodated  you  in  this 
matter  i — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  arrangement  with  any  of  your  business 
associates  here  in  Washington  or  New^  York  to  furnish  you  with 
information? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  came  to  you  concerning  these  things  was  in 
a  friendly  anonymous  manner? — A.  That  is  the  way  it  came. 

Q.  Another  question  by  Mr.  Littleton.  Calling  your  attention  to 
the  marked  portion  on  page  242,  wherein  you  state  that  in  the  United 
States  Octopus  the  propeller  shafts  are  placed  at  an  angle  to  the 
major  axis  of  the  boat,  tell  us  if  this  information  was  not  obtained 
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through  an  inspection  of  the  plans  and  drawings  of  the  boat? — A. 
I  can  answer  that  without  seeing  that.  That  information  was  given 
me  by  a  foreign  officer. 

Q.  Who  was  that  foreign  officer? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you,  sir. 

Q.  Wh^? — ^A.  Because  he  got  it  in  a  diplomatic  manner,  as  a 
diplomatic  representative. 

Q.  How  do  you  know? — ^A.  Because  he  was  an  accredited  repre- 
sentative of  his  Government. 

Q.  And  how  did  you  know. that  he  got  the  information? — ^A.  Well, 
I  can  not  answer  ttat.    He  was  an  official  of  his  Government. 

Q.  And  he  told  you  in  a  confidential  way? — ^A.  Not  a  confidential 
w^.    He  told  me  as  a  statement  of  fact. 

Q.  But  how  did  you  obtain  this  information — ^these  drawings  and 
photographs? — ^A.  I  testified  in  regard  to  that  yesterday,  sir;  they 
came  through  the  usual  file  of  the  office. 

Q.  Of  what  office? — A.  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  The  in- 
formation that  related  to  submarines,  anything  material,  foreign  or 
otherwise,  that  came  into  the  company's  possession  in  any  manner 
was  referred  to  me  at  my  desk. 

Q.  So  the  information  concerning  the  drawings  and  photographs 
you  got  from  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  the  regular  course 
of  your  business  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  the  confidential  communication  concerning  the  Octopus 
and  its  construction  you  got  from  a  diplomatic  officer? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  I  ask  you  again  the  name  of  that  officer  ? — A.  I  can  not  give  it, 
sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  what  he  told  jou  ? — A.  He  told  me  that  the  Holland 
people  were  going  to  put  their  driving  shaft  at  an  angle  in  order  to 
offset  the  tendency  of  the  boat  to  plunge ;  that  they  thought  perhaps 
by  giving  that  shaft  an  angle  it  would  produce  that  effect  and  enable 
them  to  control  the  boat  on  a  more  even  keel. 

Q.  Where  did  he  tell  you  that? — A.  In  Europe,  sir. 

Q.  Whereabouts? — A.  In  London,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you? — A.  In  London. 

Q.  At  what  place? — A.  At  the  company's  office.  That  is,  I  was 
stationed  at  the  company's  office.     . 

Q.  At  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  office? — ^A.  Yes;  but 
it  was  not  told  me  in  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  office. 

Q.  Where  was  it  told  you? — A.  On  the  street.    I  met  the  man. 

Q.  On  the  street  ? — ^A.  On  the  street. 

Q.  What  street? — ^A.  Kegent  street. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  street?  About  where  is  it  located  ? — A.  Well, 
it  was  somewhere  between  Piccadilly  circus  and  Oxford  circus. 

Q.  About  what  time  was  this^  within  a  month  or  a  year? — A.  I 
take  that  back,  sir;  it  was  not;  it  was  another  matter  that  I  had  in 
mind;  it  was  in  Holland, 

Q.  Whereabouts?— A.  At  The  Ha^e. 

Q.  About  what  time? — A.  I  think  it  was  in  April. 

Q,  1905?— A.  1906. 

Q.  Where  was  this;  at  what  particular  place  at  The  Hague? — A. 
This  was  in  the  navy  department. 

Q.  Xavy  department  of  the  Government  of  Holland  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whereabouts;  what  part  of  the  navy  department? — A.  Well, 
I  can  not  answer  that,  sir,  because  when  I  was  there  I  appeared  be- 
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Q.  What  was  Mr.  Powell's  particular  work? — A.  Mr.  Powell  was 
the  chief  draftsman. 

Q.  So  that  these  reports  would  not  come  to  him? — A.  Tliey 
might. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  well  enough  to  get  information  from 
him? — A.  If  I  thought  Mr.  Powell  had  it,  and  had  wished  to  ask 
him  for  it,  I  should  not  have  hesitated. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  send  you  any  information  from  his  Bu- 
reau?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  ask  anybody  to  send  me  typewritten 
information. 

Q.  It  came  without  your  asking? — A.  Without  my  asking.  As  I 
say,  I  went  around — whether  that  can  be  interpreted  as  asking  for 
it  or  not — when  I  said  good-by  to  my  friends,  of  which  I  have  a 
great  many  in  the  Department :  "  If  anything  of  interest  turns  up 
send  it  along."  The  only  things  of  interest  I  ever  got  that  I  thought 
probably  came  from  any  of  them  was  the  printed  information  which 
was  sent  out  by  the  bureaus. 

Q.  Now,  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  article  on  234  and  235, 
which  will  appear  in  the  record,  you  do  not  remember  where  you  got 
that  information,  do  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  contamed  in  any  of  their  official  reports  to  you? — A. 
No  printed  reports;  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  nature  of  confidential  information  in  the  De- 
partment and  not  contained  in  the  printed  reports? — A.  I  should 
not  say  it  was  in  the  nature  of  confioential  information ;  it  was  not 
contained  in  their  public  report,  'fhey  are  supposed  to  contain 
merely  a  synopsis  of  the  principal  events  of  which  I 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  whether  it  was  marked  confidential,  do 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  it  probably  was  not  marked  confidential,  if  it 
was  sent  to  me.     I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Nelson  con- 
cerning the  experiment  of  1904  was  marked  confidential? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  But  the  fact  was  you  got  this  information  in  that  way? — A.  I 
am  certain  of  it. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  idea  who  sent  it  to  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  designating  mark  on  the  envelope  or  type- 
writing?— A.  Nothing  to  mdicate.  It  was  a  perfectly  blank  envel- 
ope, and  that  is  all  tnere  was  in  it.  There  was  not  a  bit  of  hand- 
writing. 

Q.  And  you  made  no  acknowledgment  to  anybody? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  since  made  an  acknowledgment  to  anybody? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  anybody  notified  you  that  they  accommodated  you  in  this 
matter? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  arrangement  with  any  of  your  business 
associates  here  in  Washington  or  New  York  to  furnish  you  with 
information? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  came  to  you  concerning  these  things  was  in 
a  friendly  anonymous  manner  ? — A.  That  is  the  way  it  came. 

Q.  Another  question  by  Mr.  Littleton.  Calling  your  attention  to 
the  marked  portion  on  page  242,  wherein  you  state  that  in  the  United 
States  Octopus  the  propeller  shafts  are  placed  at  an  angle  to  the 
major  axis  of  the  boat,  tell  us  if  this  information  was  not  obtained 
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Q.  IfMio  is  he? — A.  Captain  Wall  was  his  name.  I  discussed  sub- 
marines with  him;  in  fact,  we  lived  in  the  same  place  for  some  weeks, 
in  the 'country. 

Q.  Did  he  have  information  concerning  the  Octopus? — A.  I  do  not* 
recall  that  he  had  any  specific  information  regarding  the  Octopus;  he 
had  knowledge  of  submarines  and  we  discussed  submarines. 

Q.  Had  he  been  in  this  country? — A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  thing  that  you  recall  that  fixed  in  your  mind 
at  first  that  you  got  this  information  in  London  ? — A.  That  was  the 
idea. 

Q.  He  is  the  only  man  ? — A.  He  is  the  only  man. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  a  conversation  that  you  had  with  him  on  Regent 
street  concerning  submarines  about  the  time  that  you  were  interro- 
gated at  JBrst? — A.  I  met  him  on  Regent  street  during  the  daytime, 
several  times;  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  line  of  conversation; 
we  were  neighbors,  as  I  say,  in  the  same  house. 

Q.  Now,  now  long  was  it  that  you  were  in  London  and  conferred 
with  Lieutenant  Wall  after  you  went  to  Holland  and  had  these  vari- 
ous conferences  with  the  Dutch  officers? — A.  That  was  prior  to  that. 
We  moved  the  company's  office  in  April  of  1907  to  London,  and  I 
stayed  there  until  November  of  1907. 

Q.  Now,  all  the  information  concerning  the  plans  that  you  have 
here,  the  photographs  of  the  plans  and  drawings  and  various  things 
of  that  sort,  did  this  Dutch  board  seem  to  have? — A.  That  I  do  not 
know,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  exactly  what  information  did  you  get  from  that  board  ? — 
A.  We  discussed,  as  I  sav,  we  discussed  the  matter  generally ;  we  were 
down  there  to  explain  the  features  of  the  Lake  boat,  and  Mr.  Costa 
had  been  over  here.  I  know  that  Mr.  Costa  had  discussed  matters 
with  ifr.  John  P.  Holland  at  that  time,  and  I  think  Mr.  Costa  had  also 
discussed  matters  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  when  I  saw 
Mr.  Costa  in  Holland  he  had  passed  practically  out  of  the  active  serv- 
ice of  his  own  Navy,  and  was  really  in  the  employ  of  a  shipbuilding 
firm  building  the  Holland  boat  for  the  Dutch  Government. 

Q.  So  that  he  was  out  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  He  was  out  of  the  Navy 
and  had,  of  course,  probably  a  better  chance  than  anybody  to  have 
had  a  knowledge  of  the  Holland  boat. 

Q.  He  was  not  in  the  diplomatic  service  while  he  was  over  here, 
was  he  ? — A.  He  came  over  here  commissioned  by  his  (lovernment. 

Q.  To  do  what  ? — A-  To  inquire  into  the  submarines. 

Q.  Did  you  have  reference  to  him  when  you  said  that  this  infor- 
mation was  obtained  through  the  diplomatic  service? — A.  I  had 
him  in  mind;    3^es. 

Q.  Although  at  first  your  recollection  was  that  it  was  given  you 

A.  That  it  was  some  one  else. 

Q.  So  that  it  is  probable  that  you  obtained  that  information  from 
him,  is  it? — A.  It  is  not  unlikely;  I  am  not  certain,  sir.  As  I  say, 
the  matter  was  discussed  openly  in  the  presence  of  these  three  offi- 
cei-s.  Each  and  every  one  of  them  had  some  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  the  art  in  the  United  ^States,  a  pretty  thorough  knowledge,  but 
which  one  it  came  from  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Had  the  others  been  here  and  obtained  information  from  the 
United  States? — A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you. 
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reports? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having  spoken  to  Mr.  Callahan  about 
that  report. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  information  you  may  have  had  concerning 
this  anil  other  reports  did  not  come  from  Mr.  Callahan,  of  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation? — A.  So  far  as  I  remember  I  do  not  recall 
that  Mr.  Callahan  has  ^ven  me  any  information  at  all. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Re- 
pair?— A.  In  1904  it  was  Admiral  Capps,  the  present  Chief. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Who  was  the  chief  clerk? — ^A.  I  think  Mr.  Besselievre  was  the 
chief  clerk. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  ? — ^A.  Had  known  him  for  years,  ever  since 
I  entered  the  service. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Admiral  Capps  with 
reference  to  any  of  these  reports? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  ever  talking 
to  Admiral  Capps  about  any  of  these  reports  specifically. 

Q.  Did  you  ordinarily  go  to  Admiral  Capps  about  getting  an  in- 
spection of  these  reports  for  use  in  your  literary  work? — ^A.  If  I 
wanted  information  I  would  go  to  Admiral  Capps  and  ask  him 
for  it. 

Q.  Did  he  grant  you  permission  to  get  information  during  those 
months? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  probably  gave  me  some  in- 
formation on  various  subjects;  I  do  not  exactlv  recall  what 

Q.  In  what  way  would  he  give  it  to  you  ? — A.  He  would  probably 
authorize  my  seeing  it. 

Q.  By  oral  direction  ? — A.  Yes ;  simply  say,  "  Certainly,  see  the 
chief  clerk,"  or  whoever  it  was. 

Q.  And  you  got  some  information  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  may  have 
gotten  some  information  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  whether  you  did? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect 
what  I  got. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  whether  you  got  this  information  or  not? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  may  or  may  not  have  seen  it  there? — ^A.  I  may  or  may 
not. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Besselievre  about  it? — ^A.  That  I  do 
not  recall,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  gotten  such  information  you  would  have  remem- 
bered it? — A.  No,  sir;  because  I  got  information  over  a  long  period 
of  time,  various  items  of  information,  and  simply  made  notes  of  it 
irrespective  of  literary  use,  thinking  that  it  was  adding  to  my  gen- 
eral knowledge,  stick  it  away,  but  I  can't  recall  where  I  got  any 
of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  visited  the  Bureau  of  Steam  En- 
gineering?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau?— A.  The  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  was  Admiral  Rae. 

Q.  Who  was  the  chief  clerk? — A.  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Admiral  Rae? — A.  I  had  only  met  Admiral 
Rae  once. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conference  with  him  about  getting  informa- 
tion during  that  time? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  simply  introduced  to 
him;  that  is  all. 
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any  question  of  confidence  or  the  breach  of  confidence  have  I  disclosed 
it  in  any  manner. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  have  you  just  show  clearly  what  was  in  your 
mind  when  I  first  asked  you  concerning  the  source  of  this  informa- 
tion and  you  told  us  it  came  from  a  (fiplomatic  source.  What  did 
you  mean  by  that? — A.  I  look  upon  any  officer  detailed  by  his  Gov- 
ernment to  come  here  in  a  capacity  to  mquire  into  naval  matters  as 
being  essentially  diplomatic. 

Q.  Xow,  what  officer  did  you  have  in  mind? — A.  I  had  in  mind 
Lieutenant  Costa. 

Q.  So  that  as  a  fact  you  are  willing  to  state  now  that  he  was  the 
source  of  this  information? — A.  No,  sir;  I  will  not  state  that.  I  may 
have  thought  at  first  that  he  might  have  given  it  to  me.  As  I  try 
honestly  to  recall  I  only  remember  that  the  matter  came  up  during 
the  discussion  before  those  three  officers. 

Q.  At  that  time  that  you  were  conferring  with  the  Dutch  board, 
or  the  board  in  Holland,  concerning  the  submarines  you  were  desirous 
of  selling  your  own  vessels — that  is,  the  Lake  boat? — A.  We  were 
down  there  by  reason  of  an  invitation,  or  an  arrangement,  with  the 
Dutch  authorities  to  present  to  the  Dutch  officials  the  directions  in 
which  the  Lake  boat  had  been  improved  since  Mr.  Costa  had  been  in 
the  country  and  had  examined  the  Simon  Lake  10th. 

Q.  In  presenting  your  proposition  to  this  naval  board  you  pre- 
sented, or  course,  tlie  best  pnases  of  your  construction? — A.  Yes; 
openly. 

Q.  And  you  criticised  the  construction  of  your  competitors? — A. 
I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  You  discussed  the  construction  of  your  competitors? — A.  That 
may  have  been  mentioned.  I  do  not  think  it  was  to  any  extent.  The 
primary  purpose  was  merely  to  show  wherein  the  Lake  Company  had 
made  improvements  since  Mr.  Costa  had  seen  the  Simon  Lake  10th. 

Q.  So  you  do  not  think  that  the  construction  of  your  competitors 
was  discussed  at  all  at  that  conference? — A.  It  may  have  been  dis- 
cussed, but  it  was  not  the  purpose  for  which  we  went  there. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  conference? — A.  There  were  three 
different  conferences. 

Q.  Covering  what  space  of  time? — A.  One  was  one  day,  and  one 
was  the  better  part  of  two  days  following. 

Q.  About  how  long  were  they,  each  session? — A.  One  session 
occupied  about  an  hour  or  so  in  the  morning,  and  then  it  turned 
into  a  general  discussion  of  naval  topics.  With  the  departure  of 
the  chief  constructor  the  board  ceased  to  act  as  a  board  and  simplv 
discussed  the  matter  generally.  The  next  day  there  were  two  of- 
ficers finally — three  in  the  opening,  if  I  remember  right — and  we 
spent  the  better  part  of  two  days  at  that. 

Q.  These  same  officers  with' you? — A.  Yes;  but  on  a  different 
occasion. 

Q.  Who  was  present  besides  these  officers  and  youi'self  ? — A.  One 
of  the  employees  or  rather  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Lake 
Company. 
Q.  Who? — A.  His  name  was  De  Renzis. 
Q.  Where  is  he  now? — A.  He  is  in  Italy — Baron  De  Renzis. 
Q.  He  is  representing  the  Lake  Company  there? — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 
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Q.  Do  you  recall  talking  to  him  during  the  time  you  were  home 
concerning  these  submarine  matters  ? — A.  I  can  not  recall  it ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  talked  with  Admiral  Harris  and  received  any  spe- 
cific information  or  relative  to  getting  access  to  the  files  of  that 
Bureau,  you  would  remember  it? — A.  I  might.  I  got  so  much  infor- 
mation of  a  general  character,  whether  I  got  it  there  or  not,  I  could 
not  say. 

Q.  Who  is  the  chief  clerk? — A.  At  that  time  I  think  it  was  Mr. 
Faucett. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  him  to  get  information  ? — A.  I  can  not  recall  it. 

Q.  If  you  had  ^one  to  him,  would  you  remember  it  ? — A.  I  prob- 
ably should.  I  think  on  one  occasion  I  went  there  to  see  something- 
about  requisitions  for  changes  or  something  of  that  sort — cost  of 
changes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  getting  any  information  from  him  concern- 
ing this  Nelson  report  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it,  sir. 

Q.  Whatever  information  you  got  from  the  Navy  Department  con- 
cerning this  Nelson  report  you  obtained  before  you  went  abroad,  did 
you  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  it  after  you  went  abroad  ? — A.  I  got  information  when 
I  was  abroad. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  get  it? — A.  Information  was  sent  to  me. 

Q.  How  ? — A.  Some  typewritten  extracts,  things  of  that  sort,  with- 
out airv  indication  of  where  they  came  from. 

Q.  From  what?  From  these  reports? — A.  From  various  reports; 
before  I  left  the  Department  I  called  on  all  my  friends  and  I  said, 
"  If  there  is  anything  you  can  give  out  at  any  time  that  is  of  inter- 
est^ why,  send  it  along." 

Q.  In  what  way  did  it  come  to  you  ? — ^A.  Simply  addressed  to  me, 
with  perhaps  a  little  slip  saying,  "This  might  be  of  interest."  There 
was  nothing  to  indicate  from  whom  it  came,  simply  a  little  type- 
written slip,  saying,  "  This  might  be  of  interest." 

Q.  No  name  on  the  slip? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  to  indicate. 

Q.  No  handwriting? — A.  Nothing  whatever- 

Q.  Came  in  an  envelope  by  what  way  ? — A.  By  post. 

Q.  Where  were  thev  usually  postmarked  ? — A.  Washington. 

Q.  Did  not  the  stationery  indicate  where  they  came  from? — A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  any  printing  anywhere  on  any  stationery,  De- 
nartment  stationery,  anything  to  indicate  where  they  came  from  ? — A. 
No,  sir.  I  remember  before  I  sailed,  I  think  it  was  probably  in  Janu- 
ary, I  was  in  the  company's  office — Mr.  "Whitney's  office — who  was 
then  second  vice-president  of  the  company,  and  a  letter  came  some- 
thing like  that,  absolutely  nothing  to  mdicate  whence  it  came,  and  I 
opened  it,  and  it  had  some  report  and  stuff  in  it.  I  said,  "  This  is 
curious;  this  will  interest  you,"  and  I  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  "Whitney. 

Q.  What  were  they  ? — A.  They  were  reports  on  submarines.  I  do 
not  recall  the  character  of  them';*^  I  only  know  that  is  what  they  were. 

Q.  What  kind  of  an  envelope  was  it? — A.  Perfectly  plain. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  penalty  envelope? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Envelope  with  stamps  on  it? — A.  Stamps  on  it. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  it  addressed,  written  or  printed  ? — A.  Type- 
written. 
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Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  received  yours,  by  typewritten  address? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  nothing  on  it  to  indicate,  or  about  it,  to  indicate 
from  whom  it  came? — A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  acknowledgment  to  anybody  concerning 
the  receipt  of  this? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  arrangement,  now,  did  you  make  with  your  friends 
in  the  Navy  Department  before  you  left  concerning  your  getting  this 
information? — A.  Simply  went  around  in  a  friendly  way  and  said, 
"  If  anything  turns  up  ox  interest  on  any  subject,  I  am  not  stopped  by 
my  employment  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  writing  on 
any  topics  of  naval  interest."  I  said,  "  If  anything  turns  up,  send  it 
along."  I  got  other  matter  in  the  same  way,  nothing  to  indicate 
whence  it  came. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  go  to  to  have  this  conversation  ? — A.  To  all  of 
the  officers. 
Q.  Who? — ^A.  I  can  not  specify  particularly. 
Q.  Did  you  go  to  Admiral  Taylor  and  tell  him  that? — A.  I  do  not 
recall  saying  that  to  Admiral  Taylor,  because  our  relations  were  very 
formal. 
Q.  Did  you  go  to  Admiral  Capps  and  tell  him  that? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  AdniiralKae? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Admiral  Converse  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Admiral  Harris? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  go  to  any  of  the  heads  of  the  Department  or 
get  any  information  from  the  heads  of  the  Department  concerning 
Hiese  matters? — ^A.  Apparently  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Callahan  and  make  this  request  ? — A.  I  may  have 
«aid  it  to  Air.  Callahan. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  receiving  any  information  from  Mr.  Callahan 
in  reference  to  that  matter? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  getting  any  information  that  should  have  come 
properly  from  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  that  you  received  during 
this  time  in  this  manner? — ^A.  I  used  to  get  the  Bureau  reports,  I 
used  to  get  the  Navy  Register,  and  the  pubfic  documents  in  regard  to 
seamen's  apprentices  and  desire  to  enlist  men  and  all  that  sort  of 
Muff  or  ordinary  things. 

Q.  Now,  what  other  official  or  clerk  in  the  Bureau  of  Navigation 
(Hd  vou  go  to  to  get  information  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  anybody  in  par- 
ticular. 

Q.  If  you  had  gone  to  anybody  you  would  have  remembered  it, 

would  you  not  ? — A.  With  reference  to  that  particular  branch  of  the 

work,  I  would  go  to  them  and  ask  them  for  something  within  their 

province. 

Q.  Would  you  go  to  the  chief  clerk  usually? — A.  Generally  first. 

Q.  Always? — A.  I  think  so,  primarily. 

Q.  TMiatever  information  you  got  would  come  from  the  chief 
clerk? — ^A.  It  might  either  come  from  him  or  he  would  refer  me  to 
somebody  who  had  the  matter  under  his  supervision. 

Q.  How  do  remember  having  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion?— ^A.  Well,  I  went  there  in  connection  with  the  matter  of  the 
*^ard  of  medals  for  service  during  the  Spanish-American  war,  and 
I  think  Mr.  Alexander  had  charge  of  that.    I  went  to  see  Mr.  Kelsey, 
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Q.  Do  you  recall  talking  to  him  during  the  time  you  were  home 
concerning  these  submarine  matters? — A.  I  can  not  recall  it;  no,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  talked  with  Admiral  Harris  and  received  any  spe- 
cific information  or  relative  to  getting  access  to  the  files  or  that 
Bureau,  you  would  remember  it  ? — A.  I  might.  I  got  so  much  infor- 
mation of  a  general  character,  whether  I  got  it  there  or  not,  I  could 
not  say. 

Q.  Who  is  the  chief  clerk? — A.  At  that  time  I  think  it  was  Mr. 
Faucett. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  him  to  get  information? — A.  I  can  not  recall  it. 

Q.  If  you  had  gone  to  him,  would  you  remember  it? — A.  I  prob- 
ably should.  I  think  on  one  occasion  I  went  there  to  see  something 
about  requisitions  for  changes  or  something  of  that  sort — cost  of 
changes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  getting  any  information  from  him  concern- 
ing this  Nelson  report? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it,  sir. 

Q.  Whatever  information  you  got  from  the  Navy  Department  c<m- 
cerning  this  Nelson  report  you  obtained  before  you  went  abroad,  did 
you  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  it  after  you  went  abroad  ? — A.  I  got  information  when 
I  was  abroad. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  get  it? — A.  Information  was  sent  to  me. 

Q.  How  ? — A.  Some  typewritten  extracts,  things  of  that  sort,  with- 
out any  indication  of  where  they  came  from. 

Q.  From  what?  From  these  reports? — A.  From  various  reports; 
before  I  left  the  Department  I  called  on  all  my  friends  and  I  said, 
"  If  there  is  anything  you  can  give  out  at  any  time  that  is  of  inter- 
est, why,  send  it  along." 

Q.  In  what  way  did  it  come  to  you  ? — A.  Simply  addressed  to  me, 
with  perhaps  a  little  slip  saying,  "  This  might  be  of  interest."  There 
was  nothing  to  indicate  from  whom  it  came,  simply  a  little  type- 
written slip,  saying,  "  This  might  be  of  interest." 

Q.  No  name  on  the  slip? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  to  indicate. 

Q.  No  handwriting? — A.  Nothing  whatever- 

Q.  Came  in  an  envelope  by  what  way  ? — A.  By  post. 

Q.  Where  were  they  usually  postmarked  ? — A.  Washington. 

Q.  Did  not  the  stationery  indicate  where  they  came  from? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  any  printing  anywhere  on  any  stationery.  De- 
partment stationery,  anythmg  to  indicate  where  they  came  from  ? — A. 
No,  sir.  I  remember  before  I  sailed,  I  think  it  was  probably  in  Janu- 
ary, I  was  in  the  company's  office — Mr.  "^Miitney's  office — who  was 
then  second  vice-president  of  the  company,  and  a  letter  came  some- 
thing like  that,  absolutely  nothing  to  mdicate  whence  it  came,  and  I 
opened  it,  and  it  had  some  report  and  stuff  in  it.  I  said,  "  This  is 
curious;  this  will  interest  you,'^  and  I  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Whitney. 

Q.  What  were  they? — A.  They  were  reports  on  submarinei^.  I  do 
not  recall  the  character  of  them';  I  only  know  that  is  what  they  were. 

Q.  What  kind  of  an  envelope  was  it? — A.  Perfectly  plain. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  penalty  envelope? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Envelope  with  stamps  on  it? — A.  Stamps  on  it. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  it  addressed,  written  or  printed  ? — A.  Type- 
written. 
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Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  received  yours,  by  typewritten  address? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  nothing  on  it  to  indicate,  or  about  it,  to  indicate 
from  whom  it  came? — A.  iTot  the  slightest. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  acknowledgment  to  anybody  concerning 
the  receipt  of  this? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  arrangement,  now,  did  you  make  with  your  friends 
in  the  Navy  Department  before  you  left  concerning  your  getting  this 
information? — A.  Simply  went  around  in  a  friendly  way  and  said, 
*'  If  anything  turns  up  of  interest  on  any  subject,  I  am  not  stopped  by 
my  employment  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  writmg  on 
any  topics  of  naval  interest.^'  I  said,  "  If  anything  turns  up,  send  it 
along.^  I  got  other  matter  in  the  same  way,  nothing  to  indicate 
whence  it  came. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  go  to  to  have  this  conversation? — A.  To  all  of 
the  officers. 

Q.  Who? — A.  I  can  not  specify  particularly. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Admiral  Taylor  and  tell  him  that? — A.  I  do  not 
I'ecall  saying  that  to  Admiral  Taylor,  because  our  relations  were  very 
formal. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Admiral  Capps  and  tell  him  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Admiral  Kae? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Admiral  Converse? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Admiral  Harris? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  go  to  any  of  the  heads  of  the  Department  or 
pet  any  information  from  the  heads  of  the  Department  concerning 
these  matters? — ^A.  Apparently  not,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Cauahan  and  make  this  request  ? — A.  I  may  have 
said  it  to  Mr.  Callahan. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  receiving  any  information  from  Mr.  Callahan 
in  reference  to  that  matter? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  getting  any  information  that  should  have  come 
properly  from  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  that  you  received  during 
this  time  in  this  manner? — ^A.  I  used  to  get  the  Bureau  reports,  I 
used  to  get  the  Navy  Register,  and  the  pubfic  documents  in  regard  to 
^^men's  apprentices  and  desire  to  enlist  men  and  all  that  sort  of 
Muff  or  ordinary  things. 

Q.  Now,  what  other  official  or  clerk  in  the  Bureau  of  Navigation 
(lid  you  go  to  to  get  information  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  anybody  in  par- 
ticular. 

Q.  If  you  had  gone  to  anybody  you  would  have  remembered  it, 
would  you  not  ? — ^A.  With  reference  to  that  particular  branch  of  the 
work,  1  would  go  to  them  and  ask  them  for  something  within  their 
province. 

Q.  Would  you  go  to  the  chief  clerk  usually? — A.  Generally  first. 
Q.  Always? — A.  I  think  so,  primarily. 

Q-  WTiatever  information  you  got  would  come  from  the  chief 
olerk?— A.  It  might  either  come  from  him  or  he  would  refer  me  to 
somebody  who  had  the  matter  under  his  supervision. 

.  Q.  How  do  remember  having  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion?—A.  Well,  I  went  there  m  connection  with  the  matter  of  the 

a^wd  of  medals  for  service  during  the  Spanish-American  war,  and 

1  think  Mr.  Alexander  had  charge  of  that.    I  went  to  see  Mr.  Kelsey, 
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Q.  Were  they  personal  or  did  they  belong  to  the  files  of  the  com- 
pany?— ^A.  They  were  sent  to  me  personally. 

Q-  Were  they  intended  for  you  as  an  employee  or  officer  of  the 
company,  or  for  j'oiir  own  personal  information? — A.  So  far  as  I 
could  gather,  nothing  being  in  connection  with  them  to  indicate,  I 
considered  they  were  personal,  primarily. 

Q.  What  was  the  arrangement  that  you  made  for  having  them 
sent  to  you  personally,  or  was  it  for  yourself  as  an  officer,  or  official, 
or  employee  of  the  torpedo  boat  company  ? — A.  As  I  told  vou,  I  did 
not  make  any  arrangement.  I  merely  spoke  in  my  personal  capacity, 
any  information  on  natal  topics  that  might  be  of  interest,  to  send  it 
along. 

Q.  Did  you  destrot  it  as  you  used  it,  or  did  you  replace  it  in  the 
files? — A.  My  impression  is  that  before  I  left  Germany  all  of  that 
stuff  was  destroyed. 

Q.  You  brought  none  home  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  ffet  any  compensation  for  contributing  to  the  Journal 
of  the  United  States  Artillery? — A.  No,  sir;  that  is  merely  an  honor. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  this  article  republished  in  the  British  Jour- 
nal— by  jrour  solicitation,  or  did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  it? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  desire  to  print  it.  The  edi- 
tor of  the  Journal  wrote  first  to  the  editor  of  the  eToumal  of  the 
United  States  Artillery  and  asked  if  they  had  any  objection.  I 
think  they  interchanged  their  articles  to  some  extent.  • 

Q.  Would  he  have  any  objection  to  allowing  them  to  reproduce 
it? — A.  He  said  he  had  no  objection  if  Mr.  Skerrett  had  not,  and  he 
wrote  me  to  that  effect,  and  when  I  got  that  letter  I  wrote  to  the  editor 
of  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Artillery  and  said  that  I  understood  he 
wished  to  reproduce  it,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Q.  Do  these  military  journals  publish  articles  designed  to  make 
public  opinion  in  the  military  and  naval  departments,  that  might  be 
considered  confidential  by  those  departments? — A.  Probably  to  a 
certain  extent  they  might  do  that.  It  depends  entirely  upon  what 
their  understanding  was  of  official  confidence.  I  can  not  answer  for 
them. 

Q,  So  far  as  you  know,  none  of  the  naval  officials  gave  any  informa- 
tion, or,  rather,  any  acquiescence  in  the  use  of  your  contributions  for 
that  article,  did  they  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  you  did  was  of  your  own  motion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  ask  any  permission  or  authority  of  anybody  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  the  foreign  governments,  within  your  information  and  ex- 
perience abroad,  aflow  excerpts  to  be  taken  from  their  official  records 
and  published  in  military  journals? — A.  I  have  seen  it  done;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  allow  contributions  of  reports  that  are  in  their  nature 
confidential  and  are  not  transmitted  to  the  public  to  be  published  in 
that  way? — A.  That  would  probably  depend  upon  whether  th^y 
knew  they  were  confidential  or  not. 

Q.  The  various  arms  of  the  military  service  abroad  have  journals, 
the  same  as  we  do? — A.  Generally. 

Q.  Are  they  supervised  at  all  by  the  military  authorities  there? — ^A. 
I  could  not  tell  you.  I  think  where  matters  are  referred  to  the  editor 
of  a  journal  there  may  be  a  committee,  and  there  may  not  be. 
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Q<  Is  this  Journal  of  Artillery  supervised  by  the  militarjr  authori- 
ties of  this  country  ? — ^A.  I  really  can  not  answer  that.  I  think  prob- 
ably there  is  some  relation  between  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Journal 
and  the  academic  authorities  at  the  institution. 

Q.  Does  it  not  place  all  Government  and  Navy  departments  at  a 
disadvantage  when  reports  or  excerpts  are  taken  from  its  reports, 
more  or  less  confidential,  so  that  foreign  governments  can  read  them 
as  a  matter  of  record  in  these  semimilitary  journals? — A.  That  would 
depend  entirelv  upon  the  scope  of  the  material. 

Q.  Do  the  foreign  governments  have  this  same  information? — A. 
They  have  a  great  deal  of  similar  information.  They  get  that  stuff 
throurfi  their  naval  attachfe  and  military  attaches. 

Q.  Do  they  get  the  same  information  from  foreign  countries? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  they  allow  it  to  be  published,  or  does  this  Government? 
Have  you  noticed  any  publications  containing  similar  excerpts  per- 
taining to  foreign  naval  service? — ^A.  I  have  seen  some  extracts;  yes, 
sir. 

Q.  In  what? — A.  In  the  various  ser\nce  journals  and  technical 
journals  abroad. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  in  this  country? — A.  I  can  not  recall  any 
within  my  immediate  knowledge. 

Q.  Those  matters  are  not  published  here  to  the  extent  they  are 
abroad,  are  they?  There  is  not  as  much  discussion? — A.  There  is 
thLs  distinction,  that  we  are  practically  isolated  here,  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent the  countries  are  all  neighbors  of  one  another  and  so  close  to 
one  another  that  they  naturally  do  their  utmost  to  find  out  every- 
thing they  can  about  their  neighbor  in  order  to  maintain  their  stand- 
ard, and  you  frequently  find  in  the  foreign  publications  there  extracts 
from  official  sources. 

Q.  Do  not  you  consider  it  as  reprehensible  that  these  publications, 
or  these  journals  or  journalists,  should  endeavor  to  extract  and  pub- 
lish matters  of  confidence  for  the  defense  of  our  country? — A.  It  de- 
pends entirely  whether  it  was  done  with  the  object  of  promoting  the 
art  or  whether  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  betraying  a  weakness. 

Q.  What  difference  is  there,  if  it  is  something  wnich  the  military 
and  naval  authorities  think  ought  to  be  kept  in  secret;  does  it  make 
any  difference  to  the  public  welfare  ?-r-A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Do  not  you  consider  that  it  is  a  serious  injury  to  our  naval 
defense  to  have  the  secrets  of  our  Navy  Department  pried  out  in  some 
way  and  then  spread  to  the  gaze  of  the  foreign  governments? — A.  I 
should  say  it  would  depend  entirely  on  how  far  that  was  carried,  sir. 

Q.  If  it  concerned  the  mechanism  of  the  submarines  upon  which 
our  Government  relied  for  coast  defense? — A.  If  the  suppression  of 
that  information  is  permitting  the  Government  to  commit  an  error 
which  might  involve  loss  of  life,  loss  of  material,  or  a  weakness  in 
the  hour  of  need,  I  should  say  that  it  was  not  reprehensible. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  as  a  citizen  it  is  your  privilege  to  decide 
what  is  b^  for  the  naval  defense  or  military  defense,  although  your 
opinion  and  action  opposes  or  infringes  on,  or,  rather  more  than  that, 
if  it  operates  in  a  hostile  way  to  the  plans  of  the  constituted  authori- 
ties?— A.  I  think  that  is  the  spirit 'of  the  nation,  one  of  criticism  as 
criticism. 
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Q.  Do  not  you  think  that  sort  of  conduct  carried  on  would  seri- 
ously cripple  our  naval  defense? — A.  It  would  depend  entirely  upon 
how  far  it  was  carried. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  a  citizen  has  a  right  to  consider  how  far 
it  is  carried?  Isn't  it  his  business  to  assist  the  military  and  naval 
authorities,  instead  of  trying  to  embarrass  and  oppose  the  militaiy 
and  naval  authorities? — A.  Suppose  he  considered  that  he  was  as- 
sisting them? 

Q.  But  is  it  his  business  to  decide?  Do  you  think  that  a  citizen 
has  a  right  to  worm  out  the  inmost  secrets  oi  our  naval  construction, 
our  weakness,  our  supply  of  powder,  or  the  manufacture  of  our  arms, 
and  things  of  that  kind,  and  spread  it  to  the  public,  although  he  is 
thoroughly  convinced  that  he  is  doing  the  best  thing  that  he  can  do  ? 
Do  you  think  that  is  patriotic? — A.  I  think  within  the  light  of  his 
understanding  it  is  correct,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  consider  it  would  be  an  entirely  reasonable  and  proper 
thing  for  a  man  who  has  a  sincere  idea  that  lie  wants  to  benefit  the 
public  by  publishing  some  idea  of  his  own  and  criticising  the  existing 
conditions,  if  he  should  make  public,  if  he  can  find  out  in  any  way  at 
all — by  a  mysterious  or  secret  or  even  in  a  corrupt  manner — the  inmost 
secrets  of  our  naval  defense  and  make  them  public  for  the  sake  of  voic- 
ing some  opinions  of  his  own  of  the  Naval  Department— do  you  think 
that  is  right? — A.  I  think  if  he  undertook  to  corrupt  that,  there  he 
would  make  his  mistake.  I  think  if  he  got  his  material  in  the  ordi- 
nary course,  and  was  perfectly  sincere  m  his  motives,  he  would  be 
right. 

Q.  Then,  you  think  that  sincerity  is  the  thing  that  should  be  con- 
sidered rather  than  the  effect? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  a  man  should  be  judged  by  the  purity  of  his  motives,  even 
though  he  demoralizes  completely  the  military  and  naval  defenses  of 
our  country? — A.  I  think  his  motives  W'onld  probably  militate 
against  the  offense  he  might  be  guilty  of.  I  think  that  is  a  common 
understanding. 

Q.  Do  not  you  think  that  in  other  countries,  military  nations  like 
(xermany  and  France,  Russia,  Austria,  and  Italy,  if  any  person 
should  do  that,  should  find  out  by  mysterious  ways  or  seci'et  ways 
the  inmost  secrets  of  their  military  and  naval  defenses  and  make 
them  public,  even  with  the  most  laudable  ambition  in  tiying  to  im- 
prove those  matters,  that  such  a  person  would  be  condemned  of 
treason  in  such  case  as  this? — A.  I  can  not  answer  that.  That  Would 
depend  upon  the  attitude  of  the  government,  the  governmental  at- 
titude. 

Q.  But  is  it  not  extremely  reprehensible,  approaching  treason,  for 
an  individual  or  a  citizen  of  a  (?ountry  to  seek  to  pry  out  the  inmost 
secrets  of  the  inventions  of  our  country  and  make  it  public,  although 
in  seeking  to  do  so  he  thinks  ho  can  improve  our  defenses  by  so 
doing? — A.  I  think  it  WM)uld  he  a  case  of  mistaken  judgment  on  his 
part,  and  certainly  be  regarded 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  those  things  should  be  reprehended  or 
even  punished? — A.  As  I  say,  it  would  depend  entirely  on  tlie  in- 
tent. 

Q.  Mr.  Littleton  desires  this  question  to  be  asked :  "Why  did  you 
not  publish  in  full  the  report,  excerpts  from  which  appeared  in  your 
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article?" — ^A.  Because  I  think,  as  a  rule,  I  did  not  have  but  what  I 
used.     My  impression  is  that  I  did  not  have  anything  but  extracts. 

Q.  '*  Was  it  not  because  they  were,  taken  as  a  whole,  favorable  to 
the  Holland  or  diving  type  of  submarines? " — A.  As  I  have  ex- 
plained, those  things  came  to  me  absolutely  without  any  knowledge 
of  their  source. 

Q.  The  extracts  only  came  to  you? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  If  they  came  in 
that  form  they  may  have  been  sent  because  they  seemed  to  bear  on 
certain  particular  points,  and  inasmuch  as  they  bore  on  those  points 
I  found  them  useful. 

Q.  Did  these  envelopes  which  contained  these  articles  contain  in- 
formation of  an^hing  else,  any  other  matter? — A.  No;  I  do  not 
recall  that  they  did. 

Q.  Did  they  contain  reports  of  the  War  Department? — A.  No,  sir. 
I  had  no  interest  in  the  War  Department. 
Q.  Just  reports  of  the  Navy  Department? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  thev  contained  only  portions  of  reports  which  concerned 
the  type  of  submarine  in  which  you  were  interested  ? — ^A.  They  con- 
ttiined  portions  of  reports,  as  far  as  I  remember,  only  of  the  sub- 
marines in  the  United  States  service. 

Q.  And  only  of  portions  of  those  reports  on  the  side  in  which  you 
were  interested? — A.  Well,  no.  They  were  simply  parts  of  reports 
showing  certain  features,  certain  performances. 

Q.  Let  me  get  at  it  so  you  can  understand  what  I  am  driving  at. 
The  report  of  Lieutenant  Nelson  contained  certain  favorable  facts  as 
to  the  operations  of  the  boat  he  was  experimenting  with ;  it  contained 
certain  criticisms  of  the  actions  or  construction  of  that  boat,  or  both 
a  commendation  and  a  criticism. — ^A.  I  really  do  not  recall  tnat. 

Q.  You  do  recall  the  criticisms? — A.  I  do  recall  them,  because 
there  is  what  I  used. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  point  of  the  criticism  or  the  commendation  of 
the  type  of  boat,  or  the  vessel  itself? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Would  not  you  remember  if  it  had  accompanied  it? — ^A.  I 
would  probably  remember,  and  then  again  I  might  not.  I  know  Mr. 
Nelson  has  commended  the  boat.  I  Imow  he  probably  had  the  best 
reasons  for  doing  it. 

Q.  Then  you  wei-e  working  with  a  particular  theory  in  view  and 
only  used  or  desired  whatever  appeared  in  the  report  to  substantiate 
your  theory? — ^A.  I  only  used  what  bore  out  my  idea. 

Q.  And  anything  that  opposed  or  controverted  your  theory  you 
did  not  use  and  did  not  desire. — A.  It  would  not  have  had  any  point 
in  the  argument. 

Q.  Anything  that  opposed  your  theories  or  the  purpose  of  your 
argument  you  would  not  use? — A.  I  probably  should  have  qualified 
it  if  I  had  had  that  information. 

Q.  So  the  chances  are  that  only  that  part  that  sustained  your 
views — ^that  is,  that  criticised  that  type  ox  construction — ^was  what 
reached  you? — ^A.  That  I  can  not  be  certain  of.  I  can  not  answer 
that,  sir. 

Q.  In  talking  to  your  friends  in  the  Navy  Department^  or  making 
whatever  arrangemetns  or  reaching  whatever  understanding  you  did 
readi  that  this  mformation  should  be  sent  to  you,  did  you  suggest  or 
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did  you  request  of  them  that  only  such  parts  should  be  sent  to  you  as 
bore  out  your  contention? — A.  iNo,  sir. 
Q,  What  was  it  that  you  asked  of  them  ? — ^A.  Any  information. 


Q.  An^  information  i— A.  Any  information. 


And  they  would  only  send  you  a  part  of  that  report  that  sus- 
tained your  particular  views  in  answer  to  such  a  request? — ^A.  They 
would  not  necessarily  do  that;   no,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  in  the  later  reports,  in  the  reports  concerning  the  Porpoise 
and  the  Shark,  which  I  think  were  later,  did  you  get  the  fuU  re- 
port?— A.  I  really  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  did  get  the  reports  which  criticised  that  type  of  construc- 
tion, didn't  you? — A.  If  1  have  used  it  there,  I  must  have. 

Q.  That  is  a  part  that  we  did  not  read,  but  you  did  use  it  here,  as 
shown  on  pages  234  and  235  of  your  article.  Now,  you  did  use  the 
part  that  criticised  the  construction  and  operation  of  those  vessels. 
Was  that  a  parl^  that  you  obtained  by  mail  in  that  way? — ^A.  I  think 
so,  sir. 

Q.  Were  there  no  commendatory  features  in  the  operation  or  con- 
struction of  those  vessels? — A.  You  .mean  anything  in  each  of  those 
reports  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  really  do  not  recollect.    They  probably  were. 

Q,  The  full  reports,  you  say,  did  not  reach  you? — A.  I  say  if  the 
full  reports  did  reach  me,  which  I  am  not  reaUy  certain  of,  I  would 
probably  include  everything. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  exactly  how  much  you  received? — A.  No, 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  examined  the  oflBcial  reports  on  file  to  know 
whether  any  of  it  was  omitted  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  examined  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Nelson  to 
know  whether  any  was  omitted  ? — ^A.  1  do  not  recall  having  seen  it, 

Q.  So  that  all  you  used  was  what  reached  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Might  it  not  have  been  an  entirely  garbled  and  incorrect  re- 
port?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  might. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  the  report  that  reached  you,  or  in  the 
portion  that  reached  you,  that  indicated  its  accuracy  or  verity? — 
A.  Nothing  whatever. 

Q.  And  you  used  it,  stating  that  it  was  a  part  of  an  official  report, 
not  knowing  whether  or  not  it  was  true  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  know  ? — A.  When  the  report  was  sent,  or  if  any 
part  of  it  was  sent,  the  date  of  the  report  and  the  source  was  stated, 
typewritten. 

Q.  Just  state  the  notation  that  would  appear  upon  the  Nelson 
report. — A.  Probably  giving  the  date  of  the  report,  and  say,  "  Re- 
ports by  Lieutenant  Nelson  on  the  performance  "  of  such  and  such 
a  vessel. 

Q.  That  is  all  it  would  be?— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  And  on  the  report  concerning  the  operations  of  the  submarine 
Shark  in  August,  19(H),  what  would  there  be  ? — A.  Probably  the  same 
thing. 

Q.  And  with  the  sinking  of  the  Porpoise  in  the  same  month? — A. 
Probably  the  same  thing. 

Q.  And  there  would  only  appear  just  about  what  you  have  used 
here,  would  there? — A.  In  all  likelihood,  yes. 
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Q.  And  you  have  not  attempted  since  that  time  to  verify  it? — A. 
I  have  not. 

Q.  And  }'Ou  have  taken  that  as  the  absolute  truth  and  based  your 
articles  upon  such  statement? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  information  as  to  whether  those  articles 
or  extracts  are  true? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  have  received  any  criticism 
in  any  way. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  checked  them  up  yourself  and  examined  any 
official  records  to  know  whether  they  are  true  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  naval  oiBcers  in  the 
Department  to  know  whether  the  extracts  that  were  sent  you  were 
correct  and  based  upon  facts? — A.  No,  sir.  I  concluded  that  as  no 
one  had  sent  anything,  that  thev  were  probably  true. 

Q.  Mr.  Littleton  asks :  "  Did  it  never  occur  to  you  to  look  up  the 
sources  of  this  information?" — ^A.  It  never  did. 

Q.  You  were  entirely  satisfied  with  whatever  information  you 

Kt  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  where  to  ga  Do  you  mean  to  find  out  who 
d  sent  it  to  me? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  had  no  idea  where  to  go. 

Q.  About  how  often  would  you  get  these  envelopes? — A.  There 
was  not  any  periodicity  about  them. 

Q.  Where  did  you  remain  during  all  the  time  that  you  were  in 
£iir<^>e?  How  many  different  places  did  you  live? — A.  I  was  per- 
manently in  Berlin. 

Q.  That  was  your  headquarters? — A.  That  was  my  headquarters. 

Q.  You  went  to  The  Hague? — A.  Yes,  sir.     I  went  to  Russia. 

Q.  You  went  to  St.  Petersburg? — A.  No,  sir;  I  went  to  Libau. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  there? — ^A.  My  impression  is  during  both 
trins  I  was  away  from  Berlin  between  three  and  four  weeks. 

Q-  Did  the  envelopes  come  to  you  at  Libau? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  come  to  you  at  The  Hague  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  reach  you  at  London  ? — A.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  I  did  receive  some  information  in  London. 

Q.  About  how  many  did  you  receive  in  Berlin? — A.  I  really 
could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  You  were  there  a  little  over  or  about  a  year  and  a  half? — A.  I 
was  there  sixteen  months.  Then  I  came  back  here,  and  went  back  to 
Berlin  in  December,  and  got  there  the  1st  of  January,  about,  and  re- 
mained there  until  April. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  of  these  communications  in  this  coun- 
try?— ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  "xVs  they  came  to  you  without  knowledge  of  their  source,  how 
did  you  know  they  were  official  records  from  the  files  of  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  Simply  the  statement. 

Q.  This  typewritten  statement? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  And  you  say  vou  have  not  received  any  since  you  have  been  in 
this  country  ? — ^A.  So,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  addressed  all  to  your  Berlin  office,  or  did  they  follow 
you,  or  did  they  show  the  London  address  also? — A.  Whenever  they 
came  they  came  to  the  office. 

Q,  Which  office? — A.  The  company's  office. 

Q.  Which  office? — A.  The  company's  office — the  Electric  Boat 
Company's  office. 

Q.  That  was  in  London? — A.  In  Berlin. 
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Q.  Did  thev  all  come  to  Berlin  ! — ^A,  To  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
they  did.  I  have  no  certainty  whether  I  received  any  in  London  or 
not 

Q.  Are  you  certain  whether  you  received  any  at  The  Hague  or 
not? — ^A.  We  were  only  there  on  a  visit. 

Q.  So  you  received  no  mail? — ^A.  No,  sir;  except  mail  from  the 
company. 

Q.  But  you  can  not  tell  whether  you  received  any  in  London  or 
not? — ^A.  1  can  not  answer  definitelv. 

Q.  Were  you  receiving  them  while  you  were  gathering  this  infor- 
mation concerning  the  Octopus  at  the  time  of  your  conference  with 
the  Holland  officers? — A.  Did  I  receive  it  there? 

Q.  Yes.  About  how  often  would  you  get  these  envelopes? — ^A.  As 
I  say,  they  had  no  periodicity.    They  came  at  intervals. 

Q.  Would  you  get  one  every  month  or  so? — ^A.  Probably  not. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  others  than  what  are  noted  in  this  article? — A. 
No.  sir;  I  nave  no  recollection  of  any. 

Q.  Then  you  got  probably  four,  as  I  can  read  the  article? — A.  I 
would  not  like  to  answer  definitely. 

Q.  You  might  have  had  more  than  that? — A.  I  might  have  had, 
but  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  get  the  plans  of  the  Octopus^  as  you  state 
that  you  did  get  them,  as  shown  in  your  article  ? — ^A.  You  mean  not 
the  plans  of  the  Octopus^  but  the  drawings  of  the  experiments  in 
the  basin  ? 

Q.  No;  the  drawings  and  figures? — ^A.  Of  the  models? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  And  of  the  curves  of  performance? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  They  came  through  the  office. 

Q.  Through  the  Lake  company's  office  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  regular  course  of  business? — A.  In  the  regular  course 
of  business,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  So  you  were  not  responsible  for  the  procuring  of  them  ? — A.  In 
no  way  whatever, 

Q.  And  they  are  a  part  of  the  records  and  files  of  the  Berlin 
office  ? — A.  So  far  as  I  know ;  yes. 

Q.  But  these  numerous  communications  were  not  a  part  of  the 
records  and  files  of  the  office  ? — A.  They  were  sent  directly  to  me. 

Q.  Who  was  the  manager  of  the  Berlin  office? — A.  Mr.  Simon 
Lake. 

Q.  Personally? — A.  Personally. 

Q.  Did  you  show  these  communications  to  him? — A.  Whenever 
anything  came  I  discussed  them  with  him. 

Q.  So  that  he  knew  about  the  contents  of  these  typewritten  com- 
munications?— A.  He  knew  and  I  knew. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  have  any  knowledge  concerning  the  origin  of 
these  communications? — ^A.  Not  the  slightest.    We  both  wondered. 

Q.  You  both  wondered  ? — A.  We  both  wondered. 

Q.  Did  he  manifest  any  curiosity  as  to  finding  out  whether  they 
were  accurate? — A.  That  I  can  not  answer. 

Q.  He  never  suggested  to  you  ? — K,  No. 

Q.  And  you  were  entirely  satisfied,  without  taking  any  other  steps 
to  find  out^ — ^A.  I  assumed  that  whoever  took  the  trouble  to  send  this 
stuff  out  sent  it  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  correct.    I  could 
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not  understand  anybody  sending  information  that  was  apt  to  be 
erroneous. 

Q.  A  question  by  Mr.  Littleton.  "  Who  in  Washington  knew  your 
address  in  Berlin  and  knew  when  you  would  be  in  London?  " — ^A. 
That  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q,  Had  you  any  relatives  in  Washington  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whof — A.  I  have  a  married  sister. 

Q.  Living  here  in  the  city  now  ? — A.  Living  here  now. 

Q.  She  mew  your  address! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  she  any  communication  with  the  Navy  Department? — A. 
None  whatever  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Is  she  related  in  any  way  to  the  Navy  Department? — A.  None 
whatever. 

Q,  You  say  your  f amih'^  were  formerly  connected  with  the  Navy  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  friends  in  the  Navy  Department  would  know  your  ad- 
dress, some  of  them? — A.  Yes;  those  to  whom  I  wrote  for  reports. 

Q.  Who  did  you  write  to;  to  whom  did  you  send  letters? — A.  I 
wrote  to  various  people  in  the  Department  for  the  departmental  sup- 
plications. 

Q.  What  persons  did  you  write  to  in  the  Navy  Department,  per- 
sonal communications  or  any  other  communications? — A.  I  wrote 
to  the  chief  clerk  of  construction,  and  he  sent  me  some  of  the  Bureau's 
reports. 

Q.  That  is  Mr.  Bessellievere? — A.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Schaefer 
then.  Mr.  Schaefer  succeeded  Mr.  Bessellievere.  He  was  in  charge 
when  I  left  the  city. 

Q.  And  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Schaefer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  there  at  the  time  you  were  abroad  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Schaefer  before  you  went  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  wrote  him  ? — A.  And  I  wrote  him. 

Q.  And  he  knew  your  address? — A.  He  knew  my  address. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  person  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to 
whom  you  wrote  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  writing  to  anyone  else. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  wrote  you  during  that  time? — ^A, 
No,  sir;  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  who  loiew  your  address  during  that 
time,  who  was  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction? — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you  that. 

Q.  What  other  persons  in  the  Navy  Department  did  you  write  to 
during  that  time? — A.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Callahan,  asking  him  to  send 
me  a  copy  of  the  Register  and  the  annual  report  of  his  bureau,  and 
any  other  publications  that  he  was  free  to  distribute. 

Q.  And  he  sent  them  to  you? — A.  He  did  at  various  times. 

Q.  So  that  he  knew  your  address? — A.  Knew  my  address.  ^ 

Q.  Was  there  anv  other  person  in  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  who 
knew  your  address? — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  any  other  person  in  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  having  done  so. 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  anybody  in  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineer- 
ing?— ^A.  I  think  I  sent  one  personal  letter  to  Mr.  Sicard. 

Q.  Did  he  reply? — ^A.  He  did  not.  I  wrote  him  approaching  my 
return  to  the  States.  I  used  to  send  him  post  cards  from  various 
places. 


882  HSABI£r<36  ON   HOUSE  BB80LUTION  288. 

Q.  iSo  that  he  knew  your  address? — ^A.  Yes;  of  course  he  knew-  it. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  communications  from  him,  do  you 
know  ? — A.  Not  that  I  can  recall. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  send  you  anything? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  oot 
remember.    It  was  purely  personal. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  his  charge  or  available  to  him  that  he 
could  send  vou  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  anything. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  write,  or  who  knew  your  address,  in  the 
department  of  ordnance? — A.  Mr.  Brandt,  the  chief  clerk. 

Q.  Did  you  write  him? — ^A.  Yes;  for  a  copy  of  the  annual  report. 

Q.  Did  lie  send  you  anything? — ^A.  He  sent  me  the  annual  report. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  extracts  from  reports  in  his  department  ? — A. 
That  I  could  not  answer. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Brandt  concern- 
ing extracts  that  you  have  received? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  person  in  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  did  you  have  any 
communication  with  anybody  there? — A.  No,  sir.  J  have  an  old 
personal  friend  there,  who  I  knew  was  abroad.  I  never  had  any 
correspondence  with  him.    He  knew  where  I  was. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  he  know? — A.  I  simply  told  him  before  I 
went  back. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  sent  you  these  reports? — ^A.  I  should 
not  think  they  would  have  come  within  his  provmce. 

Q.  What  was  his  name? — ^A.  Barry. 

Q.  "What  was  his  full  name? — A.  Richard  Barry,  I  think. 

Q.  In  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  dont  know  whether  he  sent  you  any  of  these  communi- 
cations?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  these  reports  were  posted  at  Washngton,  did  you  never 
upon  receipt  of  them  run  over  the  range  of  your  acquaintance  and 
speculate  upon  the  possible  or  probable  sender  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  never 
did.     I  could  not  imagine  who  had  sent  them. 

Q.  You  never  tried  to  find  out  ? — A.  T  had  no  way  of  finding  out. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  inquire  at  the  Department  since  you  have  been 
there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  there  many  times  since  your  arrival  in 
this  country  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  injuries  to  find  out  who  acconmiodat^ 
you  in  that  way  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  inquired  of  Mr.  Callahan  whether  he  sent  you  any  of 
those  things? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  inquired  of  Mr.  Alexander  whether  he  sent  you 
any  ? — A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  of  Mr.  Schaef er  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  thank  Mr.  Schaefer  or  Mr.  Callahan  for  sending  you 
what  they  did  ? — A.  I  did  not^ 

Q.  Did  they  ever  intimate  to  you  they  had  ever  sent  anything 
out? — A.  No,\sir. 

Q.  And  you  never  asked  of  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  entirely  satisfied  not  to  know  ? — A.  I  had  no  way  of 
finding  out, 

Q.  You  oould  have  asked  ? — A.  I  could  have  asked. 

Q.  But  did  not  ask? — A.  I  did  not  ask. 
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Q.  Thett  you  were  satisfied  not  to  know,  weren't  you? — A.  I  was 
content  not  to  know. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  extremely  agreeable  not  to  know  who  who  sent  them 
to  you? — A.  Well,  1  don't  taiow  about  that.    I  simply  did  not  know. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  they  were  correct — you  did  not  know  they 
were  accurate,  did  you  ? — A.  Do  you  mean,  if  I  had  been  called  upon 
to  certify  that  they  were  correct  I  could  have  done  so? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  in  that  position. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  whether  they  represented  the  exact  truth,  6T 
the  whole  truth,  of  occurrences  that  they  referred  to,  did  you? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  try  to  find  out? — A.  I  had  no  Way  of  finding  out 

Q.  You  could  have  compared  the  reports. — A.  If  1  had  come  back 
here,  but  I  was  out  of  the  country. 

Q.  But  after  you  arrived  in  the  country  you  did  not  try? — ^A.  I 
did  not. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  care  to  try? — A.  If  I  had  heard — I  thought 
that  certainly  somebody  would  criticise. 

Q.  But  in  writing  technical  articles  like  these,  didn't  you  try  to 
put  out  the  exact  facts  concerning  the  things  you  wrote  about? — A. 
les;  as  far  as  I  can. 

Q.  Didn't  you  try  to  get  at  the  sources  of  information  ? — A.  As  far 
as  possible. 

Q.  Didn't  you  try  to  check  up  and  find  if  your  infortiaation  was  ac- 
curate and  correct? — A.  Generally. 

Q.  Then  why  didn't  you  do  it  in  this  case? — A.  Because  I  was  out 
of  the  country. 

Q.  After  you  arrived  in  the  country  why  didn't  you  do  it? — ^A. 
There  was  no  object  in  doing  that.     I  had  published  the  article. 

Q,  You  were  satisfied  to  let  it  go  then? — ^A.  I  felt  reasonably 
sure  it  must  haVe  been  correct. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  the  country  now  over  two  years? — A.  No;  I 
have  been  in  the  country  only  since  the  middle  of  November. 

Q.  You  have  been  down  to  the  Navy  Department  several  times 
since? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  talked  with  these  various  gentlemen  whose  names  you 
have  given  us? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  in  to  get  copies  of  Bureau 
reports. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  intimate  to  any  of  them  that  you  had  received 
these  mysterious  missives? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  told  anybody  that  you  had  received  this  informa- 
tion?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  ask  anybody  if  any  such  information  had 
been  setit  out? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  any  of  them  to  see  these  reports? — A.  No,  sir.  I 
considered  them  old  and  having  no  present  bearing. 

Q.  When  did  you  say  you  resigned  your  employment  with  the  Lake 
Company  ? — A.  When  I  left  London,  the  1st  of  November. 

Q.  And  your  employment  ceased  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  nave  haa  no  connection  with  them  since? — A.  With  the 
single  exception  of  having  the  pictures  and  having  these  plates  made 
for  the  post  cards. 
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Q.  So  that  in  your  original  examination  by  Mr.  Howard,  in  which 
you  said  that  the  Lake  Uompany  had  consulted  you,  you  had  refer- 
ence to  that,  did  you? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  That  was  just  the  supplying  of  post  cards  for  mailing  to  Mem- 
bers of  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  in  the  line  of  your  professional  work? — A.  Mr.  Lake 
had  not  the  photographs.  He  knew  that  when  I  was  in  Europe  I 
had  to  have  photographs,  and  he  wanted  those  pictures  and  did  not 
know  where  to  get  them,  and  he  naturally  thought  of  me,  and  he 
called  me  up  on  the  telephone. 

Q.  You  stated  that  "  Q.  They  are  still  your  clients? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
Q.  Whenever  they  have  need  or  your  services  ? — A.  Yes,  sir."  Now, 
that  has  been  the  extent  of  your  services  since  November? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  have  had  no  communication  with  them  with  reference  to 
submarine  matters  since  that  time  aside  from  these  postal  cards? — 
A.  Yes;  except  when  Mr.  Lake  has  called  once  or  twice  in  a  social 
way  upon  my  wife  and  myself.  We  just  simply  mentioned  the  fact; 
having  been  identified  for  several  years,  we  naturally  referred  to 
that. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  connected  with  any  other  submarine  company 
or  establishment? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  are  not  trying  to  do  any  business  outside  of  the  submarine 
business? — A.  Principafly  that  is  what  I  am  interested  in. 

Q.  You  have  not  consulted  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  consulted  some  with  the  Denver  concern? — A.  Yes; 
and  I  have  been  in  consultation  with  some  European,  or  in  communi- 
cation with  certain  European  builders  of  submarine  boats. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  Seeking  information  from  them. 

Q.  With  the  design  of  putting  the  boats  before  our  Navy  Depart- 
ment?— A.  Probably ;  yes. 

^  Q.  But  it  has  not  approached  a  business  suggestion  yet? — ^A.  No, 
sir ;  it  has  not. 

^  Q.  So  that  practically  you  have  not  had  any  submarine  business 
since  you  left  m  November? — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  But  have  been  devoting  your  time  to  literature? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  have  not  been  devoting  my  time  to  literature.  I  have  some  patent 
interests  in  regard  to  ordnance  matters. 

^  Q.  So  that  you  are  connected  with  ordnance  as  well  as  subma- 
rines?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  asked  you  a  question  concerning  the  different  policies  to  be 
pursued  by  the  Navy  Department ;  on  the  one  hand,  a  policy  by  which 
competition  is  held  and  the  terms  of  which  were  that  the  boat  which 
was  superior  in  the  contest  should  have  the  contracts  that  were  cov- 
ered by  such  appropriation,  or  a  policy,  on  the  other  hand,  by  which 
the  Department  laid  down  certain  standards  and  specifications,  and 
any  boat  that  came  up  to  that  should  have  a  chance  for  a  contract. 
Now,  you  said  that  you  thought  the  competitive  system  was  the 
best. — A.  I  think  I  said  that  I  thought  that  open  competition — that 
is,  so  far  as  the  boats  were  concerneo— was  the  better  way. 

Q.  You  think  you  got  better  boats  by  open  competition  by  boats 
than  by  open  competition  on  operation  and  construction  and  com- 
petitive tests  ? — A.  I  think  you  will  get  better  results,  for  this  reason. 
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that  if  a  company  is  building  a  boat  at  its  own  expense  to  enter  a  com- 
petition of  that  sort,  without  having  immediate  prospect  of  profiting 
by  a  purchase,  they  would  naturally  try  to  make  that  boat  as  cheap 
as  possible,  and  in  making  it  cheap  it  probably  would  fall  below  the 
possible  maximum  standard  that  could  be  produced  by  those  people, 
and  to  that  extent  I  do  not 

Q.  On  the  other  hand,  a  company,  if  it  knew  that  it  would  get 
valuable  contracts  if  it  would  put  forward  the  best  possible  boats, 
and  was  superior  in  the  test — would  put  forward  their  best  endeavor 
to  excel  in  these  tests  if  it  knew  that  if  it  won  it  would  get  a  con- 
tract— ^isn't  that  a  motive  that  would  inspire  the  concern  to  do  the 
very  best  it  could? — ^A.  That  would  depend  upon  whether  they  were 
all  put  on  the  same  basis. 

Wr  Supposing  they  were  all  put  on  the  same  basis  of  competition, 
such  as  the  tests  that  were  had  a  year  ago  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  the  fact. 

Q.  I  am  not  discussing  the  fact  as  to  whether  they  were  on  the  same 
basis,  but  assuming  that  they  were.  Wouldn't  it  be  an  inspiration  to 
the  builders  to  do  the  very  best  they  could  in  preparing  a  boat  for  the 
test  if  they  knew  that  if  they  won  out  they  would  get  a  contract 
rather  than  if  they  knew  that  if  they  won  they  would  not  know 
whether  they  would  get  any  contracts  or  not? — A.  The  only  way  I 
can  answer  that  is  by  telling  the  manner  in  which  the  competitors 
in  the  test  acted.  The  subsurface  people  built  a  very  small  boat  that 
could  not  possibly  be  expected  to  show  what  that  type  of  boat  is  sus- 
ceptible or  when  built  in  a  full-sized  form.  Their  purpose,  as  I 
gather  it,  was  merely  to  show  the  working  principle  of  their  vessel, 
and  if  that  proved  satisfactory  then  upon  the  basis  of  that  they  would 
be  willing  to  bind  themselves  by  a  contract  promising  certain  per- 
formances. So  far  as  the  Lake  people  are  concerned,  they  practically 
did  the  same  thing.  They  built  a  boat  at  their  own  expense,  but  they 
could  not  afford,  probably,  to  go  to  the  expense  of  producing  a  boat 
that  could  meet  in  points  of  speed  the  standard  set  by  the  Octopus^ 
which  had  been  built  for  the  Government.  All  they  wanted  to  show, 
as  I  gather  it,  was  the  working  principle  upon  which  their  boat  was 
intended  to  operate. 

Q.  So  they  did  not  try  to  build  the  best  kind  of  boat  they  could  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  imagine  they  did  not.    I  am  quite  certain  of  it. 

Q.  And  you  think  that  the  Octofus  was  the  best  possible  type  of 
boat  that  could  be  developed  in  that  type? — A.  I  do.  You  mean  up 
to  the  present  state  of  the  art?  They  are  probably  going  to  do  better ; 
I  know  they  are. 

Q.  If  a  concern  does  the  very  best  it  can,  with  the  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  getting  profitable  contracts  if  they  win,  does  not  that  tend  to 
make  them  produce  the  very  best  boat  they  can,  naturally  ? — A.  Oh, 
yes.  yes. 

Q.  If  that  plan  be  adopted,  is  there  anything  reprehensible  or  cor- 
rupt in  the  conduct  of  persons  who  favor  that  sort  of  action  ? — A.  It 
is  merelj  a  difference  of  opinion ;  that  is  all.  That  is  the  only  way  I 
gather  it 

Q.  So  far  as  the  jjublic  concerns  are  affected,  it  is  not  criminal  or 
corrupt  or  even  reprehensible,  is  it? — A.  I  should  not  construe  it 
that  way ;  no,  sir. 
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Q.  A  question  by  Mr.  Pendleton :  "  Have  you  continued  to  receive 
reports  from  the  S^avv  Department  since  vou  returned  to  this  coun- 
try?"—A.  No,  sir.      ^ 

Q.  When  did  they  stop  ? — A.  I  really  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  They  stopped  when  you  left  Berlin? — A.  Some  time  while  I 
was  abroad. 

Q.  And  what  reports  you  have  received  since A.  1  have  not 

received  any  reports. 

Q.  You  liave  kept  up  your  interest? — A.  I  have  not  kept  up  my 
interest  in  the  same  way;  no,  sir, 

Q.  Reports  for  the  last  vear  were  available  during  the  fall  after 
you  returned  home? — A.  T^os,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  have  not  received  them? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  furnished  any  of  these  reports  to  any  of  your  Euro- 
pean clients? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  agreed  to  furnish  any  such  information  as  you  could 
obtain  to  your  European  clients? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  One  more  question  by  Mr.  Littleton:  "Do  you  believe  that  a 
company  which  has  knowledge  of  the  secret  and  confidential  records 
of  the  l^avy  Department  regarding  the  construction  of  its  rival  ves- 
sels has  no  advantage  over  the  latter  in  a  competitive  test?" — A.  It 
would  depend  entirely  upon  what  that  information  constituted. 

Q.  Supposing  that  they  had  the  specifications,  the  drawings,  would 
not  that  give  mem  an  advantage? — A.  In  so  far  as  perhaps  those 
drawings  applied  to  the  features  of  their  own ;  possibly. 

Q.  Tney  could  calculate  as  well  as  the  other  upon  what  results 
could  be  expected  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  So  that  to  that  extent  it  would  be  an  advantage? — A.  If  they 
had  information  of  that  sort,  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Broussard: 
Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  answer  to  a  question  propounded  to 

?rou  by  Mr.  Howard  or  former  Senator  Thurston,  that  certain  al- 
egations  which  he  made  in  his  brief  which  you  read,  or  that  portion 
of  his  brief  which  appertained  to  the  superiority  of  the  Lake  over 
the  Octopus  outside  of  the  question  of  speed,  that  you  concurred  in 
it  with  the  Senator? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  that  I  said  that. 
I  took  that  statement  of  the  Senator's  and  I  answered  it  item  by 
item. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  or  disagree  with  him  as  to  some  of  the  con- 
clusions as  to  the  relative  worth  of  the  two  boats? — A.  I  do  not 
think  I  was  in  agreement  with  him  in  some  particulars. 

Q.  Wliat  particulars  were  you  not  in  agreement  with  him  ? — A.  I 
can  not  recollect  that.     If  you  will  let  me  see  that^ 

Q.  I  haven't  got  it.  Do  you  remember  wherein  you  disagreed 
with  him? — A,  No,  sir;  there  were  nine  or  ten  of  those  items 

Mr.  Thttrston.  The  chairman  has  the  paper. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  to  go  over  the  whole  matter  again.  The  fact  I 
want  to  ascertain  from  the  witness  is  whether  he  agreed  or  disagreed 
in  toto  or  in  part? — A.  I  think  I  disagreed  in  part. 

Q.  You  are  one  man  who  disagrees  with  the  Senator  as  to  some 
of  his  contentions  with  reference  to  the  Lake  boat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  special  board  of  experts  ap- 
pointed by  the  Navy  Department  to  judge  this  test  ? — A.  I  have  read 
so  much  of  it  as  has  been  in  print. 
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Q.  Wherein  do  jrou  disagree  with  that  board  with  reference  to 
the  questicms  propounded  you  in  the  Senator's  question  ? — A.  I  dis- 
agree with  the  finality  of  the  board's  findings  in  regard  to  the  question 
of  hydroplanes. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  disagreement  you  have  with  them? — A.  My 
remembrance  of  the  conclusions  of  the  board  brings  that  one  point 
to  my  mind. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  points  that  are  brought  to  your  mind  now 
that  the  question  is  asked  you? — A.  I  think  in  regard  to  the  super- 
structure that  I  would  disagree  with  them  upon  that — not  the  super- 
fitracture  as  applied  to  that  particular  boat,  but,  as  I  reed  the  re- 
port, their  general  condemnation  of  the  superstructure.  I  may  be 
wrong  about  that.    I  should  prefer  to  see  the  report  before  going 

Q.  You  may  be  wrong  about  it.  Of  cour?^  you  know  that  the  board 
was  unanimous  in  its  recommendations? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Construction  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, which  subsequently  passed  upon  this  reiwrt  of  the  special  board 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  this  test,  I  find  this  language:  ''  It  is  the 
onanimous  opinion  of  this  board,"  speaking  of  the  Board  on  Naval 
Construction — not  the  board  that  attended  the  trials — ^"  that  the  Oc- 
topus is  a  superior  boat  presented  for  test,  and  furthermore  that  she 
is  equal  to  the  best  boat  now  owned  by  the  United  States  or  imder 
contract"  Do  you  disagree  with  the  finding  of  the  Naval  Board? — 
A.  That  the  boat  was  equal  to  herself,  which  was  the  competitive 
boat? 

Q.  No,  sir;  upon  all  the  points  upon  which  thejr  were  called  to 
pass  with  reference  to  the  legislation  in  the  naval  bill  of  1907? — A. 
I  think  that  the  Octopus  was  superior  to  the  boat  presented  by  the 
Lake  company. 

Q.  But  you  state  you  disagree  with  the  Senator  only  on  two  points, 
as  I  remember? — A.  In  the  details. 

Q.  But  that  was  the  question  which  the  Navy  Department  had  to 
decide,  the  question  of  details. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  1  want  to  get  at  is,  the  Senator  disagrees  with  those  two 
boards;  you  seem  to  concur  with  the  Senator  in  most  of  his  conten- 
tions, and  you  seem  to  agree  with  the  board  in  some  of  its  contentions. 
I  want  to  get  specifically  in  this  record  wherein  you  disagree  with 
those  two  boards  of  experts  and  wherein  you  agree  with  the  Sena- 
tor.— A.  In  manner  of  detail. 

Q.  What  details? — A.  In  the  detail,  as  I  stated,  of  the  hydroplanes. 
I  do  not  consider  that  the  boat  was  a  fair  example  of  what  hydro- 
planes can  do  with  a  boat.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  boat  that  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  submitted  was  a  fair  example  of  what 
can  be  acc<Hnplished  in  the  vertical  movement  of  a  vessel  by  the  means 
of  hydroplanes.  Mr.  Spear  has  testified  himself  that  the  hydroplanes 
of  t6e  Octopus^  that  he  put  them  there  only  for  ocular  demonstration, 
but  the  point  which  would  establish  that  thev  were  not  worth  any- 
thing in  this  vessel  when  she  reached  a  speecf  of  5  or  5^  knots,  and 
failed  to  respond  to  the  control  of  the  hydroplanes — but  up  to  that 
point  I  agree  with  Mr.  Spear,  and  I  think  Mr.  Spear  could  have  car- 
ried his  argument  a  little  further  and  it  would  not  have  been  so  con- 
clusive. He  built  a  diving  boat,  a  boat  that  was  not  intended  to  go 
down  by  the  bow.  Hydroplanes  fixed  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
would  move  in  unison  will  not  control  the  horizontal  action  of  the 


888  HEABING6  ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION  288. 

boat.  They  only  control  the  vertical  action.  If  your  boat  is  of  such  a 
form  that  voluntarily  she  tends  to  dive  or  go  down  by  the  head  after 
reaching  a  certain  speed,  the  hydroplanes  won't  correct  that.  The 
only  thing  that  will  correct  that  will  be  some  supplemental  rudder 
to  make  up  the  difference,  unless  your  hydroplanes  work  independ- 
ently. If  your  forward  hydroplanes  do  not  work  in  unison  with  your 
aft  hydroplanes,  then  by  giving  them  a  particular  an^le,  perhaps  those 
aft  or  those  forward,  as  the  case  may  be,  you  are  able  to  control  the 
boat  horizontally.  And  from  the  best  authorities  that  I  can  get  they 
work  perfectly.  The  Lake  boat  did  not  work  perfectly,  because  the 
horizontal  hydroplanes  were  imperfectly  installed.  In  order  to  work 
upon  the  principle  on  which  the  Lake  boat  works,  the  hydroplanes 
must  be  placed  symmetrically  as  regards  the  center  of  buoyancy.  If 
those  are  placed  forward  of  the  center  of  buoyancy,  the  moment  you 
bring  pressure  to  bear  on  them  you  bring  it  to  bear  unevenly. 

Q.  Was  not  one  of  the  points  decided  that  there  was  more  stability 
in  the  Octopus  than  in  the  Lake  boat? — A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  The  Lake  boat  had  these  things? — A.  And  did  not  work  with 
them,  because  they  were  improperly  installed.  But  the  French  boats 
work  with  them,  and  the  Italian  boats  work  with  them. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  them  Avork  ? — A.  No ;  I  have  it  from  the  people 
who  have  seen  them ;  and  the  German  boats  work  perfectly. 

Q.  What  people  did  you  have  it  from,  experts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  \^Tiere  did  you  read  Mr.  Spear's  testimony? — A.  In  one  of  the 
parts. 

Q.  When  did  you  read  it? — A.  \Miy,  within  the  past  few  days. 

Q.  Before  or  after  you  were  examined  as  a  witness  here? — A.  Be- 
fore. 

Q.  You  take  some  interest  in  this  investigation? — A.  Naturally. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  copies? — A.  They  were  sent  to  me. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  I  think  by  Mr.  Whitney. 

Q.  Mr.  Whitney  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  company  ? — A.  He 
was ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  not  now? — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  he  is  not.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney and  myself  are  associated  in  certain  patents,  and  when  I  was 
here  I  said  to  Mr.  Whitney :  "  If  this  inquiry  publishes  the  hear- 
ings, if  you  can  get  them,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  you  send  me 
anything  that  bears  upon  the  subject." 

Q.  I  want  to  get  one  thing  straight  that  does  not  appear  to  me 
in  this  record.  At  what  time  did  you  leave  here  to  go  to  Europe  ? — 
A.  I  left  here  March  4,  1905. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  from  here  ? — A.  Directly  to  Berlin. 

Q.  Wliere  did  you  stop  in  Berlin? — A.  For  the  first  month  and 
a  half  at  the  Hotel  Savoy.     After  that  I  took  a  little  apartment. 

Q.  Where  was  your  office,  or  the  Lake  compam^'s  orace,  in  Ber- 
lin?— A.  On  University  strasse,  3b. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  from  Berlin? — A.  I  was  in  Berlin  until 
July,  1906,  and  then  I  came  back  to  the  States. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  went  to  Libau? — A.  During  the  time 
that  I  was  in  Berlin ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  'WTiere  did  you  go  from  Berlin?  What  trip  did  you  first  make 
out  of  Berlin? — A.  To  Russia. 

Q.  To  what  place? — A.  Libau. 
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Q.  How  long  did  vou  stay  there  ? — A.  We  were  away  from  Ber- 
lin the  better  part  of  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stop  there? — ^A.  At  the  Hotel  St.  Petersburg. 

Q.  From  that  place  wnere  did  you  go? — A.  Returned  to  Berlin. 

Q-  How  long  aid  you  remain  in  Berlin  at  this  time  before  mak- 
ing another  trip? — A.  I  think  I  was  there  about  a  month  or  so; 
then  returned  to  Libau  to  be  present  at  the  trials  of  the  boats. 

Q.  Did  you  stop  at  the  same  place? — A.  At  the  same  place. 

Q.  Then  did  you  return  to  Berlin  ? — ^A.  Returned  to  Berlin. 

Q.  From  Berlin,  where  did  you  go? — ^A.  In  July,  1906, 1  returned 
to  Berlin. 

Q.  Didn't  you  go  to  London  during  that  trip  ? — A.  In  coming  back. 

Q.  I  want  to  locate  your  itinerary. — A.  In  making  the  trip  from 
Berlin  I  went  by  way  of  Flushing  to  London,  took  a  steamer  at 
Southampton. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  The  Hague? — A.  In  April. 

Q.  You  skipped  that  in  describing  this  trip. — ^A.  Oh,  well 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  placesyou  went  to. — A.  Then  The  Hague. 
I  went  to  Brussels  on  the  way  to  The  Hague. 

Q.  About  what  time  did  you  go  to  Brussels? — A.  I  was  in  Brus- 
sels, I  think,  early  in  April,  if  I  remember  rightly.  It  may  have  been 
the  latter  part  of  April. 

Q.  Then,  where  eFse  did  you  go? — A.  From  Brussels  I  went  to 
The  Hague,  and  I  was  there  the  better  part  of  three  days,  I  think — 
three  or  four  days,  and  then  I  returned  to  Berlin. 

Q.  Suppose  you  answer  this  question:  Where  did  you  land  in 
Europe  upon  that  trip?  And  describe  the  places  you  visited  from 
BerUn  until  you  returned  to  this  country.  I  want  to  get  it  straight. — 
-V.  I  landed  at  Antwerp,  went  from  Antwerp  to  Brussels,  from 
Brussels  to  CJologne,  from  Cologne  to  Hamburg,  from  Hamburg  to 
Berlin.  And  there  the  office  was  established.  1  got  there  in  March, 
li>05.  In  July,  I  think  it  was  about  the  4th  of  July,  we  went  to 
Libau.  We  were  away  from  Berlin  about  ten  days.  We  returned 
to  Berlin  and  stayed  there  until  some  time  in  August,  I  think  about 
the  1st  of  August  We  returned  to  Libau  then  to  conduct  the  ac- 
ceptance trials  of  the  vessels  built.  Came  back  from  Libau  and  re- 
mained in  Berlin  until  the  following  April ;  the  latter  part  of  April, 
if  I  remember  right. 

Q-  April,  1907?— A.  1906.    Then  I  went  to  The  Hague. 

Q.  But  you  said  July  a  while  ago. — A.  No;  pardon  me.  You 
wanted  this  itinerary.  I  went  to  The  Hague  and  was  there  the  better 
part  of  three  or  four  days,  going  by  way  of  Brussels,  and  returned 
from  The  Hague  to  Berlin.  From  Berlin  again  I  went  with  Mr. 
I^k<*  to  The  Hague.  We  were  there  some  days — I  do  not  remember 
exactly  how  many;  then  we  returned  to  Berlin.  In  July  following 
we  went  to  London  to  take  the  steamer  for  the  States.  We  returned 
here,  coming  back,  I  think,  about  the  16th  of  July. 

Q.  The  I^ake  company  did  not  have  any  offices  in  Berlin  until  after 
you  got  there? — A.  Not  until  after  we  got  there. 

Q.  But  j'ou  established  those  offices  while  you  were  there? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  know  before  you  left  where  those  offices  would  be 
located?— A.  No. 
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Q.  You  stated  in  some  of  your  testimony  that  before  leaving  yoii 
went  around  to  the  Departments  and  bade  good-bye  to  your  friends 
there.  Did  you  tell  them  if  there  was  anything  new  turned  up  t<i 
send  it  along?  Where  did  you  tell  them  to  sena  it? — A.  By  way  of 
the  company's  offices  here  in  Bridgeport. 

Q.  You  said  in  another  statement  that  the  letter  that  carried  this 
information  to  you  was  a  typewritten  address,  and  there  was  no 
writing  on  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  they  typewrite  the  new  address  from  Bridgeport  to 
the  point  where  you  received  them? — A.  That  was  not  typewritten. 

Q.  But  you  said  it  was  not  in  writing. — A.  That  is  my  mistaka 

Q.  Whose  handwriting  was  it  ? — A.  One  of  the  clerks  in  the  office. 

Q.  Wliich  clerk?— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Where  did  he  send  it?— A.  He  sent  it  first  to  the  company *s 
office,  which  was  established  in  April. 

Q.  The  Lake  company's  office  in  Bridgeport  sent  it  to  you  at  the 
Lake  office  in  Berlin  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  So  there  was  some  handwriting  on  the  letter? — A.  Juat  the 
redirection. 

Q.  You  said  specifically  that  the  only  mark  on  it  was  the  stamp  at 
Washington  and  that  there  was  not  anything  on  the  envelope  outside 
of  a  tA^pewritten  name.  Explain  that. — A.  I  can  not  explain  it, 
except  that  in  writing  ultimately — ^you  mean  wh^  was  there  a  change  ? 

Q,  Yes. — A.  In  writing  ultimatelv  to  my  friends  in  the  Depart- 
ment I  wrote  from  the  company's  address. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  tell  that  at  first  when  you  were  specifically 
examined  as  to  what  was  on  the  envelope? — ^A.  That  is  my  oversight ; 
that  is  all. 

Q.  What  address  did  ^ou  give  to  these  friends  at  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment?— A.  I  simply  said  any  lettei^s  sent  to  me  by  the  Bridgeport 
office  will  reach  me. 

Q.  Then  you  said  you  wondered  when  you  got  these  documents,  in 
another  part  of  your  testimony. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  made  you  wonder  when  you  had  left  word  with  every- 
body to  send  you  anything  that  came  along? — ^A.  I  did  not  know 
who  had  sent  them. 

Q.  That  made  you  wonder? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  asked  a  lot  of  people  in  the  Navy  Department  to  send 
you  a  lot  of  things  and  then  you  wondered  who  sent  them  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  then  wondering  you  did  not  try  to  find  out  who  sent 
them? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  in  another  part  of  your  testimony  that  you 
said  you  didn't  know  where  you  could  have  found  out  where  these 
documents  came  from. — A.  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  You  had  left  word  with  the  Navy  Department  to  send  you 
literature  that  applied  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  then  you  didn't 
know  where  you  could  find  out  who  sent  it  to  you?~A.  In  saying 
that  I  said  to  my  friends,  ''  If  anything  turns  up  of  interest  send  it 
along.  I  will  be  always  glad  to  get  it,"  or-  words  to  that  effect  I 
did  not  specify  anything. 

Q.  But  they  knew  wliat  you  wanted  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  they  did. 

Q,  They  sent  you  what  you  wanted? — A.  Somebody  did;  I  don't 
know  who. 
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Q.  You  don't  know  who? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  try  to  find  out?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  information  was  valuable  to  you? — A.  It  seemed  to  be 
instructive. 

Q.  It  was  valuable  as  well  as  instructive  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  try  to  find  out  the  Good  Samaritan  that  was  dis- 
tributing this? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  they  did  not  come  from  the  Lake  company? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  of  that? — A.  I  have  no  reason  to  know 
from  whom  it  came. 

Q.  They  did  not  see  this  article  that  you  wrote  in  the  United 
States  ArtiUery  Journal? — A.  No,  sir;  not  until  after  it  was  pub- 
hshei 

Q.  They  never  told  you  that  they  read  it,  any  of  them?— A.  That 
I  can  not  say, 

Q.  They  never  approved  of  your  writing  it? — A.  I  do  not  think 
they  approved  of  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  they  did  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  are  some  coincidences  here  I  would  like  you  to  enlighten 
me  on.  If  they  did  not  approve  of  it,  will  you  kindly  tell  me  how 
these  coincidences  happened  i  At  page  54  of  the  circular,  published  by 
the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  appears  a 
picture,  showing  "'  The  action  of  long-tubed  instruments  in  a  diving 
ooat,"  and  in  the  article  in  the  Journal  of  the  United  States  Artillery, 
on  a  page  between  pages  232  and  233,  appears  the  identical  photo- 
graph, marked  "  Fig.  3.  Effects  of  oscillation  on  use  of  sighting  in- 
struments."— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  that  drawing. 

Q.  How  does  this  coincidence  happen,  that  if  the  Lake  company 
did  not  approve  of  your  writing  tne  article  in  the  Journal  or  the 

United  States  Artillery A.  It  occured  in  this  way:  I  made  that 

drawing  for  the  catalogue 

Q.  For  the  catalogue? — A.  For  the  catalogue,  and,  having  a  copy 
of  it,  I  sent  it,  with  some  of  the  text,  to  the  editor  of  the  Journal  of 
the  United  States  Artillery. 

Q.  There  is  another  coincidence  at  page  87  of  this  circular  of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  where  appears  this  language :  "  Sir 
William  H.  White,  K.  C.  JB.,  has  this  to  say  in  regard  to  the  diving 
lK)ats  and  their  weaknesses :  '  It  is  not  possible  to  secure  the  power 
of  diving  rapidly  without  accepting  the  risk  of  going  to  the  bottom 
before  the  enemy  is  reached.'  "  In  your  article  in  the  Journal  of  the 
United  States  Artillery,  page  249,  I  find  this  language :  "  Surely 
v^ry  grave  risks  will  be  run  m  getting  a  boat  of  that  type  anywhere 
within  striking  distance  of  an  active  enemy,  and  one  can  not  help  but 
recall  what  Sir  William  White  has  said  in  his  able  article  upon  sub- 
marines in  the  London  Times  of  1905 :  "  It  is  not  possible  to  secure 
the  nower  of  diving  rapidly  without  accepting  the  risk  of  going  to 
the  bottom  before  tne  enemy  is  reached."  How  do  you  explain  this 
coincidence? — A.  How  do  you  mean  to  explain  this? 

Q.  If  the  boat  company  did  not  appjrove  of  your  article  in  the 
♦lounial,  how  does  it  come  that  you  have  introduced  that  in  both  their 
advertisement  of  their  wares  and  your  article  in  behalf  of  art? — A. 
In  the  same  case,  if  my  recollection  serves  me  right,  the  primary 
objection  that  they  had  to  my  argimient  was  that  it  was  too  con- 
troversial. 
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Q.  You  said  you  never  talked  with  them  about  it? — A.  They  told 
me  about  it  after. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  discussed  it  with  them,  and  you  said  no. — A. 
I  said  afterwards  that  I  knew  that  they  disapproved  of  it. 

Q.  I  find  this  quotation  in  the  circular,  at  page  87 :  "  Prof.  James 
H.  Biles,  LL.  D.,  had  this  to  say  in  part  at  the  same  meeting 
of  the  Institution  of  Naval  Architects :  '  The  matters  connected  with 
submarines  have  been  prudently  kept  secret  by  the  admiralty  while 
they  were  in  process  of  development,  but  a  great  many  of  them  have 
not  remained  secret,  and  I  suppose  there  are  a  great  many  people 
who  are  willing  to  devote  their  energies  and  brains  to  the  considera- 
tion of  some  or  these  difficult  problems  in  connection  with  submariners 
which  have  apparently  not  been  completely  solved.  One  of  these 
questions  is  the  longitudinal  stability  of  the  boat  near  the  surface  of 
tne  water  ' " — that  is  in  italics — ^"  '  where  the  water-line  area  is  so  con- 
stantly changing  form  even  in  still  water,  and  where  it  is  changing 
so  much  more  rapidly  and  in  such  a  varying  way,  according  to  the 
varying  conditions  of  speed  and  sea  through  which  the  vessel  is 
g;oing.  The  problem  is  quite  a  complicated  one;  it  is  one  that  pos- 
sibly can  only  be  '  " — and  this  is  in  italics — "  'solved  completely  by 
experience  at  sea  '  " — that  is  the  end  of  the  italics — "  'but  as  the'  '• — 
and  this  is  in  italics  again — '' '  solving  of  it  involves  risk  of  the  sink- 
ing of  the  vessel '  " — and  that  is  the  end  of  the  italics — ^" '  it  is  cer- 
tamlv  much  more  desirable  to  carry  out  investigations  at  first  on  a 
small  scale  rather  than  on  the  full  size.' " 

At  page  249  of  the  article  in  the  Journal  of  the  United  States 
Artillery  I  find  this :  "  Prof.  J.  H.  Biles,  at  the  July  meeting  of  the 
Institution  of  Naval  Architects,  in  1905,  speaking  of  the  experience 
had  with  submarine  boats  of  the  diving  type,  and  of  those  of  that 
type  in  the  British  navy  particularly,  said :  *  The  matters  connected 
with  submarines  have  been  prudently  kept  secret  by  the  admiralty 
while  they  were  in  process  of  development,  but  a  great  many  of  them 
have  not  remained  secret,  and  I  suppose  there  are  a  great  many  peo- 
ple who  are  willing  and  able  to  devote  their  energies  and  brains  to  the 
consideration  of  some  of  these  difficult  problems,  in  connection  with 
submarines,  which  have  apparently  not  been  completely  solved.  One 
of  these  questions  is  the  longitudinal  stability  of  the  boat  near  the 
water,  where  the  water-line  area  is  so  constantly  changing  form  even 
in  still  water,  and  where  it  is  changing  so  much  more  rapidly  and  in 
such  a  varying  way  according  to  the  varying  conditions  of  speed  and 
sea  through  which  the  vessel  is  going.  The  problem  is  quite  a  com- 
plicated one;  it  is  one  that  probably  can  only  be  solved  completely 


vestigations  at  first  on  a  small  scale  rather  than  on  the  full  size.' " 
Is  that  a  coincidence? — A.  It  is  from  the  same  source. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  that  you  wrote  this  circular  for  the  boat 
company? — A.  I  helped  in  that,  yes. 

Q.  Wnen  did  you  write  it? — A.  I  wrote  it  first  in  BerUn  and  com- 
pleted it  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  Did  you  write  the  article  for  the  magazines  first  in  Berlin? — 
A.  First  in  Berlin. 
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Q.  Ojr  altogether  in  Berlin? — ^A.  No;  first  in  Berlin,  and  I  com- 
pleted it  in  tne  United  States;  that  is,  I  went  over  it  and  smoothed 
it  ap. 

Q.  And  no  officer  of  the  boat  companv  knew  anything  about  your 
ma^pftzine  article  in  the  Journal  of  the  United  States  Artillery? — ^A. 
Until  it  was  pablished. 

Q.  And  then  it  disapproved  of  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  And  the  reason  was  what? — A.  Because  it  was  apparently  too 
controversial. 

Q-  I  did  not  think  that  they  would  object  to  any  controversy. — A. 
I  would  much  prefer  to  let  the  company  answer  that. 

Q.  The  date  of  your  argument  published  in  behalf  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  is  in  September,  1906? — A.  That  is  when 
it  was  started ;  that  is  when  it  was  first  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
printer. 

Q.  That  is  the  date  marked  upon  it. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  date  of  this  article  of  yours  in  the  Journal  of  the 
X'nited  States  Artillery  is  November- December,  1906 — A.  Following. 

Q.  So  the  circular  was  out  first,  and  then  the  magazine  article  sup- 
plemented it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  wrote  both  of  them  ? — A.  I  wrote  both  of  them. 

Q.  What  was  this  circular  for  of  the  boat  company? — A.  The 
company  must  answer  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  went? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  to  attend  to  that  as  you  did  the  postal 
cards? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  say  you  got  the  plans  that  are  published  on A.  Dia- 
gram showing  the  curves  of  resistance. 

Q.  From  the  regular  channels  in  your  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  the  boat  company's  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  gave  them  to  youf— A.  They  were  brought  over  to  my 
desk  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  just  as  any  information  would 
be  brought  to  it. 

Q.  Where  could  they  have  been  gotten  ? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Where  are  they  on  deposit? — A.  If  they  are  anywhere  they  are 
in  the  company's  possession  at  Berlin. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  particular  set  that  was  brought  you, 
but  I  mean  the  originals  from  which  they  were  made? — A.  That  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  business  where  would  they  go?— 
A  They  might  be  in  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  they  might  be  in 
Mr.  Taylor's  own  files.  Mr.  Taylor  made  that  report,  Naval  Con- 
structor Taylor. 

Q.  Isn't  he  in  the  Navy  Department? — A.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  resident 
of  the  navy-yards,  in  charge  of  the 

Q.  You  do  not  know  wnether  they  got  them  from  the  navy-yard 
where  Mr.  Taylor  was  or  at  the  Navy  Department? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not 

Q.  But  the  source  was  from  naval  authority? — A.  So  far  as  I 
know,  I  only  know  that  the  matter  was  left  on  my  desk. 

Q.  You  worked  nine  years  in  the  Navy  Department.  Plans,  docu- 
ments, drawings  of  battle  ships,  and  other  b(mts,  and  contracts  go  to 
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the  Navy  Department? — ^A.  The  original  source  of  information  was 
the  navy-yara. 

Q.  Then  some  one  connected  with  your  company  at  that  time  had 
access  to  the  documents  that  belonged  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  or  the  navy-yard? — ^A.  I  can  not  answer  that. 

Q.  How  could  they  get  tiiem  otherwise? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  way  by  which  you  could  get  them  with- 
out going  to  the  man  in  charge  of  them? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  The  officer  in  charge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  way? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  that  the  man  who  got  them  must  have  gone  there? — A.  He 
might  have. 

Q.  Wouldn't  he  have  to  do  it? — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  It  seems  that  matters  that  are  called  confidential — the  word 
"  confidential "  as  used  in  the  'Nslxj  Department — and  from  ycfttr 
testimony  it  means  confidential  only  to  Congress,  because  you  nave 
testified  that  matters  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  toot  send 
to  Congress  you  have  gotten  access  to  through  some  medium  or 
Other,  spiritualistic  or  in  some  way  unknown  to  you,  and,  of  course, 
unknown  to  us.  Will  you  now  tell  us  what  becomes  of  documents 
marked  confidential,  that  heretofore,  while  you  were  in  the  employ 
of  the  Navy  Department,  came  into  your  care  and  keeping? — A.  1 
never  have  seen  any  reports  that  I  can  recall  in  the  Department  that 
were  marked  confidential. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  there  were  such  documents  during  that 
time? — A.  The  only  place  I  can  recall  where  confidential  docu- 
ments were  kept  was  in  the  office  of  the  naval  intelligence,  and  it 
was  the  general  practice  then  to  mark  everything  and  anything, 
everything  they  got,  as  confidential.  They  gave  it  that  atmosphere 
of  secrecy. 

Q.  That  meant  they  were  not  confidential? — A.  I  do  not  know 
about  that,  but  they  gave  them  the  complexion  of  secrecy. 

Q.  Did  they  have  a  certain  place  in  the  Navy  Department  where 
they  kept  these  confidential  relations  between  contractors  and  con- 
struction of  any  kind,  whether  movable  or  immovable,  in  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  I  should  imagine  that  confidential  matter  would 
be  put  in  the  Bureau  safe. 

Q.  No  one  could  get  access  to  that  unless  he  had  access  to  the 
safe? — A.  Hardly. 

Q.  So  if  anyone  connected  with  the  Navy  Department  or  con- 
nected with  the  Lake  Boat  Company  sent  you  that  particular  in- 
formation which  you  quote  in  this  article,  he  must  have  had  access 
to  the  safe  where  these  documents  are  kept? — ^A.  He  might,  and 
then  again  he  might  not. 

Q.  How  could  he  get  them  without  access  to  the  safe? — A.  Some 
while  ago,  when  I  was  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  in  the  chief  clerk's 
office  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  I  was  chatting 
with  him,  and  he  went  over  to  his  safe,  and  he  said,  "  You  see  the 
condition  of  that  thing ;  it  is  all  full  of  confidential  matter ;  it  is  so 
full  that  I  have  not  room  for  all  that  I  have  of  it,"  and  he  pointed 
to  a  pile  in  the  corner,  or  a  large  roll,  and  he  said,  "  You  see  those 
plans  there?"  I  said,  "Yes."  He  said,  "Those  are  the  plans  of 
the  Lake  boat.  I  have  not  room  in  the  safe  for  them,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  to  do  with  them." 
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Q.  A  pitiful  condition  in  a  small  Government  like  ours,  isa^  it? — 
A.  The  fact  remains  that  that  was  the  case. 

Q-  Did  you  see  any  other  confidential  document  on  that  ocoa- 
8i<m  f — A.  I  did  not  know  that  they  were  confidential  until  I  was  told 
that  they  were  the  plans  of  the  Lake  Toi^pedo  Boat  Company,  and  I 
assume  that  they  are  just  as  confidentiid  as  the  others. 

Q.  None  of  them  were  ever  turned  over  to  you  while  you  were  in 
the  service  of  the  Navy  Department? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  the  keeping  of  any  oi  them? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  had  the  keeping  of  them  while  you  were  there  ? — A.  I  do 
not  recollect. 

Q.  Who  was  the  gentleman  of  whom  you  were  q>eaking? — A.  This 
was  only  the  other  day ;  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Q.  Who  was  that  gentleman? — ^A.  Chief  derk  of  the  Biu^eau  of 
Ooostruction  and  Bepair. 

Q.  What  is  his  name? — A.  Mr.  Schaefer. 

The  Chatbmak.  Is  there  any  other  member  of  the  committee  who 
desires  to  ask  any  questions? 

Q.  Here  is  another  question  by  Mr.  Littleton :  ^'  Do  you  think  that 
your  four  years'  experience  with  the  Lake  company,  the  most  of 
which  was  spent  abroad,  qualifies  you  to  criticise  the  finding  of  the 
American  bmrd  and  the  board  of  construction?  " — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  you  do  criticise  their  findings? — A.  I  have  done  so. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  Member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives present  who  desires  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions  ?  Is  there 
anyone  else  present,  either  in  person  or  by  counsel,  who  desires  to  sub- 
mit any  questions  to  this  witness  ? 

Mr.  Thukbton.  We  have  three  or  four  other  questions  on  behalf 
of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

The  Chairmak.  Mr.  Thurston  submits  these  questions  on  behalf 
of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  I  will  ask  Mr.  Stevens  to 
read  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Q.  '*  Prior  to  your  conversation  with  the  Holland  officers  at  The 
Hague,  had  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  its  English  representative, 
the  Maxim  company,  been  negotiating  with  or  endeavoring  to  secure 
contracts  for  the  construction  of  their  type  of  submarines  from  the 
Holland  Government?  " — A.  My  recollection  is  that  they  had. 

Q.  Did  you  get  that  information  at  that  time  ? — ^A.  No ;  I  ffot  that 
information  from  an  Englishman  that  came  over  here  at  we  time 
of  the  trial — at  the  time  the  Simon  Lake  10  was  running. 

Q.  So  you  got  no  information  at  the  time  you  were  there? — A.  I 
do  not  recollect  it. 

Q.  Were  they  represented  there  at  the  time  you  were  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
within  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  it  talked  about  in  any  way  while  you  were  there? — A.  My 
recollection  was  that  both  the  English  concern  and  the  German 
bfiilders  were  trying  to  get  contracts  with  the  Dutch  Government. 

Q.  Were  th^  represented  there  at  the  time  you  were  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  "  Have  any  submarines  of  tlie  Holland  or  diving  type  been  con- 
structed, or  are  thw  now  under  construction  for  the  Holland 
Government?  " — A.  lliere  are  none  within  my  knowledge  now  build- 
ing.  There  was  one  built 
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Q,  Where?— A.  At  the  yard  at  Flushing,  Holland. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  Holland  officers  received  their  informi^ 
tion  as  to  certain  structural  features  of  the  Octopus? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  conversations  did  not  they  intimate  in  any  way  where 
they  got  that  information? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it.  The  only  thing 
I  do  recall  at  all  was  Lieutenant  Coster  remarked  that  Mr.  Rice  had 
sent  him  some  information,  and  asked  him  his  criticism,  and  he 
said  he  had  been  rather  outspoken  in  his  answer. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  the  answer  that  lieutenant  gave  you 
as  being  given  Mr.  Rice  Avas  that  which  is  contained  in  your  article  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Q.  "  So  far  as  you  know,  may  they  not  have  received  such  informa- 
tion in  the  course  of  negotiations  with  the  Electric  Boat  or  the  Maxim 
Company  "  ? — A.  It  is  quited  likely. 

Q.  They  did  not  give  any  indication? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Coster 
I  know  had  been  in  England  and  had  inspected  the  English  boats 
then  building  at  that  time  at  Vickers-Maxim  Company. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  board  that  was  negotiating  with  all  these 
concerns,  was  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  the  change  in  the  placing  of  the  diving  shaft  of  a  sub- 
marine made  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  its  diving  tendencies 
be  a  matter  that  would  naturally  be  stated  to  the  officers  of  any 
government  by  parties  endeavoring  to  secure  favorable  considera- 
tion or  contracts  for  the  construction  of  their  type  of  submarine  ? — A. 
It  might  be  stated  as  a  simply  mechanical  feature. 

Q.  Would  it  be  one  of  the  things  that  would  be  urged  upon  a 
naval  board  ? — A.  It  might  be. 

Q.  Might  it  not  be? — A.  It  might  not  be,  and  then  again  it  might 
be. 

Q.  If  there  was  a  contention  between  two  types  of  boats,  as  you 
have,  would  that  be  one  of  the  things  that  woula  be  naturally  urged 
to  overcome  some  of  the  difficulties? — A.  If  it  had  proved  that  it 
had,  it  probably  would  be  urged. 

Q.  It  might  or  might  not  be  urged? — A.  It  might  or  might  not 
be  urged. 

Q.  ^  Does  the  change  in  the  method  and  angle  of  placing  the  div- 
ing shaft  involve  any  secret  principle  that  in  your  judgment  would 
render  it  a  confidential  matter  in  any  naval  department?  " — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Is  it  a  well-known  principle  of  mechanics? — ^A.  It  is  a  well- 
known  principle  that  if  you  apply  much  power  in  a  manner  of  eflfect 
leverage  that  you  should  accomplish  certain  results,  and  that  is 
what  it  amounts  to  there. 

Q.  Is  it  so  in  other  types  of  naval  construction? — ^A.  It  is  so  in 
other  types  of  naval  construction — ^to  facilitate  the  turning  of  the 


Q.  "Would  it  not  be  necessary  for  any  company  endeavoring 
to  secure  from  any  government  contracts  for  the  construction  of  sub- 
marines to  furnish  to  the  officers  of  such  government  the  general 
character,  construction,  and  principles  of  the  boats  they  proposed  to 
construct?" — A.  It  is  quite  likely. 

Q.  -What  are  the  thmgs  that  you  urged  before  the  naval  board 
as  to  why  they  should  purchase  your  boat? — A.  You  generally  go 
into  the  various  merits  of  your  boat,  that  is  all.    The  question  of 
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speed,  the  question  of  control,  the  question  of  torpedo  equipment, 
etc,  etc. 

Q.  You  give  any  information  you  have? — ^A.  You  simply  turn 
yourself  inside  out,  as  far  as  you  can,  in  order  to  secure  a  contract. 

Q.  Give  information  that  will  be  secret  with  any  other  govern- 
ment if  you  have  it? — A.  You  would  naturally  urge  your  own  ad- 
vantagesT 

Q.  And  the  disadvantages  of  the  other  fellow? — ^A.  Yes;  that  is 
business,  I  believe. 

Q.  "Could  any  other  company  except  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
•any  present  any  submarine  for  real  competition  in  American  waters 

fore  October  1  next?  " — ^A.  I  should  sajr  not. 

Q.  The  Denver  Company  could  not  do  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  Berger  Company? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  their  construction? — A.  In  a  general 
▼ay. 

Q.  So  that  the  only  real  competitor  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
would  be  the  Lake  Company? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  the  present  provision  of  the  naval  bill  fixing  Octo- 
ber 1  as  the  limit  of  competitive  test  absolutely  prevent  any  such  test 
and  award  the  whole  appropriation  to  the  Electric  Company  ? — A.  I 
^hould  so  consider  it. 

Q.  In  view  of  the  tests  that  have  been  recently  held  by  the  Lake 
boat,  you  would  so  construe  it? — A.  Yes;  because  it  is  utterly  out 
of  the  question  with  the  Lake  Company  to  remodel  that  boat  of  theirs 
to  the  extent  it  would  be  necessary  to  complete  a  vessel  capable  of 
attaining  the  speed  that  the  Octopus  has  within  that  period. 

Q.  And  you  would  regard  the  speed  itself  as  an  essential  thing  in 
the  test  that  was  held  a  year  ago  ? — A.  No ;  I  know  that  the  general 
cry  of  speed  is  aoplicable  to  all  vessels,  that  the  aim  is  always  to 
increase  the  speeo. 

Q.  And  that  any  naval  board  that  would  hold  tests  in  the  future 
would  regard  the  speed  test  as  the  main  thing  in  comparing  a  new 
vessel  with  the  Octopus  or  a  vessel  of  that  type  under  the  old  test? — 
A.  If  they  were  expected  to  operate  under  the  same  circumstances, 
yes:  probably  they  would. 

By  Mr.  Broussard : 

Q.  Did  vou  give  the  name  of  your  brother-in-laAv  in  Washing- 
ton?— ^A.  Frederick  W.  Matteson.  ' 

Q.  What  is  his  address? — A.  It  is  out  Woodley  lane  somewhere. 

Q.  What  is  his  business? — A.  He  is  a  clerk  in  the  deputy  quarter- 
master*s  office  of  the  Anny  Department. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  At  that  time  at  The  Hague  had  the  Holland  (lovernment  in 
itv<i  service  one  of  the  boats  built  by  the  Electric  or  Maxim  com- 
pany?— ^A.  They  had  a  boat  built  on  the  plans  of  the  Electric  Com- 
pany. 

Q.  Did  it  contain  the  essential  features  that  you  describe? — A. 
Which  essential  features? 

Q.  In  your  article  in  the  Artillery  Journal? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Has  it  secured  any  others  of  the  same  type  of  submarines 
since?— A.  No,  sir;  not  m  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  You  keep  infonned  on  that  sul  ject! — ^A.  As  far  as  I  can. 

Q.  What  otner  type  of  submarines  has  the  Holland  Govemment 
constructed  or  securea  since  it  secured  the  one  sulnnarine  of  the  Hol- 
land diving  type?— A.  None  within  my  knowledge. 

Q.  And  you  keep  informed  upon  that  subject? — ^A.  As  far  as  I  can. 

Q.  Has  it  contracted  for  any  since? — A.  Not  within  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  informed  upon  that  subject? — ^A.  As  far  as  I  can. 

Q.  And  no  secret  information  is  given  you  concerning  it? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Bv  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  In  your  knowledge  of  the  subject,  does  tlie  Navy  Department 
here  consider  the  essential  difference  oetween  the  electric  boat  and  the 
Lake  boat  to  be  a  matter  of  speed? — A.  From  my  knowledge  of  the 
subject? 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  subject  does  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment consider  that  the  only  essential  difference  between  the  Holland 
or  Electric  Company  boat  and  the  Lake  boat  is  a  matter  of  speed  t — 
A.  Within  my  Knowledge,  so  far  as  the  report  of  the  trial  board,  it 
criticises  the  Ijake  boat  in  several  particulars 

Q.  Well,  what  do  j^ou  know  about  it? — A.  From  what  I  know 
about  it  some  people  in  the  Navy  Department  do  not  set  so  much 
store  by  speed.  Tnere  are  ofiBcers  there  that  consider  other  features 
essential,  and  the  sacrifice  of  speed  noes  not  in  that  particular  detract 
from  the  military  efficiency  of  the  boat.  But  there  are  other  features 
that  perhaps  could  better  be  had  than  the  simple  element  of  speed. 

Q.  What  ofiBcial  action  of  the  Navy  Department  would  you  ask  to 
express  its  judgment  on  a  type  of  submarine  boat? — A.  I  shoulc^ 
certainly  take  the  decision  of  the  board. 

Q.  From  the  decision  of  the  board  are  you  prepared  to  say  that 
the  matter  of  speed  is  the  essential  difference  oetween  the  Holland 
boat  and  the  Lake  ? — A.  I  say  that  so  far  as  the  report  goes,  no,  it  is 
not.  They  have  criticised  the  operation  of  the  hydroplanes,  and 
criticised  the  superstructure  and  the  placing  outside  the  main  hull, 
if  I  remember  right,  of  the  air  tanks  and  air  flasks  and  gasoline  tanks. 

Q.  So  that  if  the  Navv  Department  is  right,  that  it  has  adopted 
the  real  correct  type  of  boat,  assuming  that  that  is  right,  then  the 
question  of  bringing  the  Lake  boat  or  a  new  Lake  boat,  having  a 
greater  power  and  more  speed,  to  come  within  the  terms  of  the  forth- 
coming appropriation,  would  not  be  a  mere  matter  of  the  increased 
size  and  greater  engine  power,  would  it?  Wouldn't  it  involve  a 
modification  of  the  boat  in  the  type  of  the  boat  itself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Going  into  other  features? — A.  Because  of  other  featiires. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anyone  else  present  who  desires  to  ask 
any  questions  of  this  witness? 

Mr.  Skerrett,  do  you  desire  to  make  any  changes  or  alterations  in 
any  testimony  that  you  have  now  given,  it  on  reflection  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recall  any. 

The  Chairman.  It  becomes  my  duty,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  ask  you  a  few  questions.  You  testified  yesterday  that  you 
did  not  go  directly  from  the  Navy  Department  in  1902  into  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  you  had  no  intention  of  going  with  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  when  you  resigned? 
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A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  No  proposition  had  been  made  to  you  to  accept  a 
position  with  that  company? 

A.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  correct? 

A.  That  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  You  testified  that  some  three  months  elapsed  after 
your  resigning  before  you  went  with  that  company? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  testified  that  you  went  with  the  company 
early  in  January,  1903  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir.    That  I  was  employed  by  the  company  in  1908. 

The  Chairman.  You  testified  that  you  resigned  in  September, 
1902! 

A.  1902,  as  I  remember. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  correct? 

A.  It  is  correct  to  this  extent,  that  I  sent  in  my  resignation  in 
September,  1902,  but  with  this  proviso,  that  I  should  have  leave  for 
three  months  and  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  make  mv  resignation 
final.  My  recollection  is  that  som^  considerable  time  before  that*  I 
notified  the  Department  to  that  effect.  That  is  as  far  as  I  can  re- 
member. 

Q.  But  you  are  positive  that  you  resigned  in  September? — A.  That 
is  ^e  best  of  my  recoUection,  that  I  wrote  my  resignation  in  Septem- 
ber, so  far  as  I  can  remember.  It  is  a  question  of  memory.  As  I  say, 
the  files  of  the  Department  will  tell. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  testified  positively  that  three  months 
elapsed  after  your  resignation  and  your  going  with  the  company  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  think  I  am  correct  in  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  will  call  Mr.  F.  S.  Curtis. 

TESTDEOinr  OF  F.  S.  OVBTIS. 

F.  S.  CuRiTB  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  testified  as 
follows: 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  What  is  your  name  and  business? — A.  F.  S.  Curtis,  chief  clerk 
of  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Have  you  the  files  of  the  Department  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Skerrett's  resignation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  hand  me  the  letter  [witness  hands  papers  to  chair- 
man] ?    You  are  the  custodian  of  these  files? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  is  Mr.  Skerrett's  letter  of  resignation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  Department's  reply  [witness  hands 
paper  to  diairman]  ? 

TESTIKOHT  OF  BOBEBT  0.  SK^OETT— Beoalled. 

By  the  Chaikman: 

Q.  Is  that  your  letter  of  resignation? — A.  That  is  not  as  I  under- 
stand it;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  or  is  that  not  your  letter  gf  resignation? — A.  This  is  my 
letter  of  final  resignation. 
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Q.  Will  you  read  it?— A.  (Reads:) 

December  9,  1902. 
Sib:  I   respectfully   tender   herewith   my   resignation   as  draftsman   in   the 
Bureau  of  Ck)nstruction  and  Repair  to  take  effect  on  the  19th  instant,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  my  present  leave. 

Very  respectfully,  Rob.  G.  Skebbett. 

The  Secbetaby  of  the  Navy. 

TESTIHONT  OF  FRANK  8.  CTTBTIS— Becalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  letter  of  resignation,  Mr.  Curtis,  in  the  en- 
velope?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  is  a  copy  of  the  acceptance;  will  you  read  that? — A. 
(Reads:) 

Navy  Department, 
Wasfiingt^n,  December  10,  1992, 
Sib:  Your  resignation  as  draftsman  at  $6  per  diem,  Bureau  of  Ck)nstructloii 
and  Repair,  Navy  Department,  is  hereby  accepted  to  take  effect  December  19,. 
1902. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  F.  Petebs, 

Chief  Clerk, 
Robert  G.  Skebbett, 
Bureau  of  Ctmstruction  and  Repair,  Navy  Department, 

BOBEBT  0.  SKEBBETT— Becalled. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  comment  to  make  upon  that? — A.  No,  sir;  other 
than  that  on  September  19,  1902,  I  went  to  my  chief — who  was  then 
Chief  Constructor  Bowles — and  I  told  him  that  my  transfer  from  the 
library  back  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  was  distaste- 
ful to  me,  and  that  I  intended  to  resign,  and  I  said  "  that  this  is  a 
speculation  on  my  part,  and  before  severing  my  connection  finally 
with  the  Department,  losing  my  civil-service  right,  I  will  go,  so  to 
speak,  on  leave,  but,"  I  said,  "  it  is  tacitly  agreed  that  it  is  really  my 
separation." 

Q,  Your  written  resignation  was  sent  in  on  the  9th  of  December  to 
take  effect  on  the  19tn  of  December? — ^A.  I  had  to  make  some 
acknowledgement  of  that  leave  under  those  circumstances. 

Q.  Mr.  Skerrett,  you  have  testified  to  receiving  extracts  from  un- 

Eublished  reports  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  forwarded  to  you 
rom  Washington  by  way  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company's  office  in 
Bridgeport,  in  envelopes  addressed  at  Washington,  in  type,  and  at 
Bridgeport  by  the  Lake  company's  clerk,  with  no  indication  of  their 
origin,  while  you  were  hi  Europe,  and  known  by  all  your  acquaint- 
ances to  be  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company.  This 
evidence  discloses  a  most  serious  condition  under  which  unpublished 
information  of  undoubted  accuracy  has  found  its  way  from  the  files 
of  the  Navy  Department  into  the  possession  of  an  employee  of  a  sub- 
marine boat  company  who  was  endeavoring  to  present  the  merits  of 
the  boat  manufactured  by  that  company  to  foreign  governments,  and 
you  used  the  information  so  received  in  published  technical  articles, 
without  verifying  it  or  asking  the  consent  of  the  Navy  Department 
for  using  it.    That  is  a  brief  summary  of  your  evidence. 
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On  behalf  of  the  committee  I  wish  to  ask  you  these  questions,  and 
to  suggest  that  you  answer  them  with  great  care :  If  you  did  not  know 
that  these  reports  came  from  the  Navy  Department,  why  did  you  not 
write  to  the  Department  and  verify  themi — A.  It  never  occurred  to 
me.  sir. 

Q.  If  you  knew  that  they  came  from  the  Department,  why  did  you 
not  ask  permission  to  use  them? — A.  I  did  not  know  that  they  had 
come  from  the  Department  as  su«h.  If  I  had  written  to  the  Depart- 
ment I  should  have,  of  course,  asked  permission  to  use  them. 

Q.  In  any  event,  then,  from  the  fact  that  you  did  not  verify  them, 
if  you  knew  ihsi  they  did  not  come  from  the  Department,  or  know- 
ing that  they  came  from  the  Department  you  did  not  ask  permission 
to  use  them,  do  you  not  think,  upon  careful  reflection,  that  your  con- 
duct in  usinff  them  in  technical  n)reign  journals  was  highly  dishonor- 
able and  di^oyal? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  think  it  was  indiscreet. 

Q.  Do  you  think  now  it  was  indiscreet? — ^A.  YeSj  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think,  Mr.  Skerrett,  as  an  American  citizen,  upon 
careful  reflection  of  it,  as  you  want  it  to  go  down  to  posterity,  that  it 
came  very  near  being  disloyal  ? — A.  I  should  not  have  been  disloyal 
to  the  country ;  I  should  not  have  been  disloyal  to  the  service.  I  have 
a  heritage  that  I  am  proud  of  in  the  memory  of  my  father. 

Q.  You  do  think  now  that  it  was  indiscreet? — A.  I  do,  sir;  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  your  duty  as  an  American  citizen  to  help 
the  Government  preserve  as  confidential  whatever  the  Government 
wishes  to  have  so  considered  ? — ^A.  If  I  knew  it  as  such ;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  not  any  other  attitude  toward  a  Government  Department 
hi^y  dishonorable  and  disloyal? — ^A.  If  a  person  acted  with  full 
knowledge  of  a  breach  of  confiaence,  I  should  certainly  say  so. 

Q.  I  am  very  glad,  indeed,  that  you  feel  that  way. 

The  Chairmak.  If  there  are  no  other  questions  to  be  asked  this 
witness,  he  may  be  considered  as  discharged. 

The  Witness.  Thank  you,  sir. 

TE8IIM0HT  OF  SIHOH  LAKE. 

Simon  Lake,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows : 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Just  a  question  or  two,  Mr.  Lake,  on  a  matter  I  asked  you  about 
last  Saturday.  On  the  23d  of  March  the  committee  by  resolution 
in  executive  session  decided  to  subpoena  among  others  Mr.  John  C. 
Lake,  vice-president  of  the  Lake  company.  The  subpcena  was  issued 
on  March  26,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Fred  N.  Webber,  special 
messenger,  sergeant-at-arms.  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  27th 
of  March  he  attempted  to  serve  this  writ  on  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  at  Bridge- 
port, and  has  made  this  indorsement  on  it : 

Not  aerred;  party  is  out  of  the  United  States,  in  Bermudas,  on  account  of 
continued  iU  health.  Tliis  information  came  from  Mr.  Simon  I^ake,  who  said 
u  follows: 

I  am  still  quoting: 

Father  for  past  eleven  months  has  been  out  of  all  business  and  traveling 
with  mother.  He  Is  an  lavalid,  and  from  a  letter  now  on  my  desk  he  left  New 
OrkanB  four  days  ago  for  the  Bermudas.    I  can  not  say  when  he  will  return. 
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Tills  information  was  also  repeated  by  a  gentleman  brought  from  Mr.  Simon 
Lake's  private  office,  who  was  introduced  as  the  chief  counsel  of  the  Lake  Boat 
Company. 

Signed.  F.  N.  Webreb,  bb. 

And  on  Friday  afternoon  just  before  the  session  of  the  conmiittee 
I  called  your  attention  to  this,  and  you  said  this  was  correct? — ^A.  I 
do  not  agree  with  that,  sir,  at  all  in  the  slightest  particular.  Ber- 
muda has  never  been  mentioned  to  my  knowledge.  I  had  no  ex- 
pectations that  my  father  was  going  to  Bermuda.  The  correct  state- 
ment is  this,  that  my  father  was  sailing  for  Habana.  No  mention 
has  been  made  of  the  eleven  months.  I  said  that  he  had  been  down 
at  Hot  Springs  with  my  mother,  who  had  been  very  ill — ^pardon  my 
voice,  because  I  myself  have  been  sick — for  about  a  month,  taking  a 
course  of  treatment,  and  that  the  doctor  recommended  a  sea  voyage, 
and  that  he  decided  to  go  to  Habana  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  and  that 
at  that  time  my  recollection  that  he  was  probably  on  his  way,  either 
to  New  Orleans  or  Habana.  Since  that  tmie  I  received  a  letter  from 
my  mother  telling  that  they  were  in  New  Orleans  and  stating  that 
they  expected  to  sail  for  Habana  on  the  7th.  The  statement  there  is 
incorrect. 

Q.  Last  Friday  I  read  that  statement  to  you. — A.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect your  reading  that  statement  to  me  in  that  sense,  sir.  You  asked 
me  u  my  recollection  served  me  right,  and  I  am  sure  it  does,  where 
my  father  was. 

Q.  And  you  also  stated  what  several  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee heard — ^it  may  not  be  at  all  material ;  we  simply  want  to  find 
out  where  J.  C.  Lake  is — that  you  thought  he  sailed,  you  knew  he 
sailed,  from  New  Orleans  for  Habana  on  the  28th,  because  he  sailed 
for  Habana  on  the  same  date  some  one  else  had  sailed  from  New 
York,  on  the  same  day  that  your  father  and  mother  sailed  from  New 
Orleans,  and  therefore  you  remembered  it. — A.  I  beg  your  pardon. 
I  remember  distinctly  that  statement.  I  did  not  remember  first  as 
to  the  date  and  finally  I  recollected  the  date,  which  was  because  my 
family  sailed  from  London  on  the  same  day,  which  I  think  was  the 
18th  of  March,  sir. 

Q.  Sailed  from  New  Orleans  on  the  18th?  I  understood  you  to 
sajr  that  you  had  that  in  a  letter  from  him? — A.  No;  he  visited 
Bridgeport  to  bid  me  good-bye  because  of  his  trip,  and  while  there  the 
only  thmg  that  I  remember  about  was  the  circumstance  that  I  called 
your  attention  to — to  the  fact  that  there  was  an  affidavit  signed  by 
him  in  Bridgeport,  which  he  made  at  my  request  before  sailmg,  and 
I  understand  that  my  mother  was  living  at  the  Hotel  Belmont,  New 
York,  and  I  visited  my  mother — I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  the 
same  night  or  the  night  of  the  17th — before  she  sailed;  I  think  it 
was  on  the  18th.  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  have  a  recollection  it  was 
about  that  date,  because  my  wife  and  family  were  sailing  from  Lon- 
don on  the  18th.  I  know  that  they  regretted  very  much — ^my  mother 
left  a  letter  for  my  wife  regrettmg  that  she  would  not  be  able  to 
meet  them. 

Q.  Let  us  have  this  clearly  understood  now,  so  that  there  will  not 
be  any  confusion  about  it  in  the  future. — A.  I  received  a  letter  from 
my  mother  from  New  Orleans.  I  received  a  letter  from  my  mother ; 
I  think  I  recollect  now ;  I  was  home  over  Sunday  and  I  thinly  I  ^ave 
it  to  my  wife  to  read.    I  carried  it  in  my  pocket  for  the  purpose.    In 
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that  letter  they  state  that  they  were  expecting  to  sail  for  Habana  on 
the  Tlh  from  New  Orleans. 

Q-  I  do  not  understand  now  what  you  stated  before  in.  reference  to 
their  sailing  on  the  18th  of  March. — A.  That  was  from  New  York 
to  New  Orleans.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  having  any  of  the 
usual  receptions  or  not.  I  know  that  my  children  received  somer 
postal  cards  from  them  that  I  saw,  showing  the  pictures  of  the  Mardi 
Gras,  or  whatever  festival  they  have. 

Q.  So  that  your  father  was  in  Bridgeport  on  the  16th? — ^A.  On 
the  16th.  He  told  me  that  circumstance,  which  is  the  first  I  knew.  I 
asked  him  to  make  an  affidavit  to  that  effect  before  he  sailed. 

Q,  I  am  not  asking  anything  about  an  affidavit;  I  simply  want  to 
know  how  we  can  know  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  in  Bridgeport  on  tibe 

day A.  On  the  day  he  signed  that  affidavit — I  presume  that  is 

correct. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  whether  he  was 
or  was  not  in  Bridgeport? — A.  He  was  at  the  time  that  affidavit  was 
made.  I  will  not  state  that  it  was  the  16th,  but  I  presume  it  was.  He 
stopped  there  over  night. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  the  affidavit  was  made  in  New  York  before 
he  sailed? — A.  Absolutely  not.  It  was  made — I  am  not  sure  that  I 
have  seen  the  affidavit  since  it  was  made.  I  asked  him  to  see  our  at- 
torney and  have  it  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  circumstances 
whicfi  he  gave — the  story  which  he  told  me. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  decide  to  do  with  the  affidavit? — ^A.  That 
affidavit  was  sent  down  here  to  Mr.  Neff  and  referred,  I  presume,  to 
the  Senator:  I  presume. 

Q.  The  affidavit  was  sent  from  Bridgeport  to  Mr.  Neff? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir.  It  was  an  effort,  I  considered,  to  injure  our  business,  and  I  con- 
sidered it  our  duty  to  send  it  to  our  attorney  to  take  what  action  he 
saw  fit. 

Q.  There  were  the  two  together — ^the  affidavit  of  J.  C.  Lake  and  the 
affidavit  of  Sam  Ferguson?— A.  The  affidavit  of  Ferguson — I  think 
the  affidavit  of  Ferguson  was  made  some  time  previous  to  that. 

Q.  Both  sent  to  Mr.  Neff  ?— A.  Both  sent  to  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  They  were  both  published  in  the  evening  papers  of  Friday,  the 
3d  of  April,  as  a  part  of  the  evidence  in  this  case? — A.  I  saw  the 
publication,  which  was  a  ^rbled  statement  of  facts,  according  to  my 
recollection  of  the  affidavits. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  affidavits  got  to  the  press  from  Mr. 
Neff  as  part  of  the  case? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge^  and  I  should  con- 
sider it  a  breach  of  confidence  on  Mr.  Neff's  part  if  he  had  given 
it  out. 

Q.  So  does  the  committee,  if  he  gave  it  out  The  affidavit  came 
from  your  company  to  Mr.  Neff?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  committee  is  very  glad  to  be  able  to  trace  them  as  far  as 
that,  and  find  where  the  r<^Port  started  that  they  were  submitted  as 
evidence  in  this  case. — A.  They  were  prepared  on  my  part  to  be  sub- 
mitted as  evidence  in  this  case. 

Q.  The  affidavits  were  laid  on  this  table  by  Representative  Lilley 
on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  3d  of  April.  Then,  so  far  as  com- 
municating wim  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  is  concerned,  you  think  that  he  sails 
to-day  from  New  Orleans,  which  is  the  7th? — A.  The  7th,  as  I 
understood. 
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Q.  For  Habana? — ^A.  For  Habana. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  address  will  be  in  Habana? — A.  I  looked 
particularly,  the  figure  was  in  writing,  I  could  not  make  out  whether 
it  was  4  or  a  7.  I  presume  by  refemng  to  a  line  of  steamers  sailing 
from  New  Orleans,  that  may  be  verifiea. 

Q.  In  case  it  should  become  necessary  for  the  committee  to  commu- 
nicate with  Mr.  Lake  by  letter  or  by  wire,  you  will  let  us  know  what 
his  address  in  Habana  will  be? — A.  I  don't  know  as  to  his  post-office. 
I  have  not  communicated  with  him  since  he  left  here.  My  mother's 
letter  was  rather  criticising  me  on  that  point.  She  said  thiit  she  had 
not  heard  and  had  been  to  the  post-office  every  day.  It  had  not  oc- 
curred to  me  to  write  to  the  post-office.  I  was  expecting  to  hear  from 
them  as  to  what  hotel  they  were  stopping  at.  I  presume  the  general 
post-office  in  Habana  would  probably  reach  them. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  hotel  they  stopped  at  in  New  Orleans? — 
A.  She  did  not  even  name  that. 

Q.  At  what  hotel  she  would  be  in  Habana? — ^A.  No. 

Mr.  Nbft.  I  would  like  to  be  called  in  connection  with  those  affi- 
davits. 

TEanxoKi  of  abneb  k.  heff. 

Abner  R.  Neef,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined,  testi- 
fied as  follows : 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  So  that  it  may  appear  on  the  record,  you  may  now  state  your 
name,  residence,  and  occupation. — A.  My  name  is  Abner  R.  Neff,  my 
residence  is  Erie,  Pa.,  and  at  the  present  time  I  have  charge  of  the 
office  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  here  in  Washington.  In 
connection  with  the  affidavits  that  have  been  presented,  I  simply 
stated  to  Mr.  Lake  at  one  time  that  I  thought  it  was  due  the  com- 
mittee. Congress,  the  public,  and  the  company,  that  they  should  pre- 
sent tangible  facts  that  could  be  supported  by  affidavits  of  any  im- 
proper oractices  that  have  been  in  detriment  to  their  business,  and 
those  affidavits  were  prepared  and  sent  to  me.  I  presented  them  to 
Mr.  Lilley  for  his  use,  and  told  him  to  present  them  to  the  committee. 
I  have  not  at  any  time  given  out  any  matter  publicly  for  our  com- 
pany, and  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  newspaper  men 
except  in  a  sociable  way,  and  then  I  have  never  talked  our  business, 
and  I  wish  anv  reflection  that  has  been  made  upon  me  as  to  giving  out 
any  matter  relative  to  this  investigation  to  be  expunged  from  the  rec- 
ord, for  I  have  not. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  or  profession  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  have  simply 
pursued  business  lines. 

Q.  You  are  not  an  attorney? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  not. 

Q.  That  explains,  then,  why  you  should  have  advised  the  Lake 
people  to  attempt  to  present  6y  affidavits  evidence  that  could  have 
been  presented  in  the  only  legitimate  and  proper  way  ? — A.  I  simply 
wanted  them  to  do  what  was  best  for  their  interests,  and  for  the  inter- 
ests, too,  I  thought  it  would  be  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  have 
before  it  such  tangible  facts  as  were  in  their  possession.  I  did  not 
know  what  the  committee's  intention  was,  ana  I  thought  that  that 
was  the  best  means  to  employ. 
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Q.  The  committee  has  been  endeavoring  to  get  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  in  a  perfectly  legitimate  way,  and  it  seems  impossible 
to  bring  him  before  the  committee.  The  committee  has  no  knowledge 
of  Sam  Fer^son.  It  would  have  been  perfectly  easy  and  the  only 
way  for  the  information  in  the  possession  of  Mi\  J.  C.  Lake  to  come 
before  the  committee,  to  have  appeared  here  and  orally  to  have  testi- 
fied. Affidavits,  letters,  and  telegrams  sent  to  this  committee  are  not 
evidence,  and  are  not  used  as  evidence,  and,  as  I  said  before  on  behalf 
of  the  committee  and  as  attorneys  very  well  know,  nothing  is  evi- 
dence except  what  appears  in  the  open  record,  and  so  far  as  any 
reflection  by  the  committee  or  otherwise  upon  the  witness,  I  simply 
have  this  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  committee :  That  no  reflection  was 
made  except  such  as  would  be  simply  deduced  from  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Lake,  of  your  company. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  those  affidavits? — A.  They  came  by  mail, 
as  I  recollect. 

Q.  Were  they  accompanied  by  typewritten  copies? — A.  No,  sir; 
the  original  form. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  typewritten  copies  of  them? — A.  Xo,  sir; 
I  never  have. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  those  affidavits? — A.  Presented  them  to 
Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  him  anything  else  with  those  affidavits  ? — A.  Not 
that  I  recollect. 

Q.  It  was  just  in  writing,  the  original  affidavits? — ^A.  That  was  all. 

The  Chair^ian.  In  the  statement  of  Mr.  Spear  (p.  247)  reference 
is  made  to  House  Document  No.  715,  a  reprint  of  which  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  now  produces  and  asks  to  have  made  a  part  of  the 
record.    The  stenographer  will  insert  it  as  an  appendix. 

The  committee  will  now  take  a  recess  until  half-past  2  to-morrow 
afternoon. 

Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Wednesday, 
afternoon,  April  8, 1908,  at  2.30  o'clock  p.  m. 


APPENDIX. 

[No.  75,] 

COSBESPONBENCE  ON  SX7BMASINE  BOATS. 

Navy  Department, 
Washinfftan,  February  H,  1905. 
Sn :  Referring  to  the  recent  hearing  accorded  nxe  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  in  connection  with  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  and  to  the  request  then 
made  that  the  committee  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  Department  and  the  Holland  and  Lake  torpedo  boat  companies  concerning 
test  of  submarine  boats  of  the  respective  companies,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  copies  of  all  correspondence  on  the  files  of  the  Department,  the  Bureau 
of  Gonstruction  and  Repair,  and  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  the  exception  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  on 
tlie  test  of  the  sumbarine  boat  Fulton,  dated  June  18, 1904,  and  the  contracts  for 
submarine  boats  with  the  Electric  Boat  Ck>mpany.    While  letters  have  passed 
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committing  the  Department  positively  to  these  contracts,  they  have  not  formally 
been  executed. 

The  Department  will  forward  to  you,  in  addition  to  the  above,  a  copy  of 
certain  correspondence  of  Naval  CJonstructor  Wodward  and  Lawrence  Y.  Spear, 
of  the  Holland  Ck>mpany,  which  has  come  to  its  knowledge.  This  correspondence 
is  more  of  a  personal  than  of  an  official  character,  and  will  be  sent  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  committee. 

Very  respectfully,  Paul  Mobton, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Geoboe  Edmijitd  Foss, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 

House  of  Representatives. 


VBIEF   OF    CORRESPONDENCE    BETWEEN    THE   LAKE    TORPEDO    BOAT    COMPANY    AND    THE 
NAVY  DEPABTMENT  AND  ITS  BTJBEAX78  AND  0FFICEB8. 

1.  January  22,  1901,  letter  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company  addressed  to  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  requesting  an  investigation  of  the  I^ke 
type  of  submarine  torpedo  boat. 

2.  January  22, 1901,  letter  of  the  LAke  Submarine  Company  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  requesting  the  investigation  of  the  Lake  type  of  submarine  tor- 
pedo boat;    indorsement  of  Board  on  Construction  thereon. 

3.  January  21,  1901,  letter  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company  to  Hon.  D.  B.  Hen- 

derson, Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  investi- 
gation of  the  Lake  type  of  submarine  torpedo  boat ;  referred  to  the  Navy 
Department  by  the  Speaker's  private  secretary. 

4.  January  22,  1901,  letter  of  Hon.  B.  T.  Clayton,  M.  C,  House  of  Representa- 

tives, forwarding  letter  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company,  addressed  to 
him,  of  similar  tenor  to  the  above,  and  asking  to  be  furnished  with  infor- 
mation governing  the  furnishing  of  estimates  for  building  submarine 
boats. 

5.  January  28,  1901,  letter  of  Secretaj^r  of  Navy  to  the  Lake  Submarine  Com- 

pany, furnishing  copy  of  report  of  Board  on  Construction,  and  stating  it 
is  unable  to  give  consideration  at  present  time  to  the  question  of  experi- 
ments with  his  boat. 

6.  January  28,  1901,  letter  of  Secretary  of  Navy  to  Speaker  of  House  of  Rep- 

resentatives, advising  him  of  the  Department's  action  on  the  request  of 
the  Lake  Submarine  Company. 

7.  January  28,  1901,  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  B.  T.  Clayton, 

M.  C.,  advising  him  of  the  Department's  action  on  the  request  of  the  I^ke 
Submarine  Company  of  January  22,  1901. 

8.  Letter  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  October  27,  1902,  to  Chief  Con- 

structor F.  T.  Bowles,  advising  him  of  the  proposed  launching  of  the 
Protector  on  November  1,  1902,  and  inviting  him  to  Inspect  the  boat 

9.  October  29,  1902,  reply  of  Chief  Constructor  Bowles,  expressing  his  regret  at 

his  Inability  to  attend  launching  and  stating  that  Naval  Constructor  Tay- 
lor had  been  instructed  to  attend. 

10.  November  21, 1902,  memorandum  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Bureau 

of  Ordnance,  authorizing  the  loan  of  a  torpedo  (Whitehead)  to  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  also  as  to  the  detail  of  a  proper  person  to 
instruct  the  company  in  its  use. 

11.  November  21,  1902,  memorandum  from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  containing 

suggestions  relative  to  the  foregoing  application  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company. 

12.  Memorandum  from  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  November  21,  1902,  containing  sug- 

gestions for  reply  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  relative  to  loan  of 
torpedo  and  detail  of  instructor. 

13.  November  21,  1902,  letter  of  Secretary  of  Navy  to  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C, 

relative  to  the  above. 

14.  December  15,  1902,  letter  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  Secre- 

tary of  the  Navy,  reporting  the  Protector  ready  for  test  and  requesting 
board  of  officers  be  ordered  to  examine. 

15.  January  12,  1903,  letter  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy,  reporting  that  the  Protector  will  be  ready  for  test  any  day 
after  January  18. 
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16.  January  19,  1903,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  president  of  board  of 

in8pectl<m  and  survey,  directing  tbe  board  to  assemble  at  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  January  26,  HJOB^  to  make  examination  of  tbe  Protector. 

17.  February  2,  1903,  report  of  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  on  examination 

of  Protector,  with  indorsement  thereon  by  the  Board  on  Ck>nstruction« 
April  21,  1903. 

18b  February  14,  1903,  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck>mpany  requests  copy  of  report  of 
board  of  inspection  and  survey  on  preliminary  examination  of  their  boat. 

la  May  14,  1908,  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck>mpany  requests  that  Lieut  John  HalU- 
gan,  jr.,  be  detailed  for  duty  in  connection  with  torpedo-boat  outfit  of  the 
Protector. 

20l  July  1,  1906,  Lieutenant  Halligan  ordered  to  special  temporary  duty  at 
Bridgeport,  Oonn.,  in  connection  with  operation  of  torpedoes  on  boats 
building  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck>mpany. 

2L  June  1, 1903,  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)mpany  asks  for  competitive  tests  between 
Its  submarine  boat  Protector  and  any  Government  subsurface  or  subma- 
rine trapedo  boat  that  is  in  commission,  etc.,  in  accordance  with  act  of 
Gongress  approved  June  30,  1904. 

t2.  July  23,  1903,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
that  If  it  will  present  the  Protector  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  specified 
later  it  will  be  tested  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Government  subma- 
rine torpedo  boats  and  by  comparison  and  competition  with  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Ck>mpany's  submarine  Fulton^  provided  the  latter  Is  present 
for  test  at  the  time  decided  upon. 

28.  August  7,  1903,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  that  programme  of  tests  to  be  held  in  October  next  will  be 
based  on  recommendations  of  Board  on  Construction,  and  that  copy  of 
programme  will  be  furnished  each  competitor  in  due  time. 

24.  Letter  of  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C,  relative  to  application  of  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  to  participate  in  the  sham  attack  on  Newport  in  September. 

2ES.  Aognst  11, 1903,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C, 
that  Department  is  constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  above  request. 

28.  Angnst  12,  1903,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  that  the  Department  is  constrained  to  decline  to  comply 
with  its  request  to  participate  in  the  sham  attack  on  Newport. 

27.  Angnst  12,  1903,  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill  asks  whether,  In  case  a  full  and  explicit 

bond  exonerating  the  Government  from  any  responsibility  in  case  of  such 
participation,  the  application  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  would 
be  complied  with. 

28.  August  15,  1903,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  Hon.  E.  J.  HiU 

that  the  granting  of  permission  to  private  parties  to  take  part  in  military 
maneuvers  of  the  Government  would  be  establishing  a  bad  precedent, 
aside  from  responsibility  as  regards  life  and  property  not  belongbg  to  the 
Government  which  would  be  incurred,  and  that  refusal  to  grant  desired 
permission  must  not  be  considered  any  prejudice  against  the  boats  of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

29.  August  19,  1903,  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill  asks  if  there  would  be  any  impropriety  lu 

Captain  I^ke  taking  his  boat  to  Newport  at  the  time  of  the  maneuvers, 
requests  to  be  advised  as  to  date  of  attack  on  that  place,  and  requests  to 
be  furnished  with  programme  of  official  tests  when  prepared.  Depart- 
ment's indorsement  of  August  21,  1903,  to  commandant  of  the  second 
naval  district,  directing  that  Captain  Lake  be  afl'orded  opportunity  to 
see  everything  under  naval  control. 
80.  August  21, 1903,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  replying  to 
the  tatter's  inquiries  of  the  21st  of  August 

31.  October  8,  1903,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  the  I-4ike  Torpedo  Boat 

Company  that  the  competitive  trials  of  submarine  boats  will  be  held  at 
Newport  November  16,  1903. 

32.  October  12,  1903,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  acknowledges  Depart- 

ment's letter  of  October  8  and  urges  that  the  date  November  16  be  ad- 
hered to ;  also  requests  to  be  informed  of  nature  of  trials ;  with  indorse- 
ment of  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  of  October  16,  1903. 

33.  October  20, 1903,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  quotes  report  and  recom- 

mendation of  board  of  inspection  regarding  general  character  of  trials 
and  that  trials  will  be  proceeded  with  by  one  competitor  even  in  the 
absence  of  the  other. 
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34.  October  21,  1003,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat 

Goiupany,  in  closing  general  programme  of  tests  and  trials. 
341.  November  9,  1903,  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  to  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  asking  to  be  Informed  whether  the  Protector  will  be  ready  at 
Newport  on  the  IGth  of  November,  fully  prepared  to  carry  out  uninter- 
ruptedly the  series  of  trials  laid  down  in  the  programme  furnished  the 
company. 

35.  November  10,  1903,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  board  of  inspec- 

tion and  survey,  replying  affirmatively  to  the  board's  inquiry  of  Novem- 
ber 9. 

36.  November  14,  1903,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  board  of  inspec- 

tion and  survey,  stating  that  In  response  to  board's  request  complete 
general  and  detail  drawings  and  specifications  of  Protector  are  loaned  to 
the  board  for  the  puriwse  of  making  up  their  reiwrt,  and  requesting  re- 
turn of  same  without  copies  being  made  as  soon  as  reiK>rt  is  completed 
by  the  board. 

37.  November  18,  1903,  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  board  of  Inspec- 

tion and  survey',  reiwrting  the  arrival  of  the  Protector  to  participate  in 
trials  of  submarines,  and  stating  that  owing  to  injury  to  starboard  pro- 
peller-reversing mechanism  it  will  i)robably  be  a  week  at  least  before  the 
boat  is  ready  for  test. 

38.  November  — ,  1903,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  recommending  certain  special  tests  be  made  of  submarines 
during  trials  beginning  November  10,  to  demonstrate  certain  peculiar 
advantages  of  the  Lake  tyi)e. 

39.  November  30,  1903,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  the  I^ke  Torpedo 

Boat  Company,  that  it  is  not  considered  either  advisable  or  necessary 
to  make  additions  to  general  programme  as  recommended  by  that  com- 
pany, as  It  is  believed  that  all  points  raised  have  already  been  properly 
provided  for. 

40.  November  30,  1903,  the  I^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  submitting  programme  of  additional  trials  and  asking  that  the 
board  embody  the  results  thereof  In  their  official  report 

41.  December  10,  1903,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Lake  Torpedo 

Boat  Company,  stating  that  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
board  of  insi)ection  quoted  it  is  considered  desirable  that  no  change  be 
made  in  the  programme  of  trials  already  approved  by  the  Department. 

42.  December  21,  1903,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advising  the  Depart- 

ment that  they  are  now  ready  for  the  services  of  Lieut.  John  Halligan, 
jr.,  to  assist  in  torpedo  practice  preliminary  to  the  trial  of  the  Protector, 

43.  December  26,  1903,  assistant  to   Bureau  of  Navigation  advises  the  Lake 

Torpedo  Boat  Company  that  Lieutenant  Halligan  has  been  detailed  as 
requested. 

44.  January  2,  1904,  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  reports  the  Protector 

ready  for  trial. 

45.  January  5,  1904,  board  of  inspection  and  survey  to  Simon  Lake  advising 

him  that  board  expects  to  reach  Newix)rt  the  11th  instant  and  begin 
trials  the  following  day;  also  telegram  of  January  9,  1904,  from  board 
to  Simon  Lake  stating  it  will  arrive  for  trials  of  Protector  Tuesday,  12th 
instant. 

46.  January  7,  1904,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 

pany, advising  that  the  board  will  proceed  to  Newport  for  trials  of  Pro- 
tector as  soon  as  Narragansett  Bay  is  clear  of  ice. 

47.  January  11,  1904,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  board  of  inspec- 

tion and  survey,  submitting  statement  regarding  certain  present  features 
of  their  boat,  and  stating  that  should  the  board  after  examination  find 
the  boat  suitable  for  the  naval  service  and  so  recommend  her,  the  com- 
pany, contingent  upon  that  encouragement,  will  make  the  improvement 
therein  enumerated  at  their  own  expense. 

48.  January  16,  1904,  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  reports  attempt  at 

trial  of  Protector,  which  was  unsuccessful  on  account  of  ice  in  bay. 
States  that  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  filed  a  letter  with  board 
detailing  respects  in  which  they  consider  the  boat  deficient 

49.  January  11,  1904,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  board  of  inspection 

and  survey.     Same  as  No.  47. 


HBABINGS  OK  HOUSB  BESOLTTTION  288.  909 

50.  January  19,  1904,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Lake  Torpedo 

Boat  Company,  stating  that  before  the  company  presents  its  boat  for  a 
competitive  trial  that  it  should  file  a  formal  letter  to  the  effect  that  the 
boat  submitted  is  finally  completed  and  that  the  company  is  willing  to 
accept  the  result  of  the  test  as  final  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  naval 
appropriation  act  of  Mnrch  3,  1903. 

51.  May  16,  1904,  board  of  inspection  and  survey  to  the  I^lte  Torpedo  Boat 

Comiiany,  informing  them  that  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has 
r^)orted  to  the  Navy  Department  that  their  submarine  boat  will  be 
ready  for  trial  on  May  'SO.  Suggests  that  if  the  Lake  boat  is  ready  in 
all  respects  for  this  trial,  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  have  the  two  boats 
tried  at  the  same  time. 

52.  June  24,  1904.  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  protesting  against  the  i)ublieation  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
inspection  and  survey  on  Fultun  and  submarines,  containing  only  partial 
reference  to  Protector;  requesting  nonapproval  of  report  and  the  granting 
of  an  appeal  under  acts  of  1904  and  1905. 

53.  Jime  24,  1904.  memorandum  of  proceedings  held  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 

tary of  the  Navy.  Present :  Swretary  Moody,  Assistant  Secretary  Dar- 
ling. Hon.  B.  J.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Fred  B.  Whitney. 

54.  June  25.  1904.  memorandum  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  board  of 

inspection  and  survey,  stating  that  it  is  not  considered  wise  to  publish 
the  report  of  the  board  of  iusi)ection  and  survey  on  submarines,  and 
that  he  will  take  no  further  action  on  the  subject,  but  defer  its  consid- 
eration to  his  successor. 
56.  July  1,  1904,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  gives  "  reasonable  notice," 
and  requests  to  have  its  submarine  boat  tested  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  27.  1904. 

56.  September  12,  1904,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 

Company,  calling  attention  to  the  company's  notice  of  July  1,  1904,  and 
asking  when  It  will  be  ready  to  make  the  test  referred  to. 

57.  Sept^nber  17,  1904.  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  the  Depart- 

ment that  it  will  offer  submarine  for  test  at  or  near 'Newport  News,  Va., 
on  third  Tuesday  in  November,  1904. 

58.  September  17,  1904,  personal  letter  of  Mr.  Fred  B.  Whitney,  vice-president 

Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  the  Chief  Constructor  United  States 
Navy,  giving  list  of  documents,  letters,  and  references  referred  to  in  his 
remarks  recently  in  verbal  presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
certain  matters  affecting  the  construction  of  submarine  torpedo  boats. 

50.  September  22.  1904,  Chief  Constructor  Capps  acknowledges  receipt  of  Mr. 
Whitney's  letter,  giving  list  of  documents. 

60.  September  22,  1904,  Department  advises  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
that  it  should  file  formal  notice  of  final  completion,  etc.,  as  required  by 
the  Department's  letter  of  January  19,  1904. 

6L  September  26.  1904,  Fred  B.  Whitney,  vice-president  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  advises  the  Secretary  that  he  will  make  personal  call  and  that 
he  **  shall  be  pleased  to  do  everything  possible  you  desire." 

62.  October  27,  1904,  Fred  B.  Whitney  telegraphs  the  Department  that  sub- 

marine Simon  Lake  X  successfully  launched. 

63.  November  15,  1904,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  the  Depart- 

ment that  work  is  being  pushed  on  Simon  Lake  Z,  and  suggests  December 
5  or  6  to  begin  tests  (with  indorsements  on  said  letter  by  Bureau  of 
Navigation  and  board  of  inspection  and  survey). 

64.  November  22,  1904.    Department  advises  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that 

board  of  inspection  and  survey  has  been  instructed  to  hold  itself  in  readi- 
ness to  make  an  inspection  of  the  Simon  Lake  X,  and  states  that  no 
further  steps  will  be  taken  in  the  matter  of  the  test  of  the  boat  until 
the  company  furnishes  the  formal  statement  in  writing  required  by  the 
Department's  letter  of  January  19. 

65.  December  3,  1904,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wires  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 

Company,  asking  whether  the  company  will  be  ready  for  test  on  Monday, 
December  5. 
•6.  December  3,  1904,  the  Newjwrt  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company 
advises  the  Department  that  they  are  building  the  Simon  Lake  X,  which 
was  to  have  been  ready  December  5.    On  account  of  unavoidable  delays 
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craft  will  not  be  ready,  but  will  be  ready  for  Government  trial  December 
22  with  indorsement  of  chief  constructor  thereon  dated  December  10. 
®7.  December  5,  1904.     8lmon  Ijake  wires  Department  he  is  sending  special- 
delivery  letter. 

68.  December  3,  1904,  Lake  Torpedo  Ront  Company  replies  to  Department's 

letter  of  November  22,  1904,  and  requests  reconsideration  of  refusal  to 
proceed  with  trials  until  their  company  furnishes  the  formal  statem^it 
In  writing  required  by  the  Department's  letter  of  January  19. 

69.  December  7,  1904,  Department  reviews  facts  bearing  upon  the  recent  at- 

tempted trials  of  their  torpedo  boats;  will  proceed  to  take  such  action 
relative  to  contracts  for  the  construction  of  submarine  tori)edo  boats  as 
may  seem  proper. 

70.  December  9,  1904,  Judge-Advocate-General  decides  that  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  has  complied  with  the  act  of  April  27,  1904  (33  Stats.,  p.  351).  rela- 
tive to  "  competition  or  comparison  "  of  submarine  boats  prior  to  expend- 
ing an  amount  not  to  exceed  $850,000  for  such  boats. 

71.  December  12,  1904,  Department  answers  letter  of  Newport  News  Shipbuild- 

ing and  Dry  Dock  Company  of  December  3,  relative  to  changing  date  of 
trial  of  the  ^imon  Lake  X  from  December  5  to  December  22, 1904. 

72.  December  12,  1904,  Department  wires  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  for  an. 

answer  to  letter  of  December  7. 

73.  December  16,  1904,  Simon  Lake  wires,  "  Will  give  definite  reply  as  soon  as 

possible." 

74.  December  17,  1904,  Department  answers  by  wire,  "  Your  message  is  very 

indefinite." 

75.  December  17,  1904,  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  confirms  wire  16th ;  expect 

to  be  ready  for  trial  on  December  22. 

76.  December  21,  1904,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Simon  Lake,  requesting  within 

ten  days  a  letter  stating  just  when  they  will  have  a  boat  ready  for  trial. 

77.  January  3,  1905,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wires  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

requesting  formal  acknowlegment  of  his  letter  of  December  23,  1904. 

78.  January  4,  1905,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wires,  insisting  on  an  immediate  and 

specific  answer  to  telegram  of  the  3d. 

79.  January  4,  1905,  Simon  Lake  acknowledges  telegram;  asks  for  personal  in- 

terview to-morrow. 

80.  January  23,  1905,  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  requests  Board  on  Construc- 

tion to  return  three  sets  of  three  sheets  each  of  plans  for  Lake  tjrpe  sub- 
marine boats;  states  have  requested  their  return  heretofore;  also  that 
features  on  plans  have  been  used  without  their  consent;  Board  on  Con- 
struction has  no  record  of  any  request  for  the  return  of  plans,  and  states 
it  has  no  knowledge  of  use  having  bean  made  of  any  of  the  exclusive 
features. 

81.  February  2,  1905,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department  returns  plans 

referred  to  in  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  letter  of  February  2. 


(1.) 

The  Lake  Surmahine  Company, 

New  York,  January  22,  1901. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  understand  there  is  a  proposition  before  Congress  to  build  addi- 
tional submarine  torpedo  boats.  As  the  inventor  of  a  type  of  submarine  boat 
that  is  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  Government  as  submarine  torpedo  boats 
for  either  harbor  or  coast  defense,  or  for  purposes  of  blockading  or  destroying 
fleets  in  foreign  waters,  or  for  destroying  nilnies  or  cutting  cables,  I  think  it 
would  be  to  the  great  advantage  if  the  merits  of  my  type  of  vessel  were  inves- 
tigated. 

In  1893  I  submitted  plans  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  an  adver- 
tisement requesting  inventors  to  submit  plans.  These  plans  were  returned  with 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  stating  that  as  they  were  not  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations  they  could  not  be  considered;  this  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  circular  distinctly  stated  if  he  plans  submitted  were  informal  they 
would  be  considered.    Fortunately  my  type  of  vessel  was  as  well  adapted  for 
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commercial  purposes  as  for  war,  and  since  tliat  time  I  have  devoted  m;  atten- 
tion largely  to  tbat  branch  of  the  business,  and  the  Argonaut  is  well  known  as 
the  first  eotlreJy  successful  submarine  boat  ever  built.  Her  efficiency  as  a  sub- 
marine was  drawn  in '1897,  and  I  have  several  times  tried  to  interest  the  Gov- 
emment  In  the  invention,  but  have  failed,  probably  through  my  inezQerience 
lo  that  Une. 

Several  foreign  govemmaits  have,  however,  shown  great  Interest  In  her  and 
have  reqaested  me,  through  their  representatives  in  Washington,  to  submit 
p]an&  This  I  liave  not  done,  as  there  are  several  features  about  my  method 
ofopenttinf:  the  stibmarine  boat  that  I  have  discovered  in  my  many  years'  study 
and  experiment  that  I  have  not  disclosed  to  anyone  and  which  I  consider  of 
sofficient  importance  for  our  Government  to  keep  a  secret,  if  they  so  wish. 

I  send  under  another  cover  a  pamphlet  on  the  Argonaut,  which  only  relates 
to  the  coninierelal  advantages  of  vessels  of  her  type,  and  would  be  glad  to 
SDbmlt  to  the  proper  authorities  my  plans  for  submarine  torpedo  vessels. 

1  do  not  know  Just  the  proper  procedure  to  get  the  merits  of  my  type  of  vessel 
inrestigated,  but  as  I  have  failed  to  receive  recognition  heretofore  I  take  the 
liberty  of  writing  you  on  the  subject 

I  am  also  writing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  others,  and  believe  if  an 
in?estigation  is  made  where  I  can  submit  plans  and  have  a  hearing  I  can  con- 
vince anyone  of  the  great  value  of  this  type  of  vessel  to  our  Govenunent. 
Yours*  very  respectfully 

Simon  Lake. 
Hon.  \^ii^UiM  McKiNUEY, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


(2.) 


The  Lake  Submarine  Company, 

New  York,  January  22,  1901. 
Hon.  JoHiv  I>.  Long, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dkah  Sib  :  I  understand  there  is  a  proposition  before  Congress  to  build  addi- 
tional submarine  torjiedo  boats.  As  the  inventor  of  a  type  of  submarine  that 
is  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  Government  as  submarine  torpedo  boats  for 
either  harbor  or  coast  defense,  or  for  purposes  of  blockading  or  destroying 
fleets  in  foreign  waters,  or  for  destroying  mines  and  cutting  cables,  I  would  like 
to  a  sic  your  advice  as  to  the  proper  method  to  get  the  merits  of  my  type  of 
vessel  considered. 

In  1893  I  submitted  plans  to  the  then  Secretary  under  the  advertisement 
requesting  Inventors  to  submit  plans.  These  plans  were  returned  with  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  stating  that  as  my  plans  were  not  in  accordance  with  the 
regalations  they  could  not  be  considered;  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  circular  distinctly  "stated  that  if  the  plans  were  informal  they  would  receive 
consideration. 

Fortunateb*  my  type  of  vessel  was  well  adapted  to  commercial  purposes  and 
I  devoted  my  attention  more  particularly  to  that  feature,  although  I  have  several 
times  slnro  triwl  to  interest  the  Government  in  my  plans,  and  the  same  have 
re-c-t-'ive*!  the  indors4»nient  of  a  number  of  naval  officers  of  high  standing.  The 
Arffonaui  in  18JI7  was  tlie  first  submarine  vessel  ever  built  to  demonstrate  that 
Rubmarino  navigation  was  entirely  practical,  and  slie  has  traveled  thousands  of 
utile's  in  tiM*  riu*saiK»ake  Bay  and  on  Ihe  coast  and  in  Ix)ng  Island  Sound  under 
h*-r  own  fiower  and  entirely  unescorted.  Vessels  of  her  type  need  only  to  be 
fittwl  with  t<»riKHlo  tulK^s  and  storage  batteries  to  make  them  formidable  as 
subnmrine  tori>fMlo  l>oats.  and  in  addition  to  the  advantages  possessed  by  other 
submarines  tliey  have  distinctive  qualities  not  iwssessed  by  other  types,  some 
uf   which  are  of   iniiwrtance. 

J  am  sending,  under  another  cover,  a  pamphlet  descriptive  of  the  Argonaut. 
Thin  relates  only  to  the  commercial  features  of  the  tyi)e.  but  I  have  plans  of 
tori^lo  boats  which  I  would  be  glad  to  submit  to  the  proper  authorities. 
Yours,    respectfully, 

Simon  Lake. 
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[Ftrat  Indorsement.] 

Navy  Departmepjt,  January  23,  190 J. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  on  Construction  for  comment  and  recom- 
mendation. 

I-ONO. 

[Second  Indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  Boarii  ox  Construction, 

January  25.  1901. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

So  far  as  known  to  the  Board  on  Construction  then*  is  no  proiK)sition  before 
Congress  to  build  ad<litional  submarine  tori)edo  boats,  nor  is  thoro  now  any 
appropriation  for  conducting  experiments  with  such  Imats. 

The  Board  has  not  sufficient  data  concerning  the  Tjike  submarine  boat  to 
enable  it  to  express  an  intelligent  opinion  as  to  its  probable  efficiency. 

Should  there  be  an  appropriation  for  submariuo  boats  in  which  no  si)ecia] 
type  is  designated,  the  question  of  the  Lake  submarine  boat  could  then  be  con- 
sidered. 

The  pai)ers  referral  to  the  Board  for  consideration  in  connection  with  this 
matter  by  the  Department's  indorsements  of  the  24th  instant,  Xos.  12161>-2  and 
121®&-3,  resi)ectively,  are  returned  herewith. 

Ciiari.es  O'Neil, 
Chief  o/  liurrau  of  Ordnance,  President  of  Board. 
Geo.   W.   Melville, 
Engineer  in  Chief.  U.  S.  .Vary, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  i^teani  Engineering,  Member. 
R.  B.  Bradford, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Member. 

C.   D.    SiGSBEE, 

Chief  Intelligence  Officer,  Member. 
J.  J.  Woodward, 
\aral  Const ruetor,  V.  8.  Xavy,  Acting  Member. 

(3.) 

The  Lake  Submarine  Company, 

New  York,  January  21,  1901. 
Hon.  D.  B.  Henderson,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  reported  that  there  is  to  be  a  bill  presentwl  before  Ckmgress 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  additional  submarine  boats  for  the  T'nited  States 
Navy.  If  this  is  true,  I  would  like  to  have  an  opi)ortunity  of  submitting  plans 
for  supplying  some  of  such  craft.  I  have  been  in  the  submarine  boat  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  Argonaut  is  well  known  as  being  one  of  the  most 
successful  submarine  boats  ever  built.  Of  course,  she  Is  not  a  submarine  tor- 
pedo boat ;  she  has  been  built  for  commercial  puriwses,  but  vessels  of  her  type 
are  equally  well  adapted  for  tori)edo  boats;  they  would  only  need  to  be  fitted 
with  torpedo  tubes  and  storage  batteries  to  make  them  independent  of  surface 
connections.  I  submitted  plans  to  the  Sc*cretary  of  the  Navy  in  1893  for  such 
a  vessel,  but  as  I  was  not  familiar  with  the  proiier  methods  of  presenting  a  bid 
for  naval  work  I  was  disqualified,  although  afterwards  I  was  informed  by  some 
high  authorities  in  Washington  that  my  plans  were  considered  the  most  practi- 
cal of  any  presented. 

I  finally  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  returning  my  plans 
and  stating  that  as  my  plans  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  they 
could  not  be  considered  in  the  comi)etition ;  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  circular  requesting  Inventors  to  submit  projwsals  distinctly  stated  that  even 
if  the  plans  submitted  were  informal,  they  would  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Fortunately  my  type  of  vessel  was  equally  as  well  adapted  for  commercial  pur- 
ix>ses  as  for  war;  I  therefore  devoted  my  attention  to  that  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness. As  you  are  aware,  Congress  in  1803  appropriated  $200,000  for  the  purpose 
of  developing  the  ideas  of  another  inventor,  and  a  contract  was  made  for  build- 
ing a  vessel  of  that  type,  which  vessel  is  still  uncompleted.  Since  that  time  the 
Government  has  purchased  another  vessel  of  the  same  tyi>e  and  has  authorized 
the  building  of  six  more.  In  1897  the  Argonaut  was  completed  and  experi- 
mented with  in  the  Chesai>eake  Bay  and  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  was  the  first 
entirely  successful  boat  ever  built.    At  that  time  she  was  only  36  feet  long,  yet 
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some  naral  officers  who  were  on  board  while  she  was  at  Hampton  Roads,  Vir- 
ginia, daring  the  Spanish-American  war,  said  she  wDuld  have  proven  invaluable 
to  cutting  cables  and  destroying  the  mine  defenses  along  the  coast  and  at  Santi- 
ago, even  in  her  condition  at  that  time.  At  that  time  I  again  tried  to  interest 
the  Government  in  my  type  of  vessel,  but  owing  to  my  inexperience  in  that  line 
I  did  not  succeed  in  getting  a  hearing. 

Now,  however,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has  already  been  appropriated 
over  11,000,000  for  experimenting  with  another  type  of  vessel,  I  think  it  will  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Government  if  the  merits  of  other  types  should  be 
considered.  I  send  under  another  cover  a  pamphlet  descriptive  of  my  style  of 
submarine  boat,  the  Argonaut^  which  will  give  you  some  information  as  to 
what  I  have  accomplished.  This  pamphlet  only  relates  to  the  commercial  fea- 
tures of  her  type  of  vessel,  but  I  have  In  preparation  another  pamphlet  which 
relates  directly  to  the  use  of  this  type  of  vessel  for  naval  purposes,  which  will 
be  ready  in  a  few  days. 

I  read  a  paper  before  the  Naval  Mllltla  in  New  York  some  time  ago,  and 
Illustrated  the  method  of  defending  our  coast  and  harbors  by  the  use  of  sub- 
marine vessels  of  the  Argonaut  type,  and  invited  criticism.  There  were  also  a 
number  of  the  regular  naval  officers  present,  but  they  all  said  there  was  no 
criticism  to  make.  They  believed  there  was  no  method  known  to  naval  science 
that  could  compete  with  vessels  of  the  Argonaut  type  when  fitted  with  storage 
batteries  and  Whitehead  torpedoes. 

Lieuteunnt-Comnirtiider  Kimball  told  me  when  in  Baltimore  he  believed  a 
vessel  of  the  Argonaut  type  could  enter  any  harbor  In  the  world  and  destroy 
their  mine  defenses.  Admiral  Hlchbom,  In  a  recent  article  In  the  Engineering 
Magazine,  said :  "  The  Lake  boat  gives  good  promise  of  efficiency."  '*  A  boat 
of  her  type  fitted  with  a  true  submarine  motor  might  be  very  valuable  In  the 
attack  of  a  mine  field."  The  Argotuint  iy\ye  of  vessel  has  numerous  advantages 
over  previous  or  existing  types  of  submarine  vessels,  which  are  protected  by 
numerous  fundamental  patents  and  can  not  be  embodied  In  other  vessels  with- 
out infringement.     Its  characteristic  features  are: 

First.  Automatically  maintaining  the  trim  of  the  vessel  while  submerged. 

Second.  Automatically  regulating  the  depth  of  submergence. 

Third.  Ability  to  steer  long  and  correct  courses  when  submerged  without  the 
necessity  of  frequently  coming  to  the  surface  to  correct  the  same. 

Fourth.  Means  for  communicating  with  the  shore  or  another  submarine  or 
surface  vessel  while  on  picket  duty. 

Fifth.  Means  whereby  divers  may  readily  leave  and  reenter  the  boat  while 
submerged,  no  water  entering  the  boat  while  the  door  is  open. 

Sixth.  Ability  to  guide  the  vessel  toward  or  away  from  an  enemy  while 
submerged  without  exposure  of  position. 

Seventh.  Ability  to  cut  and  destroy  cables  and  mine  defenses. 

Eighth.  Means  for  traveling  either  on  the  surface,  awash,  submerged  at  any 
predetermined  depth,  or  on  the  bottom. 

Ninth.  Means  for  recharging  the  batteries  while  submerged. 

Tenth.  The  ability  to  travel  submerged  and  at  the  same  time  receive  an 
abundance  of  pure  air  in  its  natural  condition. 

Eleventh.  Seaworthiness.  Vessels  of  her  type  are  more  seaworthy  than  purely 
surface  boats,  and  are  as  capable  of  making  long  voyages;  the  superstructure 
affords  sufficient  fuel,  storage  capacity,  and  also  provides  a  deck,  which  is  a 
VCTy  desirable  thing  for  long  cruises. 

Twelfth.  Her  type  affords  sufficient  and  comfortable  crew's  quarters.  (See 
p.  15  of  pamphlet,  when  a  party  of  28  were  entertained  below  the  surface.) 

Thirteenth.  The  type  Is  adaptable  for  being  utilized  as  tenders  to  cruisers  or 
battle  ships,  for  harbor  or  coast  defense  puri)08es,  or  for  submarine  cruisers  or 
gunboats  for  offensive  purposes  In   foreign  waters. 

Fourteenth.  Provision  for  the  escape  of  the  crew  In  case  of  total  disablement 
of  the  vi*ssel.  In  addition  to  the  above  special  featuren,  the  boats  have  all  the 
advantages  ijossessetl  by  other  submarine  craft,  as  all  the  more  imiK>rtant  boats 
of  recent  years  have  been  simply  combinations  of  old  principles  known  and 
described  years  ago  and  are  not,  as  is  the  Argonaut  type,  protected  by  broad 
or  basic  patents.  A  list  of  these  patents  will  be  found  on  page  27  of  the 
pamphlet. 

I  have  at  present  plans,  aud  In  preparation  others,  for  submarine  torpedo 
boats  of  the  Argonaut  type,  which  will  be  ready  to  submit  to  the  naval  authori- 
ties at  an  early  day. 
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I  shall  be  j?)n<l  to  annwer  niiy  qneHtionfl  that  you  may  desire  to  ask  ufioii  this 
subject,  either  by  corre«i)oridence  or  by  i>er8onal  Interview,  as  may  be  your 
pleasure. 

Yours,  re8i)ectfully,  Simon  I^kkwl 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  22,  190U 
Respectfully  referred  to  Hon.  John  D.  Ix>ng,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash- 
ington, I>.  C. 

J.  W.  Richards, 
Private  Secretary  [to  Hon.  D.  B,  Henderson]. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  of  Construction  for  consideration  In  con- 
nection with  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the  submarine  company,  referred 
to  tiie  board  by  the  Deimrtmeut's  Indorsement  No.  12169  of  the  23d  instant. 

Long,  Secretary. 


(4.) 

Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 

House  of  Represent ati^-es, 
WnMhington,  D.  C,  January  22,  1901, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  letter  from   Mr.  Simon  Lake, 
president  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company,  and  to  request  that  you  advise  me 
of  the  regulations  governing  the  furnishing  of  estimates  for  the  building  of 
submarine  boats,  and  any  other  information  that  you  think  accessary. 
Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  courtesy  in  the  matter, 
Bespectfully, 

B.  T.  Clatton. 
C  First  Indorflement.] 

Navy  Department,  Januartf  2.^,  190 f. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  on  (Construction  for  consideration  In  'con- 
nection with  the  letter  of  tbe  presldei)t  of  the  Submarine  Company  referred  to 
the  board  by  the  Department's  IndorPement  No.  12109  of  the  23d  Instant. 

I^NG.  Secretary. 


The  Lake  Submarine  Company, 

yew  York,  JantMnf  21,  1901, 
Hon.  Bertram  T.  Clayton,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  reported  that  there  is  to  be  a  bill  presente<l  before  Congress 
authorizhig  the  inirchase  of  nddltiounl  submarine  l>oat8  for  the  Ignited  States 
Navy.  If  th!8  is  true,  I  would  like  to  have  an  op|K>rtunlty  of  submitting  plans 
for  sup[)lylng  some  of  such  craft.  I  have  been  in  the  submarine  boat  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  Argonaut  Is  well  known  as  being  one  of  the 
most  Hucces'sful  submnrhie  l><^ats  ever  built.  Of  course  she  Is  not  a  submarine 
torpedo  boat.  She  has  been  built  for  commercial  purposes,  but  vessels  of  her 
type  are  equally  well  adapte<l  for  torpedo  boats.  They  would  only  need  to  be 
fitted  with  tori^edo  tulK»8  and  stonige  bntteriea  to  make  them  inde|)endent  of 
surface  connections.  I  submitted  plans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  1893 
for  such  a  vessel,  but  as  I  was  not  familiar  with  the  proi)er  methods  of  pre- 
senting a  bid  for  naval  work  1  was  dlwiualled,  although  afterwards  I  was 
informed  by  some  high  authorities  in  Washington  that  my  plans  were  considered 
the  most  practical  of  any  presented. 

I  finally  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  returning  my  plans 
and  stating  that  as  my  plans  were  not  In  a(*<»or<lance  with  the  regulations  they 
could  not  be  couslderwl  In  the  competition,  this,  notwithstanding  tlie  fact  that 
the  circular  rniuesting  ln>e!itors  to  suliniit  pr<»|M>KaIs  distinctly  stated  that 
even  If  the  plans  subnilttcnl  were  Informal  they  wouhl  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Fortunately  my  type  of  vessel  was  e<iually  as  well  adapted  for  c<nnmer- 
clal  puri)ose  as  for  war.  I  therefore  devott^l  my  attentipn  to  that  branch  of  the 
business.     As  you  are  aware.  Con;:ress,  In  1SIK5.  ,Mppropriate<l  ?2()<>.nM)  for  the 
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porpoee  of  developiiiic  the  ideas  of  nnotlier  inventor,  and  a  contract  was  made 
for  building  a  veH»el  of  tliiit  typ*»,  whicli  vensel  is  still  uncompleted.  Since  that 
time  the  CT<>veniuient  lias  purcliased  another  vessel  of  the  same  type  and  haa 
autliorised  the  building  of  six  more.  In  1S07  the  Argonaut  was  completed  and 
«perimeut(>d  'with  in  the  Chet^aiieake  Bay  and  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  was 
the  first  entirely  successful  boat  ever  built.  At  that  time  she  was  only  36  feet 
kmj:  yet  some  naval  officers  who  were  on  board  while  she  was  at  Hampton 
Roads,  Virginia,  during  the  SiMinish-American  war,  said  she  would  have  proven 
InTBlnable  in  cutting  cables  and  destroying  the  mine  defenses  along  the  coast 
and  at  Santiago,  even  In  her  condition  at  that  time.  At  that  time  I  again  tried 
to  Interest  the  Government  in  my  type  of  vessel,  but  owing  to  my  inexperience 
in  that  line  I  did  not  succeed  in  getting  a  hearing. 

Xow,  ho^irever»  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has  already  been  appropriated 
orer  $1,000,000  for  experimenting  with  another  type  of  vessel,  I  thinlc  it  will 
be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government  if  the  merits  of  other  types  should  be 
eoQsidered.  I  send  under  another  cover  a  pamphlet  descriptive  of  my  style  of 
aabmarine  boat,  tlie  A^rgonaut,  which  will  give  you  some  information  as  to  what 
I  have  accomplislied.  This  pamphlet  only  relates  to  the  commercial  features 
of  her  type  of  vessel,  but  I  have  in  preparation  another  pamphlet  which  relates 
directly  to  the  use  of  this  type  of  vessel  for  naval  purposes,  which  will  be  ready 
tai  a  few   days. 

I  read  a  paper  1>efore  the  naval  militia  in  New  York  some  time  ago,  and 
lUustrated  the  method  of  defending  our  coast  and  harbors  by  the  use  of  subma- 
rine vessels  of  the  Argonaut  tyi>e,  and  invited  criticism.  There  were  also  a 
nmuber  of  the  regular  naval  officers  present,  but  they  all  said  there  was  no 
criticlnn  to  make.  They  l}elieved  there  was  no  method  known  to  naval  science 
that  could  compete  with  vessels  of  the  Argonatit  type  when  fitted  with  storage 
batteries  and  l^bitehead  torpedoes. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Kimball  told  me  when  in  Baltimore  he  believed  a 
vessel  of  the  Argonaut  type  could  enter  any  harbor  in  the  world  and  destroy 
tlieir  mine  defenses.  Admiral  Hichbom,  in  a  recent  article  in  the  Engineering 
Magazine,  said :  *'  The  Lake  boat  gives  good  promise  of  efficiency.  A  boat  of 
lier  type,  fitted  with  a  true  submarine  motor,  might  be  very  valuable  in  the 
attack  of  a  mine  field."  The  Argonaut  type  of  vessel  has  numerous  advantages 
over  previous  or  existing  types  of  submarine  vessels,  which  are  protected  by 
Biuner<»us  fundamental  patents  and  can  not  be  embodied  in  other  vessels  with- 
out Infringement.     Its  characteristic  features  are: 

First.  Automatically  maintaining  the  trim  of  the  vessel  while  submerged. 
Second.  Automatically  regulating  the  depth  of  the  submergence. 
Third-  Ability  to  steer  long  and  correct  courses  when  submerged  without  the 
necessity  of  frcKiuently  coming  to  the  surface  to  correct  the  same. 

Fourth.  Means  of  communicating  with  the  shore  or  another  submarine  or 
surface  vessel  while  on  picket  duty. 

Fifth.  Means  whereby  divers  may  readily  leave  and  reenter  the  boat  while 
sobmerged,  no  water  entering  the  boat  while  the  door  is  open. 

Sixth.  Ability  to  guide  the  vessel  toward  or  away  from  an  enemy  while  sub- 
merged without  exposure  of  position.  , 
Seventh.  Ability  to  cut  and  destroy  cables  and  mine  defenses. 
Eighth.  Means  for  traveling  either  on  the  surface,  awash,  submerged  at  any 
predetermined  depth,  or  on  the  bottom. 

Ninth.  Means  for  recharging  the  batteries  while  submerged. 
Tentli.  The  ability  to  travel  submerged  and  at  the  same  time  receive  an  abun- 
dance of  pure  air  in  its  natural  condition. 

Eleventh.  Seaworthiness.  Vessels  of  her  type  are  more  seaworthy  than 
purely  surface  boats,  and  are  as  capable  of  making  long  voyages.  The  super- 
structure affords  sufficient  fuel,  storage  capacity,  and  also  i)rovides  a  deck, 
^rhlch  is  a  very  desirable  thing  for  long  cruises. 

Twrifth.  Her  type  affords  sufficient  and  comfortable  crews*  quarters.     (See 

page  15  of  pamphlet,  when  a  party  of  2S  were  entertained  below  the  surface.) 

Thirteenth.  The  tyiK*  is  adaptable  for  being  utilized  as  tenders  to  cruisers  or 

battle  ships,  for  harbor  or  coast  defense  puri)oaes,  or  for  submarine  cruisers  or 

Sonboats  for  offensive  purposes  in  foreign  waters. 

Fourteenth.  Provision  for  the  escaim  of  the  crew  in  case  of  total  disablement 

of  the  resse).     In  addition  to  the  above  (»si)eclal  features  the  boats  have  all  the 

^AmniAf^eB  possessed  by  other  submarine  craft,  as  all  the  more  inii)ortant  boats 

at  recent  years  have  been  simply  combinations  of  old  principles  known  and 

deiKtibed  years  ago,  and  are  not,  as  Is  the  Argonaut  type,  protected  by  broad  or 

hmgfc  patents.     A  list  of  these  paix^rs  will  be  found  on  page  27  of  the  pamphlet. 
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I  have  at  present  plans,  and  in  preparation  others,  for  submarine  torpedo 
boats  of  the  Argonaut  type  which  will  be  ready  to  submit  to  the  naval  authori- 
ties at  an  early  day. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  that  you  may  desire  to  ask  upon  this 
subject,  either  by  correspondence  or  by  personal  interview,  as  may  be  your 
pleasure. 

Yours,  respectfully,  Simon  Lake. 


(5.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  January  28,  1901. 
Sib:  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  stating  that  you  understand 
there  is  a  proposition  before  Congress  to  build  additional  submarine  torpedo 
boats  and  asking  to  be  informed  as  to  the  proper  method  to  get  the  merits  of 
your  type  of  vessels  considered,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  on  Con- 
struction, to  which  your  letter  was  referred,  reports  as  follows : 

"  So  far  as  known  to  the  Board  on  Ck)nstructlon,  there  is  no  proposition  before 
Ck)ngress  to  build  additional  submarine  torpedo  boats,  nor  is  there  now  any  ap- 
propriation for  conducting  experiments  with  such  boats. 

"The  Board  has  not  sufficient  data  concerning  the  T^ake  submarine  boat  to 
enable  it  to  express  an  intelligent  opinion  as  to  Its  probable  efficiency. 

"  Should  there  be  an  appropriation  for  submarine  boats  in  which  no  special 
type  is  designated,  the  question  of  the  Lake  submarine  boat  could  then  be  con- 
sidered." 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  report,  the  Department  is  unable  to  give  considera- 
tion at  the  present  time  to  the  question  of  experiments  with  your  boat.  How- 
ever, should  Congress  make  an  appropriation  for  submarine  boats  In  which  no 
special  type  Is  designated  the  availability  of  your  typo  of  submarine  boat  will 
be  given  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long, 

Secretary, 
Mr.  Simon  Lake, 

President  the  Lake  Submarine  Company. 


(6.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  January  28,  J901. 
Sib:  Referring  to  your  Indorsement  of  the  22d  Instant  on  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Simon  Lake,  president  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company,  No.  11  Broadway,  New 
York,  stating  that  It  is  reported  there  is  to  be  a  bill  present (mI  before  Congress 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  additional  submarine  boats  for  the  United  States 
Navy,  and  If  this  Is  true,  that  he  would  like  to  have  an  oi>portunity  of  sub- 
mitting plans  for  supplying  some  of  such  craft,  T  have  the  honor  to  Inform  you 
that  the  Board  on  Construction,  to  which  the  letter  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Com- 
pany was  referred,  reports  as  follows : 

"  So  far  as  known  to  the  Board  on  Construction,  there  Is  no  proposition  before 
Congress  to  build  additional  submarine  torpedo  boats,  nor  is  there  now  any  ap- 
propriation for  conducting  experiments  with  such  boats. 

"The  Board  has  not  sufficient  data  concerning  the  T^ake  submarine  boat  to 
enable  It  to  express  an  Intelligent  opinion  os  to  Its  probable  efficiency. 

**  Should  there  be  an  appropriation  for  submarine  boats  in  which  no  special 
type  is  designated,  the  question  of  the  Ijike  submarine  boat  could  then  be  con- 
sidered." 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  report,  the  Department  Is  unable  to  give  consideration 
at  the  present  time  to  the  question  of  experiments  with  the  I^ke  Submarine 
Company's  boat.  However,  should  Congress  make  an  appropriation  for  sub- 
marine boats  In  which  no  special  type  is  designated,  the  availability  of  the 
above-mentioned  company's  submarine  boat  will  be  given  consideration. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long.  Secretary. 
Hon.  D.  B.  Henderson, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D,  C, 
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(7.) 

Navy  Depabtment, 
WMhington,  January  28,  J901, 
Sib  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  inclosing  one  from  Mr.  Simon 
Lake,  president  of  the  Lalje  Submarine  Company,  No.  11  Broadway,  New  York, 
stating  that  it  is  reported  there  is  to  be  a  bill  pres^ited  before  Congress  author- 
ising the  purchase  of  additional  submarine  boats  for  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  if  this  is  true  tliat  he  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity  of  submitting  plans 
for  supplying  some  of  such  craft,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Board 
on  Construction,  to  which  the  letter  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company  was  re- 
ferred, reports  as  follows : 

"  So  far  as  known  to  the  Board  on  Consti'uctlon,  there  is  no  proposition  before 
Congress  to  build  additional  submarine  torpedo  boats,  nor  is  there  now  any  ap- 
propriation for  conducting  experiments  with  such  boats. 

"  The  Board  has  not  sufficient  data  concerning  the  I^ake  submarine  boat  to 
enable  it  to  expre^  an  intelligent  opinion  as  to  its  probable  efficiency. 

"  Should  there  be  an  appropriation  for  submarine  boats  in  which  no  special 
type  is  designated,  the  question  of  the  Lake  submarine  boat  could  then  be  con- 
sidered." 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  report,  the  Department  is  unable  to  give  considera- 
tion at  the  present  time  to  the  question  of  experiments  with  the  liUke  Sub- 
marine Company's  boat  However,  should  Congress  make  an  appropriation  for 
submarine  boats  in  which  no  special  type  is  designated,  the  availability  of  the 
above-mentioned  company's  submarine  boat  will  be  given  consideration. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Ixjno,  Secretary. 
Hon.  B.  T.  Clayton, 

House  of  Represenlaiives,  Watthington,  D.  C. 


(8.) 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Cx)mpany, 
Bridgeport,  Conn,,  October  21,  1902, 
Fbancis  T.  Bowles. 

Rear- Admiral ,  U,  8,  Xavy. 
Dbab  Sib:  We  expect  to  launch  our  new  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector 
on  Saturday,  November  1,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  and  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
inspect  her  either  on  that  date  or  previous  thereto,  as  her  many  novel  features  can 
be  seen  much  better  then  than  when  she  is  In  the  water.  She  will  be  launched 
with  practically  all  her  machinery  and  fittings  installed,  the  only  thing  of  any 
moment  remaining  to  be  done  being  the  Installing  of  the  storage-battery  plates, 
the  battery  tanks  having  been  put  in  some  time  ago. 

This  work  will  take  about  three  weeks,  so  w.e  should  be  ready  for  our  first 
trial  about  the  1st  of  December. 

We  have  spared  no  expense  in  trying  to  make  this  boat  first-class  in  every  re- 
spect, and  believe  she  will  prove  by  her  trials  to  be  a  superior  craft 
Yours,  sincerely, 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 
Simon  Lake,  President. 


(0.) 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Navy  Department, 

October  29,  1902, 
Messrs  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I  regret  that  I  shall  be 
unable  to  attend  the  launch  of  the  Protector  on  Saturday,  November  1,  1902, 
but,  supposing  it  would  be  agreeable  to  you,  I  have  instructed  Naval  Constructor 
D.  W.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  this  Bureau,  to  be  present.  I  hope  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  you  to  permit  him  to  thoroughly  inspect  the  boat. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  T.  Bowles, 
Chief  Constructor,  U,  8,  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau, 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Oofm. 
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(10.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  Novetnber  21,  1902. 

[Memorandum  for  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance.] 

The  attached  letter  from  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C,  requesthi}?  the  loan  of  a  Whitehead 
torpedo  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  also  the  detail  of  a  proper 
person  for  the  instruction  of  the  company  in  the  use  of  the  same,  is  referred  to 
the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  with  the  following  authorizations: 

The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  is  authorized  to  loan  a  Whitehead  torpedo  to  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  upon  the  company's  executing  an  indemnity  bond 
for  |3,500  to  secure  the  Government  in  case  of  the  loss  of  or  injury  to  the  tor- 
pedo, the  expense  of  transportation  to  be  borne  by  said  company. 

The  Bureau  is  also  authorized  to  detail  a  suitable  person  from  the  torpedo 
station  to  proceed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  Instruct  the  company  In  the  use  of 
torpedoes,  the  company  to  pay  the  cost  of  travel  and  other  necessary  expenses 
of  such  person  while  so  employed. 

W.  H.  MOODT. 


(11.) 


Department  of  the  Navy, 

Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  2t,  1902. 

[Memorandum.] 

Bureau  suggests  that  this  letter  be  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  with 
the  authority  to  loan  a  Whitehead  torpedo  to  the  Lake  Ton^edo  Boat  Company, 
upon  the  company's  executing  an  indemnity  bond  for  $8,500  to  secure  the  Gov- 
ernment in  case  of  the  loss  of  or  injury  to  the  torpedo,  the  expenses  of  trans- 
portation to  be  borne  by  said  company. 

That  the  Bureau  be  also  authorized  to  detail  a  suitable  person  from  the  tor- 
pedo station  to  proceed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  instruct  the  company  In  the 
use  of  torpedoes,  the  company  to  pay  the  cost  of  travel  and  other  necessary 
expenses  of  such  person  while  so  employed. 

Charles  ()*Neil, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 


(12.) 


Department  of  the  Navy, 

Bureau  or  Ordnance, 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  21,  1902. 

[Memorandum  for  reply  to  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C] 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  November  19,  1902,  with  reference  to  the  Depart- 
ment's loaning  a  torpedo  to  the  I>ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  to  the 
request  of  said  company  that  a  i)er8on  familiar  with  the  use  of  torpedoes 
be  detailed  to  proceed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  for  the  puriKJse  of  instructing  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  concerning  their  use,  the  Department  begs  to  in- 
form you  that  it  will  be  pleased  to  comply  with  these  requests,  and  has  to-day 
authorized  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  loan  the  company  a  Whitehead  torpedo 
upon  condition  that  the  I^ke  Tori^edo  Boat  Company  execute  an  indemnity 
bond  In  the  sum  of  $3,500  to  secure  the  Government  against  the  loss  of  or  In- 
Jury  to  the  torpedo,  provided  the  comi>any  will  pay  the  expenses  of  transporta- 
tion; and  the  Department  has  also  authorized  the  detail  of  a  suitable  person 
from  the  torpedo  station,  provided  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  will  pay 
the  travel  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  such  person  while  so  employed. 

Ghables  O'Neh., 
OMef  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
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(13.) 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  November  21,  1902, 
My  Dear  Mr.  Hill  :  I  have  your  letter  of  the  lJ)th  Instant  in  reference  to  the 
dt*Hlred  loan  of  a  torpedo  to  the  l^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  also  as  to 
the  detail  of  some  suitable  i»er8on  to  instruct  the  company  in  the  operation  of 
the  same,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  I  have  to-day  directed  the 
Bureau  of  Ordnance  to  effect  the  loan  of  a  Whitehead  torpedo  to  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  upon  condition  ttiat  the  company  execute  an  indemnity 
bond  in  the  sum  of  $3,500  to  secure  the  Government  against  the  loss  of  or  in- 
jury to  the  torpedo^  provided  the  company  will  pay  the  expenses  of  transpor- 
tation. I  have  also  authorized  the  detail  of  a  suitable  person  from  the  torpedo 
station  for  the  purpose  of  instruction,  provided  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
jtany  will  pay  the  travel  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  such  person  while  so 
employed. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

W.  H.  Moody. 
Hon.  R  J.  Hill,  M.  C. 

Norwalk,  Conn, 


(14.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  December  15,  1902. 

Sib:  The  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector,  built  by  this  company,  Is  now 
ready  to  undergo  such  tests  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Navy  Department  for 
determining  her  usefulness  for  naval  purposes. 

This  company  would  call  the  attrition  of  the  Department  to  the  fact  that  the 
Board  on  Construction  Fi>ecifically  retonimended  that  the  field  of  conipetitioTi  as 
regards  submarine  boat  construction  be  kept  open  to  all  inventors.  This  rec- 
ommendation was  approved  by  Hon.  John  D.  Long,  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who  also  specifically  stated  this  fact  in  an  official  communication  to  Congress. 

If  encouragement  was  not  given  this  company  to  engage  In  submarine  boat 
construction,  an  implied  pledge  was  made  that  the  merits  of  any  completed 
submarine  craft  would  be  officially  investigated. 

In  the  belief  that  the  Department  deems  It  In  line  with  sound  public  policy 
to  encourage  competition,  and  that  it  als<»  desires  to  procure  the  best  of  every 
form  of  naval  construction,  this  company  has  expended  over  a  quarter  of  a 
millicm  dollars  in  the  building  of  the  Protector, 

This  company,  therefore,  requests  that  the  Department  will,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day,  direct  a  board  of  naval  officers  to  examine  the  Protector,  and 
to  c«»ndnct  sweh  t*sts  as  may  he  prescribetl  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
determining  the  usefulness  of  the  craft  for  naval  purposes. 

Our  company  guarantees  to  defray  all  direct  and  Indirect  expenses  incidental 
to  carrying  on  such  tests. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  question  of  submarine  boats  will  undoubtedly  be 
considered  by  the  present  Congress,  this  comimny  would  urgently  request  that 
the  merits  of  the  Protector  be  inquired  into  by  a  naval  l>oard  before  the  end  of 
this  month. 

In  order  to  expedite  matters,  It  is  further  requested  that  the  board  of  in- 
sr»e<-tion  1k»  directed  to  proceed  to  Br!dj?e|M>rt,  Coiui..  to  observe*  and  report  uiK)n 
the  general  design  of  the  boat,  and  that  the  Board  on  Construction  suggest  to 
the  Department  the  nature  of  the  tests  that  should  be  prescribed. 

The  present  Congress  ought  to  be  officially  informed  of  the  merits  of  the 
Protector  before  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  submarine-boat  cpiestion. 
Any  delay  In  conducting  these  tests  may  work  material  Injury  to  the  Interests 
of  this  company  as  well  as  to  the  good  of  the  Na\*>*.    • 

Particularly  does  this  company  Invite  a  competitive  test  of  the  Protector 
with  any  submarine  boat  owned  by  the  Government  or  which  is  in  process  of 
construction  for  the  Navy. 

Our  work  in  building  the  Protector  ou&rht  to  give  the  Navy  Department  an 
opportunity  to  settle  the  question  as  to  the  value  of  the  submarine  boat  as  a 
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weapon  of  war,  since  the  Department  can  secure  competitive  tests  of  boats  baiit 
on  widely  different  principles. 

This  company  therefore  believes  that  it  is  Justified  in  urging  immediate  action 
upon  this  request. 

The  Lake  Tobpsdo  Boat  Company, 
Simon  Lake,  President, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Nat-yy  Washington^  D.  C, 


(15.) 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridegport,  Conn.,  January  12,  190S. 
Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Sib:  Referring  to  our  letter  of  December  15,  and  to  the  interview  the  day 
following  between  yourself.  Admiral  O'Nell.  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  and  the  writer,  r 
have  the  honor  to  advise  yon,  aj?rt»fnbly,to  your  suggestion  then  made,  that  we 
shall  be  ready  to  have  the  torpedo  boat  Protector  Inspected  any  day  after  the 
18th  instant. 

Believing  that  the  Department  Is  desirous  of  securing  official  knowledge  of 
the  capabilities  of  submarine  vessels  of  different  types  as  early  as  possible,  in 
view  of  probable  legislation  for  submarines  by  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
we  are  particularly  anxious  that  our  boat  may  be  examined  as  early  as  con- 
venient to  the  Department  after  the  date  set. 

Without  governmental  assistance  or  guaranty  of  any  sort,  we  have  spent 
nearly  $300,000  already  in  developing  our  boat — something  without  a  parallel, 
in  this  country  at  least — and  our  reasonable  desire  for  an  early  official  exami- 
nation Is  that  the  Department  may  have  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  con- 
structive features  of  the  Protector  and  her  performances  so  far  as  they  may 
now  be  ascertained.  We  wish  to  go  before  Congress  with  a  good  round  meas- 
ure of  established  merit  In  which  the  Department's  ovm  experts  can  concur. 

I  send  you  herewith  copies  of  certain  photographs  taken  during  our  second 
preliminary  run  on  the  9th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  Simon  Lake,  President, 


(16.) 

Navy  Dbpabtment, 
Washington,  January  19,  190S. 
Sib  :  Please  issue  the  necessary  orders  for  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey 
to  proceed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  assemble  at  that  place  on  January  26. 
1903,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  examination  of  the  Lake  submarine  boat 
Protector,  the  board  to  report  on  general  coustructlon,  equipment,  machinery, 
seaworthiness,  habitabllity,  and  adaptability  of  the  boat  for  the  purpose  of 
offense  and  defense,  mining  and  countermining.  The  boat  being  as  yet  incom- 
plete, examination  will  of  necessity  be  of  a  preliminary  character,  but  will  prob- 
ably be  such  as  to  enable  the  Department  to  form  an  Idea  as  to  the  probable 
utility  of  the  vessel  for  the  purpose  for  which  intended. 

Upon  the  completion  of  this  duty,  direct  the  board  to  retuni  to  Washington. 
D.  C.,  and  resume  present  duties. 

Submit  these  orders  to  the  Depjirtment  for  approval. 
Respectfully, 

CuAS.  H.  Dabling, 

Acting  Secretary. 
The  Pbesident  Boabd  of  Inspection  \nd  Subvey. 

70'J  ticrrntecnih  street.  Washington,  D.  C, 


(17.) 

BOARl>   OF    INSPKCTION    AND    SURVEY. 

Washington.  D.  C.  Frhniary  2,  190.^. 

Sib:  1.  In  accordance  with  tbe  Deiiartment's  order  of  January  19,  1903,  copy 
of  which  is  appended  hereto,  for  the  examination  of  the  Lake  submarine  boat 
Protector,  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  the  board  has  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

2.  The  board  met  at  9.30  a.  m.  on  .January  27,  1903,  on  board  the  Proteetor, 
at   Bridgeport.    Conn.     Present,    all   the  members   except   Commander    W.   C. 
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Cowles,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  was  detained  by  a  late  train,  but  who  reiwrted  at 
10^  a.  m.  of  the  same  day.  The  board  made  a  thorough  Inspection  of  the 
boat  and  her  machinery  during  the  forenoon. 

3.  Mr.  T^ke  and  other  representatives  of  the  company  by  whom  the  Protector 
has  been  bnllt  were  present  during  the  board's  examination  of  the  vessel,  and 
from  their  statements  It  appears  that  the  Protector  has  been  built  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  under  the  following  gCTieral  conditions: 

First.  In  the  light  condition,  without  water  In  the  ballast  tanks,  for  runs  on 
the  surface  of  the  water.  When  opt^rating  in  this  condition  the  boat  can  be 
j»ropelled  by  two  gasoline  engines  operating  the  twin  screws,  by  two  electric 
motors  driven  by  a  storage  batterj',  or  by  the  gasoline  engines  and  electric 
m<»tors  acting  together.  Runs  made  with  the  vessel  in  this  condition  are  desig- 
hated  In  this  report  as  "  surface  "  runs. 

Second.  The  boat  is  designed  to  be  operated  in  an  '*  awash  "  condition,  with 
only  a  small  part  of  the  conning  tower  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  it  is 
claimed  that  In  this  condition  the  boat  can  be  operated  under  either  gasoline 
engines  or  electric  motors,  or  a  combination  of  the  two. 

Third.  The  boat  is  designed  to  operate  as  a  submarine  boat  proper,  navi- 
jratlng  at  a  practically  uniform  distance  bolow  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
'^an  then  he  propelled  only  by  her  electric  motors. 

Fourth.  The  boat  is  finally  designed  to  l)e  operated  upon  the  bottom  of  the 
she*»t  of  water  that  she  Is  navigating,  the  vessel  in  this  condition  being  guided 
by  two  cast-iron  wheels  located  in  tandem,  one  under  the  forward  and  one  un- 
der the  after  part  of  the  hull,  these  wheels  traveling  on  the  bottom.  The  pro- 
pelling force  in  this  condition  is  fumishell  by  the  twin  screws,  which  are  driven 
by  the  electric  motors;  no  propulsive  power  is  transmitted  through  the  axles  of 
the  wheels  themselves,  which  act  as  a  guide  for  direction  only. 

4.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  vessel  itself  and  from  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Lake  and  other  representatives  of  the  company  the  board  finds  as 
follows  in  jastlfication  of  the  above  claim : 

GZNEBAL    CONSTRUCTION    AND    EQUIPMENT. 

The  hull  pror)er  of  the  Protector  Is  built  in  the  form  of  a  spindle  of  circular 
section,  having  above  its  upper  part  a  su|)erstructure  with  a  fiat  deck,  above 
which  a  conning  tower,  with  lookout  for  the  steersman,  is  located.  The  gen- 
eral dimensions  of  the  boat  are  as  follows : 

Length  over  all feet__     65 

Breadth  of  beam do___     11 

Disiilacement,  light,  when  In  condition  for  surface  run,  estimated 

to  be ton8__  1.30 

IMspIacement  of  the  boat  when  totally  Immersed do 171.5 

r».  In  the  forward  portion  of  the  vessel  Is  a  water-tight  compartment  designed 
to  [#»rmlt  a  diver  to  leave  the  vessel  when  she  is  resting  on  the  bottom.  Imme- 
diately abaft  this  compartment  Is  an  air  lock,  fitted  with  water-tight  doors,  de- 
Hiened  to  furnish  a  means  of  passing  frf>m  the  forward  compartment  (within 
whi<>h  the  air  pressure  must  at  time  be  equal  to  that  corresponding  to  the  depth 
"f  water  in  which  the  vessel  is  lying)  to  the  other  interior  parts  of  the  boat, 
within  which  it  is  designed  to  maintain  the  air  pressure  at  as  near  that  of  the 
atmosfihere  as  practicable. 

<^.  Immediately  abaft  the  air  lock  is  the  principal  living  compartment  of  the 
l»"at,  within  which  sixty-  storage-battery  cells  are  placed,  and  along  the  sides 
♦•f  which  folding  bunks  are  provided  for  the  crew.  Abaft  this  space  is  the 
251 1  ley. 

7.  The  remaining  after  part  of  the  vessel  is  taken  up  with  the  gasoline  en- 
•-'ines,  electric  motors,  and  appurtenances  for  the  same,  together  with  the  neces- 
'^iry  pumps  and  auxiliaries.  At  the  extreme  after  part  of  the  vessel,  between 
the  shafts  of  the  twin  screws,  are  two  sets  of  rudders,  the  first  a  single  rudder 
wUh  a  vertical  axis  for  steering  the  boat  laterally,  which  is  controlled  by  a 
quadrant  and  wire  rope  transmission  leading  to  a  hand-power  steering  wheel 
l<v«ted  in  the  conning  tower,  and  a  second  pair  of  rudders  with  a  horizontal 
axis  which  can  be  set  to  any  fixed  angle  desired,  but  which  are  not  designed  for 
adjustment  dnring  the  running  of  the  boat. 

^.  In  tlie  bottom  of  the  boat,  throughout  her  length,  are  a  number  of  ballast 
and  trimming  tanks,  designed  to  give  the  desired  trim  and  ballast  to  the  vessel 
when  navigating  In  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  conditions  described  above — 
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i.  e.,  "awash/*  "submerged,"  or  "running  on  the  bottom."    There  is  also  a 
lead  keel,  which  serves  as  ballast  and  may  be  detached  in  an  emergency. 

9.  In  addition  to  the  two  cast-Iron  wheels  or  rollers,  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  as  affording  a  means  of  guiding  the  boat  while  navigating  ou  tbe 
bottom,  and  which  are  carried  by  levers  operated  by  power,  there  are  two  anchor 
weights,  one  forward  and  one  aft,  which  are  designed  to  hold  the  vessel  in  a 
position  of  rest  at  any  intermediate  point  between  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
the  bottom.  These  anchor  weights  are  raised  by  wire  cables,  which  are  operated 
by  two  electric  motors. 

10.  At  the  upiwr  edge  of  the  superstructure  on  either  side  of  the  vessel  are 
two  horizontal  rudders,  pivoted  about  their  centers,  and  which  are  designated 
as  "  hydroplanes,"  and  are  intended  to  carry  the  boat  below  the  surface.  They 
are  oi)erated  by  hand  power,  but  it  was  stated  by  a  representative  of  the  vtnu- 
pany  tliat  an  automatic  device  for  controlling  them  in  such  a  munuer  as  to 
maintain  the  vessel  at  a  practically  constant  depth  when  navigating  below  the 
surface  of  the  water  would  be  installed  later. 

11.  The  Board  examined  the  general  construction  of  the  boat  and  found  the 
scantlings  of  framing  and  plating  in  general  substantial,  in  so  far  as  a  pre- 
liminary examination  of  the  vessel  in  her  present  condition  permitted  an  opinion 
to  be  formed.  In  the  matter  of  workmanship,  however,  there  were  many  points 
in  which  a  close  fit  did  not  exist  between  the  flanges  of  the  angle  irons  forming 
the  frames  and  the  liners  or  the  outside  plating.  It  was  also  stilted  by  the 
builders  that  the  large  bow  and  stern  t^astlugs  forming  the  crt])8  which  termi- 
nate the  hull  were  made  of  malleable  ca^t  iron.  The  Board  tloes  not  cousld».»r 
that  the  construction  of  the  hnll  is  tvf  as  hi.:;h  a  grade  of  workmanship  aiul 
materia]  as  if  it  had  been  built  under  Gt)vernment  insiiection,  although,  prob- 
ably, it  is  satisfactory  for  experimental  purposes. 

12.  It  was  stated  by  the  representatives  of  flu*  company  that  the  followi»i;c 
tests  had  been  made  while  the  voHsel  was  under  construction : 

"Ballnst  tanks  within  the  cylindrical  hull  were  testetl  and  made  tight  up  to 
a  pressure  of  1."»  pounds  to  the  scpiare  Inch,  with  the  excej^tion  of  the  main  bal- 
last tank,  which  was  tested  up  t<i  a  pressure  of  78  i)ounds  to  the  square  inch. 

**  The  capacity  of  the  high  pressure  air  flasks  is  25  cubic  feet,  and  they  were 
testwl  by  the  manufacturers  hi  (»erniany  to  4,0()0  imunds  per  square  inch,  the 
maxlnnini  working  pressure  of  these  flasks  being  2,000  imunds  per  squai*e  inch. 
Air  flasks  having  a  capacity  of  12  cubic  ftH't  and  designed  for  a  working  pres- 
sure of  (M)  pounds  to  the  sqnare  inch  are  provided  for  an  auxiliary  air  service. 

"The  storage  battery  cells  have  receivwl  no  regular  test  since  their  installa- 
tion in  tl'.e  vessel,  but  the  plates  of  which  the  battery  is  conii)ose*l  are  said  t> 
have  been  testtnl  by  the  manufacturers,  the  Gould  Storage  Battery  Company,  of 
Depew,  N.  Y.,  the  cells  being  <liscliarj:<Hl  through  a  water  rheostat. 


Time  of 
iliM'harKt' 


I 

Capacity. 


Electric 

horso- 
iu>\ver. 


Hourtt.     ,  Amperes. 

Hi  r.fi(i    1  8'...')    I 

8i     I  L'SO  42.,")     I 

__] J 

"The  electric  horse]»oweis  ^'Ivcn  in  the  above  table  were  statcnl  to  have  bocii 
calculated  from  an  estimated  averagt*  voltage  per  cell  of  1.90,  and  not  from  the 
actual  curve  of  fall  of  volta.u^e  obtained  durinj:  these  tests.  It  was  stated  that 
such  a  record  had  been  kept  and  would  be  forwanUnl  to  the  Board  through  the 
Lake  Snhinarine  r.<»:it  ('oiniiaiiy." 

•  ]:{.  There  are  tliiec  tniiedo  tnltcs  iiisr.iilrd  (ni  the  vessel,  two  In  the  bow,  a!id 
one  in  the  stern,  but  they  are  so  arraniLred  that  in  order  to  place  a  tt)rpeilo  in 
any  tube,  it  is  necessary  to  trim  tlu'  bent  s<.  as  to  brin.i:  the  end  of  the  tube  out 
of  the  water,  and  then  introduce  the  t<>rMMlo  into  tlu»  tube  from  the  outside. 
This  arrangement  Is  considered  hy  the  B^ard  to  lu'  very  undesirable.  There 
apiH'artMl  to  be  no  arr5ni;:einents  for  carryin.i:  sjian*  torpe<l<K»s. 

MACHINKRY. 

14.  The  gasoline  eu;:ines  were  built  by  White  &  Middleton,  of  Baltimore,  and 
are  of  excellent  worknianshii)  and  desiirn.  There  are  four  cylinders  for  each 
engine.  The  induction  valves  are  (U>erated  by  an  auxiliary  shaft  which  receives 
its  motion   through  gearing  from  the  main   shaft.     The  eduction  valves  are 
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operated  by  a  coiTe8[)ODdiiii;  auxiliary  Bhaft  placed  on  the  outboard  aide  of  the 
enicine.     The  dtsUuctive  features  of  the  engines  are  as  follows: 

(a)  Either  the  igniter  of  each  engine,  the  Finall  pump  for  supplying  pisoHue, 
or  a  valve  stem  c*an  Ik»  Instantly  tlirowu  out  or  Into  oi)erntlon. 

ib)  On  each  engine  is  a  device  whereby  It  can  be  quickly  shown  whether  or 
not  regularity  of  explosion  Is  being  effected. 

(r)  A  positive  nttaclmient  has  been  fitted  to  each  engine  whereby  the  engine 
can  be  started,  in  case  the  electric  motor  is  inoperative,  by  the  explosion  of  a 
■mall  cartridge.  This  is  an  lm])ortant  feature,  since  it  might  require  any 
length  of  time  to  start  the  gasoline  engine  by  simply  Jacking  them  over  and 
expecting  the  igniter  of  at  least  one  cylinder  to  operate  during  a  complete 
revolution. 

(d)  It  is  claimed  that  a  special  attachment  has  been  fitted  whereby  any 
gases  escaping  through  the  relief  valves  do  not  imss  Into  the  bilge,  but  are 
drawn  Into  the  induction  pipe.  The  ettlciency  of  this  arrangement  could  not 
be  tested,  but  should  be  s))eclally  inquired  into  during  the  ofi[icial  tests  of  the 
boat. 

15.  The  propellers  have  adjustable  blades,  thus  permitting  each  screw  to  be 
worked  right  or  left  handed.  This  arrangement  permits  the  gasoline  engines 
to  be  nsed  for  go-ahead  or  backing  pur]>oses.  On  account  of  the  rudder  being 
disabled  on  the  day  that  the  board  of  inBi>ection  and  survey  examined  the 
Protector^  it  was  not  possible  to  use  the  engine  for  backing  puriK)ses,  since  it 
was  feared  that  disablement  of  the  blades  would  result.  The  pitch  of  the 
blades  of  tlie  propellers  was  sufliciently  altered,  however,  during  the  surface 
run  to  canse  both  engines  to  develop  the  same  horseiwwer.  As  each  motor  was 
connected  with  each  gasoline  engine  during  the  last  half  of  the  surface  run,  an 
inspection  of  the  electric  meters  showeti  that  practically  the  same  work  was 
being  done  by  each  engine  after  the  pitch  of  the  proi)ellers  had  been  changed. 

16.  The  clutches  for  connecting  the  motors  to  the  propeller  shaft,  as  well  as 
the  clutches  for  operating  the  gasoline  engines,  wvto  thrown  in  and  out  of  gear 
repeatedly,  and  apparently  worked  satisfactorily.  The  movement  of  these 
clutches,  however.  Is  very  small,  and  as  the  clutches  are  not  of  commercial 
size,  care  will  have  to  be  exercised  to  keep  siiare  ones  in  stock. 

17.  The  main  auxiliaries  practically  consist  of  a  complete  drainage  system, 
with  the  necessary  pumps  for  clearing  the  compartments.  These  centrifugal 
pumps  are  oi>erated  through  gearing  by  the  gasoline  engines.  By  throwing  out 
the  main  clutch  the  pump  could  b*?  operated  at  a  very  high  si)eed.  During  the 
surface  run  two  of  the  forward  compartments  were  tilled  with  water  and 
afterwards  piim|)ed  out.  By  running  the  water  through  the  manifolds  It  re- 
quired one  minute  and  twenty  seconds  to  fill  No.  H  compartment  and  one 
minute  and  forty-six  seconds  to  fill  Xo.  4.  These  times,  however,  can  not  be 
considered  authoritative.  The  engines  had  only  Ihhmi  operated  a  few  minutes 
In  draining  the  c<mipartments  that  were  fill<Mi  when  It  was  reiwrted  that  they 
were  emi^ty. 

IS.  The  arrangement  of  manifolds  was  most  compact  and  accessible.  It 
was  noticeable,  however,  that  the  valves  were  not  marked,  nor  were  there  any 
suitably  engraved  plates  on  valve  bonnets  or  bulkheads  showing  the  puriM)se 
for  wbicb  the  valves  were  intended. 

19.  Both  In  the  conning  tower  and  the  engine  room  were  numerous  gauges 
and  instruments  for  effecting  special  objects  and  for  noting  particular  con- 
ditions. Whether  or  not  these  will  prove  reliable  Instruments  of  precision  can 
only  be  determined  by  actual  tests. 

20.  At  the  time  of  the  inspection  by  the  board  the  boat  was  not  completwl 
so  that  she  could  be  operated  either  awash,  or"  as  a  submarine  boat  proi)or 
navigating  below  the  surface,  or  on  the  bottom.  She  was,  however,  snmcicntly 
complete  to  navigate  on  the  surface  of  the  water  proi)elIed  by  her  two  gasolirio 
engines,  which  were  assisted  for  a  portion  of  the  run  by  tlu»  tw^o  electric  motors 
which  are  iirovlde<l  for  propelling  the  boat  when  entir(»ly  submergcHl. 

21-  At  2.40  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  instant,  the  boat  was  taken  from 
her  moorings  in  tow  of  a  tug  and  towed  to  the  outer  harbor.  There  were  no 
draft  figures  by  which  the  exact  draft  could  be  read,  but  it  was  statinl  that 
the  approximate  draft  was  11  feet.     Compasses  were  not  adjusted.  * 

22.  The  gasoline  engines  were  worke<l  five  or  ten  minutes  while  the  boat 
was  being  towed  out  of  harbor.  This  was  probably  done  to  sei»  that  everything 
was  in  good  working  order.  They  were  also  oiwrated  for  about  fifty  minutes 
in  propelling  the  boat. 
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23.  As  it  Is  possible  in  the  Protector  to  propel  the  vessel  either  by  the  gaso- 
line engine  or  the  electric  motor,  or  by  connecting  both  motor  and  engine 
through  clutches,  the  propeller  was  worked  for  about  thirty  minutes  in  the  lat- 
ter condition — that  is,  both  gasoline  engine  and  electric  motor  being  used  for 
propulsive  purposes. 

24.  When  the  gasoline  engine  only  was  in  use  the  forward  port  cylinder  was 
practically  out  of  use,  some  oil  having  gotten  on  the  igniter  attachment  Tbe 
average  revolutions  when  working  with  the  gasoline  engine  was  probably  290- 
When  both  the  gasoline  and  motor  were  used  on  the  propeller  shaft  tlie 
revolutions  probably  reached  360. 

25.  As  there  was  no  counter  attachment  to  either  engine 'it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  get  the  exact  number  of  revolutions. 

26.  With  the  exception  of  the  time  when  the  forward  cylinder  of  the  port 
engine  was  doing  very  little  work,  everything  worked  well.  There  was  ao 
heating  of  parts.  There  was  considerable  click,  however,  to  the  working  of 
the  various  induction  and  eduction  valves  and  to  the  gearing  that  transmitted 
the  motion  from  the  propeller  to  the  valve  rock  shafts.  It  might  be  inci- 
dentally stated  that  the  current  for  the  igniter  of  these  engines  is  derived 
from  a  magneto  which  is  operated  by  belting  from  the  main  shaft. 

27.  The  motors  were  started  in  a  few  seconds,  and  in  an  inappreciably  short 
time  the  clutch  between  the  motor  and  gasoline  engine  connected. 

28.  Two  men  are  required  to  operate  the  engine,  one  to  throw  in  the  electric 
switch  and  the  other  to  look  out  for  the  shaft  clutches.  In  case  of  emergency, 
of  course  one  man  might  perform  all  oi>eratlons,  but  serious  accident  would 
inevitably  result  if  such  action  were  repeatedly  attempted. 

29.  The  engines  came  to  a  stop  at  one  time,  due  to  the  fact  that  only  the 
gasoline  reservoir  in  the  engine  room  had  been  filled,  and  that  the  communi- 
cating valve  between  the  engine  and  reservoir  and  the  tank  in  the  super- 
structure was  closed. 

30.  There  was  practically  no  satisfactory  way  in  which  the  man  In  charge, 
stationed  In  the  conning  tower,  could  communicate  his  orders  to  those  in  the 
engine  room.  There  was  no  clear  understanding  as  to  bell  signals.  It  would 
seem  as  If  some  simple  form  of  annunciator  should.be  installed. 

31.  As  It  was  noticed,  both  from  the  sound  and  from  touch,  as  well  as  by 
the  electric  motors,  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  run  the  port  engine  was 
doing  the  greater  part  of  the  work,  the  pitch  of  the  propeller  blades  was 
altered  so  that  tmlform  work  could  be  secured  from  both  sets  of  engines.  It 
was  therefore  apparent,  when  starting  out,  that  the  blades  of  the  propellers 
of  the  two  engines  had  not  been  set  with  the  same  pitch. 

32.  The  gasoline  engines  are  well  and  substantially  built  and  there  was 
apparently  no  appreciable  vibration.  The  number  of  revolutions,  however, 
secured,  was  not  as  high  as  that  for  which  the  engines  were  designed,  and 
which  It  Is  expected  they  will  make. 

33.  All  the  auxiliary  valves  in  the  engine  room  are  accessible  for  examina- 
tion. None  of  them  were  marked,  and  It  would  seem  necessary  that  such 
valves  ought  to  be  marked  on  the  rim  of  the  operating  wheels,  or  that  brass 
plates,  suitably  marked,  be  placed  on  the  bulkheads  or  on  the  valve  chamber 
bonnets,  po  that  everj^one  In  the  boat  could  quickly  familiarize  themselves  with 
their  location. 

34.  Two  of  the  forward  ballast  tanks  were  filled  through  the  manifold.  It 
required  one  minute  and  twenty-six  seconds  to  fill  No.  4  tank  and  one  minute 
and  forty  seconds  to  fill  No.  3  tank.  Both  ballast  tanks  were  pumped  out  by 
the  centrifugal  pump,  which  is  connected  by  gearing  to  the  main  shaft 

35.  Apparently  when  underway  the  conditions  as  to  ventilation  were  much 
better  than  when  lying  at  the  dock.  There  was  an  odor  of  gasoline  perceptible 
at  all  times,  but  the  inrush  of  air  down  the  various  hatches  was  quite  strong. 

3G.  The  electric  plant  was  operated  by  experts  from  the  Gould  Ck)mpany, 
of  Depew,  N.  Y.  The  gasoline  engines  and  auxiliaries  were  operated  by  one 
of  the  crew  and  by  a  representative  of  the  Middleton  Engine  Ck>mpany,  of 
Baltimore,  who  constructed  the  engines. 

37.  There  were  13  persons  on  the  boat  during  the  surface  run.  Six  persons 
briskly  walked  from  bow  to  stem,  and  from  side  to  side,  to  note  whether  this 
weight  would  affect  the  craft.  It  apparently  had  no  influence  upon  the  trim 
of  the  boat. 

38.  As  far  as  could  be  observed  there  was  no  leakage  of  any  kind  from  any 
of  the  Joints.  Apparently  exceptional  care  had  been  taken  as  regards  in- 
stalling every  electric  and  mechanical  appliance  in  the  engine  room. 
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39.  The  run  from  Penfleld  Shoal  Itght-house  to  Bridgeport  light-house  was 
made  in  twenty-six  minutes,  the  vessel  being  under  gasoline  engines  and 
motors.    This  gives  a  speed  of  about  8  knots  per  hour. 

STABILITY. 

40.  During  the  run  In  the  surface  condition  just  described  the  stability  of 
the  boat»  when  observed  in  smooth  water,  appeared  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 
In  this  condition  the  large  flat-decked  superstructure  must  give  a  very  con- 
siderable initial  stability,  but  probably  a  short  range,  as  the  edge  of  the  deck 
is  near  the  water;  but  no  information  could  be  obtained  from  her  builders  as 
to  the  metacentric  height  or  stability  curves  in  this  condition.  The  only  in- 
formation that  could  be  obtained  as  to  the  stability  of  the  vessel  in  any  con- 
dition was  a  statement  by  the  company^s  officers  that  when  the  boat  was 
entirely  Immersed  in  the  diving  condition  the  vertical  distance  between  the 
positions  of  the  center  of  gravity  and  the  center  of  buoyancy  in  this  condition 
would  be  5  inches.    This  amount  is  believed  to  be  dangerously  small. 

H  \r.lTABlIJTY. 

41.  The  habitability  of  the  boat,  in  so  far  as  developed  by  the  condition  of 
surface  running,  api^eartd  to  be  satisfactory;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  testa 

^of  the  boat  In  other  than  the  surface  condition  no  opinion  can  properly  be 
expressed  as  to  the  ventilation  of  the  l»ont  when  operated  below  the  surface. 

ADAPTABIUTY    OF   TUE   EOAT  FOB   THE    PUBP08E   OF   OFFENSE    AND   DEFENSE.    MINING, 

AND   COUNTERMINING. 

42.  In  Its  present  condition,  and  In  the  absence  of  any  tests  other  than  the 
surface  ran  described  above,  the  board  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
claims  made  by  the  company's  representatives  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Pro- 
tector under  the  conditions  described  as  **  awash,"  *'  submerged,"  or  **  running 
on  the  bottom,"  appear  to  rest  chiefly  on  the  performances  of  a  small  l)oat 
previously  built  by  this  company  and  known  as  the  Argonaut.  The  latter 
vessel  Is  said  to  have  l)een  successfully  operated  on  the  bottom  by  means  of  a 
gasoline  engine  which  discharged  through  a  pli)e,  the  upi)er  end  of  which  was 
connected  to  a  buoy  so  as  to  remain  at  all  times  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  It  does  not  appear  that  at  any  time  the  Argonaut  was  operated  as  a  sub- 
marine boat  proper,  navigating  at  a  constant  distance  below  the  surface.  The 
board  does  not  consider,  therefore,  that  the  ability  of  the  Protector  to  navigate 
imccessfully  in  the  "  submerged "  condition  rests  on  any  more  substantial 
foundation  than  the  expectations  and  hoiK?s  of  her  builders. 

43.  The  design  of  a  vessel  of  this  character  is  essentially  exi)erlmental.  Its 
snccesB  depends  upon  repeated  and  carefully  conducted  trials,  by  means  of 
which  the  design  and  proportion  of  the  various  parts  of  the  boat  are  perfected. 
The  I^ke  submarine  boat  Protector  in  its  present  condition  does  not  appear 
to  have  passed  through  any  such  system  of  development,  and  its  present  value 
as  a  submarine  boat  for  naval  use  for  the  purpose  of  olTense  and  defense, 
mining  and  coantermlning  is  only  that  of  an  untried  and  undeveloped  design. 

4.  Regarding  the  feature  of  propulsion  while  resting  upon  wheels  upon  the 
bottom,  the  board  does  not  consider  that  this  feature  by  itself  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  give  the  boat  any  great  value  as  a  naval  weapon  unless  it  Is  asso- 
ciated with  the  ability  of  the  vessel  to  be  properly  handled  as  a  submarine  boat 
navigating  at  an  approximately  constant  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 
In  the  absence  of  any  tests  showing  the  Protector  can  be  so  operated,  the  board 
iB  of  the  opinion  that  It  will  be  necessary  to  carry  her  design  through  the  vari- 
ous stages  ot  development  of  all  similar  new  and  untried  designs  before  the 
utility  of  the  boat  for  the  purposes  of  offense  and  defense,  mining  and  counter- 
mlnhig  as  a  submarine  boat  for  naval  use  can  be  considered  to  possess  a  serious 
and  reliable  value. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  President. 
J.  J.  Woodward, 
Naval  Constructor,  U.  8.  Navy,  Member. 

W.    C.   CJOWLES, 

Commander,  V.  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Rreorder. 
John  R.  Edwards, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  Member. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
337»— PT  X— 08 6 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Department  of  the  Xavv,  Bureau  of  Navioation, 

February  11,  190S. 
Resiiect fully  fonvarded  to  the  Department. 

Wm.  S.  Oowles, 
Acting  Chief  of  Bureau, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  February  13,  190Si 
Re8i)ectfully  referretl  to  the  Board  on  Constrnctlon  for  ooninieiit  and  recom- 
mendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 
[Third  indorsement.] 

.  Navy  Department,  Board  on  Construction, 

April  21,  1903, 
Re8i)ectfiilly  returned  to  the  Navy  Deimrtnient. 

The  members  of  the  Board  on  Ck)n8truction  have  read  the  within  report.  No 
action  is  apparently  called  for.  as  none  Is  necessary,  the  boat  l)elng  private 
I)POijerty  and  Is  In  the  hands  of  the  builders,  who,  it  Is  presumed,  will  perfect 
her  and  in  due  time  submit  her  for  trial. 

Charles  O'N'eil, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  President  of  Board, 
Geo.   W.    Melville, 
Engineer  in  Chief,  U.  K.  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  Member, 
R.  B.  Bradford, 
Chirf  of  liureau  of  Equipment,  Member, 
F.  T.  Bowles, 
Chief  Constructor,  U.  8,  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Conslrnelion  and  Repair,  Member. 


Chief  Intelligence  Officer,  Member, 


(18.) 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  February  1\,  1903, 
Sir:  If  the  board  of  lnsi)ectlon  and  survey,  which  recently  visited  Bridge- 
port for  the  puri)ose  of  making  a  preliminary  examination  of  our  subtuariue 
tori3edo  boat  Protector,  have  made  a  reiwrt  on  same,  we  would  aiipreciate 
a  copy  of  same  if  consistent  with  Dei>artment  regulations. 
Yours,  very  truly. 

The    Lake   Torpedo    Boat    Company, 
A.  M.  Dean. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


(10.) 


The  I>ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn,,  May  H,  1903, 

Sir  :  As  The  I^ke  Tori)edo  Boat  Comimny  intend  within  a  short  time  to  re- 
quest the  Navy  Dejiartment  to  aprwint  a  board  to  report  upon  the  adaptability 
of  their  tyi)e  of  boat  for  naval  needs,  and  as  one  of  the  requirements  for  sub- 
marine tori>edo  boats  Is  the  ability  to  fire  toriHKloes,  we  request  tliat  an  officer 
be  assigned  from  the  Xavy  for  dutj'  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  tho 
torr»edo  outfit. 

As  the  toriKHlo  Is  a  military  weai^on,  the  knowledge  of  Its  oi)eratlon  Is  pre- 
sumed not  to  be  possessed  by. any  but  naval  officers.  It  can  hardly  be  expected 
any  expert  of  this  company  should  be  on  an  equality  with  an  expert  of  the 
Navy  in  oi)eratlng  this  api)llance. 

It  must  be  unnecessary  to  remind  the  Xavy  Dei)artment  that  all  officers  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  care  and  responsibility  of  0];)erating  dirigible  torpedoes 
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are  especially  trained  at  the  Torpedo  School.  It  would  be  manifestly  unfair 
to  this  company,  which  expects  to  conduct  comparative  or  competitive  tests  with 
the  Holland  tyi>e  of  boat,  to  permit  our  rivals  to  have  the  services  of  torpedo 
experts  and  not  accord  us  the  same  privilege. 

The  crew  of  the  Protector  are  perfectly  competent  to  enter  and  point  the 
torpedo,  but  it  is  the  adjusting  of  the  delicate  mechanism  of  this  appliance  that 
should  be  intrusted  only  to  one  who  has  taken  the  course  at  the  Torpedo  School 
or  who  has  had  practical  experience  in  firing  torpedoes,  either  from  a  cruiser 
or  a  torpedo  boat.  However  accurately  a  torpedo  may  be  pointed,  unless  it  is 
properly  adjusted  it  might  sink  to  the  bottom  if  all  the  adjustments  were  not 
properly  made,  and  any  such  defect  could  not  be  charg^ble  against  the  boat. 

The  Department  should  also  be  reminded  of  the  fact  that  possibly  in  transit 
or  in  handling  there  might  be  a  slight  disturbance  of  the  mechanism  sufficient 
to  Interfere  with  its  working. 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  CJompany  therefore  request  that  during  the  present 
month  an  officer  be  ordered  to  this  duty,  and  preferably  a  volunteer,  for  this 
company  understands  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Departmmit  at  the  present 
time  to  OKler  other  than  volunteers  to  such  duty. 

This  company  also  believe  that  it  is  Justly  entitled  to  have  an  officer  detailed 
for  duty  in  coimection  with  the  torpedo  outfit  who  believes  in  the  principles  of 
constrnctlon  of  the  craft,  and  it  therefore  requests  that  Lieut.  John  Halligan,  Jr., 
be  assigned  to  this  duty,  the  company  understanding  that  this  officer  will  volun- 
teer for  the  duty. 

During  the  official  trial  of  the  Florida,  which  took  place  off  this  harbor^ 
IJeiitenant  Halligan  inspected  the  Protector;  therefore,  by  both  observation  and 
study  has  a  good  general  knowledge  of  the  principles  governing  the  construction 
of  this  boat  and  fully  appreciates  any  risks  that  may  be  taken  in  connection 
with  the  duty. 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)mpany  would  like  to  be  informed  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  if  the  Navy  Department  will  detail  an  officer  who  will  volunteer 
for  the  duty. 

The  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  know  of  other  officers  in  the  service  who 
will  volunteer  for  service  in  connection  with  the  craft ;  and  as  the  boat  is  built 
on  entirely  different  principles  from  that  of  any  rival  boat,  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment would  only  be  l)enefited  by  making  this  assignment. 
Yours,  very  truly. 

The  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
By  Simon  Lake,  Prrmlcnt. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  Majf  16,  t90S, 
The  Ijike  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  request,  as  they  Intend 
within  a  short  time  to  ask  the  Navy  Department  to  appoint  a  board  to  report 
npon  the  adaptability  of  their  type  of  boat  for  naval  needs,  and  as  one  of  the 
requirements  of  submarine  torpedo  boats  is  the  ability  to  fire  torpedoes  that  an 
officer  be  assigned  from  the  Navy  for  duty  in  connection  with  the  operation  of 
the  toriHHlo  outfit. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Bureaus  of  Ordnance  and  Navigation  for  report 
and  reconimoiidntion. 

Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 
[Second  Indorsement.] 

Bureau  of  Ordnance.  Map  20,  190S. 
Uesjiectfully  returned  to  the  Department  via  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 
Ttie  detail  of  Lieut.  John  Halligan,  Jr.,  for  duty  on  board  the  Protector  as  a 
reiirej^entntive   of  the  Navy  Department  would  be  very   satisfactory  to  this 
Bureau. 

Lieutenant  Halligan's  experience  in  the  command  of  torpedo  boats  and  in  the 
handling  of  torpedoes  fit  him  for  this  assignment,  and  the  Bureau  understands 
that  Lieutenant  Halligan  is  willing  to  volunteer  for  this  duty. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  if  this  assignment  can  be  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged. Lieutenant  Halligan  be  detailed  to  represent  the  Navy  Department  on 
board  the  Protector  as  herein  requested. 

Charles  0*Neil, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
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(20.) 

Navy  Department. 
Washington,  July  J,  iOOS. 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  In  command  of  tlie  U.  S.  torpedo 
boat  destroyer  Rodgers  with  the  torpedo  boat  flotilla  in  reserve  at  the  navy -yard. 
Norfolk,  Va..  and  from  snch  other  duty  as  may  hare  been  assigned  you,  and 
will  proceed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  for  si)ecial  temporary  duty  In  connection 
with  the  operation  of  torpedoes  on  the  boats  building  by  the  I^ke  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  at  that  place. 

This  employment  on  shore  duty  Is  required  by  the  pnbllc  Interests. 
Respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Hccreiary. 
Lieut.  John  Hai.lic.an,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Torpedo  Boat  Destroyer  Rodgers, 

Nary-Yard,  Norfolk,  Va, 


(21.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn,,  June  1,  lOOS. 

Sir:  In  nccordanee  with  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  :}0,  1901,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
lyiarch  3,  1003,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  would  respectfully  ask  for 
competitive  tests  between  its  submarine  boat  Protector  with  any  Government 
subsurface  or  submarine  tori)edo  boat  that  is  in  commission,  reserve,  or  which 
has  undergone  an  official  test.  As  the  act  of  March  3  distinctly  provides  that 
prior  to  purchase  or  contract  for  boats  of  any  American  Inventor  such  in- 
ventor may,  after  giving  reasonable  notice,  have  his,  her,  or  its  submarine  or 
49ubsurface  boat  tested  by  comparison  or  competition,  or  both,  with  a  Govern- 
ment boat  or  any  private  competitor.  The  Lake  Tori^edo  Boat  Company 
would  further  request  that  the  competition  be  extended  to  any  other  parties 
who  may  wish  to  enter  the  field. 

As  the  Navy  Department  can  obtain  valuable  and  comparative  data  as  to  the 
relative  value  of  submarine  boats  of  different  types  by  arranging  such  com- 
petitive tests,  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  hopes  that  the  earliest  practl- 
<»1  day  can  be  set  for  such  trial. 

This  company  would  further  request  that  the  Department  first  outline  the 
work  that  is  desired  to  be  accomplished  by  a  submarine  whereby  the  worth 
of  such  type  of  naval  construction  could  be  definitely  ascertained  as  to  her 
ability  to  become  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  Navy  for  coast  and  harbor 
offensive  and  defensive  work. 

As  the  art  of  submarine  warfare  is  a  comparatively  new  science,  and  as  the 
Department  through  several  of  the  bureau  chiefs  has  substantially  stated  that 
the  Government  has  not  prescribed  but  rather  accepted  the  specifications  pre- 
pared by  tlie  builders  of  the  Adder  class  of  submarines,  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  which  has  made  a  very  extensive  study  of  the  subject  for  many 
years,  requests  that  its  experts.  In  connection  with  those  of  the  Holland  and 
•other  submarine  boat  companies,  confer  with  representatives  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment to  arrange  the  scope  and  character  of  the  submarine  boat  trials. 

In  this  connection  we  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  a 
•circular  issued  under  its  authority  under  date  of  April  7,  1803,  entitled 
"Circular  relating  to  submarine  boats."  In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
this  circular,  an  advertisement  was  inserted  In  many  of  the  leading  newspapers 
•of  the  United  States  calling  attention  to  the  subject,  and  requesting  comi>etitois 
to  enter  such  field  of  naval  construction.  This  advertisement  was  in  the  form 
qf  a  "  Notice  to  naval  architects,  engineers,  and  others,  concerning  designs 
and  construction  of  a  submarine  torpedo  b<»at  for  the  United  States  Navy,** 

According  to  this  circular  a  submarine  boat,  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  De- 
partment for  the  purposes  Intended,  should  possess  the  following  requirement'*. 
4stated  in  their  order  of  Importance: 

First.  Safety. 

Second.  Facility  and  certainty  of  action  when  submerged. 

Third.  Speed  when  running  on  the  surface. 

Fourth.  SiJeed  when  submerged. 

Fifth.  Endurance,  both  submerged  and  on  the  surface. 
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Sixth.  Offensive  iMiwer. 

Seventh.  Stability-. 

Eighth.  Vlsibllltj'  of  object  to  be  attacked. 

Ill  the  Department *8  official  circular  the  requirements  demanded  of  the 
nibuiarine  were  explained  in  detail,  and  the  inference,  if  not  the  statement, 
was  made  that  the  vessel  i)oa8e8sing  a  majority  of  these  features,  even  if  ladl- 
ing; in  ^me  of  the  requirements,  would  be  of  considerable  military  value. 

The  Lake  company  designed  and  built  its  boat  Protector  to  fill  the  require- 
rueats  siiecrifieil.  This  boat  not  only  represents  the  study  and  experiment  of 
tLe  iiast  twenty  years,  during  which  time  Mr.  Lake  has  built  three  sub- 
ma  riutw  previous  to  the  Protector,  one  of  which  has  done  considerable  sub- 
nier^red  work  off  the  Atlantic  coast.  As  the  Navy  Department  has  not  given 
auy  further  official  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  requirements  which  a  sub- 
mnrlne  boat  should  possess,  and  as  all  experts  recognize  the  fact  that  the  re- 
quirements demanded  in  1893  will  give  the  Navy  a  iwwerful  weapon  of  war, 
any  vessel  capable  of  fulfilling  the  above  requirements  would  be  of  great 
value  to  the  naval  service. 

A8  the  primary  object  of  a  submarine  boat  Is  for  coast  and  harbor  defense,  we 
wonld  suggest  that  the  trial  be  held  in  the  locality  that  would  likely  be  an 
object  of  rendezvous,  of  attack,  or  blockade  in  time  of  war.  As  such  trial 
bT  law  must  be  com];)etitlve,  we  further  request  that  some  table  or  programme 
bt'  prepared  giving  to  each  performance  or  accomplishment  a  certain  number 
of  points,  and  tliat  each  competitor  be  notified  at  the  earliest  possible  day 
aK  to  the  relative  value  which  the  Dejiartment  places  u]3on  the  several  re- 
qulrouents.  In  justice  to  any  company  which  possesses  a  submarine  boat,  tliat 
has  distinctive  features,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  such  company  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  show  the  advantages  of  such  distinctive  features  before  a 
9rtL\e  of  marks  as  to  the  value  of  the  several  requirements  is  agreed  upon. 

The  Lake  company,  therefore,  further  requests  that  the  Dei)artment  will 
(-oastitute  a  board  of  officers  at  the  earliest  practicable  day  to  make  cursory 
examinations  of  the  several  probable  competing  boats,  and  thus  note  whether 
any  of  the  distinctive  features  of  any  one  type  of  boat  should  be  incorporated 
as  general  requirements  of  the  Department  as  to  the  military  features  that 
•bonld  be  possessed  by  a  submarine  boat. 

Tbto  company  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  fact  that 
the  entire  burden  of  developing  our  type  of  submarine  torpedo  boat  construction 
has  heai  borne  by  private  individuals.  It  has  required  an  expenditure  of  over 
$300,000  to  develop  the  type  of  submarine  boat  as  exemplified  in  the  Protector. 
The  fact  should  be  further  noted  that  no  submarine>boat  company,  either  in 
America  or  E^nrope,  has  probably  ever  expended  such  a  large  amount  of  time 
and  money  in  developing  a  weapon  of  war  without  having  an  implied  or  tacit 
promise  that  under  certain  conditions,  or  when  certain  requirements  were  ful- 
filled, such  weapon  of  war  would  be  purchased  by  the  Government.  The  purpose 
and  spirit  of  the  act  of  March  3,  ld03,  authorizing  a  competitive  test,  was  un- 
doubtedly to  extend  the  field  of  competition  and  to  encourage  inventors  to  enter 
this  field  of  submarine-boat  construction. 

The  Lake  Company  has  not  attempted  to  seek  a  market  for  the  sale  of  the 
Protector  until  the  company  was  satisfied  that  it  had  succeeded  in  securing  an 
advance  in  this  type  of  construction.  As  a  result  of  study,  experiment,  and  ex- 
I)erieoce  the  company  has  developed  several  tyi)es  of  submarine  boats  whose 
<t«t  of  construction  will  vary  from  $50,000  to  $750,000  each.  The  Protector  rep- 
resents the  best  all-round  boat  for  naval  purjioses,  and  therefore  the  one  most 
soitable  for  the  Department  to  test  in  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  de- 
ripL  The  Protector  has  only  to  be  brought  into  competition  with  any  boat 
possessed  by  the  Government  to  convince  any  board  of  naval  experts  that  her 
<^mt  of  construction  represents  double  the  expenditure  of  that  required  in  the 
ballding  of  any  possessed  by  the  Government.  The  company  simply  states  this 
lact  to  show  the  Department  the  confidence  its  own  exiierts  have. in  the  worth 
of  the  design  for  naval  purposes. 

That  the  Lake  Company  has  given  extended  thought  to  the  submarine-boat 
question  ought  to  be  evidenced  by  the  success  which  has  been  secured  with  the 
commercial  submarine  boat  Argonaut,  a  boat  which  has  been  under  water  more 
hoars,  and  which  has  traveled  more  miles  In  a  submerged  condition,  than  any 

hoat  in  existence.     As  the  Lake  Company  considers  that  not  only  the  speed, 

submerged  and  awash,  tests  should  be  regarded  as  determining  factors,  but  also 

that  the  constructive  features,  whereby  actual  work  in  cutting  cables,  finding 

mines,  and  ability  to  remain  for  days  under  water,  are  factors  of  military  im- 


928  HEABINOS  ON   HOUSE  BESOLUTION  288. 

(20.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washinffton,  July  i,  190S. 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  torpedo 
boat  destroyer  Rodgers  with  the  torpedo  boat  flotilla  In  reserve  at  the  navy-yard. 
Norfolk,  Va.,  and  from  snch  other  dnty  as  may  hare  been  assigned  you,  and 
will  proceed  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  for  8])eclal  temporary  duty  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  torpedoes  on  the  boats  building  by  the  La  Ice  Torpecio 
Boat  Company  at  that  place. 
This  employment  on  shore  duty  Is  required  by  the  public  interests. 
Respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary. 
Lieut.  John  Hailioan,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Torpedo  Boat  Destropcr  Rodgcrn, 

Navy-Yard,  \orfolk,  Va. 


(21.) 


The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  June  1,  1003. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  servic*e 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  JiO,  IQOi,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  3,  1903,  the  Lake  Tori^edo  Boat  Company  would  respectfully  ask  for 
competitive  tests  between  its  submarine  boat  Protector  with  any  Government 
subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  that  is  in  commission,  reserve,  or  which 
has  undergone  an  official  test.  As  the  act  of  March  3  distinctly  provides  that 
prior  to  purchase  or  contract  for  boats  of  any  American  Inventor  such  in- 
ventor may,  after  giving  reasonable  notice,  have  his,  her,  or  Its  submarine  or 
49nbsurface  !)oat  tested  by  coraiiarlson  or  competition,  or  both,  with  a  Govern- 
ment boat  or  any  private  competitor.  The  Lake  Toriwdo  Boat  Company 
would  further  request  that  the  competition  be  extended  to  any  other  parties 
who  may  wish  to  enter  the  field. 

As  the  Navy  Dejmrtment  can  obtain  valuable  and  comparative  data  as  to  the 
relative  value  of  submarine  boats  of  different  types  by  arranging  such  com- 
petitive tests,  the  I-rfike  Torpedo  Boat  Company  hopes  that  the  earliest  practi- 
cal day  can  be  set  for  such  trial. 

This  company  would  further  request  that  the  Department  first  outline  the 
work  that  is  desired  to  be  accomplished  by  a  submarine  whereby  the  worth 
of  such  type  of  naval  construction  could  be  definitely  ascertained  as  to  her 
ability  to  become  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  Navy  for  coast  and  harbor 
offensive  and  defensive  work. 

As  the  art  of  submarine  warfare  is  a  comparatively  new  science,  and  as  the 
Department  through  several  of  the  bureau  chiefs  has  substantially  stated  that 
the  Government  has  not  prescribed  but  rather  accepted  the  specifications  pre- 
pared by  the  builders  of  the  Adder  class  of  submarines,  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  which  has  made  a  very  extensive  study  of  the  subject  for  many 
years,  requests  that  Its  experts,  In  connection  with  those  of  the  Holland  and 
•otiier  submarine  boat  companies,  confer  with  representatives  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment to  arrange  the  scope  and  character  of  the  submarine  boat  trials. 

In  this  connection  we  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  a 
•circular  issued  under  its  authority  under  date  of  April  7,  1803,  entitled 
"  Circular  relating  to  submarine  boats."  In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
this  circular,  an  advertisement  was  inserted  in  many  of  the  leading  newspai)ers 
of  the  United  States  calling  attention  to  the  subject,  and  requesting  competitors 
to  enter  such  field  of  naval  construction.  This  advertisement  was  in  the  form 
gf  a  **  Notice  to  naval  architects,  engineers,  and  others,  concerning  designs 
and  construction  of  a  submarine  torpedo  boat  for  the  United  States  Navy." 

According  to  this  circular  a  submarine  boat,  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  De- 
[lartment  for  the  puriK)ses  intended,  should  possess  the  following  requirements, 
•stated  in  their  order  of  Importance: 

First.  Safety. 

Second.  Facility  and  certainty  of  action  when  submerged. 

Third.  Speed  when  running  on  the  surface. 

Fourth.  Speed  when  submerged. 

Fifth.  Endurance,  both  submerged  and  on  the  surface. 
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Sixtb.  Offensive  power. 

Seventh.  Stability. 

Eighth.  Visibility  of  object  to  be  attaclied. 

In  the  Department's  official  circular  the  requirements  demanded  of  the 
Kobmarine  were  explained  In  detail,  and  the  Inference,  If  not  the  statement, 
was  made  that  the  vessel  possessing  a  majority  of  these  features,  even  If  ladl- 
ing In  eome  of  the  requirements,  would  be  of  considerable  military  value. 

The  Lake  company  designed  and  built  Its  boat  Protector  to  fill  the  require- 
meats  s|ie<:ifled.  Tills  boat  not  only  represents  the  study  and  experiment  of 
tlie  i)a8t  twenty  years,  during  which  time  Mr.  Lake  has  built  three  sub- 
uwriues  previous  to  the  Protector,  one  of  which  has  done  considerable  sqb- 
menred  work  off  the  Atlantic  coast.  As  the  Navy  Department  has  not  given 
any  further  official  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  requirements  which  a  sub- 
DDirine  boat  should  possess,  and  as  all  experts  recognize  the  fact  that  the  re- 
quirements demanded  In  1893  will  give  the  Navy  a  powerful  weapon  of  war, 
any  vessel  capable  of  fulfilling  the  above  requirements  would  be  of  great 
value  to  the  naval  service. 

As  the  primary  object  of  a  submarine  boat  Is  for  coast  and  harbor  defense,  we 
would  suggest  that  the  trial  be  held  In  the  locality  that  would  likely  be  an 
Inject  of  rendezvous,  of  attack,  or  blockade  in  time  of  war.  As  such  trial 
bj  law  must  be  competitive,  we  further  request  that  some  table  or  programme 
be*  prei)ared  giving  to  each  performance  or  accomplishment  a  certain  number 
of  points,  and  that  each  competitor  be  notified  at  the  earliest  possible  day 
as  to  the  relative  value  which  the  Department  places  upon  the  several  re- 
quirements. In  justice  to  any  company  which  possesses  a  submarine  boat,  that 
has  distinctive  features,  It  Is  but  reasonable  that  such  company  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  show  the  advantages  of  such  distinctive  features  before  a 
•rale  of  marks  as  to  the  value  of  the  several  requirements  Is  agreed  upon. 

The  I^ke  company,  therefore,  further  requests  that  the  Dei)ai*tment  will 
constitute  a  board  of  officers  at  the  earliest  practicable  day  to  make  cursory 
examinations  of  the  several  probable  competing  boats,  and  thus  note  whether 
any  of  the  distinctive  features  of  any  one  type  of  boat  should  be  Incorporated 
as  general  requirements  of  the  Department  as  to  the  military  features  that 
abonid  be  possessed  by  a  submarine  boat. 

ThlB  company  would  caU  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  fact  that 
the  entire  burden  of  developing  our  type  of  submarine  torpedo  boat  construction 
has  been  borne  by  private  Individuals.  It  has  required  an  expenditure  of  over 
$900,000  to  develop  the  type  of  submarine  boat  as  exemplified  In  the  Protector, 
The  fact  should  be  further  noted  that  no  submarine-boat  company,  either  In 
America  or  Europe,  has  probably  ever  expended  such  a  large  amount  of  time 
and  mcHiey  In  developing  a  weapon  of  war  without  having  an  Implied  or  tacit 
promise  that  under  certain  conditions,  or  when  certain  requirements  were  ful- 
filled, such  weapon  of  war  would  be  purchased  by  the  Government.  The  purpose 
and  spirit  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  authorlzhig  a  competitive  test,  was  un- 
doubtedly to  extend  the  field  of  competition  and  to  encourage  inventors  to  enter 
this  field  of  submarine-boat  construction. 

The  Lake  Ck>mpany  has  not  attempted  to  seek  a  market  for  the  sale  of  the 
Protector  until  the  company  was  satisfied  that  It  had  succeeded  In  securing  an 
advance  In  this  type  of  construction.  As  a  result  of  study,  experiment,  and  ex- 
perience the  company  has  developed  several  types  of  submarine  boats  whose 
cost  of  construction  will  vary  from  $50,000  to  $750,000  each.  The  Protector  rep- 
resents the  best  all-round  boat  for  naval  purposes,  and  therefore  the  one  most 
suitable  for  the  Department  to  test  In  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  de- 
sign. The  Protector  has  only  to  be  brought  into  competition  with  any  boat 
possessed  by  the  Government  to  convince  any  board  of  naval  experts  that  her 
cost  of  construction  represents  double  the  expenditure  of  that  required  In  the 
building  of  any  possessed  by  the  Government.  The  company  simply  states  this 
fiict  to  show  the  Dei)artment  the  confidence  Its  own  experts  have. in  the  worth 
of  the  design  for  naval  punK)ses. 

That  the  Lake  Ck)mpany  has  given  extended  thought  to  the  submarine-boat 
question  ought  to  be  evidenced  by  the  success  which  has  been  secured  with  the 
commercial  submarine  boat  Argonaut,  a  boat  which  has  been  under  water  more 
hours,  and  which  has  traveled  more  miles  In  a  submerged  condition,  than  any 
boat  In  existence.  As  the  Lake  Comi)any  considers  that  not  only  the  speed, 
submerged  and  awash,  tests  should  be  regarded  as  determining  factors,  but  also 
that  the  constructive  features,  whereby  actual  work  In  cutting  cables,  finding 
mines,  and  ability  to  remain  for  days  under  water,  are  factors  of  military  Im- 
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portance,  the  company  considers  that  the  constructive  features  of  the  several 
designs  of  boats  should  be  talcen  into  consideration  by  the  trial  board.  The 
company  therefore  submits  a  tentative  table  of  tests  and  features  that  should 
be  considered  by  the  Department. 


SPEED  TESTS. 


rTBBt. 


Surface  speed  over  a  measored  mile — 

Surface  speed  over  a  SO-mfle  course^ 

Surface  speed,  endurance  run  of  100  miles  at  sea 

Awash  speed  over  a  measured  mile  In  condition  to  dive  at  1-minute 

notice. 
Awash  speed  over  25-mne  course  at  sea.  In  condition  to  dive  on  a 

2-mlnute  notice;  dive  on  signal  from  umpire;  not  over  2  dives 

on  run  required. 
Awash  endurance  run  of  60  mfles  at  sea;  must  be  in  condition  to 

entirely  submerge  at  &-mlnute  uotlco  on  signal  from  umpire. 
Ability  to  quickly  disappear  on  signal  when  running  awash 

Ability  to  quickly  disappear  on  signal  when  at  anchor  or  drifting 


Perfection  points  possible. 


12  miles. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

10 


Do. 

2  seconds  perfection;  00  sec- 
onds maximum. 
Do. 


SUBMERGED  TESTS. 


Submerged  speed  over  measured  mile;  periscopes  permitted I  10  miles  per  hour. 


Submerged  speed  over  10-mile  course;  periscopes  permitted 

Submerged  continuous  endurance  run  ovw  a  2-mlle  course,  boats  to 
appear  at  the  end  of  each  2-mIIe  run  and  to  have  nothing  showing 
on  the  surface  at  any  time;  periscopes  or  masts  not  permitted. 

Boats  to  start  for  an  anchored  ship  or  target  from  a  distance  of  2 
miles,  over  a  known  course,  in  daylight  and  smooth  water,  and 
to  approach  as  near  as  possible  to  the  target  before  being  discov- 
ered long  enough  to  permit  a  gun  to  be  trained  and  fired. 

Ability  to  steer  a  straight  course  of  2  miles  without  periscopes  or 
appearing  on  the  surface. 


Do. 
>  miles. 


Percentage  to  be  based  as 
foUows:  100  yards,  1,000 
yards. 


OTHER  TESTS. 


Continuous  endurance  submergence  in  the  open  sea  In  rough  water 

Continuous  endurance  test  at  sea  on  picket  duty,  off  the  entrance  of 

some  of  our  seaports,  harbors,  or  entrances,  such  as  Block  Island 

or  Sandy  Hook;  no  diange  of  crew  permitted;  each  boat  must 

carry  Its  own  fuel  and  provisions. 
Submerged  run  of  varying  speeds,  running  from  2  miles  per  hour  to 

maximum  speed  obtainable. 


15  hours. 
6  days. 


Suggestion 

Length  

Beam 


Constniciion  details. 


Displacement  light  

Displacement  submerged 

Surface  buoyance . 

Engine  horsepower 

Motor  horsepower  

Fuel  caimcity 


Storage  battery  capacity  . 

Propellers  and  means  for  controlling  same 
Safety  appliances 


Means  of  submerging . 

Means  of  coming  to  the  surface 
Stability  tests 


Auxiliary  machinery  . 

Provisions  for  safely  storing  fuel  and  preventing  explosions 


Provisions  for  preventing  escape  of  noxious  gases  into  living  quartera  of  the 

boat  . 

Means  of  escape  for  crew  in  case  of  disaster 


Appliances  for  handling  and  storing  torpedoes 

Armament . 

Living  quarters  and  galley  space . 
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Space  in  cabia . 

Berth  description  . 

Total  cubic  feet  of  space  per  man  In  living  quarters,  not  codntlng  machinery 
space  as  living  quarters 


Means  for  traveling  submerged 
Means  for  surface  navigation 


Combination  of  machinery  for  propulsion . 

Means  for  reversing  propellers,  engines,  or  motors . 

Means  of  sighting  target  while  submerged . 

Means  for  correctly  aiming  torpedoes  while  submerged . 

Means  provided  for  cable  cutting  and  planting  or  destroyhig  mines . 

Means  of  calculating  distance  traveled  while  submerged . 

Means  for  communicating  with  shore  or  other  stations . 

Very  respectfully. 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
By  Simon  Lake,  President, 
Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[First  indorsemeDt. ] 

Navy  Department,  June  3,  1903, 
Re8i>ectfu!ly  referred  to  the  Board  on  Construction  for  recommendation. 

Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy   Department, 
Board  of  Construction, 

June  5,  1903. 

1.  Resi)ectfully  returned  to  the  Navy  Department. 

2.  The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1903,  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1904,  and  other  purposes, 
contains  the  following  provisions  under  "  Increase  of  the  Navy :" 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  contract 
for  or  imrchase  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats  in  the  aggregate  of,  but 
not  exceeding,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars :  Provided,  That  prior  to  said  pur- 
chase or  contract  for  said  boats  any  American  inventor  or  owner  of  a  subsurface 
or  sabmarine  torpedo  boat  may  give  reasonable  notice  and  have  his,  her,  or  its 
subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  l>oat  tested  by  comparison  or  competition,  or 
botli,  with  a  Government  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any  private 
competitor,  provided  there  be  any  such,  and  thereupon  the  board  appointed  for 
c-ondocting  such  tests  shall  report  the  result  of  said  competition  or  comparison, 
togetlier  with  its  recommendations,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  may  pur- 
cbafie  or  contract  for  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats  in  a  manner  that 
will  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  submarine  warfare:  And 
prcrtrided  further.  That  before  any  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  is  pur- 
chased or  contracted  for  it  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Navy  Department  ns  fulfilling 
all  reasonable  requirements  for  submarine  warfare  and  shall  have  been  fully 
tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  To  carry  out  the  purpose 
aforesaid  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  within  letter  of  the  I^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  of  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
contains  a  request  for  a  comi>etitive  test  between  its  suhmarinc  boat  Protector 
with  any  Government  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  that  is  in  commis- 
sion, in  reserve,  or  which  has  undergone  an  official  test,  and  further  requests 
that  the  competition  be  extended  to  any  other  parties  who  may  wish  to  enter 
the  field. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  above  quoted,  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  is,  in  view  of  its  application,  entitled  to  have  its  re- 
quest granted  for  a  competitive  test  l)etween  its  submarine  boat  Protector  with 
BQDie  Government  submarine  boat,  and  the  board  respectfully  recommends  that 
the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  be  directed  to  witness  a  competitive  test 
with  one  of  the  Government  submarine  l)oats  of  the  Holland  type,  said  l>oard  to 
prescribe  the  nature  of  such  test. 

With  regard  to  the  proposition  of  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Comiiany,  that  the 
I^^efMirfzueut  first  outline  the  work  that  is  desired  to  be  accomplished  by  a  sub- 
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marine,  whereby  the  worth  of  such  type  of  naval  construction  could  be  definitely 
ascertained  as  to  her  ability  to  become  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  Navy  for 
coast  and  harbor  offensive  and  defensive  work,  etc.,  and  suggesting  that  experts 
of  the  Navy  Department  confer  with  those  of  the  Holland  and  other  submarine 
boat  companies,  to  arrange  the  scope  and  character  of  the  marine  iKMit  trials, 
the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  matter  can  best  be  intrusted  to  the  board 
of  iuspecion  and  survey. 

Different  types  of  boats  will  probably  excel  in  some  particular  features,  which, 
while  of  much  importance  when  considered  by  themselves,  may  not  determine 
the  value  of  the  vessel  as  a  whole,  and  it  is  difficult  to  prescribe  a  set  of  hard 
Dnd  fast  conditions  which  all  submarine  l>oats  must  fulfill.  It  is  therefore 
considered  advisable  to  leave  the  matter  of  tests  to  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
board. 

The  general  requirements  or  features  which  should  be  considered  in  all  sub- 
marine boats  are  fairly  stated  at  the  top  of  page  3  of  the  within  letter. 

Charles  O'Neil, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  President  of  Board, 
G.  W.  Melville, 
Enoineer  in  Chief,  U.  8,  Natyy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  Member. 


Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Member, 
F.  T.  Bowles, 
Chief  Constructor,  U,  8,  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Member. 

[Third  IndonemeDt] 

Navy  Depabtment,  July  23,  1903. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  consideration 
in  connection  with  the  Deiwrtnient's  indorsement  No.  10404,  of  the  2.3d  instant, 
on  the  letter  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  requesting  test  of  the 
Holland  submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton, 

MooDV,  Secretary. 


(22.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  July  23,  1903. 
Sib  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo  requesting,  in  accordance  with 
the  "  act  malting  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1904,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1903,  competitive  test 
l)etween  your  submarine  boat  Protector  and  any  Government  subsurface  or  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  that  is  in  commission,  reserve,  or  which  has  undergone 
an  official  test ;  also  that  the  competition  be  extended  to  any  other  parties  who 
may  wish  to  enter  the  field,  you  are  informed  that  your  request  will  be  granted 
and  the  Protector,  if  presented  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  to  be  hereafter 
specified  by  the  Department,  will  be  tested  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Gov- 
ernment submarine  torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland  type,  and  by  comparison  and 
competition  with  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine  ton^edo  boat 
Fulton,  provided  the  latter  is  presented  for  test  at  the  time  decided  xvjyow. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  have  this  test  made  as  soon  after 
Ck?tober  15  next  as  is  practicable. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary, 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 


(23.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  August  7,  1903. 
Sirs  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which  you  request  a  copy 
of  the  programme  of  tests  of  submarine  boats  to  be  held  in  October  next,  you 
are  informed  that  the  above-mentioneti  programme  of  tests  will  he  based  on  the 
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reconuuendations  of  the  board  on  construction  made  in  connection  with  your 
application  for  competitive  tests,  dated  June  1,  1003.  A  copy  of  this  programme 
will  be  furnished  in  due  time  to  each  competitor. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Darling, 


The  I>AKE  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn, 


Acting  Secretary. 


(24.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  August  8,  190S. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  for  report  and  recommen- 
dation as  to  so  much  of  the  within  letter  as  refers  to  the  desire  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  engage  in  the  sham  attack  on  Newport  in  September, 
on  which  occasion  it  is  stated  Newport  is  to  be  defended  by  submarines. 

The  application  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  within  referred  to  is 
herewith  inclosed. 

Chas.  H.  Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 


(26.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  August  11,  190S, 
Sir:  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  in  which  you  indorse  the  re- 
quest of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the 
sham  attack  on  Newoprt  to  take  itlace  in  September^  that  place  to  be  defended 
by  submarines,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Bureau  of  Navigation, 
to  which  your  letter  was  referred,  reports  as  follows : 

"The  Bureau  of  Navigation  recommends  that  the  request  of  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Ck)mpany  be  not  granted.  If  granted  the  Government  would  incur  a 
responsibility  in  regard  to  the  lives  not  in  Government  employ,  and  material 
not  owned  by  the  Government,  which  would  not  be  warranted." 

In  view  of  the  above  report  the  Department  is  constrained  to  decline  to  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  Lake'  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 
Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C, 

Nortcalk,  Conn, 


(26.) 


Navy  Department, 
Washington,  August  12,  1903, 
Sirs:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  addressed  to  Hon.  E.  J. 
Hill,  M.  C,  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  to  previous  correspondence,  in  which  you  re- 
quest permission  for  the  Lake  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector  to  enter  the 
Septemt>er  maneuvers  ofT  Newport,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Bureau  of 
Navigation,  to  which  your  letter  was  referred,  reports  as  follows : 

"The  Bureau  of  Navigation  recommends  that  the  request  of  the  I^ke  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  be  not  granted.  If  granted  the  Government  would  incur  a 
responsibility  in  regard  to  the  lives  not  in  Government  employ,  and  material 
not  owned  by  the  Government,  which  would  not  be  warranted." 

In  view  of  the  above  report  the  Department  is  constrained  to  decline  to  com- 
ply with  your  request.  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill  was  advised  of  this  action  on  the  11th 
instant 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary, 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn, 
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(27.) 

Nob  WALK,  Conn.,  August  12,  190S. 
Hon.  G.  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Secretary:  I  am  In  receipt  of  yours  of  the  11th  declining  to 
permit  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  participate  in  the  sham  attack  on 
Newport  I  have  no  authority  whatever  to  speak  for  the  company  In  any  way, 
shape,  or  manner,  except  as  the  members  composing  It  are  large  constituents  of 
mine,  but  would  ask  the  question  for  Information,  whether  in  case  a  full  and 
explicit  bond  exonerating  the  Government  from  any  responsibility.  In  ease  of 
Buch  participation,  would  have  any  effect  upon  the  Navy  Department? 

I  wrote  yesterday  to  Secretary  Moody,  assuming  that  he  had  returned,  and 
iQCloBed  a  private  letter  to  myself  bearing  on  this  subject  of  participation  In  the 
attack.  As  I  presume  the  matter  will  come  into  your  hands  In  his  absence,  mny 
I  ask  that  the  original  of  the  letter  may  be  returned  to  me,  or  if  it  is  desired  to 
retain  it  for  the  files  of  the  Department,  that  a  copy  may  be  sent  back  to  me? 
Very  truly,  yours, 

E.  J.  HiLU 


(28.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  August  Jo,  190S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th 
tnstant,  in  which  you  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Department's  communciation 
•f  the  11th  instant,  declining  to  permit  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  sham  attack  on  Newiwrt,  and  asking  whether  a  full  and  explicit 
bond  exonerating  the  Government  from  any  responsibility  in  case  of  such 
l^rticipation  would  have  any  effect  uiK)n  the  Navy  Department. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  stAte.that  the  gi*antlng  of  permission  to  private  parties  to 
take  in  military  maneuvers  of  the  Government  would  l)e  establishing  a  bad 
precedent,  aside  from  the  resijonsibility  as  regards  life  and  proiierty  not  belong- 
ing to  the  Government,  which  would  be  incurred. 

.  The  refusal  to  grant  this  i^ermlssiou  must  not  be  considered  as  any  prejudice 
on  the  part  of  the  (Jovemment  against  the  vessels  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company.  Any  test  of  these  vessels  during  a  sham  battle  would  not  be  con- 
sidered of  very  great  imi)ortance.  Before  the  Government  officials  could  express 
an  opinion  as  to  their  full  value,  exhaustive  tests  would  have  to  be  made  under 
conditions  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  (Government  officials. 

Chas.  H.  Darling,  Acting  Sccretarff. 

Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C,  Norwalk,  Conn. 


(20.) 

NoRWALK,  Conn.,  August  19.  1903. 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Secretary:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  ir>th  relating 
to  participation  of  the  I^ke  submarine  boat  in  certain  maneuvers  which  are  to 
take  place  off  Newi>ort  within  a  short  time.  I  would  be  very  glad  if  you  would 
kindly  inform  me  as  to  when  these  maneuvers  are  to  be  held,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Dei)artment  is  unwilling  to  have  the  Lake  boat  participate  in  the 
defense  of  Newport  officially,  will  you  kindly  advise  me  whether,  in  your  Judg- 
ment, there  would  be  any  impropriety  in  Captain  I^ke  taking  his  vessel,  the 
Protector,  to  Newport  at  that  time.  The  captain  called  to  see  me  yesterday, 
and  wishes  in  no  way  to  even  violate  the  proprieties;  at  the  same  time  he  has 
bis  all,  financially  and  in  other  ways,  at  risk  in  this  matter,  and  feels  that  he 
would  like  very  much  to  take  his  boat  down  there  unofficially,  If  he  is  not  pre- 
judicing his  case  in  doing  so. 

Among  other  yachts  and  working  boats  present  at  the  Ojster  Bay  review 
was  the  Lake  torpedo  boat,  and  he  thinks  that  the  opiwrtunlty  that  he  had  to 
exhibit  it  there  was  useful  to  him  and  to  his  company.     I  am  very  sure  that 
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lie  has  an  immensely  valuable  machine  for  defensive  operations,  l)ut  I  agree 
with  you  that  even  if  he  participated  in  the  defense  of  Newport,  it  would  not 
to  any  extent  add  to  the  official  test  which  the  Government  would  require. 

The  captain  desires  very  much  to  go  to  Newport  precisely  as  he  went  to  the 
Oyater  Bay  review,  on  his  own  account,  and  I  desire  for  him,  as  I  would  for  any 
other  constltutent,  that  he  receive  the  courtesies  of  the  naval  officers  there  in 
the  way  of  privileges  of  the  yard  in  case  he  so  desires.  He  is  a  refined  and 
educated  gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  modest  and  unassuming,  and  I 
do  not  know  when  I  have  met  a  person  more  thoroughly  posted  in  his  own 
affairs  than  Captain  Lake  is. 

Understand  me,  I  have  not  the  slightest  interest  in  his  company,  either  finan- 
cially or  otherwise,  except  the  interest  which  I  have  in  the  welfare  of  every 
constituent,  and  I  want  to  see  these  i^eople  succeed  If  they  have  the  merit  which 
they  claim  to  have  in  their  proposition. 

Will  you  kindly  advise  me,  in  the  first  place,  whether  there  would  be  any  objec- 
tion to  Captain  Lake  taking  his  boat  to  Newport  on  the  part^f  the  Navy  Depai*t- 
ment,  and,  if  he  did  so,  whether  it  would  in  any  way  prejudice  him  before 
the  Department;  second,  kindly  advise  me  as  to  the  date  when  the  attack  is 
to  be  made  on  Newport ;  third,  if  the  siiecifications  for  the  official  tests  which 
are  to  be  made  l>etween  the  various  torpedo  boats  later  in  the  month  are  pre- 
pared, will  you  as  early  as  i)ossible,  and  in  advance  of  the  tests,  furnish 
me  with  copies  of  the  same?  It  seems  to  me  it  is  entirely  proper  that  all 
parties  who  enter  should  have  a  reasonable  time  for  preparation,  as  the  question 
of  supplies  and  provisions,  etc.,  might  enter  as  a  factor  in  the  problem  of  a 
cmise,  say  from  New  York  to  Newiwrt  News,  if  such  cruise  was  contemplated 
by  the  torpedo  boats  unattended  by  other  vessels;  also  the  question  of  other 
supplies,  and  it  seems  to  me  entirely  proper  that  they  should  know  substantially 
what  the  specifications  of  tests  are  to  be  made. 

I  do  not  know  that  this  particular  matter  is  part  of  the  work  of  your  office, 
but  knowing  your  general  good  nature,  I  write  to  you  with  the  understanding 
that  if  the  matter  is  not  under  your  immediate  direction  you  will  refer  it  to  the 
liarty  who  has  such  immediate  direction  and  control. 

With  kind  regards  and  thanking  you  for  your  trouble  hitherto,  I  am. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

E.  J.  Hill. 

[Second   IndorBement.] 

Navy  Department,  August  21,  J  90S, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commandant  of  the  second  naval  district. 
Ciiptain  Lake,  with  the  Protector,  expects  to  visit  Newport.    You  will  please 
tiee  tlrnt  he  is  given  every  opportunity  to  see  everything  under  naval  control 
which  it  is  proper  for  him  to  see,  and  you  will  afford  him  every  opportunity  for 
care  of  his  vessel  as  is  practicable. 

Please  inform  the  commandant  of  the  training  station  and  the  commanding 
oflleer  of  he  tori)edo  station  of  this  visit,  and  the  Instructions  from  the  Depart- 
ment in  reference  thereto. 

Chas.  a.  Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquabtebs  Second  Naval  District, 
Narragansett  Bay,  R,  /.,  August  2),  190S. 
BespectfuDy  referred  to  the  commandant  naval  training  station,  and  to  the 
inspector  of  ordnance  in  charge  naval  torpedo  station,  Newport,  R.  I.,  for 
their  information. 
Return  of  this  paper  is  requested. 

F.  E.  Chadwick, 
Captain,  XJ.  8.  Navy,  Commandant. 

[Fourth  Indorsement] 

United  States  Naval  Training  Station, 

Newport,  R,  L,  August  24,  1903, 
BespectfuHy    returned  to  the  cimmumdant  second  naval  district.    Contents 

^^^  W.  W.  Mead, 

Captain,  XJ,  8,  Navy,  Commandant, 
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[Fifth  indorsement.] 

ToBFEDO  Station. 
Netcport,  R,  /.,  August  25,  1909. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commandant  second  naval  district.    CJontents 
noted. 

F.  F.  Fletcher, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Inspector  of  Ordnance  in  Charge, 

[Sixth  indorsement] 

Headquarters  Second  Naval  District, 
Narragansett  Bay,  R,  I,,  A,ugust  27,  190$. 
Respectfullj'  returned  to  the  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.    CJontents 
noted,  and  will  be  cpmplied  with. 

F.  E.  Chadwick, 
Captain,  V,  B.  Navy,  Commandant, 


(30.) 

Navy  Departkent, 
Washington,  August  21,  1903. 
Sir:  I  am  In  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August  19,  requesting  to  be  informed 
when  the  maneuvers  are  to  take  place  off  Newport,  and  requesting  other  infor- 
mation in  reference  to  the  Lake  torpedo  boat. 

In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Department  does  not  anticipate  hav- 
ing any  maneuvers  off  Newport  within  a  short  time.  Mr.  Jjake  probably  refers 
to  the  maneuvers  off  the  coast  of  Maine,  in  which  the  Army  and  Navy  are  to 
take  part. 

So  far  as  Mr.  Lake  visiting  Newport  with  the  Protector  is  concerned,  the 
Department  can  see  no  Impropriety  whatever  in  such  a  visit,  an  feels  quite  sure 
that  the  naval  officers  on  duty  at  the  torr)edo  station  would  be  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  Lake  boat,  even  though  such  an  opi)ortunlty  were  an  unofficial 
one.  The  Navy  Department  will  Inform  the  naval  authorities  at  Newport  that 
Mr.  Lake  intends  to  visit  Newport  with  the  Protector,  and  they  will,  I  am  sure, 
extend  him  every  courtesy. 

As  soon  as  information  In  regard  to  the  time  for  the  competitive  tests  is 
available  it  will  be  sent  to  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Darling,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon,  E.  J.  Hill,  M.  C,  Norwalk,  Conn. 


(31.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  October  8,  1903. 
Sirs:  Referring  to  this  Department's  letter  of  July  23  last  relative  to  the 
test  of  your  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector  by  comparison  with  one  of  the 
Government  submarine  torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland  type,  and  by  comparison 
and  competition  with  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo 
boat,  Fulton,  you  are  Informed  that  the  Department  has  this  day  directed,  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  that  the  above-mentioned  trial  be  held  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  16th  day  of  November,  1003. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary, 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  CJompany, 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 


(32.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  October  12,  1903. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  favor  of  the  8th  Instant,  in  reference  to  competitive 
^2Sts  of  submarine  boats,  we  beg  to  say  that  our  submarine  boat  Protector  has 
"^^^  "pady  for  trial  for  some  months  past,  and  that  she  is  at  the  present  time 
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In  dry  dock  for  painting  and  cleaning  preparatory  to  trials,  which  we  expected, 
from  the  Department's  letter  of  July  23  last,  would  be  held  this  month,  but  was 
postponed,  we  understand,  at  the  request  of  a  competitor,  who  stated  by  Its  rep- 
resentative, Mr.  C.  R  Creecy,  before  the  Senate  CJommittee  on  Naval  Affairs 
on  May  31,  1902,  "  We  are  ready  if  he  (Lake)  had  his  boat  here  to-day  to  go 
Into  competition  with  him." 

The  writer  has  previously  visited  Washington  several  times  in  reference  to 
these  trials  to  ascertain  the  time  they  were  to  be  held  and  their  nature,  but 
foond  that  the  board  having  the  matter  in  hand  had  not  yet  completed  its  pro- 
granune.  We  understood,  however,  In  the  course  of  our  last  visit,  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  have  the  same  completed  so  as  to  give  the  competitors  at 
least  fifteen  days*  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  tests.  We  would  appreciate  it  if 
this  information  could  be  given  out  earlier  than  this,  if  practicable,  as  our  boat 
will  need  to  be  dry  docked  again,  and  must  make  the  voyage  from  New  York 
to  Newport.  Ck>nsequently  it  will  not  give  us  as  much  time  as  we  would  like 
in  which  to  try  out  any  features  of  the  test  which  may  be  prescribed  and  which 
may  not  already  have  been  performed. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  tests  have  already  been  postponed  until  late 
in  the  season,  we  would  ask  that  there  be  no  further  postponement,  and  that, 
in  case  the  Fulton  should  not  be  ready  at  the  time  set,  a  competitive  test  may 
be  held  with  one  of  the  Government  submarines  now  In  commission  at  New- 
port   These  Government  boats,  we  understand,  are  of  the  same  model,  and 
have  been  built 'subsequently  to  the  Fulton,  and  consequently  should  be  the 
superior  vessels.    We  should  like  to  have  the  I>epartment*s  views  on  this  re- 
quest, as  we  have  already  been  put  to  great  additional  expense  In  completing 
our  boat  for  the  tests  provided  for  In  the  naval  appropriation  act  providing  for 
the  increase  of  the  Navy,  approved  March  3,  1903,  in  order  to  be  ready  in  case 
the  tests  should  have  been  ordered  early  in  the  past  summer,  as  we  Judged  to 
e  probable,  in  view  of  the  statements  of  the  Holland  Company's  representa- 
\  ves  that  they  had  l)een  ready  some  months  previous.    The  right  to  have  these 
«t8  with  the  Government  boat  would,  we  believe,  come  within  the  provisions 
'  the  act  above  referred  to,  and  the  Holland  people  should  not  object  to  it  in . 
l-^.ew  of  their  president's  statement  before  the  House  Ck)mmlttee  on  Naval  Af- 
l&iirs.  May  21,  1902.     (See  testimony  of  Mr.  Rice,  House  Doc.  No.  123i,  pp.  46, 
.47,  "  WlDlng  for  competition.") 
Very  respectfully. 

The  Lake  Toepedo  Boat  Company, 
Simon  Lakk;,  President. 
Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[First  iDdoreement.] 

Navy  Department,   October  14,  190S, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  for  report  and 
recommendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  Peters.  Chief  Clerk. 
[Second  Indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,.  October  16,  1903. 
Respectfully  retunied  to  the  Department. 

The  maximum  si)eed  of  each  vessel  will  be  determined  under  all  conditions 
under  which  the  l)oat  could  operate:  the  ability  of  each  boat  to  perform  the 
services  at  sea  required  of  a  submarine  vessel  acting  against  an  enemy  either 
from  a  shore  or  sea  base  will  also  be  determined;  the  board  will  also  make 
such  trials  as  it  may  consider  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  radius  of  action 
of  each  Teesel  when  running  in  a  totally  submerged  and  other  conditions. 
Such  will  be  the  general  character  of  the  trials. 

It  Is  recommended  that  the  trials  now  authorized  to  be  held  on  the  16th 
of  November  be  proceeded  with  by  one  competitor  even  in  the  absence  of  the 
other,  and  that  the  Department  now  so  inform  each  competitor. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board, 
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(33.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  October  20,  1903. 
Sirs:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  tlie  12th   histiint,  and   to  previous  cor- 
respondence, relative  to  comiietltlve  tcrits  of  submarine  boats  to  be  held  No- 
vember 16,  the  following  report  and  recommendation  of  the  board  of  inspection 
and  survey  on  the  subject  Is  approved,  and  Is  quoted  for  your  Information : 

"  The  maximum  speed  of  each  vessel  will  be  determined  under  all  conditions 
under  which  the  boat  could  oi^erate;  the  ability  of  each  boat  to  perform  the 
services  at  sea  required  of  a  submarine  vessel  acting  against  an  enemy  either 
from  a  shore  or  sea  base  will  also  be  determined;  the  board  will  also  make 
such  trials  as  it  may  consider  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  radius  of  action 
of  each  vessel  when  running  in  a  totally  submerged  and  other  conditions.  Such 
will  be  the  general  character  of  the  trials. 

"  It  Is  recommended  that  the  trials  now  authorized  to  be  held  on  the  16th  of 
November  be  proceeded  with  by  one  competitor  even  in  the   absence  of  the 
other,  and  that  the  Department  now  so  inform  each  competitor." 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Darlino,  AcHng  Secretary. 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Compawy, 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 


(34.) 


Navy  Department, 
M'ashington,  October  2U  1903. 
Sirs:  Referring  to  the  Dei)artment*s  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  advising 
'you  that  the  tests  and  competitive  trials  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany's submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  and  your  submarine  torpedo  boat  Pro- 
tector would  be  conducted  by  the  board  of  insiH?ction  and  survey  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  1903,  and  immediately  thereafter  until  completed,  I  herewith  Inclose 
a  general  programme  of  the  above-mentloneil  tests  and  trials,  prepared  by  the 
board  of  insi>ection  and  survey.  The  board  states  that  In  preparing  this  pro- 
gramme it  has  endeavored  to  describe  a  series  of  tests  which  will  carry  out 
the  intent  of  the  act  approved  March  3,  1003,  under  which  these  trials  are 
conducted,  and  an  attempt  has  been  especially  made  to  make  the  trials  of  such 
a  character  that  the  subsurface  or  submarine  tori)edo  boats  contesting  therein 
may  be  made  to  show,  in  so  far  as  trials  in  time  of  peace  permit,  whether 
they  are  capable  of  "fulfilling  all  reasonable  requirements  for  submarine 
warfare." 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary. 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 


(34^) 

Navy  Department, 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

WasJiington,  November  .9,  1903. 
Gentlemen  :  The  board  requests  to  be  informed  whether  you  will  be  ready 
with  the  Protector  at  Newport  on  the  16th  instant,  fully  prepared  to  carry 
out  uninterruptedly  the  series  of  trials  laid  down  In  the  programme  sent  you 
by  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain.  V.  S.  Nary,  President  of  Brmrd. 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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(35.) 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn,,  yovember  10,  1903. 
Sib:  Referring  to  your  commuuication  of  the  9th  Instant  in  reference  t* 
the  Protector  being  ready  for  the  competitive  trials  to  be  held  at  Newport  om 
the  16th  instant 

The  Protector  will  be  at  Newport  on  that  date,  at  the  time  set  by  the  pro- 
gramme  sent  us  by  the  Department,  and  will  be  fully  prepai-ed  to  carry  out 
the  series  of  trials  laid  down  in  the  programme  referred  to  above. 
Very  respectfully, 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
By  A.  M.  Dean. 
Capt.  C.  J.  Train,  U.  S.  Na^-y* 

PreMdent  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy    Department,    Washington,    D,    C, 


(36.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  November  H,  1903. 
Sib:  Referring  to  the  board's  request  for  complete  general  and  detail  draw- 
ings and  specifications  of  our  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector,  we  would 
respectfully  state  that  we  are  loaning  the  snme  to  the  board  for  the  purpose 
of  making  up  their  report,  and  if  the  Government  later  decides  to  purchase  the 
Protector  we  will,  of  course,  furnish  complete  plans  and  specifications  with  her; 
hot  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these  plans  and  specifications  are  the  result  of 
twenty  years'  study  and  investigation  and  have  cost  over  $300,0(X)  to  develop* 
we  do  not  care  to  have  them  placed  on  file,  where  the  Information  contained 
therein  could  be  obtained  by  others. 

We  would  therefore  request  their  return,  without  any  copies  being  made^ 
as  soon  as  report  is  completed  by  the  board. 
Very  respectfully, 

The    Lake    Torpedo    Boat    Company, 
By  Simon  Lake,   President. 
Capt.  C.  J.  Train,  U.  S.  Navy, 

President  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey. 


(37.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Bridgepoti,  Conn.,  yovember  18,  1903. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boat 
Protector  to  participate  in  the  trials  of  submarines,  to  be  held  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey. 

During  our  trip  up  the  sound  we  met  with  a  slight  mishap  to  our  starboard 
proj)eller-rever8ing  mechanism.  The  blades  on  this  propeller  have  been  broken 
twice  before  during  the  past  year,  without,  however,  any  apparent  injury  to 
the  reversing  gear.  It  is  probable  now,  though,  that  the  yoke  holding  the 
blades  in  place  may  have  been  strained  to  some  extent,  thus  permitting  cutting 
on  the  reversing  sleeve,  which,  however,  held  until  the  rough  seas  encountered 
<»n  our  trip  up  the  sound  caused  it  to  give  way.  This  necessitated  our  coming 
i;i  under  one  screw  from  Point  Judith. 

We  have  made  an  examination  of  the  injury  this  morning,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  it  would  not  be  wise  to  enter  into  the  trials  until  proper 
reiwirs  can  be  made.  To  do  this  we  must  go  into  dry  dock,  and  the  work 
will  rec|uire  at  les.st  two  days  after  docking  two  days  hence.  It  wiil  probably 
be  a  week  at  least  before  we  shall  be  re^dy  again,  and  we  shall  promptly 
advine  the  board  when  we  are  again  preparetikJor  trial. 
The  nature  of  the  injury  is  such  that  it  can  b^rf»roperly  avoided  in  the  future. 
Very  respectfully,  ^ 

Simon  Lake,  President 
(apt.  ('.  J.  Train,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Prcxidrnt  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey. 

i 
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(38.) 

The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  November  — ,  190S, 
Sib:  1.  Referring  to  the  "General  programme  of  competitive  trials  of  sub- 
surface and  submarine  boats/'  recently  received,  we  note  among  the  other 
excellent  specifications  of  test  the  following : 

"  Such  other  trials  or  tests  as  may  be  considered  necessary  by  the  trial  board 
will  be  made  In  order  to  fully  demonstrate  the  absolute  or  relative  merits  of  the 
competing  vessels  in  the  operations  of  submarine  warfare/* 

2.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  manifestly  the  Department's  intention  in  these  tests  to 
thrash  out  the  subject  thoroughly,  which,  it  is  submitted  with  all  due  deference, 
can  only  be  done  by  allowing  each  comi>etitor  to  evidence  every  quality  of 
military  value  possessed  by  his  boat,  we  respectfully  request  the  Department's 
assurance  that  in  addition  to  the  list  of  tests  specified  by  the  trial  board  there 
will  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  following,  preferably  in 
competition : 

(a)  Maximum  surf  (ice  speed,  using  motors  and  engines  comMned, — We  have 
provided  an  installation  permitting  the  Joint  use  of  motors  and  engines  for 
high  speed  dashes  of  from  one  to  eight  hours,  to  be  used  under  those  conditions 
which  would  require  forced-draft  steaming  of  a  man-of-war.  We  deem  this 
feature  of  at  least  as  much  importance  in  the  *'  submarine "  as  the  ability 
of  a  battle  ship  to  increase  her  siieed  by  forced  draft;  and  we  respectfully 
submit  that  our  speed  under  gasoline  engines  only  Is  no  more  a  measure  of 
our  available  speed  than  is  the  natural-drnft  speed  of  a  steamer  her  possible 
maximum. 

( 6 )  Endurance  of  gasoline  engines  in  prolonged  run  at  sea, — We  believe  that 
our  installation  of  gasoline  engines  Is  the  only  one  in  a  submarine  boat  which 
will  permit  of  an  extended  run  in  seas  so  rough  as  to  necessitate  closed  hatches 
without  danger  of  asphyxiation  of  the  crew  through  escape  of  noxious  gases 
of  combustion  into  the  boat.  Inasmuch  ns  this  feature  can  not  be  developed 
in  the  short  runs  prescribed  in  the  programme  of  tests,  we  respectfully  request 
that  the  competing  boats  be  required  to  make  an  extended  run  at  sea,  as  from 
Newport  to  New  York  by  the  outside  route. 

(c)  Ability  to  operate  in  rough  tceather, — We  have  provided  a  combination 
of  features  in  the  Protector  with  the  intention  of  giving  her  sufficient  sea- 
worthiness to  enable  her  to  make  an  attack  under  any  conditions  of  sea  and 
weather  to  which  she  may  be  subjected.  Inasmuch  as  the  ability  of  a  sub- 
marine to  make  a  successful  attack  regardless  of  weather  must  be  of  con- 
siderable importance,  we  respectfully  request  that  the  programme  of  tests 
include  a  simulated  attack  at  sea  under  severe  conditions  of  sea  and  weather. 

3.  Because  in  each  competing  boat  there  are  likely  to  be  found  certain 
qualities  peculiar  to  itself,  we  realize  the  difficulty  of  demonstrating  superior 
qualities  in  each  boat  under  like  conditlqps  of  comi^etition.  We  would  there- 
fore respectfully  request  that  the  board  of  insi)ection  and  survey  be  directed 
to  so  Increase  the  scope  of  the  tests  as  to  permit  each  competitor  to  demonstrate 
singly  such  features  of  importance  as  can  not  be  shown  in  competition, 
believing  that  in  this  way  there  may  be  ascertained  how  nearly  the  several 
competitors  approach  the  requirements  for  a  submarine  vessel  as  determined 
by  the  I>epartment  in  its  official  circular  dated  April  17,  1893,  in  the  following 
particulars : 

First.  Safety. 

Second.  Facility  and  certainty  of  action  when  submerged. 

Third.  Speed  when  running  on  the  surface. 

Fourth.  Speed  when  submerged. 

Fifth.  Endurance,  both  submerged  and  on  the  surface. 

Sixth.  Offensive  power. 

Seventh.  Stability. 

Eighth.  Visibility  of  object  to  be  attacked. 

4.  The  tenor  of  the  programme  of  tests  as  prepared  by  the  board  of  Inspection 
and  survey  leads  us  to  believe  that  in  all  probability  these  requests  of  ours  are 
unnecessary.  So  important,  in  our  Judgment,  are  they,  however,  to  us — and 
we  believe  to  the  naval  service— that  we  are  led  respectfully  to  ask  that  they 
be  specifically  embodied  in  the  required  conditions  of  trial,  to  the  end  that  there 
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may  be  no  misunderstanding  or  doubt. that  they  are  to  be  the  subject  of 
the  test 

Very  respectfully,  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

By  Simon  Lake,  President. 
Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D,  C, 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  Novenihcr  1.^,  190$, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  for  report  and 
recommendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  21,  1903. 

1.  Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

2.  Referring  first  to  the  recommendation  made  by  Mr.  I^ake  in  paragraph  2 
(a)  of  his  letter,  the  board  Is  of  the  opinion  that  the  only  maximum  surface 
speed  that  is  of  any  value  for  the  purpose  of  a  comparison  or  competition  to 
establish  the  relative  merits,  for  submarine  warfare,  of  the  competing  vessels 
under  trial  is  that  obtained  when  using  as  a  propelling  poi^^er  only  that  by 
which  the  maximum  radius  of  action  on  the  surface  can  be  obtained.  To 
couple  the  electric  motors  and  the  gasoline  engines  and  operate  the  two 
together  results  in  reducing  the  distance,  or  speed,  or  both,  that  the  vessel 
can  run  totally  submerged,  by  consuming  the  electrical  power,  which  is  the 
only  source  of  energy  when  the  vessel  is  operated  submerged.  Since  coupling 
the  two  motive  powers  together  can  only  result  in  an  unimportant  increase 
of  speed  above  that  obtained  with  the  gasoline  engine  alone,  it  is  considered 
that  this  slight  increase,  which  at  its  best  would  still  leave  the  submarine 
with  a  surface  speed  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  any  vessel  (battle  ship,  cruiser, 
or  surface  torpedo  craft)  of  a  modem  fleet,  would  be  obtained  at  a  prohibited 
cost,  as  it  would  result  in  the  sacrifice  of  a  part  of  the  endurance  of  the  vessel, 
or  of  its  speed,  when  submerged — qualities  which  constitute  vital  features  In 
the  successful  operation  of  a  submarine  vessel. 

3.  The  board  had  already  Informed  Mr.  Lake,  previous  to  the  date  of  his 
letter,  that  at  his  request  It  would  give  the  Protector  an  opportunity  to  show  the 
speed  that  It  can  make  under  the  condition  of  propulsion  In  question,  viz, 
with  the  gasoline  engines  and  electric  motors  operating  together,  but  it  is 
considered  Important  that  the  requirements  of  such  a  trial  should  not  be 
formally  added  to  the  official  programme,  as  the  board  attaches  no  value 
whatever  to  the  surface  speed  obtained  in  this  manner,  or  In  any  other  that 
requires  a  sacrifice  of  the  qualities  of  endurance  or  speed  of  the  vessel  when 
running  totally  submerged.  While  the  board,  therefore,  sees  no  objection 
to  making  the  speed  under  this  condition  of  operation  of  the  Protector  a  matter 
of  record  In  the  case  of  the  Protector,  yet  It  believes  it  to  be  highly  Inexpedient 
to  Incorporate  such  a  requirement  In  Its  ofllcial  programme  of  tests,  since  it 
would  appear  to  indicate  that  the  Department  attached  some  lmix)rtance  to  a 
condition  of  operation  of  the  vessel  which.  In  the  board's  opinion,  would  never 
be  used  in  actual  service. 

4.  The  endurance  trials  referred  to  in  paragraphs  2  (ft)  and  2  (c)  of  Mr. 
Lake's  letter  are  already  sufficiently  covered  by  trials  described  In  paragraph 
VII  of  the  programme  of  competitive  trials,  and  it  Is  the  board's  Intention  to 
have  the  period  of  twenty-four  hours  during  which  the  entire  crew  shall  remain 
on  board  the  vessel  passed  at  sea,  under  way,  and  during  a  portion  of  this 
time  to  have  the  vessel  perform  certain  prescribed  evolutions  of  attack  as 
-specified  under  the  head  of  "  Service  trials  "  in  the  board's  programme,  so  as 
to  thoroughly  demonstrate  the  endurance  of  the  vessel  under  as  severe  con- 
ditions of  weather  as  circumstances  may  permit. 

5.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  be 
hiforroed  that  the  Department  does  not  consider  it  either  necessary  or  advisable 
to  make  the  additions  to  the  "General  programme  of  competitive  trials  of 
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subsurface  and  submarine  torpedo  boats"  as  recommended  by  them,  as  it  is 
believed  that  all  the  points  raised  in  the  company's  letter  had  been  already 
properly  provided  for. 

6.  In  conclusion,  the  board  desires  to  call  the  Department's  attention  to  the 
stress  apparently  laid  in  the  letter  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  on  one  of 
the  earliest  circulars  issued  by  the  Depnrtmeut  relative  to  submarine  vessehs, 
viz,  that  dated  April  17,  1893,  which  was  prepared  before  the  Navy  was  in  pos- 
session of  any  submarine  vessels  and  when  the  practical  knowledge  as  to  the  re- 
quirements of  submarine  navigation  was  extremely  limited.  The  board  recom- 
mends that  the  Department  inform  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that  tlie 
requirements  of  the  circular  aforesaid,  prepared  more  than  ten  years  ago  and 
long  since  superseded  by  the  developments  of  the  art  of  submarine  navigation, 
are  not  to  be  considered  in  any  sense  as  a  basis  of  the  present  competitive  trials 
of  submarine  vessels,  and  that  these  trials  will  be  conducted  in  the  light  of  all 
the  information  now  available  as  to  the  actual  needs  of  vessels  engaged  in  the 
various  operations  of  submarine  warfare. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  8,  Navy,  President  of  Board, 


(39.) 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  November  30,  1909. 
SiBS:  Replying  to  your  letter  of  November  — ,  1903,  requesting  that  certain 
special  tests  be  made  of  submarine  boats  during  the  proposed  competitive  trials 
in  addition  to  the  list  of  those  specified  by  the  trial  board,  I  have  to  inform  yon 
that  the  Department  does  not  consider  it  either  necessary  or  advisable  to  make 
the  additions  to  the  "  general  programme  of  competitive  trials  of  subsurface  and 
submarine  torpedo  boats  "  as  recommended  in  your  letter,  as  it  is  believed  that 
all  the  points  raised  therein  have  been  already  properly  provided  for. 

Referring  to  the  third  paragraph  of  your  letter,  in  which  you  lay  particular 
stess  on  one  of  the  earliest  circulars  Issued  by  the  Department  relative  to  sub- 
marine vessels,  viz,  that  dated  April  17,  1893,  which  was  prepared  before  the 
Navy  was  in  possession  of  any  submarine  vessels,  and  when  the  practical  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  requirements  of  submarine  navigation  was  extremely  limited,  you 
are  informed  that  the  requirements  of  the  circular  aforesaid,  prepared  more 
than  ten  years  ago,  and  long  since  superseded  by  the  developments  of  the  art  of 
submarine  navigation,  are  not  to  be  considered  in  any  sense  as  a  basis  of  the 
present  competitive  trials  of  submarine  vessels;  and  that  those  trials  will  be 
conducted  in  the  light  of  all  the  information  now  available  as*  to  the  actual 
needs  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  various  operations  of  submarine  warfare. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Dabling,  Secretary, 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn, 


(40.) 


The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
Newport,  R,  /.,  November  30,  1903, 

Sib:  In  accordance  with  a  verbal  understanding  at  a  consultation  held  witl) 
the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  at  Newport  on  the  evening  of  November  17 
to  try  out  and  embody  in  their  report  certain  constructive  features  and  per- 
formances in  fact  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector  not  possessed  in  com- 
mon with  other  types,  we  respectfully  submit  the  following  programme  of  ad- 
ditional trials  and  request  that  the  board  embody  the  results  thereof  In  their 
official  report. 

We  understand  from  the  conversation  held  at  that  time  that  the  board  will 
not  give  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  these  additional  features.  We  therefore 
do  not  ask  the  board  to  go  Into  the  extensive  Investigation  necessary  for  assign- 
ing to  these  additional  features  which  are  new  in  the  art  of  submarine  naviga- 
tion due  valuation,  but  to  simply  record  the  fftcts  of  performance,  so  that  they 
may  be  officially  before  the  Department  for  future  reference,  if  necessary. 
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First.  A  speed  trial  over  the  measured  mile  at  tlie  maximum  speed  of  which 
the  vessel  is  capable. 

Second.  A  speed  trial  in  the  deck-awash  condition  over  the  measured  mile  at 
the  maximum  speed,  using  gasoline  engines  and  motors  combined,  if  desired,  the* 
boat  to  completely  submerge  within  three  minutes  on  signal  from  the  board 
after  completing  the  course. 

Third.  A  trial  in  the  subsurface  condition  with  only  omniscope  and  air  duct 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  at  the  maximum  speed  obtainable,  to  submerge 
hi  thirty  seconds  after  completing  the  course  on  signal  from  the  board. 

The  object  of  this  test  is  to  show  that  it  is  practicable  to  run  the  Protector  in 
a  practically  submerged  condition  under  the  gasoline  engines,  which  will  extend 
the  radius  of  action  in  this  condition  at  least  ten  times  that  of  the  electric  storage 
battery.  We  would  also  like  tests  to  be  made  to  see  l^ow  close  the  submarines 
ooold  approach  a  ship  in  this  condition  without  being  seen  with  the  naked  eye. 
Our  experience  is  that  we  can  approach  within  torpedo  range  under  most  con- 
ditions of  weather  and  sea,  but  we  would  like  the  board  to  verify  this. 

Fourth.  A  submerged  run  over  the  mile  course  at  slow  speed.  As  many  naval 
officers  of  high  attainment  have  stated  that  it  is  desirable  at  times  to  approach 
an  enemy  at  slow  speed  and  with  the  least  disturbance  of  water  possible,  es- 
pecially in  smooth  water,  and  we  claim  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  secure  a  com- 
paratively high  rate  of  speed  in  the  Protector  to  control  her  in  a  Vertical  place, 
we  ask  this  test  to  bring  out  her  facility  of  action  in  this  respect. 

Fifth.  A  submerged  run  on  bottom  to  show  the  vessel's  ability  to  be  navi- 
gated in  this  manner,  to  remain  at  rest,  to  back,  to  come  to  the  surface  for  ob- 
servation, or  to  follow  a  devious  channel  in  a  submerged  condition  by  running 
according  to  the  charted  depths. 

Sixth.  A  test  to  show  the  ability  of  members  of  the  crew  to  leave  the  vessel 
while  in  a  submerged  condition. 

The  object  of  this  test  is  to  show  that  it  would  be  possible  for  the  crew  to 
escape  in  case  the  vessel  became  disabled  or  entangled  while  submerged. 

Seventh.  A  test  to  show^  the  ability  of  the  boat  to  back,  under  gasoline  engine, 
whlcli  under  some  circumstances  might  be  a  valuable  feature. 

Eighth.  A  test  to  show  the  ability  to  charge  batteries  while  cruising  in  a 
surface  or  awash  condition. 

The  object  of  this  trial  Is  to  show  that  it  Is  practicable  to  continually  re- 
new the  electrical  encrgj^  while  under  way,  even  in  a  practically  submerged 
f»udlTion,  making  Intermittent  Kubmergences.  This  might  prove  of  great  value 
in  an  extende<l  attack,  as  when  a  first  attempt  to  Intercept  and  torpedo  an 
enemy  has  been  futile. 

Ninth.  A  test  to  show  the  cooking  and  living  facilities  on  board  the  Protector, 
For  this  purpose  the  entire  board  are  invited  to  dine  on  board,  while  dinner 
will  be  cooked  with  her  own  cooking  facilities,  either  on  the  surface  or  pref- 
erably submerged,  as  the  board  may  desire. 

Tenth.  A  test  to  determine  the  time  necessary  to  pass  from  the  deck  awash, 
cruising  condition,  to  entire  submergence. 

As  this  is  the  condition  the  Protector  would  be  cruising  In  If  on  her  station 
*»r  on  picket  duty  in  time  of  war,  which  condition  permits  **  an  all  around 
view  of  the  horizon,"  we  would  request  that  this  test  be  made  to  distinguish 
from  the  light  condition  as  specified  in  the  official  programme,  which  light  con- 
dition would  be  used  only  in  making  a  change  of  base  or  going  to  or  from  her 
wation  when  no  enemies  were  reported  In  the  vicinity. 

Eleventh.  The  ability  while  on  picket  duty  on  an  offshore  station  to  estab- 
lish telpphonic  or  telegraphic  communication  with  the  shore  while  In  a  sub- 
merged or  surface  condition. 

The  value  of  this  test  should  be  obvious,  as  It  permits  of  the  submarine  being 
advised  from  distant  points  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  the  submarine 
Iteing  In  constant  touch  with  h(»adquarters  on  shore,  It  practically  extends  Its 
radius  of  sight  and  sound  to  the  limits  of  the  connecting  wires.  By  running 
wires  from  the  submerged  station  to  the  life-saving  wires  along  shore  It  would 
be  practicable  to  establish  submarines  on  picket  duty  on  offshore  stations  at 
almost  any  desired  i)oint  along  our  coast  lines  and  at  slight  expense.  With 
tlif«e  facilities,  combined  with  habltability  and  seaworthiness,  the  submarine 
can  occupy  a  strategic  position  ofT  the  coast  enablhig  her  to  defend  a  compara- 
tively large  territory. 

Twelfth.  A  tc?st  to  determine  how  closely  the  Protector  may  approach  an 
Miemy  without  detection. 

The  object  of  this  test  is  to  show  the  value  of  our  omniscope. 
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Tliirteeuth.  A  cletermliuition  of  the  sensitivenesfl  and  reliability  of  the  com- 
pass In  the  surface  and  submerged  condition  as  installed  on  the  Protector. 

Fourteenth.  Endurance  run  of  at  least  KX)  miles  under  gasoline  engines  in 
the  open  sea. 

The  object  of  this  test  is  to  show  that  it  is  safe  to  rim  under  gasoline  engines 
for  long  distances  and  in  rough  weather  without  danger  of  asphyxiating  the 
crew.  We  believe  our  designs  and  installation  of  gasoline  engine  an<l  the 
special  means  we  have  taken  to  prevent  escape  of  noxious  fumes  and  gases 
into  the  boat  Is  the  only  one  that  will  permit  of  this.  We  therefore  especially 
request  that  this  trip  be  made  as  the  final  trial  and  that  It  be  made  from  New- 
port to  Brldgeix)rt,  which  would  be  on  our  way  home.  We  request  that  if  the 
entire  board  can  not  take  the  time  to  witness  this  test  that  one  of  more  officers 
may  be  detailed  to  make  the  trip  and  report  on  the  same,  so  that  It  may  go  on 
record,  and  we  would  also  request  that  this  endurance  trial  be  postponed  until 
the  sea  Is  comparatively  rough. 

If  the  Deimrtment  sees  fit  to  comply  with  these  requests  we  will  provide  the 
cable  and  apparatus  necessary  for  test  No.  II. 

We  would  appreciate  an  early  reply  so  that  we  can  make  our  plans  ac- 
cordingly. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Simon  Lake, 

Presidcfit, 

Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  Indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  December  3,  J 903, 
Respectfully  referreil  to  the  board  of  lnsi)ectlon  and  survey  for  re^wrt  and 
recommendation. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  Indorsement.] 

Board  or  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C.  Decemher  9,  1903, 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  board  considers  that  all  essential  data  which  it  is  proposed  by  the  I^ke 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  place  upon  record  by  the  means  of  the  trials  pro- 
posed by  them  will  be  more  satisfactorily  determined  by  the  trials  already 
provided  for  In  the  "  General  programme  of  competitive  trials,'*  which  has  al- 
ready been  approved  by  the  Department. 

The  board  proposes,  In  carrying  out  the  trials  prescribed  In  that  programme, 
to  use  all  due  discretion  In  affording  to  the  various  competitors  proper  opiwr- 
tunlty  of  fully  demonstrating  the  qualities  their  vessels  possess  for  successfully 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  submarine  warfare,  but  it  believes  It  to  be  unde- 
sirable to  encumber  the  programme  with  unnecessary  trials.  The  trials  should 
demonstrate  the  ability  of  the  competing  vessels  to  actually  perform,  under 
as  nearly  as  possible  service  conditions,  the  operations  of  attack  that  would 
most  frequently  be  followed  in  submarine  warfare,  rather  than  to  bring  Into 
prominence  the  possession  of  some  patented  feature  of  design  that  Is  the  ex- 
clusive property  of  one  contestant  and  which  does  not  materially  add  to  the 
general  efficiency  of  the  vessel. 

For  the  above  reasons  It  Is  considered  desirable  that  no  change  be  made  In 
the  programme  of  trials  already  approved  by  the  Department. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(41.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  Decemher  10,  1903,^ 
Sirs  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  submitting  a  proposed  pro- 
gramme of  additional  trials  for  the  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector,  to  show 
certain  features  and  performances  not  possessed  in  common  with  other  types, 
and  requesting  that  the  results  of  same  be  embodied  In  the  official  report  of 
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the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey,  I  have  to  Inform  you  that  the  board  of 
inspection  and  survey,  to  which  your  letter  was  referred,  has  submitted  the 
following:  report,  which  is  approved : 

*"  The  board  considers  that  all  essential  data  which  it  is  proposed  by  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  place  upon  record  by  the  means  of  the  trials  pro- 
posed by  them  will  be  more  satisfactorily  determined  by  the  trials  already 
provided  for  in  the  '  General  programme  of  competitive  trials,'  which  has  al- 
ready been  approved  by  the  Department. 

"  The  board  proposes,  in  carrying  out  the  trials  prescribed  in  that  programme, 
to  use  all  due  discretion  in  affording  to  the  various  competitors  proper  oppor- 
tunity of  fully  demonstrating  the  qualities  their  vessels  possess  for  successfully 
carryinff  on  the  oi>erations  of  submarine  warfare,  but  it  believes  it  to  be  unde- 
drable  to  encumber  the  programme  with  unnecessary  trials.  The  trials  should 
demonstrate  the  ability  of  the  competing  vessels  to  actually  perform,  under  as 
nearly  as  possible  service  conditions,  the  operations  of  attack  that  would  most 
frequently  be  followed  in  submarine  warfare,  rather  than  to  bring  into  promi- 
nence the  possession  of  some  patented  feature  of  design  that  is  the  exclusive 
property  of  one  contestant  and  which  does  not  materially  add  to  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  vessel." 

For  the  above  reasons  it  is  considered  desirable  that  no  change  be  made  in 
the  programme  of  trials  already  approved  by  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 
Thk  I^ake  Tobfedo  Boat  Compawy, 

Netoport,  R.  I, 


(42.) 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)MPANY, 
Bridgeport,  Conn,,  December  21,  1903, 
Sib:  We  are  now  ready  for  the  services  of  Lieut.  John  Halllgan,  jr.,  to  assist 
us  in  torpedo  practice  preparatory  to  the  trial  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boat 
Protector. 

We  were  assured  on  our  recent  visit  to  the  Department  that  he  would  be  per- 
mitted, to  join  us  temporarily  for  this  purpose,  in  view  of  his  familiarity  with 
the  Protector  and  her  method  of  handling  the  torpedoes. 
Very  respectfully, 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
By  Simon  Lake,  President, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


(43.) 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  December  20,  1903. 
8ib:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  2l8t  instant,  the  Bureau  has  to-day  or- 
dered Lieut.  John  Halligan,  Jr.,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  for  special  temporary  duty  in  connection  with  the  trial  of  the 
Protector,  and  to  return  on  board  the  U.  S.  8.  Glacier  by  January  10,  1904. 
Respectfully, 

J.  E.  PiLLSBUHY, 

Assistant  to  Bureau, 
The  I^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Bridgeport,  Conn, 


(44.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Newport,  R.  I,,  January  2,  190^. 
8im:  We  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Department  the  aubmarine  boat  Protector,  now  at  Newport,  R.  L,  is  ready  for 
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trial  in  accordance  with  the  programme  of  tests  as  formulated  and  published 
by  the  board  of  inspectors  and  survey  and  promulgated  by  them  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Under  the  act  authorizing  the  test,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  there  was 
contemplated  an  actual  competitive  test  under  like  conditions  of  sea  and 
weather,  so  far  as  the  same  could  be  obtained  between  the  type  of  vessel  con- 
structed by  us  and  other  types  designed  for  a  similar  purpose,  whether  ovmed 
by  the  (Tovemnieut  or  by  others,  and  that  in  this  manner  the  Department  could 
be  best  advised  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  respective  types.  If,  however, 
the  Department,  for  reasons  which  commend  themselves  to  its  best  Judgment, 
prefers  that  such  actual  competition  should  not  take  place  between  the  boats 
owned  by  the  Government  and  those  of  the  Protector  type,  and  in  the  absence 
of  other  competitors,  we  confidently  believe  that  the  opportunity  will  be  given 
this  company  at  the  time  of  such  trial  to  show  the  full  capabilities  of  the  boat 
by  it  entered,  and  for  the  information  of  the  Department  full  record  of  its 
capabilities  and  actual  work  will  be  made. 

It  is  also  confidently  believed  that  in  the  event  of  other  trials  of  boats  of 
this  type  under  Government  supervision,  an  opportunity  will  be  given  for  an 
actual  competitive  test  under  like  conditions. 

We  are  cognizant  that  our  present  screws  do  not  give  a  reasonable  account  in 
speed  of  the  actual  power  of  the  boat's  engines  and  motors ;  and  we  trust  that 
due  record  will  be  made  in  the  board's  report  of  the  facts  in  the  case  and  the 
conditions  now  involved. 

We  shall  be  pleased,  at  your  pleasure,  to  learn  of  the  time  and  place  when  it 
will  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Department  to  direct  that  the  trials  shall  take 
place. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  0. 

By  Simon  Lake,  President, 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Depabtment,  January  4,  190Ji. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  report  and 
recommendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second   Indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  6,  190k. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  board  will  proceed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  for  the  trial  of  the  Protector  as  soon 
as  Narragansett  Bay  is  clear  of  ice. 

O.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U,  S.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(46.) 
[Telegrams.] 

Washington,  January  5,  1904. 

Simon  Lake, 

Submarine  Torpedo  Boat  Protector,  Newport,  R,  I.: 
Weather  and  other  circumstances  permitthig,  the  board  expects  to  reach 
Newport  Monday,  11th  instant,  and  begin  trials  of  Protector  following  day. 

Train. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  9,  1904, 
SufON  Lake, 

Submarine  Torpedo  Boat  Protector,  Newport,  R.  L: 
Board  will  arrive  for  trials  Protector  at  9  a.  m.  Tuesday,  12th  instant. 

Train. 


(4a) 


Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  January  7,  190Ji. 
SiBS :  Replying  to  yoar  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  reporting  the  submarine  boat 
Protector  now  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  ready  for  trial,  in  accordance  with  the 
programme  of  tests  as  formulated  and  published  by  the  board  of  inspection  and 
sarvey  and  promulgated  by  them  for  that  purpose,  I  have  to  Inform  you  that 
the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  will  proceed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  for  the  trial 
of  the  Protector  as  soon  as  Narragansett  Bay  is  clear  of  ice. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary, 
The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

Newport,  R,  I. 


(47.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Newport,  R.  /.,  January  11,  190J^, 

Sib:  It  is  our  desire  to  anticipate  the  examination  of  the  Prelector  by  the 
board  of  inspection  and  survey  by  a  brief  statement  regarding  certain  of  the 
present  features  of  the  boat.  We  believe  we  may  thus  facilitate  the  board's 
worlc  and  help  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  craft's  condition  and  probable 
performance. 

The  speed  and  endnrance  of  the  Protector  will  fall  considerably  below  our 
original  estimate.  This  will  be  due  to  the  present  inefficient  screws — fitted  the 
day  before  we  left  Brld^fport — ^which  have  been  tried  out  progressively  over 
the  official  mile  course  since  our  arrival  here.  The  results  of  these  trials  are 
given  in  tlie  following  table,  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  verified  by  the 
board  and  incorporated  accordingly  in  its  report.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  ratio 
of  slip  is  out  of  all  reason  and  that  speeds  are  way  below  the  proper  resultants 
of  the  po^ver  of  the  engines  under  their  various  conditions.  New  screws  have 
been  designed,  based  upon  the  findings  of  these  performances,  and  corrections 
have  becsi  made  which  promise  us  a  speed  of  10  knots  under  light  cruising 
condition. 


Average  runs  of  Protector  over  Government  course  of  1  knot  at  Newport, 
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lo  trial  No.  4  the  engines  developed  249  horsepower  and  the  motors  141  horsepower,  making  a 
total  of  415  horeepower  for  both. 
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The  iiistaHatlou  of  these  new  screws,  which  must  await  return  to  our  home 
waters,  where  proper  mechanical  facilities  may  be  secured,  will  involve  the 
fitting  of  new  shafts  and  a  modification  and  rearrangement  of  our  rudders,  both 
vertical  and  horizontal.-  The  change  to  the  vertical  rudder  will  be  a  material 
improvement  to  the  navigational  power  of  the  boat  by  bringing  that  rudder  di- 
rectly in  the  sweep  of  the  thrust  from  the  propellers. 

Apropos  of  the  steering  gear  of  the  craft,  we  should  also  advise  the  board  ' 
that  the  present  handwheel  to  the  hydroplane  controlling  gear  is  not  of  suffi- 
cient size  to  give  the  speediest  manipulation  that  may  be  desirable  in  active 
service,  and  that,  too,  it  is  our  intention  to  improve. 

The  batteries  now  in  the  Protector  have  l)een  installed  for  more  than  a  year, 
and  while  examination  will  disclose  a  very  satisfactory  condition  of  the  plates 
after  that  lai>8e  of  time,  certahd  mechanical  details  are  subject  to  improvement. 
The  present  supporting  lugs,  while  considerably  heavier  than  those  required  In 
shore  installations,  have  been  strained  by  the  wracking  effect  of  the  heavy  seas 
the  boat  has  been  exposed  to  since  her  commissioning  a  year  ago.  We  submit 
herewith  a  model  cell  showing  an  improved  crossbar  and  connections,  which  we 
are  sure  will  obviate  further  trouble. 

Should  the  Inmrd,  after  the  exnmhiiition  of  the  boat,  fln:I  her  suitable  for 
naval  service  and  so  roconinieud,  we,  contingent  upon  that  encouragement,  will 
make  all  of  these  iniprovenientH  at  our  expense  before  turning  the  vessel  over 
•  to  the  Governuient. 

Very  resi)ect fully. 

The  I^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Simon  Lake,  President, 
('apt.  C.  .1.  Train, 

Prrsitfrnt  Hoard  of  Inspection  and  »Sw;*rri/.  V,  S.  \ary. 


(48.) 

Hoard  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Waahington,  D.  C,  January  16,  1904. 
Sir:  1.  In  cihedience  to  the  Department's  order,  the  board  of  Inspection  and 
survey  as.senibled  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  instant.  In  order  to 
proceed  with  the  trials  of  the  Lake  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector,  under 
the  "  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1904.  and  for  other  i)urposes,"  approved  March  3,  1903. 

2.  The  Protector  was  taken  from  her  dock  at  the  torpedo  station  and  an 
endeavor  made  to  bring  her  to  the  measured  mile  in  Narragansett  Bay  for  the 
puri)ose  of  determining  her  maximum  speed  in  conformity  with  the  "  Greneral 
programme  of  comi)etitive  trials  of  subsurface  and  submarine  boats"  as  ap- 
proved by  the  Department.  Heavy  floe  ice  was,  however,  encountered  which 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Protector  to  proceed  over  the  course,  and  after 
waiting  for  several  hours  and  finding  no  change  in  the  conditions,  the  vessel 
was  taken  back  to  the  torpedo  station. 

3.  In  view  of  the  conditions  noticed  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  ice  now  in 
Narragansett  Ray  and  the  adjacent  waters  of  the  open  sea,  the  board  believed 
that  it  would  not  he  iTossible  to  properly  tiy  this  vessel  for  several  weeks, 
as  it  will  reciuire  at  least  that  time  in  order  to  render  the  waters  where 
the  trial  is  to  be  held — both  within  the  bay  and  at  sea  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Block  Islainl — entirely  clear  of  ice.  The  slender  signal  mast,  which  is  no  part 
of  the  regular  outfit  of  the  boat  but  is  an  essential  feature  of  her  fittings  for 
trial  puriK)ses.  so  as  to  indicate  her  position  when  below  the  surface,  would  be 
broken  by  contact  with  even  a  moderate  size  cake  of  ice  when  the  vessel  was 
running  submerged,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  no  Ice  should  be  present 
at  the  thiie  the  trials  are  held.  The  board  therefore  adjourned  until  the 
weather  conditions  are  such  as  to  permit  these  trials  to  be  resumed. 

4.  At  the  »n)ard's  meeting,  on  the  12th  instant,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany presente<l  a  letter  to  the  board  which  is  hereto  appended  marked  '^A," 
which,  in  the  board's  opinion,  merits  the  Department's  most  careful  consider- 
ation. In  this  letter  the  company  admit  that  their  boat  as  presented  for  trial 
has  serious  defects  that  affect  the  elflclency  of  the  screws,  the  arrangement  of 
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the  rodders,  and  the  construction  of  the  storage  batteries  by  which  the  boat  is 
propelled  wtien  entirely  submerged. 

5.  Although  these  defects  seriously  affect  the  speed  of  the  vessel,  Its  endur- 
ance— ^both  under  the  electric  motors  and  the  gasoline  engines — and  other  im- 
portant qualities  of  the  vessel,  they  requested  an  immediate  trial  of  the 
Frotector^  proposing  that  if  the  Government  would  agree  to  accept  their  vessel, 
tliey  would  then  correct  these  defects  and  deliver  to  the  Government  a  much 
more  efficient  vessel  than  that  which  they  then  presented  for  trial. 

6.  In  the  hoard's  opinion,  this  proposition  is  entirely  in  conflict  with  both  the 
R[>lrit  and  letter  of  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  this  trial  is  held,  and  in 
order  to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  and  prevent  the  possibility  of  undesirable 
controversies  following  the  trial  of  any  vessel  which  may  be  authorized  In 
accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to  above,  and  to  preserve  strict. 
impartiality  to  all  competitors,  it  is  recommended  that  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  he  informed  as  follows: 

"The  naval  appropriation  act  approved  March  3,  1903,  authorizing  the  De- 
I^rtment  to  contract  for  or  purchase  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats, 
provided  that  said  purchase  or  contract  should  be  preceded  by  comparisons  or 
(■«^>nipetition8  with  the  boats  already  in  the  Government's  possession  or  those  of 
any  private  competitor.  In  order  to  afford  a  basis  for  these  comparisons  or 
competitions  and  to  determine  whether  the  boats  presented  for  trial  would,  if 
accepted  by  the  Xavy  Department,  fulfill  all  reasonable  requirements  for  sub- 
marine warfare,  the  Department  prepared  a  "  General  programme  of  competi- 
tive trials  of  subsurface  and  submarine  boats,"  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished 
to  ail  competitors  who  had  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  these  tests.  Since  the 
act,  under  which  these  tests  are  conducted  In  accordance  with  this  programme, 
provides  for  the  tests  of  a  completed  boat,  the  actual  results  attained  by  said 
boats  when  tested  by  the  trial  board  will  be  considered  as  final  for  the  pur- 
poses provided  for  in  this  act.  It  is  desired,  therefore,  that  before  you  apply 
for  a  competitive  trial  of  your  boat  you  will  furnish  the  Department  with  a 
formal  statement  in  writing  to  the  following  effect,  viz : 

** "  That  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at  that  time 
finally  completed,  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  act,  the  results  which  your  boat  Is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the 
present  time.' 

**  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  clearly  understood,  as,  in  view  of  the  com- 
petitive character  of  these  trials,  the  Department  can  not  allow  them  to  be 
repeated,  but  will  insist  that  the  results  of  these  trials,  when  once  held,  must 
be  considered  as  final  in  the  matter  of  determining  the  relative  merits,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  of  the  various  competing  boats." 

7.  It  is  recommended  that  similar  communications  be  sent  to  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  and  any  other  i)erson8  who  may  have  applied  for  per- 
mission to  submit  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats  for  tests  under  the 
act  in  question. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Tbain, 

Captain  J  U.  *S.  A'arj/,  President. 
J  J.  C.  Logan, 
Captain,  V.  8.  Navy,  Member. 
J.  J.  Woodward. 
Naval  Constructor,  U,  8.  Navy,  Member, 

W.   C.   COWLES, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  Member  and  Recorder, 
1.  S.  K.  Reeves, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  Member, 
The  Kecbetaby  of  the  Xavy. 

(49.) 

[IncloBure  A.] 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Newport,  R,  I,,  January  It,  190^, 
S«-  It  is  our  desire  to  anticipate  the  examination  of  the  Protector  by  the 
boatd  of  Inspection  and  survey  by  a  bric^  statement  regarding  certain  of  the 
DTesent  features  of  the  boat.  We  believe  we  may  thus  facilitate  the  board's 
work  and  help  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  craft's  condition  and  probable 
poformance. 
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The  speed  and  endurance  of  the  Protector  will  fall  considerably  below  onr 
original  estimate.  This  will  be  due  to  the  present  inefHcient  screws — ^fitted  the 
day  before  we  left  Bridgeport — which  have  been  tried  out  progressively  over 
the  official  mile  course  since  our  arrival  here.  The  results  of  these  trials  are 
given  in  the  following  table,  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  verified  by  the 
lK)ard  and  incorporated  accordingly  in  its  report.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  ratio 
of  slip  is  out  of  all  reason,  and  that  speeds  are  way  below  the  proper  resultants 
of  the  power  of  the  engines  under  their  various  conditions.  New  screws  have 
been  designed,  based  upon  the  findings  of  these  performances,  and  corrections 
have  been  made  which  promise  us  a  speed  of  10  knots  under  light  cruising 
condition. 

Average  runs  of  Protector  over  Oovemment  course  of  1  knot  at  Netcport. 
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In  trial  No.  4  the  engines  developed  249  horsepower  and  the  motors  141  horsepower,  making  a 
total  of  416  horsepower  for  both. 

The  installation  of  these  new  screws,  which  must  await  return  to  our  home 
waters  where  proper  mechanical  facilities  may  be  secured,  will  involve  the  fitting 
of  new  shafts  and  a  mocliflcatlon  and  rearrangement  of  our  rudders,  both  verti- 
cal and  horizontal.  The  change  to  the  vertical  rudder  will  be  a  material  im- 
provement to  the  navigational  power  of  the  boat  by  bringing  that  rudder 
directly  in  the  sweep  of  the  thrust  from  the  propellers. 

Apropos  of  the  stearing  gear  of  the  craft,  we  should  also  advise  the  board 
that  the  present  handwheel  to  the  hydroplane-controlling  gear  is  not  of  suflB- 
clent  size  to  give  the  speediest  manipulation  that  may  be  desirable  in  active 
service,  and  that,  too,  it  Is  our  intention  to  improve. 

The  batteries  now  in  the  Protector  have  been  installed  for  more  than  a  year, 
and  while  examination  will  disclose  a  very  satisfactory  condition  of  the  plates 
after  that  lapse  of  time,  certain  mechanical  details  are  subject  to  Improvement. 
The  present  supporting  lugs,  while  considerably  heavier  than  those  required  in 
shore  installations,  have  been  strained  by  the  racking  effect  of  the  heavy  seas 
the  boat  has  been  exposed  to  since  her  commissioning  a  year  ago.  We  submit 
herewith  a  model  cell  showing  an  improved  crossbar  and  connections  which  we 
are  sure  will  obviate  further  trouble. 

Should  the  board,  after  the  examination  of  the  boat,  find  her  suitable  for 
naval  service  and  so  recommend,  we,  contingent  upon  that  encouragement,  will 
make  all  of  these  Improvements  at  our  expense  before  turning  the  vessel  over 
to  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Simon   Lake,   President. 

Capt.  C.  J.  Train, 

President  Board  of  Inspeclion  and  Survey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[First  Indorsement] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  14,  1904. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Depfirtment, 

The  within  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  board  with  Department's  letter  dated 
June  13,  1904. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  V.  S.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
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(50.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  January  19,  190^, 

Sirs:  Your  letter  of  Janunry  11,  IIKM,  to  the  b<n\r(\  of  ln8i)ection  and  survey, 
relative  to  the  test  of  the  submariue  boat  Protector,  has  been  referred  to  the 
l)ei«irtnieut.  You  are  informed  that  the  naval  appropri.ition  act  approved 
Marc-h  3,  1903,  authorizing  the  Department  to  contnjct  for  or  purchaw  subsur- 
face or  submarine  tori)€Klo  boats  provided  that  said  purchase  or  contract  should 
be  precedeil  by  comparisons  or  comi>etition8  with  the  boats  already  in  the  Gov- 
ernment's i)08session  or  those  of  any  private  competitor.  In  order  to  afford  a 
basis  for  these  comparisons  and  to  determine  whether  the  boats  presented  for 
trial  would,  if  accepted  by  the  Department,  fulfill  all  reasonable  requirements 
for  submarine  warfare,  the  Department  prepared  a  **  general  programme  of  com- 
petitive tials  of  subsurface  and  submarine  boats,"  a  copy  of  which  was  fur- 
nished to  all  comi)etitor8  who  had  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  these  tests. 

Since  the  act  under  which  these  tests  are  conducted  in  accordance  with  this 
projn^mme  provides  for  the  test  of  a  completed  boat,  the  actual  results  attained 
by  said  boats  when  tested  by  the  trinl  board  will  be  considered  as  final  for  the 
purposes  provided  for  in  this  act.  It  is  desired,  therefore,  that  before  you  apply 
for  a  competitive  trial  of  your  boat,  you  will  furnish  the  Department  with  a 
formal  statement  In  writing  to  the  following  effect,  viz : 

"That  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at  that  time 
finally  completed  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  act,  the  results  which  your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the 
present  time." 

It  is  important  that  this  should  be  clearly  understood,  as,  in  view  of  the  com- 
petitive character  of  these  trials,  the  Department  can  not  allow  them  to  be 
repeated,  but  will  insist  that  the  results  of  these  trials  when  once  held  must 
be  considered  as  final  In  the  matter  of  determining  the  relative  merits,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  of  the  various  competing  boats. 
Respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Dablino,  Acting  Secretary, 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

liridgeportj  Conn. 


(61.) 

Navy  Department, 
BoABO  OF  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  May  16,  190 j. 
Sir:  The  board  desires  to  inform  you  that  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany has  reported  to  the  Navy  Department  that  their  submarine  boat  will  be 
reedy  for  competitive  or  comparative  trials  In  accordance  with  the  act  making 
appropriations  for  this  purpose  on  the  30th  Instant,  and  to  suggest  that  If  your 
boat  should  be  at  the  same  time  In  all  respects  ready  for  this  trial  it  would 
be  of  advantage  for  trial  puriK>ses  that  the  two  boats  be  tried  at  the  same 
time.  In  this  connection  It  may  be  stated  that  the  l)oard  will  proceed  with 
the  trial  of  the  Holland  boat  as  soon  after  the  30th  instant  as  practicable.  It 
iR  requested  that  the  board  be  Informed  of  your  intentions  in  this  matter  at 
as  early  a  date  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  U,  8,  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
Mr.  Simon  Lake, 

President  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


(62.) 

Ijikf  Toritedo  Boat  Company's  protest  against  the  publication  of  report  of  the 
hftard  fm  inspection  and  survey  on  Fulton  and  submarines,  containing  only 
partial  reference  to  Protector,  request  of  nonapproval  of  report,  and  the 
granting  of  an  appeal  to  the  Navy  Department  under  acts  of  JOO'j  and  1905. 

Office  of  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Co., 

Washington,  June  2Ji,  190Ji. 
Hon.  William  H.  Moody, 

Heeretary  of  the  Navy,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  For  reasons  hereinafter  stated,  on  behalf  of  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany, a  protest  is  entered  against  the  publication  of  the  report  made  by  the 


952  HEABINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION  2»S. 

board  of  inspection  and  survey  on  the  Fulton  and  submarines  generally,  wbi<*h 
has  just  been  submitted  to  you,  unless  the  same  be  first  modified  by  striking 
out  all  references  to  the  Protector  or  including  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  the 
Protector. 

Your  nouapproval  and  the  allowance  of  an  appeal  from  the  board  to  the 
Navy  Department  is  respectfully  asked. 

The  law  provides : 

'*And  provided  further,  That  before  any  subsurface  or  submarine  torjiotlo 
boat  is  purchased  or  contracted  for  It  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment as  fulfilling  all  reasonable  requirements  for  submarine  warfare  and  shall 
have  been  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

The  report  which  has  been  submitted  by  inference  declares  the  Fulton  tyi»o 
to  fulfill  alone  all  reasonable  requirements  of  submarine  warfare  and  inferen- 
tlally  condemns  boats  of  the  I^ke  type. 

The  Protector  has  never  had  the  trial  or  comparison  contemplated  by  law.  It 
is  not  properly  the  subject  of  partial  and  misleading  comparison  with  the 
Fulton,  nor  can  the  Fulton  be  compared  with  it. 

In  all  fairness  it  should  not  form  the  subject  of  consideration  or  be  referral 
to  unless  its  merits,  which  have  been  conceded  in  public  reports,  be  fairly  set 
forth,  as  well  as  features  which  to  the  reporting  board  may  seem  to.be  defects. 

No  complete  test  of  the  Protector  by  comparison  or  otherwise  has  ever  been 
given  by  the  members  of  the  board  who  submit  to  you  their  report. 

They  have  no  warrant  to  indulge  in  invidious  or  disparaging  comparisons, 
even  if  the  right  to  refer  to  the  Protector  be  conceded  to  them. 

Their  statements  as  "  to  serious  defects  "  in  the  Protector  are  disingenuous. 

The  inferences  which  they  would  have  you  draw  that  if  the  Department 
would  agree  to  accept  the  Lake  vessel  the  company  would  correct  defects  and 
deliver  •*a  much  more  efficient  vessel  than  that  which  they  at  that  time  pre- 
sented for  trial,"  are  not  warranted  by  any  statements  made  to  the  board  or 
any  letter  on  file. 

We  are  reluctantly  led  to  believe  that  the  withholding  of  essential  facts  and 
the  manifest  bias  shown  in  the  report  are  the  result  of  a  deep  interest  and 
prejudice  in  favor  of  the  Holland  type  of  submarine  which  exists  in  the  mind 
of  the  member  who  is  responsible  for  the  language  of  the  reiK)rt,  and  that  this 
judicial  discretion  has  been  disenthroned  by  an  overzealous  Interest  and  ob- 
stinacy of  opinion. 

We  further  protest  against  the  publication  of  the  report  unless  first  amendeti. 
as  requested,  because  of  the — 

1.  Manifest  bias  of  its  inspiring  author. 

2.  The  prejudicial  statements  against  the  Protectory  which  are  not  warrante<l. 

3.  The  omission,  after  request  of  June  1,  1903,  and  November  30,  11)03,  to 
provide  for  any  required  tests  which  would  show  the  si^ecial  features  |K>ssessiNi 
by  the  Protector  tending  to  make  it  a  more  efficient  weapon  of  submarine  warfare 
than  the  Holland  and  demonstrating  *'  maximum  speed,  using  motors  and 
engines  combined,"  "endurance  of  gasoline  engines  alone  in  prolonged  run  at 
sea,"  "as  from  Newport  to  New  York  by  outside  route,"  "ability  to  operate 
in  rough  seas." 

4.  The  neglect  to  mention  the  refusal  of  the  board  of  the  request  of  this  com- 
pany for  a  competitive  test  of  the  Protector  with  one  of  the  Government  Hollands, 
as  provided  by  law. 

5.  The  omission  to  state  in  ii  r«|)ort.  considering  the  Protector  partially  an<l 
by  Inference,  the  conclusions  of  the  Third  Division  of  the  General  Staff  with 
reference  to  the  Lake  boat,  formed  after  a  later  test  made  by  Army  and  a 
previous  test  of  Holland,  namely: 

"These  features  are  believed  to  give  this  (Tjike)  boat  a  superiority  over 
the  Holland  boats,  another  tyiH%  of  which  the  Navy  has  seven.  There  Is  no 
doubt  that  boats  of  the  I-rfike  type  can  do  all  that  the  Holland  can  do  and  bo 
used  in  addition  for  mining,  countermining,  cutting  cables,  repairing  junction 
tK)xes,  and  other  work  on  the  harbor  bottom.  ♦  *  ♦  It  will  give  the  near«»st 
approach  to  absolute  protection  known  to  l)oard." 

The  board,  whose  report  is  under  consideration,  knew  of  the  reiH>rt  of  the 
expert  board  of  artillery  officers  from  the  School  of  Submarine  Defense,  Fort 
Totten,  N.  Y.,  dated  January  1,  1904. 

They  had  knowledge  of  Special  Order  No.  20,  dated  January  24,  1904,  issu<Ml, 
by  the  Adjutant-General,  and  were  acquainted  with  memorandum  report  No. 
19  of  the  Third  Division  of  the  General  Staff. 

These  reiwrts  recommended  the  purchase  of  Lake  boats,  etc. 
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Bnt  a  careful  cxaniiimtlon  of  the  report  submitted  to  you  falls  to  disclose 
any  reference  to  tliis  fact,  or  any  explanatiiiis  why  the  findings  of  those  boards 
were  utterly  disregarded  and  ignored. 

(J.  As  announced  to  you  by  Constructor  Woodward,  the  report  lias  t>een  **  spe- 
cially pre(iared  for  publication."    On  its  face  this  is  niainfestly  so. 

It  assumes  the  form  of  an  official,  pictorial  advertisement  of  the  Holland 
h*»ati».  It  seeks,  under  Government  auspices,  to  discredit  a  rival  boat  and  malce 
tlie  United  States  Government  a  party  to  an  undignified  and  discreditable  ad- 
vertising scheme,  studiously  ignoring  and  indulging  in  insidious  and  irrelevant 
reference  to  another  tyi)e  of  boat,  already  highly  recommended  by  the  General 
Stair  of  the  Army. 

7.  There  apr>ears  to  be  no  good  reason  at  this  particular  time  why  the  Navy 
Department  should  now  depart  from  its  policy  to  refuse  any  information  on 
sobmarines  to  the  public — even  Congress  (except  in  one  instance,  when  corre- 
spondence on  file  in  the  Department  was  obtained  by  a  member  of  the 
Senate). 

8.  In  other  respects  the  report  is  self-contradictory  and  in  its  recommenda- 
tUms  violates  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  acts  of  (^'ongress  for  years  1904 
asd  1905. 

The  I>ake  Tori»e<lo  Boat  Company  would  further  ask  for  the  allowance  of  an 
appeal  from  the  findings  and  recommendations  in  the  report  of  the  board  to 
the  Navy  Department  for  consideration  of  "all  reasonable  requirements  for 
sabmarine  warfare,"  as  provided  by  law,  for  the  several  reasons  hereinafter 
set  forth: 

1.  The  findings  and  recommendations  are  contrary  to  the  facts  disclosed 
in  the  report,  and  do  not  show  that  the  Fulton  meets  "  all  reasonable  require- 
ments "  and  is  "  superior  to  Government  submarines,"  because  the  Fulton 
speed  was  less  than  Adder,  and  she  failed,  among  other  things,  to  do  the  only 
thing  glie  was  built  for — namely,  hit  a  target  in  a  reasonable  number  of  shots. 

2.  It  appears  that  the  Fulton  has  been  compared  with  the  Holland  boat  al- 
ready owned  by  the  Government,  thus  making  the  Holland  type  the  standard 
of  comparison,  notwithstanding  its  condemnation  by  chiefs  of  bureau  of  your 
Department,  and  in  utter  disregard  of  a  type  of  boat  that  the  General  Staff 
has  declared  to  be  superior  to  the  Holland. 

3.  According  to  a  circular  issued  by  your  Department,  a  submarine  l>oat,  to 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Navy  Department  for  the  purposes  indicated,  should 
possess  the  following  requirements,  stated  in  order  of  importance: 

(1)  Safety. 

(2)  Facility  and  certainty  of  action  when  submerged. 

(3)  Speed  when  running  on  the  surface. 

(4)  Speed    when   submerged. 

(5)  Endurance  when  submerged  and  on  surface. 

(6)  Offensive  power. 

(7)  Visibility  of  object  to  be  attacked. 

The  report  states  the  Fulton  speed  to  be :  Light,  7.863  knots ;  cruising,  6.133 
knots:  submerged.  6.7.5  knots. 

The  Adder,  by  which  the  board  gives  a  superiority  to  the  Fulton,  made 
an  official  record  of:    I^ight,  8.732;  awash,  8.12;  submerged,  7.08  knots. 

With  less  speed  than  the  Adder,  the  Fulton  is  declared  to  be  superior  to 
the  Government  submarines.    Comment  is  unnecessary. 

The  Fulton  failed  to  hit  target.    Comment  is  unnecessary. 

The  type  with  which  the  Fulton  has  been  compared  does  not  possess  the 
eight  requirements  satisfactorily,  as  appears  from  the  testlmoney  of  Rear- 
Admirals  Bowles,  Melville,  O'Nell,  and  Bradford. 

Nowhere  in  the  report  submitted  to  you  does  it  appear,  except  in  some 
nnessential  features  not  affecting  results,  that  the  Fulton  Is  superior  to  the 
Adder  in  these  essential  and  "  reasonable  requirements." 

4.  From  the  report  it  appears  that  the  Department  should  pass  upon  the 
firing  efficiency  of  the  Fulton  in  meeting  "  reasonable  requirements "  in  dis- 
charging torpedoes — an  essential  feature  of  submarines,  It  is  submitted. 

'i.  From  the  statements  made  In  report,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Fulton 
meets  such  **  reasonable  requirements  "  as  should  commend  it,  or  boats  of  Its 
type,  to  your  satisfaction  or  the  Department,  as  provided  by  law.  Having 
failed  absolutely  in  all  attempts  to  do  what  It  reasonably  should  be  required 
to  do  as  an  effective  submarine  and  must  necessarily  do  if  it  would  prove 
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an  efficient  weaix)n  of  warfare  and  satisfy  you,  namely,  hit  a  target  with  a 
reasonable  degree  of  certainty  and  frequency,  after  three  several  attempts. 

6.  In  Its  recommendations  the  board  seems  to  have  utterly  ignored  "  reason- 
able requirements"  as  measured  by  the  needs  of  coast  defense.  The  army 
staff  made  the  following  statement: 

"  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  boats  of  the  Lake  Protector  type  would  be 
a  most  valuable  adjunct  to  harbor  defense  from  an  Army  standpoint." 

And  Congress,  we  gather,  had  in  view  the  requirements  of  the  Army  as  well 
as  the  Navy,  as  shown  by  its  action. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  recommendations  of  the  board  as  to  the  number  of 
Hollands  to  be  purchased,  if  acted  upon  by  you,  would  preclude  any  test,  com- 
petitive or  otherwise,  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1904,  and  this  would  be,  we 
resi^ectfully  submit,  In  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  1905. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  statute  did  not  contemplate  that  the 
board  on  inspection  and  survey  should  do  more  than  to  make  a  report  with 
recommendations,  and  that  what  were  "  reasonable  requirements "  should  l>e 
determined  by  the  Navy  Department  and  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

We  accordhigly  ask  that  the  Navy  Department  be  given  the  opportunity 
contemplated  by  law  to  pass  on  "  reasonable  requirements." 

We  know  that  it  is  your  desire  that  the  Government  should  purchase  sub- 
marines only  after  the  fullest  and  fairest  test  or  comparison  in  order  that  the 
Government  may  become  the  owner  of  the  boats  of  greatest  efficiency. 

It  would  appear  from  the  records  that  the  request  of  this  company  to  have 
comi>etit^ve  test  with  the  Holland  Government  submarine  was  refused,  and  that 
there  has  not  been  up  to  this  time  an  actual  comparison  between  the  Fulton 
and  the  I>.ake  boat. 

The  only  report  of  examinations  on  behalf  of  the  Government  on  file  Js  that 
of  the  army  board  and  staff,  which  tested  the  Holland  and  Lake  boat  and  de- 
clared the  Lake  boat  was  superior. 

In  view  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  it  is  respectfully  urged  that  the  Govern- 
ment Is  not  warranted  In  making  the  contracts  as  recommended  by  the  report. 

At  the  time  of  notice  of  the  recent  test  It  was  impossible  for  this  company  to 
be  at  Newport  with  the  Protector  for  a  competitive  test  with  the  FuUon,  a  thing 
the  Lake  company  had  long  sought,  but  which  had  been  declined  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Holland  comi)any. 

It  had  been  Intimated  to  officers  of  this  company  by  a  member  of  the  board 
that  the  Protector  would  not  be  purchased,  but  if  witisfactory,  only  contractwl 
to  be  built.  The  report  proves  the  Intimation  by  recommending  not  purchase, 
but  contract  for  Hollands— the  Fulton  not  being  for  sale  to  the  United  States 
either  before  or  after  tests,  as  was  Intimated  to  you. 

In  view  of  the  experiences,  the  Lake  company,  unable  to  get  satisfactory 
tests,  was  obliged  to  seek  present  profit  and  such  reward  as  awaited  It  abroad. 

Should  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  conclude  to  contract  for  the  building  of  submarine 
boats,  relying  upon  comparisons  alone,  this  company  respectfully  asks  your 
consideration  of  the  matters  set  out  In  the  army  reports,  hereto  attached,  and 
requests  the  contract  of  boats  under  like  conditions  with  others. 

However,  before  any  contracts  are  awarded,  the  following  suggestion  is 
respectfully  offered  for  your  serious  consideration,  namely,  that  what  may 
constitute  "  reasonable  requirements "  be  first  determined  by  the  (General 
Board;  or,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Navy,  at  Its  own  request,  obtained 
jurisdiction  over  the  rcconmiendations  of  the  army  board  and  staff  report  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress,  such  requirements  be  determined  by  the  joint  Army- 
Navy  board. 

This  company  is  ready  to  build,  under  Government  inspection,  a  boat  which 
will  meet  all  the  performances  of  the  Fulton  and  contain  many  additional  well- 
known  features,  which  will  render  it  a  more  efficient  weapon  for  submarine 
warfare  from  both  the  Army  and  Navy  standpoint.  It  will  give  a  bond  satis- 
factory as  to  amount  and  sufficiency  for  the  return  of  all  money  that  may  be 
paid  in  case  of  failure  to  construct  a  boat  that  will  fulfill  "  all  reasonable  re- 
quirements." 

Notice  is  hereby  given  of  the  infringement  of  Lake  patents  by  the  Government 
if  It  adopts  all  the  recommendations  of  the  board's  report  and  acts  thereon. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Very  truly,  yours,  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

By  Fred.  B.  Whitney,  Vice-President, 
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[First  Indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  June  25,  190^. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  its  considera- 
tion and  comment. 

Darling,  Assistant  Secretary. 

[Second  Indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  29,  190^, 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Navy  Department. 

After  a  careful  reexamination  of  the  report  referred  to  within,  the  board  can 
find  nothing  that  warrants  the  letter  of  the  vice-i)re8ldent  of  the  liake  Tori)edo 
Boat  Company. 

The  only  references  to  the  Protector  are  in  the  preliminary  statement  in  ex- 
planation of  the  delays  In  the  trials  authorized,  and  of  the  fact  that  only  one 
of  the  two  companies  that  originally  notified  the  Department  they  desired  to 
present  boats  for  trial,  was  represented.  No  ophdion  is  expressed  in  regard 
to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Protector,  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the 
president  of  the  l^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  from  which  material  is  used,  is 
given  in  full  in  the  appendix. 

Although  the  board  considers  the  report  itself  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
extraordinary  charges  made  in  this  letter,  it  is  possible  they  may  influence 
those  who  have  neither  the  time  nor  opportunity  to  examine  the  report.  It  is 
therefore  recommended  that  the  within  letter,  together  with  the  rei>ort  of  the 
board  of  inspection,  be  referred  for  consideration  to  the  board  on  construction, 
which.  In  Its  indorsement,  dated  July  21,  1003,  prepared  the  list  of  princUial 
points  to  be  considered,  from  which  the  programme  of  trials  was  formulated. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  V,  S,  Navy,  President  of  Board, 

[Third  Indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  July  2,  1904. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  on  construction. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk. 


(53.) 
Proceedings  held  in  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  June  2//,  190 i. 

Pres«it:  Secretary  Moody,  Assistant  Secretary  Darling,  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  and 
Mr.  Fred.  B.  Whitney. 

Secretary  Moody.  Judge  Darling  agrees  with  me  on  two  proiX)sltions — first, 
that  the  Department  has  the  legal  right  to  expend  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  1500,000  appropriated  in  the  act  of  1903  without  aflfecting  the  amount  that 
woald  be  available  for  expenditure  on  the  1st  of  July  under  the  act  of  1904, 
believing  that  the  $850,000  appropriated  In  the  last-named  act  is  to  be  made  up 
(1)  of  what,  if  anything,  there  Is  left  on  the  1st  day  of  July  over  from  the  1003 
appropriation,  and  (2)  from  a  sufficient  sum  of  new  money  appropriated  to 
make  up  the  $850,000.  We  agree,  second,  that  It  would  not  be  expedient  to 
expend  that  money  before  the  1st  day  of  July.  The  citations  which  Mr.  Hill 
has  made  from  the  debate  lead  us  both  to  believe  that  Congress  did  not  contem- 
plate that  we  should  expend  any  more  money  than  that  already  expended  out 
of  the  $500,000,  and  did  Intend  that  we  should  have  from  the  date  of  the  debate 
1850.000  more. 

Mr.  Hill.  Is  there  any  question  about  that? 

Secretary  Moody.  We  therefore  think  that  a  regard  for  Congress  and  a  de- 
sire to  comply  with  Its  real  wishes  should  lead  us.  In  the  absence  of  any  great 
pabllc  emergency,  to  refrain  from  further  use  of  the  $600,000.  Therefore  no 
action  will  be  taken  toward  the  expending  of  any  of  this  money  In  the  present 
fiscal  year. 
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Now,  then,  as  I  go  out  of  this  Department  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  it  is  not 
practicable  for  me  to  take  up  any  of  these  subjects,  because  I  have  no  power  to 
act  upon  them.  They  should  go  to  my  successor.  There  is,  however,  one  matter 
which  is  of  very  great  public  importance,  much  greater  than  this  appropriation, 
or  submarine  boats,  or  the  Navy  Itself,  for  that  matter.  That  is  the  question 
of  the  Integrity  of  these  ottlcers  who  make  up  this  board.  There  have  been 
vague  insinuations,  from  time  to  time,  in  this  or  that  quarter,  that  one  or  more 
meml)ers  of  this  board  hnve  been  imi)roj)erly  prejudlcwl — prejudiced  by  improjier 
means — by  improper  if  not  corrupt  methods.  If  this  is  so,  we  want  to  know  it 
in  the  Department.  Mr.  Whitney  related  to  me  the  other  day  some  conversa- 
tions he  had  had  with  Captain  Lake  which  would  indicate  that  something  was 
going  on  that  was  not  just  right.  I  then  said  to  him :  "  If  you  will  become  re- 
si)onsible  for  any  clmrjre  resptvtiug  the  liitefrrity  of  this  t>oard,  that  shall  be  tlie 
very  first  consideration.  No  action  of  any  kind  will  be  taken  until  that  subject 
is  investigated  rigidly.  If  you  will  become  responsible  for  these  ciiarges,  I 
will  appoint  a  board  which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  investigate  them  to 
the  limit.  I  will  appoint  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  the  head  of  that  board. 
Is  he  satisfactory V"  And  he  said,  "Entirely  so."  Mr.  Whitney  said  to-day, 
before  you  came,  Mr.  Hill,  that  he  is  not  prepared  to  make  any  charges  affecting 
the  integrity  of  this  board.  I  would  like  to  have  Mr.  Whitney  state,  whether 
or  not,  he  has  any  charges  which  he  thinks  ought  to  be  investigated. 

Mr.  Whitney.  I  think  there  has  been  bad  bias  on  the  part  of  some  members 
of  this  board,  and  there  is  correspondence  in  the  Department  which  will  show 
the  entire  thing. 

Secretiii*y  Moonv.  Is  there  anything  which  you  think  is  corrupt? 

Mr.  Whitney.  Do  you  mean  money  which  has  been  given  them?  I  know  of 
no  officers  who  have  received  any  money. 

Secretary  Moody.  Money  or  anything  else.  If  there  is  anything  of  this  kind 
going  on  I  want  to  put  an  electric  light  on  it. 

Mr.  Whitney.  What  I  say  is  hearsay,  and  I  believe  there  has  been  bias  and 
attempts  to  work  both  ends  from  the  middle.  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  that 
there  is  any  corruption. 

Secretary  Moody.  Or  anytliinu:  th.it  approacLt^s  or  resembles  corruption? 

Mr.  Whitney.  As  a  lawyer,  I  would  not  say  that  there  has  been  any. 

Secretary  Moody.  I  want  to  find  it  and  punish  it  if  it  is  there. 

Mr.  Hill.  I  know,  as  a  personal  participant  in  the  debates  of  Congress  and  as 
the  author  of  the  original  resolution,  what  the  intention  of  CJongress  was,  and 
it  was  that  the  United  States  (Government  should  phice  absolute  confidence  in  the 
discretion  of  William  H.  Moody  to  see  that  if  any  purchase  of  submarine  boats 
was  made  it  should  only  be  made  after  test,  and  that  it  should  be  determined 
by  actual  conii)etition,  not  a  theoretical  one.  and  I  l)elieve  that  the  Secretary, 
when  he  wrote  the  letter  of  July  2.3,  had  precisely  the  same  information.  Sub- 
sequent to  that  letter,  a  date  having  been  fixed,  I  came  here.  You  called  in 
Captain  Train,  and  it  was  learned  then  that  there  had  bee  a  postponement. 
The  boat  of  my  constituents  was  ready  to  go  into  the  contest,  and  it  was  an- 
nounced here  by  Captain  Train  that  the  other  boat  was  not  ready,  and  that  con- 
sequently there  would  be  a  postponement,  and  the  Secretary  himself  was  not 
aware  that  such  a  postponement  had  been  made  until  it  was  announced  here  in 
our  presence.  I  said  then  to  Captain  Train,  "  The  act  of  Congress  can  be  com- 
plied with  if  the  other  boat  is  not  ready,  for  it  distinctly  provides  that  a  Gov- 
ernment boat  may  be  the  comi)etitor  and  you  have  six  of  them,"  and  Captain 
Train's  reply  was  that  It  could  not  be,  for  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  Pro- 
tector outclassed  any  boat  which  the  Government  had  got. 

Secretary  Moody.  I  do  not  remember  about  this. 

Mr.  Hill.  Shortly  after  that  a  letter  was  written  from  the  l)oard  of  inspec- 
tion and  survey,  stating  that  they  would  hold  a  trial,  one  boat  at  a  time,  and  the 
Protector  people  never  have  been  able  to  get  a  competitive  test.  I  admit  that 
they  had  a  breakdown  at  one  trial  and  that  the  ice  covered  the  bay  at  another 
time.    The  act  of  Congress  never  has  been  carried  out. 

Secretary  Moody.  As  I  understand  it,  your  view  at  one  time  was  that  if  the 
Holland  people  would  not  come  up  to  the  scratch,  the  Government  should  put 
in  its  own  boat. 

Mr.  Hill.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  Government  declined  to  do  it. 

Secretary  Moody.  This  report  states,  in  the  first  place,  the  act  went  into  effect 
July  1,  1903.  On  July  23  a  letter  was  written  to  the  Lake  people  and  to  the 
Holland  people  that  tests  would  be  held,  etc.    The  date  was  set  at  October  15. 
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In  the  middle  of  September  the  Holland  people  informed  the  Department  that 
tiie  Fulton  would  not  be  ready. 

Mr.  Hill.  Having  preyionsly  testified  before  the  committee  that  th^  were 
ready  some  time  before. 

Secretary  Moody.  The  Department  then  decided  to  postpone  the  tests  until 
November  16,  and  both  companies  were  so  notified? 

Mr.  Hill.  Yes»  sir. 

Secretary  Moody.  On  November  7  the  board  reconmiended,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Fulton  conld  not  be  ready  for  trial  on  November  16,  that  they 
dK>ald  proceed  with  the  trial  of  the  Lake  boat  alone, 

Mr.  Hill.  And  I  claim  that  the  board,  throngh  their  own  action,  have  over- 
ruled the  act  of  Congress.  They  had  no  right  to  say  that;  unless  th^  were  pre- 
pared to  put  in  a  Gk>vemment  boat  as  a  competitor. 

Secretary  Moody.  The  test  may  be  either  by  competition  or  comparison,  and 
there  is  no  need  of  patting  in  a  Government  boat  of  whose  qualities  they  know. 
The  Lake  boat  came  there  prepared  to  meet  the  test,  and  then  Mr.  Lake  said 
she  was  not  ready  for  trial.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Lake  says  in  his  letter.  He 
describes  the  accident  by  which  certain  parts  of  the  machinery  were  injured 
and  then  says : 

**  We  have  made  an  examination  of  the  injury  this  morning  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  enter  into  trials  until  proper  repairs 
can  be  made.  To  do  this  we  must  go  into  dry  dock.  It  would  probably  be  at 
least  a  week  before  we  shall  be  ready  again,  and  we  shall  promptly  advise  the 
board  when  we  are  ready  for  trial." 

Mr.  Hill.  That  was  on  the  break  of  the  reversing  gear? 

Secretary  Moody.  Yes;  I  was  sketching  the  course  of  proceedings  which  had 
led  up  to  the  fact  that  the  Fulton  was  making  so  many  delays.  The  Lake  boat 
appeared  for  a  trial,  and  owing  to  an  accident  was  not  ready  and  asked  for  a 
farther  delay. 

Mr.  Hill.  The  next  one  was  in  January,  and  the  board  declined  to  go  on  with 
the  trial  on  account  of  the  ice. 

Secretary  Moody.  On  January  12,  1904,  the  board  assembled  at  Newport  to 
proceed  with  the  trtals  of  the  Lake  boat.  When  the  board  met  Mr.  Lake  sent 
them  a  letter.  The  letter  says  that  at  that  time  the  boat  was  not  fit  for  any- 
thing. I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is,  in  that  language.  It  would  have  been 
foolish  to  have  had  a  test  where  the  boat  would  certainly  have  had  to  have  l>een 
condemned.    He  says: 

"  The  speed  and  endurance  of  the  Protector  will  fall  considerably  below  our 
original  estimate.  This  will  be  due  to  the  present  inefficient  screws,  fitted  the 
day  before  we  left  Bridgeport,  which  have  been  tried  out  progressively  over  the 
official  mile  course  since  our  arrival  here.  The  results  of  these  trials  are  given 
in  the  following  table.  •  •  •  It  will  be  seen  that  the  ratio  of  slip  is  out  of 
all  reason  and  that  speeds  are  way  below  the  proper  resultants  of  the  power  of 
the  engines  under  their  various  conditions.  New  screws  have  been  designed, 
based  upon  the  findings  of  these  performances,  and  corrections  have  been  made 
which  promise  us  a  speed  of  10  knots  under  light  cruising  conditions.  *  *  • 
Should  the  board,  after  the  examination  of  the  boat,  find  her  suitable  for  naval 
service,  and  so  recommend,  we,  contingent  upon  that  encouragement,  will  make 
all  of  these  improvements  at  our  expense  before  turning  the  vessel  over  to  the 
Government." 

Secretary  Moody.  The  Lake  people  knew  that  all  they  could  show  was  3.8 
knots,  and  they  knew  it  would  be  utterly  useless  to  have  a  trial. 

Assistant  Secretary  Dablino.  That  would  be  a  speed  that,  if  they  had  tried 
the  boat  under  the  conditions  that  existed,  with  those  screws  in  the  condition 
that  they  were  in,  the  boat  would  have  been  condemned  by  reason  of  speed. 

Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  Darling,  the  Lake  boat  is  different  from  the  Holland  boat. 
The  Lake  boat  goes  down  on  an  even  keel. 

Assistant  Secretary  Dablino.  Don't  you  concede  that  there  must  be  certain 
wpeed  attainable  or  it  is  not  possible  to  make  use  of  the  submarine  boat,  and 
that  two  or  three  knots  would  not  be  such  speed  as  is  required? 

Mr.  Hill.  I  think  so. 

Assistant  Secretary  Darling.  Is  not  speed  one  of  the  elements  that  has  got  to 
come  in,  and  if  the  l>oat  was  not  prepared  to  make  that  speed  and  the  boat  was 
tried  when  she  could  not  make  that  speed,  she  would  have  to  be  condemned  in 
that  condition? 

Mr.  Whitney.  I  do  not  so  regard  It 
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Secretary  Moody.  They  followed  that  up  by  giving  notice  to  all  parties  that 
when  they  made  a  statement  in  writing  that  the  boat  was  in  condition  for  te«t 
and  was  finally  completed,  they  would  have  a  test.  The  Lake  people,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  have  never  re8i)onded  to  that. 

Mr.  Hill.  Mr.  Lake  at  that  time,  as  I  am  informed,  asked  the  board  if  they 
would  not  go  ahead  then  and  there  and  make  the  trial  upon  every  question 
except  speed,  and  allow  him  to  put  on  his  new  propellers  and  then  make  the 
speed  trial. 

Mr.  Whitney.  I  did  not  catch  what  Mr.  W.  said. 

Secretary  Moody.  The  language  may  be  questionable,  but  on  the  main  ques- 
tion the  boat  was  not  In  condition  for  trial. 

Mr.  Hill.  I  think  they  were  absolutely  wrong  when  Grovemor  Voorbees  came 
here  and  submitted  the  proposition  that  they  should  be  marked  and  tested. 

Assistant  Secretary  Darling.  I  said  to  them : 

"  You  try  that  boat  on  all  those  things  which  the  Lake  people  want  her  tried 
upon,  whatever  may  be  your  written  specification  here." 

Then  I  said  to  them : 

"  When  they  have  tried  this  boat  and  the  report  comes  in  and  the  question  is 
before  the  Department,  if  they  have  failed  in  that  respect  your  remedy  is  then 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  it,  and  you  will  have  your  full  rights 
adjudicated." 

Mr.  Hill.  I  said  in  reply : 

"  I  would  advise  Mr.  Lake  never  to  do  that  because  he  would  then  come  before 
the  Department  as  a  defeated  man  and  a  kicker." 

Assistant  Secretary  Dabling.  It  does  not  become  the  ruling  of  the  Department 
until  it  has  been  passed  on  by  the  Secretary.  If  they  have  got  anything  that  is 
material  and  that  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  he  would  see  that 
It  was  noted. 

Mr.  Hill.  What  I  believe  the  United  States  Congress  wants,  and  I  am  not 
representing  anything  else  here  except  Congress,  is  a  fair,  clean-cut,  straight- 
forward competition  for  submarines  for  offensive  and  defensive  warfare,  and 
I  believe  that  the  wisest  thing  to  do  is  to  do  it  exactly  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  and  intent  of  Congress.  I  think  they  meant  the  $850,000  to  be  expended 
after  such  a  competition,  and  that  we  ought  to  have  it.  It  became  impossible 
under  the  circumstances  for  the  Lake  boat,  having  passed  out  of  their  posses- 
sion in  the  last  month  of  the  existence  of  this  appropriation,  to  be  there.  They 
had  waited  a  year,  doing  their  best  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Congress.  At  the 
last  moment  it  became  impossible.  A  new  appropriation  becomes  available.  I 
simply  ask  in  behalf  of  my  constituents  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  enter  such 
competition.  If  current  reports  are  true,  you  can  not  buy  the  Fulton  any  more 
than  you  can  buy  the  Protector, 

Secretary  Moody.  No  one  recommends  buying  the  Fulton, 

Mr.  Hill.  In  my  judgment  It  would  be  unwise  to  contract  with  either  party 
unless  that  contract  is  accompanied  by  a  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  work,  and  that  the  boat  that  is  bought  Is  the  winner  after  such  competition. 

Secretary  Moody.  Of  course  that  means  that  Mr.  Lake  has  no  boat  to  enter 
now,  and  that  we  have  got  to  wait  until  he  builds  one. 

Assistant  Secretary  Darling.  When  last  September  or  October  you  came  be- 
fore me  on  the  request  of  the  Holland  people  you  suggested  that  you  had  heard 
that  the  Holland  people  were  building  the  boat,  and  at  that  time,  Mr.  Hill,  you 
insisted  that  the  trial  of  the  Lake  boat  should  take  place,  and  that  the  tests 
should  be  determined  by  the  conditions  that  existed  then  and  not  wait  for  the 
Holland  people  to  build. 

Mr.  Hill.  Always  including  a  Government  boat. 

Assistant  Secretary  Darling.  You  were  objecting  then  to  Just  what  you  are 
urging  now. 

Mr.  Hill.  The  Intent  of  Congress  was  that  the  boats  should  be  tested  side 
by  side. 

Secretary  Moody.  All  this  is  something  with  which  my  successor  must  deal. 
I  have  got  one  thing  with  which  I  must  deal  here  and  to-day,  and  I  want  to 
repeat  my  question  whether  either  one  of  you  gentlemen  have  any  charges 

Mr.  Hill.  Leave  me  out.    I  have  never  made  any  charges. 

Secretary  Moody.  To  make  against  this  board. 

Mr.  Whitney.  I  have  not. 
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(W.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  June  25,  1904^ 
[Memorandum  for  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey.] 
After  consideration,  1  do  not  deem  It  wise  to  publish  the  report  of  the  board 
t'f  inspection  and  survey  on  submarines.    I  shall  take  no  further  action  upon  the 
rubjeet,  but  defer  its  consideration  to  my  successor,  who  will  talte  office  on  the 
Irt  of  July. 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary, 


(55.) 


The  I^ke  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

Washington,  July  i,  1904. 

Sib  :  The  Lake  Tori)edo  Boat  Company  has  the  honor  to  give  the  "  reasonable 
notice,**  and  requests  to  have  its  submarine  boat  tested  by  both  competition  and 
comparison  with  Government 'Submarine  boats,  or  any  private  competitor,  pro- 
vided there  be  any  such,  prior  to  the  purchase  or  contract  for  $850,000  worth  of 
submarine  boats  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  talcing  effect  July  1,  1904, 
for  the  naval  service,  as  follows: 

"The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  contract 
for  or  purchase  subsurface  or  submarine  tori)edo  boats  In  the  aggregate  of,  but 
not  exceeding,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars :  Provided,  That  prior  to 
said  purchase  or  contract  for  said  boats  any  American  Inventor  or  owner  of  a 
submarine  or  subsurface  tori)edo  boat  may  give  reasonable  notice  and  have  his, 
her,  or  Its  subsurface  or  submarine  tori>edo  boat  tested  by  comparison  or  compe- 
tition, or  both,  "With  a  Government  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any 
private  competitor,  provided  there  be  any  such,  and  thereupon  the  board  ap- 
Iiointed  for  conducting  such  tests  shall  report  the  result  of  said  competition  or 
comparison,  together  with  Its  recommendations,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who  may  purchase  or  contract  for  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats  in  a 
manner  that  will  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  United  States  In  tori)edo  or 
submarine  warfare:  And  provided  further.  That  before  any  subsurface  or  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  is  purchased  or  contracted  for  It  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
Navy  Department  as  fulfilling  all  reasonable  requirements  for  submarine  war- 
fare and  shall  have  been  fully  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  To  carry  out  the  purpose  aforesaid  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated;  and  to  make  up  said  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  carried,  or  such  parts 
thereof  as  may  remain  unexpended  and  authorized  in  the  naval  appropriation 
act  approved  March  third,  nineteen  hundred  and  three,  is  hereby  reappro- 
priated." 

Very  respectfully,  yours^ 

The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
By  Fbed  B.  Whitney, 

Second  Vice-President, 

Thx  Sxcbetabt  of  the  Nayt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  0. 


[Firat  indorflement.] 


Navy  Depabtmbnt, 

July  2,  1904. 


Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  on  Construction. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  P.  Petebs,  Chief  Clerk. 
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[Second  Indonement.] 

Navy  Defabtment,  Board  on  Construction, 

September  7,  1904. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department,  Inviting  attention  to  tbe  Board's 
Indorsement    (second)    of  this  date  on  proposition  from  the  Blectric   Boat 
Company. 

The  return  of  these  papers,  with  the  Department's  action  on  the  above-noted 
Indorsement  on  letter  from  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  is  respectfully  requested. 


Chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

President  of  Board. 


Engineer  in  Chief,  U,  8.  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  Member. 
W.  L.CAPPS, 
Chief  Constructor,  U.  S.  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau  of 

Construction  and  Repair,  Senior  Member  Present. 
H.  N.  Manney, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Member. 
N.  E.  Mason, 
Chief  of  Bhreau  of  Ordnance,  Member. 
A.  F.  Dixon, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Representative  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 


(56.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  September  12,  1904. 
Gentlemen  :  Under  date  of  July  1,  1904,  you  wrote  me  as  follows : 
"The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  the  honor  to  give  the  'reasonable 
notice '  and  requests  to  have  its  submarine  boat  tested  by  both  competition  and 
comparison  with  (Government  submarine  boats,  or  any  private  competitor,  pro- 
vided there  be  any  such,  prior  to  the  purchase  or  contract  for  $850,000  worth  of 
submarine  boats  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  taking  effect  July  1,  1904, 
for  the  naval  service." 

When  will  your  company  be  ready  to  make  the  test  above  referred  to?    An 
early  reply  will  be  appreciated. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Paul  Morton,  Secretary. 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

618  Colorado  BuUding,  Washington,  D.  C. 


(57.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Washington,  September  11,  1904. 
My  Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  verbal  request  of  this  morning,  I 
write  to  confirm  our  understanding  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  will 
offer  a  submarine  for  test  under  its  notice  of  July  1,  1904,  at  or  near  Newport 
News,  Va.,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  November,  1904. 

I  will  confer  with  Captain  Lake  and  prepare  for  you  as  soon  as  possible 
the  additional  tests  which  you  so  kindly  granted  permission  for  tbe  I^ake  Com- 
pany to  have,  additional  to  any  the  Navy  Department  may  desire,  in  order  to 
show  and  record  all  the  exclusive  Luke  type  features  which  the  Lake  Com- 
pany may  deem  essential  to  the  use  of  submarines. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Fred.  B.  Whitney, 

Second  Vice-President. 
Hon.  Paul  Morton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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(68.) 

Peraonal.]  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Office  of  the  Second  Vicb-Piiesident, 
Washington,  D.  O.,  September  i7, 1904. 

Mt  Deae  Admiral  Capps  :  In  accordance  with  your  desire  of  this  morning,  I 
send  yon  a  list  of  the  documents,  letters,  and  references  I  referred  to  in  my 
remarks : 

*'  March  21,  1903.    President  Rice  before  Naval  Ck)nunittee,  hearing  123},  1902. 

"  March  3,  1903.    Naval  appropriation  act  for  1904  on  submarines. 

''June  1,  1903.  Lake  Company  request  for  trials,  with  table  of  tentative 
tests.     (See  letter  on  file  in  Department  of  June  1,  1903.) 

"July  23,  1903.  Department  letter  stating  intention  for  tests  on  October 
15,  etc. 

**  July  24,  19(^.  Lake  Company  letter  asking  to  take  part  in  maneuvers  and 
request  for  programme  of  tests. 

"August  7,  1908.  Department  letter,  No.  12169-14,  on  time  of  furnishing  pro- 
gramme. 

"August  12, 1903.    Department  letter.  No.  12169-16,  refusing  maneuver  request. 

"  October  8,  1903.    Department  letter.  No.  16404-4,  for  tests  on  November  16. 

"  October  12,  1903.  I^etter  demanding  competitive  test  with  €k)vemment  sub- 
marine in  case  Fulton  not  competing. 

"October  20,  1903.  Department  letter,  No.  12169-20,  stating  board  of  inspec- 
tion and  survey's  recommendation  to  proceed  with  trial  of  one  submarine  if 
other  absent. 

"  October  21,  1903.    Department  letter.  No.  12169-21,  transmitting  programme. 

"  November  9,  1903.    Captain  Train's  letter  asking  if  Lake  ready  November  16. 

"  November  lO'  1003.    Lake  Company's  letter  answering  *  Yes.* 

"November  14,  1903.  Lake  Company's  letter  loaning  drawings,  requesting 
return  without  copies  being  made. 

"November  16,  1903.    (Congressional  Record,  page  2539. 

"  November  14, 1903.  Lake  Company's  letter  requesting  assurance  of  an  oppor- 
tunity for  tests  to  demonstrate  maximum  speed  under  motors  and  engines  com- 
biaed,  endurance  run  at  sea,  ability  to  operate  in  rough  seas,  etc. 

"  November  30,  1903.  Department  letter  12169-22,  refusing  request  of  Novem- 
b«14. 

"  November  30,  1903.  Lake  Company's  request  for  tests  to  show  its  exclusive 
features,  etc.,  and  request  that  facts  be  recorded,  namely,  briefly,  maximum 
speed,  speed  deck  awash  using  gasoline  engines  and  motors  combined,  trial  in 
subsurface  conditions  with  only  omnlscope  and  air  duct  above  surface  to  sub- 
merge in  30  seconds,  measured  run  at  slow  speed,  submerged  run  on  bottom, 
ability  of  crew  to  leave  submerged  vessel,  cooking  and  living  facilities,  time  to 
pass  from  deck  awash  to  entire  submergence,  ability  on  picket  duty  to  establish 
telephonic  communication,  test  omnlscope,  sensitiveness  and  reliability  of  com- 
pass, endurance  of  at  least  1(X)  miles  in  open  sea. 

"  December  10,  1903.  Department  letter  No.  12169-24,  refusing  Lake  request 
of  November  30. 

"  January  2,  1904.  Lake  Company's  letter  stating  ready  for  trial,  insisting  on 
competition  with  Government  submarine  or  others,  asking  full  opportunity  to 
show  capabilities  in  record,  and  calling  attention  to  screws  not  giving  reason- 
able amount  of  speed  for  actual  power  of  boat's  engines  and  motors,  and 
requesting  due  record  of  facts  and  conditions  Involved. 

"  January  11,  1904.  Lake  Company's  letter  calling  board's  attention  again  to 
screws  and  speed  table,  unreasonable  ratio  of  slip  and  proper  resultant  of  power, 
etc,  rearrangement  of  rudders  necessitated  for  the  new  screws,  and  improved 
patents  for  batteries,  and  stating  that  if  board  found  her  suitable  for  naval 
service  that  all  these  improvements  would  be  made  at  Lake  Company's  expense. 

"January  16,  1904.  Board's  report  to  Secretary  stating  that  ice  would  pre- 
vent trial  for  several  weeks,  and  that  Lake  Company  insisted  on  an  immediate 
trial. 

"  January  19,  1904.  Department  letter  12169-28  stating  that  Lake  Company 
will  give  notice  that  it  is  prepared  to  accept  trial  as  final  in  view  of  competitive 
character  of  these  trials  and  that  Department  can  not  allow  them  to  be  repeated, 
bnt  will  insist  that  the  results  of  these  trials  when  once  held  must  be  consid- 
ered as  final  in  the  matter  of  determining  the  relative  merits  under  the  act  of 
(Congress  aforesaid,  of  the  various  competing  boats. 
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"  January  21>,  1904.  U.  S.  Army  artillery  board  test  of  Protestor  and  its  reiK>rt 
of  January  21,  1904,  and  U.  S.  Army  General  Staff  memorandum  No.  19,  stating: 
that  I^ice  boat  *will  give  the  nearest  approach  to  absolute  protection  now 
known  to  the  board,'  and  that  the  stiiff  believed  the  Lake  boat  superior  to  tbe 
Holland  boata 

"  March  15,  1904.  Congressional  Record,  page  343.  The  adoption  of  provi- 
sion in  the  army  fortification  bill  of  a  Lake  submarine  by  a  vote  of  32  to  18  in 
spite  of  the  Holland  circulars  to  Senators  (Cong.  Record,  3381)  claiming  excln- 
slve  naval  jurisdiction  for  the  I^ke  submarine  when  Mr.  Creecy,  of  the  Holland 
Company,  had  testified  before  the  House  Naval  Committee  that  the  Army  was 
the  proper  place  for  the  Lake  and  the  Naval  Committee  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
consider  vessels  of  the  I^ke  character.     (Hearing  No.  123^,  p.  57.) 

"April  6,  1904.  Ijike  submarine  went  out  of  fortification  bill  in  House,  the 
joint  boanl  having  decided  for  naval  Jurisdiction. 

"  May  16,  1904.  Captain  Train's  letter  notified  Lake  Company  that  board 
would  test  Fulton  May  30,  and  suggested  presence  of  Protector.  Fulton  and 
Protector  had  both  been  sold  abroad  at  this  time.  Protector  was  dismantled  for 
shipment.  Board  tested  Fulton,  reported,  and  on  June  24,  1904,  Lake  Company 
protested  against  Its  publication  of  action  thereunder.  Secretary  Moody  granted 
request  tliat  it  be  not  published,  and  refused  to  contract  for  any  Hollands  under 
the  act  for  1904. 

"  July  1,  1904.  I^ke  Company  notified  Department  that  It  desired  tests  of 
Lake  submarine  prior  to  exi>enditure  of  the  $850,000  under  act  for  1905." 

I  was  very  much  pleased  to  learn  from  you  that  you  have  been  interested  in 
the  submarine  science  from  the  beginning,  and  I  hope  you  may  be  able  to  find 
time  to  look  Into  the  subject  we  discussed  and  get  the  submarine  affairs  into 
comprehensive  shape. 

Some  time  when  you  are  at  leisure  I  would  be  pleased  to  vtelt  with  you  and 
discuss  the  development  of  the  science  which  1  feel  Is  In  Its  Infancy  and  of  great 
Importance  to  our  country. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Fred.  B.  Whitney. 


(69.) 

Bureau  of  Constbuction  and  Repair, 

Navy  Department, 
September  22,  190^, 
Sib:  1.  Your  letter  of  the  17th  Instant,  giving  list  of  documents  referred  to 
recently  In  your  verbal  presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  certain  mat- 
ters affecting  the  construction  of  submarine  torpedo  boats,  duly  received,  and  the 
Bureau  begs  to  express  its  appreciation  of  your  courtesy  in  this  matter. 

2.  The  Bureau  will  at  all  times  be  pleased  to  receive  and  consider  such  official 
communications  as  you  may  desire  to  submit  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  sub- 
marine-boat construction. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  L.  Capps, 

Chief  Constructor,  JJ.  S,  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau. 

The  Lake  Torpkdo  Boat  Company 

(Mr.  Fred  B.  Whitney,  second  vice-president), 

618  Colorado  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 


(60.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  September  24,  190^. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Department  begs  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the 
17th  instant,  offering  a  submarine  boat  for  test  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of 
the  reasonable  notice  given  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  its  letter  of 
July  1,  1904 ;  furthermore,  stating  that  you  will  confer  with  Captain  Lake  and 
prepare,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  additional  tests  desired  by  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  (Company  In  order  to  '*  show  and  record  all  the  exclusive  Lake  type  features 
which  the  Lake  (Company  may  deem  essential  to  the  use  of  submarines,'*  it  being 
distinctly  understood  that  such  tests  will  precede  and  be  additional  to  any  tests 
which  the  Navy  Department  may  desire  to  make  In  order  to  fully  determine  the 
suitability  of  the  boat  for  such  work  as  may  be  required  of  it  in  the  naval 
service,  as  well  as  affording  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  (Company  every  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  such  features  as  may  be  peculiar  to  their  type  of  submarine. 

The  Department  also  notes  that  the  boat  furnished  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
CJompany  will  be  ready  for  test  on  the  third  Thursday  in  November,  1904,  at 
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Newport  News,  Va.,  but  prefers  that,  so  far  as  may  concern  tests  to  determine 
the  fulfillment  of  requirements  prescribed  by  the  Navy  Department,  these  tests 
be  carried  out  in  the  vicinity  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  under  precisely  similar  condi- 
tions to  the  recent  test  of  a  submarine  boat  in  June,  1904,  there  being  available 
in  the  vicinity  of  Newport  excellent  ranges  and  greater  depth  of  water  than  is 
available  in  the  vicinity  of  Newport  News.  In  order  that  the  proposed  test  may 
also  conform  to  previous  requirements  of  the  Department,  which  were  fulfilled 
in  the  case  of  the  submarine  torpedo  l)oat  test  Just  alluded  to,  the  Department 
requests  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  comply  with  the  explicit  provi- 
sliMig  contained  In  the  Department's  letter  of  January  19,  1904,  which  required  a 
formal  statement  in  writing  that  "  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department 
for  test  is  at  that  time  finally  completed  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept 
as  final,  for  the  purpose  of  this  act,  the  results  which  your  boat  is  capable  of 
developing  on  trial  at  the  present  time. 

This  statement  having  been  formally  made  in  writing  by  the  competitor  In 
the  previous  competition  in  June,  1904,  the  Department  desires  that  the  same 
procedure  be  followed  in  the  present  instance  and  requests  tliat  in  acknowledg- 
ing this  communication  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  obligate  itself  to  fur- 
nish the  above-noted  statement  at  the  time  of  formally  offering  its  vessel  for 
trial  in  November. 

Very  respectfully,  Paul  Morton,  Secretary. 

The  Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

No.  618  Colorado  BuildHvg,  Washington,  Z).  0, 


(61.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Washington,  September  26,  1904. 
My  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 
Will  drop  in  in  due  season  to  talk  with  you  about  place,  etc.,  and  shall  be 
pleased  to  do  everything  possible  you  desire. 
Thanldng  you  for  your  esteemed  courtesy,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Fred  B.  Whitney. 

Hon.  Paul  Morton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  (7. 


(62.) 

Newport  News,  Va.,  October  27,  1904. 
Hon.  Paul  Morton, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  O.: 
Submartne  Simon  Lake  X  successfully  launched.    Little  Merriam  Lake  spon- 
sor. 

Fred  B.  Whitney. 


(63.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Washington,  November  15,  1904. 
Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  verbal  request  for  a  definite  date  for  trials  of 
the  Lake  submarine,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and 
Drydock  Company  is  doing  everything  possible,  day  and  night,  to  rush  the  sub- 
marine Sifnon  Lake  X  to  completion  for  trials. 

If  no  untoward  accidents  occur  it  is  estimated  that  she  will  be  ready  by  the 
first  of  the  month,  and  so  I  suggest  that  we  settle  on  the  fixed  day  of  Monday  or 
Tuesday,  December  5  or  6,  as  may  suit  the  convenience  of  the  board,  to  begin  the 
tests  on  the  first  of  a  week  so  as  to  best  use  time. 
Very  respectfully,  yours. 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Per  Fred  B.  Whitney, 

Second  Vice-President. 
Hon.  Paul  Morton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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[First  Indonement] 

Navy  Dspabtment,  Jfovember  16,  1904^ 
BespectfaUy  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Gonstructlon  and  Bepalr  and  the 
board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  their  several  information. 

The  board  of  inspection  and  survey  will  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  make  an 
Inspection  and  trial  of  the  submarine  boat  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Oompanyt 
the  Simon  Lake  X,  on  December  5,  1904. 

G.  A.  Converse,  Acting  Secretary. 

[Second  Indorsement.] 

BuBEAu  OF  CoNSTBUCTiON  AND  Repaib,  Novcniher  18,  1904. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey. 
Contents  noted. 

Sidney  I.  Besseubvbe, 
Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 
[Third  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  November  19,  1904. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  board  of  inspection  and  survey  will  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  make  an 
inspection  and  trial  of  the  submarine  boat  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
the  Simon  Lake  X,  on  December  5,  1904. 

There  are  forwarded  herewith  copies  of  the  general  programme  under  which 
competitive  trials  of  submarine  boats  have  been  conducted  and  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  competitors. 

It  is  requested  tliat  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  be  again  furnished  with  - 
copies  of  these  documents. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  have  not 
yet  furnished  the  formal  statement  in  writing  required  in  the  Secretary's  letter 
above  mentioned. 

J.  H.  Dayton, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(64.) 

Navy  Depabtiient, 
Washington,  November  22,  1904. 
Sir  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  suggesting  December  5  or  6, 
1904,  for  trial  of  the  Lake  submarine  torpedo  boat  Simon  Lake  X,  you  are  in- 
formed tliat  board  of  inspection  and  survey  has  been  instructed  to  hold  itself  in 
readiness  to  make  an  inspection  and  trial  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Company's  sub- 
marine boat,  the  Simon  Lake  X,  on  December  5, 1904. 

I  herewith  inclose  copies  of  the  general  programme  under  which  competitive 
trials  of  submarine  boats  have  been  conducted  by  the  board  of  inspection  and 
survey,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  competi- 
tors. However,  further  steps  with  a  view  to  the  testing  of  the  submarine  boat 
of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  the  Simeon  Lake  X,  will  not  be  taken  until 
your  company  complies  with  the  explicit  provisions  contained  in  the  Depart- 
ment's letter  of  January  19,  1904,  which  require  a  formal  statement,  in  writing, 
"that  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at  that  time 
finally  conpleted  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  act,  the  results  which  your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the 
present  time."  Your  attention  was  called  to  this  requirement  by  the  Depart- 
ment's letter  of  September  24,  1904,  in  reply  to  yours  of  September  17,  1904, 
offering  a  submarine  boat  for  test,  but  up  to  this  date  the  above-mentioned 
formal  statement,  in  writing,  has  not  been  furnished. 
Very  respectfully, 

Paxtl  Morton,  Secretary. 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

618  Colorado  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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(e5.) 

[Telcgrmm.] 

Deobmbbb  3, 1004. 
Mr.  Tbed  B.  "Whithky, 

Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Co.,  Netcport  News,  Va.: 
Will  yoQ  be  ready  for  test  Monday,  and  shall  we  order  expert  ofQcer  to'  pro- 
ceed to  Newport  News  to-morrow? 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretary. 

(ee.) 

Newport  News  Shifbitildino  and 

Dry  Dock  Company, 
New  York,  December  S,  1904. 
Sib  :  We  have  the  honor  to  state  that  we  are  bailding  submarine  boat  Simon 
Lake  X  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck>mpany.  This  craft  was  to  have  been 
ready  for  trial  I>ecember  5,  1904.  Owing  to  anavoidable  delays  the  owners  of 
the  craft  will  not  l>e  qnite  ready  for  test  on  date  named,  bat  will  have  their 
boat  ready  a  few  days  thereafter.  It  will  be  ready  for  Government  trial  De- 
cember 22,  1904. 

We  believe  tbe  Lake  submarine  boat  possesses  great  merit,  being  unique  in 
many  respects,  and,  while  we  have  no  Interest  in  the  vessel  except  as  builders 
of  same,  we  respectfully  suggest  that  the  final  decision  of  the  matter  of  sub- 
marine boats,  now  under  advisement  by  the  Department,  be  postponed  for  a 
time  nntil  tbe  utility  of  the  Lake  boat  can  be  determined. 

We  desire  to  state  farther  that  every  effort  has  been  made  to  expedite  the 
work  on  Simon  Lake  X,  no  expense  having  been  spared  by  the  owners  and 
builders  to  complete  the  craft  on  schedule  time.    In  view  of  this  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Department  is  asked  as  above. 
Respectfully, 

Newport  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dock  Company, 
By  C.  B.  Orcuti,  President. 

The  Secretaby  of  the  Navy, 

WasMngton,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  DEPARTifSNT,  December  7,  1904. 
Bespectfolly  referred  to  the  Chief  Constructor  for  comment. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk. 
[Second  indorsement] 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Ketair,  December  10,  190 Ji. 

BespectfuUy  returned  to  the  Department,  inviting  attention  to  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  the  Department's  letter  of  December  7,  1904,  to  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  which  requests  that  "  ♦  ♦  •  it  may  be  advised  promptly  as 
Boon  as  the  LAke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  are  prepared  to  have  their  boat  tested 
under  the  conditions  already  made  known  to  them  and  under  which  the  previous 
competitlye  trial  was  held."  Attention  is  also  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  in  its  letter  of  December  3,  objected  to  certain  condi- 
tions which  liad  been  hitherto  undisputed  and  which  had  been  complied  with 
by  its  competitor  in  the  trial  of  their  boat 

With  reflect  to  the  accompanying  request  from  the  Newport  News  Shipbuild- 
ing and  Dry  I>ock  Company,  attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  Depart- 
ment has  conducted  all  previous  correspondence  in  this  matter  with  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company,  who  are  the  principals,  and  it  is  believed  that  any  formal 
proposition  as  to  fature  test  of  their  boat  should  come  from  that  company. 

W.  L.  Capps, 
Chief  Constructor  U.  8.  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau. 
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(67.) 
[Telegram.  1 

Newport  News,  Va.,  December  5,  190^, 
Hon.  Paul  Morton,  Waiihington,  D,  C. : 
Aift  sending  special  delivery  letter. 

Simon  Lake. 


(68.) 


The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Washington,  D,  C,  December  S,  1904. 
Hon.  Paul  Morton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 

Sir  :  Your  letter  is  before  me  stating  "  Further  steps  with  a  view  of  testiag 
of  the  submarine  boat  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  the  Simon  Lake  X, 
will  not  be  talcen  until  your  company  complies  with  the  explicit  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  Department's  letter  of  January  19,  1904,  which  requires  a  formal 
statement  in  writing,  that  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for 
test  is  at  that  time  finally  completed,  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as 
final  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  the  results  which  your  boat  is  capable  of  de- 
veloping on  trial  at  the  present  time." 

I  talce  it  for  granted  that  you  either  dictated  or  signed  this  letter  as  a  matter 
of  routine  and  are  absolutely  unaware  of  the  purpose  or  effect  of  the  statement 
you  demand. 

I  deem  It  fair  to  you,  myself,  and  other  honorable  men  to  let  you  know  a  few- 
facts,  that  you  may  appreciate  my  position  and  then  govern  yourself  accordingly. 

I  expended  over  twenty  years  of  my  life  and  over  $400,000  in  developing  the 
submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector. 

In  spite  of  Holland  influences,  Congress  passed  a  $600,000  competitive  sub- 
marine law  for  1904,  but  my  requests  for  actual  competition  were  ignored  by 
the  Department,  and  finally  the  board  refused  to  proceed  with  trials,  in  January, 
1904,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  have  me  sign  the  very  statement  you  now 
demand. 

The  Senate,  last  session,  after  a  two  days*  debate,  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one, 
pages  3436-3446,  provided  a  Lake  submarine  for  the  Army,  but  naval  influences 
joined  Holland  and  the  measure  was  killed  in  conference. 

With  bankruptcy  impending  from  the  Government's  action  toward  me  I  waa 
forced  to  abandon  my  fondest  hope  to  keep  my  type  to  protect  the  United 
States. 

After  being  denied  fair  competition  for  months,  contrary  to  Intent  of  Con- 
gress, and  believing  that  I  could  not  get  a  fiiir,  full  trial  of  all  the  Lake  features, 
I  sold  abroad,  where  other  American  Inventors  have  been  driven  before. 

After  refusing  competition  for  months,  the  minute  the  Protector  was  out  of 
the  way  the  Fulton  was  tested  by  board.  Secretary  Moody  having  been  assured 
in  the  Department  that  the  Protector  and  Fulton  would  be  tested  in  competition 
together.    A  member  of  the  board  knew  this  to  be  false. 

For  reasons  upon  the  face  of  the  report  my  company  protested  against  action 
under  the  board's  recommendations  for  Hollands  and  against  the  publication  of 
the  report,  which  Constructor  Woodward  informed  Secretary  Moody  was  espe- 
cially prepared  for  publication,  even  after  the  Navy  Department  had  refused 
Congress  information  on  submarines  as  incompatible  with  public  Interests. 

Secretary  Moody  refused  the  Holland  i)eople  a  contract  under  the  $500,000 
1904  act  and  ordered  the  report  not  to  be  given  out. 

That  the  report  was  especially  prepared  for  publication  was  soon  painfully 
evidenced  by  fact  that  it  went  out  from  Department  in  spite  of  orders,  and  was 
used  abroad  to  my  financial  damage  in  two  countries. 

The  references  to  the  Protector  In  the  Fulton  report  were  malicious  defama- 
tion by  a  naval  officer,  but  even  under  all  this  provocation  my  patriotism  pro- 
vented  me  from  discrediting  the  United  States  Navy  abroad  by  revealing  the 
true  facts  to  the  world  when  the  embarrassing  condition  was  created  by  prac- 
tically one  member  of  the  board,  whose  attitude  and  acts  for  and  against  the 
Holland  and  Lake  submarines  I  will  not  now  characterize.  I  believe  Judge 
Darling  can  inform  you  in  part. 

I  want  a  fair,  open,  actual  comi>etition  under  the  1905  submarine  act,  which 
will  decide  the  superiority,  etc.,  without  the  opinions  and  paper  comparisons 
of  this  member  of  the  board,  whose  personality  and  conduct  are  immaterial  to 
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the  great  question  of  the  United  States  getting  the  best  submarine  until  his 
insidious  influence  and  acts  deiiy  me  a  lawful  rij^ht — competition — and  I  refer 
ycm  to  tlie  rongre^ssional  Record,  i)age  254S,  for  the  intent  of  Congress. 
1  now  give  you  the  real  puriwse  of  the  statement  you  demand. 
The  Ilollaml    Influences  were  defeated  decisively — ayes  45,  noes  106,  page 
2550  Record,  Mr.  Roberts's  motion— in  an  attempt  to  eliminate  competition  from 
the  submarine  law  for  1905. 
The  UoUand  refused  competition  as  Secretary  Moody  informed  Conjsress. 
The  Fulton   was  withdrawn  from  a   sIde-by-side  trial  with  the  Protector 
abroad  at  the  last  moment. 

An  attempt  is  now  made  to  have  you  uinousciously  do  what  Congress  posi- 
tively refused  to  do — eliminate  competition — by  forcing  me  to  sign  in  advance 
a  statement  that  I  will,  in  effect,  accept  as  final  a  test  of  my  submarine  alone 
and  not  side  by  side  under  equal  conditions  with  the  Holland  type. 
This  is  in  efft»ct  a  departmental  amendment  to  an  a(»t  of  (Congress. 
I  refused  to  sign  this  statement  once,  and  I  now  apiH»al  to  you  to  most  care- 
fully Investigate  aflTairs  and  reconsider  your  refusal  to  proceed  with  trials 
unless  I  waive  what  I  regard  as  a  lawful  right,  granted  by  Congress,  in  its  folly 
or  wisdom,  but  nevertheless  clearly  granted  after  an  open  debate  and  a  decisive 
vote  on  the  very  question  of  competition. 

Oiflcial  reports  in  the  United  States  and  abroad  show  the  absolute  superiority 
of  the  Lake  type  over  the  Holland,  and  numerous  experienced  honorable  naval 
^'fiicers  who  have  examlne<l  both  types  can  inform  you  correctly.  I  mention  a 
few:  Rear-Admirals  Melville,  0*Neil,  and  Bradford,  Commanders  Fletcher  and 
Chambers,  and  Lieutenants  Halligan  and  Pinney. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  studiously  misinform  and  prejudice  you 
against  me,  and  I  have  taken  our  Mr.  Whitney's  advice  and  kept  silent  under 
the  idea  that  direct  competition  would  protect  me  from  insidious  influences. 

I  am  now  denied  a  trial  unless  I  sign  a  statement  waiving  lawful  rights. 
I  am  forced  tivask  you  to  reconsider,  as  I  feel  this  Is  doing  us  a  great  wrong. 

If  you  will  put  us  in  direct  slde-by-slde  competition  with  a  Government  sub- 
marine, as  Congress  intended,  we  will  then  accept  the  facts  found  in  said  com- 
petition as  final. 

Your  officers  at  the  shipyard  can  Inform  you  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Newport 
News  Shii)building  and  Dry  Dock  Company  In  rushing  work  day  and  night  to 
complete  the  Simon  Lake  X  as  soon  as  possible. 

My  company  gave  notice  for  competition  the  very  day  the  1905  law  became 
In  force  and  effective,  July  1,  1904,  and  I  feel  that  you  will  discover  upon  an 
Investigation  that  the  "  reasonable  notice  "  required  by  law  has  not  expired,  so 
that  you  could  meet  the  Holland  attempt  to  get  a  contract  prior  to  actual 
eampetltlon,  or  at  least  comparison  with  the  Lake  type,  and  upon  a  report 
which  we  have  demanded  be  referred  to  the  general  board  under  the  law. 

A9  a  matter  of  law  the  Fulton  report  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the 
IdOG  act,  and  if  it  did,  no  action  should  be  based  upon  it. 

Congress  and  all  honorable  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  want  the  United 
States  to  have  the  best  protection  possible  by  submarines  of  the  best  type  and 
highest  development,  and  there  la  Just  one  way  to  get  that  result — try  the 
Holland  and  I^ke  types  side  by  side  under  the  hardest  conditions,  in  ail  kinds 
of  seas  and  weather. 

That  is  the  real  intent  of  Congress  and  the  American  people  wish  it,  and  so 
the  Department  is  not  called  upon  to  protect  any  concern  from  the  hardest 
competition  possible  under  fair  officers. 

All  my  people  have  worked  themselves  to  a  nervous  edge  trying  to  meet  the 
President's  desire  for  submarines  and  your  expressed  desire  to  get  the  best, 
bat  since  I  am  practically  refused  competition  by  your  refusal  to  proceed  unless 
I  sign  the  statement  referred  to  I  shall  now  complete  the  Simon  Lake  X  with 
ft  speed  that  I  will  call  upon  your  officers  at  the  yard  to  witness  as  to  Its  being 
reasonable  under  our  notice  and  the  1905  submarine  law. 

When  it  is  practicable  in  the  ordinary  course  of  shipbuilding  for  safe  trials 
after  ordinary  shipbuilders*  trials,  etc.,  I  shall  offer  the  submarine  Simon 
Lake  X  for  direct  competitive  trials  with  the  Government  Adder,  the  board's 
Btandard. 

1  have  frankly  written  you,  and  I  now  hope  you  will  assure  me  of  the  Navy 
Department's  a Rsi stance  and  the  end  of  opposition  to  an  American  Inventor  who 
asks  no  favors  but  a  fair  field. 

Hoping  that  you  now  appreciate  my  position  and  realize  the  true  condition  of 
affairs,  npon  which  I  will  gladly  inform  you  at  length,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Simon  Lake. 
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(69.) 

Navy  Department, 
Waahingtont  December  7,  1904* 

Sib  :  The  Department  begs  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  commanicatioa 
of  the  3d  instant  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  a  siibninrine  boat  of  the  I^ke  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company,  in  conformity  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)mpaiiy'8 
offer  of  September  17,  and  begs  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  per- 
tinent facts  bearing  upon  the  recent  trials  or  attempted  trials  of  submarine 
torpedo  boats. 

In  the  first  place,  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1904,  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his 
discretion,  to  contract  for  or  purchase  such  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo 
boats  in  the  aggregate,  "but  not  exceeding,  $500,000,  under  certain  conditioiis 
set  forth  in  the  act 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  Navy  Department  on  July 
23,  1903,  authorized  competitive  tests  to  be  held  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  October  15, 
1903,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  notification  to  this  effect  being  sent 
to  the  representatives  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boat  companies  directly  in- 
terested. In  response  to  this  notification  a  communication  was  received  from 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  of  Bridgeiwrt,  Conn.,  stating  that  it  desired 
to  submit  for  this  test  their  submarine  boat  Protector;  also  a  communication 
from  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  of  New  York  City,  stating  that  they 
desired  to  offer  in  conii)etition  their  submarine  boat  Fulton. 

In  September,  1903,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  informed  the  De- 
partment that  they  would  not  complete  the  Fulton  in  time  for  the  proposed 
trial  to  be  held  on  October  15,  1903,  and  in  order  that  if  practicable  the  com- 
peting submarine  boats  should  be  tried  simultaneously  the  Department  decided 
to  postjxme  the  competitive  trials  until  November  16,  1903,  and  both  the  Hol- 
land Torpedo  Boat  Company  and  the  Lake  Torpedo  Company  were  so  notified. 

On  October  19,  1903,  the  "  General  programme  of  competitive  trials  of  sub- 
surface and  submarine  boats  to  be  held  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  beginning  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  1903,"  was  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  the  board  of  inspection  and 
survey,  under  whose  auspices  the  tests  were  to  be  held,  and  by  the  Department 
approved,  notification  of  this  programme  being  subsequently  sent  by  the  De- 
partment to  the  representatives  of  the  competing  companies. 

On  October  16,  1903,  the  trial  board  recommended  that  the  "trials  now  au- 
thorized to  be  held  on  the  16th  of  November  be  proceeded  with  by  one  com- 
petitor even  in  the  absence  of  the  other,"  this  recommendation  being  in  direct 
resi)onRo  to  a  request  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that  the  trial  be  not 
postponed  beyond  November  16,  even  though  the  competing  boat  be  not  ready 
for  the  trial.  The  Department  approved  this  recommendation  of  the  board  of 
inspection  and  survey  and  so  advised  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  on 
October  20,  1903. 

On  November  16,  1903,  the  trial  board  assembled  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  ready  for 
the  trial  of  the  Protector,  which  should  have  been  at  Newport  on  that  day.  The 
Protector  did  not  reach  Newport  until  the  following  day,  November  17,  when 
the  president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  informed 
the  board  than  on  account  of  an  accident  to  the  Protector  it  would  be  necessary 
to  dock  the  vessel  in  order  to  make  suitable  repairs.  The  trial  was  therefor^ 
postponed  until  notice  should  be  received  from  Mr.  Lake  that  the  Protector  was 
actually  ready  for  trial. 

On  January  2,  1904,  the  Department  was  advised  that  the  Protector  was  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  and  ready  for  trial  in  accordance  with  the  programme  of  tests 
as  formulated  and  published  by  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey. 

On  January  12,  1904,  the  trial  board  again  assembled  at  Newport,  R.  L,  in 
order  to  proceed  with  the  trials  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  sub- 
marine boat  Protector,  and  shortly  after  convening  there  was  presented  for  its 
consideration  a  letter,  dated  January  11,  1904,  and  signed  by  the  president  of 
the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Protector, 
as  then  presented  for  trial,  had  certain  defects  which  would  seriously  affect 
the  performance  of  the  vessel. 

In  spite  of  these  acknowledged  defects  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  re- 
quested an  Immecliate  trial  of  the  vessel,  stating  that  "should  the  board,  after  the 
examination  of  the  boat,  find  her  suitable  for  naval  service,  and  so  recommend, 
we,  contingent  upon  that  encouragement,  will  make  all  of  these  improvements 
at  our  expense  before  turning  the  vessel  over  to  the  Government."    The  trial 
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board  considered  this  proposition  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
law  authorizing  the  trial  and  purchase  of  submarine  boats,  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  all  misunderstanding  and  to  fully  protect  the  Government's  interests, 
recommended  that  the  Navy  Department  inform  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany that  before  the  Department  would  hold  a  competitive  trial  of  any  subma- 
rine boat  the  owner  would  be  required  to  furnish  the  Department  with  a  formal 
statement,  in  writing,  to  the  following  effect,  viz:  "That  the  boat  which  you 
submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at  that  time  finally  completed,  and  that 
you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  the  result 
which  your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the  present  time."  The 
Department  approved  this  recommendation  and  so  informed  the  T^ke  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  and  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  under  date  of  Jan- 
uary 19.  1904,  both  companies  being  informed  that  "  In  view  of  the  competitive 
character  of  these  trials  the  Deimrtnient  can  not  allow  them  to  be  repeated, 
but  will  insist  that  the  results  of  these  trials,  when  once  held,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  final  in  the  matter  of  determining  the  relative  merits,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  aforesaid,  of  the  various  competing  boats. 

Subsequent  to  January  12,  1904,  no  communication  has  been  received  by  the 
Department  from  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  stating  that  the  defects  in 
design  and  construction  of  their  competing  boat,  Protector^  had  been  remedied, 
or  that  they  desired  to  fix  a  particular  c^ate  for  the  trial  of  that  vessel. 

On  May  13,  1904,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  notified  the  Department 
that  the  Fulton  would  be  ready  for  trial  on  May  30,  that  company  having  in- 
formed the  trial  board  on  several  occasions  subsequent  to  November  16,  1903, 
that  their  submarine  boat  Fulton  was  not  yet  finally  prepared  for  trial.  The 
Holland  Torpedo  Company  accompanied  their  communication  of  May  13  with 
the  formal  certificate  required  by  the  Department,  viz,  that  the  Holland  Tor- 
pedo Company  were  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  etc.,  the  results  which  the 
Fulton  were  capable  of  developing  on  trial  on  or  after  the  date  above  noted. 

Under  date  of  May  16,  1904,  the  trial  board  advised  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  of  the  prospective  trial  of  the  Fulton,  and  sug- 
gested that  if  their  boat  "  should  be  at  the  same  time  In  all  respects  ready  for 
this  trial  it  would  be  of  advantage  for  trial  purposes  that  the  two  boats  be 
tried  at  the  same  time,"  to  which  communication  the  I^ake  Tori)edo  Boat  Com- 
pany apparently  made  no  reply.  Therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  arrange- 
ments, already  made,  the  trials  of  the  Holland  submarine  boat  Fulton  were 
begun  on  June  1, 1904,  and  completed  on  June  10,  these  trials  being  in  conform- 
ity with  the  general  programme  for  competitive  trials  previously  approved  by 
the  Department. 

As  a  result  of  these  trials  the  trial  board  made  specific  recommendation  to 
the  Department,  which  recommendation  was  received  shortly  before  the  relin- 
quishment of  office  of  my  predecessor  and  remained  as  unfinished  business  when 
I  assumed  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  July  1,  1904. 

On  July  1,  1904,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  submitted  a  request  to  have 
its  boat  tested  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  approved  April  27,  1904. 

On  September  12,  1904,  the  Department,  referring  to  the  above-noted  letter 
of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  requested  information  as  to  when  that  com- 
pany would  be  ready  to  make  the  test  referred  to  in  its  letter  of  July  1,  1904. 
On  September  17,  1904,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  made  formal  reply 
stating  that  it  "  will  offer  a  submarine  for  test,  under  Its  notice  of  July  1,  1904, 
at  or  near  Newport  News,  Va.,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  November,  1904." 
This  communication  was  acknowledged  by  the  Department  under  date  of  Sep- 
tember 24,  1904,  and  the  attention  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  was 
especially  invited  to  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the  explicit  provisions  of 
the  Department's  letter  of  January  19,  1904,  which  recjulred  a  formal  statement 
in  writing  that  **  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at 
that  time  finally  completed,  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act,  the  results  which  your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on 
trial  at  the  present  time,"  and  at  the  same  time  advised  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Ompany  that  their  competitor,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  In  con- 
formity with  the  Department's  requirements,  had  made  this  specific  and  formal 
statement  prior  to  the  trials  of  the  Fulton. 

This  communication  was  brlefiy  acknowledged  under  date  of  September  26, 
1904,  by  the  second  vice-president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  who 
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expressed  himself  as  "pleased  to  do  everything  i)ossible  you  desire."  A  few 
days  prior  to  the  definite  date  fixed  u\xm  for  the  trial  of  the  Ijake  torpedo  boat, 
the  second  vice-president  of  the  company  called  uixm  the  Department  and  urged 
that  an  extension  of  time  bo  granted.  The  l>epartnieut  clearly  and  explicitly 
stated  to  the  company's  representative  that  the  definite  recommendations  of  the 
trial  board  in  the  case  of  the  Fulton  had  remained  unacted  upon  up  to  the 
present  time  In  order  that  the  I^ake  Tori)edo  Boat  Company  should  be  given 
every  reasonable  opportunity  to  compete ;  that,  if  any  further  extension  of  time 
should  be  granted,  this  extension  must  be  definite  in  order  that  prompt  action 
might  thereafter  be  talcen.  It  was  therefore  agreed  that  on  Monday,  December 
5,  the  board  of  inspection  would  be  ready  to  undertake  the  trial  of  the  Lake 
submarine  torpedo  boat  Simon  Lake  X,  and  this  verbal  agreement  was  confirmed 
In  writing  by  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  under  date  of  November  15, 
1904. 

The  I^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  letter  of  November  15  was  formally 
acknowledged  by  the  Department  under  date  of  November  22,  1904,  and  the 
company's  attention  again  invited  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  test  would 
take  place  and  the  necessity  of  the  company's  submitting  its  formal  statement 
"  that  the  boat  which  you  submit  •  •  ♦  is  at  that  time  finally  completed," 
etc.  On  December  3,  1904,  no  further  communication  having  been  received  from 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  the  following  telegram  was  addressed 


Mr.  Fred.  B.  Whitney, 

Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Newport  Neica,  Va. 
Will  you  be  ready  for  test  Monday,  and  shall  we  order  expert  officer  to 
proceed  to  Newport  News  to-morrow? 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretary. 

Although  the  D^artment  received  no  reply  to  this  telegram,  it  has  since 
received  your  letter  of  December  3,  which  discusses  at  some  length  matters  of 
opinion  rather  than  fact,  the  statements  made  being  hardly  relevant  to  the 
questions  directly  at  Issue. 

The  Department  has  endeavored  to  afford  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
every  reasonable  opportunity  to  submit  a  boat  of  their  type  for  thorough  trial 
under  the  terms  of  the  acts  making  appropriations  for  submarine  boats,  and 
in  doing  so  has  possibly  placed  at  a  disadvantage  a  competing  company,  which, 
as  reported  by  the  trial  board,  submitted  for  test  a  boat  which  met  the  Depart- 
ment's conditions  in  all  essential  respects. 

In  view  of  the  above  recital  of  facts  In  connection  with  the  competitive 
trials  of  submarine  torpedo  boats,  the  Department  can  find  no  justification  for 
further  delay  in  this  matter,  since  the  statements  made  by  the  I^ke  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  in  its  letter  of  December  3,  1904,  do  not  afford  evidence  of 
reasonable  grounds  for  further  extension  of  time,  but  impugn  the  fairness  of 
oflScers  whose  conclusions  are  unanimous  and  clearly  based  upon  the  actual  per- 
formance of  the  vessel  tested.  Despite  the  liberal  treatment  accorded  to  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  by  the  Department,  that  company  now  questions 
the  Department's  understanding  of  Its  own  correspondence  in  this  matter,  and 
disputes  its  legal  right  to  Impose  conditions  which  have  been  long  since  accepted 
in  good  faith -by  the  other  competing  company  and  which  have  hitherto  been 
undisputed  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  itself,  so  far  as  any  evidence 
before  the  Department  indicates. 

The  Department  therefore  begs  to  advise  you  that  It  will  now  proceed  to 
take  such  action  relative  to  contracts  for  the  construction  of  submarine  torpedo 
boats  as  may,  in  its  Judgment,  seem  proper,  but  requests  that  it  may  be  advised 
promptly  as  soon  as  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  are  prepared  to  have  their 
boat  tested  under  the  conditions  already  made  known  to  them  and  under  which 
the  previous  competitive  trial  was  held. 

Very  respectfully,  Paul  Mohton. 

Secretary^ 

Mr.  Simon  Lake, 

Prenident  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company^ 

618  Colorado  Building,  WaaJUngton,  D.  0. 
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(70.) 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Offick  of  the  Judoe-Advocate-Genebal, 

Washington,  December  9,  190Ii. 

[Memorandum  for  the  Secretary.] 

The  act  of  April  27,  1904  (33  Stats.,  p.  351),  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Xavy  "  in  his  discretion  to  contract  for  or  purchase  subsurface  or  submarine 
torpedo  boats'*  at  an  expenditure  not  exceeding  $850,000,  subject,  among 
others,  to  the  following  conditions : 

**  Provided^  That  prior  to  said  purchase  or  contract  for  said  boats  any  Amer- 
ican inventor  or  owner  of  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  may  giv^ 
reasonable  notice  and  have  his,  her,  or  Its  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo 
boat  tested  by  comparison  or  competition,  or  both,  with  a  Government  subsur- 
face or  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any  private  competitor,  provided  there  be 
any  such,  etc." 

The  Lake  boats  have  not  been  officially  tested  under  this  provision,  although 
the  Department  has  given  the  Lake  Comimny  opportunity  to  submit  a  boat 
for  such  test. 

The  Holland  boat  (the  Fulton)  was  not  tested  in  "  comi)etition  "  with  any 
other  boat,  but  was  ** tested  by  comparison"  with  a  Government  *  •  • 
submarine  torpedo  boat.  The  fact  that  the  statute  provides  for  such  a  test 
by  **  comiiarison  or  competition,  or  both,"  shows  that  these  words  do  not  mean 
the  same  thing,  but  are  used  in  such  a  sense  as  to  imply  that  **  competition  " 
is  one  thing  and  "  comparison  "  another.  It  seems  fair,  therefore,  to  Interpret 
the  word  "  competition  "  as  meaning  "  trial  at  the  same  time  and  place,"  and 
•*  comparison  "  as  a  "  study  of  the  performances  of  one  boat  under  given  con- 
ditions, as  contrasted  with  those  of  another,  tested  in  lil^e  manner,  not  neces- 
sarily at  the  same  time  and  place." 

The  Navy  Department,  having  sought  by  every  means  in  its  power  to  bring 
aboat  a  competitive  trial  between  rival  builders,  and  not  being  able  so  to  do, 
has*  in  my  opinion,  authority  under  the  act  to  adopt  the  other  method  speci- 
fied and  accept  a  test  by  comparison.  The  accompanying  draft  or  letter  Is 
therefore  not  open  to  objection  from  a  legal  point  of  view. 

My  conclusion  therefore  is  that  the  Dei)artment  has  literally  complied  with 
the  law  and  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  the  accompanying  draft 

Whether,  upon  other  than  legal  grounds  and  strictly  legal  grounds,  and  in  view 
of  the  apparent  purpose  of  (jongress  to  bring  about,  if  practicable,  a  direct 
competitive  trial  between  different  types  of  these  boats,  or  for  other  reasons, 
Jt  may  be  desirable  to  make  further  effort  to  bring  about  a  side-by-side  trial 
or  a  trial  in  the  same  waters  upon  the  same  day,  is  a  question  not  herein  dis- 
cussed, beins:  rather  a  matter  of  policy  than  of  law. 

S.  W.  B.  Diehl, 
Judge-Advocate-Oeneral, 


(71.) 

Navy  Department, 
Waahington,  December  12,  1904, 
Sirs:  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  Instant,  advising  this  Department 
of  the  inability  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  complete  the  sub- 
marine boat  Simon  Lake  X  for  trial  December  5,  1904,  and  stating  that  it  will 
be  ff^dy  for  Government  trial  December  22,  1904,  you  are  Informed  that 
under  date  of  December  7,  1904,  the  Department  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Oompany  on  this  subject.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
tbe  Department  has  conducted  all  previous  correspondence  in  this  matter  with 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  0>mpany,  who  are  the  principals,  it  Is  desired  that 
any  formal  proposition  as  to  future  tests  of  their  boat  should  come  from  that 
company. 

Very  respectfully,  „        .,  „       . 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretary. 

Nkwtobt  Nsws  Shipbuildino  and  Dbt  Dock  Oompant, 

No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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(72.) 

Dbckicbeb  15,  1904. 
Lake  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

618  Colorado  Building,  Washington^  D.  C: 
I  wrote  yoa  on  December  7.    When  may  I  expect  reply? 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretary, 


(T3.) 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  Va.,  December  16,  1904. 
Hon.  Paul  Mobton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Are  working  night  and  day  to  get  ready  for  trials.    Will  give  definite  reply^ 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Simon 


(74.) 

Washington,  December,  17,  1904. 
Mr.  Simon  Lake, 

Newport  News,  Va,: 
Your  message  is  very  indefinite. 

Paxtl  Mobton. 


(75.) 


The  Lak«  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)MPANY, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  December  17,  1905. 
Hon.  Paul  Morton. 

Sib  :  Your  telegram  saying  **  Your  message  is  very  indefinite "  is  received. 
I  have  Just  wired  you  that  I  would  send  a  special-delivery  letter. 

I  understand  that  you  are  anxious  that  I  should  fix  as  early  a  date  as 
possible  for  the  trial  of  Simon  Lake  X.  As  I  wired  you,  we  are  pushing 
work  night  and  day  with  the  object  of  setting  a  positive  date  for  trial,  but 
until  we  can  get  a  submerged  run  ourselves  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
in  me  to  state  positively  when  the  trials  can  take  place.  You  are  probably 
not  aware  that  I  have  been  abroad  for  several  months  and  have  Just  recently 
returned.  I  came  here  at  the  urgent  request  of  some  important  people  who 
have  the  interests  of  the  United  States  strongly  at  heart  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  Navy  Department,  if  it  so  wished,  a  6iir  opportunity  to  witness  the 
performance  of  my  type  of  submarine  torpedo  boat.  :My  coming  here  at  this 
time  was  greatly  against  my  financial  interest,  but  I  am  still  an  American 
citizen. 

As  I  wrote  you  previously,  I  have  spent  twenty  years  of  my  life  in  develop- 
ing a  type  of  craft  designed  for  the  protection  of  my  country,  and  was  then 
refused  trial  when  I  was  ready  and  anxious  to  undergo  the  same,  and  because 
of  the  refusal  (caused,  in  my  opinion,  by  one  officer)  I  was  driven  to  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy.  I  must  confess  it  was  a  great  mortification  to  me  to  be 
compelled  to  go  abroad  for  recognition  of  my  labors  In  this  line,  especially 
when  the  vessel  was  so  highly  praised  by  every  other  naval  officer  who  had 
witnessed  the  performance  of  the  craft.  That,  however,  Is  now  past  history, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  object  in  discussing  It  further  at  the 
present  time.  I  understand  Mr.  Orcutt  advised  the  Department  recently  that 
he  expected  the  boat  would  be  ready  for  trial  on  the  22d  of  this  month.  We 
hope  to  have  the  boat  ready  at  that  time.  At  the  most  It  can  be  only  a  matter 
of  a  few  days.  The  boat  has  already  been  running  on  the  surface.  She  is 
in  the  dry  dock  at  the  present  time.    We  hope  to  get  out  of  dock  Monday. 

The  overtime  and  rush  work  done  on  this  boat,  with  the  object  of  getting  a 
trial  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  has  already  cost  over  $25,000  in  addition  to 
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what  it  would  Imve  done  had  the  usual  method  of  construction  been  followed. 
This  was  done,  as  well  as  my  returning  home,  against  the  wishes  of  the  head  of 
the  department  of  another  very  large  country,  and  it  compelled  me  also  to 
cancel  two  other  very  large  important  engagements  abroad,  solely  with  the  idea 
of  meeting  your  wishes  for  as  early  a  trial  as  possible,  so  that  the  United  States 
Government  could  have  an  opportimity  to  find  out  which  was  the  best  type  of 
boat  for  its  defense,  as  vms  intended  by  the  present  act  in  reference  to  sub- 
marines. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  hesitate  to  ask  you  to  grant  sufficient 
time  so  that  we  may  have  opportunity  for  making  a  few  days'  trial  ourselves 
before  undertaking  the  official  tests. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  Simon  Lake. 

[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Department,  December  19,  1904* 
Bespectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  indorsement] 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  December  2S,  190 4, 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department 
Contents  noted  W.  I^  Capps. 

Chief  Constructor,  XJ.  8.  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau, 


(76.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  December  21,  1904, 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  .Department's  communication  of  December  7,  1904,  to 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  to  subsequent  written  and  telegraphic 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  therein  treated,  you  are  advised 
that  in  conformity  with  the  authority  contained  in  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1905,  the  Depart- 
meaat  has  awarded  to  the  Mectric  Boat  Company  a  contract  for  two  submarine 
torpedo  boats. 

Referring  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Department's  letter  of  December 
7,  above  noted,  and  in  order  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  may  have 
every  reasonable  opportunity  to  complete,  experiment  with,  and  offer  for  official 
Government  test  a  boat  of  their  design,  you  are  advised  that  the  Department 
will  defer  obligating  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
submarine  torpedo  boats  until  May  1,  1905,  provided  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  stipulates  explicitly,  within  the  next  ten  days,  that  they  will  have  a 
boat  ready  for  official  trial  at  Nevn^rt,  R.  I.,  before  May  1,  1905,  and  that  that 
company  will  explicitly  agree,  within  the  above-named  period  of  ten  days,  to 
have  such  boat  tested  under  conditions  and  requirements  similar  to  those 
obtaining  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  in  June, 
1901 — ^the  general  programme  of  "competitive  trials  for  subsurface  and  sub- 
marhie  boats,"  approved  by  the  Department  in  October,  1903  (copy  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  you  at  that  time),  being  regarded  as  the  official  basis  of  the 
proposed  trial  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  boat  in  the  same  manner 
as  obtained  in  the  case  of  the  trial  of  the  Fulton, 

In  order  that  there  may  be  no  possible  misunderstanding  in  this  matter,  you 
are  further  advised  that  should  you  accept,  within  the  next  ten  days,  the  condi- 
tions noted  above,  your  letter  of  acceptance  should  contain  an  explicit  statement 
that  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  will,  at  the  time  of  the  test, 
be  finally  completed,  and  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  accept  as  final  the  result 
which  your  boat  may  be  capable  of  developing  on  the  official  trial  at  that  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Paul  Morton,  Secretary, 

Mr.  Simon  Lake, 

President  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

618  Colorado  Building,  Washington,  D,  C. 

3379»— PT  X 


974  HBABmOS  ON  HOUSE  RBSOLXmOW  288. 

(77.) 

Januaby  3,  1905. 
Lake  Tobfeoo  Boat  Company, 

618  Colorado  Building,  Washinaton,  D.  C: 
Did  you  receive  luy  letter  of  December  21?    Formal  acknowledgment   re- 
quested. 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretarp, 


(78.) 

Januaby  4,  1906. 
Mr.  Simon  Lake, 

Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Newport  News,  Va.: 
Department  insists  on  Immediate  and  specific  answer  to  Its  inquiry  as  to 
whether  you  received  Department's  letter  of  December  21. 

PaulMobton,  Secretary, 
(79.) 

Newport  News,  Va.,  January  .^,  1905. 
Paul  Mobton, 

Secretary  of  the  yai:y,  Washington: 
Telegram  received.    Can  I  have  personal  Interview  to-morrow? 

Simon  Lake. 


(80.) 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Washington,  January  23,  1905, 
Sib:  On  June  20,  1901,  at  the  request  of  the  Boarti  of  Construction,  I  left 
with  the  Board  three  sets  of  three  sheets  each  of  plans  for  Lake  type  of  sub- 
marines of  the  125-foot  cruiser  class,  65-foot  coast-defense  class,  and  the  30- 
fbot  class,  to  be  carried  on  battle  ships. 

There  was  a  distinct  understanding  that  the  plans  would  be  held  confldeatlal 
in  the  Department,  and  not  used  without  my  consent. 

I  have  requested  the  return  of  those  plans  heretofore,  but  have  not  yet 
received  the  same. 
Features  in  those  plans  have  been  used  without  my  consent. 
I  respectfully  ask  you  to  cause  the  plans  to  be  returned  to  me  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Simon  Lake,  President, 
Hon.  Paul  Mobton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  January  25,  1905, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  on  Construction  for  report  and  recom- 
mendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary: 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  Boabd  of  Construction, 

February  2,  1905, 
Reei)ectfully  returned  to  the  Navy  Department,  with  the  three  sets,  of  three 
sheets  each,  of  plans  for  Lake  type  of  submarine  of  the  125-foot  cruiser  class, 
65-foot  coast-defense  class,  and  the  SO-foot  class,  to  be  carried  on  battle  ships, 
herein  requested. 

There  is  no  record  on  the  flies  of  the  Board  on  Construction  or  any  of  the 
bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department  of  any  request  prior  to  the  present  one  having 
been  made  by  Mr.  Lake  for  the  return  of  these  plans,  and  further,  the  Board 
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on  Gcmstmction  has  no  knowledge  of  use  having  been  made  of  any  of  the 
exclusive  featnres  of  said  plans. 

G.  A.  Converse, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation,  President  of  Board, 

C.  W.  Rae, 
Engineer  in  Chief,  U,  8,  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Engineering,  Member, 
W.  L.  Capps, 
Chief  Construetor,  V.  S.  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Member, 

H.  N.  Manney. 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Member, 

N.  E.  Mason, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Member. 


(81.) 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  D,  C,  February  2,  1905, 
Gentlemen  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  requesting  the  return 
of  three  sets,  of  three  sheets  each,  of  plans  for  the  Lake  type  of  submarines  of 
the  125-foot  cruiser  class,  65-foot  coast-defense  class,  and  the  30-foot  class,  to 
be  carried  on  battle  ships,  left  with  the  Board  on  Construction  June  20,  1901^  I 
herewith  retnm,  under  separate  coyer,  three  sets,  of  three  sheets  each,  of  the 
above-mentioned  plans.    The  Board  on  Construction  in  forwarding  these  plans 
to  the  Department  for  return  to  you,  states  that  there  is  no  record  on  the  "files 
of  the  iKmrd  or  in  any  of  the  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Deijartment  of  any  request 
prior  to  the  one  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  for  the  return  of 
these  plans,  and,  further,  the  board  states  that  it  has  no  knowleilge  of  use 
baring  been  made  of  any  of  the  exclusive  features  of  said  plans. 
Very  recqpectfiilly, 

Chas.  H.  Darling.  Acting  Secretary, 
The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

No,  618  Colorado  Building,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Brief  of  correspondence  between  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  (now  the 
Electric  Boat  Company),  the  Navy  Department,  and  its  bureaus  and  officers^ 
relative  to  test  of  submarine  boats, 

1.  July  8,  1903,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  offers  submarine  torpedo 

boat  Fulton  to  be  **  tested  by  comparison  or  competition  or  both  "  with  a 
Government  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any  private  competitor,  in  accord- 
ance with  terms  and  conditions  of  act  of  Congress,  such  test  to  take  place 
as  soon  after  October  15,  1903,  ^s  may  meet  the  convenience  of  the 
Department 

2.  July  23,  1903,  the  De^iartment  advises  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 

that  their  request  will  be  complied  with  if  Fulton  Is  presented  at  proper 
time  and  place  to  be  specified  by  Department,  test  to  be  made  by  compari- 
son with  one  of  the  Government  submarine  torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland 
type,  and  by  comparison  and  competition  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company's  torpedo  boat  Protector,  provided  the  latter  is  presented  for 
test  at  the  time  decided  upon. 

3.  July  24,  1908,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  requests  the  loan  of  the  most 

improved  torpedo  in  case  the  board  to  test  submarine  boats  requires  the 
firing  of  any  torpedoes. 

4.  August  7,  1903.  Department  advises  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 

that  loan  of  tori>edo  will  be  granted  the  usual  form  of  bond  for  same 
to  be  given  by  the  company. 

5.  September  18,  1903,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Comimuy  reiK)rt8  that  owing  to 

delay  in  obtaining  material  the  submarine  boat  Fulton  will  not  be  ready 
for  tests  until  November  16,  1903. 

6.  September  23,  1903,  Department  requests  tho  Holland  Tori>edo  Boat  Com- 

pany to  furnish  a  more  definite  statement  of  facts  before  It  gives  consid- 
eration to  proposed  iwstponement  of  comiK»titive  trials. 
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7.  September   25,   IDOo,    Holland   Torpedo   Boat   Company   requests   copy   of 

Department's  letter  of  the  23d  of  September,  the  original  having  been 
lost  or  mislaid. 

8.  September  26,  11)03,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Navy  Deimrtment  forwards  copy 

of  Dei>artment's  letter  of  September  23,  1903,  to  the  Holland  Torpedo 
Boat  Company. 

9.  September  26,  1003,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  submits  statement  as 

to  reasons  for  delay  In  getting  Fulton  ready  for  trials. 

10.  October  8,  1903,  Department  advises  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 

that  submarine  boat  trials  will  be  held  at  Newport,  K.  I.,  November  16, 
1903. 

11.  October  10,  1903,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  acknowledges  Depart- 

ment's letter  of  October  8,  fixing  date  and  place  for  competitive  tests  of 
submarine  boats. 

12.  October  15,  1903,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  (L.  Y.  Spear)  to  Naval 

Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  relative  to  height  of  altiscope  on  Fulton; 
also  asks  that  question  of  making  parallel  submerged  runs  be  given  seri- 
ous consideration. 

13.  October  19,  1903,  board  of  inspection  and  survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  forwarding  general  programme  of  tests  and  trials  of  the  Fulton 
and  PrfJtcetor,  and  recommending  that  a  copy  of  same  be  forwarded  to 
the  representative  of  each  competing  vessel  at  the  earliest  date  prac- 
ticable. 

14.  General  progranmie  of  conii)etitive  trials. 

^15.  October  20,  1003,  Department  advises  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
of  recommendation  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  as  to  certain 
conditions  of  trial  and  that  the  trials  on  the  16th  of  November  be  pro- 
ceeded with  by  one  comi)etitor  even  in  the  absence  of  the  other. 

16.  October  21,  19a3,  Department  furnishes  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 

pany with  copy  of  general  programme. 

17.  October  23,  1903,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  acknowledges  receipt  of 

copy  of  general  programme  of  tests. 

18.  November  2,  1903,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  the  Depart- 

ment of  its  inability  to  present  the  Fulton  for  trial  on  the  date  set,  and 
offers  to  loan  the  i)ortable  outfit  provided  for  that  boat  should  the  De- 
partment desire  to  proceed  with  test  in  the  absence  of  the  Fulton  with  one 
of  the  Government  boats. 

19.  November  9,  1903,  Department  advises  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  of 

its  approval  of  reiwrt  of  board  of  inspection  and  survey  recommending 
that  the  trial  of  the  Lake  boat  be  proceeded  with  November  16,  In  general 
conformity  with  the  programme  adopted,  and  that  if  the  Holland  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  so  desired  one  of  the  Government  boats  would  be 
loaned  to  them  so  that  there  may  be  a  competition  between  the  two  types 
of  boats. 

20.  Novmber  13,  1903,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  declines  offer  contained 

in  Department's  letter  of  November  9;  states  that  having  at  very  consid- 
erable expense  undertaken  the  installation  of  improvements  in  the  Fulton 
they  should  have  the  advantage  of  such  improvements  in  any  competitive 
tests,  and  that  they  fully  expect  to  have  the  FuUon  ready  for  trial  in  next 
month. 

21.  November  14,  V30S,  Department  advises  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Comimny 

that  it  is  not  practicable  to  postpone  pror)osed  competitive  trials,  but  that 
said  trials  must  be  proceeded  with  at  time  fixed. 

22.  November  18, 1903,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  Department  that 

they  i)roix)se  to  complete  the  preparation  of  the  Fulton  for  trial  and  to 
inform  the  Department  as  soon  as  iK)ssible  of  exact  date  when  they  will 
be  prepareii  to  present  her  for  trial. 

23.  November  20,  1903,   board  of  inspection  and  survey  to   Secretary  of  the 

Navy  advising  that  Fulton  was  not  ready  for  trial  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on 
November  16,  1903,  and  that  Protector  had  arrived  next  day,  but  owing  to 
injuries  to  starboard  shaft  it  was  necessary  for  vessel  to  go  into  dock  for 
repairs,  thus  making  it  necessary  to  posti)one  trial. 

24.  December  1,  190.^..  Department  advises  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that 

when  Holland  torpedo  l>oat  is  ready  for  trial  the  subject  will  receiye  con- 
sideration. 
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25.  January  19,  1904,  Department  advises  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  of 
bayinfi:  sent  a  letter  to  the  I^ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  requesting 
formal  statement  in  writing  "That  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the 
Department  for  test  Is  at  th^t  time  finally  completed,  and  that  yon  are 
prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  the  results  which 
your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the  present  time." 

20.  January  20,  1904.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  Department  of 
the  receipt  of  its  letter  of  19th  instant,  and  states  they  will  comply  with 
request. 

27.  February  9,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Comiwny  informs  Department  that 
they  estimate  the  Fulton  will  be  ready  for  trial  about  April  15  [1904], 
but  will  be  able  to  state  definitely  on  or  prior  to  April  1. 

28-  April  1,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  informs  Department  of  delay 
in  work  of  repairing  Fulton,  so  that  she  can  not  be  ready  for  trial  by 
April  15,  but  think  date  when  ready  will  be  about  May  9. 

29.  April  21.  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  C-ompany  informs  Department  of 

accident  to  main  engine  of  Fulton,  further  delaying  trial  of  vessel,  and 
states  inability  as  yet  to  set  definitely  a  date  when  vessel  will  be  ready 
for  trial. 

30.  April  21,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  transmits  to  board  of  inspec- 

tion and  survey  a  copy  of  letter  sent  to  Department  relative  to  date 
when  the  Fulton  will  probably  be  ready  for  competitive  trials. 

31.  April  23,  1904,  telegram  signed  "Woodward,"  to  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 

Comiiany,  stating  he  is  preparing  proprietary  requisition  for  Bureau  Con- 
struction for  one  revolving  periscope  for  8ftark\  and  one  power-operated 
periscope  for  Porpoise, 

32.  May  3,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  informing  board  of  inspection 

and  sun*ey  that  they  would  prefer  May  20  rather  than  May  16  as  date  for 
trials  of  submarine  boats. 

33.  May  12,  1904,  unsigned  letter  to  Naval  Constructor  Woodward,  board  of 

in8i)ection  and  survey,  informing  him  of  having  written  Department 
stating  readiness  for  trial  on  May  30,  and  submitting  arrangement  of  the 
order  of  the  trials. 

34.  May  13,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  informs  Department  that 

their  submarine  boat  will  be  ready  for  trial  on  .30th  instant,  and  state 
that  the  vessel  which  they  now  submit  for  test  will  be  finally  completed 
on  the  date  set  and  that  they  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  the  results  which  said  boat  is  capable 
of  developing  on  trial. 

35.  May  13,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  transmits  to  Capt.  C.  J. 

Train,  U.  S.  Navy,  president  of  the  board  of  insiKKrtion  and  sur^'ey,  copy 
of  letter  addressed  to  Department  relati\e  to  date  when  their  boat  will 
l>e  ready  for  competitive  trials. 

36.  May  19,  1904,  Department  advises  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that 

tile  board  of  inspection  and  survey  has  been  directed  to  hold  trial  of  their 
l>oat  at  Newport  as  soon  after  the  30th  instant  as  practicable. 

37.  May  21.  1904,  Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward  in  letter  to  Mr.  L.  Y. 

Spear,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  states  that  so  far  as  he  (Wood- 
ward) can  see  there  is  no  reason  why  trials  should  not  be  carried  out 
along  the  general  lines  suggested  by  Mr.  $i>ear,  and  asks  to  be  informed 
that  Fulton  is  at  Newport  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  she  will  be 
ready  for  trial  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  instant, 

38.  May  27,  1904,  telegram  signed  "  Train,"  to  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

asking  that  when  Fulton  reaches  Newport  and  is  ready  to  begin  com- 
petitive trials  the  president  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  be 
informed  by  telegraph,  and  reply  of  Holland  Tori>e<lo  Boat  Company 
stating  that  Fulton  is  at  Newport  ready  for  trial  at  any  time. 

39.  May  27.  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  informs  Naval  Constructor 

Woodward,  by  telegraph,  that  Fulton  arrived  at  Newport  on  May  26;  is 
in  good  condition,  and  ready  for  trial  at  any  time. 

40.  May  27,  1904,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  New  York,  infonns  Capt. 

C.  J.  Train,  president  of  board  of  lnsi)ection  and  survey,  by  telegraph, 
that  Fulton  arrived  at  Newport  on  May  26.  and  that  St)ear  has  been  asked 
to  telegraph  him  (Train)  if  ready  for  test. 

41.  June  7,  1904,  extract  from  letter  of  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  ad- 

dressed to  president  of  board,  in  which  was  submitted  a  statement  as  to 
differences  existing  between  the  Fulton  and  the  submarine  boats  owned 
by  the  Government  of  the  Adder  class. 
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42.  June  8,  I'.KM,  letter  of  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  Capt  C.  J.  Train, 

U.  S.  Navy,  president  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  advising  that        i 
certain  plans  of  the  Fuiton  had  been  shipped  from  Newport*  ' 

43.  June  13,  1904.  telegram  signed  ''  Woodward  *'  to  Holland  TcMpedo  Boat  Com- 

pany, request iug  that  H|)ear  be  asked  to  bring  memorandum  to  Washing-  i 

ton  giving  metacentric  heights  Fulton  in  light,  awash,  and  submerged  I 

trial  conditions.  | 

44.  June  16,  1904,  letter  of  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Comiiany  to  Naval  Construe- 

tor  Woodward,  advising  of  metacentric  heights  of  Fulton  in  trial  at  New-         | 
port.  I 

45.  June  24,  1904,  letter  of  Electric  Boat  Company  to  Etepartment,  stating  price         i 

of  tyi^es  of  submarine  i>oat8  and  submitting  proposed  form  of  contract  for  ' 

submarine  boats  of  the  7t>-foot  type;  state  they  are  preiiared  at  any  time  , 

to  undertake  the  design  and  construction  of  a  special  type  of  small  sub-  \ 

marine  boat  for  competitive  trial.  i 

46.  June  29.  1904,  letter  signed  "  J.  J.  W.,  Naval  Constructor,  U.  S.  N.,''  to  L.  Y.  | 

Hpear,    Holland    Torpedo    Boat    Company,    relative    to    photographs    of  | 

Fulton's  trial  taken  by  Mr.  Hemment.  i 

47.  About  July  12,  1904  (no  date  inserted)   telegram  signed  **  Woodward,''  to  | 

L.  Y.  8pear,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  asking  if  latter  can  meet  i 

him  ( Wooilward )  at  New  Suffolk  to  consider  details  of  all  changes  that  ' 

should  be  made  in  Plunger,  ' 

48.  July  2K,  19(m,  letter  of  Naval  Constructor  Woodward  to  C.  A.  Ford,  Holland 

Torpedo  Boat  Comiiauy,  in  relation  to  his  profiosed  visit  to  New  Suffolk 
for  the  pur|)ose  of  going  over  additional  alterations  that  he  (Woodward) 
wants  to  recommend  to  Department  to  be  made  on  the  Plunger, 

49.  September  13,  1904,  letter  of  F.  T.  Bowles,  Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Com- 

pany, in  behalf  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Comiwiuy,  to  the  Department, 
concerning  award  of  contracts  for  submarine  boats. 

50.  October  1,  IIKM,  letter  of  Francis  T.  Bowles,  Fore  Uiver  Shipbuilding  Com- 

pany, in  behalf  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Comimny,  to  the  Depart- 
ment, submitting  for  consideration  a  statement  called  forth  by  the  De- 
partment's decision  to  i)ermlt  a  competitive  trial  of  the  Lake  torpedo 
boat  before  action  on  reiK)rt  of  trial  board  of  June  17,  1904. 
61.  December  20,  ltK>4,  letter  of  F.  T.  Bowles,  for  Electric  Boat  Comi>any,  to  De- 
partment suggesting  that  if  the  Depaitment  will  make  an  immediate 
award  of  one  105-foot  boat  and  one  81-foot  boat  It  will  be  acceptable  to 
them,  their  intention  l)elng  that  their  competitor  shall  be  afforded  every 
I)ossible  oi>iK)rtunlty  to  l)rlng  his  boat  to  trial  under  the  same  conditions 
as  those  for  the  Fulton,  and  in  case  he  falls  to  do  so  before  May  1,  then 
contract  for  remaining  boats  to  be  awarded  to  them. 

52.  December  20, 1904,  letter  of  Dei^artment  to  Electric  Boat  Company  accepting 

latter's  olTer  as  to  the  award  to  them  of  a  contract  for  two  submarine 
boats  and  forwarding  copy  of  letter  addressed  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  emlxxlyiug  conditions  named  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  in 
letter  of  20th  instant  from  Mr.  F.  T.  Bowles. 

53.  December  22,  1904,  letter  of  Electric  Boat  Comi)any  to  Department  trans- 

mitting tracings  of  certain  plans  of  Type  17,  105-foot  boat,  and  Type  16, 
85-foot  boat,  and  also  transmitting  copies  of  proposed  contracts  for  these 
boats. 

54.  January  3, 1905,  telegram  of  Francis  T.  Bowles,  to  the  Department  asking  if 

Lake  Company  has  made  the  required  stipulation,  and,  if  not,  if  Deiiart- 
ment  has  awarded  two  additional  submarines  to  them  (Electric  Boat 
Comiiany). 

65.  January  4,  1905,  letter  of  Electric  Boat  Company  to  F.  T.  Bowles  authorizing 

him  to  sign,  on  behalf  of  Electric  Boat  Company,  letter  of  December  20 
to  Department,  and  also  authorizing  him  to  carry  on  prior  negotiations 
with  Navy  Department  which  led  up  to  the  aforesaid  letter. 

66.  January  6,  1905,  letter  of  Dei)artment  to  Francis  T.  Bowles,  advising  him 

that  Lake  Company  did  not  make  the  required  stipulation,  and  that  the 
Depari^tfi^t  Is  now  prepared  to  enter  Into  contract  with  the  Electric  Boat 
^  JPonfpany  t«r  the  construction  of  two  additional  submarines,  but  stating 
"'^   that  Department  will  not  consider  a  price  in  excess  of  $185,000  for  each 
additional  boat. 
57.  January  G,  *1905,  letter  of  l\  T.  IU)wles  to  Department  stating  he  is  author- 
ized to  say  that  Electric  Boat  Company  accepts  Department's  offer  for 
two  additional  81-foot  submarine  boats  ui>on  same  plans  and  specifications 
as  those  already  submitted  by  them. 
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58.  February  4,  1905,  memorandum  of  Chief  Constructor  for  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  recommeiding  that  there  be  submitted  to  the  Naval  Committee  as 
an  appendix  to  the  recent  testimony  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  copy  of 
general  progranmie  of  competitive  trials  of  subsurface  and  submarine 
boats  to  be  held  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  beginning  November  16,  1903,  etc.; 
also  that  attention  be  invited  to  fact  that  contention  of  Mr.  La  lie  that  De- 
partment had  refused  to  permit  a  test  of  the  Lake  boat  "  unless  the  Lake 
company  sign  a  statement  that  it  would  accept  as  final  a  trial  of  its  boat 
alone,  and  not  side  by  side  with  a  Government  submarine,  as  clearly  pro- 
vided by  law  and  demanded  by  the  Lake  company,'*  is  without  foundation 
In  fact;  also  recommending  that  committee  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
contract  for  submarine  l>oat6. 

(1.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York  City,  July  8,  1903. 

Sib:  Under  *'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1904,  and  for  other  puriwses,"  we  hereby  offer  the  sub- 
marine toriKjdo  boat  FuUon  to  be  *'  tested  by  comparison  or  comi^etitlon  or 
both"  with  a  Government  submarine  torpe<lo  boat  or  any  private  competitor, 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  said  act,  such  test  to  take  place 
as  soon  after  the  15th  of  October,  1$>03,  as  may  meet  your  convenience. 

The  Fulton  was  built  about  a  year  and  a  half  in  advance  of  the  Government 
boats  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  by  experiments  the  best  devices  and 
mechanism  that  could  be  used  in  Government  boats.  By  continuous  experiment 
with  the  Fulton  a  number  of  improvements  over  the  original  design  were  placed 
in  the  Government  boats,  and  since  our  exi)erience  with  the  Government  boats 
a  nnmber  of  improvements  have  suggested  themselves  to  us,  and  they  are  now 
b<*ing  made  and  will  be  completed  by  October  1  next.  These  changes  are  as 
follows : 

First.  The  Fulton  will  have  a  new  conning  tower  higher  and  larger  than  the 
«ie  now  on  the  Government  boats,  enabling  the  oi)erator  when  coming  to  the 
surface,  particularly  in  bad  weather,  to  get  a  much  better  all-round  view. 

This  kind  of  tower  has  been  designed  so  that  the  displacement  in  the  diving 
condition  is  about  the  same  as  the  displacement  of  the  amidship  tank,  so  that 
on  coming  to  the  surface  this  tank  can  be  blown  out,  thus  giving  the  operator 
an  elevation  the  full  height  of  the  conning  tower  above  the  surface.  When  ready 
to  dive  again,  this  tank  can  be  filled  and  the  boat  put  in  diving  trim,  which 
takes  only  about  two  seconds.  With  this  larger  conning  tower  there  is  addi- 
tional room  inside  of  the  boat  for  the  purpose  of  handling  the  mechanism  imder 
the  control  of  the  operator;  also  a  better  all-round  view  of  the  inside  of  the  ves- 
sel, due  to  the  shape  of  the  bottom  part  of  the  tower. 

Second.  The  Fnlftm  will  be  provided  with  8  tanks  situated  at  the  center  of 
buoyancy,  each  tank  holding  about  75  pounds  of  water.  The  advantage  of  these 
tanks  is  as  follows :  When  the  boat  is  in  diving  trim,  or  nearly  so,  one  or  more 
of  these  tanks  can  be  filled,  and  if,  after  getting  beneath  the  surface,  it  is  found 
tliat  the  boat  is  too  heavy  one  or  more  of  the  tanks  can  be  blown  out.  With  this 
arrangement  It  is  possible  at  all  times  to  place  a  small  fixed  amount  of  the 
weight  in  the  boat  or  blow  the  same  out.  With  the  present  arrangement  on  the 
Government  l)oat8  it  is  impossible  to  put  a  fixed  amount  of  weight  In  the  ship, 
as  the  water  is  let  into  a  large  tank,  and  there  Is  no  means  of  knowing  how 
much  water  is  let  In  or  blown  out. 

Third.  The  FuHon  will  have  an  Improved  compensating  and  loading  gear  for 
toTpedoea.  TWs  will  enable  the  loading  of  a  torpedo  at  any  time,  whether 
SQbmerged  or  on  the  surface,  without  changing  the  trim  of  the  ship.  This  will 
be  a  great  advantage,  as  it  will  be  a  difficult  task  and  require  much  practice  to 
load  a  torpedo  while  submerged  in  the  Government  boats. 

Fourth.  The  installation  of  the  battery  in  the  Fulton  has  been  Improved  by 
>«lUig  in  between  each  row  of  cells  with  marine  glue,  so  that  any  acid  slopping 
oat  of  the  Jars  can  not  get  into  the  containing  tank  except  at  the  outer  edge, 
which  is  left  open.  This  will  cut  down  to  a  minimum  the  danger  of  getting 
•eld  in  the  containing  Jar  and  causing  short  circuits. 

Several  Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  gas  engine.  We  have  arranged 
the  exhaust  and  air  valve  cams  so  that  any  or  all  can  be  thrown  off  whenever 
the  engine  is  8toi>ped.  In  the  Government  boats  one  or  more  exhaust  or  air 
valves  is  open  at  all  times,  so  that  should  the  engine  remain  Idle  and  water  leak 
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into  the  exhaust  piping,  the  exhaust  valve  being  open  will  allow  it  to  enter  the 
engine  and  possibly  cause  some  tr6ub1e  with  the  igniters. 

We  have  also  improved  the  gasoline  pump  so  that  we  can  always  use  It,  no 
matter  where  the  engine  stops.  In  the  case  of  the  Government  boats,  the  «igine 
has  to  be  Jacked  over  to  a  certain  i)oint  before  this  gasoline  pump  can  be  used. 

We  have  also  placed  a  special  thermometer  arrangement  on  the  middle  bear- 
ing, so  that  it  is  possible  for  the  operator  to  note  at  all  times  the  condition  of 
this  bearing.  On  the  Government  boats  this  can  not  be  done  while  the  aiglne 
is  running. 

There  are  several  other  minor  changes  unnecessary  to  mention  here.  All  of 
the  improvements,  except  those  connected  with  the  engine,  have  either  been 
patented  or  patents  have  be&i  applied  for. 

All  of  the  materials  and  mechanism  in  the  Fulton  are  exactly  the  same  as, 
or  superior  to,  those  in  the  Government  boats,  and  while  this  boat  was  not 
subjected  to  Government  inspection,  we  are  confident  that  the  work  is  superior 
to  that  in  the  Government  boats,  because  the  boat  was  constructed  almost  en- 
tirely by  our  own  skilled  mechanics,  who  are  more  familiar  with  the  character 
of  the  work  than  the  other  workmen  and  were  more  appreciative  of  the  neces- 
sity of  great-  care  being  used  in  the  construction. 

The  price  of  this  boat  is  $170,000.  Should  you  conclude  to  purchase  her, 
after  test  and  critical  examination  by  your  Board,  we  would  be  enabled  to  keep 
together  our  skilled  operatives,  who  have  been  with  us  some  six' or  seven  years, 
and  to  continue  our  experiments  and  developments. 

Even  with  the  small  capital  that  we  have  had  for  the  past  six  months,  we  are 
at  this  time  so  far  advanced  that  we  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  guarantee  a  new 
boat  of  the  same  size  and  of  the  same  power,  with  a  knot  and  a  half  more  speed 
upon  the  surface  and  nearly  a  knot  more  speed  under  water. 

With  increased  capital  we  will  be  enabled  to  experiment  further  and  probably 
add  to  this  sr)e<Ml  and  in  addition  develop  a  larger  boat,  say   100  feet  to  110 
feet  in  length,  which  type  meets  with  the  approval  of  some  of  your  exi)erts  and  ' 
which  is  the  type  of  boat  now  being  built  by  the  British  Admiralty. 

The  above-mentioned  improvements  are  now  being  made  and  will  be  com- 
pleted so  that  the  boat  can  be  tested  as  soon  as  convenient  to  your  Board  after 
October  1,  1903. 

Very  respectfully, 

Holland    Torpedo    Boat    Company. 
EijHu  B.  Frost,  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Department,  July  16,  1903. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  on   Construction.    Letter  of  the   Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  dated  June  1,  1903,  herewith  inclosed. 

Moody,  Secretary, 

[Second  indorsement] 

Navy  Department, 
Board  on  Construction,  July  21,  1903. 

1.  Resi)ectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

2.  The  within  letter  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  offers  its  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  Fulton  for  test  or  comparison,  or  both,  with  a  Government 
submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any  jn-lvate  competitor,  in  accordance  wltli  the  pro- 
visions contained  In  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1903,  makings 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1904, 
and  for  other  purposes,  such  test  to  take  place  as  soon  after  October  15  next 
as  may  be  convenient  to  the  Department. 

This  offer  of  the  Fulton  the  Board  regards  as  a  request  on  the  part  of  the 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  have  the  boat  referred  to  tested  or  com- 
pared with  a  Government  submarine  torpedo  boat,  or  with  a  boat  of  any  private 
competitor,  and  under  the  act  above  referred  to,  the  company  is  clearly  entitled 
to  have  its  request  granted,  the  wording  of  the  act  referred  to  being  as  follows : 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Is  hereby  authorized.  In  his  discretion,  to  con- 
tract for  or  purchase  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats  in  the  aggregate  of, 
but  not  exceeding,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That  prior  to  said 
purchase  or  contract  for  said  boats  any  American  inventor  or  owner  of  a  sub- 
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surface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  may  give  reasonable  notice  and  have  his,  heri, 
or  its  snbsarface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  tested  by  comparison  or  competition, 
or  both,  with  a  Government  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any  private 
competitor,  provided  there  be  any  such,  and  therefore  the  board  appointed  for 
conducting  such  tests  shall  report  the  result  of  said  competition  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  who  may  purchase  or  contract  for  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo 
boats  in  a  manner  that  will  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in 
submarine  warfare:  And  provided  further.  That  before  any  subsurface  or  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  is  purchased  or  contracted  for  it  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
Navy  Department  as  fulfilling  all  reasonable  requirements  for  submarine  war- 
fare and  shall  have  been  fully  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy." 

3.  The  Board  therefore  respectfully  recommends  that  the  Holland  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  be  informed  that  its  request  will  be  granted  and  that  the 
Fulton^  if  presented  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  to  be  hereafter  specified  by 
the  Departmeit,  will  be  tested  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Grovemment  sub- 
marine torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland  type  and  by  comparison  and  competition 
with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector, 
provided  the  latter  is  presented  for  test  at  the  time  decided  upon.  The  board 
further  recommends  that  the  test  be  made  as  soon  after  October  15  next  as  is 
practicable  and  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  be  informed  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  its  letter  to  the  Department,  of  June 
1,  1903,  herewith,  the  Protector  will  then  be  tested  by  comparison  with  one  of 
the  Government  submarine  torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland  type  and  by  compari- 
son and  competition  with  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine 
torpedo  boat  Fulton. 

4.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  board  recommends  that  the  Fulton  and  Pro- 
tector be  tested  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Government  boats  of  the  Hol- 
land type,  and  not  by  competition,  the  board  considering  it  an  unnecessary 
labor  and  expense  to  retest  the  submarine  boats,  or  any  of  them,  of  the  Holland 
type,  as  they  have  all  been  tested  for  acceptance  and  the  record  of  such  accept- 
ance tests  will  afford  sufficient  data  for  the  puri>o8e8  of  comparison. 

5.  It  Is  further  recommended  that  these  trials  be  conducted  by  the  board  of 
Inspection  and  survey,  or  by  a  board  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose,  as  the 
Department  may  direct,  and  at  a  point  approved  by  the  Department. 

6.  As  the  Protector  and  Fulton  are  of  different  types,  no  direct  comparison 
can  be  made  with  r^ard  to  certain  features  which  pertain  exclusively  to  one  or 
the  other  type,  and  for  this  and  for  other  obvious  reasons  the  board  is  of  the 
ophilon  that  the  details  of  the  test  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
board,  rather  than  be  prescribed  by  the  Department.  Each  boat,  however, 
should  be  required  to  exhibit  fully  the  special  featurs  which  are  claimed  for 
her  by  her  respective  builder  or  owner  and  ^  the  attention  of  the  trial  board 
should  be  called  to  the  following  language  In  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  namely : 

"*And  provided  further.  That  before  any  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat 
Is  purchased  or  contracted  for  It  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Navy  Department  as 
fulfilling  all  reasonable  requirements  for  submarine  warfare  and  shall  have 
been  fully  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

7.  The  principal  points  to  be  considered  and  to  which  the  trial  board's  atten- 
tion should  be  called  are,  in  the  board's  opinion,  as  follows : 

(1)  General  character  of  the  boat  and  her  details  as  regards  design,  mate- 
rial, and  workmanship. 

(2)  €reneral  character  of  the  type  as  regards  Its  utility  for  naval  purposes. 

(3)  Safety. 

(4)  Facility  and  certainty  of  action  when  submerged. 

<5)  Speed  and  endurance  when  running  on  the  surface.  In  light  condition, 
and  In  condition  for  Immediate  submergence. 

<6)  Speed  and  endurance  when  submerged. 

(7)  Time  necessary  to  go  from  light  condition  to  one  ready  for  immediate 
submergence. 

(5)  Time  necessary  to  go  from  condition  for  immediate  submergence  to  sub- 
merged condition. 

(9)  Maneuvering  qualities  on  the  surface  and  when  submerged. 

(10)  Seaworthiness, 
ni)  Habitabillty. 
(12)  Durability. 

U3)  Offensive  powers. 

(14)  Convenience  of  manipulation. 
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(15)  Means  of  observing  or  detecting  in  smooth  or  rough  water  the  object 
to  be  attaclced  when  submerged  or  in  a  condition  for  immediate  submergi^ice. 

(16)  Means  for  regulating  the  depth  of  submergence  and  for  automatically 
preventing  a  submergence  below  a  predetermined  depth. 

(17)  The  boats  should  be  capable  of  meeting  successfully  all  the  probable 
contingencies  of  warfare  when  submerged. 

(18)  The  boats  should  be  able  to  steer  a  straight  course  when  submerged. 

(19)  Ability  to  remain  at  rest  in  any  position  when  submerged  is  considered 
a  desirable  quality. 

(20)  Speed  when  submerged  should  be  sufficient  to  enable  a  boat  to  attack  a 
ship  underway. 

(21)  Facility  with  which  torpedoes  may  be  taken  on  board  and  placed  in  the 
discharge  tubes  in  an  important  feature. 

(22)  Means  of  heating  the  boats  in  very  cold  weather  should  be  considered. 

(23)  The  quality  of  stability  should  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  circumstancee 
of  service  and  must,  in  part,  depend  upon  "  normal  buoyancy  " — i.  e.,  a  certain 
amount  of  buoyancy  normally  remaining  in  the  boat  and  never  given  up,  unless 
it  should  be  necessary  to  sacrifice  buoyancy  in  order  to  sink  from  under  an 
obstruction  or  to  lie  upon  the  bottom  for  the  purpose  of  conserving  power  or 
for  other  purposes,  or  for  the  purpose  of  lying  still,  but  not  on  the  bottom. 

(24)  The  strength  should  be  ample  to  resist,  without  leaking,  the  water 
pressure  due  to  a  depth  of  150  feet  and  for  a  considerable  period. 

(25)  Means  for  compensating  with  water  ballast  the  loss  of  weight  when 
torpedoes  are  discharged. 

(26)  The  boat  should  possess  such  a  reserve  of  buoyancy  as  to  make  certain 
that  they  will  rise  to  the  surface  in  case  of  accident  to  the  macliiuery  or  other- 
wise; they  should  carry  an  ample  supply  of  air  for  the  crew  when  submerged 
for  the  maximum  length  of  time  intended. 

(27)  The  interior  should  be  satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated. 

(28)  Boats  should  be  able  to  carry  a  supply  of  water  and  provisions  suffi- 
cient for  the  crew  for  at  least  three  days. 

(29)  Special  features,  if  any,  such  as  safety  appliances,  means  for  cable 
cutting,  planting  or  destroying  mines,  etc.,  should  be  considered. 

(30)  Character  of  the  storage  battery  and  its  installation. 

(31)  Ability  of  the  boats  to  go  ahead  or  reverse  the  propelling  machinery 
quickly  when  running  with  gas  engine  or  storage  battery. 

8.  The  foregoing  are  merely  suggestions  as  to  important  i)oints  to  be  consid- 
ered by  the  trial  board,  and  are  not  intended  to  limit  the  consideration  of  them 
alone,  as  undoubtedly  other  matters  will  suggest  themselves  to  it. 

9.  The  question  of  the  purchase  of  the  Fulton  at  a  price  of  $170,000  is  one 
which  the  board  thinks  had  better  be  considered  as  a  separate  measure  after 
the  trial  has  taken  place,  as  the  report  of  the  trial  board  must  of  necessity 
have  considerable  bearing  on  this  point.  Moreover  the  question  will  naturally 
present  itself  as  to  whether  the  Department  desires  to  use  the  $500,000  appro- 
priated by  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  for  the  purchase  of  other  boats  of  the  Hol- 
land type,  or  for  the  development  of  the  science  of  submarine  boats  in  general. 

Chabi£8  0*Neil, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  President  of  Board. 
G.  W.  MsLvnxE, 
Engineer  in  Chief ,  U,  8,  Kavy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  Member. 
R.  B.  Bradford, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Member, 
F.  T.  Bowles, 
Chief  Constructor,  U.  8.  Nat^, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  Member, 

[Third  indorsement] 

Navv  Department,  July  23,  1903, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  approving  the 
recommendations  of  the  board  on  construction  contained  in  the  second  indorse- 
ment hereon.  In  accordance  therewith  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  (Company's 
submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  and  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company *8  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  Protector  will  each,  if  presented  at  the  proper  time  and 
place,  to  be  hereafter  specified  by  the  Department,  be  tested  by  comparison 
with  one  of  the  Government  submarine  torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland  type,  and 
by  comparison  and  competition  with  each  other;  said  tests  to  be  made  as  soon 
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after  October  15  next  as  Is  practicHble,  And  to  be  conducted  by  the  board  of 
infqiection  and  survey. 

Tbe  above-mentioned   companies   have   been   advised   of  the    Department's 
ar-tion  in  aothorizing  these  tests. 

Tbe  board  will  be  governed  by  the  snggestions  and  recommendations  of  the 
txMrd  on  construction  contained  in  the  second  indorsement  hereon. 

MooDT,  Secretary, 


(2.) 

Navy  Department, 
WaaMngtont  July  2S,  1903, 
Sib:  1.  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  in  which  you  refer  to  the 
*'act  malLtng  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30,  1904,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  and  offer  the  submarine  torpedo  boat 
Fulton  to  be  "  tested  by  comparison  or  competition,  or  both,"  with  a  Govem- 
oieot  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  any  private  competitor  in  accordance  with 
tbe  terms  and  conditions  of  said  act,  such  test  to  take  place  as  soon  after  the 
15th  of  October,  1908,  as  may  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Department,  you 
are  informed  that  your  request  will  be  granted,  and  the  Fulton^  if  presented 
at  the  proper  time  and  place,  to  be  hereafter  specified  by  the  Department,  will 
b**  tested  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Government  submarine  torpedo  boats 
of  tiie  Holland  type,  and  by  comparison  and  competition  with  the  Lalce  Tor- 
\-^o  Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo  t)oat  Protector,  provided  the  latter 
i*  presented  for  test  at  the  time  decided  upon. 

It  Is  the  intention  of  the  Delta rtnient  to  have  this  test  made  as  soon  after 
r»<'tober  15  next  as  is  practicable. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody.  Secretary, 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Coupany, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


(3.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

yew  York  City,  July  2i,  1903, 
Sie:  We  beg  to  aclcnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  July  23. 
If  the  board  appointed  to  test  these  boats  requires  the  firing  of  any  tor- 
pedoes, we  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  notify  us  of  this  fact,  and  would 
rejspectfully  ask  that  the  most  improved  torpedo  be  loaned  us  for  the  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

HoLiJiND  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

.Vary  Department,  WaaMngton,  D.  C, 

[First  indorsemeDt.1 

Navy  Departubnt,  July  29,  1903, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  for  rejKirt  and 
rHf>miDendation. 

Darling,  Acting  Secretary, 

[flaeond  indorsement.] 

Board  or  Inspection  and  Survey,  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C,  July  31,  1903, 
Respectfully    returned  to  the   Department  with   recommendatiou   that   this 
rf(]Q(«t  be  granted. 

G.    R.    ROELKER. 

Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  Senior  Memher  Present, 
[Third  Indoreement.] 

Navy  Department,  August  3,  1903, 
Bejqjectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  for  report  and  recommeu- 
'!;ition. 
By  direi-tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

r.  S.  Curtis,  Acting  Chief  Clerk, 
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[Fourth  Indoraement.] 

Navy  Dbpastmient*  Bureau  of  Obdnahce, 

August  5,  190S. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

1.  The  Bureau  recommends  that  the  within  request  for  toniedoes  be  ap- 
proved, the  usual  form  of  bond  to  be  given  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  for  the  same. 

2.  If  the  request  is  approved  by  the  Department,  the  Bureau  should  be  in- 
formed as  to  the  type  of  torpedo  desired,  whether  3.55  meter  or  5  meter. 

A.  O.  Ghasb, 
Acting  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 


(4-) 

Navy  Defabtment, 
Washington,  August  7, 19M. 
Sirs  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  requesting  the  loan  of  the 
most  improved  torpedo  in  case  the  board  appointed  to  test  submarine  torpedo 
boat  requires  the  firing  of  any  torpedoes,  you  are  informed  that,  on  recommai- 
dation  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  and  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  the 
Department  will  loan  you  a  torpedo  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  the  usual  form 
of  bond  to  be  given  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  for  the  same. 

Please  Inform  the  Department  as  to  the  type  of  torpedo  desired,  whether  3J55 
meter  or  5  meter. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Dakung,  • 

Acting  Secretary. 
Holland  Tobfedo  Boat  Compaky, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


(5.) 

Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York,  September  IH,  190S, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  owing  to  delay  in  obtaining  materials  the  sub- 
marine boat  Fulton  will  not  be  ready  for  Its  tests  until  November  15. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary, 

[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Department,  September  19,  190S. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  its  informa- 
tion, comment,  and  recommendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

B,  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk. 

[Second  indorsement] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  21,  190S. 

1.  Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

2.  It  seems  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  that  ample  time  has  been 
given  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  prepare  their  boat  for  the  competi- 
tive trial  requested  "  on  the  16th  of  October  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable." 
It  is  essential  that  these  two  boats  should  be  tried  at  the  same  time,  if  possible, 
on  account  of  weather  conditions,  and  the  board  therefore  recommends  that  a 
more  definite  statement  of  fticts  be  required  from  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  before  a  postponement  of  these  competitive  trials  be  permitted. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
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(6.) 

Navy  Depabtmbnt, 
Washington,  September  2S,  190S. 
8iss :  Replying  to  3'our  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  stating  that  owing  to  delay 
In  obtaining  materials  the  submarine  boat  Fulton  will  not  be  ready  for  its  tests 
until  November  15,  you  are  informed  that  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey, 
trhicb  has  been  designated  to  conduct  the  competitive  trials  of  submarine  boats, 
reports  that  ample  time  has  been  given  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to 
prepare  Its  boat  for  the  competitive  trial  requested  "  on  the  15th  of  October  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,**  and  that  it  is  essential  that  the  boats  sub- 
mitted for  test  should  be  tried  at  the  same  time,  if  possible,  on  account  of  the 
weather  conditions.    Under  the  circumstances  the  Department  requests  tliat  you 
will  submit  a  more  definite  statement  of  facts  before  it  gives  consideration  to 
the  proposed  postponement  of  these  competitive  trials. 
Very  respeetfnlly, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary. 
The  HoKXAKD  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

JOO  Broadway,  Neto  York  City. 


(7.) 

Holland  Tobfbdo  Boat  Company, 

New  York  City,  September  25, 190S. 
Sib  :  Yesterday  we  received  a  letter  from  your  office,  replying  to  our  letter  of 
September  18,  in  reference  to  postponing  the  tests  of  the  submarine  boat  Fulton 
until  November  16. 

We  would  respectfully  ask  for  a  copy  of  the  Department's  letter,  as  the  origi- 
nal has  either  been  lost  or  mislaid  by  us. 
Regretting  to  tronbie  you  in  this  matter,  we  are. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Fbost,  Secretary. 
The  Secbetaby  of  the  Navy, 

Jfavy  Department,  WasMngton,  D.  C. 


(a) 


Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  September  26,  190S. 
HiBs:  Agreeable  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
I  herewith  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  Department's  letter  of  the 
23d  instant,  relative  to  your  request  for  postponement  of  the  tests  of  the  sub- 
marine boat  F'fUton. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  F.  Petees, 

Chief  Clerk. 
The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


(9.) 


Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

yew  York  City,  September  26,  190S. 
Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  September  23,  and  in  reply  we 
would  say  that  the  Fulton  has  been  lying  at  our  yard  in  a  dismantled  condi- 
tion since  the  spring  of  1902,  and  it  has  been  our  intention  since  the  passage  of 
the  last  naval  appropriation  bill  to  place  the  vessel  in  commission  again  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  completion  and  delivery  to  the  Government  of  the  last 
vessels  built  for  it,  namely,  the  Porpoise,  Shark,  and  Plunger.  We  found  it 
desirable  to  incorporate  into  the  vessel  a  number  of  improvements  which  we 
bad  developed  since  her  first  commission.    The  designs  being  completed,  the 
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orders  for  the  necessary  material  were  taken  in  hand  during  the  month  of 
June,  1903,  prior  to  the  preliminary  acceptance  of  the  Porpoise,  Sharlc^  and 
Plunger,  On  June  29  the  orders  for  all  the  special  material  were  placed  and 
dftllvery  of  the  most  important  item — the  new  conning  tower — ^was  promised 
on  July  18.  In  passing  we  may  note  that  this  order  would  have  been  placed 
even  earlier  except  that  we  were  unable  to  find  a  firm  which  was  willing  to 
nndertalce  and  guarantee  the  worii:. 

Under  the  circumstances  then  existing,  we  estimated  that  we  could  complete 
the  work  and  have  the  vessel  ready  to  make  her  first  run  by  September  13. 
At  least  a  month  beyond  this  time  was  required  in  order  to  thoroughly  teat 
out  the  old  and  new  devices,  correct  any  minor  deficiencies  which  might  appear, 
and  train  our  crew  in  the  use  of  the  novel  features.  As  stated  in  our  prerloas 
letter,  delays  in  receipt  of  material  have  rendered  it  impossible  to  carry  ont 
this  programme.  For  instance,  the  conning  tower,  delivery  of  which  was  prom- 
ised on  July  18,  was  not  received  until  August  18,  although  every  effort  was 
made  on  our  part  to  hasten  the  work.  Notwithstanding  the  delay  in  receipt  of 
material,  we  made  every  effort  to  carry  out  our  orfginal  programme  by  inau- 
gurating night  and  day  work,  which  is  still  proceeding;  but  by  the  date  of 
our  last  letter  it  became  apparent  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  have  the  ves- 
sel ready  for  trials  by  October  15,  and  our  estimate  of  the  additional  time  re- 
quired is  based  on  working  as  many  men  as  can  possibly  be  worked  on  the  Jobs 
in  hand  night  and  day. 

We  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  point  out  to  the  Department  that  early  trials 
would  be  to  our  interest  as  well  aa  to  the  Department's,  and  while  we  regret  that 
this  delay  should  cause  inconvenience,  we  desire  to  state  most  emphatically 
that  it  is  unavoidable  and  due  to  no  fault  of  ours. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Compakt, 
Elihu  B.  Fbost,  Secretary, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Department,  September  29,  1903, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  report  and 
recommendation   in  connection  with  the  application  of  the  within-mentioned 
company  for  delay  in  the  trials  of  the  Fulton. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C,  September  30,  1903, 

1.  Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

2.  The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  were  advised  by  the  I>epartment  (as 
stated  in  its  third  indorsement  of  July  23,  1903,  on  letter  dated  July  8,  1903, 
from  said  company,  offering  the  submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  for  comparison 
or  competition  with  other  submarine  boats)  that  said  tests  would  be  made  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  October  15,  1903. 

3.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  were  at  that  time  also  advised  by  the 
Department  to  the  same  effect. 

4.  As  it  Is  desirable  that  as  many  representative  boats  as  possible  be  Included 
in  the  competitive  trials  to  be  held  by  the  Department  in  conformity  with  the 
act  of  March  3, 1903,  it  Is  considered  that  a  reasonable  extension  of  time  should 
be  granted  any  competitor  to  prepare  his  vessel  for  trial,  provided  such  delay 
is  not  excessive  in  amount  nor  due  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  said  competitor. 

6.  From  the  present  letter,  dated  on  the  20th  instant,  of  the  Holland  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  it  would  appear  that  the  extension  of  time  requested  by  them  is 
due  to  no  fault  of  their  own. 

^  It  Is  therefore  recommended  that  the  Department  grant  the  request  of  the 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that  the  competitive  trials  to  be  held  under 
act  of  March  3,  1903,  be  postponed,  and  that  they  be  informed  that  the  trials 
will  be  held  as  soon  as  practicable  after  November  15,  1908,  but  that  they  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  Department  at  once  with  a  formal  statement  that  they 
will  have  the  Fulton  ready  for  trial  not  later  than  November  15,  1903. 
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7.  It  is  also  recommeDded  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  of  Bridge- 
port, €onn.,  be  Informed  that  the  Department  has  decided  to  hold  the  competi- 
tive trials  of  submarine  boats  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  at  New- 
port, R.  I.,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  November  15,  1003. 

a  J.  TBAiif, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 

(Third  tndonement.] 

•  Navy  Department,  October  6,  1903. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey. 
The  recommendation  of  the  board  contained  in  the  second  indorsement  hereon 
is  approved.  In  accordance  therevdth  it  is  directed  that  the  competitive  trials 
of  the  submarine  boats  authorized  by  the  Department's  indorsement  of  July  23, 
1968.*  pursuant  to  the  act  of  March  3,  1903,  be  held  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the 
16th  of  Novemt>er,  1903.  The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)mpany  and  the  Lalce 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  have  been  advised  accordingly. 

MooDT,  Secretary. 

[Fourth  indorsement.  1 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Subvet,  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  IS,  t909. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 
Cont«its  noted.  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  U.  8.  Kavy,  President  of  Board. 


(10.) 


Navy  Department,  October  8,  190S. 
Sirs  :  Referring  to  this  Department's  letter  of  July  28,  1903,  relative  to  the 
test  as  soon  after  October  15, 1903,  as  may  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  your  submarine  boat  Fulton  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Government 
sabmarine  torpedo  boats  of  the  Holland  type  and  by  comparison  and  competition 
with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector,  and 
to  your  letters  of  September  18  and  26,  respectively,  requesting  the  delay  of  said 
test  until  November  15,  owing  to  a  delay  in  securing  materials  for  the  Fulton, 
yon  are  informed  that  the  Department  has  this  day  directed,  pursuant  to  the  act 
approved  March  3,  1903,  that  the  above-mentioned  trials  be  held  at  Newport, 
R.  I.,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1903. 

Very  re^)ectfully,  W.  H.  Moodt, 

Secretary. 
The  Hoi.T.A]fD  Torpedo  Boat  Co., 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


(11.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York  City,  October  10,  1903. 
Sir:  We  are  In  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  8,  1903,  informing  us  that 
the  test  of  the  submarine  boat  Fulton  in  comparison  with  a  Government  boat  of 
the  Holland  type  and  with  the  Lake  boat  Protector  will  be  held  nt  Newport  on 
the  IGth  of  November,  1903. 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

EIlihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


(First  indorsement.! 

Navy  Department,  October  12,  1903. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  for  its  informa- 
tion. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk. 
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[Second  Indorsement.] 


Board  of  Inspection  and  Subvet, 

October  14,  1903, 


Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 
Contents  noted. 


0.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board, 


(12.) 


Holland  Tobpkdo  Boat  Ck>MPANT, 
New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y„  October  t5,  1903. 

Mt  Dear  Woodward  :  On  looking  into  the  question  of  the  heights  of  altiseope 
on  Fulton,  we  find  that  the  one  which  we  will  probably  have  to  use  in  the  com- 
ing trials  will  be  about  20  to  21  feet  above  the  light  water-line  of  the  boat  This 
makes  the  mast  quite  a  problem,  but  perhaps  we  can  overcame  that  by  putting 
a  light  mast  extension  on  the  altiseope  tube,  or,  in  case  observers  from  the 
board  are  to  go  in  the  boats,  they  might  take  the  time  when  the  altiseope  is 
actually  used  as  the  time  of  exposure,  each  use  being  accompanied  by  a  change 
in  the  depth  of  the  boat  so  as  to  represent  the  desired  conditions 

I  trust  you  will  give  the  question  of  making  parallel  submerged  runs  very 
serious  consideration.  Certainly  if  they  are  to  be  made  the  courses  should  be 
well  separated  from  each  other.  It  would  appear  to  mei:o  be  better  to  make  a 
right  angle  in  the  course  at  the  target  and  start  one  boat  from  one-half  to  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  ahead  of  the  other,  sending  the  fastest  boat  ahead.  I  think 
that  would  represent  identical  conditions  as  to  sea  and  tide  with  quite  sufficient 
accuracy  and  would  remove  a  certain  personal  element  which  is  quite  inde- 
pendent of  boats. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  L.  Y.  Speak. 

Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C, 


(13.) 

Navy  Department, 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  October  19,  1903. 
Sir  :  1.  Referring  to  the  Department's  third  indorsement  of  July  23, 1903,  upon 
the  letter  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  of  New  York  City,  in  which 
the  Department  stated  that  the  tests  and  competitive  trials  of  the  Holland  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  and  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo  boat  Protector  would  be  conducted  by  the 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  the  board  forwards  herewith,  in  triplicate,  a 
general  programme  of  tests  and  trials  of  these  vessels  to  be  held  on  November 
16,  1903,  and  immediately  thereafter  until  completed.  In  preparing  this  pro- 
gramme the  board  has  endeavored  to  describe  a  series  of  tests  which  wiU  carry 
out  the  intent  of  the  act  approved  March  3,  1903,  under  which  these  trials  are 
conducted,  and  an  attempt  has  been  especially  mada  to  make  the  trials  and 
tests  of  such  a  character  that  the  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boats  con- 
testing therein  may  be  made  to  show,  in  so  far  as  trials  in  time  of  peace  permit 
whether  they  are  capable  of  "fulfilling  all  reasonable  requirements  for  sub- 
marine warfare." 

2.  In  view  of  the  requests  made  by  both  competitors  to  be  informed  at  as 
early  a  date  as  practicable  of  the  general  character  of  the  tests  and  trials  to 
which  they  would  be  subjected  in  this  competition,  it  is  recommended  that  one 
copy  of  the  Inclosed  programme  be  forwarded  to  the  representatives  of  each 
competing  vessel  at  the  earliest  date  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  V,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  October  22, 190S, 
BeBpectfuUy  returned  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey. 
Copies  of  the  within-mentioned  general  programme  of  tests  and  trials  of  sub- 
marine torr)edo  boats  Fultati  and  Protector  were  furnished  the  Holland  Torpedo 
Boat  Com]>any  and  the  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  on  the  2l8t  instant. 

Chas.  H.  Dabling,  Acting  Secretary, 


(14.) 

Oeneral  programme  of  competitive  trials  of  s^uhsurface  and  suhmarine  boats  to 
be  held  at  Newport,  R.  /.,  beginning  on  November  16,  1903,  under  the  prO' 
visions  of  the  *Mcl  making  approprintions  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  190^,  and  for  other  purposes.** 

preparation  of  competing  boats  for  the  trials. 

1.  For  the  purposes  of  these  trials  each  competing  boat  must  be  provided  by 
her  builders  with  a  mast  (of  such  cross  sections  as  to  create  as  little  resistance 
as  possible  when  the  vessel  is  navigated  submerged)  securely  supported  by  wire- 
rope  shrouds  and  stays  and  so  designed  that  it  will  possess  ample  strength  to 
be  carried  by  the  vessel  when  pro|)elled  submerged  at  the  highest  speed  that 
can  be  developed.  The  height  of  the  mast  must  be  such  as  to  fulfill  both  of  the 
foUowlng  requirements: 

(a)  The  top  of  the  mast  must  be  at  least  25  feet  above  the  water  line  at 
wliich  the  vessel  floats  when  in  her  light  condition  for  surface  running,  and 

(6)  The  top  of  the  mast  must  be  at  least  5  feet  above  the  top  of  any  perl- 
scope  or  other  similar  fittings  with  which  the  vessel  Is  i)rovided.  so  that  when 
the  vessel  (with  the  exception  of  the  mast)  is  entirely  submerged  below  the 
surface  of  smooth  water  at  least  5  feet  of  the  upi)er  portion  of  the  mast  will  be 
exposed. 

2.  The  mast  of  each  contestant  will  be  painted  with  bands  of  two  alternate 
colors,  each  1  foot  in  width  when  measured  in  a  vertical  direction,  and  begin- 
ning at  the  top  of  the  mast  with  the  band  of  the  darkest  of  the  two  colors  used. 
The  mast  of  the  Protector  to  be  painted  with  alternate  bands  of  black  and 
white  and  that  of  the  Fulton  with  alternate  bands  of  bright  red  and  light  yellow. 
At  the  top  of  the  mast  there  will  be  fitted  a  small  sheet  of  metal  of  at  least  1 
square  foot  area,  so  designed  that  it  may  act  as  a  distinguishing  pennant,  and 
for  this  puri)ose  it  will  be  of  such  shape  and  color  as  to  be  readily  recognized 
as  belonging  to  a  particular  boat. 

3.  The  object  of  fitting  this  mast  Is  to  permit  the  trial  board  to  at  all  times 
know  the  exact  i)osltion  of  the  comi)eting  boats  and  to  be  able  to  distinguish 
one  l)oat  from  another  when  submerged. 

4.  Each  competitor  will  also  prepare  the  following  information  relative  to  his 
vessel,  which  must  be  submitted  by  hlni  on  November  16,  1003,  to  the  board  con- 
dnctlng  the  competitive  trials  of  these  vessels: 

(a)  A  fiill  set  of  general  plans,  showing  the  arrangement  of  the  vessel  and  Its 
various  fittings  and  giving  all  principal  dimensions. 

(6)  Copies  of  detail  working  plans  showing  the  exact  method  of  construction 
of  each  jmrt  of  the  vessel  and  the  material  used. 

(c)  Copies  of  all  specifications  under  which  the  vessel,  Its  machinery,  and 
fittings  were  built;  these  papers  to  Include  the  records  of  all  tests  that  have 
be«i  made  of  the  material  used  in  the  construction  of  the  vessel,  not  only  as  to 
nnworked  material,  such  as  steel  or  Iron  plates,  shar>es,  etc.,  but  also  as  to  all 
assembled  parts  or  fittings  of  the  vessel  which  were  constructed,  either  In  part 
or  in  their  entirety,  away  from  the  works  of  the  builders  of  the  vessels,  as,  for 
example,  the  storage  batteries,  gas  engines,  electric  motors  used  for  i)ropul8lon 
and  other  purix)ses,  etc.  While  It  Is  not  desired  that  any  tests  should  be  made 
or  specifications  prepared  by  the  competitors  especially  for  the  use  of  the  board 
in  this  connection,  yet  It  Is  desired  that  the  Information  furnished  under  this 
head  may  be  sufllclently  complete  to  show  clearly  the  character  of  the  8ui)er- 
vislon  exercised  by  the  designers  and  builders  In  selecting  materials  and  other- 
wise conducting  the  construction  of  the  vessels. 

3379^— pt  X— 08 10 
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TESTS    AND   TRIALS. 

The  general  character  of  the  tests  and  trials  will  be  as  follows : 

I.  The  determination  of  the  maximum  speed  at  which  each  vessel  can  be 
operated  under  each  of  the  various  conditions  of  service  for  which  it  is  de- 
signed. These  speeds  will  be  determined  by  making  three  runs  at  maximum 
speed  over  the  measured  mile  course  in  Xarragansett  Bay  and  taking  as  the 
true  speed  one- fourth  of  the  sum  of  the  first,  tlie  last,  and  twice  the  middle 
observed  speeds.    Trials  will  be  made  under  each  of  the  following  conditions: 

(tt)  In  the  llsrht  condition,  the  vessel  having  all  ballast  tanks  empty  and 
using  as  a  pr(»i>elling  power  only  tiiat  from  which  the  maximum  radius  of 
action  can  be  obtalniHl. 

(&)  In  the  awash  condition,  which  is  here  dofnied  as  that  in  which  the  vessel 
is  ready  for  instant  diving.  The  fact  that  the  vessel  is  in  this  condition  will 
be  demonstrated  by  actually  diving,  to  such  a  depth  that  not  more  than  3  feet 
of  the  top  of  the  mast  Is  exiwsetl,  imnietl lately  after  completing  each  passage 
over  the  measured  mile  course,  the  vessel  to  reuiain  so  submerged  for  a  time  to 
be  prescribed  by  the  trial  board  at  the  time  the  trial  is  held.  Periscopes  or 
other  similar  fittings  are  not  to  be  used  during  this  trial,  but  the  vessel  must 
be  conned  through  the  ix)rt  holes  of  the  conning  tower. 

(c)  In  the  submerged  condition.  The  vessel  is  to  be  entirely  submerged 
during  this  trial,  not  more  tlian  3  feet  of  the  top  of  the  mast  l)eing  exposed, 
except  for  such  i)eriods  of  observation  through  i)eriscopos  (or  such  other  similar 
devices  as  may  permit  the  observation  to  be  taken  without  the  vessel  "  broach- 
ing" or  making  any  noticable  surface  disturbance)  as  are  necessary  to  enable 
the  vessel  to  maintain  a  straight  course.  Each  vessel  will,  however,  come  near 
enough  to  the  surface  to  make  at  least  two  such  observations  during  each  run 
over  the  measured  mile,  the  length  of  time  the  periscope  is  visible  above  the 
surface  at  each  observation  to  l)e  as  sliort  as  i3osslble. 

II.  The  maneuvering  powers  of  each  vessel  under  the  various  conditions  of 
operation  for  whlcli  the  maxima  s[)eeds  as  described  above  are  determined 
will  be  noted  during  the  different  trials,  and  If  so  directed  by  the  trial  board 
special  tests  w411  be  made  to  further  demonstrate  the  character  of  these  quali- 
ties possessed  by  each  vessel.  These  tests  will  Include  those  necessary  to  show 
the  ability  of  the  vessel  to  remain  at  rest  lu  any  position  when  submerged  and 
to  reverse  her  direction  of  motion  when  submerged — that  Is,  when  going  ahead 
submerged — to  stop  and  go  astern  with  as  slight  changes  as  practicable  in  her 
trim  and  depth  of  Immersion. 

III.  The  ability  of  each  vessel  to  maintain  steadiness  of  route  in  both  the 
horizontal  and  vertical  directions  when  navigated  in  either  the  "  awash "  or 
"  submerged "  conditions  will  be  noted  during  the  various  trials,  and  if  so 
directed  by  the  trial  board  special  tests  will  be  made  to  further  demonstrate 
the  character  of  these  qualities  jwssessed  by  each  vessel. 

IV.  The  times  to  pass  from  the  **  light  condition  "  to  the  "awash  condition," 
and  to  dive  from  the  "  awash  condition  "  to  certain  prescribed  depths  will  be 
noted  during  the  various  trials,  and  If  so  directed  by  the  trial  board  special 
tests  will  be  made  to  further  demonstrate  the  character  of  those  qualities 
possessed  by  each  vessel. 

V.  Trials  will  be  made  to  show  the  time  required  by  each  vessel  to  discharge 
the  full  number  of  torpedoes  carried  by  her  and  to  fully  demonstrate  the  ability 
of  the  vessel  to  perform  with  cfladency  all  functfons  connected  with  her  torpedo 
outfit.  Torpedoes  will  be  fired  w^hile  the  vessel  Is  on  the  surface  and  also  when 
totally  submerged.  The  firing  trials  will  be  made  either  as  separate  tests  or 
as  a  part  of  the  "service  trials"  described  hereafter,  as  may  be  directed  by 
the  trial  board. 

VI.  Trl«ils  will  be  made  either  as  separate  tests  or  In  connection  with  the 
"  service  trials"  described  hereafter,  to  show  the  radius  of  action  of  the  vessel 
when  proi)elled  by  the  motive  power  that  is  used  w^hen  the  vessel  is  being 
navigated  totally  submerged,  and  under  such  other  condltlons^of  propulsion  as 
the  trial  board  may  prescribe  at  the  time  the  trials  ore  held. 

VII.  Trials  to  demonstrate  the  habitability  of  the  vessel  will  be  made  at  such 
time  as  may  be  directed  during  the  progress  of  the  other  trials  by  requiring  the 
entire  crew  to  remain  on  board  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  during  which 
time  the  vessel  shall  be  entirely  self-sustaining.  Such  portion  of  this  period  will 
be  passed  with  the  vessel  below  the  surface  and  such  portion  with  the  vessel 
above  the  surface  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  trial  board  at  the  time  the  trial 
is  held,  and  an  air  supply  sufllcient  for  at  least  twelve  hours  for  the  full  crew 
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oarrled  by  the  coiupotitors  and  two  additional  persons  will  be  provided  by  each 
competitor  in  the  outfit  of  his  vessel. 

VIIL  Trials  herein  designated  as  "service  trials/'  and  approximating  in  the 
closest  jiossiblc  manner  the  probable  and  reasonable  requirements  of  submarine 
warfare,  will  be  held  under  dt^tailed  instructions  to  be  prescribed  by  the  trial 
boonl  at  the  time  the  trials  are  conducted,  but  which  will  fulUll  the  following 
general  couilitlonH: 

irt>  Service  test  of  submarines  oi^erating  from  a  shore  base  against  a  vessel 
in  the  open  sea.  The  submarines  will  proceed  in  **  light  condition  "  from  New- 
l>ort  llartx>r  to  a  stake  vessel  anchored  In  the  neighborhood  of  Point  Judith, 
and  there  will  pass  from  the  **  light  condition  "to  the  **  submerged  condition  " 
and  will  then  proceed  entirely  submerged  (except  whtii  coming  toward  the 
porface  for  the  puri^ose  of  observation  as  hereafter  descrlbtnl)  to  a  second 
stake  veseel  to  be  anchored  in  the  neighborhood  of  Blwk  Island,  where  tor- 
Iied<>es  will  be  discharged  by  each  vessel  against  one  of  two  targets;  each 
target  will  be  represented  by  the  distance  between  two  ship's  cutters  anchored 
300  feet  apart,  and  the  two  targets,  each  of  which  will  be  located  about  300 
yards  from,  and  on  opposite  sides  of,  the  state  vessel,  will  be  so  arranged  that 
the  testF  may  be  proceeded  with  simultaneously  by  both  submarines  without 
I<i6sibi]lty  of  Interference,  and  by  this  means  permit  a  strictly  competitive 
trial  to  be  held.  The  submarines  will  then  return  to  Newport  over  a  course 
which  will  be  prescribed  by  the  trial  board  and  which  will  be  of  such  a  character 
as  to  enable  each  vessel  to  demonstrate  the  actual  radius  of  action  of  which 
H9  proi)ellini;  power  when  entirely  submerged  is  capable.  The  details  of  these 
tp«ts  as  to  the  depth  to  be  maintained  by  the  submarines  when  operating  in 
the  entirely  submerged  condition  and  the  course  to  be  followed  will  be  fur- 
niitbed  the  vessels  on  the  day  this  trial  Is  held.  The  day  selected  for  this  trial 
will,  if  practicable,  be  one  with  a  moderate  sea  running  so  as  to  fully  demou- 
stnte  the  seaworthiness  of  the  submarines  when  operated  in  such  weather  both 
in  the  light  and  submerged  conditions.  The  use  of  [)eriscoi)es  or  other  similar 
fittings  is  authorized  during  this  test,  but  the  time  that  they  are  exposed  to 
view,  the  area  presented  for  observation,  and  tlie  surface  disturbance  they 
create  when  risible,  will  be  noted  in  the  record  of  the  trial  and  will  receive  due 
•v>nsideration  by  the  board.  It  is  considered  that  absolute  Invisibility  except 
during  shoi-t  periods  of  exposure  permitting  an  observation  of  the  vessels* 
P(*sltion  to  be  taken,  and  at  those  times  the  least  possible  surface  disturbance 
that  might  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  presence  of  a  submarine,  are  essential 
features  in  the  successful  design  of  a  vessel  to  be  employed  in  submarine 
warfare;  and  will  be  so  considered  by  the  board  in  considering  the  performances 
of  the  competing  vessels  in  this  test. 

(bi  A  second  service  test  will  be  made  from  a  shore  base  against  a  vessel 
ID  the  open  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  the  conditions  of  operation 
of  the  vessel  when  the  periscope  is  not  used. 

<c)  A  third  service  test  will  be  made  with  the  submarines,  starting  from  a 
point  in  the  open  sea,  the  submarines  being  in  the  "  light  condition,"  and  a  slum- 
la  ted  attack  will  be  made  against  mine  defenses  in  a  harbor  to  be  selected 
by  the  trial  board.  The  test  will  consist  in  the  submarine  approaching  and 
entering  the  harbor  in  a  totally  submerged  condition,  only  coming  to  the  sur- 
face for  such  observations  through  the  periscope  or  other  similar  fitting  as 
niay  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  and  in  cutting  a  lengtji  of 
^Qbmerged  cable  of  a  character  similar  to  that  used  for  controlling  harbor  mines. 
The  cable  will  l»e  actually  cut  and  a  jwrtion  of  it  removed,  and  the  submarine 
will  return  to  her  sea  base  without  coming  to  the  surface,  except  as  necessary 
for  safety  in  ortler  to  be  properly  navigated. 

The  time  r«H|ulred  to  perform  each  of  the  above  tests  will  receive  careful 
^-i'nsideration  from  the  board  in  its  ratings  of  the  merits  of  the  comi)etlng  ves- 
'^''Is,  anil  ea«*h  contestant  will  be  required  to  navigate  his  vessel  during  said 
T**tK  at  the  highest  speed  practicable,  having  due  consideration  to  the  trial 
n^nalrements. 

IX.  The  onler  in  which  the  trials  are  to  l>e  held  will  be  determined  by  the 
trial  l>oard,  but  the  competing  vessels  will  be  present  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  at  10 
a.  lu.  on  Xovenilier  16,  1903,  ready  to  Immediately  proceed  with  any  of  the 
Rl-wHl  trials  over  the  measured  mile  course  prescribed  above.  All  the  outfit 
Df<»e«sary  for  the  crew  to  remain  on  board  during  the  twenty-four-hour  habit- 
ahllffy  test,  except  consumable  stores,  will  be  carried  by  the  competing  vessels 
•lurlnp  all  the  trials  and  will  be  on  board  when  they  are  presented  for  ti'ial  on 
November  16. 
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X.  Such  other  trials  or  tests  as  may  be  considered  necessary  by  the  trial 
lK>ard  will  be  made  in  order  to  fully  demonstrate  the  absolute  or  relative  nier- 
its  of  the  competing  vessels  in  the  of)eratlons  of  submarine  warfare. 

(15.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington^  October  20,  1903. 
Sirs:  Referring  to  i)revlous  corresixmdence  relative  to  comijetitive  tests  of 
submarine  boats  to  be  held  November  l(i,  the  following  report  and  recommen- 
dation of  the  board  of  ins[)ection  and  survey  on  tlie  subject  is  approved  and  is 
quoted  for  your  information  : 

The  maximum  speed  of  each  vessel  will  be  determined  under  all  conditions 
under  wliich  the  boat  could  oix>rate;  the  ability  of  each  l>oat  to  i)erforiu  the 
services  at  sea  required  of  a  submarine  vessel  acting  against  an  enemy  either 
from  a  shore  or  sea  base  will  also  be  determined.  The  board  will  also  make 
such  trials  as  it  may  consider  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  radius  of  action  of 
each  vessel  when  running  In  a  totally  submerged  and  other  conditions.  Such 
will  be  the  general  character  of  the  trials. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  trials  now  authorized  to  be  held  o  nthe  16th  of 
Noveml)er  be  proceeded  with  by  one  coniijetltor  even  in  the  absence  of  the  other, 
and  that  the  Department  now  so  inform  each  competitor. 
Very  respectfully, 

Ch AS.  H.  Dabling,  Acting  f^ecretary. 
The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


(16.) 


Navy  Department, 
Washington,  October  Jt,  1903. 
Sirs:  Referring  to  the  Department's  letter  of  the  20th  instant  advising  you 
that  the  tests  and  comi)etltive  trials  of  the  I^ke  Toriiedo  Boat  Comimny's  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  Protector  and  your  submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  would 
be  conducted  by  the  board  of  in8i>ectiou  and  survey  on  November  10,  1903,  and 
Imuietiiately  thereafter  until  completed,  I  herewith  inclose  a  general  programme 
of  the  above-mentioned  tests  and  trials  prepared  by  the  laoard  of  insiiection 
and  survey.  The  board  states  that  in  preparing  this  programme  it  has  en- 
deavored to  describe  a  Herles  of  tests  whicli  will  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  act 
approved  March  3,  KMKJ,  under  which  these  trials  are  conducted,  and  an  at- 
tempt has  been  especially  made  to  make  the  trials  and  tests  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  the  subsurface  or  submnrine  tt»riiedo  boats  contesting  therein  may 
he  made  to  show,  in  so  far  as  trials  in  time  of  peace  i»ermlt,  whether  they  are 
capable  of  "  fulfilling  all  reasonable  requii-emens  for  submarine  warfare." 
Very  resiHJctfully, 

C'liAs.  H.  Darling.  Acting  Scc^-ctarp. 
The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

100  Broadway,  yeic  York  City. 


(17.) 


Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

ycic  York  City,  October  23,  1903. 
Sir:  We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  21,  inclosing 
the  general  programme  for  tests  and  trials  preiwired  by  the  board  of  insi^- 
tion  and  survey. 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary.    . 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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(18.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York,  November  2,  1903, 

Sib:  Referring  to  the  Dei>artmeiit*s  coniiuunicatlon  of  the  21st  ultimo,  and 
its  previous  correi»i)ondence  relative  to  eonii)etitive  trials  of  submarine  torpedo 
Ik<its  to  he  held  on  the  IGth  instant,  we  regret  to  inform  you  that  we  will  be 
iiualUe  to  present  the  Fulton  for  trial  on  the  date  set.  A  number  of  causes 
have  combined  to  delay  the  preparations  of  this  vessel,  the  most  important  of 
which  being  the  development  of  some  obscure  difficulty  in  the  storage  battery. 
This  difficulty  has  beeu  i)rogressive  and  has  required  the  renewal  of  a  number 
(•f  wlls.  which  work  is  not  yet  completed.  Neither  the  manufacturers  nor 
ourst'lves  have  been  able  so  far  to  discover  the  cause  of  this  trouble,  and  the 
vessfl  csiu  not  be  prepared  for  exhaustive  test  until  this  difficulty  is  entirely 
ovcrcf»nie. 

The  matter  has  progressed  far  enough  now  to  enable  us  to  state  that  we 
can  not  be  ready  on  the  16th  instant,  but  not  far  enough  to  enable  us  to  state 
when  we  can  offer  the  vessel  for  trial.  In  view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  when 
!5he  can  be  prepared  for  trial,  we  prefer  to  postpone  our  request  for  such  trial 
until  the  veeeel  is  actually  ready. 

Referring  to  the  programme  for  the  tests  and  trials,  forwarded  with  Depart- 
nieut's  letter  alK>ve  referred  to,  we  note  that  a  twenty-four-hour  habitability 
trial  is  there  provided  for  In  section  7.  Should  it  be  the  Department's  intention, 
ill  the  absence  of  the  Fnlton,  to  make  such  a  test  with  one  of  the  Grovernment 
tKots,  we  desire  to  inform  you  that  we  would  be  glad  to  loan  to  the  Depart- 
ment the  portable  outfit  provided  for  the  Fulton,  which  could  be  temporarily 
in:«tancd  in  the  (Jovemment  boat  selected  for  this  trial  practically  without 
ex(ieiise. 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Elihu  B.  Fbost,  Secretary, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

yavy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C, 

(First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  November  5, 1903, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  for  report  and 
reccnimenda  tion. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Sitrvey,  November  7,  1903, 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  trial  of  the  Lake  boat  Protector  be  pro- 
ceeded with  on  November  16,  1903,  in  general  conformity  with  the  programme 
forwarded  with  the  board's  letter  of  October  19,  1903,  and  that  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  be  informed  that  if  they  so  desire  one  of  their  boats 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Government  will  be  loaned  to  them  in  order  that 
there  may  be  a  competitive  trial  between  the  two  t3*i)es  of  boats,  it  being  under- 
««k1  that  this  bcwt  will  be  returned  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in 
the  9Ame  condition  a 8  that  in  which  it  is  delivered  to  them  and  without  expense 
to  the  Government. 

0.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U,  S,  Navy,  President  of  Board, 


(19.) 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  November  9,  1903. 

Sits:  ReferrlDS  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  stating  that  yoo  will  be 

enable,  for  the  reasons  stated  therein,  to  present  the  Fulton  for  trial  on  the 

16th  instant,  in  connection  with  the  competitive  trials  of  submarine  torpedo 

hotts  to  be  held  on  that  date,  but  that  in  connection  with  the  twenty-four 
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hour  habltability  trial  provided  for  In  Rectlon  7  of  the  Depart inent's  programme 
for  te«ts  and  trials,  should  it  be  the  Deijartment's  intention,  in  the  alisence 
of  the  FultOHf  to  make  such  a  test  with  one  of  the  Government  boats,  you 
would  be  glad  to  loan  the  portable  outfit  iirovided  for  the  Fulton,  which  c*ould 
be  temporarily  Installed  in  the  Government  boat  selected  for  this  trial  prac- 
tically without  expense,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  of  Inspection 
and  Survey,  to  which  your  letter  was  referred,  has  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  is  approved: 

"The  board  recommends  that  the  trial  of  the  Lake  boat  Protector  be  pro- 
ceeded with  on  November  16,  1903,  in  general  conformity  with  the  programme 
forwarded  with  the  board's  letter  of  October  19,  1903,  and  that  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Ck)mpany  be  informed  that,  if  they  so  desire,  one  of  their  boats 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Government  will  be  loaned  to  them  In  order 
that  there  may  be  a  competitive  trial  between  the  two  types  of  boats,  it  being 
understood  tliat  this  boat  will  be  returned  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany in  the  same  condition  as  that  in  which  it  is  delivered  to  them  and  with- 
out expense  to  the  Government." 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Darling,  Secretary. 

The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)MPANY, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


(20.) 


Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York,  November  IS,  1903, 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  Department's  letter  of  the  9th  instant,   offering  to 
loan  us  one  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boats  built  by  us  for  use  in  the  com- 
petitive trials  to  be  held  off  Newport  the  16th  instant,  we  beg  to  inform  the 
Department  we  can  not  take  advantage  of  this  offer. 

The  time  now  at  our  disposal  is  entirely  inadequate  to  enable  us  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  use  one  of  the  (government  boats;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, we  feel  that  having  undertaken  at  very  considerable  expense  the  installa- 
tion of  improvements  in  the  Fulton  we  should  have  the  advantage  of  such 
improvements  in  any  competitive  tests. 

As  we  liave  already  stated  In  our  letter  of  November  2,  we  should  prefer 
now  to  wait  until  the  boat  is  actually  ready  for  trial  before  offering  her,  but 
we  may  state  for  the  general  information  of  the  Department  we  fully  expect  to 
have  her  ready  for  trial  within  the  next  month;  and,  further,  we  propose  to 
continue  overtime  work  on  this  vessel  as  far  as  is  practicable  until  she  is  ready 
for  trail. 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  /).  C, 


(21.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  November  14,  J  90S, 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
it  is  not  practicable  for  the  Department  to  postpone  the  proiwsed  competitive 
trials  of  submarine  boats. 

It  is  regretted  that  your  preparations  are  not  complete,  but  further  waiting 
can  not  be  authorized  as  suggested  by  you,  and  said  trials  must  therefore  be 
proceeded  with  at  the  time  already  fixed. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary, 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

100  Broadway,  New  York, 
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(22.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York,  November  18,  1903, 

Sn:  Referring  to  the  Department's  communication  of  tlie  14tli  instant,  we 
note  that  the  DeiJartmeut  states  that  it  Is  not  practicable  to  postpone  the  pro- 
pooed  competitive  trials  of  submarine  l>oat8,  and  that  further  waiting  can  not 
be  authorized  as  suggested  by  us.  In  this  connection  we  desire  to  point  out  to 
the  Department  that  we  did  not  request  a  postponement  of  the  competitive 
trials  of  sabmarlne  boats,  for  the  reason  that  we  had  already  been  granted  one 
postponement  by  the  Department,  and,  further,  that  on  account  of  the  obscure 
natare  of  the  difficulty  with  the  storage  battery  it  was  impossible  for  us  to 
set  a  date  in  advance  when  we  would  certainly  be  ready. 

To  avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding,  we  deem  it  proper  to  again  inform 
the  Department  of  our  position  in  the  premises,  as  follows : 

We  propose  to  complete  the  preparation  of  the  Fulton,  for  trial  and  to  inform 
the  Department  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  exact  date  we  will  be  prepared  to 
present  her  for  trial,  with  a  request  that  she  be  tried  as  soon  after  that  date 
as  the  Department's  convenience  may  permit,  it  being  our  understanding  that 
the  unavoidable  delay  in  preparing  her  for  trial  does  not*  deprive  us  of  our 
rights  to  a  trial  in  "  competition  "  or  by  "  comparison,"  since  the  terms  of  the 
act  may  be  complied  with  in  the  absence  of  a  direct  "  competitive  "  test  by  sub- 
jecting all  competing  boats  to  the  same  trials  for  "  comparison  "  with  the  Gov- 
ernment boats. 

Very  respectfully,  Holi.and  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 

Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary. 

The  Secbetabt  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department^  Washington,  D.  C, 

[First  indorsemeDt.] 

Navy  Department,  November  27,  1903. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  comment  and 
recommendation.  # 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  Peters.  Chief  Clerk. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Board  or  Inspection  and  Survey, 

November  21,  1903. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  trial  of  the  Fulton  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
coDtTJictors  are  entirely  ready. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(23.) 

Navy  Department,  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  November  20, 1903. 
8ii:  1.  In  obedience  to  Department's  order  of  November  13,  1903,  for  the  com- 
petitive tests  and  trials  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine 
torpedo  boat  Fulton,  and  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo 
boat  Protector^  the  board  has  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

2.  The  board  assembled  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  at  9  a.  m.  on  November  16,  1903, 
and  was  informed  by  the  Holland  Tor|)edo  Boat  Company's  representative  that 
the  Fulton  was  not  ready  for  trial  and  would  not  be  for  several  weeks.  The 
I*ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  boat  Protector  had  not  arrived.  She  arrived  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  and  the  president  of  the  company,  Mr.  Lake, ' 
Informed  the  board  that  certain  injuries  that  had  been  received  by  the  star- 
board shaft  necessitated  going  into  dock  for  repairs.  He  also  stated  that  he 
bad  not  had  sufficient  time  for  exercising  his  boat  in  preparation  for  this  trial, 
and  requested  that  the  trial  be  postponed  for  some  time  for  the  purpose  of 
n«klng  repairs  and  exercising  his  boat  subsequent  to  these  reimirs.  When 
fttdy  for  trial  he  will  advise  the  board  of  the  fact. 

3.  The  board  therefore  retunied  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  U.  B.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
The  SicsETABT  or  the  Navy. 
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(24.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  December  i,  190S. 

SiES:  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  in  which  you  inform  the 
Department  of  your  position  in  the  matter  of  the  proposed  competitive  trials 
of  submarine  boats,  you  are  informed  that  when  the  Holland  torpedo  boat  is 
ready  for  trial,  if  you  will  so  inform  the  Department,  the  subject  will  receive 
consideration. 

Very  resiiectfully, 

W.  H.  Moody,  Secretary. 
The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


(25.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  January  19,  190^ 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  competitive  test  of  subsurface  and  submarine  boats  un- 
der the  "Act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  jad- 
ing June  30,  1904,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1903,  the  Depart- 
ment has  this  day  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Gompany, 
which  applies  to  all  persons  who  may  submit  subsurface  or  submarine  boats  for 
test  under  the  act  in  question,  namely : 

"Your  letter  of  January  11,  1904,  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey,  rela- 
tive to  the  test  of  the  submarine  boat  Protector,  has  been  referred  to  the  De- 
partment. You  are  informed  that  the  naval  approjiriation  act.  approved  March 
3,  1903,  authorizing  the  Department  to  contract  for  or  purchase  subsurface  or 
submarine  tori)edo  boats  provided  that  said  purchase  or  contract  should  be  pre- 
ceded by  comparisons  or  competitions  with  the  boats  already  in  the  Gk>vem- 
ment's  possession  or  those  of  any  private  competitor.  In  order  to  afford  a  basis 
for  these  comparisons  and  to  determine  whether  the  boats  presentetl  for  trial 
would,  if  accepted  by  the  Department,  fulfill  all  reasonable  requirements  for 
submarine  warfare,  the  Department  prepared  a  *General  programme  of  com* 
petitive  trials  of  subsurface  and  submarine  boats,'  a  copy  of  which  was  fur- 
nished to  all  competitors  who  had  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  these  tests.  Since 
the  act  under  which  these  tests  are  conducted  in  accordance  with  this  pro- 
gramme provides  for  the  test  of  a  completed  boat,  the  actual  results  attained  by 
said  boats  when  tested  by  the  trial  board  will  be  considered  as  final  for  the 
purposes  provided  for  in  this  act. 

"  It  is  desired,  therefore,  that  before  you  apply  for  a  competitive  trial  of  your 
boat  you  will  furnish  the  Department  with  a  formal  statement,  in  writing,  to 
the  following  effect,  viz: 

"  *  That  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at  that  time 
finally  complete<l  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accei)t  as  final,  for  the  punx)se6 
of  this  act,  the  results  which  your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the 
present  time.' 

"  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  clearly  understood,  as,  in  view  of  the 
competitive  character  of  these  trials,  the  Department  can  not  allow  them  to  be 
repeated,  but  will  insist  that  the  results  of  these  trials  when  once  held  must  be 
considered  as  final  in  the  matter  of  determining  the  relative  merits,  under  the 
act  aforesaid,  of  the  various  competing  boats." 

Respectfully,  Ghas.  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary, 

The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Hanover  Bank  Building,  Nassau  and  Pine  Streets, 

New  Yoi'k  City. 


(26.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Ncic  York,  January  20,  190i, 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  received.    In  reply  would  say  that  we 
will  comply  with  your  request 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C 
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(22.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Neir  York,  November  18,  1903. 
Sib:  Referring  to  the  Department's  communication  of  the  14th  Instant,  we 
note  that  the  Department  states  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  postpone  the  pro- 
posed competitiye  trials  of  submarine  boats,  and  that  further  waiting  can  not 
be  authorized  as  suggested  by  us.  In  this  connection  we  desire  to  point  out  to 
the  Department  that  we  did  not  request  a  postponement  of  the  competitive 
trials  of  submarine  boats,  for  the  reason  that  we  had  already  been  granted  one 
postponem^it  by  the  Department,  and,  further,  that  on  account  of  the  obscure 
nature  of  the  diflaculty  with  the  storage  battery  it  was  impossible  for  us  to 
set  a  date  in  advance  when  we  would  certainly  be  ready. 

To  avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding,  we  deem  it  proper  to  again  inform 
the  Department  of  our  position  in  the  premises,  as  follows : 

We  propose  to  complete  the  preparation  of  the  Fulton,  for  trial  and  to  inform 
the  Department  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  exact  date  we  will  be  prepared  to 
present  her  for  trial,  with  a  request  that  she  be  tried  as  soon  after  that  date 
as  the  Department's  convenience  may  permit,  it  being  our  understanding  that 
the  unavoidable  delay  in  preparing  her  for  trial  does  not-  deprive  us  of  our 
rights  to  a  trial  in  "  competition  "  or  by  **  comparison,"  since  the  terms  of  the 
act  may  be  complied  with  in  the  absence  of  a  direct  '*  competitive  "  test  by  sub- 
jecting all  competing  boats  to  the  same  trials  for  "  comparison  "  with  the  Gov- 
ormi^it  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  Holi*and  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

ElLiHu  B.  Frost,  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  iDdorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  November  21,  1903. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  for  comment  and 
recommendation.  » 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  Peters.  Chief  Clerk. 

[Second  Indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

November  27,  1903. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  trial  of  the  Fulton  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
contractors  are  entirely  ready. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(23.) 

Navy  Department,  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  November  20,  1903. 
Sib:  1.  In  obedience  to  Department's  order  of  November  13,  1903,  for  the  com- 
petitive tests  and  trials  of  tlie  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine 
torpedo  boat  Fulton,  and  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  submarine  torpedo 
boat  Protector,  the  board  has  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

2.  The  board  assembled  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  at  9  a.  m.  on  November  16,  1903, 
and  was  informed  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  representative  that 
the  Fulton  was  not  ready  for  trial  and  would  not  be  for  several  weeks.  The 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's  boat  Protector  had  not  arrived.  She  arrived  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  and  the  president  of  the  comimny,  Mr.  Lake, 
informed  the  board  that  certain  injuries  that  had  been  received  by  the  star- 
board shaft  necessitated  going  into  dock  for  repairs.  He  also  stated  that  he 
had  not  had  sufficient  time  for  exercising  his  boat  In  preparation  for  this  trial, 
asd  requested  that  the  trial  be  postponed  for  some  time  for  the  purpose  of 
making  repairs  and  exercising  his  boat  subsequent  to  these  repairs.  When 
ready  for  trial  he  will  advise  the  board  of  the  fact. 

3.  The  board  therefore  returned  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
The  Secretaby  of  the  Navy. 
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[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Department,  April  ^,  1904. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  Insi)ectlon  and  survey  for  its  informa- 
tion, comment,  and  recommendation. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Chas.  a.  Dana,  (?)  Acting  Chief  Clerk. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

BoABD  OF  Inspection  and  Survey,  Navy  Depabtment, 

WaaJiUigtan,  D.  (7.,  AprU  6, 1904. 
Respectfally  returned  to  the  Department. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  board  has  not  received  from  either  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)mpany  the  formal  certifi- 
cate that  their  boats  were  satisfactorily  completed  and  ready  for  trial,  and  that 
they  were  pre];)ared  to  abide  by  the  results  of  the  trial  in  conformity  with  the 
board's  recommendation  to  the  Department  contained  in  a  report  dated  January 
16,  1904. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  such  certificate  from  either  company  the  board  is  pre- 
pared to  proceed  immediately  with  the  tests  which  the  Department  has  already 
approved. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(29.) 


Holland  Toapedo  Boat  Company, 
New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  AprU  21,  1904. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  our  letter  of  April  1,  1904,  relative  to  date  when  the  sub- 
marine boat  Fulton  will  be  ready  for  trial,  we  regret  to  inform  the  Department 
that  on  the  19th  instant  an  accident  occurred  to  the  main  engine,  disabling  one 
cylinder.  The  work  of  repairing  this  damage  is  now  under  way,  and  it  appears 
probable  that  the  trials  of  the  vessel  will  be  delayed  ther^y  from  one  to  two 
weeks.  On  account  of  the  ensuing  delay  of  the  preliminary  trials,  we  are  un- 
able as  yet  to  set  definitely  a  date  when  the  vessel  wiU  be  ready  for  trial.  This, 
however,  we  expect  to  be  able  to  do  within  the  next  week  or  ten  days. 

Upon  formally  offering  this  vessel  for  trial  the  provisions  of  the  Department's 
communication  of  January  19,  1904,  will  be  complied  with. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Fbost,  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Department,  April  22,  1904, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  for  its  informa- 
tion and  return. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Petebs,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  Indorsement] 

BoABD  OF  Inspection  and  Survey,  Navy  Department, 

Washington  D.  C,  AprU  25,  1904. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 
Contents  noted. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 
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(30.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Xew  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  .Y.  T.,  April,  21,  190k. 
Sib:  We  bave  the  honor  to  Inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a 
letter  which  we  are  addressing  to  tlie  Deiwrtment  under  this  date  relative  to 
the  date  when  the  Fulton  will  probably  be  ready  for  competitive  trials. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary, 
Capt.  C.  J.  Train,  U.  S.  Navy, 

President  Board  of  Inspection  and  Surrey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 


(31.) 
[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  23,  1904. 
Mr.  C.  T.  Sfear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Cotnpany, 

Netr  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  .V.  1*.: 
Am  preparing  proprietary  requisition  for  Bureau  Construction  for  one  re- 
rolving  periscope  15  feet  high  for  Shark  and  one  i>ower-operated  15-foot  peri- 
scope for  Porpoise,  both  to  have  steering-gear  extension,  and  on  the  Porpoise, 
in  addition,  an  Independent  compass  installation.  All  as  your  letter  19th. 
Requisition  will  be  fonR-arded  you  at  once. 

Woodward. 


(32.) 


Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

\cw  York,  May  3,  190^. 
I>eab  Mr.  Woodward:  Last  Frldny  when  I  dlscusswl  the  matter  of  trials 
with  you  I  understood  that  the  week  begiiming  May  IG  would  be  convenient 
to  the  board.  If  I  remember  correctly,  Mr.  Cowles  wild  there  would  be  a 
surface  torpedo  boat  ready  for  trial  at  tlint  time,  but  that  as  the  contractors 
had  kept  your  board  waiting  the  trial  of  that  boat  could  be  delayed  imtil  the 
week  beginning  May  26.  After  conference  with  Mr.  Spear,  and  stating  your 
board's  engagements  as  I  have  stated  in  this  letter,  Mr.  Spear  said  that  he 
would  prefer  the  26th  rather  than  the  16th,  and  that  we  would  be  able  on 
Monday  or  Tuesday  of  next  week  at  the  hitest  to  notify  the  Department  that 
we  would  be  ready  for  our  trials  May  26. 

I  write  this  to  you  in  order  that  the  board  may  not  be  Inconvenienced  should 
we  find  that  we  are  unable  to  be  ready  by  the  16th,  which  will  undoubtedly 
be  the  case.  ^ 

Ver>'  sincerely, 

E.  B.  Frost. 
Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Surrey,  Nary  Deifuriment, 

Washington,  />.  C. 


(33.) 

May  12,  11M)4. 
Dear  Woodward:  We  are  writing  the  Deiiartuieiit  and  sending  coijy  for  our 
letter  to  Captain  Train,  stating  that  we  will  be  ready  for  trial  on  the  30th 
instant  and  asking  for  trial  as  soon  thereafter  ns  i)ossible.  Owing  to  a  very 
annoying  delay  In  connection  with  getting  material  for  repairs  to  the  engine 
we  are  losing  more  time  over  that  job  than  we  had  expected,  whcb  makes 
preparations  for  the  23d  a  trifle  too  hurried  to  be  safe,  and  as  we  want  to 
begin  at  the  b^innlng  of  the  week  that  means  the  30th. 
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[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Depabtment,  April  4,  190.^ 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  insi)eetlon  and  survey  for  its  informa- 
tion, comment,  and  recommendation. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Ghab.  a.  Dana,  (?)  Acting  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  indorsement] 

BoABD  OF  Inspection  and  Subvey,  Navy  Depabtment, 

Washington,  D.  (7..  AprU  6,  1904. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  board  has  not  received  from  either  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  the  formal  certifi- 
cate that  their  boats  were  satisfactorily  completed  and  ready  for  trial,  and  that 
they  were  prepared  to  abide  by  the  results  of  the  trial  In  conformity  with  the 
board's  recommendation  to  the  De];)artm«it  contained  In  a  report  dated  January 
16,  1004. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  such  certificate  from  either  company  the  board  is  pre- 
pared to  proceed  immediately  with  the  tests  which  the  Department  has  already 
approved. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U,  8.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 


(29.) 


Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  AprU  21,  190^. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  our  letter  of  April  1,  1904,  relative  to  date  when  the  sub- 
marine boat  Fulton  will  be  ready  for  trial,  we  regret  to  inform  the  Department 
that  on  the  19th  instant  an  accident  occurred  to  the  main  engine,  disabling  one 
cylinder.  The  work  of  repairing  this  damage  is  now  under  way,  and  it  appears 
probable  that  the  trials  of  the  vessel  will  be  delayed  thereby  from  one  to  two 
weeks.  On  account  of  the  ensuing  delay  of  the  preliminary  trials,  we  are  un- 
able as  yet  to  set  definitely  a  date  when  the  vessel  will  be  ready  for  trial.  This, 
however,  we  expect  to  be  able  to  do  within  the  next  week  or  ten  days. 

Upon  formally  offering  this  vessel  for  trial  the  provisions  of  the  Department's 
communication  of  January  19,  1904,  will  be  complied  with. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Fbost,  Secretary, 
The  Secretaby  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D,  C, 

[First  indorsement] 

Navy  Depabtment,  AprU  22,  190^, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey  for  its  informa- 
tion and  return. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Petebs,  Chief  Clerk, 

[Second  indorsement] 

BoABD  OF  Inspection  and  Subvey,  Navy  Depabtment, 

Washington  D,  C„  April  25,  190k, 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 
Contents  noted. 

C.  J.  Tbain, 
Captain,  U,  8,  Navy,  President  of  Board, 
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(30.) 

Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  X.  F.,  April,  21,  190i. 
Sib:  We  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a 
letter  which  we  are  addressing  to  tlie  Deimrtment  under  this  date  relative  to 
the  date  when  the  Fulton  will  probably  be  ready  for  competitive  trials. 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  F^ost,  Secretary, 
Capt.  C.  J.  Tbain,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Freaident  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C 


(31.) 
[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  23,  1904. 
Mr.  C.  T.  Spear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Neir  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  X,  \\: 
Am  prei>aring  proprietary  requisition  for  Bureau  Construction  for  one  re- 
volving perlwrope  15  feet  high  for  Shark  and  one  i)ower-operated  15-foot  peri- 
scope for  ForpfAse,  both  to  have  steering-gear  extension,  and  on  the  Porpoise, 
in  addition,  an  independent  compass  iustallntion.  All  as  your  letter  19th. 
Beqnisftion  will  be  forwarded  you  at  once. 

Woodward. 


(32.) 


Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Xcw  York,  May  S,  IdOJ^, 
I>eAB  Mr.  Woodward:  I^st  Frldny  when  I  discussed  the  matter  of  trials 
with  you  I  understood  that  the  wet»k  beginning  May  1(>  would  be  convenient 
to  the  board.  If  I  remember  correctly,  Mr.  Cowles  said  there  w(»uld  be  a 
surface  torpedo  boat  ready  for  trial  nt  that  time,  but  that  as  the  ('<»ntractors 
had  kept  your  board  waiting  the  trial  of  that  boat  could  be  delayed  until  the 
week  beginning  May  26.  After  conference  with  Mr.  Spear,  and  stating  your 
board's  engagements  as  I  have  stated  in  this  letter,  Mr.  Spear  said  that  he 
would  prefer  the  26th  rather  than  the  16th,  and  that  we  would  be  able  on 
Monday  or  Tuesday  of  next  week  at  the  latest  to  notify  the  Department  that 
we  would  be  ready  for  our  trials  May  26. 

I  write  this  to  you  in  order  that  the  board  may  not  be  inconvenienced  should 
we  find  that  we  are  unable  to  be  ready  by  the  16th,  which  will  undoubtedly 
be  the  case. 

Very  sincerely, 

E.  B.  Frost. 
Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  Xavy  Dvimvtment, 

Washington,  IK  C, 


(33.) 

May  12,  1904. 
Dear  Woodward:  We  are  writing  the  Department  and  sending  copy  for  our 
letter  to  Captain  Train,  statiug  that  we  will  be  ready  for  trial  on  the  30th 
tostant  and  asking  for  trial  as  soon  thereafter  as  i)ossible.  Owing  to  a  very 
annoying  delay  in  connection  with  getting  material  for  repairs  to  the  engine 
we  are  losing  more  time  over  that  Job  tlian  we  had  expected,  whch  makes 
preparations  for  the  23d  a  trifle  too  hurried  to  be  safe,  and  as  we  want  to 
begin  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  that  means  the  30th. 
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I  have  pone  over  the  question  of  the  order  of  the  trials  with  n  view  to  getting 
them  in  the  most  compact  and  convenient  form  for  aii  hands,  and  the  following 
seems  to  me  at  the  present  time  to  be  the  best  arrangement : 

FIRST    DAY. 

Foreno<>n :  Run  out  to  the  course  under  the  pasoline  engine,  trim  the  Ixmt, 
and  make,  first,  submerged  speed  runs,  and  then  the  awash  si)eed  runs  under 
the  motor. 

Afternoon:  Run  speetl  nms  under  the  gasoline  engine  in  the  light  condition; 
Are  toriiedo  In  the  light  condition;  return  to  the  station,  charge  air  and  charge 
batteries. 

SKtOND    DAY. 

Forenoon:  Adjust  and  load  toriKMloes  into  the  boat  and  take  aboai*d  con- 
sumable stiires. 

Afternoon  :  Make  an  early  start,  run  under  the  gasoline  engine  to  tlie  starting 
vessel,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Point  Judith.  Trim  to  the  submerged  condition 
and  make  toriHHlo  attack,  using  periscope,  on  a  target  in  the  neighborhoi^  of 
Block  Island.  After  discharging  that  tori>edo  load  another  one  under  water 
and  make  second  torpedo  attack,  using  the  conning  tower,  but  not  the  periscope. 
After  the  second  attack  continue  the  vessel's  run  submerged  until  the  battery  is 
disc!  arged.  Pass  to  the  llpht  condition  and  proceed  under  way  with  the  gaso- 
line engine.  From  this  ix>int  two  choices  are  oi)en,  either  to  run  until  dark, 
then  anchor,  get  under  way  at  daylight,  and  continue  until  twenty-four  hoars 
have  expired  from  the  start ;  or  to  stop,  permit  a  tender  to  put  aboard  the  masks, 
running  lights,  etc.,  which  will  be  reiiulred  if  we  projwse  to  run  at  night. 

You  will  see  tbat  I  have,  of  course,  omitted  the  cable-cutting  trial  and  have 
also  oniitttHl  the  stoi)i>ing  and  reversing  under  water,  and  also  the  remaining 
stationary  under  water,  since  at  the  present  time  I  do  not  believe  we  can  carry 
this  out  successfully  with  the  ai>i>liance8  in  the  boat.  We  won't  be  able  to 
tell  until  the  last  moment  how  near  we  can  come  to  this,  and  the  question  as 
to  whether  or  not  we  should  make  any  demonstration  of  that  nature  will  have 
to  renuiin  open  until  the  last  moment. 

You  will  note  that  I  i>ropose  to  combine  the  two  service  tests,  the  endurance 
submergeil  test,  the  habitability  test,  and  the  endurance  light  test,  as  this  will 
save  time  all  around,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  really  more  thorough  test  than 
making  the  different  trials  separate.  The  details  of  the  arrangements  of  the 
torpedo  attacks  can  be  settleti  later.  If  it  is  not  too  much  trouble  to  set  two 
targets,  that  would  be  the  simplest  method,  and  I  would  suggest,  then,  placing 
one  at  the  start  and  one  at  the  end,  and  run  down  the  course  using  the  i^eriscope 
and  come  back  using  the  conning  tower,  or,  if  only  one  target  is  to  be  used, 
we  could,  after  the  first  attack,  run  off  around  a  stake  boat  and  return  to  the 
attack  using  conning  tower.  I  think  that  these  arrangements  can  l>e  such  as 
to  determine  the  submerged  endurance  with  reasonable  accuracy.  Details,  of 
course,  will  partly  depend  on  whether  one  or  more  boats  will  take  part  in  the 
test,  but  as  I  understand  that  the  Protector  will  not  be  ready  for  trial  before 
the  fall,  I  supi)ose  we  will  have  the  field  to  ourselves.  The  latter  i>art  of  the 
habitability  tests  could  be  employed  in  tests  to  complete  information  as  to 
maneuvering  qualities,  etc.,  in  case  these  were  not  considered  fully  developed 
in  the  si>eed  tests. 

Of  course,  the  exact  arrangement  of  the  twenty-four  hours  after  the  service 
torpedo  tests  are  over  will  depend  very  largely  on  what  the  board  considers 
necessary  in  the  way  of  surface  running  under  the  gasoline  engine,  but  if  we 
can  arrange  the  matter  on  these  general  lines  I  should  like  very  much  to  do  it, 
as,  with  good  luck,  we  could  get  through  our  trials  in  three  days,  and  with  a 
practical  certainty,  if  we  start  Tuesday,  of  being  through  on  Saturday. 

I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  would  let  me  have  your  ideas  about  this  pro- 
gramme in  the  rough,  and  would  be  particularly  glad  to  have  some  idea  as  to 
what  length  of  time  under  the  gasoline  engine  would  be.  required  by  the  board. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

[Not  signed.! 

Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Surrey,  Nary  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C. 
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(34.) 

Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
Neto  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  1'.,  May  IS,  1904. 
Sib:  lleferrln^  to  previous  correspondence  as  to  when  our  submarine  boat 
would  be  ready  for  competitive  or  companitive  trial  under  the  "Act  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1904, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3,  1903,  we  beg  to  inform  the  Depart- 
ment tiuit  tbiB  vessel  will  be  ready  for  trial  on  the  30th  Instant,  and  we  respect- 
fully reqaeet  that  the  trials  be  proceeded  with  ns  soon  thereafter  as  the  De« 
partment'B  convenience  will  permit. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department's  communication  of 
January  1S>,  1904,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  vessel  which  we  now  submit  to  the 
Department  for  test  will  be  finally  completed  on  the  date  set,  and  that  we  are 
preiMired  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  above  referred  to,  the 
result  which  this  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  on  or  after  the  date  set 
Very  respectfully, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
Elihu  B.  Frost,  Secretary. 
The  Secbetaby  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.! 

Navy  Department,  May  Ik,  1904, 
BespectfuJly  referred  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  for  report  and 
recummenda  tion. 

Darlino,  Acting  Secretary. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  May  17,  1904. 

Bespectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  within  arrangements  for  the  trial  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany's submarine  boat  are  satisfactory,  and  it  Is  recommended  that  the  trial 
take  place  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  as  soon  after  the  30th  instant  as  practicable. 

C.  J.  Train, 
Captain,  U.  6.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  May  19,  1904' 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey. 
The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  been  advised  that  the  within  ar- 
rangements for  the  trial  of  its  submarine  boat  Fulton  are  satisfactory,  and  that 
the  trial  will  take  place  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  as  soon  after  the  30th  Instant  as 

practicable.  ^  ,^   ^ 

Chas.  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary. 

[Fourth  Indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  May  21,  1904* 

BesDectfuliy  returned  to  the  Department,  contents  noted. 

*^  C.  J.  Train, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  President  of  Board. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department.  May  26,  190 4^ 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  with  directions  to  issue 
the  necessary  orders  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  In8i)ection  and  Survey  to 
proceed  to  Newport.  R.  I.,  for  duty  in  connection  with  the  trial  of  the  sub-^ 
marine  boat  Fulton,  which  will  take  place  as  soon  after  the  30th  Instant  as 
practiaible.  ^^^^^^  Secretary. 
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(35.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  CJompany, 
\€w  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  May  J$,  190^. 
Sib  :  We  have  the  honor  to  Inclose  herewith,  for  your  hiformation,  copy  of  a 
letter  which  we  are  addressing  to  the  Department  under  this  date  relatiTe  to 
the  date  when  our  boat  will  be  ready  for  competitive  or  comparative  trials. 
Very  re8i>ectfully, 

Holland  Tobpedo  Boat  Company, 
EuHu  B.  Frost,  Secretary, 

Capt.  C.  J.  Train,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Presidcfit  Board  of  InHpeciion  and  Survey, 

Xavy  Department,  ^yashington,  D.  C, 


(36.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  May  19,  1904, 
Sirs  :  Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  stating  that  the  submarine 
torpedo  boat  Fulton  will  be  ready  for  trial  on  the .30th  instant,  and  requesthig 
that  the  trial  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient ;  also  stating 
that  the  vessel  which  you  now  submit  for  test  will  be  finally  completed  on  the 
date  set,  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  purixxses  of  the 
act  approved  March  3,  1903,  the  results  which  this  boat  is  capable  of  develop- 
ing on  trial,  on  or  after  the  date  set,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  above-men- 
tioned arrangements  are  satisfactory,  and  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey 
has  been  directed  to  hold  the  trial  of  your  boat  at  Newiwrt  as  soon  after  the 
30th  instant  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Darling, 

Acting  Secretary. 
The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  y.  Y, 


(37.) 


Navy  Department,  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  May  21,  1904, 
Dear  Spear  :  Referring  to  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  relative  to  the  trials  of 
the  Fulton,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  have  a  general  discussion  by  the 
board,  but  as  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  no  reason  why  the  trials  should  not  be 
carried  out  along  the  general  lines  you  suggest,  the  idea  being  to  combine  as 
many  of  the  tests  as  possible  into  one  general  service  operative  test  as  can  prop- 
erly be  done,  having  in  view  the  necessity  of  giving  some  kind  of  marks  to  per- 
formance, and,  above  all,  collecting  data  as  to  the  behavior  of  the  boat. 

Personally  I  should  think  that  an  eight-hour  test  at  full  speed  of  the  gasoline 
engine  should  be  required  so  as  to  demonstrate  the  reliability  of  the  engine  and 
nil  of  its  parts  when  working  at  full  power  for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 
If  other  conditions  rendered  it  practicable  or  desirable,  this  time  might  be  ex- 
tended, but  in  no  case  should  it  be  less  than  eight  hours. 

We  are  leaving  immediately  for  New  York  to  Inspect  the  Kentucky,  and  ex- 
pect to  be  back  here  next  Thursday.  I  wish  you  would  let  me  have  a  line  from 
you  then  telling  me  that  the  Fulton  is  at  Newport,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  she  will  be  ready  for  trial  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  instant  Cap- 
tain Train  expects  to  leave  here  on  Monday,  the  30th  Instant,  for  Newport,  and 
1  expect  to  arrange  to  have  an  esr)ecially  good  photographer  from  New  York 
in  Newport  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  who  will  remain  several  days  and  give 
us  a  complete  photographic  record  of  the  trial  performance  of  the  boat. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

J.  J.  Woodward, 
Tfaval  Constructor,  U,  8,  Navy, 
Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Lslnnd,  N,  Y, 
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(38.) 
[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D,  C,  May  27, 1904. 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Ck)MPANT, 

Hanover  Bank  Building,  Manhattan,  T^eto  York: 
Telegrapli  president  board  of  inspection  and  survey  when  Fulton  reaches 
Newport  and  is  ready  to  begin  competitive  trials.    Board  will  not  start  until 
your  telegram  Is  received.    June  1  is  earliest  date  trials  can  begin  at  Newport. 

Tbain. 


Capt.  C.  F.  Train,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Fulton  is  here,  ready  for  trial  at  any  time. 


[Telegram.] 

Newport,  R.  I.,  May  27,  1904. 


L.  Y.  Speab. 


(30.) 
[Telegram.] 


Newport,  R.  I.,  May  27,  1^04. 


Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  (7.: 
Fulton  arrived  yesterday.    Is  in  good  condition  and  ready  for  trial  at  any 
time. 

L.  Y.  Spear. 


(40.) 

[Telegram.] 

New  York,  May  27,  1904, 
Capt  C.  J.  Train, 

President  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C: 
Fulton  reached  Newport  yesterday.    Assume  she  will  be  ready  for  test  when 
board  arrives,  but  have  asked  Spear  to  telegraph  you. 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  O)., 
By  E.  B.  Frost. 


(41.) 


Letter  from  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  CJompany,  dated  from  Newport,  R.  I., 
Jane  7. 1904,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  board,  submitting  a  statement  as 
to  differences  existing  between  the  Fulton  and  the  submarine  boats  owned  by 
^e  Government  of  the  Adder  class,  closing  as  follows: 

**  In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  state  that  this  information  as  to  the  improvements 
incorporated  into  the  Fulton,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  is  furnished  to  the  board 
<n  the  understanding  that  it  shall  be  regarded  as  confidential.  On  our  part,  we 
nndertake  to  hold  the  improvements  In  the  Fulton  as  confidential  until  such 
time  as  the  Navy  Department  may  see  fit  to  release  us." 

The  general  features  of  the  changes  referred  to  are  incorporated  In  the  report 
rtf  the  board,  commencing  page  35,  details  of  construction  regarded  as  confiden- 
tial being  omitted. 
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(42.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Tifew  York,  June  8,  l90Jk* 
Capt.  C.  J.  Tbain, 

U,  8,  Navy,  President  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 
Sib  :  In  accordance  with  youif  oral  request  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
shipped  to  you  by  express  from  Newport,  R.  I.,  one  box  containing  the  following 
plans  of  the  Fulton:  General  arrangement;  general  arrangement  of  tori)edo 
compensating  and  loading  gear;  amidship  section;  sections  23  to  28,  inclusive; 
water  piping ;  construction  plan ;  air  and  gasoline  piping ;  air  flasks  and  tanks ; 
general  arrangement  of  storage  battery;  sections  17  to  22,  inclusive;  general 
arrangement  of  stem ;  gasoline  engine. 

If  these  plans  are  not  required  for  the  permanent  records  of  the  board  or  of 
the  Navy. Department,  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  they  be  returned  to  us 
at  New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

L.  T.  Spear,  General  Manager. 


(43.) 

Washington,  June  13,  1904, 
Mr.  Elihu  Frost, 

Holland  Submarine  Boat  Company, 

Hanover  Bank  Building,  Manhattan,  New  York: 
Ask  Spear  to  bring  memorandum  to  Washington  Weilnesday  morning  giving 
metacentric  heights  Fulton  in  light,  awash,  and  submerged  trial  conditions. 

Woodward. 


(44.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  16,  1904. 
Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  oral  request,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that 
the  metacentric  height  of  the  Fulton,  as  recently  tried  at  NewiK)rt,  was  as  fol- 
lows: In  the  light  condition,  S^  Inches;  In  the  submerged  and  wash  condition. 
Hi  inches. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

L.  T.  Spear,  General  Manager, 


(45.) 

Electric  Boat  Company, 
Netc  York,  June  24,  1904, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C, 
Sir:  The  submarine  torpedo  boat  Fulton  having  been  submitted  to  a  board  of 
officers  api)olnted  by  you  for  competitive  or  comparative  trial  under  the  provi- 
sions of  existing  law,  and  this  test  having  been  satisfactorily  completed  on  the 
10th  instant,  in  accordance  with  the  general  requirements  of  the  board  of  con- 
struction and  with  the  detailed  scheme  of  tests  formulated  by  the  trial  t>oard 
pm\  approved  by  the  .Department,  and  as  this  bojird  has  now  made  to  you  a 
report  giving  the  results  of  said  trials  and  submitting  their  recommendations, 
as  requiretl  by  law,  covering  the  following  definite  programme  for  the  construc- 
tion of  sui)marine  boats,  viz : 

(1)  Three  boats  of  the  Fulton  type,  of  the  following  approximate  dimensions: 
Length,  75  feet ;  disi)lacement,  1.^  tons ; 

(2)  One  boat  of  the  Fulton  type,  of  the  following  approximate  dimensions: 
I-^ngth,  100  feet;  displacement,  250  tons;  and 
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(3)  The  resenratloD  of  $30,000  from  existing  appropriation  for  an  open  com- 
petition on  a  8i)ecial  small  tyi>e  of  submarine  boat,  this  company  begs  to  submit 
the  following: 

This  company  has  under  prei)aration  designs  of  submarine  boats  of  the 
approximate  dimensions  called  for  by  the  trial  board's  rec'ommendations.  These 
designs  are  now  sufficiently  advanced  to  enable  us  to  quote  on  them  and  to  enter 
immediately  into  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  boats  of  approximately  76 
feet  in  length.  The  price  for  this  type,  if  ordered  in  groups  of  three  or  more, 
will  be  $200,000  each.  The  [u-ice  of  the  100-f(K)t  tyiK>  will  be  $200,000  e^ch. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  beg  to  i»oint  out  that  it  will  be  inn^ossible  for  the 
Departm^it  to  carry  out  the  exact  reconuueudations  of  the  board  unless  advan- 
tage is  tsiken,  prior  to  July  1,  of  the  appropriation  of  $500,000  ai>proi)riated  by 
the  act  approved  March  3,  1003,  which  is  now  available  for  expenditure,  and,  If 
expended  as  authorized,  would  not  serve  to  reduce  the  amount  appropriated  by 
the  act  approved  April  27,  190i,  since  the  latter  act  clearly  provides  for  the 
reappropriation  only  of  the  uuexpendetl  balance  of  the  appropriation  made  by 
the  act  of  1003,  the  other  provisions  of  the  act  of  1003,  with  regard  to  trials 
and  other  matters,  being  continue*!  by  the  act  of  1904. 

We  beg  to  submit  herewith,  in  duplicate,  a  proposed  form  of  contract  for 
SQbmarine  boats  of  the  76-foot  type.  Incorporated  with  this  contract  is  a  set 
of  outlined  si>ecitications  defining  the  general  characteristics  of  the  vessel  which 
we  projjose  to  furnish,  and  In  the  ninth  clause  of  this  contract  the. trial  require- 
ments and  guaranteed  performance  of  this  tyi»e  of  vessel  are  set  forth  In  full. 
Owing  to  the  necessity  for  holding  this  design  in  an  uncompleted  condition  until 
It  was  found  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Department,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us 
at  the  present  time  to  accompany  the  c<mtract  with  plans;  but  the  (Jovemment's 
interests  are  thoroughly  protected  by  the  provisions  requiring  the  submission 
and  approval  of  plans  before  the  work  has  l>egun  and  providing  for  the  usual 
Government  inspection.  Some  other  minor  clianges  from  the  last  contract  for 
sohmarine  boats  have  been  made,  the  reasons  for  which  we  will  be  pleased  to 
submit  on  request. 

The  guarantees  as  to  speed,  which  we  have  Incorporated  in  this  proposed 
contract,  are  slightly  below  the  si>ee<ls  suggested  by  the  trial  l>oard  as  subject 
to  revision  after  model  trials,  it  being  impossible  to  secure,  prior  to  July  1,  the 
results  of  the  model  test  on  this  type — now  under  way  at  tlie  Washington  Navy- 
Tard — since  such  test  has  been  delayed  by  a  press  of  a  regular  Govemmeqt 
work.  The  guaranteed  speeds,  however,  are  in  each  case  a  marked  advance  over 
the  speeds  developed  by  the  Fulton  upon  trial. 

If  we  may  expect  to  receive  an  order,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  board,  for  at  least  three  vessels  of  this  type,  we  are  prepared  now  to  con- 
tract immeiliately  for  one  or  two  for  the  sum  of  $200,000  each.  It  is  respect- 
fully requested  that  this  proposed  form  of  contract  be  taken  .under  Immediate 
consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  competition  for  a  special  type  of  small  mib- 
iimriue  boat,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  are  prepared  at  any  time  to  under- 
take the  design  and  construction  of  such  a  vessel  for  competitive  trial,  upon 
being  i  iformed  by  the  Department  that  such  competition  is  to  be  held,  together 
with  the  terms  of  the  same. 

Very  resi)ectfully.  Electric  Boat  Company. 

By  L.  Y.  Spear,  Vicr-PrrMtdrnt. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Navy  Departmejvt, 

June  28,  1904. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  on  construction  for  consideration. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  Board  on  Cx)Nstruction, 

September  7,  190i. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  having  made  formal  request,  under  date 
of  July  1.  1904,  to  have  Its  submarine  boat  **  tested  by  both  competition  and 
comparison  with  a  Government  submarine  l)oat,  or  any  private  competitor,  pro- 
vided there  be  any  such,  prior  to  the  purchase  or  contract  for  $850,000  worth  of 
submarine  boats,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  taking  effect  July  1,  1904," 
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(42.) 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  York,  June  8.  190^ 
Capt.  C.  J.  Tbain, 

U.  8,  Navy,  President  Board  of  Inspection  and  Surrey, 

Navy  Departmetit,  Washingtofi,  D.  C, 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  yoiii?  oral  request  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
shipped  to  you  by  express  from  Newjiort,  R.  I.,  one  box  containing  the  following 
plans  of  the  Fulton:  General  arrangement;  general  arrangement  of  tori>edo 
compensating  and  loading  gear;  amidship  section;  sections  23  to  28,  inclusive: 
water  piping;  construction  plan;  air  and  gasoline  piping;  air  flaslcs  and  tanks; 
general  arrangement  of  storage  battery;  sections  17  to  22,  inclusive;  general 
arrangement  of  stem ;  gasoline  engine. 

If  these  plans  are  not  required  for  the  permanent  records  of  the  board  or  of 
the  Navy .  Department,  it  Is  respectfully  requested  that  they  be  returned  to  us 
at  New  Suffollc,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

Very  respectfully,  Holland  Torpehk)  Boat  Company, 

L.  T.  Spear,  General  Manager. 


(43.) 

Washington,  June  13,  190^, 
Mr.  Elihu  Frost, 

Holland  Submarine  Boat  Company, 

Hanover  Bank  Building,  Manhattan,  New  York: 
Ask  Spear  to  bring  memorandum  to  Washington  Wednesday  morning  giving 
metacentric  heights  Fulton  in  light,  awash,  and  submerged  trial  conditions. 

Woodward. 


(44.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  16,  190i, 
Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward, 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Surrey, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  oral  request,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that 
the  metacentric  height  of  the  Fulton,  as  recently  tried  at  Newport,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  In  the  light  condition.  Si  inches ;  in  the  submerged  and  wash  condition, 
111  inches. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

L.  T.  Spear,  General  Manager. 


(45.) 

Electric  Boat  Company, 
New  York,  June  24,  1904, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 
Sir  :  The  submarine  tori^edo  boat  Fulton  having  been  submitted  to  a  board  of 
officers  apiwinted  by  you  for  competitive  or  comparative  trial  under  the  provi- 
sions of  existing  law,  and  this  test  having  been  satisfactorily  completed  on  the 
10th  instant,  in  accordance  with  the  general  requirements  of  the  board  of  con- 
struction and  with  the  detailed  scheme  of  tests  formulated  by  the  trial  board 
pnd  api)roved  by  the -Department,  and  as  this  board  has  now  made  to  you  a 
report  giving  the  results  of  said  trials  and  submitting  their  recommendations, 
as  required  by  law,  covering  the  following  definite  programme  for  the  construc- 
tion of  submarine  boats,  viz : 

(1)  Three  boats  of  the  Fulton  tyi>e,  of  the  following  approximate  dimensions: 
Length,  75  feet;  displacement,  150  tons; 

(2)  One  boat  of  the  Fulton  type,  of  the  following  .approximate  dimensions: 
length,  100  feet ;  displacement,  250  tons ;  and 
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(3)  The  reservation  of  $30,000  from  existing  apr>ropriation  for  an  open  com- 
petition on  a  8i)ecial  small  type  of  submarine  boat,  this  company  begs  to  submit 
the  following : 

This  ct)mi)any  has  under  preparation  designs  of  submarine  hoats  of  the 
approsimate  dimensions  called  for  by  the  trial  board's  recommendations.  These 
designs  are  uow  sufficiently  advanced  to  eimble  us  to  quote  on  them  and  to  enter 
humediately  into  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  boats  of  •ai)proximately  76 
feet  in  length.  The  price  for  this  tyi)e,  if  ordered  in  groui)s  of  three  or  more, 
will  be  $200,000  each.  The  price  of  the  100-foot  tyi>e  will  be  $250,000  each. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  beg  to  jioint  out  that  it  will  be  iuiposslble  for  the 
Department  to  carry  out  the  exact  recomnaeudations  of  the  board  unless  advan- 
tage is  taken,  j>rior  to  July  1,  of  the  appropriation  of  $500,000  appropriated  by 
the  act  approv<*d  March  3,  1003,  which  is  now  available  for  expenditure,  and,  if 
expended  as  authorized,  would  not  serve  to  reduce  the  amount  appropriated  by 
the  act  approved  April  27,  1904,  since  the  latter  act  clearly  provides  for  the 
reappropriation  only  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  made  by 
the  act  of  1!MI3,  the  other  provisions  of  the  act  of  loas,  with  regard  to  trials 
and  other  matters,  being  continued  by  the  act  of  1904. 

We  beg  to  submit  herewith,  in  duplicate,  a  proposed  form  of  contract  for 
submarine  boats  of  the  76-foot  type.  Incorporated  with  this  contract  Is  a  set 
of  ontlined  specifications  deflniug  the  general  characteristics  of  the  vessel  which 
we  projiose  to  furnish,  and  in  the  ninth  clause  of  this  contract  the.trial  require- 
ments and  guaranteed  performance  of  this  tyi)e  of  vessel  are  set  forth  in  full. 
Owing  to  the  necessity  for  holding  this  design  in  an  uncompleted  condition  until 
It  was  found  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Der«rtment,  It  will  be  impossible  for  us 
at  the  present  time  to  accompany  the  contract  with  plans;  but  the  (iovemment's 
interests  are  thoroughly  protected  by  the  provisions  requiring  the  submission 
and  approval  of  plans  before  the  work  has  begun  and  providing  for  the  usual 
Govemmeot  inspection.  Some  other  minor  changes  from  the  last  contract  for 
rabtnarine  boats  have  been  made,  the  reasons  for  which  we  will  be  pleased  to 
aobmit  on  request. 

The  guarantees  as  to  speed,  which  we  liave  incorporated  in  this  proposed 
contract,  are  slightly  below  the  si>eeds  suggest^nl  by  the  trial  board  as  subject 
to  revision  after  model  trials,  it  being  imiK>ssible  to  secure,  prior  to  July  1,  the 
results  of  the  model  test  on  this  ty|w — now  under  way  at  the  Washington  Navy- 
Yard — since  such  test  has  been  delayed  by  a  press  of  a  regular  Govemmeot 
work.  Tlie  gimrnnteed  speeds,  however,  are  in  each  case  a  marked  advance  over 
the  speeds  developed  by  the  Fulton  upon  trial. 

If  we  may  exiiect  to  receive  an  order,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  board,  for  at  least  three  vessels  of  this  type,  we  are  prepared  now  to  con- 
tract immediately  for  one  or  two  for  the  sum  of  $200,000  each.  It  is  respect- 
fully requested  that  this  proposed  form  of  contract  l>e  taken  .under  immediate 
wiirtderation. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  competition  for  a  special  type  of  small  sub- 
iimriae  boat,  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  are  prepared  at  any  time  to  under- 
talce  the  design  and  construction  of  such  a  vesflel  for  competitive  trial,  upon 
beini;  I  iformed  by  the  Department  that  such  competition  is  to  be  held,  together 
with  the  terms  of  the  same. 

Verj'  respectfully,  Elkctric  Boat  Company. 

By  L.  Y.  Spear,  Virc-PreHi^cnt, 

[First  IndorBement.l 

Navy  Department, 

June  28,  1904. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  on  construction  for  consideration. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

B.  F.  Peters,  Chief  Clerk, 
[Second  Indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  Board  on  Construction, 

Septemher  7,  190 4. 
Reajiectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  Ijike  Torpe<lo  Boat  Company  having  made  formal  request,  under  date 
of  July  1,  1004,  to  have  its  submarine  boat  "  tested  by  both  competition  and 
eoDiparifton  with  a  Government  submarine  boat,  or  any  private  competitor,  pro- 
vided there  l>e  any  such,  prior  to  the  purchase  or  contract  for  $850,000  worth  of 
nibmarine  tioats,  'as  providwl  by  the  act  of  Congress  taking  effect  July  1,  1904," 
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the  board  ou  construction  requests  information  as  to  what  portion  of  the  sam  of 
$850,000  appropriated  by  the  above-noted  act  can  be  utilized  in  contracting  for 
boats  which  may  be  recommended  as  a  result  of  the  trials  of  the  snbmarine 
torpedo  boat  Fulton. 

The  board  on  construction  has  considered  the  report  of  the  board  of  Inspec- 
tion and  survey  on  the  trials  of  the  submarine  boat  Fultony  as  well  as  the 
definite  propositions  herein  made  by  the  Electric  Boat  CJompany,  but  as  the 
communication  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  (Company  of  July  1,  1904,  makes 
specific  request  that  its  boat  be  tried  in  competition  prior  to  the  contract  for 
$860,000  worth  of  submarine  boats,  the  board  desires  information  as  to  what 
portion,  if  any,  of  the  $850,000  appropriated  Is  available  for  the  purpose  herein 
noted  prior  to  testing  by  competition  and  comparison  the  submarine  boat  sab- 
mi  tted  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Company. 

[Absent,] 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation,  President  of  Board. 
[See  below.] 
Engineer-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  Member. 
W.  L.  Capps, 
Chief  Constructor,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 
Senior  Member  Present. 
H.  M.  Mannet, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment,  Member. 

N.  B.  Mason, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Member. 
A.  A.  Dixon, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Representative  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  September  10,  1904. 
Kespectfully  referred  to  the  Judge- Advocate-General  for  opinion  as  to  the 
Question  raised  by  the  board  on  construction  in  the  second  indorsement  hereon. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

F.  S.  CuBTis,  Acting  Chief  Clerk. 

[Fourth  indorsement.! 

Navy  Department, 
Office  of  the  Judge-Advooate-Genebal, 

September  12,  190^. 

Kespectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

It  appears  from  the  accompanying  papers  that  the  board  appointed  for  the 
purpose  made  tests  as  contemplated  by  said  act  of  the  Electric  Company's 
boat  Fulton,  and  found  that  it  fulfilled  requirements  prescribed  therefor,  and 
recommended  that  a  certain  number  of  boats  of  the  general  type  of  the  Fulton 
be  obtained. 

It  further  appears  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  now  requests  to 
have  a  boat  of  its  construction  tested,  by  competition  and  comparison  with 
boats  belonging  to  the  Government,  or  to  competitors,  prior  to  the  procuring  of 
any  submarine  boats,  as  authorized  by  the  above-mentioned  act  of  Congress, 

If,  as  seems  to  be  the  case,  the  boat  now  offered  by  the  Lake  company  is 
designed  for  the  same  kind  of  service  as  that  to  which  the  trial  board  con- 
sidered the  Fulton  most  suitable,  a  proper  compliance  with  provisions  of  the 
law  In  question,  having  in  mind  particularly  the  first  proviso  thereof,  "that 
prior  to  said  purchase  or  contract  for  said  boats  any  American  Inventor  or 
owner  of  a  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  may  be  given  reasonable 
notice  and  have  his,  her,  or  its  subsurface  or  submarine  torpedo  boat  tested  by 
comparison,  or  competition,  or  both,  with  a  Government  subsurface  or  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat,  or  any  private  competitor  *  ♦  ♦,  requires,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  oflice,  that  a  proper  test  of  the  Ijake  company's  boat  and  rejwrt 
thereon  by  a  board  be  made  with  recommendation,  provided  such  boat  be  sub- 
mitted, ready  for  test,  within  a  reasonable  time,  before  any  subsurface  or  sub- 
marine torpedo  boats  are  purchased  under  said  appropriation. 

It  is  observed  that  the  Electric  company  makes  reference.  In  Its  letter  ol  the 
24th  of  June  last  herewith,  to  a  proposed  open  competition  on  a  special  small 

^  / 
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type  of  sabmarine  boat.  Without  being  advised  fully  as  to  the  purport  of  this 
reference,  I  deem  it  not  inappropriate  to  remark  that,  If  the  boat  now  offered 
by  the  Lake  company  belongs  to  the  class  of  vessels  designated  as  a  special 
muill  type  of  submarine  boat,  the  procuring  of  boats  of  the  Fulton  type  need 
not  be,  in  my  Judgment,  delayed  until  test  of  the  Lake  boat  shall  hav6  been 
made. 

It  is  learned,  upon  inquiry  of  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  that  no 
part  of  the  sum  of  $850,000  appropriated  by  the  above-mentioned  act  has  been 
expended  or  obligated. 

S.  W.  B.  DncHL, 
Judge-Advocate-Oeneral, 


(46.) 

Navy  Department,  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  June  29,  1904. 
Mr  Dear  Spear  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  sent  to-day  to  Mr. 
Hemment,  and  will  be  obliged  if,  as  previously  agreed  verbally  in  our  conversa- 
tioDfl  ooncemiDg  these  negatives,  you  will  not  authorize  him  to  make  any  of 
the  prints  public,  nor  do  so  yourself,  until  we  have  the  authority  of  the  Navy 
Department  to  make  the  report  public. 

I  think  the  above  corresponds  with  our  previous  discussion  at  the  time  you 
ttated  yon  wished  to  employ  Mr.  Hemmeot  to  take  photographs  of  the  Fulton*$ 
trials  for  the  use  of  the  Holland  company  at  the  same  time  that  he  did  for  the 
Government,  and  afterwards  when  you  agreed  to  surrender  all  the  original 
negatlTes  to  tho  Government  that  were  desired  to  complete  the  records,  simply 
keeping  such  negatives  as  were  not  selected  by  the  Government,  and  making 
copies  of  those  which  were  selected  which  you  desired  to  retain  for  your  files. 
Yonra,  yery  truly, 

J.  J.  W., 
*     Naval  Constructor,  U.  8,  Navy, 
Mr.  Lk  Y.  Sfkab, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N,  Y. 


(47.) 
[Telegram.] 

(About  July  12,  1904— No  date  inserted.) 
Mr.  U  Y.  Spbab, 

HoUand  Torpedo  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N,  Y. 
Can  you  meet  me  at  New  Suffolk  on  Friday  and  Saturday  this  week  to  con- 
sider details  of  all  changes  that  should  be  made  in  Plunger,  so  I  can  recom- 
mend to  Department  those  not  already  provided  for? 
I  can  come  this  week,  but  not  next  week  or  the  week  after. 

Woodward. 


(48.) 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  July  23,  1904, 
Dear  Mr.  Ford  :  Yours  of  the  25th  instant  is  received  this  morning,  on  my  re- 
tain from  Fortress  Monroe. 

I  expect,  if  I  receive  favorable  telegram  from  Mr.  Spear,  to  spend  Sunday  at 
New  Soffolk,  in  order  to  go  over  the  additional  alterations  that  I  want  to 
recommend  to  the  Department  to  be  made  on  the  Plunger. 

1  would  like  to  ask  you  to  meet  me  at  the  wofks  of  the  Holland  company,  at 
New  Suffolk,  about  10  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  so  that  I  can  discuss  various 
Bttttera  in  connection  with  the  work  on  that  vessel  with  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  Woodward, 
Naval  Constructor,  U,  8,  Navy. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Ford, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
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(49.) 

Fork  Riveb  Shipbuilding  Comp4.nt, 

Quincy,  Mass.,  September  IS,  1904, 

Sib-:  Referring  to  the  hearing  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the 
writer  on  the  12th  instant  concerning  the  award  of  contracts  for  submarine 
boats,  the  following  letter  is  respectfully  submitted  in  accordance  with  your  re- 
quest covering  the  substance  of  the  writer's  statement  on  that  occasion : 

Legislation, — During  the  Congressional  session  of  KK)l-2  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  under  consideration  bills,  being  appro- 
priations for  the  building  of  a  considerable  number  of  submarine  boats.  At 
that  time,  as  chief  constructor,  I  took  the  ground  that  the  seven  Holland  sab- 
marine  boats  at  that  time  approaching  completion,  but  not  yet  tested,  should  be 
completed  and  tested  and  remain  in  service  for  a  reasonable  time  before  the 
large  additional  number  should  be  built,  in  order  that  it  might  be  developed  to 
what  extent  they  would  be  considered  of  military  value  and  to  what  extent  they 
were  exiiernuonral.  Accordingly,  I  suggested,  in  order  that  the  Navy  l>e];mrt- 
ment  might  still  have  an  opportunity  to  advance  in  the  art  of  submarine  war- 
fare, an  appropriation  should  be  made  of  $500,000,  which  could  be  exi>ended  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  purchase  of  or  contract  for  sub- 
marine boats.  That  suggestion  was  Anally  adopted  and  toolj  the  form  of  an 
appropriation  of  $500,000,  coupled  with  the  provisions  for  competitive  test  con- 
tained in  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  approved  March 
8,1903. 

When  the  current  appropriation  bill  was  under  consideration  the  General 
Board  of  the  Navy  recommended  the  construction  of  two  additional  submarine 
boats.  This  reccmmiendation  was  concurred  in  by  Secretary  Moody,  and  the 
naval  appropriation  bill  as  reported  by  the  Naval  Committee  contained  an 
appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  purchase  of  two  submarine  boats.  On  the 
floor  of  the  House  a  motion  was  made  to  increase  the  amount  appropriated  to 
$850,000  to  cover  the  purchase  o^  five  submarine  boats.  The  appropriation 
which  finally  prevailed  of  $850,000  reapproprlated,  to  make  ui)  that  sum,  the 
$500,000  contained  in  the  previous  appropriation  was  framed  by  Mr.  Hill,  of 
Connecticut,  and  accepted  by  the  Naval  Committee.  The  debates  in  the  House 
on  this  matter  on  February  26,  1904,  show  clearly  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Congress  that  the  result  of  their  action  would  be  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
would  have  available  for  expenditure  during  the  current  year  the  sum  of 
$850,000  for  the  [)urcha8e  or  contract  of  submarine  boats.  In  was  also  clearly 
brought  out  by  questions  on  both  sides  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  act 
to  permit  one  competitor  to  hold  up  action  on  the  appropriation  by  failing  to 
present  a  boat  for  test,  that  question  having  been  distinctly  asked  by  Mr.  Rlxey 
and  answered  distinctly  by  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  as  shown  on 
page  2549  of  the  Congressional  Record  of  February  26, 1904. 

The  question  was  again  answered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee 
In  reply  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Loudenslager,  on  page  2548  of  the  same  Record. 
It  was  also  shown  on  page  2550  that  Mr.  Hill,  of  Connecticut,  assented  distinctly 
to  the  same  proposition.  It  appears  clear  it  was  the  Intention  of  Congress  to 
place  $850,000  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  submarine  boats  as  the  result  of  a  competitive  test,  and  that 
this  test  might  take  place  either  against  a  comx)etitor  or  agiiinst,  as  a.  standard, 
a  Government  boat,  the  wording  of  the  act  being  particular  that  no  boat  shall 
be  purchased  or  contracted  for  which  was  not  found  to  possess  all  reasonable 
requirements  of  submarine  warfare. 

TestH, — On  July  23,  1903,  the  Navy  Department  invited  competitive  tests  of 
submarine  boats,  to  be  held  at  Newport,  October  15,  1903,  and  the  Holland  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  notified  the  Deparment  that  they  desired  to  present  their 
submarine  boat  Fulton  for  test.  The  Fulton  was  built  by  the  Holland  comi>any 
as  a  duplicate  of  the  vessels  built  for  the  Government  known  as  the  Adder 
class,  but  before  submitting  it  for  test  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Holland  company 
to  make  considerable  improvements  in  that  vessel,  which  were  immediately  un- 
dertaken. They  proved  to  require  more  time  for  completion  than  was  antici- 
pated, and  the  Navy  Department  was  so  informed.  The  Department  then 
having  issued  instructions  governing  the  trial  and  expressed  a  desire  that  the 
competition  should  be  simultaneous,  postponed  the  competitive  trials  until 
November  16,  1903. 

The  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  were  unable  to  complete  the  Fult<m  in 
time  for  that  trial,  but  had  labored  assiduously  and  without  delay  for  the 
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earliest  possible  completion  of  this  boat,  expending  during  these  operations  a 
ram  exceeding  $50,000.  The  boat  was  finally  completed  and  presented  for  test 
at  Newport  on  May  30,  1904.  The  test,  which  was  conducted  by  the  board  of 
inspection  and  survey  of  the  Navy  Department,  began  on  June  1  and  was  of 
tn  elaborate  and  exhaustive  character,  continuing  each  day  to  and  including 
Jane  10.  The  trial  board  made  its  report  under  date  of  June  16,  1904.  In 
setting  forth  In  great  detail  the  exact  trials  made  and  the  results  thereof  the 
board  proceeds  to  give  its  opinion  of  the  relative  merits  of  the  Fulton  and  the 
Government  submarine  boats  of  the  Adder  class.  Without  going  into  this  in 
detail,  it  may  be  said  that  they  refer  in  detail  to  the  changes  which  were  made 
In  the  Fulton  over  the  Adder  class,  stating  that  these  changes  materially  In- 
creased her  ntility  for  naval  purposes  over  and  above  that  of  the  submarine 
of  the  Adder  class,  that  they  decreased  the  probability  of  accident  and  corre- 
ipoodingly  increased  the  safety  of  operation.  Referring,  then,  particularly  to 
the  qualities  laid  down  in  the  conditions  of  test  as  desirable  qualities  of  sub- 
marine boats,  they  enumerated  26  different  attributes  of  Importance,  In  17  of 
which  the  Fulton  is  considered  superior  to  the  Adder  class  and  in  9  the  same. 

The  boards  report  finally  tliat  the  Fulton  is  superior  to  the  best  Government 
SQinnarine  boat  and  fulfills  all  reasonable  requirements  of  submarine  warfare. 
The  board  then  proceeds  to  recommend  the  contract  and  construction  of  three 
boats  of  the  type  of  the  Fulton,  but  of  20  per  cent  greater  displacement,  which 
would  give  considerably  Increased  military  power.  Also  of  a  boat  of  the  same 
type,  but  100  feet  long,  and  then  recommends  that  a  further  public  competition 
be  Bsade  fbr  the  parcliase  of  a  small  submarine  of  a  new  type  of  about  45  feet 
hi  length. 

As  the  resnlts  of  the  test  of  the  Fulton,  I  feel  fully  justified  in  saying  that 
the  character  of  the  board's  report  showing  the  absolutely  successful  test  of 
the  Fulton  in  every  particular  and  in  full  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  sobmartne  warfare  and  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  an  achievement  which 
hi  Its  completeness  would  surpass  the  expectations  of  the  most  enthusiastic  of 
those  interested  in  snbmarine  warfare  and  more  than  could  be  anticipated  by 
those  whose  interests  were  at  stake. 

The  company  sincerely  regrets  that  its  competitor  was  not  present  and  did 
not  rec^ve  the  test  which  would  have  produced  a  definite  conclusion,  as  was 
hitended  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  but  that  not  having  occurred* 
we  desire  brifley  to  call  attention  to  the  circumstances,  viz :  That  about  Sep- 
tember, 1903,  our  competitor  called  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  to 
the  fact  that  his  boat  was  ready  for  test  and  would  be  presented  for  trial  on 
the  date  set  in  October,  but  that  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  Holland  boat 
would  not  be  ready  and  was  being  intentionally  delayed  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
barrassing and  delaying  and  causing  extra  expense  to  Its  comi)etltor.  The 
Holland  company,  on  being  informed  of  his  by  the  Navy  Deimrtment,  immedi- 
ately satisfied  the  Department  and  its  ofllcers  of  its  entire  good  faith  and  its 
utmost  endeavors  to  complete  the  Fulton  without  delay  and  its  sincere  regret 
that  the  boat  would  not  be  able  to  compete  on  the  date  set  by  the  Department. 
Onr  competitor,  having  arrived  at  the  trial  ground  two  days  after  the  second 
date  appointed*  via,  on  November  17,  1903,  reported  that  the  boat  had  met  with 
an  accident  and  could  not  be  submitted  for  trial.  Our  competitor,  having  ap- 
pointed a  second  date  in  January,  1904,  presented  the  boat  with  a  statement 
that  the  l)oat  was  not  considered  by  them  satisfactory  in  many  respects,  but  if 
the  board  would,  after  examination,  find  her  suitable  for  Government  service 
and  would  so  recommend,  they  would  make  the  desired  improvements  at  their 
<'wn  expense.  Following  this  the  Navy  Department  notified  the  Holland  com- 
pany, as  well  as  our  competitor,  under  date  of  January  19,  1904,  that  before  we 
applied  for  a  competitive  trial  It  would  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  Department 
with  a  formal  statement  In  writing  to  the  following  effect : 

"That  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is  at  that  time 
finally  complete  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for  the  performance 
of  this  vessel,  the  result  which  your  boat  is  capable  of  developing  on  trial  at  the 
prpsent  time." 

»since  that  time  our  competitor  has  not  appeared  for  test,  nor  has  he  com- 
municated with  the  Department.  The  Holland  Company,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
rei)ortlng  the  Fulton  ready  for  trial,  made  the  desired  statement  in  writing  to 
the  Department,  as  quoted  above,  and  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
ihat  the  requiring  and  making  of  such  an  undertaking  Implies  on  the  part  of 
the  Department  an  obligation  to  act  uix)n  the  satisfactory  result  of  the  test, 
nd  it  iB  oi)on  this  view  that  the  Holland  Company  considers  that,  in  view  of 
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its  record  of  having  built  and  satisfactorily  completed  and  delivered  to  the 
Government  seven  boats  of  the  Adder  class,  and  having  made  at  considerable 
expense  marked  improvements  in  that  class  in  the  Fulton,  and  having  snbmitted 
that  boat  for  test  in  compliance  with  law,  its  only  competitor  having  d^Eaulted 
after  an  acknowledgment  that  his  boat  was  incomplete  and  unable  to  perform, 
and  having  obtained  a  most  excellent  report  and  recommendation  from  the  trial 
board  made  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  act,  and  having  informed  the 
Department  that  it  has  designed  boats  of  the  76-foot  and  100-foot  type,  based 
upon  the  experience  of  the  Adder  and  Fulton  classes,  upon  which  it  is  willing  to 
contract  with  the  Navy  Department  for  a  specific  performance  upon  its  own 
designs,  materials,  and  details  of  construction  being  satisfactory  to  the  Depart- 
ment where  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  features  of  the  design,  that  they  are 
entitled  to  contracts  for  such  boats,  within  the  appropriation  of  $850,000,  which 
will,  in  the  Secretary's  discretion,  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  Government 
in  submarine  warfare. 

We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  having  taken  up  tills  subject  with 
Secretary  Moody  in  the  few  days  which  intervened  between  the  completion  of 
the  test  and  the  report  and  his  resignation  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  he  informed  the  writer  that  he  would  make  and  leave  to  his  successor 
a  recommendation  that  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  that  a  contract 
should  be  awarded  to  the  Holland  Company  for  three  boats.  This  recommenda- 
tion referred  to  is  the  one  which  you  kindly  read  to  the  writer  yesterday. 

Secretary  Moody's  recommendation  contains  the  suggestion  that  a  certain 
amount  be  reserved  from  the  present  appropriation  in  case  our  competitor 
should  present  a  boat  for  trial.  We  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Department 
in  that  case  that  reasonable,  definite,  and  final  limit  of  time  be  immediately 
placed  by  public  announcement  for  such  competitor  to  appear,  and  that  in  fixing 
this  limited  time  due  consideration  be  given  to  the  time  which  has  already 
elapsed.  In  case  such  action  be  taken  by  the  Department,  we  suggest  that  it 
would  best  advance  the  interests  of  submarine  warfare  to  award  us  the  contracts 
for  two  7G-foot  boats  and  one  100-foot  boat  at  the  present  time 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  T.  BowLBS, 
On  hehalf  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
,  Hon.  Paul  Mobton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


(50.) 


Fore  River  Shifbuildino  Ck>MPANT, 

Quincy,  Mass,,  October  J,  1904. 

[On  behalf  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company.] 

Sib  :  Following  my  letter  of  September  13.  in  regard  to  the  award  of  contracts 
for  submarine  boats  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  trial  board  as  contained 
in  its  report  of  June  17,  1904,  upon  the  trial  of  the  submarine  boat  Fulton,  I 
beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  statement  called  forth  by  the  Depart- 
ment's decision  to  permit  a  competitive  trial  of  the  Lake  torpedo  boat  before 
action  on  the  report  now  before  the  Department. 

We  fully  recognize  that  the  present  interest  of  the  United  States  in  submarine 
warfare  is  now  dependent  upon  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  therefore  it  rests  upon  the  contestants  to  satisfy  him  fully  and  conclusively 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  boats  which  they  offer.  It  is  our  desire  to  do  this  in  the 
most  complete  and  conclusive  manner,  and  we  recognize  fully  that  if  it  be 
possible  for  our  competitor  to  have,  at  an  early  date,  a  trial  under  precisely  the 
same  conditions  to  which  the  Fulton  was  subjected,  it  is,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  of  the  point  of  view  of  Ck)ngress,  a  desir- 
able consummation.  On  the  other  hand,  we  feel  that  this  matter  has  aspects 
other  than  what  might  be  called  its  public  and  political  asi)ect,  viz,  both  legal 
and  technical. 

From  both  the  legal  and  technical  aspects  of  this  subject  we  feel  that  it  is  nec- 
essary to  recall  to  you  that  the  Navy  Deimrtment  on  July  23,  1903,  acting  under 
the  provisions  of  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  approved 
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March  3.  1903,  issued  a  public  call  for  a  competitive  trial  of  submarine  boats. 
The  Holland  Company  informed  the  Department  that  it  desired  to  submit  the 
Fulton  for  this  test,  and  undertook  extensire  Improvements  in  that  boat  before 
Biibmitting  It,  involving  expenditures  exceeding  $50,000.  The  Holland  Company 
complied  witii  tlie  conditions  of  the  Department  in  agreeing  that  the  boat  which 
it  submitted  was  complete,  and  that  It  accepted  as  final  the  performance  of  the 
vessel  on  trial.  The  Fulton's  test  was  made  by  the  board  of  Inspection  and 
survey  at  Newport,  occupying  ten  complete  days,  and  was  reported  by  the  board 
in  their  report  of  June  17,  1904,  as  fulfilling  all  the  reasonable  requirements  of 
submarine  warfare  and  being  essentially  superior  to  the  best  Government  boat. 
On  the  other  hand,  our  competitor,  having  in  his  possession  a  boat  which  he 
had  offered  for  trial  and  had  twice  presented  to  the  board  on  the  trial  ground 
and  then  withdrew,  failed  to  appear  and  failed  to  submit  to  the  conditions  of 
the  Department. 

As  the  result  of  these  facts  it  will  probably  be  admitted  that  if  there  had 
been  no  Interruption  in  the  administration  of  the  Navy  Department  it  would 
have  resulted  in  the  award  to  the  Holland  Company  of  a  contract  for  addi- 
tional boats  immediately  after  the  trial.  As  the  result,  however,  of  a  change 
in  the  administration  of  the  Dei>artnient,  delay  in  its  action  upon  the  board*8 
rejiort  was  involved,  and  submitted  to  on  the  part  of  the  Holland  Company. 
The  real  situation  was  that  the  Holland  Company  has  produced  for  the 
Government  seven  successful  boats,  which  have  been  delivered  in  full  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  of  the  contract  during  1902,  and  have  since  been  In 
actual  service  under  regular  service  conditions.  The  Department  is  In  pos- 
session of  numerous  reports  showing  their  eflScient  performance  of  duty,  con- 
cerning which  permit  us  to  refer  to  only  one,  the  most  recent,  of  the  action 
of  the  submarine  boat  Shark  in  proceeding  from  Newport,  R.  I.,  about  45  miles 
to  Menemsha  Bight  to  attack  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  there  at  anchor, 
after  due  notice,  and  arriving  there  in  broad  daylight,  succeeded  in  approach- 
ing a  vessel  of  the  fleet  within  50  yards  before  detection.  The  Shark,  after 
this  maneuver,  returned  to  Newport  in  such  heavy  weather  that  ol)liged  the 
battle  ship  squadron  to  proce«»d  for  safety  to  seal.  The  Holland  Company, 
talUng  the  Fultofi,  a  duplicate  of  the  Shark,  made  at  its  own  expense  con- 
siderable additions  and  improvements  resulting  In  the  recommendations  of  the 
trial  board.  In  addition  to  that,  it  has  prepared  ready  for  the  action  of  the 
Departm^it  designs  of  boats  of  increased  capacities,  which  the  board  has  recom- 
mended for  adoption,  and  stated  that  they  involved  experimental  features. 
Therefore,  we  believe  that  in  the  opinion  of  any  unprejudiced  technical  person 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Holland  boat  stands  In  the  position  of  a  perfected 
mechanism  and  a  practical  and  desirable  naval  weapon,  but  its  continued 
progress  is  being  held  up  by  the  solicitations  of  parties  who  have  a  discredited, 
incomplete,  experimental,  and  useless  article. 

We  desire  to  point  out  to  the  Department  that,  having  solicited  a  public  com- 
petition and  obtained  a  result  wholly  satisfactory  to  ourselves  and  certainly, 
as  it  would  appear  from  the  action  of  Secretary  Moody,  satisfactory  to  the 
Department,  we  have  disposed  of  the  boat  which  made  these  trials,  and  now 
at  short  notice  and  without  any  knowledge  of  the  exact  conditions,  we  learn 
for  the  first  time  that  our  competitor  has  under  construction  an  improved  boat 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  it  to  the  Navy  Department  for  competitive  test 
While  we  welcome  and  desire  an  early  and  conclusive  comi>otitive  test,  we  feel 
that  we  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  financial  loss  which  the  delay  involves, 
nor  should  we  be  placed  at  the  disadvantage  from  having  the  conditions  of 
the  trial,  in  which  we  entered  in  good  faith,  completely  changed  without  notice 
to  ourselves,  viz.  In  respect  to  permitting  our  competitor  to  prepare  and  submit 
a  new  boat  after  the  completion  of  the  competition,  which  we  had  every  reason 
to  suppose  was  closed.  The.  point  of  thi.s  is  that  we  feel  that  in  the  remote 
possibility  of  the  Ijake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  making  a  successful  trial  upon 
the  third  Thursday  In  November,  it  would  be  obviously  unjust  to  enter  into 
a  contract  with  them  without  permitting  us  the  same  privileges  of  going  on 
and  producing  at  our  leisure  another  improve<l  boat  to  be  tested  at  our  own 
discretion.  It  would  be  apparent  from  this  that  there  wcnild  be  an  unending 
aeries  of  tests. 

The  Department's  decision  to  delay  action  upon  the  award  of  submarine 
contracts  until  January  1  is  a  very  considerable  source  of  disadvantage  and 
loss  both  to  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  and  to  the  Fore  River  Ship- 
bnildlng  Company,  as  subcontractors,  because  preparations  had  been  made  for 
the  construction    of  special   buildings  for  building  these   boats  under  cover, 
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which  matter  will  now  be  necessarily  postiwned  until  a  season  when  it  can  be 
undertaken  with  Kreat  dis4id vantage,  if  at  all.  There  is  a  further  aspect  to  the 
matter  which  affects  our  business  further  than  the  actual  delay  mentioned, 
viz,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  somewhat  indefinite  and  may  be  prolonged.  We 
feel  that  the  I)e[>artment  having  entered  ui)on  the  idea  of  permitting  the  Lake 
Comimny  to  submit  a  boat  for  test,  we  will  be  somewhat  at  a  disadvantage  If, 
under  the  conditions  inevitable  in  such  construction.  It  may  appear  that  the 
boat  will  not  be  ready  at  the  api)ointed  time.  Our  experience  leads  us  to  the 
couclusion  that  the  third  Thursday  in  Noveml)er  will  be  followed  by  more  or  less 
requests  for  extension  of  time.  I'nder  these  circumstances,  we  feel  it  our  duty 
to  protest  against  the  action  taken  by  the  Navy  Department  on  the  ground 
that,  after  two  contestants  have  enterfnl  for  a  comi>etitlon  and  the  competition 
has  been  cIoshI  by  the  trial,  that  it  is  unfair  to  permit  one  of  the  contestants 
to  build  a  new  boat  not  contemplated  by  the  original  terms,  and  have  a  sub- 
sequent trial.  If,  however,  the  Secretary  decided  that  this  method  be  necessary 
to  the  exercise  of  his  discretion  under  the  terms  of  the  law.  It  is  obviously 
Just  that  he  should  i)lace  a  definite  limit  upon  the  time  of  the  second  entry  of 
the  belated  competitor.  Specifically,  our  request  is  that  the  Secretary  require 
the  Lake  Tori)edo  Boat  Company  to  be  ready  for  trial  at  Newport  before  the 
same  trial  board  and  under  precisely  the  same  conditions  on  the  third  Thursday 
In  November,  and  if  not  then  ready  that  the  competition  under  the  present  act 
of  Ck)ngress  be  closed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Francis  T.  Bowles. 
The  Secbetary  or  the  Navy,   • 

Nary  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 


(51.) 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  20,  1904. 

Sir:  Althongh  we  ftn^l  entitle*!  to  the  full  award  of  submarine  boats,  as  rec-  * 
ommended  by  the  Fulton  trial  board,  the  business  situation  makes  It  advisable 
for  us  to  consent  to  a  compromise  at  the  i)resent  time.  We  therefore  suggest 
that  if  the  Department  will  make  an  immediate  award  of  one  105-foot  boat  and 
one  81 -foot  boat,  with  certain  added  conditions,  it  will  be  acceptable  to  us.  It 
Is  our  intention  in  making  these  conditions  that  our  competitor  shall  be  af- 
forded every  iH)S8lble  opportunity  to  bring  his  boat  to  trial,  and  therefore  it  Is 
our  suggestion  that  he  should  be  invited  to  make  the  stipulation  that  we  made — 
that  his  boat  will  be  ready  at  a  certain  tlm^.  and  that  he  will  accept  the  results 
of  the  trial  on  that  date  as  final,  within  ten  days  of  this  date.  If  he  fails  to 
make  that  stipulation,  that  then  the  contract  for  the  remaining  two  boats  be 
awarded  to  us.  If  he  agrees  to  the  stipulation,  he  should  be  permitted  to  brin^ 
his  boat  to  NewiM>rt  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  for  the  Fulton  at  any 
time  within  four  months,  or  before  May  1.  If  he  fails  to  bring  his  l>oat  for 
trial  before  May  1,  then  on  that  date  the  contract  for  the  remaining  boats  to  be 
awarded  to  us. 

Very  respe<»t fully,  F.  T.  Bowles. 

For  Electric  Boat  Company, 

The  Secrktary  of  the  Navy. 


(52.) 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  December  20,  190 J^, 

Okntlemen  :  Tlie  I)ei>artment  begs  to  acknowledge  a  communication  of  the 
20th  instant  from  Mr.  F.  T,  Bowles,  for  the  Electric  Boat  (^miimny,  offering  to 
accei)t  an  imnuHllate  award  of  one  105-foot  submarine  boat  and  one  Sl-foot 
submarine  boat  under  certain  conditions  therein  mentioned. 

The  Department  accepts  this  offer  made  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  as  to 
the  award  to  them  of  a  contract  for  two  submarine  boats  of  approximately  105 
feet  and  81  feet  in  length,  resi>ectively,  and  forwards  herewith  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  Lake  Tori)edo  Boat  C(mii>any  under  date  of  December  21, 
1904,  which  em!)odies  all  the  material  conditions  named  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Ck)mpany  in  the  above-noted  letter. 

With  respect  to  the  provision  contained  in  the  last  sentence  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company's  letter  of  the  20th  Instant,  the  Department  reservee  to  Itself 
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the  right  to  iniiK>fle  such  eouditiotis  as  to  size,  speed,  and  other  qualities  of  boat 
or  boats  hereafter  contracted  for  as  may  appear  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  (iovemment. 

Very  respectfully,  Paul  Morton,  Secretary. 

The  Electric  Boat  CJompany, 

It  Pine  Street,  Netc  York,  N,  Y. 


(53.) 

Electric  Boat  Company, 
New  York,  N,  V.,  December  22,  1904, 
Sib:  Referring  to  your  proposal  of  the  20th  instant  concerning  submarine 
torpedo  boats,  made  to  and  accepted  by  the  Department,  we  transmit  herewith 
tracUigs  of  the  following  plans: 

Type  17— 105-foot  boat : 

Plan  No.  O850.    General  arrangement. 

Plan  No.  B-851.     General  arrangement,  sections. 
Type  16— «5-foot  boat : 

Plan  No.  C-803.     General  arrangement. 

Plan  No.  B-849.    General  arrangement,  sections. 

We  also  transmit  copies  of  proposed  contracts  for  these  boats,  containing 
guarantees  as  to  i)erformance  in  all  respects.  The  alterations  in  ink,  made  in 
the  contracts,  are  valid  and  they  are  submitted  in  this  form  to  avoid  loss  of 
time. 

The  plans  and  outline  specifications  above  submitted  represent  generally  the 
veflBels  we  propose  to  construct  in  order  to  comply  with  the  definite  and  de- 
tailed requirements  contained  In  the  proposed  contract.  The  matter  of  detail 
plans  and  speciflcntions  is  fully  covered  in  the  proposed  form  of  contract  and  in 
the  outline  of  specifications,  In  order  that  the  Government's  Interests  may  bo 
folly  protected  in  matters  of  detail  which  it  is  impossible  to  present  at  the 
present  time. 

The  price  of  the  106-foot  boat,  type  17.  Is  $250,000 ;  the  price  of  the  85-foot 
boat,  type  16,  is  $200,000. 

Very  respectfully.  Electric  Boat  Company, 

By  L.  Y.  Spear, 

Vice-President. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

.Vary  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Third  indorsemeiit. ] 

Navy  Department,  December  28,  190 ^^ 
R«jpectfully  referred  to  the  board  on  construction,  via  the  oflice  of  the  Judge- 
.Vdroeate^Genera  1,  for  their  information  as  to  action  heretofore  taken  by  the 
Department,  and   for  recommendation  as  to  the  accompanying  contract  and 
specifications. 
By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  Peters. 


(54.) 
[Telegram.] 

"QuiNCY,  Mass.,  January  3,  1905, 
Paul  Mobton, 

>'ai?y  Detpartment,  ^\'ashingt'on.  D.  C. 
As  8pear  is  111   and  I  do  not  wish  to  maJce  journey  to  Washington  unless 
necwigary.  may  I  ask  you  to  wire  me  if  the  I^ake  Company  has  made  the  re- 
qulrwl  stipulation ;  and  if  not.  If  you  have  awarded  the  two  additional  sub- 
marines to  us? 

Fbancis  T.  Bowles. 
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(55.) 

E1.ECTBIC  Boat  Company, 
New  York,  January  4,  /905. 
F.  T.  Bowles,  Esq., 

President  Fore  River  ShiphuHding  Company,  Quincy,  Ma/ts, 
Deab  Sib  :  We  beg  to  say  that  you  are  authorized  to  sign,  on  behalf  of  tbe 
Electric  Boat  Company,  the  letter  of  December  20,  addressed  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  copy  of  which  letter  is  hereto  annexed.  We  beg  further 
to  say  that  you  are  authorized  to  carry  on  the  prior  negotiations  with  the  Navy 
Department  which  led  up  to  the  aforesaid  letter. 
Yours,  truly, 

Electbic  Boat  Company, 
Elthu  B.  Fbost,  Vice-PrefiidenL 


(56.) 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  D,  C,  January  6,  1905, 
Sib:  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  information  as 
to  whether  "  the  Lake  company  has  made  the  required  stipulation,  and  if  not, 
if  you  have  awarded  the  two  additional  submarines  to  us,"  I  beg  to  advise  you 
that  the  Lake  company  did  not  make  the  required  stipulation,  and  that  the 
Department  is  now  prepared  to  enter  into  contract  with  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany for  the  construction  of  two  additional  submarines,  which  will  be  the 
same  !n  all  respects  as  the  smaller  of  the  two  submarines  previously  provided 
for. 

In  this  connection,  the  Department  begs  to  advise  you  that  it  will  not  con- 
sider a  price  in  excess  of  $185,000,  for  each  additional  boat. 
Very  respectfully, 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretary, 
Francis  T.  Bowles,  Esq., 

Washington,  D,  C, 


(57.) 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  6,  1905, 
Sib  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  to  in- 
form you  that  I  am  authorized  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of  11  Pine  street. 
New  York,  to  say  that  it  accepts  your  offer  of  a  contract  for  two  additional 
81-foot  submarine  boats,  upon  the  same  plans  and  specifications  as  those  already 
submitted  by  us,  for  the  sum  of  not  less  than  $185,000  each. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  T.  Bowles. 
Hon.  Paul  Mobton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

(58.) 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C„  February  4,  1905, 

[Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

After  conference  with  Hon.  E.  W.  Roberts,  member  of  the  House  Naval  Com- 
mittee, who  has  requested  certain  information  in  relation  to  submarine  boat 
tests,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  pertinent  facts  of  the  case  can  be  made  public 
without  divulging  technical  information  as  to  the  characteristics  of  the  sub- 
marine boats  which  could  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Government. 
It  Is.  therefore  recommended  that  there  be  submitted  to  the  Naval  Committee, 
as  an  appendix  to  the  recent  testimony  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  follow- 
ing information : 

Copy  of  the  general  programme  of  competitive  trials  of  subsurface  and  sub- 
marine boats  to  be  held  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  beginning  November  16,  1003,  under 
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tbe  provisiODS  of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1904,  and  for  other  purposes — this  being  the  general 
programme  of  trials  under  which  the  Fulton  was  tested. 

Copy  of  official  correspondence  from  June  1,  1903,  to  date,  inviting  special 
attention  to  the  Department's  letter  of  December  7,  1904. 

In  transmitting  this  correspondence  it  is  recommended  that  special  attention 
be  inrited  to  the  fact  that  the  contention  of  Mr.  Lake,  as  contained  in  his  com- 
munication of  January  25, 1905,  to  the  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill,  that  the  Department  had 
refused  to  permit  a  test  of  the  Lake  boat  "  miless  the  Lake  company  signed  a 
statement  tliat  it  would  accept  as  final  a  trial  of  its  boat  alone  and  not  side 
by  side  witli  a  Government  submarine,  as  clearly  provided  by  law  and  de- 
manded by  the  Lake  company,"  is  wholly  without  foundation  in  fact  and  clearly 
disproved  by  tlie  pliraseology  employed  by  the  Department,  which  was  as 
follows : 

"  •  ♦  •  that  the  boat  which  you  submit  to  the  Department  for  test  is,  at 
that  time,  finally  completed,  and  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  as  final,  for 
the  purposes  of  this  act,  the  result  which  your  boat  Is  capable  of  developing 
on  trial  at  the  present  time." 

This  clanae  as  written  by  the  Department  had  a  very  simple  and  definite 
meaning  and  ^ras  intended  to  prevent  either  competitor  from  submitting  a  boat 
vhich  was  incomplete  and  claiming  subsequent  to  the  trial  that  its  boat  was 
not  entirely  in  readiness,  thereby  compelling  the  Department  to  undertake  an 
indefinite  number  of  trials  in  order  to  determine  the  merits  of  respective  com- 
petitive boats.  li  is  also  recommended  that  attention  be  invited  to  the  fact 
that  this  particiiiar  statement  which  the  Department  insisted  must  be  made  by 
til  competitors  was  not  objected  to  by  the  Lake  company  at  the  time  of  its  orig- 
inal submission  on  January  19,  1904,  and  not  until  December  3,  1904.  The 
Lake  company  kneifv^  perfectly  well,  and  had  been  so  advised  by  the  Depart- 
ment, that  its  condition  had  been  formally  accepted  by  their  competitor:  that 
SQch  a  statement  could  only  refer  to  administrative  metlvds ;  that  it  could  not 
possibly  be  construed  as  limiting  the  character  of  the  te^ts  to  be  made,  and 
was  purely  and  solely  to  prevent  incomplete  boats  being  ofTered  for  trial. 

It  is  believed  that  the  corresijondence  on  file  In  the  Department  (particu- 
larly the  Department's  letter  of  December  7,  1904)  will  satisfactorily  dispose 
of  the  misstatement  of  fact  which  is  made  in  the  petition  of  Mr.  Lake  of 
January  25,  1905. 

In  order  that  tbe  committee  may  be  fully  advised  as  to  the  requirements  and 
penalties  in  connection  with  the  submarine  boats  to  be  contracted  for,  it  is 
recommended  that  they  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  contract  for  these 
boats. 

W.  L.  Capps, 
Chief  Constructor,  U,  8,  Navy,  Chief  of  Bureau. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  NO.  76. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  February  16,  1905. 
fill:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  forwarding  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs  copies  of  all  correspondence  between 
the  Deinrtment  and  the  Holland  and  I^ake  torpedo-boat  companies  concerning 
a  test  of  submarine  boots  of  the  respective  companies,  and  to  the  concluding 
paragraph  thereof,    in  which  I  stated  that  copies  of  certain  correspondence 
between  Naval  Constructor  Woodward  and  I^wrence  Y.  Spear,  of  the  Holland 
Torpedo  Boat  Comi>any,  which  had  Just  come  to  my  knowledge,  would  also 
be  sent  for  the  information  of  the  committee,  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  a 
letter  dated  the  15th  instant  from  Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  forward- 
ing tbe  additional  correspondence  above  mentioned,  making  9  inclosures. 
Very  respectfully, 

Paul  Morton,  Secret anf. 
Ho'i.  George  Bdmund  Fobs, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 

House  of  Representatives. 

P.  s. — Inclosed   find  correspondence  with  board  of  inspection  in  republica- 
tion of  report  of  board  on  trial  Protector  (2  letters,  6  indorsements). 
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Navy  Depabtment, 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,   February  15,  1905. 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  Instant,  I  respectfully  furnish  liere- 
with  copies  of  i^ersoiial  letters  written  by  me  to  Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear,  of  the  Hol- 
land Torpedo  Boat  Company,  dated,  resjjectlvely,  April  27,  1904^  and  May  7, 
1904,  marked  "  Inclosures  Nos.  1  and  2." 

As  the  letter  dated  May  7,  1904,  refers  to  a  confidential  letter  sent  me  by 
Mr.  Frost,  I  be^  to  Inclose  herewith  the  original  copy  of  the  same  (marketl 
"  Inclosure  No.  3,"  containing  three  sublnclosures  marked  "  Nos.  3a,  3b,  and 
3c");  but  I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  very  confidential  nature  of  its 
contents  and  respectfully  request  that  It  be  not  made  public,  or,  if  any  part  of 
it  Is  made  public,  that  the  words  Inclosed  in  red  pencil  be  omitted,  so  that  the 
writers  can  not  be  identified. 

To  the  best  of  my  present  recollection  I  received  from  Mr.  Spear  In  reply  to 
the  request  contained  In  the  last  rmragraph  of  my  above-cited  letter  of  May 
7,  1904,  not  only  the  suggestions  as  to  the  best  order  of  conducting  the  Fulton's 
trials,  as  given  In  his  letter  of  May  12,  1904  (a  copy  of  which  I  have  already 
furnished  the  Department),  but  in  addition  thereto,  further  letter  or  letters  or 
memoranda  giving  more  detailed  descriptions  of  his  suggestions  as  to  the  best 
order  of  procedure  in  conducting  these  trials ;  but  I  can  not  find  among  my  per- 
sonal papers  or  notes  any  copy  or  copies  of  the  same. 

I  do  find,  *however,  among  the  papers  container!  In  the  board  of  Inspection's 
official  file,  envelopes  containing  the  ofiiclal  iwpers  relative  to, the  trials  of  sob- 
marlnos,  and  also  among  my  own  personal  papers  certain  informal  memoranda 
which  I  believe  should  form  part  of  this  correspondence,  even  although  they 
are  not  formal  correspondence,  and  I  therefore  resi)ectfully  Inclose  copies  of 
four  memoranda,  marked  "  Inclosures  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  and  7,'*  relative  to  the 
order  of  procedure  to  be  followed  In  conducting  the  speed,  maneuvering,  and 
torpedo-firing  trials  of  submarines.  The  first  of  these  (marked  "Inclosure 
No.  4")  was  prepare<l  by  me  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  while  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  the  Protector,  November  16  and  17,  1903,  as  an  outline  of  the  best  order 
of  holding  the  sr)eed  trials  on  the  measured  mile  course,  subject  to  change 
by  the  trial  board.  By  the  authority  of  the  president  of  the  trial  board, 
Capt.  C.  J.  Train,  U.  S.  Navy,  a  copy  of  this  memorandum  was  given  Mr. 
Lake,  of  the  Lake  companj-,  and  another  to  Mr.  Spear,  of  the  Holland  com- 
pany (as  was  noted  by  me  in  pencil  at  the  time  on  the  copy  of  the  paper  in 
my  possession),  so  that  the  general  order  of  procedure  when  starting  the  trials 
would  be  outlined  sufficiently  for  the  contestants  to  understand  how  a  beginning 
would  probably  be  made.  Inclosures  Nos.  5.  6,  and  7  give  further  copies  of 
similar  memoranda  prepared  principally.  If  not  entirely,  by  me  previous  to 
holding  the  trials  of  the  Fulton  in  June.  1904.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection 
copies  of  these  last  three  paiiers  were  given  representatives  of  the  Holland 
company  at  the  time  the  Fulton's  trials  were  held,  but  the  papers  were  not 
considered  to  be  official  Instructions,  nor  was  the  order  of  procedure  Indicated 
strictly  followed  on  the  trial. 

The  preparation  of  these  memoranda  represented,  however,  an  earnest 
endeavor,  Involving  a  very  considerable  amoimt  of  work  on  my  part,  to  draw 
up  some  kind  of  an  **  order  of  procedure  "  that  would,  by  providing  a  specified 
place  for  each  particular  test  or  trial  in  the  sequence  of  the  trials  to  be  held, 
tend  to  prevent  any  omission  from  the  requirements  of  the  "  General  pro- 
gramme of  trials"  under  which  the  board  was  acting;  for  while  tjiat  pro- 
gramme described  what  the  trials  were  to  consist  in,  it  did  not  state  the  order 
in  which  they  were  to  be  held.  Moreover,  the  necessity  of  preparing  some 
order  of  procedure  for  discussion  by  the  board  was,  in  my  opinion,  apparent 
If  the  numerous  and  diversified  trials  called  for  by  the  "  programme "  were 
to  be  carried  out  In  such  a  sequence  that  unnecessary  delays  were  to  be 
avoided.  It  was  In  connection  with  the  preparation  of  these  memoranda  that 
I  asked  for  the  iiersonal  views  of  Mr.  Spear  and  Captain  Cable;  and  as  I 
felt  it  self-evident  that  at  the  time  the  trials  were  held  by  the  board  the 
I>erson  In  charge  of  a  competing  boat  would  have  to  be  given  notice  In  advance 
of  the  character  of  each  next  succeeding  trial,  a  sufficient  length  of  time  that 
would  afford  him  any  reasonable  time  for  preparation  that  he  would  consider 
necessary,  so  I  saw  no  Impropriety  in  discussing  personally  in  advance  the 
best  means  of  reducing  the  Intervals  between  the  successive  trials,  so  that  the 
total  time  required  to  complete  all  trials  be  made  as  short  as  practicable. 
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I  also  inclose  copies  of  a  personal  letter  written  to  me  by  Mr.  Spear  on  April 
19,  190i,  marked  **  Inclosure  No.  8,"  and  my  reply  thereto,  dated  April  23, 
1901,  marked  "  Inclostire  No.  9."  These  letters  were  omitted  from  those  fur- 
nished Captain  Dayton  on  the  7th  instant,  as  they  appeared  to  be  written  on 
sabjects  not  connected  with  the  competitive  trials  of  submarines.  I  find,  how- 
ever, on  the  last  page  of  each  letter  references  to  the  condition  of  the  Fulton 
when  preparing  for  her  trials,  and  therefore  for\i'ard  them  herewith. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  Woodward, 
\aval  Constructor,  U,  8.  Navy. 
The  Secret ABY  of  the  Navy. 


(Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Navy  Department, 
•    Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Wa9hington,  April  27,  190^, 
My  De;ab  8peab:  Yours  of  the  25th  instant  is  just  received.  I  am  very 
?lad  indeed  to  hear  that  you  are  able  to  push  ahead  at  once  with  the  work  on 
the  two  periscopes,  and  I  did  not  mail  my  letter  to  you  until  I  had  seen  Capps 
6i^  the  requisition  that  I  had  prepared  for  him,  so  that  I  can  not  imagine 
there  being  any  further  delay. 

There  came  nearly  being  one,  however,  on  account  of  my  having  put  in  a 
compass  installation  for  the  boat  with  the  iK>wer-operated  periscope.  Of  course 
t  compass  properly  belongs  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  but  I  knew  that  if 
it  were  ordered  separately  by  that  Bureau  we  would  have  an  inevitable  and 
probably  extremely  long  delay,  and  so  I  asked  Capps  to  see  Admiral  Manney 
tnd  explain  the  circumstances  to  him,  which  he  did,  and  so  the  requisition  has 
gone  through  as  I  sent  you  (CJoustruction  and  Repair  supplying  the  compass 
iDirtallation ) ,  except  that  In  order  to  prevent  'any  further  discussion  I  wrote 
the  requisition  slightly  different  from  the  copy  of  the  items  I*  sent  you,  in 
that  the  compass  installation  was  called  for  as  a  part  of  the  periscope  installa- 
tion, and  I  simply  added  the  $300  for  the  compass  installation  to  the  cost  of  the 
[leriscope  alone. 

Capps  hesitated  over  having  the  periscopes  installed  at  Newport,  but  it 
seemed  to  me  that  if  you  would  make  the  detail  drawings,  as  I  had  provided 
fnr  in  the  requisition,  and  if  you  would  take  pains  to  have  Nelson  and  Fletcher 
give  all  necessary  information,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  trouble  for  their 
installing  the  work  according  to  your  plans.  I  hope  that  after  you  get  the 
requisition  formally  and  can  see  just  when  you  are  going  to  be  able  to  deliver 
the  periscopes  at  Newport,  that  j-ou  can  forward  a  copy  of  the  working  plans 
by  which  the  people  at  NewfMjrt  are  to  be  guided  for  installing  the  periscopes, 
■ending  one  set  to  them  directly  and  another  set  through  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
Btnictlon  and  Repair,  so  that  they  may  have  all  the  holes  cut  and  other  work 
done  before  you  deliver  the  periscopes,  so  that  the  matter  of  getting  them  in 
place  may  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  only  called  for  one  Independent  compass  installation,  as  it  seemed  to  me 
diat  that  was  quite  enough  to  test  the  advantages  of  fitting  it,  and  that  for  the 
periscope  hand-operated,  at  which  the  observer  is  to  walk  around  on  the  inside 
of  the  boat,  the  compass  installation  would  be  in  the  way. 

I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  that  you  are  making  better  progress  with 
the  ¥u\ton  than  you  anticipated  when  you  last  wrote  to  the  Department,  and 
I  would  advise  you  not  to  write  again  to  the  Department  until  you  have  got 
the  boat  nearly  ready  for  trial  and  in  such  a  condition  that  you  know  that 
there  will  be  no  further  delay. 

To  go  back  a  moment  to  the  periscopes,  I  found  that  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
Btmctlon  wanted  to  have  a  board  sit  on  the  matter  before  they  did  anything, 
bnt  I  finally  got  it  arranged  so  that  no  board  will  be  appointed  until  after  you 
have  famished  the  three  periscopes  to  the  Shark,  Porpoise,  and  Plunger,  and 
then  that  a  board  be  appointed  to  examine  all  three  of  them  and  decide  which 
wlU  be  best  to  adopt  as  a  standard  for  all  the  boats.  By  including  the  Plunger's 
periscope  this  will  afford  several  months'  use  during  the  summer  with  the  two 
instniments  that  we  have  just  ordered  for  the  Shark  and  Porpoise,  and,  as  I 
understand  from  previous  correspondence  that  optically  they  cover  all  the 
features  of  design  which  we  will  have  to  consider  (as  the  Plunger's  will  only 
differ  in  that  It  will  be  Installed  In  the  conning  tower  and  not  through  the 
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body  of  the  boat),  there  will  be  ample  opportunity  to  determine  whether  the 
inversion  of  objects  astern  with  the  power-operated  type  is  really  a  aerions 
drawback. 

I  have  not  felt  that  It  was  good  policy  to  do  anything  now  as  to  the  boats 
at  San  Francisco,  as  although  I  feel  very  sorry  for  the  people  out  there,  yet 
I  think  the  main  object  to  be  attained  is  to  push  the  development  of  the  three 
boats  at  Newport  to  the  uttermost,  so  that  we  may  see  whether  the  changee 
recommended  on  the  Plunger  not  only  are  satisfoctory  In  themselves,  but 
whether  they  require  to  be  supplemented  by  any  additional  alterations,  and  as 
soon  as  a  decision  can  be  reached  in  this  matter  (which,  of  course,  includes 
the  adoption  of  a  standard  type  of  periscope  as  well  as  of  conning  tow^*), 
we  can  take  steps  to  have  all  the  boats  in  San  Francisco  fitted  out  in  a  similar 
manner  to  that  shown  to  be  best  by  our  experience  on  the  Plunger.  Of  coarse 
this  results  in  the  wasting  of  time  by  the  people  of  the  Pacific  coast,  bat,  to 
my  mind  the  most  Important  result  to  accomplish  is  to  succeed  in  the  rapid 
development  of  the  type,  and,  of  course,  this  requires  the  Plunger  work  to  be 
pushed,  and  as  it  seems  to  be  so  hard  to*  overcome  inertia  in  some  quarters^ 
I  would  not  waste  energy  on  anything  except  to  accomplish  that  particular 
result. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  J.  WoonwABD. 

Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y, 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Navy  Depabtment, 
BoABD  OF  Inspection  and  SmivET, 

Washington,  May  7,  1904. 

My  Dear  Spear  :  I  find  on  my  return  from  New  York  several  letters  of  yours 
and  am  indebted  to  you  for  the  Information  furnished. 

I  was  told  to-day  that  the  order  for  the  work  on  the  Plunger  had  been  form- 
ally placed  with  you  and  that  they  had  written  you  for  the  formal  estimates 
for  supplying  the  two  periscope  instaliations,  etc.,  so  that  I  trust  that  is  equally 
satisfactorily  under  way. 

I  find  that  Capps  seems  somewhat  doubtful  about  the  ability  of  the  people 
at  Newport  to  do  the  work  necessary  to  install  the  two  periscopes  on  the  Porpoise 
and  Shark,  but  I  will  do  everything  I  can  to  carry  out  the  original  arrange- 
ment, since  you  appeared  to  be  very  sure  that  it  would  be  within  their  ability; 
and  if  you  get  out  everything  for  them,  so  that  they  simply  have  to  cut  the 
hole  in  the  upper  deck  of  the  boat  and  then  rivet  on  the  ring,  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  should  be  no  question  as  to  its  being  done  satisfactorily  by  the 
people  at  the  torpedo  station. 

I  learn  that  Mr.  Nelson  has  been  taking  his  boats  down  to  a  depth  of  100  feet 
below  the  surface.  I  have  never  looked  into  the  matter  of  the  strength  of  these 
boats,  but  I  think  that  this  is  about  as  far  as  they  ought  to  go.  Can  you  send 
me  any  data  (and  indeed  I  should  be  glad  to  have  any  calculations  you  may 
have  made)  as  to  the  strength  of  these  boats  when  submerged,  and  let  me  know 
your  opinion  as  to  the  depths  you  think  they  can  be  safely  taken  to. 

I  did  not  understand  that  in  the  accident  that  happened  to  the  English  sub- 
marine any  of  the  water  leaked  in  through  the  bent  periscope  tube,  although 
Capps  seemed  to  have  that  idea.  My  understanding  was  that  the  Berwick 
Castle  had  struck  the  conning  tower  of  the  boat  and  cut  it  so  that  a  small 
leak  was  produced.  At  the  same  time  it  would  appear  as  though  there  ought 
to  be  a  valve  fitted  on  the  boat  at  the  point  where  the  periscope  passes  through 
the  hull,  so  that  in  case  the  periscope  was  bent  or  damaged  at  the  point  of 
passage  through  the  hull  the  damaged  portion  could  be  removed  and  the  valve 
closed.  I  wish  you  would  give  me  any  information  you  have  bearing  on  this 
point,  as  it  is  liable  to  be  one  that  will  be  discussed  later. 

Will  you  kindly  thank  Mr.  Frost  for  sending  me  information  as  to  the  acci- 
dent to  the  English  boat,  together  with  a  confidential  letter  of  C^aptain  Bacon. 

I  think  that  we  can  probably  arrange  for  the  trials  about  the  end  of  the 
month  and  can  not  see  any  advantage  in  your  hurrying  yourself  unduly,  al- 
though, of  course,  in  many  ways  it  is  desirable  to  make  all  proper  speed  in 
getting  to  the  point  where  we  can  actually  conduct  the  trials.  I  think  we 
ought  to  begin  the  trials  on  Monday  or,  possibly,  Tuesday  of  the  week  selected 
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and  try  to  arrange  for  such  a  distribution  of  the  time  as  to  get  through  with 
them  in'  the  week.  I  wish  you  would  thinlc  over  the  programme  which  you  have 
been  given  already,  and  think  of  the  order  of  holding  the  various  trials  that  you 
would  consider  best  to  have  the  boat  follow,  so  t)iat  something  will  be  done 
every  day,  while  at  the  same  time  giving  your  men  the  best  possible  chance  to 
keep  in  good  condition,  as  the  fact  of  the  ability  of  the  crew  to  operate  the  boat 
practically  continuously  day  by  day  is  a  feature  of  merit  in  the  trial  that 
has  got  to  receive  a  certain  weight. 

If  you  can  write  me  beforehand  informally  your  own  personal  views  and 
those  of  Captain  Cable,  I  will  be  glad  to  consider  them,  and  it  may  help  us 
get  through  with  our  work  in  the  least  time  possible  and  at  the  same  time  in  a 
manner  equally  satisfactory  to  yourselves  and  the  board. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

J.  J.  Woodward. 
Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

New  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

[Note  In  pencil  on  original :  "  Copy  given  Mr.  Spear  at  time  trial  of  Protector 
was  under  consideration,  this  being  same  as  that  given  Mr.  Lake  so  character 
of  trial  would  be  understood.  This  is  subject  to  change  by  board.  (Signed) 
J.  J.  W."] 

Order  of  procedure  to  be  followed  in  making  speed  trials. 

1.  The  speed  trial  in  light  condition  (as  described  in  paragraph  la)  will  be 
made  first,  the  vessel  leaving  all  ballast  tanks  empty  and  all  outfit  to  be  used 
during  any  one  of  the  trials  on  board  (except  consumable  stores). 

2.  During  this  light-condition  speed  trial,  after  passing  the  end  range  of 
each  of  the  first  two  runs  over  the  measured  mile,  the  boat  will  continue  to 
bold  the  same  course  as  when  on  the  mile  (as  far  as  the  then  existing  condi- 
tions of  navigation  will  permit)  for  such  time  as  may  be  desired  by  the  captain 
of  the  Protector  in  order  to  be  at  a  suitable  distance  from  the  beginning  of  the 
measured  mile  when  starting  for  the  return  run  over  the  mile  course,  and  will 
then  turn  at  full  speed,  using  the  full  helm  angle,  through  a  half  circle,  so  as 
to  return  over  the  course.  The  time  of  turning  through  180  degrees  and  the 
diameter  of  the  turning  circle  will  be  noted. 

3.  On  completing  the  speed  trial  in  light  condition  the  boat  will  proceed  im- 
mediately with  the  speed  trial  submerged,  as  described  in  paragraph  lo.  To 
show  that  the  boat  is  in  diving  condition  she  will  make  a  preliminary  dive  at 
approximately  full  speed  as  soon  as  she  can  be  ballasted  and  trimmed  ready 
to  do  so.  The  time  will  be  taken  from  the  moment  the  boat  completes  the  light- 
condition  speed  trial  (when  passing  the  last  stake  boat)  until  her  "  omnlscope  " 
Is  under  water  and  only  the  signal  mast  Is  exposed.  She  will  continue  at  this 
depth  for  this  preliminary  (Jive  for  at  least  four  minutes. 

4.  After  making  this  preliminary  dive  to  show  that  the  boat  is  in  a  suitable 
condition  to  make  her  submerged  speed  trial,  that  trial  will  be  proceeded  with. 
The  boat  will  make  the  half  turns  after  each  one  of  the  first  two  runs  over  the 
measured  mile  at  full  speed,  using  the  full  helm  angle,  and  otherwise  as  de- 
scribed for  the  trial  in  light  condition,  excepting  only  that  the  hull  and  conning 
tower  of  the  boat  will  be  entirely  submerged  on  the  turns. 

5.  The  speed  trial  in  the  awash  condition  will  be  made  next.  During  this 
awash  trial  the  omnlscope  must  not  be  used-  Means  to  prevent  its  use  during 
the  trial  must  be  taken.  The  trial  will  be  then  proceeded  with  as  described 
in  paragraph  lb-  The  time  the  boat  will  stay  below  the  surface  during  the 
dive  made  at  the  end  of  each  run  over  the  mile  will  be  four  minutes.  After 
the  boat*s  coming  to  the  surface  after  this  dive  it  will  make  a  half  turn  after 
each  of  the  first  two  runs  over  the  measured  mile  course  at  full  speed,  using 
the  full  helm  angle  and  otherwise  as  described  for  the  trial  in  light  condition, 
excepting  only  that  the  boat  will  be  trimmed  as  when  running  in  the  awash 
condition  of  the  mile  course. 

6.  It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  instructions  that  during  these  particu- 
lar trials  of  the  Protector  the  gasoline  engines  are  to  be  the  only  motive  power 
used  during  the  trial  in  the  light  condition  and  the  electric  motors  are  to  be  the 
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only  motive  power  used  during  the  trials  in  the  awash  and  submerged  condi- 
tions. 

[Note  in  pencil  on  original :  "  February  7 — 4  p.  ui.  Mentioned  the  pencil  note 
on  this  copy  to  Captain  Dayton,  who  thought  this  subject  was  suffici^itly 
described  in  the  report,  and  as  it  is  only  a  memorandum  and  not  formal  corre- 
spondence he  did  not  consider  it  included  in  the  call.  (Signed)  J.  J.  Wood- 
ward."] 


[IncIoBure  No.  5.1 
Rtquirements  for  runs  over  measured  mile  in  order  to  determine  speed, 

1.  Three  observing  vessels  will  be  required. 

2.  Five  observers  will  be  required,  tw^o  on  the  submarine  and  one  on  eacb 
observing  vessel. 

ORDEB  OF  OBSEBVATION. 

(A)  Submarine  leaves  torpedo  station  in  "light"  condition. 

(B)  Time  to  be  taken  for  submarine  to  pass  from  **  light"  condition  to  "  sub- 
merged "  condition.  This  time  to  show  Interval  between  the  instant  of  giving 
the  order  to  pass  from  the  "  light "  condition  to  the  **  submerged  "  condition  and 
the  instant  when  the  conning  tower  of  the  submarine  is  entirely  submerged. 

(C)  Runs  to  be  made  over  measured  mile  in  submerged  condition,  the  follow- 
ing observations  to  be  taken  : 

(a)  Times  to  be  taken  when  submarine  crosses  the  ranges  marking  the  meas- 
ured mile  by  the  observers  on  the  two  observation  vessels  which  will  be  an- 
chored on  these  ranges. 

(b)  The  observer  on  the  vessel  following  the  submarine  will  note  the  subma- 
rine's general  behavior,  steadiness  of  course  in  both  horizontal  and  vertical 
directions,  and  maneuvering  qualities  during  the  various  runs. 

(c)  The  two  observers  on  the  submarine  will  note  during  each  run  the  revolu- 
tions per  minute  of  the  motor,  the  voltage  and  ami)erage  consumed,  and  the 
record  of  depth  gauges  and  clinometers. 

(D)  Similar  data  will  be  taken  for  the  runs  in  the  "awash"  and  "light" 
condition. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 
Order  of  condueting  the  torpcdo-flring  trials, 

1.  The  full  number  of  torpedoes  that  can  be  properly  carried  in  the  vessel's 
outfit  under  service  conditions  being  uncharged  and  on  the  wharf  adjacent  to 
the  submarine,  the  time  will  be  taken  between  the  instant  of  giving  the  order  to 
take  the  tori)edoes  on  board  and  that  when  each  torpedo  is  in  its  tube  at  its 
proper  stowage  position  on  board  the  vessel,  having  been  charged  with  air 
taken  from  the  receiver  on  board  the  submarine,  the  time  to  be  taken  up  to  the 
instant  when  the  torpedo  is  charged  and  ready  for  instant  firing  in  so  far  as  the 
torpedo  in  the  tube  is  concerned,  and  that  when  the  torpedoes  carried  in  other 
stowage  positions  are  charged  and  ready  for  transfer  to  the  firing  tube. 

2.  The  torpedoes  having  been  placed  on  board  the  vessel,  It  will  be  taken  to 
the  firing  ground  at  Coddington  Cove,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be  designated,  and  on 
arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  the  firing  grounds  the  vessel  will  be  headed  for  tbe 
target,  using  as  a  motive  power  only  that  used  during  the  submerged  run,  and 
the  vessel  shall  dive  at  such  a  point  that  when  at  least  1,000  yards  from  the 
target  she  shall  be  totally  submerged,  the  periscope  being  entirely  covered,  and 
shall  so  continue  for  a  distance  of  at  least  200  yards,  and  shall  then  rise  to  the 
surface  only  sufficiently  to  expose  her  periscope,  all  other  parts  of  the  vessel 
remaining  below  the  surface,  and  when  about  SCk)  yards  from  the  target  shall 
discharge  her  torpedo  at  the  center  of  the  target,  the  vessel  then  turning  quickly 
as  possible  and  with  only  her  periscope  visible  shall  then  retire  at  least  1,000 
yards  from  the  target. 

3.  The  remaining  torjiedoes  carried  by  the  vessel  will  be  discharged  by  the 
vessel  in  as  rapid  succession  as  possible,  following  the  same  order  of  procedure 
as  in  the  case  of  the  discharge  of  the  first  torpedo,  except  last  awash. 
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4.  The  time  at  which  each  torpedo  is  fired  will  be  taken,  the  accuracy  with 
which  the  torpedo  was  discharged  will  be  noted,  said  accuracy  to  be  considered 
as  consisting  in  properly  discharging  the  torpedo  in  such  a  direction  that  it 
should  hit  the  center  of  the  target  if  the  torpedo  ran  in  a  straight  course,  but 
will  not  include  the  accuracy  of  the  run  of  the  torpedo  itself. 

5.  The  time  the  vessel  or  any  of  its  parts  is  visible  above  the  surface  while 
making  its  attack  will  be  noted  each  time  a  torpedo  is  fired,  together  with  the 
eztoit  of  surface  of  the  boat  exposed  and  the  character  of  the  surface  disturt>- 
ance  of  the  water  created  by  the  motion  of  the  boat  or  the  periscope. 

6*  At  no  time  should  the  submarine  approach  closer  than yards  to  the 

target,  and  special  care  must  be  taken  that  at  the  time  of  firing  each  torpedo  no 
part  of  the  boat  should  be  visible  except  the  upper  portion  of  the  periscope,  and 
as  little  of  that  to  be  exposed  as  the  conditions  of  the  surface  of  the  water  at 
the  time  the  torpedoes  are  fired  will  permit. 

7.  The  maneuvering  qualities  of  the  submarine  will  be  noted  as  indicated  by 
tbe  manner  in  ^hlch  the  various  evolutions  are  performed. 


[Inclocnre  No.  7.1 

Order  of  condv^fing  maneuvering  trials. 

The  following  maneuvering  trials  will  be  carried  out  with  the  vessel  ballasted 
and  trimmed  in  the  condition  under  which  the  "  awash "  speed  trials  were 
performed: 

(A)  The  vessel  shall  go  ahead  at  the  highest  speed  that  can  be  obtained  from 
the  electric  motor;  and  then — 

The  order  will  be  given  to  revere  the  electric  motor  and  the  time  intervals 
taken ;  first,  when  the  screws  begin  to  back ;  second,  when  the  vessel  begins  to 
move  astern.  The  captain  of  the  submarine  will  blow  an  "air  whistle"  to 
indicate  to  observer  on  accompanying  vessel  the  instant  when  the  order  is  given 
to  reverse  the  electric  motor,  so  that  said  observer  shall  be  informed  of  the 
instant  from  which  time  is  to  be  counted  until  the  vessel  begins  to  move  astern. 
If  possible  to  estimate  the  advance  in  yards  of  vessel  from  time  whistle  is 
blown  until  she  begins  to  go  astern,  it  should  be  done. 

(B)  The  vessel  being  in  the  "awash'*  condition  she  shall  go  ahead  at  full 
speed,  using  the  gasoline  engine  alone  as  a  motive  power;  and  then — 

The  order  will  be  given  to  go  astern,  the  gasoline  engine  being  stopped  and 
its  clutch  disconnected  from  the  propeller  shaft.  The  clutch  of  the  electric 
motor  will  then  be  thrown  into  gear  and  the  electric  motor  started  astern,  so 
that  the  motion  of  the  vessel  will  be  reversed.  The  time  will  be  taken :  First 
from  the  instant  when  the  order  is  given  to  go  astern  until  the  screws  begin 
to  back ;  and,  second,  when  the  vessel  begins  to  move  astern,  the  times  being 
taken,  and  the  advances  estimated  as  described  in  paragraph  (A). 

(C)  The  vessel  shall  continue  going  astern  in  each  of  the  trials  described 
under  paragraphs  (A)  and  (B)  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  show  whether 
she  can  be  steered  as  desired  when  going  astern. 

(D)  Anchor  tests  are  not  practicable  except  when  vessel  Is  in  light  condftion. 
The  anchor  weighs pounds. 

(E)  If  the  vessel  can  remain  at  rest  (the  motive  machinery  being  stopped) 
immersed  at  such  depths  that  either  the  vessel  is  entirely  submerged  or  only 
the  upper  portion  of  the  periscope  is  visible,  a  trial  to  demonstrate  this  quality 
will  be  made.  While  so  "  balancing  "  men  will  be  moved  about  in  the  boat  and 
change  in  trim  noted. 

(F)  The  buoyancy  of  the  vessel  being  regulated  as  desired  by  the  captain  of 
the  submarine,  the  following  trials  will  be  made: 

(a)  The  vessel  will  run  full  speed  ahead  under  her  electric  motor,  at  a  depth 
of  al>ont  16-18  feet  and  will  then  have  her  motor  reversed  to  full  speed  astern, 
and  her  behavior  noted. 

(b)  The  vessel  will  then  be  navigated,  going  ahead  at  the  slowest  speed  at 
which  she  can  be  kept  submerged  at  the  depth  of  about  16-18  feet,  and  under 
efikrient  control. 

(c)  The  vessel  will  then  be  navigated  at  a  depth  of  30  feet,  and  brought  as 
quickly  as  possible  from  that  depth  to  a  point  where  her  periscope  is  visible, 
and  will  then  dive  as  quickly  as  possible  to  a  depth  of  30  feet;  the  time  the 
periscope  is  visible  should  be  as  short  as  possible.  Observer  in  accompanying 
vessel  will  note  the  time  the  periscope  can  be  seen.    At  least  1  foot  in  length 
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of  the  top  of  tlie  i)eri80oi)e  will  be  shown,  but  no  more  than  that  length  thsm  is 
required  to  see  over  whatever  surface  wave  exist  at  this  time. 

(rf)  The  same  operation  will  be  repeated,  only  at  least  1  foot  In  height  of 
the  conninjj  tower  will  be  exiwsed  instead  of  the  periscope,  and  the  same  time 
talcen. 

(0)  Malve  turning  circles  with  l>oth  port  and  starboard  below  to  determine 
the  tactical  diameter  at  full  speed  imder  gasoline  engine.  In  light  condition, 
nslng  stadometer  and  wireless  telegraph  i>ole  to  measure  distance. 

(H)  Run  on  mile  course  In  light  con<lition,  charging  storage  batteries  at 
normal  charging  rate,  and  note  speed  with  full  gasoline  engine  power. 

Dive  and  malce  turning  circle. 


[Inclosure  No.  8.1 

Confidential.]  Thk  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Aeic  Sujfolk,  Long  Island,  N,  F.,  AprU  19,  J90i, 

My  Dear  Woodward:  Yours  of  the  ISth  came  to  hand  to-day,  and  I  have  just 
sent  you  the  following  telegram,  which  I  l>eg  to  confirm : 

"  Two  revolvable  periscopes  about  15  feet  high,  one  with  hand  gc»ar,  the  other 
with  i)Ower,  can  be  delivered  In  thirty  days.  0/OSt,  including  royalty  and  steer- 
ing-gear extension,  fourteen  hundred  fifty  for  hand  gear,  sixteen  hundred  for 
power  gear.     Am  writing  fully." 

You  will  see  from  the  wording  of  my  telegram  that  I  am  not  In  entire  agree- 
ment with  you  in  your  general  premises,  the  \H>lut  of  dltference  being  the  ques- 
tion of  fitting  the  short  and  the  long  periscoi>es  as  suggested  by  you.  In  my 
Judgment,  i>ast  experience  with  these  instruments  has  taught  us  at  least  the 
proper  height  for  boats  of  this  class,  which  I  take  it  should  be  such  tliat  the 
upper  prism  is  at  a  height  of  about  15  feet  above  the  fiat  deck.  When  working 
in  a  seaway  the  flat  deck  should  be  at  least  10  feet  below  the  normal  water 
level,  In  order  to  avoid  any  danger  of  boat  broaching  or  creating  disturbance  in 
the  water  other  than  that  due  to  i)eriscoi)e.  With  an  instrument  this  height 
the  body  of  the  boat  is  pretty  well  under  the  water  while  observations  are  being 
taken,  so  that  she  can  not  be  rammed  by  light-draft  vessels,  such  as  destroyers 
and  picket  boats,'  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  which  she  might  unex- 
pectedly rise.  The  extra  submergence  required  to  clear  a  large  ship  is  not  very 
great,  although  of  course  in  very  close  quarters  the  boat  would  be  apt  to  lose 
her  periscope.  To  make  the  instrument  20  feet  instead  of  15  adds  very  materi- 
ally to  the  mechanical  dlfiiculties,  which  are  already  serious  enough,  and  in 
addition  increases  the  virtual  draft,  if  we  assume  that  the  periscope  must  at 
times  be  taken  under,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  certainty.  Any  advantage 
which  might  possibly  arise  from  it  would  seem  to  be  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  these  objections.  A  short  periscope,  8  feet  long,  say,  is  an  admirable  instru- 
ment for  smooth-water  work,  but  will  not  give  satisfactory  results  in  a  seaway. 

In  view  of  my  opinions  Just  expressed,  and  in  view  of  your  expressed  desire 
to  get  as  much  experience  from  the  two  proimsed  installations  as  is  possible,  I 
tho'ught  it  well  to  recommend  tw^o  Instruments  of  the  same  length  but  with 
different  turning  gears.    What  I  have  in  mind  is  as  follows: 

1.  A  hand-gear  instrument.  This  would  be  fitted  either  forward  or  aft  of 
the  conning  tower  through  the  body  of  the  boat.  The  eyepiece  would  be  made 
very  short  and  the  whole  instrument  would  revolve  as  a  unit,  the  user  walking 
around  it  as  it  moved.  This  would  give  a  complete  view  of  the  horizon  with 
erect  images.  The  apparatus  would  be  fitted  with  an  indicator  and  a  dummy 
compass  gear  for  taking  compAss  bearings.  A  steering-gear  extension  would  be 
fitted  in  connection  with  it  so  that  the  vessel  could  be  conned  through  the  In- 
strument when  it  was  set  dead  ahead.  No  comi>ass  installation  would  be  fitted 
in  connection  with  it  and  the  boat  would  be  controlled  at  all  times  by  a  helms- 
man in  the  conning  tower  except  when  she  was  being  conned  through  the  peri- 
scope and  steered  by  the  man  at  the  instrument. 

2.  Power  gear.  This  would  be  located  in  the  same  place  as  the  hand-gear 
instrument,  but  would  be  arranged  with  a  fixed  eyepiece  and  power  gear  for 
turning  all  the  instrument  except  the  receiving  end.  This  will  show  images,  of 
course,  at  an  angle  corresponding  to  the  angle  turned  through,  from  the  normal 
position  the  image  astern  being  upside  down.  The  above  remarks  as  to  indica- 
tors, compass,  steering,  etc.,  apply  equally  well  to  this  instrument. 
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As  compared  with  the  hand  gear,  the  power  instrument  will  enable  a  man 
to  search  the  horizon  very  quickly  and  that  without  movement,  the  only  disad- 
vantase  being  the  angles  at  which  the  images  are  seen.  From  personal  ex- 
perience I  do  not  consider  this  a  very  great  objection.  Still  I  think  it  would 
be  a  good  plan  to  have  an  opportunity  for  direct  comparison,  such  as  these 
two  installations  would  afford. 

Should  the  Department  desire  to  spend  the  money,  we  have  now  developed 
an  independent  compass  installation  which  could  be  fitted  in  connection  with 
tbe  periscopes,  so  that  both  helmsmen  would  have  a  compass,  the  object  of 
this  being  to  enable  the  commanding  officer,  who  is  assumed  to  be  at  the  peri- 
Bcope,  to  keep  a  constant  check  upon  the  courses  steered  by  his  helmsmen.  I 
have  not  worked  out  the  details  of  this  Installation  for  this  particular  case, 
but,  roughly  speaking,  I  should  say  that  it  would  cost  about  $300,  delivered  at 
Newport. 

On  the  Plunger  we  are  arranging  for  an  instrument  revolved  by  power  and 
fitted  on  the  conning  tower.  A  separate  steering  station  Is  arranged  in  the  body 
of  the  boat  Just  forward  of  the  tower.  The  steering  station  in  the  tower  being 
retained  also,  the  conning  tower  station  commands  both  compass  and  periscope, 
and  the  lower  station  commands  compass  alone.  This,  of  course,  is  a  better 
arrangem^it  than  that  proposed  for  the  Porpoise  and  Shark,  since  the  com- 
manding officer  can  remain  at  all  times  in  the  conning  tower  and  be  able  to  con 
his  boat,  either  through  the  conning-tower  lights  or  through  the  periscope  or  by 
the  compass,  while  the  independent  helmsman  holds  her  on  the  courses  while  the 
commanding  officer  is  using  the  periscope. 

All  things  considered,  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  send  the  instruments,  to- 
gether with  the  operating  gear,  etc.,  over  to  Newport  for  installation. 

The  time  required  for  the  work  on  the  Plunger  will  be  so  much  in  excess 
of  the  time  required  to  fit  these  instruments  that  I  think  it  would  be  very  wise 
to  fit  them.  The  estimate  of  time  (thirty  days)  Is  based  on  the  use  of  material 
which  we  liave  on  hand  for  foreign  orders,  and  in  no  other  way  could  the  appa- 
ratus be  furnished  in  such  a  short  time.  This  Is  especially  so  Just  now,  as 
the  tnbtes  which  we  found  it  necessary  to  use  in  order  to  get  the  requisite  stiff- 
ness is  sf^edal,  and  the  mill  which  manufactures  It  Is  at  present  broken  down. 
The  instruments  for  the  foreign  orders  are  somewhat  different  from  the  pro- 
posed ones  in  some  respects,  so  that  I  can  not  touch  some  of  the  material  until 
the  question  is  decided,  and  under  these  circumstances,  of  course,  I  would  like 
to  have  the  matter  practically  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  know  just 
what  to  do. 

The  instruments  which  we  would  propose  to  furnish  as  above,  would  show 
objects  at  their  proper  distances  and  would  have  the  maximum  Intensity  of 
light,  so  that  you  can  see  through  them  at  night  almost  as  well  as  with  the 
naked  eye. 

As  to  the  wisdom  of  fitting  these  instruments  on  the  PorpoUe  and  Shark,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  question,  for  eventually,  of  course,  the  boats  will  all  be 
fitted  with  some  form  of  a  periscope  Installation,  and  no  matter  what  details 
of  installation  may  finally  be  decided  upon  the  instruments  now  furnished 
would  be  used  and  the  change  in  installation  could  be  made  at  a  comparatively 
trifling  expense. 

I  am  most  anxious  that  the  two  boats  in  San  Francisco  should  be  provided 
with  periscopes.  They  liave  a  peculiar  need  for  them  in  that  it  is  very  difficult 
for  them  to  find  practice  grounds  which  are  not  infested  with  much  shipping, 
and  the  weather  and  water  conditions  surrounding  San  Francisco  Bay  and  its 
entrance  are  such  that  the  periscope  is  of  enormous  importance  in  the  fighting 
efficiency  of  the  boats. 

With  regard  to  the  work  on  the  Plunger,  we  have  not  yet  received  the  order 
from  the  Bureau  of  Supplies,  although  we  expect  it  any  day,  as  we  sent  in  the 
tenders  some  time  ago.  The  plans  which  we  developed  for  the  Porpoise  had  to 
be  altered  very  »»2aterially  for  the  Plunger  on  account  of  the  different  arrange- 
ments in  that  l)oat,  but  are  now  practically  completed.  I  am  having  them 
traced,  and  will  be  ready  to  submit  them  as  soon  as  we  receive  the  formal  order 
for  the  work.  I  very  much  regret  the  delay  in  this  matter,  as  the  Plunger  will 
now  be  tied  up  practically  all  summer,  whereas  we  had  hoped  this  work  could 
be  done  this  winter  so  that  a  good  lot  of  experience  could  be  obtained  this 
summer.  We  will  of  course  rush  it  all  that  we  possibly  can,  but  It  is  not  pos- 
sible to  crowd  it  a  great  deal  as  some  of  the  materials  are  very  difficult  to  get, 
and  in  addition  the  battery  and  other  work  interfere,  since  it  is  of  the  utmost 
imporance  that  no  foreign  matter,  chips,  etc.,  should  get  into  the  battery. 
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We  are  just  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  the  Fulton,  but  have  had  an 
unfortunate  accident  and  setback  to-day.  While  charging  batteries  this  morn- 
ing the  exhaust  valve  in  No.  3  cylinder,  which  was  running  idle,  broke  short  off 
from  its  stem  and  dropped  down  into  the  cylinder.  As  the  cylinder  was  rem- 
ning  idle  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  this  except  a  slight  hammering,  so  that 
the  engine  ran  for  a  few  minutes  before  the  trouble  was  discovered,  and  the 
result  4s  that  the  cylinder  is  scored  considerably  and  the  valve  seat  is  ham- 
mered out  of  shape.  We  are  stripping  it  now  for  repairs  and  will  have  to  put 
in  a  new  valve  seat  and  rebore  the  cylinder  and  possibly  fit  a  new  piston.  We 
will  not  know  for  a  day  or  two  yet  Just  how  much  we  hiave  to  do  nor  what  the 
delay  will  be,  but  it  looks  as  if  we  would  be  held  up  from  two  to  three  weeks. 
We  will  write  the  Department  officially  as  soon  as  we  can  find  out  what  effect 
this  will  have  on  our  date  for  trial,  and  will  send  you  a  copy. 

With  thanks  for  your  letter,  I  remain. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

L.  Y.  Sfeab. 

Naval  Constructor  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey.  Navy  Department,  Washington^  D,  C, 


[Indosure  No.  9.] 

Navy  Depabtment, 
.  Boabd  of  Inspection  and  Subvey, 

Washington,  April  tS,  1904. 
My  Dear  Spear  :  Thanks  for  your  telegram  of  the  19th  and  letter  of  the  same 
date. 
I  telegraphed  you  to-day  as  follows : 

Washington,  D.  C,  AprU  23,  1904^ 
Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Xetc  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N,  Y.: 
Am  preparing  proprietary  requisition  for  Bureau  Construction  for  one  revolv- 
ing periscope,  15  feet  high,  for  Shark  and  one  power-operated  15-foot  periscope 
for  Porpoise,  Both  to  have  steering-gear  extension,  and  on  the  Porpoise,  in  ad- 
dition, an  independent  compass  Installation.  All  as  your  letter  19th.  Requisi- 
tion will  be  forwarded  you  at  once. 

Woodward. 

I  have  seen  Capps  and  he  promises  to  approve  a  requisition  based  on  your 
letter  to  me  and  of  which  I  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy.  I  trust  that  the  same 
will  reach  you  without  delay. 

I  am  extremely  anxious  to  do  everything  possible  to  get  these  installations  on 
the  Porpoise  and  Shark  so  that  while  you  are  doing  the  work  on  the  Plunger 
Mr.  Nelson  can  be  able  to  go  ahead  with  the  work  on  the  other  two  boats. 

My  telegram  to  you  referring  to  long  and  short  periscopes  was  written  in 
great  haste  without  consulting  the  correspondence,  and  I  entirely  agree  with 
you  as  to  the  desirability  of  using  the  15-foot  Instrument  as  a  standard  for 
the  present  boats,  and  hope  that  what  with  the  periscope  you  are  fitting  to  the 
Plunger  and  these  two  new  instruments  now  ordered  we  can  get  enough  data  to 
decide  upon  a  final  type  of  instrument 

I  am  very  much  obliged,  indeed,  to  you  for  writing  so  fully,  and  I  trust  that 
now  we  will  be  able  to  proceed  with  all  the  work  for  these  three  boats  and  get 
some  useful  results  during  the  summer. 

I  was  more  distressed  than  I  can  say  to  learn  of  the  accident  on  the  Fulton, 
I  am  very  much  disappointed,  indeed,  that  ansrthing  should  occur  to  further 
delay  these  trials.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to 
expedite  the  work  on  the  Fulton  so  that  you  can  inform  the  Department  that 
you  will  with  certainty  be  ready  for  a  trial  on  some  date,  so  that  we  can  not 
only  get  at  the  matter  of  the  competitive  trials  of  the  present  boats,  but  can  take 
up  in  an  intelligent  manner  the  question  of  design  for  new  boats  undo:  the 
present  appropriation  act,  based  on  the  results  that  the  present  trials  may  show 
to  be  possible  in  the  way  of  improvements  over  the  earlier  boats. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  J.  Wo(h>wabd. 

Mr.  L,  Y.  Spear, 

Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Neto  Suffolk,  Long  Island,  N,  Y. 
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Navy  Depabticent, 
Washington,  February  IS,  1905, 
8ib:  The  report  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  on  the  trial  of  sub- 
marine boats  dated  June  16,  1904,  has  been  the  subject  of  a  private  and  con- 
fidential publication,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  called  to  my  attention.  I  am 
informed  that  Secretary  Moody  not  only  did  not  authorize  the  publication  of 
this  report,  but  expressly  directed  that  it  should  not  be  published.  I  have  my- 
self given  no  orders  for  the  publication  of  the  report  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
nay  information  that  you  or  any  other  member  of  the  board  of  inspection  and 
Barvey  may  have  as  to  the  manner  In  which  this  report  became  accessible  for  the 
purpose  of  publication,  and  desire  a  statement  whether  such  publication  was 
antborized  by  your  board  or  in  any  way  facilitated  by  it,  or  by  any  member 
of  the  board. 

Very  respectfully, 

Paul  Mobton,  Secretary. 
Capt  James  H.  Dayton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

President  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

MUls  BuUdinff,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C„  February  U,  1905, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  following  members  of  the  board  and  clerical  force 
oi  the  office  for  individual  replies :  Capt.  E.  H.  C.  Leutze,  U.  S.  Navy ;  Naval 
Constmctor  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy;  Commander  I.  S.  K.  Reeves,  U.  8. 
Navy:  Commander  T.  M.  Potts,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  J.  J.  Curran,  clerk  of  the 
board. 

J.  H.  Dayton, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  President. 

[Second  indorsement.! 

Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  February  1^,  1905. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  president  of  the  board. 

I  have  no  information  whatever  as  to  how  the  report  referred  to  l>ecame 
accessible  for  the  purpose  of  publication. 
I  was  not  a  member  of  this  board  when  the  trial  in  question  took  place. 

E.  H.  C.  Leutze, 

Captain,  U.  8.  Navy. 
(Third  indorsement.] 

Board  or  Inspection  and  Survey,  February  IJ^,  1905. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  president  of  the  board. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Moody,  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  authorized  me  to  give  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  the  trial  of  the  submarine  Fulton  to  Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear,  of  the 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  with  the  distinct  proviso  that  this  report  was 
to  be  considered  confidential  until  the  Navy  Department  authorized  its  publica- 
tion direct,  and  I  so  Informed  Mr.  Spear  when  giving  him  the  copy  of  the  report. 

J.  J.  Woodward, 
Naval  Constructor.  U.  8,  Navy. 

(Fonrth  Indorsement.] 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey,  February  14,  1905. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  president  of  the  board. 

I  have  no  knowledge  "as  to  the  maimer  in  which  this  rei)ort  became  acces- 
sible for  the  purpose  of  publication,"  and  desire  to  say  that  such  publication 
WM  in  no  way  facilitated  by  me. 

I.  S.  K.  Reeves, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Board  op  Inspection  and  Survey,  February  14,  1905. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  president  of  the  board. 

1  was  assigned  to  duty  as  member  of  the  board  January  10,  1906,  and  liave 
BO  knowledge  whatever  of  the  report  or  its  publication. 

T.  M.  Potts, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy, 
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[Sixth  indorsement.] 

BoABD  OF  Inspection  and  Subvey,  Fehruorry  ii,  1905. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  president  of  the  board.  

I  have  no  knowledge  "  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  report  witnin  referrea 
to  became  accessible  for  the  purpose  of  publication." 

Joseph  H.  Cubran, 
Clerk  of  the  Board, 


Navy  Depabtmeptt, 
Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey, 

Washington,  February  H,  1905. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cominunicatlon 

dated  the  13th  Instant  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  b<»ra 

of  inspection  and  survey  on  the  trial  of  submarine  boats,  dated  June  icJ,  xwv*. 

and  to  submit  the  following  statement :  i*  «^  in 

Such  publication  has  not  been  authorized  by  the  board  or  by  myself  or  m 

any  way  facilitated  by  myself.  ^  .^    ^      ^      ^  ^, i«oi  ^/>r«* 

Your  letter  has  been  referred  to  each  member  of  the  board  and  clerical  rorce 
of  the  office.  Their  replies  are  attached  hereto.  Attention  is  called  to  tne 
third  indorsement  of  Naval  Constructor  Woodward,  from  whlcbi  it  wiu  oe 
seen  that  the  Holland  Company  were  furnished  with  a  copy  of  t^^eport  oy 
authority,  with  the  express  understanding  that  it  should  be  regarded  as  con- 
fidential until  publication  should  be  authorized  by  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  ^   ^   Datton. 

Captain,  V,  /?.  Ifavy,  President  of  Board. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

TESTIMONY  OF  HON.  PAUL  MOBTON,  SBCRBTABY  OF  THE  ^ff AVY, 
BEFORE  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIBS,  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  26,  1905  (From  hearing  printed  by 
the  Committee). 

Mr.  Ix>uden8lager.  But  you  are  not  against  armored  ^y"^^8? 

Secretary  Morton.  No,  sir.  We  want  the  armored  cruisers,  and  vve  exp«r 
to  have  them  later  on,  if  we  are  to  continue  our  Programme.  We  a^^^^J^ 
any  sense  against  armored  cruisers.  We  have  asked  /;>f^^,«.^Xir  Kem 
boats  of  any  type  at  present.    We  have  Just  made  a  <^«»^,*?^^;J^J„^^^^^^ 

Mr.  Dayton.  Is  it  jour  Judgment  that  we  should  provide  for  an>  submarmeB 

at  this  time?  s^  t.     n     ^4- 

Secretary  Mobton.  It  Is  my  jlt^l^gment  that  we  s^^fuld  not. 
Mr.  Roberts.  What  Is  the  stat^^i^^  appropriation  of  last  year  lor  suo- 

T^Ttary  Mortx,n.  Eight  hundred  aild^Slt^  d^"^^«  ^^"  ^^^'"^''' 

a  ted.    There  was  a  reapproprlation  in  that  o^PlJ^'^^' 

Mr.  RoDEBTS.  There  was  $500,000  reapproprlarl 

The  Chairman.  There  was  $850,000  In  all.         ^^850000    wbich  was  to  be 

Secretary  Morton.  It  made  an  appropriation  of^lCkQ^^ $, '^f  such  type  as  he 
spent  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  for  submarine^ lia ye  made  a  contract 
might  decide  upon,  and  within  the  last  thirtj'  days  w^^g20  000. 
with  the  Holland  people  for  four  boats  at  an  expense  of  %^  ' 

Mr.  Roberts.  I^eaving  $30,000  of  the  appropriation?       \iow  be  used. 

Secretary  Morton.  Of  the  appropriation,  which  will  not  \ 

Mr.  LouDENSLAGER.  Have  the  contracts  been  signed?  \  sijgnature. 

Secretary  Morton.  I^ettera  have  passed  which  amount  to  \t  tlie   Oepartment 

Mr.  Roberts.  Now,  are  they  the  same  kind  of  boats  thai 
already  has — of  the  same  dimensions?  \tliose    previously 

Secretary  Morton.  They  are  all  substantially  larger  thau\ceinent  than  the 
constructed.  Three  of  them  have  40  per  cent  greater  displaced  displacement 
Adder  class,  and  one  of  them  has  more  than  twice  the  submer;| 
of  the  A  dder  class,  the  largest  previously  built  for  the  Navy. 

Mr.  MuDD.  They  are  to  cost  $200,000  apiece,  on  the  average. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Are  they  not  larger? 
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Secretary  Morton.  They  are  all  considerably  larger  than  the  ones  that  we 
have  now.  One  of  them  is  about  105  feet  long  and  the  other  three  about  81  feet 
long,  while  the  Adder  class  was  about  64  feet  long. 

Admiral  Converse.  One  of  them  is  considerably  larger  than  the  others. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Would  it  be  incompatible  with  the  public  service  for  you  to  fur- 
nish us  with  all  the  correspondence  between  the  Department  and  these  different 
submarine  boat  companies,  including  the  correspondence  between  Naval  Con- 
structor Woodward,  who  conducted  the  correspondence  on  behalf  of  the  board 
that  had  this  matter  in  charge,  and  including  the  letters  of  the  different  sub- 
marine torpedo  boat  coniimnies,  tonchliijr  the  tests  and  terms  on  these  boats? 

Secretary  Morton.  1  will  be  glad  to  give  you  anything  that  you  want.  While 
the  actual  compilation  of  the  reports  may  have  been  performed  by  Mr.  Wood- 
ward, the  trials  were  conducted  by  the  whole  board,  and  all  corre8i)Oudence 
connected  therewith  and  the  report  itself  represent  the  views  of  the  board  and 
not  any  Individual  member.  As  the  I^ke  company  protested  against  the  report 
being  made  i)ublic  the  Deimrtmeiit  has  repirdt^  it  as  contidentiiil  and  therefore 
requests  that  it  be  not  published,  although  there  is  no  objection  whatever  to 
meml>ers  of  the  conjniitrte  string  the  orij^innl  reiKirt. 

Mr.  Dayton.  I  wish  you  would  have  that  flleil,  then,  with  the  committee,  and 
especially  the  correspondence  of  Constructor  Woodward  with  the  various  com- 
l»aniea 

Mr.  LouDENSLAOEB.  Would  it  be  against  the  interests  of  the  public  to  file  the 
contracts  that  you  have  made? 

Secretary  Morton.  I  do  not  think  it  would ;  but  all  the  details  of  the  contracts 
and  requirements  to  be  fultilletl  are  not  yet  fully  determined,  this  matter  being 
now  l)efore  the  Board  on  Construction. 

Mr.  I»uDENSLAOER.  Would  uot  that  give  us  some  Information  as  to  what  the 
Delia rtmeut  was  requiring  of  these  i>eople? 

Secretary  ^Iorton.  The  Department  will  furnish  you  with  such  information  as 
will  not  be  detrimental  to  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  IjOudenslager,  Very  well. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Who  are  constructing  the  boats  for  you? 

Secretary  Morton.  The  Pore  River  Company. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Who  is  the  president  of  that  company? 

Secretary  Morton.  Admiral  Bowles. 

Mr.   Dayton.  The  former  Chief  Constructor  of  the  Navy? 

Secretary  Morton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Cousins.  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  other  nations  to  give  out  to  the  world 
the  construction  of  their  intricate  submarines? 

Secretary  Morton.  No,  sir;  it  is  not.  1  do  not  know  that  3M)U  would  care  for 
tbe  specifications,  anyway.  I  did  not  understand  that  you  wanted  the  specifica- 
tions and  .plans.  What  you  wa;it  is  the  convsjMMulence,  and  in  a  jreneral  way 
what  has  l>een  done. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Roberts.  How  many  of  these  boats  have  we  now? 

Secretary  Morton.  Eight,  I  believe. 

Mr.  Ror.EBTS.  Were  these  contracts  entered  Into  after  a  test"; 

Secretary  Morton.  Y(s,  sir. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Did  the  l^ke  boat  enter? 

Secretary  Morton.  No,  sir:  I  think  not,  although  it  had  the  oi)portnnity. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Only  one  boat  showe<l  up  in  the  test? 

Secretary  Morton.  Only  the  Holland  type. 

Mr.  Roberts.  If  we  could  have  the  statements  of  the  experiments  that  were 
made  in  the  tests  of  these  submarines,  and  of  the  opportunity  for  every  boat  to 
go  into  that  contest,  I  would  like  to  have  that. 

Secretary  Morton.  I  am  not  sure  but  what  the  Holland  test  was  published. 

Mr.  Roberts.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  it  is  not  true  that  England  is 
equally  reticent  with  other  governments? 

Secretary  Morton.  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Roberts.  So  that  France  is  not  the  only  nation  that  succeeds  in  keeping 
secret  what  she  has  been  doing  with  regard  to  submarines? 

Secretary  Morton.  No,  sir;  I  think  they  are  all  reticent. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  copies  of  contracts  which  have  been 
made,  or  which  are  about  to  be  made,  for  the  Holland  torpedo  bojits,  will  it 
not  be  possible  for  you  to  furnish  us  such  i>ortions  of  those  contracts  as  will 
indicjite  what  the  requirements  are  and  the  i>enalties  imposed  if  the  bouts  fail 
to  come  up  to  the  requirements? 
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Secretary  Morton.  That  can  l>e  furnished. 

Mr.  R0BEBT8.  So  that  It  can  he  made  piihllc? 

Secretary  Mobton.  Of  course,  in  giving  out  a  statement  of  what  is  required 
and  what  tests  will  be  made  and  what  we  exi)ect  the  boj^ts  to  perform,  we 
do  not  necessarily  tell  what  the  UKHjhanism  of  the  boRt  is  or  how  they  will 
accomplish  what  we  want  done. 

Mr.  H0BERT6.  For  instance,  if  you  require  a  s|»eed  of  12  knots  on  the  sarface 
and  10  knots  under  water,  and  you  have  imiwsed  a  i)enalty  of  $10,000  for  a 
fraction  of  a  knot.  Just  as  on  your  battle  ships  and  cruisers,  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  showing  that? 

Secretary  Mobton.  There  is  no  objection  to  that ;  no. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Under  the  appropriation  of  $850,000,  how  many  of  these  iHWits 
were  actually  tested  with  the  Govenim2nt  boat,  as  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  authorized  and  provided? 

Mr.  MuDD.  You  mean  by  the  "Government  boats"  the  Holland  boats? 

Mr.  Dayton.  The  boats  that  the  Government  already  had.  How  many  of 
the  new  boats  were  testetl  in  that  way? 

Secretary  Morton.  Do  you  want  me  to  rend  you  this  record? 

Mr.  Dayton.  It  dei>ends  on  what  your  record  shows.  I  wanted  to  know 
whether  tiiese  boats  were  toste<l  with  the  Government  boats,  or  any  other 
private  boats. 

Secretary  Morton.  I  had  a  brief  drawn  up  of  the  corresiJondence  of  the 
Department  on  submarine  boiits  which  I  will  rc^id : 

"  Brief  of  corrcHpondencv  re  Lake  type  suhmarine  torpedo  boats. 

**  January  19,  1905. 

**  January  22,  1001 :  Simon  Lake  asks  opi>ortunity  to  display  merits  of  his 
design  of  boats. 

"  January  28,  1901 :  Department  replies  that  there  is  no  authorization  to  con- 
sider type  proix)8ed,  but  if  authorization  is  given,  opportunity  for  consideration 
will  be  afforded. 

"November  21,  1902:  Hon.  E.  J.  Hill  advised  that  loan  of  torpedo  will  be 
made  to  I^ke  Company  and  a  comi)etent  pei-sou  detailed  to  instruct  employees. 

"December  15,  1902:  Lake  Tori^edo  Boat  C<mipany  requests  test  of  their  sub- 
marine boat  Protector  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

"  January  12,  1903 :  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  Department  that 
the  Protector  will  be  ready  for  inspection  any  day  after  January  18. 

"  January  19,  1903 :  Instructions  issued  to  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  to 
Inspect  Protector  at  Bridgeiwrt,  Conn.,  January  20. 

"  Febrnary  2,  1903 :  Board  of  Insi>ection  and  Survey  reports  on  Inspection  of 
Protector, 

"June  1,  1903:  Lake  Torp«lo  Boat  Company  requests  arrangements  for  com- 
petitive test  between  Protector  and  l)oat  belonging  to  the  Government  or  similar 
boat  belonging  to  private  parties.  Also  requests  appointment  of  board  to 
examine  the  several  features  of  the  competing  boats. 

"  July  23,  1903 :  Department  advises  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Comi>any  that  if  it 
will  present  the  Protector  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  si^ecifled  later  it  will  be 
tested  by  comparison  with  one  of  the  Govonunent  submarine  torpedo  boats  and 
by  comparison  and  conii)etition  with  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company's 
8ubni{irlne.F«//o«,  provided  the  latter  is  present  for  test  at  the  time  decided 
upon. 

"Octol)er  8,  1903:  lake  Tori)edo  Boat  Company  advised  that  the  above-men- 
tioned trial  will  be  held  at  Nowport,  R.  I.,  on  November  16.  lOaS. 

"October  16,  1903:  Lake  Tori>edo  Boat  Company  acknowledges  letter  of 
October  S,  and  urges  that  the  date  November  16  be  adhered  to:  also  requests 
to  be  informed  of  nature  of  trials. 

"  October  21,  1903 :  Department  incloses  general  programme  of  trials  to  Lake 
ToriKJdo  Boat  Company. 

"November  20,  1903:  President  of  Board  of  Insi>ection  and  Survey  advises 
Secretary  tliat  on  date  of  trial.  Noveml)er  16,  Tfoliand  boat  Fulton  was  not 
ready,  and  I-ake  boat  Protector  had  received  injuries  and  had  not  had  exercise 
trials,  so  that  Mr.  Lake  desired  postponement  of  trial. 

"  November  — ,  1903 :  I-ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  asks  to  be  allowed  to 
demonstrate  certain  i>eculiar  advantages  of  the  Lake  type. 

"  November  30,  1903 :  Department  replies  to  above  that  it  believes  that  spe- 
cific iwlnts  named  have  been  covered  in  the  general  programme  for  the  trial. 
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"  November  30,  1903 :  Ijake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  asks  further  for  specific 
points  of  trial  calculated  to  develop  the  specific  features  of  the  Lake  type." 
Mr.  Dayton.  Wait  a  moment,  Mr.  Secretary, -please.    Those  peculiar  features 

of  the  Liike  typ^  the  diving,  cutting-cable  features 

Secretary  Mobton.  Yes,  sir. 

3Ir.  I>AYTON  (continuing).  Were  they  allowed  to  be  demonstrated? 
Secretary  Mokton.  I  will  continue,  and  this  will  show  for  Itself  what  was 
done. 

"December  10,  1003:  I>epartment  advises  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that 
no  etianges  In  the  general  programme  of  trials  are  necessary. 

"*  January  2,  1904:  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  Department  that 
submarine  boat  Protector  is  ready  for  trial  in  accordance  with  programme  of 
test  fcMinulated  by  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Sur>'ey. 

''January  7,  1904:  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  ComiMiny  advised  that  Board  of  In- 
spectlcm  and  Survey  will  proceed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  for  trial  of  Protector  as  soon 
as  Namgansett  Bay  is  free  from  ice. 

•*Januai-y  16,  1904:  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey  reports  attempt  at  trial 
of  Protector  which  was  unsuccessful  on  account  of  ice  in  the  bay.  States  that 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  filed  a  letter  with  the  Board  detailing  respects 
in  which  they  consider  the  Protector  deficient. 

**  January  19,  1904:  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  is  advised  that  before  it 
presents  its  boat  for  a  competitive  trial  it  should  file  a  formal  letter  with  the 
Hepartmeut  to  the  eflfecrt  tliat  the  boat  submitted  is  finally  comoieted  and  that 
the  company  is  willing  to  accept  the  result  of  the  test  as  final  for  the  puriM)ses 
stated  in  the  naval  appropriation  act  approved  March  3,  1903. 

"  May  16,  1904 :  President  of  the  Board  of  Insi)ection  and  Survey  advises  the 
I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has 
reported  to  the  Navy  I>epartment  that  their  submarine  boat  will  be  ready  for 
competitive  trial  on  May  30.  Suggests  that  if  I^ake  boat  is  ready  in  ail  respects 
for  this  trial  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  have  the  two  boats  tried  at  the  same 
time. 

**July  1,  11K)4  :  I>ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  gives  'reisonable  notice*  and 
requests  to  have  its  submarine  boat  tested  under  the  provisions  of  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  April  27«  1904. 

"September  12,  1904:  The  Secretary  asks  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  when 
it  will  be  ready  for  trial.  • 

"September  17,  1904:  I>ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  advises  Department  that 
it  will  offer  submarine  for  test  at  or  near  Newport  News,  Va.,  on  third  Tuesday 
hi  Novemlier,  1904 

"September  24,  1904:  I>epartment  advises  I^ke  Tori)edo  Boat  Company  that 
it  should  file  formal  notice  of  final  completion  of  beat  to  be  tested  as  provided  in 
letter  of  January  19,  1904,  and  also  states  preference  that  test  should  be  held  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  under  same  conditions  as  former  test  of  the  submarine  boat 
(Holland  type)   in  June,  1904. 

"  Septeml>er  26,  IfKM :    Freti  B.  Whitney  advises  the  Secretary  that  he  will 

make  fiersonal  call  and  *  shall  be  pleased  to  do  everything  possible  you  desire.* 

"November  15,  1904:    Fre<l  B.  Whitney  advises  the  Secretary  that  work  is 

being  i>u8hed  on  Sitiwn  Lake  X  and  suggests  December  5  or  G  to  begin  the  test 

of  the  boat. 

"November  22,  1904:  Department  advises  Ijike  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that 
board  of  inspecticm  and  survey  has  been  ordered  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to 
make  an  inspection  of  the  Simrm  laake  X  on  December  5,  1904,  and  also  re- 
qoested  formal  statement  as  to  readiness. 

**Deceml)er  3,  19»>4:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wires  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Coffipsny,  Newport  News,  Va.,  asking  whether  the  company  will  be  ready  for 
tost  on  Monday,  Deceml)er  5. 

*•  December  3,  1904 :  C.  B.  Orcutt,  president  NewiX)rt  News  Shipbuilding  and 
I>ry  iJock  Coniiieny,  advises  the  Secretary  that  his  company  is  building  the 
^imon  Lake  A',  which  was  to  liave  been  ready  December  5.  On  account  of  un- 
avoidable delays  craft  will  not  be  ready,  but  will  be  ready  for  Government 
trial  on  December  22.  1904.     (See  reply  dated  December  12.) 

"December  3,  1904:  Simon  I^ke  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy:  States  his  view 
of  the  corresiiondeuce  with  the  Department  and  says  that  the  requirements  of 
tbe  Department  as  to  test  would  have  the  effect  of  eliminating  competition. 
States  that  he  is  practically  refused  competition  *  by  your  refusal  to  proceed 
Tmleas  I  sign  the  statement  referred  to.*  (Refers  to  requirement  that  the 
boat  submitted  should  be  formally  stated  to  be  a  finished  boat,  on  which  the 
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Ijike  Company  would  be  willing  to  re»t  its  claims.)  States  that  when  It  is 
practicable  in  the  ordinary  conrne  of  shipbuilding  for  safe  trials,  after  ordinary 
shipbuilders'  trials,  he  intends  to  offer  the  submarine  Sinwn  Lake  X  for  direct 
competition  with  the  Goveniment  boat  Adder, 

"  December  7,  11)04 :  I>epartment  addressed  letter  to  Simon  Lake,  iiresident 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  Washington,  D.  C,  reviewing  correspondence 
above  summarized  and  advising  Mr.  I^ke  that  the  Deimrtment  proi)08es  to  take 
such  action  relative  to  contracts  for  submarine  tori>eilo  boats  as  may  f^eem 
proi)er.  Requests  to  be  advised  when  Lake  Company  will  be  preparecl  to  have 
boat  testtnl  und«»r  conditions  made  known. 

"  December  12,  11)()4 :  Newiwrt  News  Shipbuilding  and  Dry  Dix^k  Company 
advised  by  the  Secretary  that  In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  c<»rresi)ondence  has 
previously  been  conducted  with  the  Ijike  Company,  he  deems  it-  advisable  to 
continue  the  cor  resign  deuce  with  that  company. 

"December  15,  IJKM:  Secretin ry  telegraphs  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  ComiJany, 
asking  when  reply  may  be  exp<K*ted  to  letter  of  December  7. 

"  December  10,.  IJKM :  Simon  I^ke  wires  Deiiartment  that  company  is  working 
night  and  day  to  get  ready  for  trials.  Will  give  definite  reply  as  soon  as 
possible. 

"December  17,  IIKM:  Secretary  wires  Simon  I^ke,  '  Y(»ur  message  is  very 
indefinite.* 

"December  17,  ^^^^^:  Simon  Lake  writes  Secretary  of  the  Navy  stating  tliat 
lK)at  is  being  pushed,  and  extra  work  being  done;  that  he  has  returned  from 
abroad  at  much  inconvenience  In  order  to  secure  as  early  a  trial  as  possible. 
Under  these  circumstances,  asks  a  grant  of  sufficient  time  for  making  their 
own  trials  before  undertaking  official  tests." 

Secretary  Morton.  In  the  meantime  Holland  i)eople  were  pushing  me  pretty 
iiai*d. 

Mr.  Dayton.  All  the  time? 

Secretary  Morton.  All  the  time. 

"December  21,  1004:  Simon  Lake  advised  that  Department  has  awarded  to 
Electric  Boat  Company  contract  for  two  submarine  torpedo  boats.  Also  that 
Department  will  defer  obligating  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  submarine  tori>etlo  boats  until  May  1,  1905,  provided  the  Lake 
Company  stipulates  explicitly  within  the  next  ten  days  that  they  will  have  a 
boat  ready  for  official  trial  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  before  May  1,  1905;  that  should 
company  accept  within  ten  days,  its  letter  of  acceptance  should  contain  an  ex- 
plicit statement  that  the  boat  submitted  will  be  finally  completed,  and  that  the 
company  would  be  prepared  to  accept  the  results  developed  on  official  trial  as 
l«nnl. 

"  January  3,  1905 :  Secretary  wires  I^ke  Torpedo  Boat  Company :  *  Did  you 
receive  my  letter  of  December  21?    Formal  aclcnowledginent  requested.' 

"January  4,  1905:  Simon  Ijake  telegraphs  Secretary:  *  Telegram  received. 
Can  I  have  personal  interview  to-morrow V* 

"January  4,  1905:  Secretary  wires  Simon  I^ake:  'Department  Insists  upon 
immediate  and  sjiecific  answer  to  its  inquiry  as  to  whether  you  received  De- 
partment's letter  of  December  21.*  " 

Secretary  Morton.  Mr.  I^ke  came  up  here  and  I  had  a  talk  with  him  and 
he  started  in  by  saying  that  he  thought  we  had  treated  him  unf&irly.  I 
said  that  1  did  not  think  that  he  had  bwn  trcateil  unfairly  by  the  present 
Secretary;  that  his  vice-president  came  to  me  the  first  day  or  two  after  I 
reached  the  Department,  and  before  I  knew  anything  of  any  controversy  be- 
tween the  submarine  i)ooi)le;  that  I  was  perfectly  unbiased  and  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  give  him  anything  but  a  fair  show.  I  asked  him  when  he  would  want 
a  trial  and  when  he  would  be  ready  for  it,  and  he  said  that  he  wanted  it  in 
November,  and  I  said  all  right,  we  would  give  It  to  him,  and  I  put  off  making 
any  purchase  until  after  he  had  a  fair  show  to  get  his  boat  ready.  So  far  as 
I  was  concerned.  I  was  utider  the  impression  that  if  there  was  any  unfiiir 
treatment  it  had  been  from  the  I^ke  people  to  the  Secretary,  and  not  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  I^ake  people. 

Mr.  Mrun.  Wlion  did  that  Interview  take  place V 

Secretary  Morton.  About  the  1st  of  January. 

Mr.  MuDD,  This  past  January? 

Secretary  Morton.  Yes.  sir ;  this  month,  with  Captain  I^ke.  The  1st  day  of 
July  was  the  first  interview  with  the  vice-president  of  the  company.  I  will 
insert  a  detaileil  statement  of  the  last  interview  in  my  testimony  further  on. 
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Mr.  Dayton.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  party  prepared  the  rules — 
who  prepared  the  rules — ^by  which  those  testa  were  to  be  made?  Of  course 
.vou  did  not  do  It ;  It  was  done  before  your  time. 

Secretary  Mobton.  It  was  undoubtedly  prepared  in  the  chief  constructor'* 
iiffii^e.  Who  did  it  1  can  not  say.  I  presume  that  the  constructor  did  it  who 
was  charged  e^)ecially  with  looking  after  the  submarine  boats. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Holland  company  was  permitted  to 
snbmtt  to  the  party  having  that  in  charge  the  rules  that  would  be  made,  and 
whether  those  rules  were  adopted  or  not? 

Secretary  Morton.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Dayton.  I  wish  you  would  discover  that  and  tell  me.  What  was  the 
purpose  or  object  of  the  Department  in  making  a  condition  in  the  contract 
which  they  comi)elled  all  the  companies  to  sign,  to  the  effect  that  they  would 
not  make  any  substantial  changes  in  the  construction,  instead  of  giving  full 
<tp|iormnity  for  a  boat  to  be  improved  ui)on  if  it  could  be  improved  upon? 

Secretary  Mobton.  That  is  l)ecause  they  would  be  continually  changing  and 
making  improvements,  and  they  would  never  he  ready  for  the  test,  on  the 
r»W  that  the  boats  were  not  completed  and  were  not  finished,  and  there  would 
W  always  something  else  to  do  in  order  to  keep  the  matter  from  l>eing  com- 
'•leted. 

Mr.  Tate.  It  was  to  keep  them  from  wanting  innumerable  tests? 

Secretary  Morton.  Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Was  any  other  boat  offered  l)esides  the  Holland? 

Secretary  Morton.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Dayton.  The  Government  had  a  Holland  boat? 

Secretary  Morton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Was  there  ever  an  agreement  that  there  should  be  a  competi- 
tive test  between  that  Government  boat,  as  the  law  provided,  and  either  the 
Lftke  or  any  other  boat?  Was  it  ever  allowed  to  go  into  a  competitive  con  teal 
with  the  I^ke  or  any  other  boat? 

Secretary  Mobton.  No,  sir;  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Dayton.  It  was  not? 

Secretary  Mobton.  As  near  as  I  understand,  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Dayton.  Neither  of  the  companies,  wanted  a  competitive  test  with  the 
other? 

Secretary  Mobton.  That  is  the  inference  that  I  drew. 

Mr.  Dayton.  The  correspondence  indicated  that  they  asked  for  that,  and 
instead  of  that  the  Government  said  they  would  make  a  comparison,  make  aa 
eztmination  of  the  Lake  boat  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  the  Government  boat 

Now,  I  would  like  to  have  you  answer  me  as  to  whether  there  was  any  other 
^«iat.  any  $aibniarine  boat,  put  in  the  contest  or  submitted? 

Secretary  Mobton.  'All  I  know  about  it,  Mr.  Dayton,  is  in  the  record  that  I 
liUTt*  just  resid,  and  this  all  wcurred  lief  ore  I  came  into  the  Department. 

Mr.  Dayton.  I  know  that.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  a  subsurface  boat 
beiniC  offered  and  cut  out  on  a  technical  objection  to  the  language  to  the  bill  ? 

Secretary  .Morton.  I  came  to  the  Department  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  and  I 
did  not  know  anything  about  a  subsurface  boat  imtil  some  time  this  January, 
when  the  man  who  patented  it — ^what  is  his  name? 

Mr.  Dayton.   I  do  not  know. 

Secretary  Mobton  (continuing).  Came  to  me  and  asked  about  it,  and  I  said 
tliat  I  never  had  heard  of  his  subsurface  boat,  and  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  it  at  all.  He  said  that  he  was  rather  surprised  to  know  that,  and  yet  be 
thought  that  that  might  be  the  ciise.  He  was  surprised  in  a  way,  and  yet  at  the 
ame  time  he  was  not  surprised.  T'ntil  then  I  did  not  know  there  was  such  a 
tiling  as  a  stihsurface  boat,  myself. 

Mr.  Vandiveb.  Let  me  suggest  that  the  Secretary  finish  the  record  which  be 
WIS  reading.  I  think  he  stopped  with  the  notice  that  was  sent  to  them  that 
the  remaining  part  of  that  appropriation  would  be  withheld  until  another  trial 
could  be  held,  if  they  would  guarantee  to  meet  it.  What  answer  was  made  te 
that? 

Secretary  Morton.  They  did  not  answer  the  letter,  and  they  did  not  answer 
^7  telegrams.    As  I  say,  Mr.  I^ke  came  afterwards  to  see  me. 

Mr.  MmD.  About  the  4th  of  January? 

Secretary  Mobton.  I  think  it  was  on  the  5th  that  he  was  here. 
Mr.  McDD.  Of  this  present  January? 
8«CTeUry  Mobton.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  MuDD.  What  took  place  then?    I  did  not  get  that  before. 

Secretary  Morton.  He  said  that  he  had  thrown  ap  his  hands  about  the  mat- 
ter; that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  would  not — that  none  of  the 
$850,000  appropriation  would  be  available  for  his  boat ;  and  he  asked  me  if  be 
built  a  boat  whether  I  would  appoint  a  board  to  go  down  and  investigate.  I 
said  certainly,  I  would  be  glad  to  do  it  I  said  "  the  only  thing  the  Department 
wants  is  the  very  best  submarine  boat  that  can  be  built,  and  we  want  the 
Lake  boat  if  It  can  be  determined  that  It  is  the  best  on  the  market." 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  9,  1905. 

r  Memorandum  as  to  conference  In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  concerning  a 
proposed  trial  of  the  Lake  snbmarlne  hoat] 

Present :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  Capt.  Simon  Lake,  president  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company;  Mr.  F.  B.  Whitney,  vice-president;  and  Rear-Admiral 
W.  L.  Capps,  chief  constructor,  U.  S.  Navy. 

This  conference,  which  was  held  about  4  p.  m.  Thursday,  January  5,  was  the 
result  of  telegraphic  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  and  the  I^ake  Tor> 
pedo  Boat  Company,  in  relation  to  the  Department's  communication  of  Decem- 
ber 21,  1904.  This  communicaton  had  not  been  formerly  acknowledged  by  the 
Lake  Company,  and  the  Department  requested,  by  telegraph,  on  January  4, 
1906,  that  the  Lake  Company  specifically  state  whether  or  not  the  communica- 
tion had  been  received.  This  telegram  was  not  answered  lu  writing,  but  Cap- 
tain Lake  and  Mr.  Whitney  appeared  at  the  Department  the  following  morning 
and  made  an  appointment  for  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 

At  this  conference  Captain  Jjake  specifically  admitted  that  the  communica- 
tion had  been  received  and  had  been  referred  to  the  attorney  of  the  company; 
that  the  reason  he  did  not  acknowledge  same  was  because,  previous  communi- 
cations of  his  having  been  misunderstood,  he  thought  that  any  further  written 
correspondeDce  would  be  of  no  avail,  and  that  he  was,  moreover,  advised  by 
his  counsel  not  to  take  further  action  in  the  matter  until  his  board  of  directors 
had  been  consulted.  Captain  Lake  also  stated  that  his  interpretation  of  the 
Department's  communication  of  December  21, 1904,  was  that  the  Lake  Company 
would  be  excluded  from  demonstrating  the  full  capabilities  of  their  boat  and 
that  the  programme  of  requirements  as  originally  prepared  precluded  the  poe- 
sibility  of  the  I^ke  boat  demonstrating  those  qualities  which  were  considered 
peculiar  to  that  vessel.  He  also  admitted  that  he  was  in  entire  ignorance  of 
the  Department's  letter  of  September  24,  1904,  which  permitted  the  Lake 
Company  to  fully  demonstrate  such  qualities  as  that  boat  might  possess  prior 
to  the  test  under  the  conditious  which  obtained  during  the  trial  of  the  Fulton. 

Captain  Lake  referred  to  his  various  attempts  to  have  the  Protector  tried, 
but,  in  reply  to  several  questions  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  chief 
constructor,  failed  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  company's  failure 
to  meet  its  stipulated  obligations  or  to  acknowledge  the  Department's  communi- 
cation of  December  21,  1904. 

Some  of  the  statements  made  by  Captain  Lake  reflected  upon  the  integrity 
of  the  trial  board,  but,  as  was  the  case  with  previous  written  communications, 
these  statements  were  entirely  unsupported  by  evidence  of  any  character  what- 
ever, and  in  many  resiKicts  were  controverted  by  documentary  evidence. 
Captain  Lake  stated  that  a  boat  of  their  type  would  be  ready  for  trial  within 
a  very  short  time,  and  requested  that  the  Department  i>ermit  a  thorough  trial 
of  that  boat  in  Hampton  Roads  or  the  waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay  by  a  board 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Navy  Department.  The  Secretary  informed  Captain 
Lake  that  when  his  boat  was  in  all  respects  ready,  if  he  would  so  advise  the 
Department,  his  request  for  a  trial  would  be  given  careful  consideration. 

In  conclusion,  the  Secretary  informed  Captain  Lake  that  the  Department  had 
given  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  every  possible  opportunity  to  demon- 
strate the  qualities  of  their  submarine  boat ;  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany had  not  treated  the  Department  with  the  courteous  consideration  which 
had  been  accorded  by  the  Department  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company; 
that  they  had  failed  to  acknowledge  commimications  of  a  very  important 
character;  that  the  failure  to  obtain  a  full  trial  of  the  Lake  torpedo  boat  prior 
to  awarding  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  submarine  torpedo  boats  was 
solely  and  entirely  attributable  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  that 
in  no  respect  was  it  the  fault  of  the  Navy  Department. 

The  above  statements  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  are  fully  supported  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  subsequent  to  July  1,  1904,  the  Department  had  accepted 
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a  date  named  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  within  which  their  boat 
would  be  ready  for  trial ;  had  subsequently,  at  the  request  of  the  Lake  Com- 
pany, extended  the  time  within  which  the  trial  could  be  made,  and,  even  after 
the  expiration  of  this  extension,  had  offered  the  Lake  Company  an  opportunity 
to  enter  into  competition  for  the  award  of  a  contract  for  the  remaining  boats 
which  could  be  built  within  the  appropriations,  this  competition  to  take  place 
at  any  time  prior  to  May  1,  1905,  this  last  proposition  being  wholly  ignored 
by  the  Lake  Gompany  until  the  Department  made  formal  inquiry  as  to  whether 
or  not  Its  communication  in  relation  thereto  had  been  received. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS.  Ton  have  |20,000  out  of  that  appropriation  available  for  these 
tests? 
Secretary  Mobton.  We  have  $30,000. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB.  For  any  tests  of  a  boat  that  the  Lake  people  see  fit  to  present? 
Secretary  Morton.  I  imagine  we  can  use  it  for  that  purpose.    I  do  not  know 
Just  how  the  statute  reads. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS.  You  say  the  Holland  people  submitted  a  boat  which  was  tested 
last  June? 
Secretary  Mobton.  Last  June. 

Mr.  BoBEBTB.  Did  the  Holland  people  make  any  statement  that  they  were 
willing  to  abide  by  the  test? 
Secretary  Mobton.  Yes,  sir;  I  understand  they  did. 
Mr.  BoBEKTS.  They  complied  with  the  requirements? 

Secretary  Mobton.  They  complied  with  the  requirements  we  made  of  the 
Lake  people. 

Mr.  BoBEBTS.  And  you  have  not  asked  anything  of  the  Lake  people  that  yon 
did  not  exact  of  the  Holland  people? 
Secretary  Mobton.  That  is  what  I  understand. 

Mr.  BoBEBTS.  Would  it  be  at  all  contrary  to  the  public  policy  to  make  pubUc 
tlie  result  of  the  test  of  that  Holland  boat  last  summer?    It  is  a  private  boat, 
and  the  Government  did  not  buy  it,  I  understand.    The  Government  did  not 
boy  the  boat  that  was  tested? 
Secretary  Mobton.  I  understand  not. 
Mr.  BoBEBTS.  And  does  not  propose  to? 

Secretary  Mobton.  No,  we  have  no  idea  of  buying  it  You  must  remember 
that  that  test  took  place  before  I  came  in  here,  and  it  is  a  matter  I  have  not 
giTCQ  much  attention  to. 

Mr.  Bobebts.  Since  ^ou  became  Secretary  there  has  been  no  proposition  to 
sen  that  boat? 

Secretary  Mobton.  No,  sir;  I  have  been  told  they  sold  it  to  another  govem- 
meot 

Mr.  Bobebts.  What  I  am  getting  at  is,  that  anything  given  out  about  that 
boat  would  not  harm  the  Government,  because  it  is  not  a  Government  l>oat. 
That  is  what  I  was  driving  at.  Is  there  any  objection  to  furnishing  to  this 
oonuDittee  for  public  use  the  report  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  that 
beld  those  tests  last  June? 
Secretary  Mobton.  I  do  not  see  %ny. 

Mr.  Bobebts.  Will  you  kindly  furnish  such  a  copy?    I  understand  that  re- 
port has  been  printed  and  it  is  in  the  form  of  a  printed  book  or  pamphlet. 
Secretary  Mobton.  Yes,  sir;  It  has  been. 

Mr.  Datton.  Is  not  that  the  report  that  every  member  was  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Ck>mpany  the  other  day ;  a  book  full  of 
pictures? 

Mr.  Roberts.  I  do  not  know  about  the  report.  There  was  no  report  in  what 
I  got 

Secretary  Mobton.  The  Admiral  teUs  me  that  the  only  report  we  have  is  one 
marked  "confidential." 

Now,  I  want  to  go  back  a  little  on  this  matter,  and  read  you  a  memorandum 
tbat  I  found  on  my  desk  when  I  came  in.  It  is  from  Mr.  Moody,  and  is  dated 
Jnoe  30,  the  day  that  he  left  the  Department. 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Washington,  June  SO,  J90i, 

(Memorandum  In  re  report  of  submarine  testa.] 

This  report,  which  I  have  read  carefully,  I  respectfully  commend  to  the  ear^ 
Mst  and  early  attention  of  my  successor.  I  should  have  taken  some  action  upon 
it  if  my  service  had  extended  into  the  fiscal  year  which  b^^s  to-morrow.  I 
tnink  perhaps  that  I  should  be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  express  upon  this 
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report  certain  views  which  I  hold,  expecting  for  them,  of  course,  nothing  iiK»re 
than  such  weight  as  their  merit.  If  any,  deserves. 

There  Is,  at  the  present  time,  a  large  part  of  $500,000  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  submarine  boats  under  certain  conditions.  This  $500,000  will  merge 
to-morrow  morning  Into  the  $850,000  then  available  for  this  purpose.  I  declined 
to  use  any  part  of  the  $500,000  now  available  during  the  closing  days  of  tlie 
fiscal  year,  believing  that  Congress  did  not  Intend  that  that  sum  should  be 
used  In  addition  to  the  $850,000  available  to-morrow,  although  the  last  law 
reads  In  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  early  appropriation  technically  avail- 
able. 

My  Judgment  is  that  a  certain  part  of  the  appropriation  to  become  available 
in  the  next  fiscal  year  should  be  used  to  contract  for  the  type  of  boats  ai^roved 
by  the  report  of  the  board  of  Inspection  and  survey,  namely,  modified  Holland 
torpedo  boats.  It  might  and  probably  would  be  wise  to  contract  for  three  of 
such  boats  as  the  board  recommends.  In  any  event,  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
mlRclent  amount  of  the  appropriation  should  be  left  available  for  the  purchase 
of  one  or  more  of  the  Lake  torpedo  boats.  This  type  of  boat  has  never  beoi 
submitted  for  a  test  such  as  is  required  both  by  prudent  administration  and 
hj  the  letter  of  the  law.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  Lake  company  can  and 
will  build  a  boat  for  test  by  comparison  or  competition  In  a  few  months.  I 
think  that  that  company  should  be  encouraged  to  do  this,  so  that  tlie  Govern- 
ment may  have  the  benefit  of  any  competition  available. 

W.  H.  BtamfTm 

With  that  recommendation  from  Mr.  Moody  I  gave  the  Lake  Company  six 
months  to  finish  and  prepare  a  boat  for  the  tests,  and  when  they  failed  to 
prepare  such  a  boat  I  proposed  in  writing  to  them  that  they  should  have  five 
months  longer  time  before  I  made  a  contract  for  the  last  two  Holland  boat& 

Mr.  LouDENSLAGER.  You  gave  them  ten  months,  did  you  not?  You  gave' them 
ontll  May? 

Sfecretary  Morton.  Yes;  I  gave  them  until  May — eleven  months.  But  what 
I  mean  is  that  I  did  not  close  any  contract  for  other  boats  until  the  first  six 
months  had  elapsed. 

Mr.  Roberts.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Secretary  some  questions  along  tills 
line.  I  do  not  presume  that  you  will  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  but  If  there 
Is  no  objection  on  the  ground  of  public  policy,  you  can  have  the  information 
sent  up  here.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  or  not  the  boat  offered  by  the 
Holland  people  last  year  for  test  is  an  Improvement  over  the  existing  type  of 
the  Holland  boats  In  the  Navy  In  speed  or  anything  else. 

Secretary  Morton.  It  Is  referred  to  as  the  modified  Holland  type. 

Mr.  ItoBERTS.  Is  It  a  better  boat  than  any  that  we  had  In  the  Navy  at  that 
time? 

Secretary  Moody.  Presumably.    It  Is  thought  to  be  an  Improvement. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Can  you  point  out  in  what  respect  it  is  better;  not  the  exact 
number  of  knots  per  hour,  but  just  in  a  general  way?  Can  you  secure  and  send 
to  us  that  information? 

Secretary  Morton.  Yes,  sir.  Will  you  not  write  and  ask  me  for  just  what  you 
want? 

Mr.  Roberts.  Yes ;  I  will  do  so.     I  want  to  get  It  In  the  record. 

Secretary  Morton.  Just  ask  your  question  and  I  will  try  to  give  you  the  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Very  well.  I  will  ask  the  questions  here.  Furthermore,  I 
would  like,  for  my  use  and  the  use  of  the  committee,  Information  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  boats  you  have  just  made  contracts  for  with  the  Holland  people  are 
Improvements  in  the  matter  of  speed,  and  so  on,  over  the  boat  that  was  tried 
last  June? 

Secretary  Morton.  I  will  give  you  all  that  Information. 

Mr.  Rorerts.  And  whether  or  not  you  are  exacting  greater  speed  and  im- 
provements all  around. 

Secretary  Morton.  I  will  give  you  that 

Mr.  Roberts.  That  is  what  I  want — to  get  It,  and  get  it  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Cousins.  Before  you  made  any  contracts  for  these  submarine  boats  you 
had  this  trial  and  this  test  first? 

Secretary  Morton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr,  Cousins.  Was  It  on  that  test,  based  on  that  test,  that  you  made  the 
authoHzatlon? 

Secretary  Mobton.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  CorsiNS.  The  test,  then,  was  such  as  to  justify  the  aiithorizaition? 
Secretary  Mobton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  RixEY.  I  am  verj'  much  struclt  with  the  record  that  you  have  read  here 
about  the  different  attempts  and  the  different  triais.made  to  get  a  start.  It 
reminds  me  of  trying  t^  get  horses  away  from  the  iK>st  in  a  race.  Finally  the 
lake  people  dropped  out.    Was  there  any  competition? 

Secretary  Mobton.  The  competition  was  between  the  boat  that  we  already 
had  and  the  Holland  boat. 
Mr.  RixET.  That  was  a  boat  of  the  Holland  type? 
Secretary  Mobton.  ^uilt  by  the  Holland  company. 
Mr.  RixEY.  So  that  there  was  really  only  one  horse  started  in  the  race? 
Secretary  Mobton.  Two  horses  originally  of  the  same  stable — one  of  which 
had  changed  owners. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Have  you  any  knowledge,  Mr.  Secretary,  of  the  attack  made  by 
the  Shark  snbmarine  boat  fi'om  Newport  on  two  cruisers,  or  two  vessels,  of  the 
Navy  lying  off  No  Man's  I^iud  some  time  last  fall;  an  attack  made  in  broad 
daylight,  in  which  the  submarine  boat  went  45  miles  from  its  base  and  came 
down  on  these  two  cruisers  in  broad  daylight  and  with  the  sun  shining,  and  got 
ap  within  50  yards  of  one  of  them  before  being  detected? 

Secretary  Mobton.  I  never  sjiw  an  official  rei)ort  of  it.  I  think  I  saw  a  news- 
paper article  in  r^?ard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Roberts.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  making  public  through  the 
committee  the  facts  of  such  proceedings? 
Secretary  Mobton.  If  we  liave  any  record  of  it,  I  will  give  you  the  facts. 
Admiral  Convebse.  I  think  there  is  a  report.     It  was  stated  that  a  torpedo 
boat,  under  the  command  of  I^ieutenant  Nelson,  left  there  and  went  around  to 
Menemsha  Bight,  and  according  to  the  statement  of  one  officer  it  got  up  within 
50  yards  of  a  vessel  without  l>eing  detected.    However,  there  is  a  counterstate- 
ment  that  it  did  not  get  quite  as  near.    This  is  a  matter  of  record. 
Mr.  CorsiNS.     Did  they  get  within  torpedoing  distance? 
Admiral  Convebse.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Cousins.  They  could  have  effectively  torpedoed  the  boat? 
Admiral  Converse.  Tes,  sir. 
Mr.  Ix>uden8Laoeb.  Is  that  without  dispute? 

Admiral  Converse.  Yes,  sir.    The  question  is  whether  they  were  seen  or  not. 
The  men  in  the  torpedo  boat  claim  they  were  not  seen,  but  other  people  claim 
that  the  little  periscope  of  the  tori)edo  boat  was  seen. 
Mr.  LouDENSLAOER.  The  record  is  ther^? 
Admiral  Converse.  Yes,  sir. 

Secretary  Morton.  Is  there  anything  about  that  record  of  such  a  confidential 
nature  that  yon  would  not  want  it  sent  up  here? 
Admiral  Oonvsrae.  We  would  have  to  look  at  It  and  see. 
Mr.  LorDBNBUiGER.  Anything  of  that  sort  that  it  appears  to  the  Department 
ongbt  not  be  made  public,  whether  we  have  asked  for  it  or  not,  ought  to  be  left 
oat 
Secretary  Morton.  Very  well. 

Mr.  Roberts.  If  there  is  no  reason  of  public  policy  against  it,  there  Is  one 
other  thing  I  would  like  to  have.  I  am  speaking  of  a  newspaper  account  now 
of  the  trip  made  by  this  same  Shark,  and  its  entrance  into  Newport  Harbor 
withoot  discovery  in  broad  daylight.  That  was  a  year  ago. 
Admiral  Convebse.  It  would  all  be  a  matter  of  record  at  the  torpedo  station. 
"The  circumstances  attending  the  attack  of  the  Shark  on  the  ships  off  Mar- 
tliaa  Vineyard  on  September  15  were  as  follows : 

"The  Shark  was  at  the  dock  of  the  naval  torpedo  station,  Newport,  R.  I. 
The  r.  8.  8.  Columbia  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Prairie  were  at  anchor  off  the  south 
coart  of  Marthas  Vineyard  Island  on  the  night  of  September  15,  1904,  about  3 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  battle  ship  squadron  then  at  anchor  off  the  south 
ooagt  of  the  same  island. 

''The  Shark  proceeded  to  Menemsha  Bight,  with  the  intention  of  attacking 
the  Columbia  and  Prairie,  and  was  accompanied  by  another  vessel  to  assist  her 
in  case  of  emergency.  The  boat  proceeded  on  the  surface  to  Menemsha  Bight, 
the  flea  being  smooth.  Failing  to  find  the  vessels  at  Menemsha  Bight,  she  pro- 
fwded  to  the  south  of  Marthas  Vineyard,  steering  for  the  Columbia  and  Minne- 
«poZi>  under  cover  of  the  battle  ship  squadron,  by  certain  vessels  of  which  she 
WB«  discovered. 

**  Steering  from  under  cover  of  the  battle  ship  squadron  the  boat  then  dove 
and  ran  submerged  for  the  ColvmUa,  at  a  depth  of  15  to  17  feet  under  the 
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water.  This  was  at  3.20  in  the  afternoon,  the  boat  having  left  her  slip  at  the 
torpedo  station  at  0  a.  m.  When  the  vessel  had  arrived  within  about  50  yards 
of  the  stem  of  the  Columbia  she  was  brought  to  the  surface  and  the  Co/«mMa 
then  siphted  her,  not  having  seen  her  previous  to  that  time. 

'*  It  should  be  stated  that  this,  of  course,  did  not  simulate  a  war  condition, 
inasmuch  as  the  alarm  would  have  spread  upon  the  sighting  of  the  boat  from 
the  battle  ship  squadron,  and  again  the  vessels  would  have  been  under  way, 
with  alJ  picket  launches  out  and  light  craft  scouting  off  the  enemy's  port  from 
which  such  a  vessel  could  have  emerged. 

'*  The  STtnrk  started  back  to  the  station  at  5.45  p.  m.,  arriving  at  11  p.  m.  Dur- 
ing this  run  there  was  a  moderate  sea,  which  the  boat  took  easily  and  l)ehaved 
very  well.  A  few  heavy  rolls  were  made,  as  high  as  25",  in  the  choppy  sea.  It 
should  be  noted  with  reference  to  this  return  trip  that  the  steering  had  to  be 
done  from  deck,  the  low  conning  tower  making  it  impossible  to  steer  in  such  a 
sea  from  the  inside  of  the  boat.  Waves  swept  the  deck  3  or  4  feet  deep  at  times, 
rendering  navigation  exhausting  and  arduous. 

"As  an  endurance  test,  this  run  was  successful.  The  difficulty  of  seeing  in  any 
sort  of  a  seaway  from  inside  the  conning  towers  of  all  similar  vessels  necessarily 
limits  their  operations  mainly  to  purposes  of  harbor  defense,  and  the  mouths  of 
estuaries  or  harbors,  as  against  close  blockade,  etc. 

"  For  services  at  sea  the  conditions  must  be  favorable  for  such  a  boat  and  the 
position  of  the  enemy  fairly  well  known  in  order  that  an  attack  may  have  a 
reasonable  chance  of  success — that  is,  to  attack  an  enemy's  ship  offshore  the  sub- 
marine should  know  approximately  where  to  look  for  her,  and  for  a  reasonable 
chance  of  successful  attack  the  enemy  must  be  at  anchor  or  lying  still  in  one 
position.  Once  it  is  known  that  the  submarine  is  in  that  vicinity,  the  attack  of 
such  a  vi»ssel  wtnild  be  entirely  foiled  by  the  ship  or  ships  moving  away. 

"The  Holland  submarine  boat  Fulton  arrived  at  the  torpedo  station  on  May 
26,  1904,  and  was  tried  by  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey  during  the  first 
days  of  the  following  month — June.  One  of  these  tests  consisted  of  operating 
the  Fulton  from  n  shore  base  against  a  vessel  anchored  in  the  open  sea.  This 
took  place  on  June  6.  The  yacht  Hist  was  anchored  off  the  east  coast  of  Block 
Island  about  a  mile  from  shore  and  10  miles  south  of  Point  Judith.  The  Fulton 
was  supix>sed  to  attack  a  vessel  represented  by  a  target  consisting  in  a  distance 
between  two  of  the  cutters  of  the  Hist,  anchored,  as  near  as  possible,  300  feet 
apart.  The  Fulton  started  from  the  torpedo  station  at  10.40,  passed  Point 
Judith  at  about  ten  minutes  past  12,  then  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Point 
Judith  shortly  af<^rwards  because  he.  periwoi>e  had  become  moisened,  making 
it  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  steer  until  it  had  been  put  In  good  order. 

"  Experiments  were  then  made  in  diving  and  with  the  periscope,  and  at  about 
2.30  the  vessel  was  steered  toward  the  Hist,  from  which  vessel  the  flag  on  the 
mast  of  the  Fulton  was  sighted  at  2.56,  the  depth  of  the  submarine  boat  then 
being  about  24  feet.  At  a  distance  of  about  2,700  yards  the  metal  flag  on  the 
mast  of  the  submarine  boat  waa  plainly  distinguishable  with  the  naked  eye.  At 
3.18  the  boat  dove  and  then  came  to  the  surface  thirty  seconds  later  and  passed 
between  the  cutters  representing  the  target  at  3.20.  Afer  this  the  boat  began 
to  maneuver  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hist  and  the  torpedo  boat,  and  returned  to  the 
torpedo  station,  where  she  was  secured  at  8  p.  m. 

"  The  same  evening,  after  the  return  of  the  boat  to  the  torpedo  station,  she 
was  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  slip,  where  she  was  lying  and  kept  entirely  closed 
until  four  minutes  past  11  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  when  she  was 
brought  to  the  surface.  During  the  first  eleven  and  one-half  hours  no  air  was 
either  admitted  to  or  pumped  out  of  the  boat,  but  one-half  hour  before  the 
twelve-hour  test  terminated  air  was  pumped  out  of  the  boat  with  both  the  air 
compressor  and  bilge  pump.  This  was  done  more  on  account  of  testing  the 
pumps  than  because  of  any  necessity  of  supplying  fresh  air  to  the  crew.  The 
strength  of  the  hull  of  the  Fulton  to  resist  water  pressure  is  the  same  as  that 
of  submarines  of  the  Adder  class,  all  details  of  the  construction  of  the  two 
being  practically  Identical.  Those  of  the  Adder  class  have  been  taken  to  the 
depth  of  100  feet  without  showing  leaks." 

Mr.  RoBEBTS.'  Very  well ;   I  would  like  to  have  that. 

Secretary  Mobton.  Very  well.  I  merely  want  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
Captain  I^ke  left  my  office  apparently  in  good  nature,  although  disappointed, 
but  saying  that  he  thought  I  had  treated  him  fbirly. 

Mr.  KiTCHiN.  Have  you  anything  to  reconunend  against  the  submarine 
boats  In  this  present  bill? 

Secretary  Mobton.  Not  exactly  that  way ;  I  said  I  had  not 
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Mr.  KiTCHiN.  You  failed  to  recommend  it? 

Secretary  Mobtoiv.  I  said  that  I  had  not  recommended  any  appropriation 
for  sobmariiie  boats. 

Mr.  KiTCHiN.  That  is  what  I  wanted  to  know.  Is  your  opinion  based  upon 
an  unfftTorable  opinion  of  that  kind  of  boat? 

{Secretary  Morton.  We  have  Just  made  a  contract  for  four,  and  it  will  be 
some  time  before  they  are  finished. 

Mr.  LoiTDBNBiAGEB.  Mr.  Secretary,  in  case  of  war  with  other  countries  and 
in  case  yon  had  a  quantity  of  submarines,  you  would  work  in  connection  with 
tbe  Army  and  coast  defenses,  would  you  not? 

Secretary  Morton.  If  there  was  war  with  another  country  we  would  certainly 
cooperate  with  the  War  Department.    We  do  this  in  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  LoTTDSNSLAGEB.  The  brigadier-general  who  is  chief  of  artillery,  I  think, 
recommaided  them  very  strongly,  and  said  that  submarines  would  be  very 
ecoDomlcal  and  efiicient;  and  the  Navy  Department  could  work  in  connection 
with  tbe  Army  in  that  line,  could  it  not?  ■ 

Secretary  Mobton.  We  would  have  to,  of  course. 

Mr.  Datton.  He  recommended  the  I^ke  submarine  boat,  did  he  not? 

Secretary  Mobton.  I  do  not  know. 
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HEARINGS  UNDER  HOUSE  RESOLUTION  288. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Tuesday,  March  17, 1908. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  committee   met,  pm*suant  to  the  taking  of  recess,  at  2.30 
o'clock  p.  m. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

TESTIHOHT  OF  AXTOVS  A.  EBLT. 

Angus  A.  Erly,  after  first  being  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

The  CiiAiR3iAN.  The  examination  of  Mr.  Erly  will  be  conducted 
by  Mr.  Broussard. 

By  Mr.  Broussard: 

Q.  Give  your  name,  residence,  and  occupation. — A.  Angus  A.  Erly. 
I  have  been  a  newspaper  man.  I  am  not  at  present.  I  expect  to  go 
back  again.    I  live  here  m  Washington. 

Q.  What  is  your  address? — A.  The  Rivera  apartment  house. 

Q.  You  have  been  a  newspaper  man  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  what  time? — ^A.  I  have  been  in  the  newspaper  business 
?ince  1896. 

Q.  What  was  your  last  service  with  a  newspaper? — ^A.  The  last 
employment  I  had  was  with  the  present  United  Press  Association. 
Formerly  it  was  the  Scripps.  They  changed  the  name  in  the  last 
mr.  I  went  to  work  with  them,  1  think  it  was,  the  first  Monday 
in  December,  1897. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  work  for  them? — A.  Up  until  Mr.  Lilley 
made  his  charges. 

Q.  Where  was  the  place  in  which  you  transacted  your  business  ? — 
A-  Practically  all  the  time  at  the  House. 

Q.  You  had  offices  in  this  city? — A.  Yes;  they  have  offices  here; 
it  is  now  in  the  Herald  Building;  but  I  worked  at  the  House. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Press  Gallery  of  the  House? — A. 
We  were  in  a  way,  yes ;  we  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  gal- 
kiy.  We  were  members  of  the  ^Uery.  We  were  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  the  floor  in  representing  the  press  association. 

Q.  lou  say  you  worked  ror  this  press  association  at  the  time  Mr. 
Lilley  made  the  charges? — ^A.  No;  he  brought  my  name  into  it  on 
Saturday,  February  ^,  and  I  was  dismissed  on  the  following  Mon- 
day morning. 

Q.  State  what  those  charges  were. — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley 

Q.  Which  Lilley? — ^A.  Representative  Lilley,  in  his  controversy 
with  Mr.  Lord  in  regard  to  remarks  in  an  interview,  had  occasion 
to  speak  to  newspaper  men,  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Post,  and  Mr.  Wooley, 
of  the  World,  and  he  showed  them  a  notebook  in  which  my  name 

1038 
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was  written  down  as  one  of  the  men  he  had  been  warned  against  as 
a  man  in  the  employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  What  day  do  you  say  this  occurred? — ^A.  February  22,  this 
year. 

Q.  Had  you  been,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  employ  of  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  dompany  ? — A.  No ;  I  never  have  been  in  their  employ. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  the  employ  of  nobody  connected  with  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  ? — A.  Not  exactly.  During  the  simmier  Mr. 
C.  S.  McNeir,  whom  I  have  known  since  1898,  an  attomev  for  the 
company  here,  a  friend  of  mine,  had  some  newspaper  articles,  and  I 
believe  he  first  suggested  that  I  would  take  them  around  to  the  cor- 
respondents. The  newspaper  men  here  are  very  anxious  to  secure 
feature  stuff,  because  lots  of  them  send  mail  letters,  and  they  are  very 
glad  to  get  anything  that  anybody  will  give  them  that  they  can  mail 
out,  and  I  gave  some  stories  around  for  Mr.  McNeir  to  newspaper 
men  here,  merely  for  them  to  use  or  not,  as  they  wanted  to.  This 
stuff  was  not  given  to  the  United  Press  Association. 

Q.  That  was  given  to  other  correspondents? — A.  Yes.  It  was 
mail  stuff — feature  stuff. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  article  that  you  have  referred  to? 
Was  it  one  or  more? — A.  There  were  more.  One  of  them,  I  think, 
had  to  do  with  Jules  Verne  and  the  history  of  submarines.  Another 
one  had  an  article  that  Mr.  McNeir  gave  to  me,  and  I  carried 
it  around  for  him;  it  had  to  do  with  the  charges  in  regard  to  the 
French  boats.  These  French  boats  were  having  trouble,  some  people 
were  drowned  in  the  French  submarines,  and  there  was  another  one — 
to  tell  the  truth,  I  didn't  read  them. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  for  that  service? — A.  I  told  Mr.  McNeir  one 
day  I  needed  expense  money,  because  downtown  at  one  time  there 
were  lots  of  the  boys  in  Gerstenberg's  and  I  went  in  there  and  they 
were  eating  lunch,  and  they  stuck  me  for  it.  They  said  I  would  have 
to  pay  for  it.  I  told  Mr.  McNeir  that  was  one  of  my  expenses,  and 
he  gave  me — I  don't  know  the  exact  amount,  but  it  was  $36  all  to- 
gether. He  looked  it  up.  I  want  to  say,  Mr.  Broussard,  that  this  had 
nothing  to  do  with  legislation  at  all.  It  did  not  interfere  in  any 
manner  at  all  with  the  moral  obligation  put  upon  a  man  in  the  gallery. 
The  Congress  was  not  in  session.  There  was  no  Congress  in  fact  It 
did  not  organize  until  December,  and  there  is  no  reason  in  the  world 
why  I  should  not  do  what  I  did  do. 

Q.  The  service  which  you  did  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  was 
there  anything  in  regard  to  that  employment  that  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  continuous  contract,  by  which  you  were  to  continue  this  work 
after  Congress  was  in  session? — A.  No;  there  was  no  contract.  He 
asked  me  to  take  the  stuff  around,  and  I  would  like  to  say  this,  that  I 
have  known  Mr.  McNeir  ever  since  1898,  and  he  never  asked  me  any- 
thing about  Congress.  He  never  asked  me  what  the  committee  was 
ffoing  to  do,  or  to  do  anything  about  Congress,  or  what  the  Naval 
Affairs  Committee  was  going  to  do. 

Q.  I  want  to  read  a  passage  from  Mr.  Lilley's  testimony,  and  ask 
you  what  you  know  about  it — anything  you  may  have  learned  since 
your  employment  here  for  the  company  for  which  you  have  been 
working  until  lately :  "  I  also  ascertained  the  fact  that  under  the 
guise  of  the  employment  of  certain  newspaper  representatives  for  in- 
significant service  considerable  sums  of  money  had  been  paid  to  them 
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by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  presumably  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing their  aid  and  assistance  in  coloring  their  newspaper  reports  in 
favor  of  the  said  Electric  Boat  Company."  What  do  you  know  with 
reference  to  this  matter? — ^A.  The  only  person  I  know  who  ever  wrote 
anything  for  the  company  is  Lord.  He  has  written  some  stuff  for 
them«  In  regard  to  the  things  I  have  written  for  the  United  Press 
Association,  the  committee  can  readily  secure  the  originals,  I  suppose; 
and  I  suppose  in  this  last  Congress  400  words  will  cover  everything 
that  has  been  written  about  naval  affairs. 

Q.  You  never  wrote  anything  for  that  company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Received  no  pay  whatever? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  part  of  this  lobby  to  which  reference  is  made  ? — A.  If 
so,  I  didn't  know  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  who  is  a  part  of  that  lobby? — 
A  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  a  lobby  to  your  knowledge,  or  has  there  been  since  you 
have  been  in  the  employ A.  I  am  not  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Q.  Since  you  were  in  the  employ  of  the  particular  association  which 
you  represented  here  as  a  newspaper  man? — ^A.  I  have  never — well, 
it  all  depends  upon  what  you  mean  by  lobby.  I  have  often  seen 
lawyers  around  tne  Capitol. 

Q".  I  am  talking  about  newspaper  men.  I  have  read  a  paragraph 
to  you  containing  a  specific  charge  made  here  that  there  is  a  newspa- 
per lobby  whose  duties  consist  in  coloring  reports  with  respect  to  this 
particular  company,  with  the  view  of  giving  it  some  advantage  in 
some  way  or  other? — A.  Do  you  mean  as  an  employee  of  the  com- 
pany? 

Q.  Yes.— A.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no  such. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  large  sums  of  money  spent  with  a  view  of 
coloring  the  newspaper  articles? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  anv  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Against  whom  were  charges  made  among  the  newspaper  men 
by  Mr.  Lilley  growing  out  of  these  charges  agamst  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  after  he  introduced  his  resolution  for  investigation? — A. 
He  named  Lord  and  myself  and  Mr.  Oulahan,  of  the  Sun,  and 
Mr.  —  Archibald  or  something 

Q.  To  whom  did  he  name  these  men  ? — A.  To  Mr.  Wooley,  of  the 
New  York  World,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Washington  Post. 

Q.  What  result  did  it  have  ? — A.  Mr.  Wooley  came  to  me  and  said 
Mr.  Lilley  had  said  I  was  an  employee  of  this  company  and  asked 
about  it,  and  I  told  him  I  was  not  an  employee  of  the  company,  and 
to  pnt  myself  exactly  straight  I  told  him  that  during  the  summer  I 
haa  performed  service  for  Mr.  McNeir,  and  that  Mr.  McNeir  paid 
me  my  expenses  at  the  time.  I  told  him  what  it  was.  And  I  made 
plain  to  explain  to  Mr.  Wooley  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  Con- 
gress; that  Congress  was  not  in  session,  it  did  not  interfere  with  the 
rule  of  the  gallery  in  any  way  whatsoever. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  to  you  ? — A.  I  went  to  the  office — the  World 
printed  part  of  the  statement  on  Sunday  morning,  and  I  went  into 
the  office  and  Sunday  night  the  press  committee  moved  to  suspend 
ine— I  went  into  the  office  Monday  morning 

Q.  Who  were  suspended? — A.  Just  Lord  and  myself. 
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Q,  How  about  the  otiier  two? — A.  The  last  party  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Oulahan  was  not  suspended.  I  went  to  the  office  on  Mon- 
day morning  and  stated  to  Mr.  Keen,  the  manager,  ^  I  am  under  a 
cloud,  and  will  give  you  my  resignation."  He  says,  "  No,  I  wcm*t 
accept  it."  I  says,  '*^  Then  suspend  me  pending  the  outcome  of  this,** 
and  he  said,  "All  right ;  you  are  suspemed."  He  says,  "  How  about 
making  a  statement  m  regard  to  this  thing  in  the  New  York  World?  ^ 
I  says,  **  I  don't  want  to  say  ansrthing  at  all  until  the  entire  matter  is 
cleared  up,  and  then  I  will  make  a  statement  to  the  office."  After  that 
time  he  called  me  on  the  phone,  I  was  in  the  office  building,  and  he 
said  he  was  very  sorry  to  tell  me  that  the  New  York  office  had  ordered 
me  dismissed. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  tried  on  those  charges? — A.  We  were  before  the 
standing  committee  of  correspondents. 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  Lord? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  happened  there? — ^A.  The  committee  called  on  Mr.  Lilley 
for  his  evidence  to  sustain  the  charge,  and  they  heard  us,  and  they 
reinstated  us  in  the  gallery,  but  that  did  not  mean  anything  to  me, 
because  I  had  nothing  to  be  reinstated  about.  They  said  we  had  been 
indiscreet,  because  we  knew  Mr.  McNeir — ^in  our  transactions  with 
Mr.  McNeir.  There  was  a  question.  We  could  have  appealed  from 
the  action  of  the  correspondents.  We  did  not  do  that.  We  let  it  go. 
That  committee  had  said  we  were  indiscreet. 

Q.  Was  the  testimony  taken  in  writing  in  these  proceedings  of 
which  you  have  just  spoken? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  testify  before  this  committee? — A.  The  com- 
mittee called  on  Mr.  Lilley  for  a  statement. 

Q.  Did  he  give  a  statement  in  writing  or  verbally  ? — ^A.  My  under- 
standing is  that  Mr.  Lilley — ^the  committee  asked  him  numerous 
questions,  then  the  matter  was  taken  down,  and  the  committee,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Splain,  the  chairman  of  the  standing  committee,  Mr. 
Lilley  was  to  furnish  three  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers,  one 
for  the  committee,  and  one  for  Lord,  and  one  for  myself,  but  Mar. 
Splain  said  he  did  not  get  that.  What  we  got  was  a  confidential 
letter  from  Mr.  Lilley  bearing  on  these  charges. 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter  now  ? — A.  No.     I  never  had  it.     I  read  it. 

Q.  Who  had  it?— A.  Mr.  Splain. 

Q.  Does  that  treat  of  these  charges? — A.  In  regard  to  myself,  it 
does  not  say  much  about  me  at  all.  I  don't  think  it  goes  into  the 
charges. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Splain's  full  name? — A.  Maurice  Splain.  He  is 
a  newspaper  correspondent  who  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Q.  Did  he  conduct  this  examination  himself? — A.  The  entire  com- 
mittee was  present.     He  conducted  it. 

Q.  Did  you  reply  to  this  letter  in  writing  or  verbally  before  this 
committee? — A.  I  went  before  the  committee. 

Q.  You  gave  your  evidence  verbally? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  in  writing  in  respect  to  your  reply  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  you  receive  from  Mr.  McNeir? — 
A.  Thirty-six  dollars. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  connected  with  him  in  the  matter  of  these 
newspaper  articles? — A.  Well,  I  was  not  exactly — it  was  sometime 
during  the  summer;  I  could  not  say  the  exact  time.    It  was  not 
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daj-to^day  or  week-to-week,  but  occasionally.  He  had  some  stuflf, 
and  I  j qst  carried  it  around  to  the  boys. 

Q.  Was  any  stuff  that  you  carried  riven  with  a  view  of  its  being 
paid  for,  the  publication  of  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  there  was  any  paid  for  by  any  news- 
paper!— A.  The  stuff  I  handed  them,  they  could  use  it  or  not.  That 
IS,  they  are  glad  to  get  feature  stuff ;  they  are  all  glad  to  get  it,  and 
some  of  the  fellows  have  four  papers  and  they  want  four  copies. 
There  was  nothing  said  about  paymg  anybody  anything  for  it,  and 
no  occasion  for  doing  that  at  all. 

Q.  How  much  money  did  you  testify  to  having  received  before  the 

fress  committee? — ^A.  Before  that  committee  there  was  a  question. 
thought  it  miffht  have  run  $39  or  $40 ;  I  was  not  sure,  because  that 
became  involved  in  a  private  contraction  I  had  with  Mr.  McNeir 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  boat  company.  I  loaned  him  some 
mooey  one  time.  I  don't  know  how  much  it  was,  and  when  he  paid 
me  back  I  did  not  know  whether  the  $25  was  too  much  or  not.  And 
I  thought  it  might  run  $40,  and  the  committee  I  believe  ran  in  this 
$25  with  the  $36  and  made  it  $G1.  I  told  them  that  was  not  coirect 
at  the  time. 

Q.  Before  the  press  committee  that  you  received  $61? — A.  I  was 
trying  to  let — ^no,  sir.  What  I  testified  to  was  that  it  might  have 
lieen  $40  of  Electric  Boat  Company  money  that  I  got.  I  did  not 
know.  There  was  $61  mentioneo,  but  I  didn't  know  whether  the  $20 
had  anything  to  do  with  it,  or  the  $25,  but  I  have  found  out  since 
from  Mr.  McNeir  that  his  books  show  I  had  $36. 

Q.  Have  you  any  employment  at  this  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q«  What  employment? — ^A.  I  am  derk  for  the  House  Committee 
on  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

Q.  What  is  your  salary  ? — A.  Six  dollars  a  day. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  wants  to  know  how  many  days  you  have  worked, 
how  many  meetings  of  the  committee? — A.  The  committee  has  not 
had  anv  meetings. 

Q.  Tjo  whom  did  you  apply  to  secure  this  position? — A.  I  got  this 
position  in  a  very  peculiar  'way.  On  Thursday  following  the  22d 
day  of  February  the  House  passed  a  resolution  creating  clerks  for 
these  expenditures  committees,  and  Mr.  Knopf  is  chairman  of  that 
conmiittee..  and  Chicago  is  my  original  home,  knd  Rodenberg  and  Mr. 
Knopf  had  no  candidiate  for  the  office,  and  he  ^ve  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anv  talk  about  this  resolution  before  it  was  in- 
troduced in  the  House f — ^A.  What  resolution? 

Q.  The  resolution  creating  clerkships? — A.  I  didn't  know  it  was 
going  through,  to  tell  the  truth  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  At  whose  suggestions  did  vou  apply  to  Mr.  Knopf  for  this 
position? — A.  Mr.  Rodenberg  told  me — I  had  nothing  to  do,  and 
he  says,  "  Go  for  that,  and  I  will  help  you  get  it ;"  that  was,  I  think, 
on  the  Tuesday  following  its  ^oing  through. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  committee  has  had  a  meeting  since  you  have 
been  appointed? — A.  The  committee  has  never  had  a  meeting;  we 
onlv  have  thi^ee  bills  pending. 

^.  Has  that  committee  ever  had  a  meeting  to  vour  knowledge? — 
A.  The  committee  had  a  meeting,  according  to  tlie  record,  fourteen 
years  ago.     I  looked  it  up. 


1044 HSABIKGS  ON  HOUSE  BE80LUTI0K  288. 

Q.  Do  you  know  George  Ripley? — A.  I  might.  I  know  lots  of 
people,  but  don't  know  who  they  are. 

Q.  I  ask  this  question  at  the  reouest  of  Mr.  Lilley,  because  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  it  myself  i — A.  I  might  know  him  if  I  saw 
him  personally.     I  do  not  know  him  by  name. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Shoemaker's  saloon  a  week  ago  last  Saturday 
night? — A.  I  might  have  been — ^yes;  I  was. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  ? — A.  I  went  in  there  with  Mr.  Broussard. 

Q.  Who  else  went  m  there  with  you  ? — A.  No  one  else. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  went  on  Mr.  Brous- 
sard's  invitation  to  have  a  drink. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  converse  in  that  saloon? — ^A.  Mr.  Brous- 
sard and  Mr.  Tinker,  the  newspaper  man,  and  two  doctors,  and 
CJount  Perreard  was  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  subject  of  conversation? — A.  I  asked  Mr.  Brous- 
sard what  he  was  going  to  do  with  us  newspaper  fellows.  He  said 
he  had  not  taken  the  matter  up  yet;  he  didn't  know  what  they  would 
do  with  us.    I  said, "  We  will  be  around  if  he  wants  us." 

Q,  I  wish  you  to  relate  the  whole  convei-sation. — A.  Well,  coming 
up  the  street  Saturday  afternoon  between  5  and  6,  Mr.  Broussard 
was  standing  on  the  Times  steps,  the  next  door  to  Shoemaker's,  and 
he  said  he  was  waiting  for  Robertson,  the  newspaper  man.  He  said, 
"  Will  you  have  a  drink?  "  I  said,  '^  I  will."  We  went  in,  and  Mr. 
Broussard  bought  me  a  drink.  I  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Tinker  and 
the  two  doctors,  and  I  asked  him  what  he  was  going  to  do  with  the 
newspaper  men,  what  the  committee  would  do  with  them,  if  they 
wanted  us  before  the  committee,  and  he  said  that  had  not  been  de- 
cided upon,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  had  saved  newspaper  clippings  on 
this.  1  said  yes,  I  had  saved  the  papers  as  they  came  out  bearing 
upon  this  thing.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  let  him  have  them.  I  said 
I  would.  He  said,  "  I  don't  know  a  thing  about  this  case  at  all,  and 
I  would  like  to  see  what  the  papers  have  been  printing  about  it" 
And  we  had  one  drink.  I  told  Mr.  Broussard  I  would  bring  him  the 
papers.  We  went  outside  and  met  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Broussard 
stopped  with  Mr.  Robinson,  I  don't  know  whether  we  had  to  wait 
there  for  Robinson  to  come  down  or  not,  but  I  went  on  about  my 
way,  and  I  took  what  papers  I  had  and  on  Monday  I  gave  them  to 
Mr.  Broussard. 

Monday  evening  I  went  into  the  New  York  American  office  and 
Mr.  Norcross  told  me  that  Mr.  Lilley,  of  Connecticut,  had  been  in  to 
see  him,  and  he  wanted  to  know — that  Mr.  Lilley  had  a^ked  him 
about  a  statement  that  he  was  said  to  have  made,  that  I  had  a  roll  of 
money  and  was  fixing  the  committee,  and  I  was  down  in  Shoemaker's 
getting  Mr,  Broussard  drunk,  and  I  asked  him  what  kind  of  a  fairy 
story  that  was,  and  he  said,  "  Well,  Mr.  Lilley  came  and  asked  me 
about  it,  and  I  told  him  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it  at  all  only 
what  I  had  heard  from  Wooley.  So  I  went  out  and  looked  for 
Wooley,  and  I  saw  him,  and  he  said  Mr.  Lilley  had  been  looking  for 
me,  and  Wooley  admitted  that  he  had  been  telling  the  story,  and  was 
very  sorry  to  say  he  thought  it  was  a  very  funny  story,  very  hiuner- 
ous,  and  he  had  elaborated  on  it  as  he  told  it,  and  one  time  he  told 
it  in  Mr.  Lilley's  presence  and  everybody  that  he  could  recall  seemed 
to  think  it  was  funny  except  Mr.  Lilley.  And  I  impressed  upon  him 
that  it  was  a  very  serious  matter,  it  was  a  very  damaging  thing,  and 
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he  said  he  would  do  the  best  he  could  to  counteract  the  story.  Tues- 
day mominff  I  came  to  the  Capitol  and  Mr.  Broussard  was  in  one 
of  the  corridors,  and  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  speak  to  him,  but  I  told 
him  I  would  not  speak  to  him  unless  there  was  a  third  man  present, 
and  we  called  in  Mr.  Corry  Stadden,  of  New  Orleans,  and  I  told 
him  about  Mr.  Lilley  calling  on  Mr.  Norcross,  and  Mr.  Norcross  had 
told  him  about  our  conversation  with  Mr.  Woolev,  told  him  I  thought 
I  was  in  duty  bound  to  tell  him,  and  he  said  "  all  right,"  and  that 
was  the  end  of  it.- 

Mr.  Broussard.  Is  that  what  you  wanted  to  know,  Mr.  Lilley  ? 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  wanted  to  know  all  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  that  occurred  at  that  meeting  between  Mr. 
Broussard  and  yourself?— A.  I  might  have  said  something  about 
Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  What  did  you  .say  about  him  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  can  not  recol- 
lect; I  don't  know.  I  only  thought — well,  whatever  I  did  say  about 
him  would  not  be  in  parliamentary  language.    I  couldn't  repeat  it. 

Q.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  you  repeat  it,  if  you  can. — A.  I  can 
not  repeat  it — I  can  not  say  what — the  gist  of  the  conversation  was 
that  he  asked  if  I  had  the  newspaper  clippings,  and  I  said  yes,  and 
he  said  he  would  like  to  have  them.     I  asked  him  what  they  were 

Soing  to  do — oh,  I  remember  another  thing  I  said  to  him,  and  I 
on't  know  whether  he  heard  me  or  not,  because  a?  I  was  talking 
to  him  Count  Perreard  came  up  and  I  mentioned  an  idea  about  this 
mvestigation,  and  I  called  attention  to  the  Lake  contract.  I  said 
that  is  something  that  ought  to  be  gone  into,  the  contract  for  the 
Lake  boat.    I  don't  know  \vhether  Mr.  Broussjird  heard  that  or  not. 

Q.  That  was  at  Shoemakers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Broussard  heard  that  or  not? — 
A  No;  I  could  not  say,  because  I  turned  to  Count  Perreard,  and  a 
mai  named  Fogg  had  joined  him 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  else  in  Shoemaker's? — A.  There  was  a 
crowd  in  there. 

Q.  In  conversation  with  you  and  Mr.  Broussard? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who?— A.  Mr.  Jackson  Tinker. 

Q.  I  mean,  besides  those  you  have  named. — A.  That  was  all.  It 
was  quick;  we  were  not  there  any  time  at  all. 

Q-  How  long  were  you  in  there? — A.  I  suppose  three  minutes 
would  cover  the  time  we  were  there. 

Q.  What  large  sums  of  money,  if  any,  did  you  oflfer  Mr.  Broussard 
in  that  company? — A.  I  did  not  offer  him  anything.  He  paid  for  the 
drink. 

Q.  Did  you  exhibit  any  large  sum  of  money  ? — A.  I  did  not  have 
anv  l^g«  sum  to  exhibit. 

Q.  Were  you  moved  by  anybody  else  to  bring  about  that  interview 
with  Mr.  Broussard? — A.  Wny,  it  was  just  a  chance  meeting.  I  just 
happened  to  run  across  him.  I  had  no  more  idea  of  seeing  him  than — 
you  can  run  across  anyone  by  chance. 

Q.  Did  you  offer  ham  any  sum  of  money  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever?—A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  authorized  by  anybody  to  offer  him  any  sum  of  money 
for  any  purpose  whatever? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  State,  if  you  can,  anything  you  said  about  Mr.  Lilley. — ^A-  I 
put  up  the  matter  that  I  thought  that  this  Lake  question  ought  to  be 
gone  into ;  this  Lake  contract. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  Mr.  Lilley  in  connection  with  that  in  any 
way? — ^A.  Yes;  I  said  that  would  be  a  good  lead  for  an  investiga- 
tion. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  Mr.  Lilley  in  connection  with  the  matter? — 
A.  I  talked  about  this  to  numerous  peoi>le. 

Q.  Then  did  you  mention  Mr.  Lilley  in  connection  with  the  Lake 
contract? — ^A.  les,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  way  ? — A.  I  said  I  thought  it  could  be  shown  that  Mr. 
Lilley  was  one  of  the  men  that  went  to  the  Naval  Department  in 
February  on  account  of  the  Lake  people,  from  information  that  I 

fot  from  newspaper  men,  fellows  talking  ^bout  this  case.  I  did  not 
ave  anything  lo  do  but  talk  about  it  for  a  week.  I  had  no  employ- 
ment. 

Q.  From  what  newspaper  men  did  you  hear  that? — A.  I  heard  it 
from  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  told  me  that  the  day  the  Lake  contract  was 
let  he  recognized  Mr.  Lilley,  seeing  him  in  the  Willard,  as  a  strange 
man  who  had  been  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  office  that  day. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Fox  in  the  Secretary's  office  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  he  said  he 
recognized  him  as  the  same  man  who  came  out  of  the  Secretary's 
office  that  day,  and  he  saw  him  in  the  Willard. 

Q.  He  might  have  been  going  into  the  Secretary's  office  without 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  Lake  contract,  might  he  not? — ^A. 
Well,  the  Lake  concern  is  a  Connecticut  concern,  and  a  Connecticut 
Member  iShould  be  at  the  front  fighting  for  them,  for  such  matters. 

Q.  Did  he  see  Mr.  Lilley  there  or  know  that  he  said  anything  about 
the  Lake  contract? — A.  Oh,  no;  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Q.  You  had  no  knowledge  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  anything  to  do  with 
securing  the  contract? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Fox  claim  to  have  an^  such  knowledge? — ^A.  No^sdr. 
He  said  he  recognized  Mr.  Lilley,  seeing  him  at  the  Willard,  as  a  man 
that  came  out  of  the  Secretary's  office  the  day  the  Lake  contract  was 
let. 

Q.  Did  he  say  whether  he  came  out  before  or  after  it  was  let? — ^A. 
No,  sir ;  I  did  not  go  into  a  discussion  about  this. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  convei-sation  concerning  Mr.  Lilley  at  this 
meeting  at  ShoemaKer's? — A.  No;  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  You  said  something  that  was  not  fit  to  print? — A.  Oh,  well 

Q.  Was  that  at  that  time  or  some  other  time? — A.  It  was  at  that 
time.  I  majr  have  called  him  something,  but  I  would  like  to  explain 
to  the  committee  that  I  have  known  Mr.  Lilley  for  four  years,  and 
in  this  thing,  when  he  charged  I  was  in  the  employ  of  this  company, 
I  knew  I  had  done  no  wrong,  but  I  was  a  little  worked  up  over  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  made  this  charge,  and  when  this  resolution 
went  in,  I  went  out  and  got  a  copy  of  it  and  I  sent  it  out  on  the  wire. 
The  next  morning  \  went  to  Mr.  Lilley  and ^ 

Q.  You  mean  to  your  press  association? — A.  Yes.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  went  to  Mr.  Lilley  and  I  said,  "  Governor,"— we  used  to  call 
him  governor  then — ^I  said,  "  Governor,  what  is  new  in  the  investiga- 
tion this  morning?  "  and  I  asked  him  when  he  was  going  to  the  Rifles 
Committee,  and  he  said  he  would  go  when  he  got  ready.  I  said, 
"  You  know  you  have  got  to  get  after  the  Rules  Committee,  and  after 
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every  one  of  them,  or  they  won't  take  action.  You  are  not  the  onlv 
one  there  with  a  matter  pending,  and  a  man  who  has  anything  pena- 
jng  has  got  to  get  after  it."  I  said,  '*  Why  do  not  you  have  a  sweep- 
ing inyesti^tion  and  bring  in  the  Lake  people  and  the  Merger  people 
and  investigate  all  of  them  ?  " 

And  he  said  he  was  willing  to  do  that,  and  I  called  his  attention  to 
a  morning  publication  that  indicated  that  be  was  a  Connecticut  man, 
and  operated  on  behalf  of  the  Lake  people,  and  he  said,  "  That  is  not 
sa''  I  said,  "  I  will  quote  you  as  denving  that."  He  said,  "  You 
can,"  but  I  wrote  very  little.  Then  the  next  morning  I  saw  Mr. 
liUey;  it  was  Friday  morning,  I  think — ^no,  it  was  Saturday  morn- 
ing—I  saw  Mr.  Lalley  and  asked  him  had  he  been  to  the  Rules  Com- 
mittee, and  he  says,  "Angus,  you  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company."  I  said,  "  I  wish  I  was,"  and  ne  seemed  good- 
natured  about  it^  He  did  not  say  it  was  a  serious  charge,  and  he  ac- 
oonapanied  me  into  the  lobby,  and  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  prove 
this  thing  and  bring  all  of  them  in  and  put  it  right  throu^. 

Q.  What  did  he  mean  by  bringing  all  of  them  inf — ^A.  He  was 
pme  to  bring  in  the  Lake  people  and  the  Berger  people — ^those  are 
Sie  three  companies.  To  be  frank  with  the  committee,  I  was  working 
for  the  investigation  myself ;  I  wanted  it  for  news.  1  was  rooting  for 
it.  I  was  hounding  him  all  the  time  to  get  him  to  go  to  the  Kules 
Committee. 

Q.  You  did  not  care  who  was  hit? — A.  It  did  not  make  any  differ- 
ence to  me  who  was  hit. 

Q.  Until  it  hit  you?-7A.  It  made  a  differ^ice  then,  but  even  after 
I  was  hit  I  wanted  to  see  an  investigation.  All  that  time  he  had  been 
telling  me  stuff  that  went  on  in  the  committee,  but  I  did  not  use  that. 
On  Saturday  when  I  was  waiting  for  Wooley  to  go  to  Alexandria,  I 
was  in  the  file  clerk's  office,  and  Mr.  Lilley  showed  a  notebook  in  which 
he  had  my  name  down  as  a  man  he  had  been  warned  against,  and  a 
man  who  was  in  the  employ  of  people  he  had  been  attacking,  yet  all 
the  time  he  had  been  calling  me  ^^  Angus,"  and  telling  me  stuff  that  had 
it  been  printed  I  would  luive  been  in  bad  shape.  Somebody  would 
have  been  called  a  liar,.and  it  would  have  been  me.  That  is  the  way 
those  stories  all  get  out.  * 

Q.  You  did  not  print  all  the  things  he  told  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  now  given  all  the  conversations  that  you  remember? — 
A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  have. 

Q.  Except  that  part A.  I  might  have  used  some  uncomplimen- 
tary language  toward  Mr.  Lilley.    It  would  be  only  natural. 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  present  who  joined  with  you  in  those 
sentiments  or  the  expression  of  them? — A.  I  think  if  anything  was 
said  on  the  Lilley  case  I  was  the  only  talker.  There  was  not  time 
enough  for  anybody  else  to  talk. 

Q.  And  you  filled  the  time  pretty  full? — A.  No;  there  was  not 
much  time  to  fill ;  because  my  friends  and  Mr.  Broussard  were  as  close 
as  they  could  be,  because  I  spoke  to  a  doctor  friend  of  mine,  and  intro- 
dneed  him  to  another  doctor,  and  he  knew  Tinker,  and  then  this  Count 
Pferreard  came  up  with  a  man  named  Fogg,  and  then  they  started  to 
talk,  and  three  minutes  was  good  time  that  we  were  in  there. 

Q.  I  am  asked  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  ask  you  this  quastion :  "  Did  you 
not,  the  night  that  you  were  at  Shoomaker's,  intimate  to  others  that 
you  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  that  it  was 
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easy  money,  and  beat  the  newspaper  business,  and  suggest  to  the  others 
there  that  they  come  in,  the  water  was  fine?" — A,  I  don't  know.  I 
make  so  many  fool  and  reckless  statements  at  times  I  may  have  said 
that,  but  it  was  not  true  if  I  did  say  so.  I  have  a  habit  of  saying  lots 
of  things  that  I  think  are  humorous,  but  I  have  found  out  since  this 
thing  happened  that  they  are  not  as  funny  as  you  then  think  they  are. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  did  or  did  not  say  that  ? — ^A.  I  could  not  say.  I 
have  said  so  many  things  I  might  have  said  that,  but  if  I  did  say  it  it 
is  absolutely  false.    I  would  have  to  call  myself  a  liar. 

Q.  A  humorous  liar.  Were  you,  or  were  you  not,  in  the  employ 
of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  never  have  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  What  I  did  for  Mr. 
McNeir  was  last  summer,  and  it  was  not  any  regular  employment 
You  would  not  call  it  emplovment. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  this  Snoomaker  interview  were  you  under  the 
employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  I  was  under  no  one's 
employ. 

Q.  Or  Mr.  McNeir? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  desire  from  anything  you  said  that  people  should  un- 
derstand that  you  were  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  sajing  it  beats  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness ? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  say  I  said  it. 

Q.  If  you  did  say  it. — A.  I  do  not  think  it  does  beat  the  newspaper 
business. 

Q.  Had  you  at  that  time  stated  before  the  newspaper  committee 
the  amount  you  had  received  fi\>m  Mr.  McNeir  or  the  boat  com- 
pany?— A.  T^es,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  wish  us  to  understand  if  you  said  it  that 
you  were  speaking  in  a  Pickwickian  sense? — A.  If  I  said  that,  I 
said  it  to  be  funny. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  said  that  you  got  Mr.  Broussard  drunk? — A. 
Mr.  Norcross,  of  the  New  York  American,  told  me  about  tJbat  first; 
said  Mr.  Lilley  had  come  in  to  ask  him  about  the  story.  This  was 
Monday  evening,  and  about  the  truth  of  the  story  that  he  was  giving 
his  authority  for,  that  I  had  a  pocketful  of  money  and  that  I  was  fix- 
ing the  committee  and  buying  drinks  in  Shoemaker's  to  get  Broussard 
drunk 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  Mr.  Lilley  told  him  that? — A.  Yes;  that  is 
where  I  got  it  from.  He  said  he  told  Mr.  Lilley  all  he  knew  about  it 
was  what  Wooley  told  him. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  it  is  about  as  far  as  an  ex- 
amination of  this  kind  ought  to  go.  It  is  shameful  and  disgusting 
and  unnecessary. 

The  Chairman.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Lilley  if  he  has  any  further  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Erly  one  question:  If  you  have 
received  from  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  McNeir  any  more  than 
the  amount  of  money  you  have  stated  ? 

The  Witness.  From  the  Electric  boat  money? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  That  is  all,  $36.  I  have  had  to  look  the  matter  up 
in  his  books.  That  is  how  I  found  out  the  amount.  We  had  to  go 
through  his  expense  ledger. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  That  is  all,  Mr.  Erly. 
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The  Chairman.  Does  any  other  member  of  the  committee  wish  to 
ask  Mr.  Erly  any  questions?  Is  any  Member  of  the  House  present 
who  wishes  to  ask  Mr.^Erly  any  questions?  If  not,  the  witness  will 
be  excused 

(Witness  excused.) 


Select  Committee  Under  H.  Res.  288. 

House  or  Representatives, 
Washington^  D.  C,  Wednesday^  April  S,  190S, 
The  committee  met  at  2.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Olmsted. 
The  Chairman.^  I  have  just  heard  from  Mr.  Olmsted  by  telephone 
that  his  little  girl  is  just  passing  through  the  crisis  of  pneumonia  and 
had  a  very  bad  night.  He  is  not  able  to  leave  and  may  not  be  for 
several  days,  even  if  the  case  takes  an  immediate  turn  for  the  better. 
For  that  reason,  and  owing  to  the  preparation  for  other  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  in  its  proper  order,  the  committee  will  take 
a  recess  until  next  Tuesday  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  Tuesday,  April   14, 
1908,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.) 


Select  Committee  Under  House  Resolution  288, 

House  of  Representatives, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  April  i^,  1908. 

The  committee  met  at  11.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Broussard. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Thurston,  will  you  take  the  stand? 

TESTDf  ONY  OF  SENATOR  T.  M.  THTTBSTON. 

Senator  J.  M.  Thurston,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined 
testified  as  follows : 
The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted  will  please  conduct  the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Senator,  you  reside  in  Washington  at  present? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  were  formerly  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate  from 
Nebraska? — A.  I  servea  one  term  of  six  years  in  the  Senate. 

Q.  Senator,  I  show  you  a  letter  dated  June  29, 1907,  and  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  purporting  to  be  signed  by  your- 
self, and  ask  you  if  that  is  your  letter? — A,  That  is  my  letter. 

Q.  Would  you  let  us  have  the  letter  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  therein 
referred  to? — A.  I  will  look  for  it.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
letter,  but  that  is  simply  a  matter  of  recollection.  If  I  do,  I  will 
present  it  to  the  committee.  I  have  no  present  recollection  as  to 
whether  that  came  to  me  by  letter  or  verbally.  I  was,  however,  ad- 
vised— I  think  I  had  been  away  at  this  date,  or  before  this  date,  and 
on  my  return  I  was  advised  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  de- 
cided to  refer  that  matter  to  the  Attorney-General,  which  was  very 
agieeable  to  me,  and  I  followed  that  with  a  letter  to  the  Attorney- 
General  asking  permission  to  file  a  brief,  which  I  filed.    I  had  no 
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personal  interview  with  anyone  in  the  Department,  but  I  filed  a  brief 
m  thajt  matter.    (Letter  referred  to  reads  as  follows:) 

Washinq'bon,  D.  C,  June  29,  19€7, 
Hon.  ViCTOB  C.  Metcalf, 

Secretary  of  the  Havy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
Sn :  I  am  advised  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  Tice-president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  that  you  would  refer  so  much  of  the  law  approved  March  2.  1907,  as 
relates  to  the  purchase  of  submarine  boats  to  the  Attorney-General  for  his 
opinion.  I  have  to  request  that  yon  will  refer  the  matter  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  beg  te  thank  you  for  your  consideration. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

John  M.  Thubstow, 
Attorney  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Q.  State  if  you  know,  Senator,  how  or  from  whom  Mr.  J.  C.  Liake 
received  information  that  the  Question  would  be  referred  to  the 
Attorney-General. — A.  I  do  not  tnow.  I  presume  you  have  all  my 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  would  be  my 
best  recollection  that  I  asked  the  Secretary  in  writing  to  refer  that 
question  to  the  Attorney-General,  but  perhaps  not.  1  either  asked 
him  in  writing  or  I  asked  him  personally. 

Q.  You  do  not  quite  understand  my  question.  It  seems  that  it  was 
Mr.  Lake  who  advised  you  that  the  secretary  had  concluded  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Attorney-General,  presumably  in  accordance  with 
your  request,  as  you  have  stated,  and  we  wish  to  know  how  Mr.  Lake 
ascertained  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  concluded  to  so  refer 
it. — A.  I  do  not  know  if  he  informed  me  m  writing.  The  letter  may 
or  may  not  show  how  he  knew  it. 

Q,  Your  letter  says,  "  I  am  advised  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake." — A.  That 
statement  is  undoubtedly  correct.  I  had  been  away.  I  had  been  out 
of  the  city,  and  on  my  return  I  was  advised  by  Mr.  Lake  either  in 
writing  or  verbally ;  I  can  not  tell  until  I  look  at  my  letter  files. 

Q.  If  it  had  been  verbally,  would  you  not  have  been  more  likely  to 
say,  "  I  have  been  told  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,"  or  "  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  tells 
me?" — A.  Oh,  no;  I  think  that  would  be  my  ordinary  phraseology. 

Q.  Either  way  ? — A.  Either  way. 

Q.  You  will  look  in  your  file  and  if  you  find  such  a  letter  let  us 
have  it? — A.  I  will. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  Mr.  Lake  had  at  any  time  any  verbal 
conversations  with  you  in  which  he  told  you  how  or  from  whom  he 
received  the  information  that  the  matter  would  be  referred  to  the 
Attorney-General? — ^A.  I  have  no  recollection  on  that  subject.  There 
was  nothing  to  impress  it  on  my  mind  except  the  mere  fact  that  the 
question  would  be  referred  to  the  Attorney-General. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  you  had  asked  tne  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
refer  it? — A.  I  had  askea  him  either  in  writing  or  in  person;  I  do 
not  recall  now. 

Q.  When  you  were  away  from  home  your  first  intimation  that  he 
had  concluded  so  to  refer  it  was  derived  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake! — 
A.  It  would  seem  so  from  that  letter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  is 
correct. 

Q.  What  we  wish  to  know  is  how  and  from  whom  Mr.  Lake  got 
the  information. — ^A.  Mr.  Neff  has  just  spoken  to  me,  and  what  he 
said  to  me  quickened  my  recollection.  I  thmk  it  is  probably  true  ihst 
Mr.  Lake  auring  my  absence  saw  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
brought  me  the  mformation  that  the  Secretary  would  refer  this  mat- 
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ter  to  the  Attomey-Greneral.  I  am  not  positive  about  that,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  mat  is  correct. 

Q.  You  will,  as  you  stated,  if  vou  find  the  letter,  let  us  have  it? — 
A.  If  there  was  a  letter  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Lake  it  will  be  in  my 
files  and  I  will  produce  it. 

Q.  Now,  Senator,  you  have  appeared  before  the  committee  as  attor- 
ney for  the  Lake  Boat  Company  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q,  And  we  do  not  wish  to  make  you  both  witness  and  counsel  any 
more  than  is  necessary.— A.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  two  statements 
I  would  like  to  make  while  I  am  on  the  witness  stand  for  the  enlight- 
enment of  the  conmiittee.  I  have  received  the  impression — it  is  no 
more  than  an  impression — that  there  is  a  feeling  that  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  in  some  manner  instigated  this  investigation.  I 
want  to  say,  on  my  part,  and  I  am  certain  it  is  true  of  all  the  officers 
of  the  Lake  company,  because  I  would  have  known  if  it  would  have 
been  otherwise,  that  I  did  not  know  or  have  any  information  that  a. 
resolution  of  this  kind  was  to  be  introduced.  If  I  had,  I  should  have 
done  whatever  I  could  to,  I  think,  discourage  it,  because  I  would 
have  felt  that  a  resolution  of  this  kind  might  endanger  the  appro- 
priations by  Congress  for  submarines.  And  while  i  felt  and  still 
believe  that  the  particular  form  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee deprives  tne  Lake  company  of  any  participation  in  its  efforts 
to  secure  any  of  the  appropriation,  I  did  believe  and  still  believe  in 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  that  we  might  be  permitted  to  have  a  chance 
to  compete  for  any  appropriations  made. 

The  second  statement  I  wish  to  make  while  I  am  on  the  witness 
stand  is  this :  I  endeavored  to  secure  a  hearing  before  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee for  Mr.  Simon  Lake  and  myself  to  present  the  one  simple  ques- 
tion of  the  committee  framing  the  appropriation,  that  it  would  leave 
competition  free  and  open  for  all  persons  in  competing  for  submarine 
boats.  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Foss,  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  I  will 
say  right  here,  in  view  of  some  of  the  questions  propounded  to  dif- 
ferent witnesses,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  a  man  representing  an  in- 
terest that  is  pending  in  Congress  can  not  go  to  any  Member  of  Con- 
gress, a  member  of  the  committee,  or  otherwise,  and  in  a  fair  and 
decent  manner  suggest  his  views  on  the  questions  that  are  pending,  and 
I  have  never  known  that  that  presentation  of  the  question  to  individ- 
ual Members  of  Congress  has  m  any  manner  tended  to  influence  the 
Member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  except  as  his  best  judgment 
might  direct.  I  therefore  went  to  Mr.  Foss,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  asked  him  for  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  by  Mr. 
Simon  Lake  and  myself  before  the  rull  committee,  or  a  subcommit- 
tee, on  the  question  of  open  legislation  that  would  enable  us  to  com- 
pete in  bids  with  any  other  company.  Mr.  Foss  stated  to  me  what  I 
know  generally  to  be  true,  that  it  was  inexpedient  for  his  people  to 
give  hearings  on  pending  matters  except  in  some  unusual  case,  and  I 
could  understand  how  that  necessarily  would  be  true.  After  that  I 
addre^ed  tiie*  chairman  of  that  committee  a  communication  asking 
iot  a  heacing  on  this  one  question.  Not  for  the  purpose  of  asking  any 
particular  appropriation,  but  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  hearing  to 
the  end  that  we  might  present  our  views  in  favor  of  leaving  the  entire 
matter  of  contract  for  submarines  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.    I  think  I  have  that  communication  here,  if  the  commit- 
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tee  wishes  to  see  it,  but  it  does  not  matter  especially;  that  is  the  sub- 
stance of  it. 

The  Chairman.  If  that  is  thei*e,  will  you  read  it? 

A.  This  is  it,  Mr.  Chairman.    It  is  dated  February  6, 1908 : 

Febbuary  6,  1908. 

COMMITTKE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIBS  OF  THE  HOUSK  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Gentlemen  :  On  behalf  of  the  Tjike  Toi-podo  Boat  Company  I  respectfnUy 
ask  for  a  brief  hearing  l^efore  your  committee  for  Mr.  Simon  I^ke,  president  of 
the  said  cumpauy  and  inventor  and  designor  of  the  Lake  type  of  submarinee, 
and  for  myself  as  attorney  for  said  company,  with  a  view  of  presenting  to  your 
committee  In  n  concise  and  brief  way  rlie  reasons  why  any  l^islatlon  making 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  or  construction  of  submarines  should  be  so 
framed  as  to  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  full  discretion  In  the  awarding  of 
contracts  for  such  boats  as  the  Navy  Department  may  be  satisfied  are  best 
adapted  for  naval  purposes  and  coast  defense. 

We  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  to  have  the  keenest 
possible  competition  between  the  American  submarine  builders  in  order  to  secure 
'the  latest,  most  modem,  most  powerful,  and  best  submarines.  Any  legislatictn 
which  practically  prevents  such  competition  enables  one  company  alone  to  8ac> 
cessfuUy  bid  for  submarine  construction  and  will  prevent  this  Government  from 
obtaining  submarines  representing  the  best  inventive  and  constructive  genius  of 
our  people. 

Several  foreign  nations  have  already  progressed  much  further  and  have  se- 
cured and  are  securing  submarines  of  greater  ^Bciency  than  any  thus  far  owned 
by  the  United  States,  these  foreign  governments  having  availed  themselves  of 
the  benefits  arising  from  the  broadest  possible  competition. 

In  the  last  naval  appropriation  bill  as  formed  by  your  honorable  committee 
and  passed  by  the  House  full  discretion  was  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  the  I^ake  company  was  entirely  Siitisfle:!  to  leave  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  its  skilled  officers  full  discretionary  iwwer  of  awarding  contracts, 
taking  into  consideration  bids,  plans,  specifications,  and  all  such  other  consider- 
ations as  would  enable  the  Department  to  Iwst  determine  wh»»t  bonts  the  United 
States  should  have.  The  Senate  committee  in  the  very  last  days  of  the  session 
amended  your  bill  by  inserting  a  provision  which  partially,  and  it  was  claimed 
wholly,  shut  out  the  competition  or  chances  of  all  companies  but  one,  by  pro- 
viding that  the  Secretary  should  not  expend  any  portion  of  the  appropriation 
for  any  boat  which  should  not,  as  determined  by  preliminary  tests,  equal  the 
best  submarine  in  the  service  of  or  contracted  for  by  the  United  States  on 
March  2,  1907.  It  must  have  been  well  known  that  the  Lake  company  only 
had  in  the  United  States  at  that  time  one  submarine  boat,  the  Lake,  which  was 
of  older  design,  smaller  in  size,  and  necessarily  less  speedy  and  powerful  than 
those  certain  submarines  which  had  then  been  contracted  for  and  were  being 
constructed  for  the  United  States  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

The  question  of  the  construction  of  this  law  was  referred  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  I  presented  to  him  a  brief  on  the  sub- 
ject, a  printed  copy  of  which  I  herewith  present.  This  was  followed  by  his 
decision  construing  the  law,  a  printed  copy  of  which  I  also  herewith  present. 

While  his  opinion  fully  sustained  my  contention,  and  afllrmed  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  exercise  his  discretion  in  determining,  not  alone 
from  the  preliminary  test,  but  from  any  other  source  at  his  command,  what 
boats  he  might  contract  for,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  awarding  of  the  contract 
for  seven  boats,  absorbing  the  greater  part  of  the  appropriation,  was  made 
almost,  if  not  wholly,  upon  the  result  of  the  competitive  test  between  the  Fjake 
and  the  Octopus,  which  competitive  test  was,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
a  simple  finding  that  the  Octupus,  being  the  best  boat  under  contract  by  the 
Government  on  March  2,  3907,  was  equal  to  herself.  And  it  is  evident  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the  terms  of  the  law,  did  not  feel  free  to  give 
consideration  to  the  plans  and  specifications  as  well  as  guaranties  of  the  I>ake 
company  under  their  bids  for  the  construction  of  more  modem  and  more  power- 
ful boats  than  any  previously  contracted  for  by  the  United  States. 

He  so  far  exercised  his  discretion  as  to  withhold  a  portion  of  the  appropria- 
tion, and  has  since  awarded  a  contract  to  the  Lake  company  to  construct  a 
submarine  which  will  be  speedier,  more  powerful,  more  modem,  and  of  more 
formidable  armament  than  any  of  the  boats  covered  by  the  contracts  awarded 
to  the  Electric  Boat  Company.     The  Lake  company  has  been  compelled  to 
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:.'Vel>t  this  coutract  at  its  own  risk,  to  construct  this  submarine  without  receiv- 
ing any  advance  or  [mrtial  imyuients,  giving?  tlie  United  States  the  ri^ht  to  re- 
fusi»  ii'reiitanee  of  the  boat  when  completed  uuIcfs  she  then  meets  in  every  way 
Th»»  extreme  guaranties  of  the  Uike  comiiany,  the  severe  requirements  of  the 
tt'sts  |>rescribe<l.  as  demandwl  by  the  Government. 

This  shows  the  absolute  good  faith  of  the  Lake  comi)auy  in  its  endeavor  to 
fnn.jete  with  its  rival  American  constructor  and  to  furnish  to  the  United  States 
a  better  tK»at  than  any  covered  by  the  contracts  given  to  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
[■t\ny.  To  a  certain  extent  this  gives  life  to  competition  and  places  the  United 
Stiites  in  the  rM)sltion  of  securing  the  best  possible  submarines  through  the 
ri\alry  of  competing  companies,  and  It  does  not  limit  Its  future  submarines  to 
rhii^  dessigneil  and  built  by  a  single  American  company  under  no  stress  of 
<xnui>etltion. 

I  also  resiiect fully  submit  a  copy  of  an  argument  presented  by  me  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  in  which  I  set  forth,  as  I  believe  fully  and  fairly,  the  tests 
•  f  the  naval  board  with  respect  to  the  result  of  the  tests  between  the  Lake  and 
th»-  ffrtopu^.  This  analysis  fairly  presents  the  only  difference  in  which  either 
U»:it  in  the  tests  outclassed  its  rival,  and  has  not  been  challenged  or  questioned 
s«»  far  by  the  Secretary  or  the  naval  experts  of  his  Department;  and  I  respect- 
fully suggest  that  a  careful  consideration  of  my  comparative  analysis  and  also 
•»f  the  report  of  the  naval  l>oard,  which  is  at  the  command  of  your  committee, 
wii:  fully  bear  me  out  In  Insisting  that  the  Lake  boat  surpassed  the  Octopus  In 
several  Important  particulars,  and  only  fell  short  In  one  essential  particular, 
wbirh  was  in  the  matter  of  power  and  speed.  I  also  submit  that,  conslderhig 
rhf  size  of  the  Lake  and  date  of  construction  as  compared  with  the  Octopus, 
arnl  the  necessarily  greater  power  of  a  larger  b(  at  as  against  a  smaller  one,  es- 
f"^'ially  in  the  matter  of  speed,  that  the  test  Itself  demonstrates!  beyond  all  con- 
tradiction the  fact  that  a  boat  similar  to  the  Lake  of  the  size  and  motive  iwwer 
<'f  the  Octopus  must  have  been  found  superior,  and,  as  your  committee  Is  well 
aware,  the  qtic^stiou  of  si)eed  and  iww^er  depends  entirely  uiK)n  two  things :  First, 
'h«»  relative  size  <^f  the  boats,  and,  second,  the  increased  motive  iwwer  which  can 
lie  placed  In  the  larger  one. 

No  fair  trial  tests  In  advance  of  the  award  of  contracts  can  ever  be  had  In 
the  United  States  until  at  least  two  companies  have  had  an  opportunity  to  con- 
struct and  present  the  best  and  most  i)owerfiil  submarines  they  can  produce,  and 
Tinder  an  appropriation  similar  to  the  last  one,  no  competing  company  will  have 
an  opjiortunity  to  construct  or  the  United  States  to  secure  a  boat  which  will 
refiresent  its  latest  and  most  Improved  designs  and  Its  experience  in  construction 
aod  operation  gained  by  its  construction  of  submarines  for  other  nations. 

1  Kubmit  that  the  United  States  to-day  Is  the  only  Government  which  is  not 
seeking  the  widest  possible  competition,  from  which  alone  can  c*oxne  to  It  the  best 
rwoilts  of  inventive  genius  and  experience. 

The  Ijike  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  I  believe,  can  satisfy  your  committee  upon 
a  hearing  that  it  can  successfully  compete  with  any  rival,  and  that  it  can  pro- 
duce, if  given  equal  opiK)rtunity,  a  more  formidable  submarine  than  any  yet 
«*ntracted  for  with  the  Electric  company.  The  Lake  company  is  entirely  will- 
ing to  take  its  chances  in  competing  for  the  construction  of  submarines  upon  the 
**xfrc'lse  of  the  fullest  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  naval 
^'iperts  in  determining  as  to  whether  or  not  its  proposed  submarines  best  meet 
*be  requirements  of  the  American   service. 

To  do  this,  any  appropriation  should  not  be  subject  to  restrictive  limitations, 
iBd  certainly  the  future  interests  of  the  Navy  are  secure  if  they  rest  upon  the 
'ndgment  of  the  Navy  Department  and  its  exi)ert8,  unlimited  by  any  provision 
f»f  law  which,  whatever  its  apparent  purpose  may  be,  is  necessarily  a  legislative 
award  of  submarines  of  a  single  class  and  to  a  single  company. 

if  it  is  to  l>e  required  that  any  appropriation  made  shall  not  be  expended  in 
wb<>l*»  or  in  part  tmtll  the  submarines  contracted  for  meet  the  requirements  of 
tb«?  Department  in  conii)etltlve  or  other  tests,  this  limitation  of  the  expenditure 
•f  the  appropriation  should  be  the  withholding  of  a  payment  on  the  contract 
•ruv fif  a  submarine  until  constructed,  tested,  and  accepted ;  and  If  this  requlre- 
'i^'it  U  to  be  made  of  all  competitors,  It  will  be  cheerfully  accepted  by  the  Lake 

•'Hiiony. 

♦»n  the  other  hand,  if  one  competitor  Is  to  be  placed  by  legislative  enactment 

•»  a  |ifisltion  to  take  no  risk  and  to  be  paid  almost  the  entire  contract  price  in 
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partial  payments  before  the  boat  is  constructed  or  tested,  then  tlie  same  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  the  Lake  company. 

If  the  requirement  is  to  be  made,  as  has  been  suggested,  that  all  boats  built 
tmder  the  appropriation  shall  eciual  the  best  boat  contracte<l  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment prior  to  January  1,  1908,  then  in  all  justice  and  fairness  the  requirement 
should  be  that  any  such  boat  should  meet  the  competitive  test  and  prove  herself 
equal  to  the  best  boat  contracted  for  or  under  construction  for  the  United  States 
Government  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1908,  so  that  the  final  test  should  be 
not  alone  with  the  boats  contracted  for  by  the  Electric  company,  but  also  with 
the  one  now  under  construction  for  the  Government  by  the  Lake  company. 

Mr.  Simon  I^ke  has  had  almost  a  world-wide  experience  in  designing  and  con- 
structing submarines  in  other  countries,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  your  commit- 
tee, in  making  appropriation  and  framing  the  legislation  therefor,  should  have 
the  benefit  of  such  advice  and  information  he  stands  ready  to  give  to  you  upon  a 
hearing;  and  I  can  not  conceive  that  It  would  be  wise  for  you  to  take  final  action 
without  having  before  you  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  what  is  being  done  in 
submarine  matters  by  other  governments. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  we  are  prepared  to  present,  we  ask  for  a 
fair  field  and  no  favor — tlie  same  opportunity,  if  necessary,  at  our  own  risk, 
to  compete  for  the  construction  of  submarines.  I  once  more  respectfully  request 
that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  us  to  be  heard. 

Respectfully,  John  M.  Thurston, 

Attorney  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Cotnpany, 

I  received  no  answer  to  that  and  then  conferred  with  Mr.  Simon 
Lake.  I  told  him  that  I  saw  no  reason  in  the  world  why  he  should 
not  send  to  the  individual  Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  any 
arguments  or  any  articles  that  would  tend  to  enlighten  the  individual 
Members  upon  this  question  of  submarines;  that  the  matter  would 
undoubtedly  come  to  issue  upon  the  floor  of  both  Houses,  and  any  in- 
formation that  was  sent  in  that  way  to  all  the  Members  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  I  thought  would  be  sent  in  a  perfectly  proper  and 
legitimate  manner;  that  during  my  service  in  the  Senate  I  had  re- 
ceived hundreds  and  thousands  of  communications  of  that  kind  on 
different  matters  pending  before  Congi-ess,  and  I  think  perhaps  I 
told  him  that  anything;  that  would  enlighten  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  upon  public  questions  would  be  for  the  public  good. 
He  asked  me  if  a  series  of  postal  cards,  showing  the  development  in 
submarines  would  be  i)roper  to  send  to  the  Members  of  Congress.  I 
told  him  I  saw  no  reason  why  it  would  not,  stating,  however,  to  him 
that  anything  he  said  ouglit  to  present  fairly  the  questions  submitted. 

I  made  this  statement  because  of  the  testimony  the  other  day  about 
sending  these  postal  cards.  What  there  was  on  those  postal  cards, 
what  the  writing  was,  or  what  it  was  to  be,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  ad- 
vised him  that  information  of  that  kind  I  thought  was  perfectly 
proper  to  send  to  the  whole  membership  of  both  Houses,  provided,  of 
course,  that  whatever  was  stated  would  be  a  fair  presentation  or  a 
fair  argument  of  the  question  ^x»nding. 

Q.  When  was  it  that  you  advised  him.  Senator? — A.  Well,  it  was 
some  time  after  that  letter  of  mine  addressed  to  the  committee  when 
I  realized  that  we  were  not  to  have  a  hearing. 

Q.  Did  you  apply  to  any  other  member  of  the  committee  than  to 
Mr.  Foss? — A.  Oh,  no;  I  applied  only  to  the  chairman,  thinking  that 
the  proper  course  to  take. 

Q.  You  did  not  advise  him,  Senator,  did  you,  that  the  postal  cards 
should  be  sent  anonymously? — A.  Oh,  no;  tliat  question  was  not  con- 
sidered at  all. 

Q.  Or  that  they  should  be  mailed  from  New  York  instead  of 
Bridgeport? — A.  Oh,  no;  there  was  nothing  stated,  as  I  have  said. 
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Q.  Do  you  see  anything  improper  in  submarine-boat  companies 
securing  the  publication  of  newspaper  or  magazine  articles  lauding 
its  wares  and  rather  decrying  those  of  the  other  companies? — A.  I  do 
not :  and  I  do  not  see  any  impropriety  in  sending  those  to  a  Member 
of  Congre^ss,  and  I  think  a  Member  of  Congress  would  be  a  very  im- 
proper member  of  the  Government  if  arguments  of  that  kind  unduly 
affected  him. 

Q.  Then  if  you  would  not  consider  it  improper  on  the  part  of  one 
torpedo-boat  company,  would  you  consider  it  improper  on  the  part  of 
another  torpedo-boat  company? — A.  Certainly  not.  iVnd  another 
thing,  I  do  not  consider  it  improper,  Mr.  Chairman — there  Xvas  some 
examination  here  about  talking  to  Members  of  Congress.  I  do  not 
f*on^ider  that  there  is  the  slightest  impropriety  in  any  man  who  has 
an  interest  depending  upon  Concessional  action  seeing  Members  of 
Confess  jx^rsonally  and  presenting  his  vie\vs  to  them.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  the  character  and  standing  of  any  Member 
of  Congress  to  think  that  he  would  be  unduly  influenced  by  such 
action. 

Q.  AVhat  would  you  think  of  the  propriety  of  a  representative  of 
a  torpedo-boat  company  or  any  other  concern  desiring  legislation  in 
inviting  Congressmen  to  take  dinners  with  him?— A.  \Vell,  I  have 
never  considered  it  possible  that  a  dinner  would  unduly  influence  a 
Member  of  Congress.  I  do  not  think  it  ever  influenced  my  action, 
and  I  have  taken  a  good  many  dinners  with  different  people  while  I 
was  in  Congress. 

Q.  You  understand,  Senator,  we  had  no  thought  of  asking  you  any- 
thing but  the  questions  about  the  one  letter.  That  is  all  that  the  com- 
mittee wanted  to  ask  you.  The  other  was  led  on  by  your  voluntary 
statements. — A.  I  just  made  those  statements  in  order  to  relieve  what 
'H^ems  to  be  two  questions  before  this  committee. 

Q.  You  stated,  Senator,  that  you  did  not  know  that  any  resolution 
of  this  kind  was  to  be  offered  ? — A.  Of  an}^  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Lilley's  testimony?^ — A.  No,  I  did  not;  but 
I  think  I  read  it. 

Q.  What  he  there  stated  as  to  conversations  with  yourself? — 
A.  Yes;  that  was  after  the  resolution  had  been  presented.  I  had  no 
talk  with  Mr.  Lilley  about  this  matter  prior  to  the  introduction  of 
ilie  resolution,  and  I  am  certain  that  if  any  officer  of  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  had  I  would  have  known  it,  because  they  were 
n»lying  upon  me  as  their  attorney. 

Q.  The  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Lilley  concerning  consultations 
with  yourself  was  suostantially  correct,  then? — A.  I  think  so,  ex- 
f^\)i  as  to  one  matter.  I  think  Mr.  Lilley  stated  in  his  testimony 
^hat  I  told  him  that  ex-Senator  Butler,  of  North  Carolina,  drafted 
the  provisions  in  the  Congressional  act  of  March  2,  1907,  which  was 
proposed  in  the  Senate.     I  do  not  think  I  made  that  statement. 

Q.  With  reference  to  Mr.  Butler? — A.  With  reference  to  Mr.  But- 
l"r.  I  may  have  inadvertently  made  it,  but  I  certainly  did  not  in- 
tend to,  becau.se  I  had  no  purpose ;  I  never  have  any  purpose  of  mak- 
in|r  any  statement  of  any  information  that  comes  to  me  even  in  a 
J^jnversational  way  with  another  attorney. 

Q.  Were  these  suggestions  which  you  made  to  Mr.  Lilley,  as  he  has 
te-tified,  all  or  any  of  them,  embodied  in  the  questions  which  he  has 
::«bsequently  submitted  to  this  committee? — A.  If  the  committee  de- 
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sires  it,  I  can  state  fully  as  to  all  of  my  connections  with  Mr.  Lilley 
after  the  introduction  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  I  am  asking  now  particularly  with  reference  to  the  suggestions 
and  the  questions  submitted  to  the  committee  to  be  submitted  to  the 
witnesses. — A.  I  have  read  over  the  questions  that  were  propounded 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Lilley  and  can  only  state  this :  I  did  suggest 
to  Mr.  Lilley  in  the  barest  outline  a  line  of  examination  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  certain  witnesses,  but  I  did  not  prepare  that  line  of  ques- 
tioning of  those  (juestions  which  he  propounded  to  the  committee. 

Q.  AMien  was  it  that  you  suggested  to  him  the  outline  of  the  ques- 
tions to  be  submitted,  or  did  that  occur  from  time  to  time  ? — A.  After 
the  resolution  of  the  investigation  had  been  introduced,  I  think^  Mr. 
Neff  said  to  me,  or  asked  me,  perhaps,  I  do  not  know  that  he  put 
it  in  any  other  way — asked  me  if  I  would  like  to  see  Mr.  Lilley,  and 
I  said  if  Mr.  Lilley  would  like  to  see  me  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see 
him.  This  matter  is  now  in  the  shape  where  it  may  very  seriously 
affect  the  interests  of  my  company,  and  Mr.  Neff  subsequently  told 
me  that  Mr.  Lilley  would  like  to  see  me.  I  went  to  see  Mr.  "Lilley 
at  the  Willard  Hotel.  Mr.  Lilley  seemed  to  be  very  much  at  sea  as 
to  what  he  ought  to  do.  I  told  him  the  first  thing  he  ought  to  do 
in  this  position  in  which  he  was  placed  before  the  House  was  to  get 
the  very  best  attornev  he  could,  and  I  suggested  some  home  attorney 
from  Connecticut.  Sir.  Lilley,  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  it  came 
about,  but  he  made  the  suggestion  as  to  whether  or  not  I  could  aid 
him  in  that  capacity.  I  told  him  I  knew  of  no  real  professional 
reason  why  I  could  not,  but  being  the  attorney  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,  I  would  not  care  to  accept  employment  at  his  hand?=. 
but  that  my  company  being  vitally  interested,  and  naturally  so,  in 
the  result  ot  this  investigation,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  discovering 
the  truth  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  charges  made,  that  any  assist- 
ance I  could  give  him  that  was  not  incompatible  with  my  relations 
to  my  own  company  I  would  be  very  glad  to  give  it.  On  that  Mr. 
Lilley  secured  from  Connecticut  two  attorneys  in  whom  he  seemed 
to  have  confidence.  They  came  down  here,  and  they  asked  me  to 
meet  them.  I  met  them,  and  1  made  several  suggestions  along  the 
line  of  Mr.  Lilley's  prosecution  of  the  investigation.  I  think  those, 
generally  speaking,  were  adopted  by  the  attorneys. 

Q.  That  was  before  any  of  the  hearings  by  this  committee? — 
A.  That  was  before  any  hearinff — let  me  see. 

Q.  At  all  events  before  Mr.  Lilley  took  the  witness  stand  ? — A.  Yes : 
why — I  think  so. 

Q.  That  is  according  to  his  statement? — A.  I  think  that  is  true. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Lilley  consulted  you  since  that  time? — A.  Yes;  on 
two  or  three  different  occasions. 

Q.  Can  you  state  when  and  where? — A.  I  think  on  one  other 
question  at  the  Willard  Hotel;  I  think  he  called  on  me  twice  at  my 
apartment  at  the  Wyoming  in  this  cit3%  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when? — A.  Oh,  I  can  not  pretend  to  remem- 
ber the  date.  It  was  during  the  progress  of  this  investigation,  and  as 
an  attorney,  although  not  employed  by  him,  I  advised  him  the  be^.  I 
could,  he  iiot  being  an  attornev,  as  to  his  procedure. 

Q.  bid  you  give  him  advice  at  those  times  as  to  the  qiiestions  to  be 
propounded  the  witnesses  at  these  hearino:s? — A,  Only  as  I  have 
stated.    T  gave  him  a  little  outline  in  the  briefest  possible  way  of  the 
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line  of  questioning  to  be  propounded  to  the  witnesses,  but  nothing 
further  than  thnt.  I  did  not  undertake  to  draft  a  long  series  of 
que-vtions  for  Mr.  Lilley.  The  questions  I  have  noticed  in  the  record 
that  were  propounded — the  long  list  of  questions — were  not  in  any 
way  drafted  by  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  whom  they  were  drafted? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  they  submitted  to  you  before  they  were  submitted  to  us, 
any  of  them? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  that  any  of  those  questions 
wen*  submitted  to  me,  although  there  may  have  been  on  one  occasion 
a  few  questions,  typewritten,  submitted  to  me.  My  recollection  is 
not  definite  on  that;  I  am  giving  it  to  you  the  best  I  can.  I  think 
perhaps  on  one  occasion  a  short  list  of  questions  was  presented  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  to  what  witnesses  they  related? — A.  No,  I 
do  not. 

Q.  By  whom  were  they  submitted? — A.  I  think  by  Mr.  Lilley;  yesj 
I  blow  if  they  were  at  all  they  were  by  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  Alone,  or  was  anyone  else  with  him  or  present  at  the  inter- 
view i — A.  I  am  not  sure  about  that.  Mr.  Neff  may  have  been  pres- 
ent. I  am  inclined  to  think  he  was,  if  they  were  submitted  to  me. 
My  recollection  upon  that  point  is  not  definite.  I  think  perhaps  no 
list  of  questions  was  presented  to  me. 

Q.  You  have  already  stated  that  you  declined  to  be  retained  by 
Mr.  Lilley?— A.  1  did. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  that  you  said  that  he  offered  you  a  retainer,  but 
he  spoke  to  you  about  retaining  you? — A.  There  was  no  offer  of 
retainer.  The  mere  suggestion  came  up — I  advised  him  to  get  coun- 
sel— the  mere  suggestion  came  up  as  to  whether  or  not  I  could  repre- 
^nt  him  before  this  committee. 

Q.  I  think  that  is  all.  We  intended  to  ask  you  merely  one  ques- 
tion al)out  the  letter. 

Mr.  LiLLP.Y.  May  I  submit  three  or  four  questions? 

The  Chairman.  Certainly. 

The  Witness.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  matter  of  the  propriety  of 
any  man  interested  in  legislation  in  Congress  seeing  Members  or 
•Irafting  bills  or  asking  an  mtroducticm,  or  that  sort  of  thing,  I  would 
like  to  Mibmit  here  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  (40^  X.  Y. 
lie]x>rt,  pp.  382  and  e3S7).  I  think  it  is  a  splendid  enunciation'of  the 
law  upon  thiit  subject.    It  has  been  handed  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  That  will  be  inserted  in  the  record. 

It  mnut  be  th^  right  of  every  citizen  who  is  interested  in  any  proposed  legls- 
iati«»D  to  employ  nn  agent  for  conii)€nsfttion  payable  to  him,  to  draft  his  blU 
Mul  explain  It  to  any  committee,  or  to  any  member  of  a  committee,  or  of  the 
i-uijilature.  fairly  and  openly,  and  ask  to  have  it  introduced:  and  contracts 
which  do  not  provide  for  more,  and  services  which  do  not  go  further,  In  our 
."Jdcnieut,  violate  no  jirinciple  of  law  or  rule  of  public  policy.  (Karl,  .7.,  in  Cliese- 
iTooRh  r.  (Vmover,  140  N.  Y.,  382,  387.) 

Q.  It  has  been  charged  here,  at  least  Mr.  Lilley  has  charged  to  this 
effect,  that  the  legislation  of  1907  was  conclusive,  by  which  we  under- 
stand him  to  mean  that  it  permitted  contracts  to  be  made  only  to 
the  Electric  Boat  Company.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  law  has  been 
held  otherwise  by  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  has  it 
not? — ^A.  The  amendment  that  was  reported  by  the  Senate  commit- 
tee on  that  bill  was  absolutely  conclusive.  As  reported  to  the  Senate, 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  provided  that  no  part  of 
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this  appropriation  was  to  be  expended  for  any  boat  that  does  not  in 
such  tests  prove  to  be  equal  in  all  respects,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  best  boat  owned  by  the  United  States 
or  under  contract  therefor.  Those  words,  "  in  all  respects,"  were 
stricken  out  in  the  Senate.  If  they  had  remained  in  the  bill,  the  pro- 
vision was  absolutely  exclusive,  because  it  was  a  matter  known  of  all 
men  that  there  was  only  one  boat  in  the  American  waters  to  compete, 
and  that  that  boat  was  necessarily  less  in  speed  than  the  new  boats 
about  completed  for  the  Government. 

Q.  Those  words  did  not  remain  in  the  bill  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  act  of  1907,  appropriating  for  submarines,  was  it,  or  was  it 
not,  exclusive  ? — A.  Well,  I  took  tne  contrary  position  in  my  argu- 
ment to  the  Attorney-General.  I  understood  that  ex- Attorney-Gen- 
eral Olney  insisted  that  it  was,  and  the  attorneys  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Company,  in  their  argument  presented  to  the  Attorney-General,  in- 
sisted that  it  was,  but  I  discover  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General  that  on  that  one  subject  I  knew  what  the  law  was. 

Q.  And  that  it  was  not  exclusive? — A.  And  that  it  was  not  ex- 
clusive. 

Q.  And  the  Electric  Boat  Company  did  secure  a  contract?  Each 
company  secured  one  or  more  contracts  ? — A.  Our  company  secured  a 
contract,  but  not  on  the  same  terms  or  conditions  of  the  other  com- 
panies. 

Q.  The  terms  and  conditions  are  a  little  too  technical  for  us,  and 
I  simply  want  to  know  whether  the  law  was  or  was  not  held  to  be 
exclusive. — A.  The  Attorney-General  and  myself  decided  that  it  was 
not. 

Q.  You  had  pretty  good  luck  with  the  Navy  Department  and  the 
Attorney-General's  Department  that  year? — A.  ISo;  I  had  pretty 
good  luck  with  the  Attorney-General.  The  other  people  had  all  the 
luck  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  You  were  able  at  least  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Attorney- 
General? — A.  Oh,  yes.  I  remember  asking  for  that  very  strenu- 
ously. I  was  wanting  that  in  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

Q.  And  after  he  had  given  his  opinion,  did  not  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  still  urge  that  thev  were  entitled  to  have  all  the  contracts? — 
A.  No.  You  undoubtedly  have  before  you  or  in  your  possession  mj 
letter  upon  that  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na\y,  or  possibly  it 
was  my  argument  presented  to  him  later,  and  which  was  taten  by  his 
stenographer  and  reduced  to  writing,  and  made  a  part  of  the  files 
of  the  Department.  Whichever  it  was,  I  insisted  with  all  the  force 
possible  that  tlie  best  thing  he  could  do  would  be  to  divide  the  boats 
equally  between  the  two  companies,  and  I  made  no  other 

Q.  I  am  not  referring  to  your  argumentj  but  the  Electric  Boat 
Company's  attorneys  insisted  on  them  having  the  whole  of  it? — 
A.  They  have  always  insisted  on  having  the  whole  thing. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  their  insistence  and  their  argument,  you  did 
get  one  contract  from  the  Navy  Department? — A.  They  got  seven 
on  the  basis  of  partial  payments,  as  the  work  went  on,  and  we  got 
one  on  the  basis  that  we  should  not  have  a  cent  until  we  had  com- 
pleted the  boat  and  performed  all  the  tests  and  met  all  our  guaranties. 

Q.  You  prevailed  upon  the  Naval  Department  to  that  extent? — 
A.  We  were  mighty  glad  to  get  that  one  little  chance  to  get  in. 
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Q.  And  having  secui-ed  that  you  thought  you  would  have  a  pretty 
irood  chance  if  the  law  were  left  open  this  year,  as  you  suggested? — 
A.  AVe  had  hopes. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  been  counsel  for  the  Lake  Boat  Company? — 
A.  My  best  recollection  is  that  it  was  after  the  last  Congressional 
campaign.  The  reason  I  know,  I  made  three  or  four  speeches  in 
Connecticut,  and  I  met  Congressman  Lilley  there  for  the  first  time, 
and  it  was  after  that  that  my  employment  began. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  spoken  to  or  consulted  with  reference 
to  the  introduction  of  any  resolution  in  this  Congress? — A.  No* 

Q.  By  anybody? — ^A.  No.  I  was  consulted  about  the  introduction 
of  a  bill  calling  for  an  appropriation  for  submarines.  I  think  I 
drafted  one  wmch  was  introduced,  which  simply  provided  for  a 
$2,000,000  appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  Who  introduced  the  bill? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  I  think  it 
was  Mr.  Sperry. 

Q.  That  was  a  separate  bill  and  not  a  provision  to  go  in  the  naval 
appropriation  bill? — ^A.  No;  it  was  a  separate  bill. 

The  Chaikman.  Are  there  any  other  questions  but  these,  Mr. 
Lilley? 

Mr.  LnxET.  No. 

Q.  There  is  one  question  I  would  like  to  ask,  and  that  is  whether 
Tou  have  been  counsel  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  at  any  time 
since  the  election  of  the  Fiftieth  Congress? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  any  relation  you  may  have  had  to  that  company  would 
have  referred,  if  to  any  Congress,  to  some  previous  Congress? — A. 
It  antedated  this  Congress. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  call  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

TESTIHONT  OF  SmON  LAKE. 

Simon  Lake  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined  testified  as 
follows: 
The  Chaibman.  Mr.  Olmsted  will  examine  the  witness. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted. 

Q.  You  are  a  resident  of  Bridgeport  ? — A.  Well,  I  am  hoping  to  be. 
I  have  been  living  abroad  for  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Q.  When  did  you  return? — A.  I  arrived  just  a  daj^  or  two  previous 
to  Christmas.  I  came  over  on  the  Mauretania;  I  think  she  sailed  on 
the  4th  of  December.     She  was  about  a  five-day  boat. 

Q.  From  what  point? — A.  From  Liverpool. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  abroad? — A.  I  had  been  abroad  that 
trip  since  last  spring. 

Q,  The  spring  of  1907?— A.  The  spring  of  1907. 

Q.  What  official  relation,  if  any,  do  you  sustain  to  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  ? — A.  I  am  president. 

Q.  You  have  been  for  some  little  time  in  pretty  hot  rivalry  or 
competition  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  About  fifteen 
jears,  I  think. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you,  assuming  that  in  that  competition  you 
must  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  other  boat  company,  whether  you 
Iwive  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  improper  expenditures  of  any 
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moneys  by  that  company  witli  reference  to  securing  Congr^J^ioiial 
legislation? — A.  Xo,  sir:  I  have  not. 

Q.  State  whether  you  have  knowledge  of  any  expenditure  by  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  or  its  officers  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
any  particular  officer  of  Congress. — A.  No.  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Or  the  defeating  of  any  Member  of  Congress  or  candidate  for 
Congress? — A.  No,  sir:    I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  such  expenditure  of  money 
or  any  attempt  at  electing  or  defeating  any  particular  Member  of 
Congress  by  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  attempt  by  any  torpedo  Ixiat 
company  to  secure  the  election  of  any  pei*son  as  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress?— A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  defeat  any  person  in  his  attempt  to  secure  his  election 
to  Congress? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  has  been  charged  here  by  Mr.  Lilley,  and  this  is  his  lan- 
guage: ''That  it  can  be  shown  upon  investigation  that  certain  iv])- 
resentatives  of  the  leading  newspapers  have  been  subsidized  and 
paid  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  for  favorable  newspaper  articles 
and  reports  in  favor  of  said  company."'  Have  you  any  knowleclgt^ 
upon  that  point? — A.  No  personal  knowledge,  only  what  I  have  read 
in  the  testimony  before  the  conmiittee. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  such  action  on  the  part  of  any 
other  torpedo  boat  company  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Or  any  activity  on  the  part  of  any  torpedo  boat  company  to 
secure  the  publication  of  newspaper  or  magazine  articles  favorable 
to  its  boats  or  unfavorable  to  the  boats  of  any  other  company? — A. 
I  can  only  speak  for  my  own  company.  AVe  have  always  pul)lishe<l 
such  matter  as  we  thought  was  ix^rtinent  to  the  subject  of  submarines, 
whereby  people  could  bo  enlightened  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  our 
type  of  boat. 

Q.  You  have  not  considered  it  improper  to  state  in  newspaper 
and   magazine  articles  the  merits  of  your  boat? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  if  in  any  particulars  the  other  boat  was  inferior,  you 
have  not  hesitated  to  say  so? — A.  We  have  not  hesitated  to  give'the 
facts  as  we  understood  them  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  any 
type  of  submarine. 

*  Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  Company  or  its  officers  or  of  the  Holland  Boat  Companv 
or  its  officers  in  connection  with  either  the  securing  of  legislation  by 
'^ongress  or  contracts  from  the  Navy  Department? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  know  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him? — A.  I  met  Mr.  Lilley  twice 
only.  The  tir>{  time  was  an  introduction,  and  I  don't  remembt^r — 
it  was  sometime  after  I  arrived  in  the  country  this  last  time. 

Q.  And  that  was  when? — A.  I  should  inuigine  sometime  in  Jan- 
uary or  February  this  year.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  in  Jan- 
uary. 

Q.  What  was  the  subject  of  the  interview  at  that  time? — A.  We 
had  no  interview  at  that  time.  It  was  simply  an  introduction  in  the 
Secretary's  office.  Mr.  Lilley  had  been  in  to  see  the  Secretary,  and 
I  was  inlroduced  to  him  when  he  cauie  out. 

Q.  The  Secretary  of  the  Na\7'? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  By  whom  were  vou  introduced? — A.  I  don't  remember  that. 
I  was  in  the  outside  oflice.  I  was  not  in  the  Secretary's  office  at  all. 
lie  came  out  and  I  was  introduced  to  him. 

Q.  \Miat  was  the  purpose  of  your  call  at  the  Department  ? — A.  We 
v.iTe  negotiating  at  that  time  with  the  Navy  Department  in  trying 
to  NiH-ure  a  contract. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Lilley  upon  that  sub- 
JH;t  t — A.  I  do  not  recall  it.  I  do  not  think  we  had  any  conversation 
at  all.    I  think  it  was  merely  an  introduction. 

Q.  TMien  did  you  afterwards  meet  him? — A.  Afterwards  I  called 
on  Mr.  lilley  at  New  Haven.  After  I  learned  that  this  exclusive 
provision  had  passed  the  Naval  Committee,  in  view^  of  the  fact  that 
we  had  been  for  many  years  trying  to  secure  a  business  and  finally 
had  got  one  contract  oti  what  we  considered  rather  harsh  conditions, 
in  view  of  the  development  of  the  submarine  abroad,  and  in  view  of 
ovir  previous  efforts  here  in  this  countrj''  to  secure  favorable  considera- 
tion for  our  boats,  I  learned,  much  to  my  surprise,  that  this  year's 
appropriation,  as  passed  the  Naval  Committee,  continued  the  ex- 
«hi>ive  legislation  which  has  existed  for  so  many  years  practically, 
•ind  that  we  would  be  cut  out.  We  had  just  made  a  contract  which 
mlled  on  us  for  some  further  expenditure  of  some  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  show  the  merits  of  our  type  to  the  United 
States  Government,  and  naturallv  I  felt  very  much  disappointed, 
and  I  tried  to  see  Mr.  Lilley  in  ^Vashington,  as  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Naval  Committee.  I  wanted  to  get  a  confirmation.  And  I  found 
that  he  had  gone  to  Connecticut.  I  tried  to  reach  him  at  Waterbury, 
i)ut  he  was  busj'  and  I  was  not  able  to  see  him.  He  stated  he  would 
U»  up  in  New  Haven  the  following  day.  I  called  on  him  and  asked 
hini  if  it  was  a  fact  that  the  Naval  Committee  had  passed  such  an 
»'\rlnsive  or  made  such  an  exclusive  provision,  and  he  admitted  that 
it  was.  Well,  I  said,  that  being  the  ciise,  if  it  passes  the  House  and 
S<'imte,  it  set*ms  to  me  that  it  would  Iw  very  foolish  for  the  Lake 
Boat  Company  to  further  continue  efforts  for  recognition  in  the 
Vnited  States.  That  was  about  the  substance  of  the  conversation. 
I  iK^lieve  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  it  would  pass  the  House.  I 
think  he  gave  rather  a  noncommittal  reply.  In  fact,  I  got  very  little 
satisfaction  from  him  fi'om  my  point  of  view  in  the  conversation. 

Q.  What  date  was  that  intei-A-iew  with  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  the  date.  I  may  have,  because  I  learned  at  the 
Hotel  Willard  where  he  wu<  to  be. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  lenrn^ — A.  From  Mrs.  Lilley.  I  sent  my 
'  jml  up  a  couple  of  times,  and  Mrs.  Lilley  told  me  he  was  going  to 
C<nmecticut  and  told  me  Avhere  I  would  be  likely  to  reach  him. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reach  him? — A.  I  reached  him  eventually  at 
New  Haven. 

Q.  At  what  point  in  New  Haven? — A.  I  am  trying  to  think — the 
N>w  Haven  House. 

Q.  A  hotel  by  that  name  ? — A.  A  hotel ;  I  am  not  sure.  I  made  a 
memorandum  at  the  time  [referring  to  memorandum].  This  is  a 
memorandum  made  at  that  time.  ''  Wallingford,  Saturdav  night. 
Waterbury,  until  then.     New  Haven,  Monday  and  Tuesday.'* 

Q.  What  date? — ^A.  It  does  not  give  any  date. 

Q.  Can  you  state  what  date  it  was? — A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not.  My 
rp(X)llection  of  dates  is  very  bad  indeed.    My  facts  I  am  pretty  sure  or. 
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Q.  Was  it  this  month  of  April? — ^A.  It  was,  I  think,  immediately 
after  the  Naval  Committee  had  acted ;  it  was  probably  the  Saturday 
following  the  action  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

Q.  After  the  vote  of  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  submarine  ap- 
propriation?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  learn  of  the  action  of  the  Naval  Committee  ? — ^A. 
Mr.  Neff  informed  me,  and  I  had  a  copy  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  show  it  to  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  No;  I  do  not  think  Mr. 
Lilley  was  aware  I  had  a  copy. 

Q.  Had  his  resolution  calling  for  an  investigation  been  offered  at 
that  time  or  not? — A.  Oh,  no;  no.  The  resolution,  I  think,  followed 
quite  a  little  time  after  that.  I  know  that  I  felt  rather  disap^inted 
at  what  I  considered  Mr.  Lilley's  lukewarmness  to  one  of  his  con- 
stitutents,  as  we  considered  ourselves  one  of  his  constituents,  and  I 
immediately  came  down  and  made  a  provision  to  start  a  propaganda 
of  my  own  to  see  if  I  could  not  educate  the  Members  of  Congress  up 
to  the  point  of  recognizing  the  merits  of  the  Lake  type  of  boat- 

Q.  '\\niat  sort  of  a  propaganda  did  you  institute? — A.  First,  we 
sent  out  a  number  of  catalogues  that  I  had  prepared — I  presume  all 
you  gentlemen  have  received  them — called  "  Submarine  Torpedo 
Boats."  I  think  the  next  thing  was  these  postal  cards.  That  came 
about  in  this  way :  I  was  at  Bridgeport,  in  tne  Algonquin  Club,  talk- 
ing over  the  difficulties  of  getting  the  merits  of  our  type  of  boat  before 
people,  and  the  Members  of  Congress,  and  the  Senate,  and  the  naval 
officers,  and  I  think  one  of  our  directors,  Captain  Wallace,  or  it  may 
have  been  Mr.  Foster,  our  counsel,  we  were  talking  the  matter  over 
there,  and  he  recited  the  circumstances  about  some  kind  of  an  exhibi- 
tion, with  a  card — the  old  home,  I  think  it  was,  in  Bridgeport — ^and 
that  one  of  the  men  there  had  started  sending  out  postal  cards,  one  after 
the  other,  to  call  attention  of  the  different  people  that  they  wanted 
to  interest  in  the  old-home  week  at  Bridgeport,  and  that  day  by  day 
he  sent  one  card  out  and  followed  it  up  the  next  day,  so  as  to  keep  it 
continually  before  the  mind,  and  I  thought  that  it  might  be  a  good 
idea  to  adopt  that  inethod,  and  it  occurr^  to  me  that  in  that  way  we 
would  be  able  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Members  of  Congress  the 
fact  that  all  important  foreign  governments  were  to-day  Duilding 
boats  of  what  is  generally  considered  the  Lake  even-keel  type,  the 
type  of  boats  that  I  introduced  to  this  Government  in  1893. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  sign  your  name  or  the  name  of  your  company 
to  these  cards  ? — A.  It  was  not  at  all  necessary.  Anyone  who  reads 
would  know  it  was  from  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Why  was  it  mailed  from  New  York  instead  of  Bridgjeport? — 
A.  For  the  purpose  of  getting  them  out  as  quickly  as  possible.  At 
that  time  I  expected  the  naval  bill  would  come  up  at  any  moment. 
I  did  not  have  the  material  with  me.  I  knew  that  Mr.  Skerrett  in 
New  York  had  it.  He  has  been  collecting  material  having  to  do  with 
submarines  I  know  for  a  great  many  years;  in  fact,  I  think  he  is 
collecting  material  with  the  idea  of  publishing  a  book. 

Q.  What  material  did  he  have? — A.  I  knew  that  he  had  photo- 
graphs of  these  foreign  boats,  and  I  did  not  have  them.  I  have  copies 
of  them  in  London,  but  they  were  not  available.  I  knew  that  he  had 
certain  opinions  among  his  data  which  he  has  been  collecting  for 
years— opinions  of  high  foreign  officers  in  regard  to  the  merits  of 
the  different  types  of  submarines — and  I  think  I  immediately  went  to 
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the  phone  right  there  in  the  club,  if  not,  very  shortly  afterwards, 
at  least,  and  called  him  up  and  gave  him  an  outline  of  what  I  wanted 
him  to  do, 

Q.  WTio  prepared  the  text  and  printed  matter  that  was  on  the 
postal  cards? — A.  I  had  two  or  three  conversations  with  him  over 
the  phone  in  regard  to  that.  I  wrote  out  a  rough  draft  and  then 
n>a(l  it  to  him,  so  that  he  would  get  the  general  idea,  and  I  had  in 
my  mind  the  opinions  expressed  in  Suter's  book,  etc.,  and  I  told  him 
I  wanted  him  to  start  in  wath  the  A8^  which  is  very  similar  to  the 
Octopus  in  this  country,  a  type  of  boat  which,  like  all  the  earlier 
diving  types  of  boats,  lacked  stability  to  such  a  great  extent  that  while 
running  on  the  surface  with  considerable  reserve  buoyancy  she  might 
unexpectedly  dive  and  drown  her  entire  crew.  To  start  up  with 
that  boat  and  follow  it  up  by  showing  the  fact  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment  

Q.  Did  you  prepare  this  text  or  who  did? — A.  I  simply  read  off 
to  him  this  rough  sketch,  and  then  left  it  to  him  ,yery  largely.  He 
u-ed  his  own  judgment,  simply  following  out  my  general  instructions. 

Q.  You  gave  him  the  general  idea,  and  he  prepared  the  text? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  haste  about  that  first  postal  card  which  lead  to 
Tour  telling  it  to  him  over  the  phone ;  why  not  write  to  him  ? — A. 
The  naval  oill.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  they  had  passed  the  pro- 
vision, I  was  expecting  it  to  come  up  at  almost  any  minute.  I  was 
in  Bridgeport,  I  think ;  in  fact,  I  know  I  was  in  Bridgeport,  because 
I  remember  the  circumstance  of  discussing  it  at  the  club,  and  I 
T^anted  him  to  get  them  out  as  quickly  as  possible  and  send  them  out 
to  the  Members.  That  is  my  recollection  of  it,  so  they  would  receive 
them  before  the  matter  would  come  up  before  Congress  for  voting. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  first  one  w^as  sent  was  it;  how  long  was 
it  prior  to  that  that  you  had  instructed  him  to  prepare  the  postal 
cards? — A.  I  think  some  time,  because  I  know  I  was  rather  aisap- 
pointed  that  he  did  not  get  them  out  sooner.  I  think  the  second  time 
had  been  sent  out,  and  then  I  heard  'of  Mr.  Lilley's  resolution,  and 
then  I  stopped  it.  I  said,  "  Look  here,  that  is  interfering  with  my 
plans,  and  I  think  we  had  better  haul  off  a  while,  because  it  will  be 
dead  matter;  if  they  do  not  take  any  action,  I  think  it  will  probablj 
be  dead  matter,  and  the  Members  will  forget  all  about  it  Avhen  it 
comes  up  to  vote."  And  they  were  simply  kept  in  abeyance  until  the 
naval  bill  was  reported. 

Q.  You  sent  one  out  after  you  noticed  the  resolution? — A.  Yes; 
but  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  introduced  his  resohition. 

Q.  You  sent  out  one  a  couple  of  days  after  that? — A.  Mr.  Skerrett 
bad  instructions  to  send  them  out  as  rapidly  as  they  were  prepared, 
and  I  think  there  was  one  sent  out  after  the  resolution  was  intro- 
du^'ed. 

Q.  That  was  sent  in  the  evening  after  he  had  introduced  his  reso- 
lution in  the  morning. — A.  I  stopped  it  as  soon  as  I  learned  of  it. 

Q.  He  says  he  called  you  up  by  telephone  the  same  day  and  said 
he  had  mailed  it.  You  did  not  stop  him  so  soon  but  that  he  mailed 
Jinother  the  next  day  ? — A.  I  think  he  must  have  been  referring  to  the 
?€cond  one. 

Q.  The  first  one  wa<5  the  one  he  was  asked  about  particularly. — 
A.  I  think  he  left  that  matter  with  his  secretary,  or  typewriter. 
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Q.  He  says  that  he  called  you  up  as  soon  as  he  mailed  the  first  one 
and  told  you. — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  he  called  me  or  I  called 
him.  But  I  know  that  as  soon  as  I  learned  of  this  resolution  I 
decided  to  stop  the  sending  of  the  cards.  If  he  states  that  he  calle<i 
me  in  regard  to  it,  that  is  probably  correct,  because  I  was  surpri5?e<l 
at  his  remarkable  memory  m  regard  to  details,  which  I  do  not  claim 
to  have. 

Q.  Mr.  Skerrett  testified  that  while  abroad  he  receive<l  certain 
papers  containing  certain  information  from  the  Navy  Department  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  papers  that  you  forwarded  to  him  ? — 
A.  They  were  sent  to  me.  Ilou  are  referring  now,  I  presume,  to 
these  papers  which  he  had  afterwards  published. 

Q.  The  papers  from  the  Naval  Department  which  are  considered 
of  a  secret  nature? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  refused  to  give  them  to  Con- 
gress in  response  to  a  resolution. — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that.  I  say  I  had  been  abrorid  for  the  past  four  years.  Those  papers 
came  to  me.  They  came  to  me  from  our  Bridgeport  office.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  party  who  was  in  charge  here,  Mr.  Baker, 
sent  them  to  me  at  Berlin. 

Q.  You  were  in  Berlin,  were  you  ? — A.  I  was  in  Berlin,  and  there 
was  nothing  that  I  considered  especially  secret  about  them.  They 
were  not  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  boats. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Baker? — A.  Mr.  Baker  is  one  of  our  engineers. 

Q.  Is  he  still  there? — A.  He  is  in  I^ndon  at  the  present  time.  He 
is  in  charge  of  our  I^ondon  office. 

Q.  You  received  them  in  Berlin  ?  Any  letter  with  them  ? — A.  Yes, 
I  do  not  remember  anything  about  it  except  this  comment:  "You 
will  be  interested  in  finding — in  learning  that  Captain  Taylor's  ex- 
periments bear  out  the  result  of  your  own  investigations  in  regard  to 
the  best  form  of  submarine  boat — that  is,  the  safest  form  of  subma- 
rine boat."    That  is,  in  substance,  all  I  recollect. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  them? — A.  Mr.  Skerritt  says  they  came 
over  to  his  office  by  messenger.  I  presume  he  refers  to  our  office  boy. 
He  probably  picked  them  up  on  my  desk  and  took  them  over  to  Mr. 
Skerritt,  who  had  charge  of  our  general  department  where  we  colle<!t 
all  information  possible  in  regard  to  submarines. 

Q.  Did  the  office  boy  generally  pick  up  papers  in  your  office  and 
cany  them  to  Mr.  Skerritt  without  instructions? — A.  Anything  in 
regard  to  that.  Anything  that  would  apply  to  his  particular  depart- 
ment he  would.  I  had  entirely  forgotten  the  circumstance  until  I 
learned  that  it  had  been  published,  and  the  result  was  a  disagreement 
between  Mr.  Skerritt  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  that  ii^ 
the  thing  which  really  led  to  his  resignation  from  the  company.  I 
was  very  much 

Q.  That  was  the  fault  of  the  office  boy  wasn't  it?  You  ought  to 
have  discharged  the  office  boy. — A.  I  did  not  consider  it  was  a  proper 
thing  to  publish.  Not  because  I  considered  it  especially  secret,  but 
I  did  not  consider  it  pro]:)er  for  one  person  to  publish  the  results  of 
another  man's  scientific  investigations.  I  considered  if  Captain  Taj'- 
lor  wished  to  give  that  information  to  the  public  he  was  entitled  to 
give  it  over  his  own  name.    It  is  very  common  for  officials  having  to 
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do  with  exi^erimental  basins,  such  as  Captain  Taylor  has,  to  give  that 
information  out  to  the  scientific  world. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Skerritt's  statement  as  to  his  retirement  from  your 
company  being  voluntary  because  he  did  not  like  to  live  abroad  any 
longer,  that  is  not  entirely  accurate  ? — A.  Well,  that  I  presume  was 
partly  the  case.  Becoming  rather  dissatisfied  there  as  well,  but  1 
think  we  had  the  discussion  of  this  matter  in  London,  after  I  had  re- 
*tumed,  after  learning  that  it  had  been  published.  I  have  not  read 
the  article. 

Q.  Did  you  discharge  him? — A.  No:  I  did  not  discharge  him.  I 
said  we  had  rather  a  warm  discussion  in  regard  to  the  matter.  1  went 
to  St.  Petersburg.  I  received  that  notification  in  St.  Petersburg  that 
he  would  resign  at  the  expiration  of  his  year. 

Q.  But  you  are  still  on  pretty  good  terms? — A.  We  are  at  the 
present  time,  but  for  a  matter  of  a  couple  of  months  I  think  we  were 
on  rather  unfriendly  terms. 

Q.  A\Tien  did  you  get  on  friendly  terms  again? — A.  I  think  pre- 
vious. He  I'emained  with  the  company  some  months  after  that.  He 
did  not  leave  until  the  expiration  of  his  year,  which  was  the  12th  of 
November,  I  think,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  this  state  of  things 
arose  after  my  return  from  my  visit  to  the  States. 

Q.  He  remained  with  you  until  the  end  of  the  year? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  would  still  call  on  him  whenever  you  wanted  anything 
in  his  line? — A.  Yes;  knowing  he  has  the  data,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
call  on  him  for  any  information  I  want. 

Q.  Where  did  he  say  these  reports  came  from  ?  How  did  they  come 
to  your  office  in  Bridgeport  from  Mr.  Baker? — A.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge in  regard  to  that.  Mr.  Baker  was  formerly  in  the  Navy  De- 
rirtment,  and  he  had  been  there  for  some  years,  but  how  he  got  them 
do  not  know  anything  about. 

Q.  He  was  in  Berlin! — A.  No ;  he  was  in  Bridgeport.  Mr.  Baker 
was  in  Bridgeport  at  the  time  they  had  this  test. 

Q.  Had  Baker  been  in  the  Navy  Department? — A.  Oh,  yes;  for  a 
year  or  two. 

Q.  WTien  did  he  leave  the  Navy  Department? — A.  He  came  with 
us — this  is  only  approximately  now,  because  it  is  coming  to  the  ques- 
tion of  dates — I  think  he  came  with  us  perhaps  some  time  early  in 
1905;  it  may  have  been  1906. 

Q.  Came  from  the  Naw  Department  direct  to  your  company  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Who  employed  him? — A.  Mr.  Peacock,  our  chief  constructor, 
^nployed  him.  He  had  been  with  Mr.  Peacock  in  the  Columbian  Iron 
Works,  and  I  think  also  some  other  shipyards. 

Q.  What  pay  did  he  get  from  your  company? — A.  We  paid  him 
$3,500  a  year. 

Q.  What  were  his  duties? — A.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  construc- 
tion work  at  Newport  News.  Mr.  Peacock  went  abroad  to  continue 
the  construction  of  boats  which  we  were  building  there,  and  he  rec- 
ommended that  Mr.  Baker  take  his  place. 

Q.  WTiat  department  of  the  Navy  did  he  come  from? — A.  The 
Bureau  of  Construction,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  he  while  in  the  Navy  furnish  your  company  with  papers — 
copies  of  papers? — A.  No;  that  is  the  only  communication  that  T  ever 
remember  receiving  from  him. 
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Q.  I  mean  while  he  was  in  the  Navy  Department? — A.  Oh,  no; 
never.  I  knew  Mr.  Baker  years  ago.  lie  was  at  the  Columbian  Iron 
Works  when  I  was  building  my  first  boat,  the  Ar(/onaut,  there  in  181)tj. 
I  knew  Mr.  Baker  there,  and  I  had  not  seen  him  from  that  time  until 
he  came  down  to  Newport  News. 

Q.  Did  he  come  down  to  seek  employment  in  your  company  ? — A. 
No;  Mr.  Peacock  communicated  with  him. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Peacock  ever  been  in  the  Navy  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Peacock? — A.  Mr.  Peacock  is  in  Bridgeport  at 
the  present  time. 

Q.  What  are  his  initials? — A.  Edward  L. 

Q.  He  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  company? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is 
our  chief  constructor.  Mr.  Peacock  was  in  St.  Petersburg,  I  think, 
at  the  time  those  pai)ers  were  received  in  Berlin.  I  doubt  if  he 
knows  anything  at  all  about  it.  1  am  mistaken  about  that^  because 
I  remember  now  tliat  when  he  returned  to  Berlin  I  called  his  atten- 
tion to  these  papers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  pay  irr.  Baker  received  while  he  was  in  the 
Navy? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  are  his  initials  ? — A.  Frederick,  I  think. 

Q.  Is  he  now  at  Bridgeport  i — A.  No;  he  is  in  London  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Q.  At  Bridgeport  his  work  was A.  He    was    constructor    in 

charge  in  this  country. 

Q.  He  was  not  in  charge  of  the  correspondence  or  the  keeping  of 
the  books  of  the  company  in  any  way  was  he  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  AVasn't  it  a  little  peculiar  that  he  should  forward  the  papers 
to  you  from  the  Navy  Department  to  your  company? — A.  These 
were  purely  technical  papers  that  would  not  go  to  the  bookkeeping 
department  at  all. 

Q.  You  say  you  received  that  from  Mr.  Baker,  accompanied  by  a 
letter  f-  -A.  i  am  under  the  impression  it  was  from  Mr.  Baker;  I 
won't  ])e  sure  about  that. 

Q.  From  somebody  at  Bridgeport? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was 
Mr.  Baker. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Skerrett  stated,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  they  wei'e 
forwarded  from  Bridgeport  direct  to  him,  and  he  received  them  in  an 
envelope  without  any  indication  as  to  where  they  came  from. — A.  I 
think  he  was  referring  to  some  other  information  which  he  received: 
not  to  these  papers  which  I  have  referred  to. 

Q.  No;  he  was  referring  to  these  papers  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment.— A.  My  recollection  of  his  testimony  is  different  from  that. 
I  think  he  stated  that  he  received  these  papers  from  me,  that  I  had 
sent  them  over  in  the  usual  course,  referring  to  Captain  Taylor's 
papers.     Perhaps  we  are  referring  to  two  different  things. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  Captain  Taylors  papei-s? — A.  They 
were  the  papers  that  we  had  the  disagreement  about,  showing  the 
different  models  which  were  treated  here  on  an  experimental  basis. 

Q.  They  were  the  papers  that  the  Navy  Department  had  refused 
to  give  out? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  had  ever  been  asked  for; 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Thev  were  tli?  ones,  at  all  events,  that  you  thought  ought  not  to 
be  printed  ? — A.  On  the  ground  that  they  had  been  Captain  Taylors 
own  ^^ork  and  that  if  they  were  to  be  given  to  the  public  that  he 
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should  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  it.  There  is  hardly  a  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Naval  Architects  but  what  some  information  of  that 
kind  is  given  formally  to  the  public  for  the  benefit  of  all  shipbuilders, 
etc, 

Q.  And  how  do  you  suppose  Mr.  Baker  would  get  those  papers? — 
A.  I  haven't  any  idea. 

Q.  He  being  a  party  engaged  in  the  construction  of  boats A.  I 

havent'  any  idea.     I  have  a  theory. 

Q.  Wliat  is  your  theory? — A.  My  theory  is  that  Mr.  Baker  was 
employed  down  here  in  the  Xavy  Department  for  I  don't  know  how 
long.  I  believe  he  at  one  time  held  a  commission.  He  w^as  in  the 
war.  Spanish  war,  and  held  a  commission ;  I  believe  he  was  an  engi- 
neer on  one  of  the  monitors  and  went  out  to  Manila.  He  was  taken 
verv'  sick  there  with  some  kind  of  a  fever,  and  I  simply  think  that 
perhaps  he  has  a  number  of  friends  down  here  that  thought  he  would 
be  interested  in  receiving  that  information,  because  it  bore  out  the- 
fact 

Q.  Who  would  be  his  friends,  probably  ? — A.  I  have  not  the  least 
idea. 

Q.  Who  would  be  taking  papers  from  the  secret  files  of  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  1  have  not  the  least  idea.  I  do  not  know  that 
they  were  secret.  As  I  say,  it  was  simply  a  scientific  subject,  and  I 
can  not  see  any  great  harm  in  publishing  them.  They  were  simply 
c<^rtain  curves  showing  the  tendency  of  the  boat  to  dive  by  the  head, 
etc. 

Q.  It  was  rather  interesting  to  get  onto  those  curves,  wasn't  it? — 
A.  It  was  very  interesting.  The  principal  interest  to  me  was  that 
he  had  arrived  at  the  same  conclusions  that  I  had,  and  the  super- 
structure, which  is  one  of  the  features  of  our  type  of  boats,  is  the 
ndvantage. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  was  somebody  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment who  had  been  supplying  information  in  which  they  thought 
you  or  Mr.  Baker  or  the  Lake  Boat  Company  would  be  interested? — 
A.  As  I  have  said,  my  theory  is  that  some  of  his  friends  simply  sent 
iheni  to  him,  thinking  that  he  would  be  interested  in  the  result  of 
these  scientific  experiments.     That  is  practically  what  they  were 

Q.  They  knew. that  he  was  employed  by  the  Lake  Torped<j  Boat 
Company? — A.  I  presume  they  must  have. 

Q.  And  his  interest  in  those  experiments  would  flow  from  his  in- 
len»st  in  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — A  They  were  Govern- 
ment experiments  made,  I  understand,  on  an  experimental  basis  as 
I«rovided  for  that  purpose,  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  certain  experi- 
iiionts  for  the  benefit  of  shipbuilders  at  lar^e. 

Q.  His  interest  in  the  question  arose  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
building  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Companj'^? — A.  Submarine 
I'oats  and  as  we  were  hoping  to  build  submarine  boats  for  the  ITnited 
States  Government,  and  it  was  something  developed  by  the  United 
States  Government,  I  presume  his  friends,  if  such  they  were,  thought 
we  were  as  much  entitled  to  them  as  anyone  else. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anyone  else  that  got  them  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  his  friends  are  in  the  Navy  Department  ? — 
I  do  not  know  a  single  friend  or  acquaintance  of  his 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  what  else  is  there  m  this  propaganda  to  which  you 
refer  except  the  postal  cards  and  the  articles  in  the  Scientific  Ameri- 
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can  and  in  the  Harper's  Weekly? — A.  The  article  in  the  Harper's 
Weekly  I  do  not  know  anything  about ;  I  have  never  seen  it. 

Q.  The  Scientific  American! — A.  The  Scientific  American  I  di<l 
not  know  anything  about  until  after  it  was  published. 

Q.  You  were  not  displeased  with  it? — A.  No;  I  was  not.  I  think 
it  is  the  best  article  that  I  have  ever  read  in  i-egard  to  the  develop- 
ment of  submarines  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  You  had  no  unpleasantness  with  Mr.  Skerrett  about  it  i — A.  In 
regard  to  that :  no,  sir.  I  felt  after  reading  it  that  the  company  had 
perhaps  made  a  mistake  in  accejjting  his  resignation,  although  of 
coui'se  he  could  not  have  written  that  if  he  had  been  identified  with 
the  company.     That  is  simply  my  personal  feeling  in  the  matter. 

Q.  A\hat  other  publications  were  there? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
with  the  exception  of  the  last  day  or  so  we  have  sent  out  a  letter  with 
a  circular  containing  various  naval  acts.  The  letter  was  sent  out 
over  my  si^ature. 

Q.  A  prmted  statement? — A.  A  printed  statement  in  regard  to 
different  naval  acts. 

Q.  Who  prepared  the  statement  in  regard  to  the  naval  acts? — A. 
That  statement  was  prepared  down  here.  I  do  not  know.  I  sent 
the  letter  in  the  rough  from  Bridgeport  down  for  Senator  Thurston's 
revision. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  can  state  there,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  that  was 
taken  from  my  brief  that  I  presented  to  the  Attorney-Greneral. 

Q.  I  have  never  received  the  statement  and  I  have  not  looked  at  it. 
It  is  a  statement  of  the  legislation,  is  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  your  companv  has  caused  considerable  information 
to  go  out  to  the  newspapers  of  late,  has  it  not  ? — A.  Our  company  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Since  this  investigation  has  started  I  have  refused  to 
be  interviewed  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  think  I  may  perhaps  have 
^ven  one  very  brief  interview ;  that  is  all.  We  have  not  given  any 
information  to  the  papers.  Various  newspapers  have  been  sending 
their  representatives  and  I  have  been,  I  think,  consistent  in  refusing 
to  give  information  to  any  of  them.  I  do  not  recall  any  at  the  present 
time. 

Q.  'Who  is  sending  out  the  postal  cards  now? — A.  They  are  now 
being  sent  out  from  our  Washington  office. 

Q.  Who  sends  them  out? — A.  By  Mr.  Neff  and  Mr.  Shultz,  and 
we  have  also  employed  some  girls  from  the  stenographer's  office  to 
assist. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Shultz  ? — A.  Mr.  Shultz  is  mv  secretarv. 

Q.  What  is  his  full  name?— A.  William  H.' 

Q.  Is  he  employed  here  in  Washington  or  simply  with  you  while 
you  are  here  ? — A.  No ;  he  travels  with  me  wherever  I  go. 

Q.  All  this  information  that  is  being  published  particularly  in 
Connecticut,  do  you  know  from  whom  that  comes? — A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  read  the  Connecticut  papers? — A.  I  see  them  when  I 
am  home.  I  do  not  receive  any  copies  of  them  here ;  local  Bridgeport 
papers*  that  is  all. 

Q.  State  what  attornovs — we  understand  Senator  Thurston  is  your 
?onnsel  here — what  attorneys  are  employed  by  your  company? — A. 
The  company  has  no  other  attornev.  Oh,  yes;  I  am  mistaken — I 
mean  here  in  Washington — with  re:ference  to  Washington.     I  think 
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Beers  &  Foster  are  our  Bridgeport  attorneys,  simply  have  to  do  with 
local  matters. 

Q.  What  are  their  full  names? — A.  Carl  Foster,  Judge  Beers;  I  do 
not  know  his  full  name. 

Q.  So  you  have  no  other  counsel  ? — A.  The  company  has  no  other 
counsel. 

Q.  And  no  other  counsel  in  Washington? — ^A.  No  other  counsel 
in  Washington. 

Q.  Who  has  counsel,  then,  if  the  company  nas  not? — A.  I  have 
Mr.  Whitnev,  who  was  most  of  the  time  with  me  abroad. 

Q.  Mr.  F.  B.  Whitney?— A.  Mr.  F.  B.  Whitney  is,  you  might 
say,  my  private  counsel  in  some  other  matters  I  am  connected  with, 
ubmarine  engineering  and  mining  matters. 

Q-  He  is  the  Mr.  Whitney  mentioned  by  Mr.  Skerritt  as  the  one 

from  whom  he  received A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Whitney  received  that 

copy  from  me  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  it? — A.  I  have  already  stated  I  received 
it  from  Mr.  NeflP. 

Q.  You  sent  it  to  Mr.  Whitney? — A.  Mr.  Whitney,  I  think,  took 
a  copy  of  that  in  Bridgeport.  I  think  he  was  in  Bridgeport  at  the 
time.    My  recollection  is  not  entirelv  clear  on  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Whitney  is  connected  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany, isn't  he? — A.  No;  not  in  any  way.  Mr.  Whitney  is  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Lake  Submarine  Company,  which  is  a  conmier- 
cial  enterprise  having  to  do  with  various  submarine  writing  enter- 
prises and  submarine  mining,  and  so  forth. 

Q.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  owns  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Lake  Submarine  Company? — A.  No;  they  are  two  entirely  dis- 
tinct companies.    The  stockholders  have  no  connection  in  any  way. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Moody's  Manual  seems 
*.o  imply  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  owns  the  capital 
stock  or  are  subsidiary  companies. — A.  Yes;  that  is  not  the  Lake 
Submarine;  it  is  not  one  of  them.  The  four  companies  referred 
to  are  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  of  Russia,  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  of  England,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
of  Germany  ana  of  Italy. 

Q-  Who  is  the  president  of  those  companies? — A.  I  am  the  pres- 
ident of  them  all. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Whitney  connected  with  those  companies  in  any  way? — 
A.  No;  does  not  own  a  single  share  of  stock  and  is  not  associated 
or  connected  in  any  manner. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  been? — A.  At  one  time  he  was  vice-president  of 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  a  couple  of  years  ago.  I  think 
about  two  years  ago  he  resigned  his  position. 

Q.  Have  you  any  interest  in  the  Lake  Submarine  Company? — ^A* 
Yes;  I  am  the  president  of  that. 

Q.  The  controlling  interest  in  that  company  is  owned  by  the  same 
people  who  own  the  controlling  interest  m  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company? — ^A.  The  controlling  interest  is  owned  by  the  same  people; 
yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Whitney  is  the  president  of  that  company? — ^A.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney is  the  vice-president. 
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Q.  You  are  the  president? — A.  I  am  the  president.  The  business 
of  the  two  companies  is  entirely  distinct.  One  is  purely  commerdalf 
and  the  other  oi  course  has  to  do  only  with  Oovemment. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  commercial  ? — A.  The  recovering  of  cw- 
goes  from  sunken  wrecks  and  mine  enterprises  of  various  kmds,  va- 
rious submarine  engineering  problems. 

Q.  You  do  it  wim  boats  that  dive  or  submerge? — A.  Well,  that  is, 
we  control  the  right  rather.  The  Lake  Submarine  Company  con- 
trols the  right  to  use  all  of  my  inventions  relatingto  submarine  mat- 
ters in  the  commercial  field.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has 
only  the  right  to  use  my  inventions  for  Government  warfare  purposes. 
That  is  the  distinction. 

Q.  The  patents  stand  in  your  name  ? — A.  The  patents  stand  in  my 
name. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  half  past  2. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.) 

AFTER  RECESS. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess  at  2.30  o'clock 
p.  m. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Brous- 
sard. 

TESHHONY  OF  SIMON  LAKE— BecaUed. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  in  his  testimony  before  this  committee  Mr.  Lilley 
said ;  this  is  the  language :  '^  I  did  before  that  committee  propose  to 
show  that  money  had  been  used  to  influence  and  subsidize  the  public 
press  of  the  country  in  this  matter,  and  I  did  propose  to  show  that 
money  had  been  freely  used  by  these  two  companies  in  maintaining 
an  expensive  lobby  in  the  city  of  Washington  and  in  attempting  to 
bring  influence  and  pressure  to  bear  upon  members  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee from  certain  Congressional  districts,  in  order  that  their  votes 
might  thus  be  secured  in  favor  of  these  companies'  interests."  Do 
you  catch  that  long  question? — A.  I  catch  the  general  sense  of  it,  I 
think,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  show  it  to  you.  [Handing  testimony  to  witness.]  I  ask 
you  what  you  have  to  say  as  to  that. — A.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
we  have  never  used  a  penny  to  subsidize  the  public  press  or  to  influ- 
ence them  in  any  way.  Our  only  connection  with  the  public  press 
has  been  to  rive  such  information  as  we  saw  fit  in  regard  to  our  busi- 
ness, which  has  been  principally,  i^  fact,  entirely,  abroad.  We  have 
never  paid  a  penny  to  have  an  item  inserted  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  country.  As  far  as  maintaining  a  lobby  is  concerned,  we  have 
never  had  anyone  here  except  the  men  regularly  connected  with  our 
business,  and  have  at  the  present  time  one  man,  Mr.  NeflP,  who  looks 
after  the  distribution  of  circulars  and  meets  representatives  of  for- 
eign governments,  naval  attaches,  etc.  We  considered  it  advisable 
to  maintain  an  office  here  for  the  purpose  of  being  in  touch  with  some 
of  the  representatives  of  the  foreign  governments.  And  we  have 
never  attempted  to  bring  any  improper  influence  upon  any  members 
of  the  Naval  Committee.    We  try  to  give  members  of  the  Naval  Com- 
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miUee,  by  sending  them  literature  in  regard  to  our  boats,  etc.,  such 
information  as  we  felt  it  was  proper  for  them  to  have,  to  enable  them 
to  form  a  proper  judgment  m  regard  to  the  merits  of  our  type  ol 
boat. 

Q.  I  will  say,  Mr.  Lake,  that  I  had  reference  to  other  companies 
than  your  own  when  I  asked  you  the  question. — A.  I  know  nothing 
At  all  about  other  companies. 

Q-  There  is  one  branch  of  the  question  that  you  did  not  answer^ 
and  that  is  "  an  attempt  to  ii^fluence  and  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon 
members  of  the  Naval  Committee  in  certain  Congressional  districts, 
in  order  that  their  votes  might  thus  be  secured  in  favor  of  these 
companies'  interests." — A.  Personally,  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Q.  As  to  your  own  company,  you  say  nothing  of  the  kind  occur- 
red!— ^A.  No;  we  have  never  attempted  to  bring  improper  pressure 
to  bear  upon  Members  or  improper  influence.  We  have  not  hesi- 
tated to  advocate  our  goods  in  every  proper  way. 

Q.  Have  not  hesitated  to  impress  upon  members  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, or  Members  of  Congress  the  superiority  of  your  boat? — ^A. 
Except  by  circulars  and  writing  letters — what  I  considered  an  en- 
tirely proper  way. 

Q.  And  an  occasional  interview? — A.  I  have  been  abroad,  as  I 
say,  for  the  last  several  years,  and  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  had 
personal  interviews  with  Members  of  Congress.  Several  years  ago  I 
appeared  before  various  committees,  at  several  different  times. 

Q.  You  mentioned  Mr.  Whituey  a  little  time  ago  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  said,  I  think,  that  he  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake 
Submarine  Company? — A.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Lake  Sub- 
marine Company.  At  the  present  time  he  is  in  my  employ  person- 
ally aspersonal  attorney  to  look  after,  as  I  say,  the  various  inter- 
ests. We  have  various  companies.  We  have  just  recently  made  a 
contract  abroad  on  the  coast  of  Holland  and  he  has  had  charge  of 
preparing  the  contract,  etc..  in  connection  with  that. 

Q.  Is  his  office  in  Washington? — A.  He  has  an  office  in  Washing- 
ton; yes,  sir — ^in  the  Munsey  Building. 

Q.  Has  he  at  anv  time  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company? — ^A.  He  was  at  one  time  the  vice-president  of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q^  When  did  he  become  the  vice-president? — A.  That  is  a  question 
of  dates  again  now.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  must  have  been — ^I 
can  fix  that,  I  think,  somewhere  near;  I  think  it  must  have  been  some- 
time in  1904. 

Q.  And  what  had  he  been  doing  prior  to  that  time  ? — A.  Previous 
to  that  time  he  had  been  clerk  to  Sie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Q-  How  did  you  happen  to  select  him  as  the  vice-president  of  the 
boat  company? — A.  I  was  called  abroad,  and  I  felt  it  was  necessary 
to  have  some  one  here  who  imderstood  legislative  matters,  and  he  had 
e^ressed  quite  a  little  interest  in  the  submarine  boats.  I  occasion- 
tljy  went  to  the  Comimittee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  get  information 
when  I  first  came  to  Washington,  in  the  interest  of  my  boat.  I  had 
no  one  to  represent  me  at  all,  didn't  have  anyone  to  represent  me 
up  ontil  the  time  I  went  abroad,  but  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  go 
to  the  committee  to  get  such  information  as  was  available,  and  I 
tnet  Mr.  Whitney  in  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  jget  the  information  from  him? — ^A.  Yes;  the  informa* 
tioD  consisted  m  a  lot  of  public  documents  in  regard  to  hearings,  etc., 
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and  I  understood  he  was  the  proper  person ;  in  fact,  he  was  referred  to 
me — I  think  I  was  referred  to  him,  rather,  by  the  chairman  for  such 
documents. 

Q.  The  chairman  of  the  committee? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  known  Mr.  Whitney  before  he  became  vice- 
president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — ^A.  I  came  here  in 
1900,  I  think.  I  think  Mr.  Whitney  was  the  clerk  of  the  committee 
at  that  time,  and  I  attended  every  session  of  Congress  after  that  up 
until  the  time  I  went  abroad. 

Q.  In  that  way  you  saw  a  good  deal"  of  Mr.  Whitney  ? — A.  I  would 
not  say  a  good  deal  of  him ;  I  saw  him  perhaps  a  half  a  dozen  times. 

Q.  What  assistance,  if  any,  did  he  render  to  you? — ^A.  I  do  not 
think  he  rendered  me  any  assistance  except,  perhaps,  in  the  way  of 
advising  the  proper  coui-se  perhaps  to  pursue.  I  remember — about 
the  only  instance  I  remember  him  giving  advice  was  when  I  first  came 
down,  and  at  that  time  I  had  sent  a  number  of  letters  to  each  Mem- 
ber of  Congress  explaining  the  merits  of  the  type  of  boat,  and  in 
response  to  those  letters  I  received  a  great  many  replies  from  various 
Members  of  Congress  and  Senators.  I  received  a  telegram  from  Sen- 
ator Hale,  of  the  Senate  Naval  Committee,  asking  me  to  submit  a 
proposition  or  something  to  that  effect;  it  is  in  the  record.  I  called 
to  see  Senator  Hale,  and  he  told  me  that  it  was  too  late  to  do  any- 
thing this  session  of  Congress,  that  the  committee  had  practically 
made  up  their  bill  for  the  year  and  there  was  nothing  further  that 
could  be  done.  Then  I  thought  I  would  go  over  to  the  House  com- 
mittee. I  went  over  to  the  House  committee,  and  in  that  way  I  met 
Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  ^Vhitney,  I  think,  was  the  only  one  in  the  room 
at  the  time  is  my  recollection,  and  I  had  some  friends  with  me,  and  I 
told  him  I  would  like  to  meet  the  members  of  the  committee  and 
show  them  the  plans  of  the  type  of  boat  which  I  was  building.  Well, 
in  substance,  I  do  not  remember  just  exactly  the  conversation  except 
that  he  advised  me  the  proper  thing  to  do  was  to  see  my  Representa- 
tive. He  asked  me  where  I  was  from ;  I  told  him  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
He  said,  "  You  should  see  your  Member  of  Congress."  I  said,  "  I  do 
not  know  him."  I  think  he  asked  me  that  question  first,  and  I  think 
he  looked  it  up  for  me.  He  said,  "  E.  J.  Hill  is  jjrour  Representa- 
tive." I  said,  ^'  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Hill."  He  said,  "  That  does  not 
make  any  difference,  you  just  go,"  and  he  directed  nae  where  to  go, 
"  and  send  your  card  in  to  him  on  the  floor.  If  jou  are  from  Bridge- 
port he  will  probably  see  you ;  you  are  one  of  his  constituents,  and  if 
you  have  anything  to  do  before  the  committee  or  have  anything  to 
do,"  something  of  that  kind,  "  it  is  proper  that  he  should  see  you."  I 
sent  my  card  in  to  Mr.  Hill  and  he  saw  me.  I  told  him  what  I 
wanted,  and  I  think  he  arranged  for  a  hearing  before  the  committee. 
In  fact,  he  took  me  in,  as  I  recollect,  before  the  committee,  and  we 
had  some  little  general  conversation  the  first  time.  That  is  all  it 
amounted  to  the  first  year. 

Q.  Did  you  show  Mr.  Hill  the  letters  you  have  received  from  the 
Members  of  Congress,  or  any  of  them? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Whitney  a  stockholder  in  the  company? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  he  become  one? — ^A.  He  never  became  a  stockholder 
until  some  time  after  he  was  appointed  second  vice-president  of  the 
company.  He  then  purchased  some  stock,  and  when  he  resigned  he 
sold  the  stock. 
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Q.  That  was  about  1904  ? — ^A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  only 
way  I  can  identify  the  date  is  from  the  fact  when  I  went  abroad  I 
arranged  for  him  to  look  after  our  matters  here.  He  was  appointed 
second  vice-president  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  a  title  which 
would  enable  him  to  meet  representatives  of  foreign  governments 
with  some  standing. 

Q.  Now,  if  we  understand  you,  all  that  Mr.  Whitney  has  done  was 
to  give  ^ou  certain  reports? — ^A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Printed  slips? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  told  you  that  you  ought  to  become  acquainted  with  your 
Member  from  your  district? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  tnere  about  that  which  led  you  to  think  that  he  would 
be  a  good  man  to  take  charge  of  your  affairs? — A.  Nothing  esjpecial 
about  that  except  that  I  liked  his  general  appearance;  that  is  all; 
and  I  was  satisned  that  he  knew,  having  been  here  in  Washington; 
he  was  about  the  only  accjuaintance  I  had  here  in  Washington,  and  I 
felt,  as  I  had  been  carrying  on  the  fight  here  for  a  couple  of  years 
and  was  called  aboard — I  felt  that  it  was  proper  that  some  one  should 
continue  the  work  who  knew  legislative  methods ;  that  was  all. 

Q.  Then  what  was  he  employed  or  expected  to  do? — A.  He  was 
expected  to  meet  the  various  representatives  of  foreign  governments 
and  look  after  our  interests  at  that  time  here  in  case  there  was  any 
submarine  legislation  that  came  up.  In  other  words,  he  was  to  tie 
our  Washington  representative,  to  do  such  work  as  I  had  been  doing 
myself. 

Q.  Do  you  object  to  saying  what  compensation  he  was  to  receive 
or  did  receive? — A.  No;  we  gave  him  $5,000  a  year. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  continue  vice-president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  ? — A.  I  do  not  really  know.  I  should  say  some  time 
between  a  year  or  two  vears. 

Q.  And  then? — A.  And  then  he  resigned  and  conducted  his  own 
affairs,  I  presume.  He  was  out  of  the  company  altogether  until  I 
returned.  Then  I  took  him  abroad  with  me  to  look  after  those  other 
interests  which  I  have  referred  to. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  when  you  returned. — A.  I  returned  two  or  three 
times  for  short  visits.    He  has  been  a  year  or  more  with  me. 

Q.  And  he  is  now  in  Washington  again  ? — A.  And  he  is  in  Wash- 
ington again  now. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  here  now  ? — A.  He  came  over  with  me  to 
look  after  the  organization  of  another  company  that  I  had  in  mind, 
wid  he  has  prepared  papers  of  various  companies,  organization 
papers,  etc. 

Q.  In  organizing  companies  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ? — A.  No ; 
thev  are  organized  either  under  the  State  of  New  Jersey  or  the  State 
of  \f  aine. 

Q.  WTiat  f>eriod  of  time  was  there  that  he  was  not  in  your  employ 
or  in  the  employ  of  some  of  your  companies? — A.*  That  I  can  not 
answer.    It  is  a  period  of  some  months,  I  think. 

Q.  Practicallv  he  has  been  in  your  employ  or  that  of  some  of  the 
companies  in  which  you  are  interested  ever  since  his  retirement  from 
the  Naval  Committee? — A.  Ever  since  shortly  after  his  retirement. 
His  intentions  were  at  that  tinie,  I  believe,  to  return  to  Chicago  and 
enter  the  practice  of  law  with  his  father.  I  learned  of  that,  and  I  made 
him  a  proposition  which  he  accepted. 
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Q.  You  say  you  had  no  conversation  with  him  u^n  the  subject 
until  after  his  retiring? — A.  Not  until  after  his  retiring  from  the 
position  of  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  I  had  no  busi- 
ness dealing  with  him  whatever  of  any  kind. 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  have  you  prepared  or  had  submitted  to  j^ou  any  ques- 
tions which  have  been  handed  this  conmiittee  to  submit  to  various 
witnesses? — A.  Only  in  regard  to  some  which  Mr.  I?eff  handcKl  me 
while  I  was  out  this  noon.  Those  are  the  only  papers  that  have  been 
referred  to  me. 

Q.  To-day? — A.  To-day,  in  regard  to  some  questions  to  be  asked 
myself. 

Q.  I  was  not  referring  to  yourself  particularly,  but  to  other  wit- 
nesses.— A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  seen  no  Questions? — A.  I  think  I  have  seen  one  paper. 
I  do  not  believe  I  read  the  questions. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  them? — A.  I  think  it  was  something  Mr. 
Neff  showed  me. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  I  have  no  recollection  as  to  that.  Since  I  have  hem 
subpoenaed  here. 

Q.  Where? — A.  In  our  office,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  was  the  subject-matter  of  the  ques- 
tions?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  what  witnesses? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  what  w^s  done  with  the  questions? — A.  T  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  understood  that  they  were  questions  which  were  to  be 

A.  My  recollection  is  just  in  a  general  way,  that  they  related  to  some 
technical  questions  that  Mr.  Neff  had  made  up  from  some  literature 
which  he  had.  I  have  no  recollection  as  to  who  they  were  to  be 
asked  of. 

Q.  They  were  to  be  cfiven  to  Mr.  Lilley.  were  they  not? — A.  I 
presume  so. 

Q.  That  was  your  understanding? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  one  set  of  questions  is  the  only  one  about  which  you 
have  any  knowledge? — A.  The  only  one  I  have  anv  knowledge  of. 

Q.  Could  3'ou  identify  them  probably? — A.  I  tliink  I  should  if  I 
saw  them.  In  fact  I  think  now  that  I  remember  and  I  think  I  dis- 
approved of  the  questions.  |  AVitness  is  here  shown  paper.]  I  do  not 
think  these  are  the  quest i(ms.  These  were  questions  in  regjird  to  the 
price,  having  to  do  with  the  price  of  submarine  boats,  and  I  objected 
I  remeniher  now  that  I  objected  to  questions  of  that  kind  being  asked, 
on  the  ground  that  T  was  a  submarine  builder  and  did  not  want  to 
have  the  prices  cut  down. 

Q.  Do  you  Iniow  whether  they  were  submitted  to  this  committee?— 
A.  I  do  not  l)elieve  the  questions  that  I  saw  were.  The  object  of  the 
questions,  as  I  remember  it  now,  were  to  show  that  submarine  boats 
could  be  built  for  veiy  much  smaller  prices  per  ton  than  I  would  care 
to  go  on  record  as  saying  they  could  be  built  for.  We  hope  to  get  a 
good  price  for  boats  if  we  succeed  in  getting  any  contract. 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  have  you  with  you  the  stock  list  or  stock  registers 
showing  the  ownershij)  of  stock  in  the  torpedo  boat  company? — A. 
We  have  then)  in  our  offices  here. 

Q.  Here  in  Washington? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  say  from  memory  whether  any  Member  of  the  present 
Congress  is  a  stockholder  in  your  company  ? — A.  There  are  none. 
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Q.  Or  the  family  of  any  Member  of  the  present  Congress? — A. 
Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Or  is  any  past  Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  Not  as  far  as  I  am 
aware.    In  fact  I  know  that  there  has  never  been  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress a  stockholder,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  relatives,  close  or  dis- 
tant, who  have  ever  been  stockholders. 
Q.  Is  any  stock  held  in  trust  for  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  tlipre  any  Member  of  Congress,  so  far  as  you  know,  of  either 
branch,  who  before  he  became  a  Member  was  a  stockholder  in  your 
company? — ^A.  NoJ,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  person  who  has  been  a  Member  of  Congress  but  is  not 
now? — A.  No;  no  one  identified  with  Congress  in  any  way. 

Q.  Is  anyone  connected  with  the  Navy  Department  in  any  way  a 
stockholder  of  the  company  ? — A.  Not  as  far  as  I  am  aware. 

Q.  Is  there  any  Member  of  the  present  Congress  a  stockholder  in 
any  of  your  present  companies? — A.  No,  I  do  not  think — in  fact,  I 
know  there  is  none. 

Q.  Is  there  any  Member  of  the  present  Congress  who  has  at  any 
time  heretofore  been  a  stockholder  in  any  of  the  companies  in  which 
you  are  concerned  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Is  there  any  large  manufacturing  company  a  stockholder  in 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — A.  rJot  as  a  company. 

Q.  How  would  it  be  interested  ? — A.  Individuals  of  large  manufac- 
turing companies  are  stockholders. 

Q.  What  large  manufacturing  company? — A.  The  Singer  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

Q.  Who  are  the  individuals? — A.  Our  treasurer,  Mr.  L.  B.  Miller, 
who  was  superintendent  of  the  Singer  factory  for  many  years. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  Mr.  Henry  B.  Miller,  who  is  a  patent  attorney 
of  the  Singer  company. 

Q.  What  other  members  of  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company 
have,  so  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Henry  J.  Mil- 
ler is  a  stockholder.  He  is  merely  a  patent  attorney.  Mr.  Miller  is 
the  only  stockholder  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  This  man  you  have  mentioned  is  the  treasurer  of  your  company, 
or  treasurer  of  the  Singer  company  ? — A.  Treasurer  of  our  company. 

Q.  Are  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company 
stockholders  in  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Compaiw? — A.  Mr.  Miller. 
He  has  resigned,  however.    He  is  no  longer  an  officer,  I  believe. 

Q.  No  longer  an  officer  of  the  Singer  company  ? — A.  No.  He  has 
retired  from  age. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Members  of  Congress,  if  any,  are  connected 
with  the  Singer  company  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  manufacturing  company,  if  any,  has  loaned  money  to 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — A.  Not  any. 

Q.  You  are  not  indebted  to  any  manufacturing  company  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Has  the  Lake  Torpedo  Company  its  own  manufacturing 
plant? — X.  In  Eussia.  Not  in  this  country.  We  have  no  business  in 
this  country  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  Are  not  you  making  a  boat  for  the  Government? — A.  We  are 
preMring  to  build  a  boat,  but  that  will  be  built  under  contract  in 
the  Bath  Iron  Works. 

Q.  Where  is  that?— A.  That  is  in  Bath,  Me. 
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Q.  Are  all  the  parts  to  be  built  there? — ^A.  No,  sir.  We  buy 
wherever  we  can  to  the  best  advantage.  The  machinery  is  special 
work  that  has  been  developed  for  this  special  purpose,  and  we  buy 
in  various,  parts  of  the  country,  from  specialists,  principally. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  any  brass  work? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  expect  to  buy  that? — A.  We  buy  where  we  can 
buy  the  cheapest.  Our  usual  way  is  to  send  out  and  ask  for  bids,  ask 
for  propositions  of  various  manufacturers.  We  are  not  tied  to 
anyone. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  anyone  about  furnishing 
brass  for  the  boats  you  are  now  constructing,  or  under  contract  to 
construct,  for  the  Government? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  for  any  other  part  of  the  vessel  except  that  which  is  to  be 
made  at  Bath,  Me.? — A.  Only  in  regard  to  some  of  the  machinery. 
The  principal  machines  we  buy  from  various  manufacturers! 

Q.  What  manufacturers? — A.  The  Diehl  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, the  Gould  Storage  Battery  Company,  the  Willard  Storage 
battery  Company — various  manufacturers  throughout  the  country 
of  whom  we  expect  to  buy. 

Q.  Does  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company  make  any  parts  of 
boats  such  as  this  ? — A.  No ;  they  make  sewing  machines. 

Q.  You  do  not  use  them  in  submarines? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  bank  does  the  company  transact  its  business — ^that  is, 
where  would  it  discount  its  commercial  paper? — A.  We  do  not  have 
any  commercial  paper  discounted. 

Q.  Has  the  company  issued  anj  bonds? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  bonds  or  notes  outstanding? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  any  newspapers  or  newspaper  proprietors  or  newspaper 
corporations  own  any  stock  in  your  company? — ^A.  Not  so  far  as  I 
am  aware. 

Q.  You  have  mentioned  Mr.  Neff.     Is  he  an  attorney  of  your  com- 

£any? — ^A.  No;  he  is  the  manager  here  in  Washington.  He  took 
[r.  Whitney's  place. 

Q.  What  are  his  duties? — A.  Well,  to  keep  the  office  open  and  send 
out  literature  and  to  meet  the  representatives  of  foreign  govern- 
ments— general  office  duties. 

Q.  What  duties,  if  any,  with  regard  to  legislation? — ^A.  Well,  I 
do  not  think  he  has  any  particular  duties  in  regard  to  legislation. 
He  is  supposed  to  get  our  literature  before  as  many  members  of  Con- 
gress as  he  can,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  To  look  after  the  interests  of  the  company  generally? — ^A.  (Jen- 
erally. 

Q.  The  propaganda  of  which  you  spoke  consists  of  sending  out 

these  postal  cards  and A.  And  our  pamphlets,  such  as  you  have 

there. 

Q.  A  catalogue  and  the  letters  signed  by  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  magazine  articles  ? — A.  We  have  not  sent  any  magazine 
articles,  to  my  recollection,  this  year. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  send  marked  copies  of  Harper's  Weekly 
to  every  Member  of  the  House? — A.  I  do  not.  I  have  never  seen 
Harper''s  Weekly.  The  first  knowledge  I  had  of  it  was  the  other  day 
here.  I  saw  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  with  one.  My 
intention  was  to  buy  one,  but  I  have  not  happened  to  think  of  it  when 
I  was  where  I  could. 
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Q.  If  you  were  a  Member  of  the  House  you  would  not  have  to  buy 
ona — ^A.  Xo- 

Q-  You  personally  do  not  know  who  sent  them  ? — A.  No.  I  do  not 
think  it  could  have  been  anyone  connected  with  our  company.  If  it 
has  been,  it  is  entirely  unknown  to  me. 

Q.  You  would  not  consider  there  was  any  impropriety  in  sending  a  • 
printed  magazine  with  an  article  favoring  your  company? — A.  Not 
at  all ;  but  if  I  had  seen  it  and  wanted  to  send  it  to  Members  of  Con- 
gress, I  should  have  done  so 

Q.  If  it  was  sent  by  somebody  representing  your  company,  it  would 
not  incur  your  displeasure? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  is  in  it. 

Q.  Assuming  it  to  be  rather  friendly  ? — A.  If  it  is  another  instance 
of  that  report  of  the  legislation  which  was  sent  out,  which  incurred 
my  displeasure,  yes;  because  I  had  no  intention  that  that  should 
become  public  previous  to  its  being  reported.  I  think  the  newspaper 
instinct,  however,  is  responsible  for  that  entirely.  They  like  to  get 
ahead  in  getting  news  for  the  public. 

Q.  But  in  this  instance  you  and  Mr.  Skerrett  seemed  to  get  ahead 
of  the  newspapers? — A.  I  call  that  the  newspaper  instinct  on  Mr. 
Skerrett's  part.  It  is  a  thing  we  have  had  a  disagreement  about 
before. 

Q.  Do  you  read  the  Connecticut  newspapers,  for  the  last  week  or 
two? — A.  I  read  the  Bridgeport  papers;  those  are  the  only  papers. 

Q.  None  of  the  otiiers? — ^A.  None  of  the  others.  I  do  not  recollect 
seeing  any  of  the  others,  and  very  few  of  the  Bridgeport  papers.  I 
have  been  too  busy  in  preparing  to  go  abroad.  I  should  nave  been 
abroad  some  time  ago  it  it  had  not  been  for  this  investigation. 

Q.  You,  it  seems,  spend  the  greater  part  of  your  time  abroad. — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  interest  of  your  company  ? — A.  We  have  contracts  in  two 
countries  which  take  up  my  time. 

Q.  While  you  are  abroad  who  is  the  officer  in  general  charge  of 
your  affairs  in  this  country? — A.  My  father  has  been  up  to  the  time 
I  returned. 

Q.  His  name  is  what? — A.  J.  C.  Lake.  That  was  up  until  in  De- 
cember, and  I  found  his  health  was  so  nmch  shattered  that  I  per- 
>uaded  him  to  retire  from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the 
company  and  go  off.  He  was  intending  to  visit  me  on  tlie  other  side. 
I  found  I  was  detained  here,  and  he  would  not  be  able  to  visit  me 
there,  and  his  doctor  recommended  that  he  have  a  sea  voyage. 

Q.  He  then  is  or  was  until  December,  1907,  the  officer  in  active 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  in  this  country  ? — A.  Yes,  sin 
Q.  Did  he  correspond  with  you  about  the  attempts  to  secure  a  con- 
tract for  a  boat  from  the  Navy  Department  ?— A.  You  are  referring 
to  our  last  contract  ? 
Q.  Yes. — A.  The  contract  which  we  eventually  secured  ? 
Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes;  he  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  stating  that  a  contract  would  be  awarded  to  us  on 
certain  conditions.     I  received  that  in  St.  Petersburg.    I  immedi- 
ately wired  him  to  accept  the  conditions.    I  was  the  only  one  on  the 
board  of  directors  who  was  so  inclined. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  was  sometime 
in  November.  That  is  what  caused  me  to  visit  this  country  at  this 
time. 
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Q.  Have  you  that  letter  with  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  Where  is  it? — A.  I  presume  that  is  in  London. 

Q.  I  believe  the  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
began  in  June,  1907? — A.  Oh,  that  was  in  regard  to  the  bids,  our 
bids  last  year.     I  was  here  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  were  here  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  abroad? — A.  I  went  abroad  immediately 
after  the  Newport  trials  finished  last  year.  They  were  in  June.  I 
must  have  sailed — the  trials  commenced  about  the  1st  of  June;  it 
must  have  been  about  the  end  of  Jime  or  early  in  July — ^it  may  have 
been  in  June  that  I  returned.  It  was  immediately  after  the  trials 
were  finished. 

Q.  That  is,  the  Newport  trials? — A.  I  considered  there  was  noth- 
ing further  to  the  advantage  of  the  company  to  remain  here  at  that 
time. 

Q.  Were  you  in  this  country  when  the  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  reference  to  the  Attorney-General  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  had  gone? — ^A.  That  was  after  I  had  gone. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  in  charge  at  that  time  ? — A.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Lake  was  in  charge  at  that  time. 

Q.  And  he  was  here  in  Washington  from  time  to  time,  was  he 
not  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  think  he  spent  most  of  his  time  here  in  Washington 
at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  he  report  to  you  from  time  to  time  ? — A.  He  rejwrted  to  me 
that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Attorney-General  and  sent 
me  a  copy  of  the  Attorney-General's  opinion. 

Q.  He  from  time  to  time  reported  progress? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  being  the  president  of  the  company  and  he  being  the  vice- 
president? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  correspondence? — A.  I  presume  I  have  it  in  Ijondon. 

Q.  Would  not  the  books  of  your  company  contain  letterpress 
copies  of  it  ? — A.  I  presume  they  would. 

Q.  \^^lere  are  they  ? — A.  We  have  some  of  the  books  here  in  Wash- 
ington and  some  in  Bridgeport.  It  might  not  contain  any  reference 
to  that,  as  his  custom  frequently  was  to  write  me  in  lead  pencil.  He 
uses  a  lead  pencil  a  great  deal. 

Q.  This  is  a  very  important  matter,  and  he  probably  wrote  you 
very  fully. — A.  I  remember  about  the  circumstance  that  after  the 
Attorney-General's  opinion  he  thoiiffht  we  would  have  some  chance  to 
get  contracts.  And  on  that  I  differed  with  him.  I  looked  at  the 
matter  from  purely  a  technical  point  of  view,  and  that  is  where  I 
differed  from  the  lawyers  in  the  matter.  I  could  not  see  how  any 
technical  man  under  the  interpretation  of  that  legislation  of  last  year 
would  say  for  a  moment  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  was 
entitled  to  any  contract  under  that  legislation.  As  I  say,  1  did  not 
look  at  it  from  a  lawyer's  point  of  view,  and  I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised when  I  learned  that  the  Senator's  argument  had  prevailed. 

Q.  You  then  learned  the  advantage  of  having  a  good  lawyer? — A. 
Yes;  I  recognized  it. 

Q.  In  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake's  letters  to  you  did  he  mention  having 
brought  any  other  influence  to  bear  upon  the  question  outside  of  your 
attorney's  influence  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Did  hfe  mention  any  other  parties  as  taking  an  irtei'ost  in  the 
matter?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  any  other  persons? — A,  No;  I  think  the  Senator  is  entitled 
to  idl  the  credit.  His  argument,  as  I  remember,  when  I  received 
the  copy  of  his  brief,  I  was  surprised  to  think  how  he  could  have 
secured  such  a  grasp  of  a  purely  technical  subject  as  he  did. 

Q.  You  have  charge  or  the  letter-press  copy  books  which  would 
contain  that  correspondence? — ^A.  I  can  get  them  if  I  wish.  I  have 
not  looked  over  them.    I  will  have  a  search  made. 

Q.  And  advise  us? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  will. — A.  Mr.  Neff  will  look  after  that;  he  has  charge 
of  the  files. 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  this  committee  has  been  endeavoring  to'  subpoena 
Mr.  J.  C.  L^ke  and  the  subpoena  was  returned  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  with  this  indorsement :  "  Not  served ;  party  is  out  of  the  United 
States,  in  Bermudas,  on  account  of  continued  ill  health.  Fred  N. 
Webber,  sr.,  special  messenger  Sergeant-at-Arms  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives,  U.  S."  And  then  follows  this :  "  This  information  came 
from  Simon  Lake,  who  said  as  follows  " — and  now  it  appears  to  be 
quoted — ^^ '  Father  for  the  past  seven  months  has  been  out  of  all 
business,  and  traveling  with  my  mother.  He  is  an  invalid,  and  from 
R  letter  now  on  my  desk  he  left  New  Orleans  four  days  ago  for  the 
Bermudas.  I  can  not  say  when  he  will  return.' "  That  is  quoted, 
-ojiui  SBAv  oijAk  'aomo  a^tJAud  s^qjibt^  uouiig  •jj\[  uiojj  ^qSnojq  u«ra 
and  then  follows:  "This  information  was  also  repeated  by  a  gentle- 
duced  as  the  chief  counsel  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company.  Respectfully, 
F.  X.  Webber,  sr."  Is  that  correct? — A.  No.  I  have  already  tes- 
tified in  regard  to  that.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Webl)er  came  up  to 
Bridgeport  again  and  I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  re- 
turn was  not  right,  and  explained  it  to  him,  which  I  understood  from 
him  that  he  had  corrected  and  made  a  later  return  in  accordance  with 
the  facts.  I  will  explain  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Webber  that  at  the  time 
he  called  there  that  I  was  only  able  to  speak  in  the  barest  whisper 
and  I  called  Mr.  F'oster,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  office,  and  asked 
him  to  explain  for  me.  I  had  very  little  conversation  with  Mr. 
Webber.  The  correct  statement  is  that  my  mother  had  been  ill — I 
may  have  stated  eleven  months — she  was  taken  sick  last  spring  or 
«unmer  at  Atlantic  City  and  was  brought  here  on  a  stretcher  and 
>pent  some  time  at  various  sanitariums,  and  then  my  father  was  also 
taken  ill,  and  he  spent  some  time  in  one  of  the  sanitariums  in 
Washington. 

Q.  A\lien  was  that? — A.  That  was  during  the  last  year;  when  I 
returned  here  I  spent  a  few  days  with  them.  They  were  living  in  the 
Marll)orongh  at  that  time,  and  some  time  in  January  I  think  they 
went  down  to  Hot  Springs  for  a  course  of  treatment. 

Q.  Virginia  ? — A.  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  and  the  doctor  there  ordered 
a  sea  trip.  And  their  intention  was  to  visit  my  family  on  the  other 
side,  and  I  found  that  I  would  be  detained  here,  so  instead  of  that 
I  sent  for  my  family  to  come  over  here.  My  family  sailed  from 
Southampton  on  the  18th  of  December  and  I  think  my  father  sailed 
for  Xew  Orleans  on  the  18th. 
Q.  Eighteenth  of  what  month? — A.  Eighteenth  of  March. 

Q.  He  sailed  from  New  Orleans? — A.  He  sailed  for  New  Orleans 

frf»m  Xew  York. 
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Q.  Was  that  in  pursuance  of  a  plan  of  long  standing? — ^A-  No; 
as  I  say,  they  intended  to  visit  my  family  abroad ;  that  was  their  first 
intention.  They  returned  here  to  Washington;  my  sister  was  living 
in  Washin^n  at  the  time,  and  I  do  not  know  how  long  that  they 
had  it  in  mind ;  I  only  knew  of  it  a  day  or  so  before  they  sailed  that 
they  were  going  to  sail  to  Habana. 

Q.  By  way  of  New  Orleans? — A.  By  way  of  New  Orleans. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  thev  reached  New  Orleans? — ^A.  Yes;  I 
received  a  letter  from  my  mother  at  New  Orleans,  stating  that  they 
expected  to  sail  for  Habana  on  either  the  4th  or  7th.  It  was  a  figure, 
I  think  it  was  a  7.    I  think  it  was  intended  to  be  a  7. 

Senator  Thurston.  Seventh  of  what  month? — A.  April. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  sailed? — A.  I  do  not;  I  have  not 
heard  from  them  since. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  where  he  is  at  present? — A.  I  do  not 
know  where  he  is.  One  moment,  my  brother-in-law,  I  believe,  has 
received  a  letter.  He  did  tell  me  that  he  received  a  letter  from  my 
mother  that  they  expected  to  sail  for  Habana,  I  think,  the  day  that 
the  letter  was  written,  according  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  day  that  was? — A.  No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Who  is  your  brother-m-law  ? — A.  C.  E.  Adams. 

Q.  Is  he  an  officer  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  No; 
he  is  not  an  officer ;  he  is  a  bookkeeper.  He  is  subpoenaed  to  be  here 
to-morrow,  and  I  suppose  he  will  know.  I  did  not  finish  my  state- 
ment there.  My  brother-in-law  told  me  that  my  mother  had  written 
him  that  they  expected  to  sail  for  Habana  that  day  and  thought  they 
would  return  from  Habana  on  the  11th,  arriving  at  New  York  on  the 
14th.  He  said  they  were  feeling  very  much  tetter  and  father  was 
anxious  to  get  back  to  work.  If  the  committee  wishes,  I  will  try  to 
get  into  communication  with  them,  if  they  want  him.  I  did  not 
particularly  care  about  having  his  trip  broken  up,  but  since  he  is 
coming  this  way — ^he  may  be  on  the  way  now.  To-day  is  the  14th, 
and  he  may  arrive  in  New  York  to-day. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  telegrams  to  him  in  New  Orleans? — A.  No;  I 
have  not  communicated  with  him  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  anyone  in  the  office  or  employ  of  the  com- 
pany has? — A.  I  do  not.  They  did  not  leave  any  address.  My 
mother  was  complaining  because  she  had  not  received  any  word  from 
any  of  us.  We  supposed  that  they  would  wire  us  at  the  hotel  that  they 
were  stopping  at,  but  they  did  not  do  so. 

Q.  Have  you  charge  of  the  stock  lists  and  stock  books,  showing  the 
names  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — A.  At  the 
present  time  I  have ;  ordinarily  they  are  in  the  charge  or  our  treasurer. 

Q.  You  have  them  at  the  present  time  ? — ^A.  At  the  present  time. 

Q.  As  the  president  of  the  company? — A.  Well,  they  are  simply 
here,  brought  here  because  of  that  subpoena;  that  is  the  only  reason  I 
have  charge  of  them  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  Will  you  submit  to  us  the  books  and  papers  called  for  in  the 
subpoena ;  you  are  familiar  with  what  they  are  ? — A.  We  are  willing 
to  abide  by  any  rules  made  for  anyone  else. 

Q.  We  have  not  made  rules  yet  for  anybody,  but  we  have  issued 
subpoenas. — A.  In  regard  to  that  subpoena,  it  is  rather  broad,  and 
I  have  consulted  over  the  matter  with  our  attorney  and  we  are  willing 
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if  the  demand  is  made  upon  the  Electric  Boat  Company — if  they  are 
compelled  to  show  their  books,  we  are  willing  to  show  ours. 

Q.  You  are  not  connected  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — 
A.  Xo;  we  understand  that  we  are  not  being  investigated  and  we  do 
not  care  about  showing  our  books,  which  relate  purely  to  foreign 
business. 

Q.  Have  you  no  books  relating  to  American  business?— A.  No;  we 
simply  have  general  books.  We  have  not  had  any  American  business 
as  vet 

0-  You  mean  your  entire  business  is  kept  in  one  set  of  books? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  I  understand,  then,  you  decline  to  produce  them  until  we 
have  compelled  some  other  companv  to  produce  theirs. — A.  I  would 
prefer  that  our  attorney  answered  that. 

Senator  .Thurston.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  answer  that.  We  are 
perfectly  willing  to  produce  all  our  books  if  the  committee  so  orders. 
Oir  only  suggestion  is  that  any  order  in  that  respect,  if  they  ask  us  to 
prfKiuceour  l)ooks,  shall  be  a  general  order  on  both  companies  to  the 
fame  effect.  We  have  no  objection  and  we  have  no  argument  to  make 
against  any  order  you  may  make  regarding  the  production  of  books. 
We  will  abide  by  any  general  rule  that  you  may  make  and  with  entire 
willingness. 

Q.  I  will  say  now  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  has  offered  to 
and  proposed  to  and  will,  as  we  understand,  submit  to  this  committer, 
to  be  considered  by  it  in  executive  session — that  is,  we  have  not  de- 
cided whether  we  will  accept  it,  but  they  have  said  they  would  do 
that — their  stock  books,  etc.  I  will  ask  the  witness,  then,  whether  he 
is  willing  to  make  the  same  submission  of  the  books  of  his  company  ? — 
A.  With  the  consent  of  our  attorney,  I  will  say  yes.  I  will  let  the 
lawyer  decide. 

Q.  Then  at  such  time  as  we  call  for  those  books  you  are  willing  to 
submit  them  for  our  use  in  executive  session? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  we  conclude  to  accept  the  books  of  the  other  company  on 
those  terms  we  will  ac<jept  yours  on  the  same  terms. — A.  Very  good, 
sir. 

Q.  Does  your  company  take  any  hand  in  politics,  Mr.  Lake? — A. 
Xo,  sir. 
Q.  None  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Made  any  contrbiutions  to  any  campaign  committees? — A. 
That  is  referring  to  the  company  now  ? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  have  contributed  to  campaign  commit- 
tees at  various  times  many  years  in  an  honest  way. 

Q.  Have  you  contributed  to  the  election  of  any  particular  Mem- 
ber of  Congress? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so,  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

Q.  Or  to  the  defeat  of  any  particular  Members  of  Congress? — ^A. 
Xo,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  any  contributions  you  have  made  has  been  to 
a  general  national  committee  or  the  State  committee? — A.  No;  I  do 
not  know  what.  Simply  in  the  town  I  have  happened  to  live  in, 
the  community,  the  party  with  which  I  have  been  identified  had 
asked  me  to  contribute  and  I  have  done  so. 
Q.  That  is,  in  your  personal  capacity? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  consider  it  improper  to  do  so? — ^A.  No;  I  have  noU 

Q.  In  making  such  contributions  did  you  have  any  promise  from 
anybody  to  support  the  Lake  Boat  Company  in  any  way? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  never  discussed  it  with  any  Member  of  Congress  or  anyone  iden- 
tified with  the  Government  in  any  way,  shape,  or  fashion. 

Q.  Have  you  or  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  or  anyone  con- 
nected with  it,  so  far  as  you  know,  attempted  in  any  way  to  defeat 
the  election  or  nomination  of  any  intfiviaual  as  a  ]M[eml>er  of  Con- 
gress?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  torpedo-boat  companies  that  have! — ^A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Or  any  officer  of  any  torpedo-boat  company  that  has? — A-  I 
do  not. 

Q.  You  have  been  present  during  the  greater  part  of  the  taking 
of  testimony  before  this  committee,  have  you  not? — A.  ,Well,  since 
April  1.  ' 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  ? — A.  Generally ;  I  have  not  gone 
into  any  detail. 

Q.  lou  know  the  charges? — A.  Only  in  a  general  way.  I  do 
not  think  I  have  read  them  in  full. 

Q.  I  think  perhaps  I  have  read  most  of  them  to  you.  This  is  one 
of  the  charges  by  Mr.  Lilley : 

I  also  became  advised  of  prevailing  and  persistent  rumors  that  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  have  contributed  in  some  Congressional  districts  represented 
by  members  of  the  Naval  Committee  to  their  campaign  funds,  and  that  it  con- 
tributed  to  the  campaign  fund  of  the  opposing  party  in  the  Congressional  dis- 
trict of  a  member  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  which  would  be  useful  to 
us  on  that  point  ? — A.  No ;  I  have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Does  any  other  member  of  the  committee  wish  to 
ask  any  question  ? 

Senator  Thursix)n.  Mr.  Chairman,  before  Mr.  Lake  leaves  the 
stand  there  is  one  matter  I  would  like  to  have  him  make  a  state- 
ment about  with  reference  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Isaac  L.  Rice,  who 
charged  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  had  endeavored  to 
sell  out  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  I  would  like  to  have  him 
make  that  statement  and  make  it  very  fully. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  say  to  the  witness  that  any  voluntary 
statement  that  you  have  to  make  that  will  throw  any  light  upon  the 
subject  the  committee  would  be  very  glad  to  hear,  ana  our  only  object 
in  subpoenaing  you  and  these  other  witnesses,  is  to  get  a  full  light 
on  this  subject,  with  no  other  purpose  and  with  no  other  opinion.  I 
may  say  right  now,  and  this  perhaps  would  be  the  proper  place  to 
say  it  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  that  if  there  is  any  impression  in 
the  minds  of  anyone,  even  a  very  small  part  of  the  public,  that  this 
investigation  was  instigated  or  encouraged  by  the  Lake  people,  it  is 
an  impression  that  does  not  reflect  in  any  way  the  opinion  of  this 
cominittee  or  any  member  of  this  committee,  and  if  such  an  im- 
pression exists  in  the  mind  of  any  individuals,  or  any  number  of  indi- 
viduals, it  is  an  impression  that  could  only  come  either  through  the 
evidence  on  the  one  hand  or  what  has  been  published  in  the  news- 
papers on  the  other.  The  committee  will  be  very  glad,  Mr.  Lake,  to 
hear  from  you  any  voluntary  statement  of  all  matters  within  your 
own  personal  knowledge. 
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The  WiTNKss.  This  I  have  prepared  very  carefully,  because  we  have 
been  put  in  rather  a  wrong  light. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  statement  made  before  this  com- 
mittee by  Mr-  Isaac  L.  Rice  in  reference  to  representatives  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  approaching  him  with  a  view  of  selling  out 
our  business  in  the  United  States.  In  this  statement  he  mentions 
the  names  of  various  persons  as  parties  to  the  negotiations  and  gives 
an  entirelv  wrong  impression  of  what  actually  occurred.  In  view  of 
these  misleading  statements  I  feel  that  he  has  released  me  from  any 
obligation  to  withhold  certain  communications  and  transactions 
which  any  honorable  business  man  would  consider  private  and  confi- 
dential 

First,  I  wish  to  state  most  emphatically  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  has  never  authorized  any  person  to  negotiate  with  the  Hol- 
land Torpedo  Boat  Company,  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  or  any 
other  company,  or  individual,  or  individuals  representmg  either  of 
these  two  companies,  for  the  sale  of  its  United  States  interests. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  been  re- 
peatedly approached  by  various  individuals  who  purported  to  repre- 
sent various  other  companies  or  individuals — the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany included  among  the  number — with  a  view  of  securing  the  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  stock  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  or 
to  buy  out  its  valuable  patent  rights  in  their  entirety,  which  pur- 
cha-se,  if  made  by  the  same  interests  which  controlled  the  so-called 
Holland  patents,  would  establish  an  exclusive  patent-protected  mo- 
nopoly of  this  country's  submarine  line  of  defense,  and  the  Govern- 
ment Vould  probably  be  compelled  to  pay  such  exorbitant  and  ex- 
cessive prices  as  this  monopoly  might  demand  for  its  submarine  means 
of  defense,  which  is  now  becoming  recognized  in  this  country  and 
abroad  as  one  of  the  most  important  means  of  protection. 

I  shall  make  mention  of  only  such  offers  as  we  have  received  from 
parties  who  claimed  to  be  representing  the  Holland  Boat  Company, 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  or  the  v  ickers-Maxim  Company,  an 
English  corporation  which  has  been  reported  to  me  as  owning  the  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  or  by  parties  whose 
actions  led  me  to  believe  that  they  were  representatives  of  the  Hol- 
land or  the  Electric  Boat  companies. 

The  first  time  I  was  approached  was  by  a  Mr.  Hurd,  who  claimed 
to  represent  Vickers-Maxim ;  later  he  brought  with  him  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim,  who  visited  my  boat  and  expressed  himself  as  believing  my 
principles  of  submarine  navigation  correct.  I  was  pressed  to  name  a 
price  for  my  entire  submarine-boat  inventions  throughout  the  world. 
I  refused  to  do  so  on  the  following  grounds: 

First,  the  value  of  the  submarine  boat  had  not  yet  been  recognized 
to  the  extent  which  I  thought  it  would  be  in  the  course  of  three  or 
four  years.  Consequently  1  did  not  believe  they  would  place  the 
value  upon  it  that  I  did  at  that  time. 

Secondly,  the  development  of  the  submarine  boat  had  been  the  work 
of  many  years  and  I  was  ambitious  to  remain  identified  with  it  until 
it  became  recognized  as  the  iniportant  means  of  defense  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  country,  which  1  felt  sure  would  be  its  value. 

The  next  proposition  was  made  when  I  was  building  the  Protector. 
In  1902,  wmle  ouilding  this  boat,  I  was  approached  oy  a  Mr.  Hall, 
{rom  New  York,  who  stated  that  he  thought  he  could  interest  a  num- 
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ber  of  gentlemen  in  my  submarine  proposition.  Within  a  few  days 
he  appeared  in  Bridgeport  with  a  lawyer  from  Brooklyn,  whose  name 
I  do  not  recall,  who  brought  with  him  a  stenographer.  The  lawyer 
stated  that  a  syndicate  of  jgentlemen  were  inclined  to  become  prac- 
tically interested  in  our  busmess,  but  first  they  wanted  a  report  on  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  a  list  of  the 
stockholders,  a  list  of  patents,  and  much  other  private  information. 
This  information  was  given  them. 

A  few  days  later  the  same  lawyer  again  appeared,  stating  that  his 
people  had  decided  to  acquire  an  interest  in  our  business,  and  i^vould 
put  up  $300,000  and  as  much  additional  money  as  would  be  required 
to  conduct  the  business,  but  they  would  come  in  only  providing  they 
could  secure  a  controlling  interest  in  the  company.  During  this  in- 
terval Mr.  Hall  had  frequently  visited  one  of  our  then  directors,  and 
this  director  had  suggested  to  me  that  he  thought  it  would  be  the 
proper  thing  for  me  to  sell  out  to  the  Holland  Boat  Company,  take 
a  couple  of  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  perhaps  it  could  be 
arranged  that  I  would  get  a  very  handsome  salary  besides,  and  let 
them  conduct  the  business,  as  I  had  no  experience  in  securing  gov- 
ernmental contracts;  that  he  (the  director)  had  experience  in  that 
line,  and  knew  that  it  required  a  great  deal  of  experience  which  I,  as 
the  inventor  and  manufacturer,  could  not  be  expected  to  have;  that 
he  felt  quite  sure  it  required  that  knowledge  and  experience  to  secure 
any  Government  business. 

My  reply  to  him  was  that  I  was  building  the  Protector  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Navy  Department,  whose  desire  it  was  to  prevent  a 
monopoly  of  this  means  of  defense,  and  I  was  in  honor  bound  to  ful- 
fill my  agreement  with  the  Navy  Department,  build  a  boat  and  sub- 
mit it  to  them  for  their  consideration.  Before  advising  the  Brooklyn 
attorney  of  my  decision  not  to  sell  my  controlling  uiterest,  I  had 
asked  him  who  his  principals  were.  He  refused  to  disclose  this.  The 
negotiations  were,  therefore,  dropped,  and  we  completed  the  boat 
with  our  own  resources. 

Shortly  after  my  refusal  to  sell  my  controlling  interest  to  the 
Brooklyn  attorney  with  his  mysterious,  unnamed  principals,  we  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  an  attorney  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  de- 
manding that  we  immediately  stop  the  construction  of  our  boat; 
otherwise  they  would  bring  suit  against  us  for  infrin^ment  of  pat- 
ents. We  replied  that  we  did  not  Delieve  we  were  infringing,  asking 
them  to  advise  us  how  and  in  what  particulars  they  considered  we 
were  infringing;  that  we  would  look  into  the  matter,  and  if  we  found 
we  were  infringing  (which  we  did  not  believe,  as  we  were  construct- 
ing our  boat  under  our  own  patents)  we  would  stop.  The  reply  to 
that  communication  was,  in  substance:  We  propose  to  bring  suit 
anyhow. 

The  next  information  we  had  in  regard  to  the  matter  was  a  call 
from  five  newspaoer  reporters  at  our  New  York  office,  with  typewrit- 
ten statements  which  had  been  furnished  them  by  the  attorney  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  stating  that  they  were  going  to  proceed 
against  us.  In  January,  1902,  they  conunenced  a  suit  for  infringe- 
ment of  patents. 

As  we  were  not  infringing  we  looked  upon  these  suits  as  efforts 
to  intimidate  us.  Of  course  the  majority  of  people  would  think  that 
suits  would  not  be  brought  unless  there  was  some  ground  for  them. 
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As  we  were  assured  by  our  patent  counsel,  Livingston  Gilford,  of 
New  York,  that  we  were  not  infringing,  these  suits  did  not  frighten 
us,  or  cause  us  to  discontinue  the  construction  of  our  boat,  but  we 
were  next  veir  much  surprised  to  find  that  all  our  property  in  Con- 
necticut had  Deen  attached  and  was  in  the  possession  of  the  sheriff 
imder  a  libel  suit  for  $50,000.  Connecticut  has  peculiar  laws  in  re- 
spect to  the  attachment  of  property,  and  by  furnishing  a  bond  of 
oiily  $100  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  taken  advanta^  of  these 
laws  to  the  extent  of  requiring  us  to  furnish  a  bond  of  indemnity 
for  the  release  of  our  property.  The  so-called  libel  consisted  in  my 
publishing  a  confidential  letter  to  mjr  stockholders  which  repeated 
the  language  of  certain  naval  officers  in  regard  to  the  Holland  sub- 
marine. Not  being  a  lawyer,  I  did  not  put  these  statements  (which 
I  had  copied  from  the  testimony  of  these  naval  officers  as  given  in 
one  of  the  House  documents)  in  quotation  marks,  nor  referred  by 
name  to  the  officers  who  had  originally  made  the  statements  as  my 
authority.  I  was  residing  temporarily  in  Bridgeport  at  the  time, 
and  I  had  these  circulars  printed  on  my  initiative  and  sent  them 
down  to  the  New  York  office  for  the  approval  of  my  directors,  to 
be  sent  out  from  there,  as  our  principal  office  was  in  New  York  at 
that  time.  One  of  our  directors,  who  is  an  older  and  much  more 
experienced  man  than  myself,  saw  the  circular  and  advised  against, 
sending  it  out.  My  father  was  in  charge  of  the  office  at  that  time, 
during  my  absence,  and  he  informed  me  that  previous  to  our  di- 
rectors seeing  the  circular,  a  party  had  come  into  the  office  inquiring 
if  anv  stock  could  be  purchased ;  that  he  wanted  to  know  the  status 
of  atfairs  in  regard  to  submarine  boats  in  this  country.  My  father 
gave  him  one  of  the  circulars.  This  party  was  evidently  an  emis- 
sary from  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  for  they  used  this 
circular  as  their  basis  for  the  libel  suit  in  trying  to  stop  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Protector^  as  I  learned  that  a  mysterious  stranger  had  been 
interviewing  a  number  of  our  small  Bridgeport  stockholders.  Their 
evident  belief  was  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  put  up  the  bond  re- 
quired to  continue  construction. 

No  attempt  has  ever  been  made  by  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
panv,  or  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  to  bring  any  of  the  patent  or 
libel  suits  to  trial. 

I  wish  to  introduce  reference  to  these  matters  from  testimony  pre- 
viously submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  ai^d  request 
that  House  Document  No.  123  be  made  a  part  of  this  statement. 

The  third  time  we  were  solicited  to  sell  our  business  was  about 
the  time  of  the  Newport  trials.  My  attention  was  called  to  the  mat- 
ter by  Mr.  Charles  K.  Flint,  of  New  York,  with  whom  we  have  had 
business  relations  in  regard  to  certain  foreign  countries.  Mr.  Flint 
has  never  been  interested,  however,  in  our  American  business. 

According  to  my  recollection,  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Flint  was. 
in  substance,  that  Mr.  Rice  had  spoken  to  him  about  the  purchase  oi 
the  lAke  Company's  interest  in  the  submarine  business  and  wanted 
him  to  find  out  if  it  was  for  sale  and  at  what  price.  I  told  him  that 
as  far  as  I  was  personally  concerned,  I  had  no  desire  to  sell,  as  I 
wished  to  continue  in  the  business  with  which  I  had  been  identified 
since  my  boyhood.  My  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Flint  pointed  out 
the  fact  that  I  had  not  so  far  succeeded  in  securing  any  recognition 
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in  this  country  after  my  many  years  of  endeavor,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  much  better  for  myself  and  stockholders  to  take  a  sum 
of  money  (my  recollection  is  that  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  was 
named  as  trie  amount  he  thought  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would 

g've)  and  let  more  experience  people  handle  the  business  end  of  it 
e  stated  further  that  he  thought  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had 
a  very  high  opinion  of  my  ability  as  an  inventor,  and  that  they  would 
be  disposed  to  paj'  me  a  handsome  salary  to  continue  my  efforts  in 
improving  the  spfimarine  boat,  and  to  act  as  consulting  engineer  for 
them. 

This  conversation  occurred,  according  to  my  recollection,  on  my 
return  from  abroad,  just  previous  to  the  Newport  trials  last  spring. 
I  told  him  I  did  not  think  that  my  directors  would  consent  to  selling 
to  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  but  that  if  a  definite  proposition  was 
made,  of  course  I  would  consider  it  my  duty  to  submit  it  to  them.  I 
believe  Mr.  Flint  mentioned  something  of  this  matter  to  one  of  our 
other  directors. 

The  next  I  heard  about  an  offer  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to 
buy  out  the  Lake  Company  was  several  days  ago.  I  was  confined 
to  my  room  at  the  Engineers'  Club  with  a  severe  cold  and  an  attack 
of  acute  laryngitis.  I  received  a  call  on  the  telephone.  I  answered 
it,  and  recognized  Mr.  Charles  R.  Flint's  voice.  He  stated*  in  sub- 
stance, that  certain  parties,  whose  names  he  did  not  mention,  but 
who,  he  said,  were  at  that  time  under  investigation,  had  sent  to  him 
and  stated  that  they  wanted  peace,  and  plenty  of  it;  that  they  thought 
the  Lake  people  were  responsible  for  the  investigation  and  that  they 
wanted  to  know  where  I  could  be  seen.  I  told  Mr.  Flint  that  I 
was  at  the  Engineers'  Club  and  he  could  see  me  there.  He  said  he 
would  come  right  up.  He  came  up  and  then  went  into  the  matter 
more  in  detail.  He  stated  that  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost  were  in  a 
room  downtown;  that  they  had  sent  a  man  to  see  him  and  wanted 
to  know  if  they  could  not  renew  the  negotiations  that  had  been  dis- 
cussed previously  in  regard  to  securing  the  Lake  Company's  interests, 
or  if  something  could  not  be  done  to  stop  the  investigation.  He  said 
that  both  were  apparently  very  much  concerned  about  the  Lilley 
investigation  and  he  thought  they  were  willing  to  do  most  anything 
to  stop  it.  I  told  him  I  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  this 
investigation  in  any  way,  shape,  or  fashion;  did  not  know  an  in- 
vestigation was  to  be  made ;  that  I  hardly  knew  Mr.  Lilley,  having 
only  just  recently  been  introduced  to  him  and  having  met  him  only 
once  since  then ;  that  I  did  not  believe,  even  if  I  were  disposed  to  stop 
the  investigation  which  had  been  started,  that  there  was  any  possible 
way  in  which  it  could  be  done,  as  I  took  it  the  matter  was  entirely 
out  of  Mr.  Lilley's  hands. 

I  think  Mr.  Flint's  reply  to  that  was :  "  Well,  there  is  no  need  of 
your  telling  them  that  and  I  don't  see  that  there  is  any  harm  in 
listening  to  their  offer."  He  asked  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to  his 
hearing  their  proposition.  I  said  no,  I  had  not.  He  then  called  up 
on  the  phone  and  made  an  appointment  to  see  some  one  in  reference 
to  the  matter — I  do  not  know  whom.  He  said  he  would  return, 
which  he  did  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours.  According  to  my 
recollection  the  proposition  which  he  then  submitted  was  this : 

The  Electric  Boat  Company  would  give  $1,000,000  in  preferred 
stock  and  $2,000,000  in  common  stock  if  I  would  turn  our  United 
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States  rights  over  to  them  and  use  whatever  influence  we  might  have 
to  stop  the  investigation. 

My  reply  to  that  was:    "  It  does  not  interest  me." 

He  stated,  I  believe,  that  this  proposition  had  been  made  to  him 
by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Brown,  and  that  Brown  wanted  to  arrange 
for  him  and  myself  to  meet  Rice  and  Frost.  I  said  I  could  not  do 
that  under  any  circumstances.  He  then  said :  "  Well,  have  you  any 
objection  to  my  meeting  them?"  I  told  him  he  was  free  to  do  as  he 
pleased.  He  then  called  up  a  man  whom  I  assumed  to  be  Brown, 
and  I  took  it  from  the  way  the  conversation  was  carried  on  that 
Brown  was  in  the  same  room  with  Messrs.  Rice  and  Frost.  Mr. 
Flint  stated  to  the  man  at  the  other  end  of  the  wire  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  aee  his  party  if  they  would  call  at  his  house.  Mr.  Flint  in- 
formed me  that  they  would  not  come  to  his  house  as  they  were  afraid 
that  they  were  being  watched;  that  they  thought  Mr.  Lilley  had  a 
tletective  on  them,  but  that  they  would  meet  liim  at  the  Gilsey  House. 
He  refused  to  meet  them  at  the  Gilsey  House,  saying  that  if  they 
wanted  to  talk  business  they  must  come  to  him. 

Not  being  able  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  arrangement,  as  I  took 
it  from  the  conversation  over  the  phone,  Mr.  Flint  left,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, went  to  his  office.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  met  or  not,  but 
I  gave  Mr.  Flint  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  would  not  be  inter- 
ested in  any  stock  proposition,  even  to  the  extent  of  submitting  it  to 
my  board  of  directors.  Later  he  returned  and  stated  that  they  were 
disposed  to  give  considerable  cash — my  recollection  is  that  the  price 
named  was  $1,0005000  in  cash  and  some  other  consideration  in  the 
nature  of  royalties.  I  told  him  I  did  not  believe  they  had  $1,000,000 
in  hand,  as  1  had  and  still  have  some  of  their  notes,  which  they  have 
recently  renewed,  and  of  which  their  attorneys  knew.  It  seemed  to 
me  they  would  have  considerable  difficulty  at  this  time  in  raising 
$1,000,000  in  cash,  and  that  probably  the  whole  negotiations  were 
being  conducted  on  their  part  with  some  ulterior  motive  in  view  with 
regard  to  this  investigation.  I  told  Mr.  Flint  I  did"  not  care  to  give 
the  matter  any  further  consideration.  He  agreed  with  me  that  the 
probabilities  were  that  their  object  was  as  I  had  stated. 

The  Chaikman.  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything,  Mr.  Lake? — A.  No; 
I  think  not. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  your  system  of  your  type  of  submarines  is  of  an 
entirely  different  character  than  the  Electric  company's,  we  under- 
^nd?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  considerably  different  machinery  and  different  ar- 
rangements, I  presume? — ^A.  That  is,  the  propelling  machinery  is 
very  similar  to  all  boats  of  the  present  day — ^system  of  gasoline  en- 
gines, storage  batteries,  and  motors — ^principal  machinery;  that  is 
similar. 

Q.  But  the  bulk  of  the  machinery,  then,  that  is  used  would  be 
about  the  same? — ^A.  About  the  same,  I  should  take  it. 

Q.  Your  design  is,  as  I  presume  the  design  of  the  other  must  bd, 
to  furnish  the  most  efficient  boat  for  submarine  defense? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tliat  is  what  you  design  to  do? — ^A.  I  go  a  little  further  than 
that,  and  claim  that  our  boat  is  well  adapted  for  defensive  and  offen- 
sive operations. 
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Q.  That  is  to  say,  you  can  operate  on  the  surface  of  the  water? — 
A.  No;  but  that  we  can  carry  the  attack  into  the  eremy's  country, 
and,  I  think,  primarily  the  boat  was  considered  purely  as  a  defense 
for  harbors,  but  submarines  are  being  built  to-day  for  the  purpose 
of  going  to  distant  countries  and  making  an  attack — ^blockade  a  fleet 
of  an  enemy  in  their  own  harbors,  for  instance. 

Q.  That  IS  to  say  they  have  a  wider  radius  of  action  or  can  stand 
the  seas  better. — A.  We  think  our  type  of  boat  is  better  adapted  as  a 
seagoing  vessel  than  the  cigar- shaped  craft,  because  we  have  a  large 
width  superstructure  that  enables  us  to  have  a  large  surface  of  re- 
serve buoyancy,  it  is  called.  In  other  words,  we  are  building  boats 
to-day  with  a  reserve  buoyancy  of  28  or  30  per  cent  that  compares 
very  favorably  with  surface  vessels.  Formerly  the  earlier  submarine 
had.  a  very  small  reserve  buoyancy,  10  to  15  per  cent.  The  result  is 
in  a  heavy  seaway  the  sea  simply  swept  over  the  vessels  and  it 
would  be  mipossible  for  any  person  to  stand  any  length  of  time  on 
deck  or  make  any  voyages  without  any  discomfort. 

Q.  Your  new  type  has  practically  a  wider  radius  of  action  than  any 
heretofore  made? — A.  We  think  so. 

Q.  Do  those  improvements  that  you  have  made  cost  you  more 
money? — A.  We  think  so. 

Q.  You  expect  to  get  more  money  for  them? — A.  We  should  get 
more  money  for  them. 

Q.  You  ask  more,  I  presume? — A.  No;  we  do  not  ask  more.  On 
the  ton  basis  I  think  our  prices  are  considerably  less. 

Q.  I  was  not  comparing  your  prices  with  other  companies,  not. 
yet,  but  with  what  you  have  asked  heretofore. — A.  You  are  referring 
to  the  prices  we  sold  our  boats  at  ? 

Q.  No;  because  I  understand  you  have  not  sold  any. — ^A.  We  have 
sold  to  foreign  countries. 

Q.  I  am  just  speaking  about  this  country.  What  did  you  do  with 
the  boat  Protectprf — A.  Sold  it  abroad. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  effort  to  sell  it  to  this  country,  to  our  Govern- 
ment?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  offer  was  not  accepted  ? — A.  The  Senate  passed  a  bill 
authorizing  her  purchase,  but  it  was  killed  in  the  House. 

Q.  When  was  that?— A.  I  think  in  1903  or  1904— it  was  in  1904. 

Q.  Since  that  you  have  made  another  effort  to  sell  a  boat  to  this 
country  up  to  within  the  last  year? — A.  No;  we  notified  the  Gov- 
ernment we  intended  to  submit  a  small  boat  that  we  have,  the  Lake 
boat,  which  was  in  the  trials;  that  it  was  our  intention  to  offer  her 
to  the  Government,  but  in  view  of  the  exclusive  legislation  last  year 
we  did  not  offer  her,  so  that  I  felt  at  least  the  Government  had  no  au- 
thority to  buy  her  under  that  legislation. 

Q.  You  kept  watch  of  legislation  closely  with  the  idea  of  pushin^r 
your  boat  ? — A.  As  I  say,  I  was  abroad  and  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  it  until  the  law  had  passed. 

Q.  But  it  is  the  general  design  of  your  company  to  push  its  boats 
legitimately  with  this  and  other  governments? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  construction  more  expensive  now  than  it  was  five  or  six 
years  ago? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  Because  much  higher  speeds  are  bein^ 
reciuired. 
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Q-  Does  that  cost  much  more? — A.  Oh,  yes;  the  power  required 
goes  up  enormously  as  the  speed  goes  up. 

Q.  You  provide  a  boat  of  nearly  500  tons  capacity,  do  you,  under 
jour  last  contract  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  speed  does  your  contract  call  for  ? — A.  Our  contract  calls 
for  14  knots,  but  we  are  expecting  to  get  it  up  to  16. 

Q.  Now,  what  kind  of  a  contract  would  you  have  made  six  years 
ago,  what  speed  would  you  have  dared  to  contract  for  then? — A.  I 
think  six  years  ago  we  might  have  contracted  for  the  same  speed  that 
we  are  contracting  for  to-day.  I  am  a  little  afraid  we  would  not 
have  been  able  to  have  fulfilled  our  contract  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  contract  did  you  think  you  could  have  fulfilled 
six  years  ago  as  to  speed  ? — A.  Six  years  ago  ?  We  are  building  to- 
day boats,  the  plans  of  which  were  submitted  to  this  Government  in 
11K)1 ;  we  are  building  abroad  boats  practically  under  those  designs, 
and  we  expect  to  get  between  14  and  15  knots  on  the  surface  in  those 
boats  and  oetween  8  or  9  knots  submerged. 

Q.  Would  you  have  done  the  same  thing  six  years  ago  ? — A.  Yes ; 
I  think  we  would. 

Q.  Is  there  any  difference,  then,  in  the  cost  of  construction  as  to  that 
*Taft  six  years  ago  and  now? — A.  Yes;  because  the  boat  we  are  offer- 
ing uow  because  of  the  fact  that  we  are  expecting  to  get  16  knots 
iri>tead  of  14,  it  requires  a  great  deal  more  machmery,  much  more 
{powerful  machinery. 

Q.  .Vnd  I  suppose  other  improvements? — A.  Other  improvements, 
yes. 

Q.  Of  minor  importance? — A.  No;  rather  important  improve- 
ments in  regard  to  the  torpedo  firing  mechanism,  rather  expensive 
additions. 

Q.  Now,  then,  about  how  much  additional  expense  do  you  e^stimate 
that  such  a  type  of  boat  would  require  from  a  type  that  you  would 
have  dared  to  contract  for  and  deliver,  say,  six  years  ago? — A.  I,pre- 
-^UFne  you  ar^  referring  now  to  the  plans  we  are  proposing  to  build 
from  in  comparison  with  the  plans  we  submitted  to  the  Department 
six  years  ago. 

Q.  Yes;  that  is  exactly  what  I  want. — A.  This  present  boat  would 
<xjst  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  more,  I  should  say, 
on  a  rough  guess. 

Q.  Ana  is  other  ship  construction  proportionately  expensive — take 
the  torpedo  boats  or  the  battle  ships? — A.  I  should  consider  that  the 
expense  of  submarine  boats  would  compare  the  nearest  with  that  of 
the  surface  torpedo  boat. 

Q.  So  that  of  that  type  of  construction  that  has  been  invented  in 
the  last,  few  years  there  has  been  an  increased  charge  for  those  im- 
provements in  the  last  few  years? — A.  By  the  increased  speed  re- 
^jiiired,  that  has  been  the  principal  cause  of  the  increase  in  cost. 

Q.  And  there  has  been  a  material  increase  of  cost? — A.  I  should 
*ay  present  demands  have  increased  the  cost. 

Q.  So  that  an  estimate  that  might  have  been  fair  six  years  ago 
and  that  you  would  have  dared  to  accept  six  years  ago  you  would  not 
dire  to  accept  now? — A.  Well,  of  course,  the  boat  which  we  are 
hiiilding  now  has  these  additional  features  and  additional  speed. 

y.  The  best  Ixmt  you  can  get  now  as  compared  with  the  boat  you 
^'m\d  have  put  out  six  years  ago? — A.  Would  cost  more  money;  yes. 
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Q.  And  vou  have  estimated  about  fifty  to  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  ? — A.  I  should  say  fifty  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  more 
for  the  boat  that  we  are  proposing  now. 

Q.  Now,  as  I  recall  that  contract  that  you  had  of  the  $450,000,  a 
part  of  it  represents  interest  on  the  investment  that  you  mu^ 
make? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  represents  interest? — A.  I  think  the  Secre- 
tary testified  he  allowed  $20,000  to  $25,000.  I  added  $25,000  in  niy 
original  estimate.  That  is  what  we  asked  for,  but  we  did  not  consider 
that  we  were  receiving  any  interest  allowance,  because  we  asked 
oriffinally  $525,000. 

Q.  And  the  Navy  Department  cut  you  down  to  $450,000? — A.  Cut 
us  down  to  $450,000. 

Q.  Do  you  furnish  the  same  type  for  $450,000  that  you  proposed  to 
furnish  for  $525,000? — A.  Yes,  sir;  we  propose  to  furnish  the  same 
type  of  boat  as  we  proposed  to  furnish  for  $525,000. 

Q.  And  of  that  amount  the  excess  cost  over  construction,  such  a> 
you  would  have  made  six  years  ago,  would  be  about  $75,000  ? — ^A.  I 
am  comparing  it  with  the  boat  we  submitted  to  the  Department  six 
years  ago.  That  boat  was,  of  course,  a  smaller  boat.  That  was^  12-^ 
long  and  this  boat  is  161  feet.  They  were  built  on  lines  whicli  we 
assumed  at  that  time  were  good  enough  to  make  a  speed  according 
to  the  usual  form.  Now  we  have  the  system  of  running  models  in 
tanks,  by  means  of  which  we  get  more  reliable  data  as  to  the  actual 
performance  of  the  veasel. 

Q.  Such  a  tank  as  we  have  down  here  at  the  Washington  Navy- 
Yard? — A.  Yes;  and  at  that  time  we  were  perfectly  honest  in  our 
belief  that  we  would  get  16  knots,  and  since  we  have  had  model  trial? 
of  that  particular  tvpe  we  found  we  would  be  only  able  to  get  betwe^ 
14  and  15. 

Q.  In  bidding  to  construct  such  a  boat  as  you  have,  do  you  use  the 
basis  of  tonnage  as  an  estimate  of  cost? — A.  I  do.  I  think  most  ship- 
builders use  the  basis  of  tonnage  in  the  rough. 

Q.  Is  it  the  popular  use  of  tonnage,  or  do  you  use  it  in  a  technical 
way  in  framing  your  bids? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  that  would  apply 
in  all  cases;  but  most  shipbuilders — you  go  and  agk  them  the  priw  of 
a  trim  ship,  for  instance,  or  a  ship  of  a  certain  type,  a  trans- Atlantic 
liner,  and  they  will  tell  you,  and  I  believe  a  battle  ship  or  cruiser, 
they  will  name  a  price  sometimes  in  a  very  few  minutes. 

Q.  That  is  rather  a  standard  type  of  a  ship  of  which  a  considerable 
number  are  constructed  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  think  the  same  thing  applies. 

Q.  You  think  the  same  thing  applies  to  that  type  of  vessel? — ^A. 
That  has  been  my  custom  of  calculating. 

Q.  So  that  when  you  go  to  the  Navy  Department  to  Admiral 
Capps,  when  you  confer  with  him  about  constructing  a  vessel,  you 
use  the  tonnage  system  as  a  basis  for  constructing  them?— ^A.  Yes; 
because  there  was  ample  allowance,  and  it  was  safe  in  doing  that^ 
because  they  usually  have  ample  allowance  of  profit. 

Q.  And  speaking  of  the  matter  of  the  method  of  presenting  your 
bids  to  the  Navy  Department. — A.  Yes;  I  do  not  know  a  single 
instance  where  I  have  calculated  in  determining  the  price,  in  naming 
the  price,  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance  where  I  have  gone  into 
detail  and  worked  out  the  cost  of  that  vessel.  It  is  very  seldom  that 
the  details  of  a  vessel  are  worked  out.    The  working  out  of  the  de- 
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tails  goes  along  with  the  construction  of  a  vessel;  it  is  impossible 
to  tell. 

Q.  Has  the  tonnage  price,  the  price  per  ton,  increased  in  construc- 
tion for  the  last  six  or  seven  years? — ^A.  The  selling  price? 

Q.  The  cost  of  construction  and  selling  price  both.  Do  you  have 
to  pay  more  and  do  you  get  more  than  you  did  then  for  your  vessel? — 
A.  I  think  the  prices  remain  fairly  uniform.  The  cost  in  some 
respects  has  been  slightly  increased,  especially  in  re^rd  to  brass. 

Q.  Does  labor  cost  you  any  more? — ^A.  Yes.  I  think  perhaps 
labor  has  gone  up  to  some  extent. 

Q.  Do  you  have  to  pay  more  for  your  skilled  men? — A.  I  believe 
prices  have  increased  slightly  in  this  country. 

Q.  Does  material  cost  you  any  more? — A.  I  am  not  sure  about 
that,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  it  does.    They  are  details  I 
have  not  kept  in  touch  with. 
Q.  You  have  patents  on  your  vessels? — A.  Yes  sir. 
Q.  Many  of  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wlio  holds  the  title  to  those  patents? — A.  I  hold  the  title  to 
them. 

Q.  For  yourself? — A.  No;  the  various  companies  liave  certain 
rights  to  certain  things. 

Q.  Do  you  calculate  any  charge  for  the  patent  rights  for  these 
vessels? — A.  That,  of  course,  is  part  of  the  general  expenses  in  con- 
neeti(Mi  with  our  patents. 

Q.  Do  you  have  patents  now  that  you  did  not  have  six  years  ago? — 
A.  Oh,  yes;  many. 

Q.  Do  you  use  them  in  constructing  and  operating  your  vessels? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  those  patents? — A.  Well,  not  es- 
peciallv,  it  simply  goes  in  with  the  general  profits. 

Q.  It  is  one  of  the  things? — A.  It  has  cost  us  a  great  deal  of 
money,  and  of  course  we  hope  to  get  sufficient  profit  to  cover  our 
expenses  in  that  direction. 

Q.  In  estimating  the  cost  of  a  vessel  do  you  fix  any  sum  in  the 
rough  or  in  particular  that  is  charged  for  the  use  of  your  patents? — 
A.  Xo,  no. 

Q.  You  just  get  what  you  can  out  of  it? — A.  We  are  satisfied  to 
pet  what  is  now  considered  a  fair  price  for  submarines  per  ton.  We 
are  satisfied  to  build  them  on  that  oasis.  In  fact,  we  have  taken  con- 
tracts for  considerable  less  than  the  usual  prices. 

Q.  Has  yoiu*  tonnage  price  increased  or  decreased  in  the  last  six 
years? — A.  Decreased. 

Q.  Why?  Because  it  is  cheaper  to  build  or  because  you  build 
lar^r  vessels? — A.  Of  course  our  prices  abroad,  the  prices  have  been 
lower  because  of  the  extensive  competition  over  here,  and  in  this 
country  they  have  been  lowered,  you  might  say,  because  of  competi- 
tion as  well.  We  have  been  trying  to  get  business  here,  and  conse- 
quently we  thought  a  low  price  might  be  an  inducement. 

Q.  'I^'ou  stated  that  you  were  here  during  the  trials  of  last 
^ring. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  come  over  for  the  purpose  of  attending  those  trials? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  were  here  at  the  time  those  trials  were  had? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  ^Vhere  were  you? — A.  I  was  at  Newport. 
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Q.  And  did  the  best  you  could  to  have  your  boat  make  as  good  a 
presentation  as  jx)ssible? — A.  T  had  nothing:  to  do  with  preparing 
the  boat.    I  arrived  there  the  day  after  the  trials  started. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay?— A.  All  through  the  triak. 

Q.  \Slien  did  you  return  to  EuroiM*? — A.  Inimediately  afterwards, 
within  a  very  few  days  afterwards. 

Q.  And  you  were  satisfied  with  the  way  the  trials  were  con- 
ducted?— A.  Entirely.  You  are  referring  to  the  Government  method 
of  conducting:  the  trials? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  T  have  no  fault  to  find  whatever.  In  fact,  I  consid- 
ered they  were  eminently  fair. 

Q.  So  the  fact  that  your  boat  was  considered  inferior  by  the  board 
is  something  that  you  could  reasonably  expect  from  the  whole  situa- 
tion?— A.  The  fact  that  the  boat  was  a  boat  very  much  smaller  and 
older  in  design,  and  not  our  latest  tyj>e  of  boat  at  all,  with  less  power 
in  the  machinery,  in  fact,  to  my  mind,  only  one  decision  could  be 
reached.  When  I  received  word  that  the  bill,  or  rather  the  act,  was 
passed  in  the  way  it  was,  I  inmiediately  cabled  my  people  here  for 
permision  to  sell  the  boat  abroad,  as  I  felt  we  had  no  chance  under 
the  competition. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  proceedings  that  were  initi- 
ated by  your  counsel  and  others  to  get  whatever  rights  you  could 
under  legislation  after  that  test? — A.  I  only  know  that  Senator 
Thurston  prepared  a  brief  to  submit  to  the  Attorney-General. 

Q.  Do  von  know  anvthing  about  the  steps  that  were  taken  bv 
them?— A.  No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Senator  Bulkcley,  of  Connecticut? — A.  I  met 
Senator  Bulkeley  after  I  returned  here  this  winter.  That  is  the  first 
time  I  had  ever  met  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Charles  B.  Brooker,  of  Ansonia? — A.  No, 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  few  questions.  In  this  pre])ared  state- 
ment which  you  submitted,  by  whom  was  it  prepared? — A.  I  pre- 
pared it. 

Q.  You  dictated  it  yourself  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  a  stenographer? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  submitted  it  to  Senator 
Thurston  afterwards.    I  do  not  think  he  changed  a  word. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  never  au- 
thorized any  person  to  negotiate  with  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Companj^  or  Electric  Boat' Company  or  any  other  company.  Have 
you  ever  authorized  anybody  i — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  ever  authorize  anybody? — A.  No;  I  am 
quite  sure  he  did  not.  His  interest  in  the  company  is  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  him. 

Q.  He  was  an  officer  of  the  companv? — A.  Yes:  but  as  to  selling 
out  the  conii>any,  he  would  not  naturally  do  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  sav,  ''The  first  time  I  was  approached  was  bv  a  Mr. 
Hurd."— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  AAHien  was  that  i — A.  'We  had  the  office  in  New  York  at  that 
time.  We  discontinued  that  office  I  think  in  1900  or  1901,  it  must 
have  been  previous  to  that. 

Q.  Where  was  it  that  you  were  approached?  Tn  this  country? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.     He  came  from  abroad. 
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Q.  He  was  a  foreigner? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  a 
foreigner. 

Q.  He  came  from  abroad^ — A.  Yes;  I  understood  so.  Mr.  Maxim 
was  over  here  at  that  time,  and  he  later  brought  Mr.  Maxim  in. 

Q.  You  say,  '*  In  1902  I  was  approached  by  a  Mr.  Hall.'' — A.  Yes. 
sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  rest  of  his  name? — A.  That  is  all  I  know.  He  was 
a  Yale  graduate,  and  that  is  about  all  I  know  of  him,  and  I  have  for- 
gotten hi.>  initials. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  business? — A.  He  had  a  business  in  New  York 
then;  I  have  l>een  to  his  place  of  business.  He  manufactured  sub- 
marine lamps,  and  guns  for  jachts  and  yacht  fittings,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  his  place  of  business  is  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  lately  have  you  seen  him? — A.  I  have  not  seen  him  for 
years. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  claim  to  represent  ? — A.  Some  syndicate  of  people, 
he  claimed — we  were  seeking  capital  at  that  time  to  build  the  Pro- 
tector, 

Q.  Y'^our  company  was  seeking  capital  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  claimed  to  represent  somebody  who  could  furnish  it? — 
A  Somebody  who  could  furnish  the  capital. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  it  was  that  he  claimed  to  represent? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  he  brought  a  lawyer  with  him  ? — A.  Y"es,  sir. 

Q.  "Who  was  that  lawyer? — A.  His  name  I  have  forgotten. 

Q.  That  was  in  1902  ? — A.  Y^es,  sir.  I  am  not  charging  that  these 
overtures  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  We  are  trying  to  find  out. — A.  I  am  simply  reciting  the  facts 
as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  We  want  to  get  all  you  know,  to  see  who  was  back  of  these 
people.  Y^ou  say :  "  During  this  November  Mr.  Hall  frequently 
visited  one  of  our  then  directors." — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  that?— A.  That  was  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  AVhat  was  his  first  name? — A.  Friend  W.  Smith,  of  Bridge- 
port. 

Q.  Ls  he  now  connected  with  any  torpedo  boat  company  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  his  business? — A.  He  is  a  manufacturer  of  chains  and 
Government  locks,  post-office;  he  furnishes  the  locks  for  the  mail 
boxes,  I  believe. 

Q.  Y"ou  say :  ''  My  reply  to  him  was  that  I  was  building  the 
Protector  at  the  request  of  the  Navy  Department." — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  requested  you  to  build  the  Protector? — A.  Practically  the 
entire  Board  on  Construction. 

Q.  Was  it  a  written  request? — A.  No,  sir.  That  came  about  in 
this  way :  I  appeared  before  them  and  I  submitted  my  plans  to  them. 
I  prepared  three  sets  of  plans,  and  I  had  a  hearing  before  the  Board 
on  Construction,  composed  at  that  time  of  Admiral  O'Niel,  Admiral 
Melville,  Admiral  Bowles,  Admiral  Bradford,  and  Sigsbee,  and  they 
seemed  to  think  very  favorably  of  the  plan,  and  at  the  end  of  our 
interview  they  stated  in  substance — 1  remember  that  distinctly, 
because  that  was  what  caused  me  to  organize  my  company  and 
assimie  the  gi-eat  responsibility  of  building  a  war  vessel  from  our  own 
resources — the  spokesman  stated :  "  Mr.  Lake,  we  have  looked  at  your 
plans  and  discussed  the  matter '' — I  am  not  proposing  to  repeat  ver- 
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batim  now — ^"  and  we  think  well  of  it."  The  statement  of  the  inter- 
view was  afterwards  published  in  the  paper  practically  to  the  same 
effect;  we  can  probably  find  that.  "  But,  they  said,  '*  legislation  has 
so  far  provided  for  boats  of  the  Holland  type  specifically,  and  we  do 
not  think  that  any  legislation  could  pass  through  Congress  that 
would  permit  us  to  purchase  a  boat  of  your  type  or  contract  for  a 
boat  of  your  type.  Now,  the  only  thing  we  can  say  in  regard  to  this 
matter  is,  that  if  you  have  suiEcient  confidence  in  the  merits  of  your 
type  of  boat,  and  you  have  sufficient  friends  who  will  back  you,  if 
you  will  build  a  boat  and  submit  it  to  the  Navy  Department,  one  thing 
we  can  guarantee,  and  that  is  a  fair  trial  on  its  merits;  and  if  that 
boat  is  considered  of  sufficient  value,  if  we  consider  it  of  sufficient 
value  to  the  country,  then  we  can  make  a  definite  recommendation  to 
Congress;  but  in  view  of  the  class  of  legislation  which  has  gone 
through  before,  our  hands  are  tied  and  we  can  not  do  anything." 

Q.  Then  thev  said  if  you  wanted  to  get  a  contract  you  better  build 
a  boat? — A.  Yes;  in  substance,  and  that  they  would  give  it  a  fair 
and  immediate  trial  on  its  completion. 

Q.  You  say  a  little  later,  or  shortly  after  your  refusal  to  sell  your 
controlling  interest  to  the  Brooklyn  attorney,  you  received  a  letter 
from  an  attome}^  of  the  Electric  Company  demanding  that  you  imme- 
diately stop  the  construction  of  your  boat.  That  was  not  with  refer- 
ence to  a  sale? — A.  No.  They  demanded  that  we  stop  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Protector^  which  we  were  building  to  offer  to  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  understanding  which  I  have  just  recited. 

Q.  That  related  to  an  infringement  of  the  patent? — A.  They  said 
that. 

Q.  Who  was  that  attorney? — A.  His  name  was  Bennett.  I  have 
forgotten  his  initials. 

Q.  You  say,  "  One  of  our  directors,  who  is  an  older  and  much 
more  experienced  man  than  myself,  saw  this  circular." — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  advised  against  consenting  to  it,  and  that  your  father  in- 
formed you  that  previous  to  your  director's  seeing  this  circular  a 
party  had  come  into  the  office  inquiring  where  stock  could  be  pur- 
chased. Who  was  that  party? — A.  I  don't  remember.  It  is  evi- 
dently that  circular  which  I  saw  down  here  the  other  day  for  the 
first  time,  and  it  is  the  only  one,  perhaps,  in  existence. 

Q.  Who  was  the  "older  and  more  experienced  director?" — 
A.  Mr.  L,  B.  Miller. 

Q.  He  is  still  connected  with  the  company? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  "The  third  time  we  were  solioited  to  sell  our  business  was  about 
the  time  of  the  Newport  trials."    That  was  in  1907? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  "  My  attention  was  called  to  the  matter  by  Mr.  Charles  R. 
Flint,  of  New  York,  with  whom  we  have  had  business  relations  in  re- 
^rd  to  foreign  countries."  Mr.  Flint  was  in  your  employ? — A.  No, 
sir:  he  was  not  in  our  employ.  Mr.  Flint  is  rather  a  large  operator 
ana  has  had  to  do  with  supplying  munitions  of  war  to  various  govern- 
ments. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  transacted  any  business  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company? — A.  Yes;  in  relation  to  foreign  governments. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  been  doing  business  and  was  doing  business  with  your 
company? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And   still   is  doing  business   with   your  company? — A.  Yes; 
abroad. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  the  concern  with  which  Mr.  Flint  is  con- 
nected?— A.  Flint  &  Co.,  I  believe. 
Q.  Where  is  their  office? — A.  On  Broad  street,  New  York. 
Q.  Do  they  manufacture  anything? — A.  I  do  not  know.     They 
have  very  large  offices  there,  and  the  business  is  mining  and  rail- 
roading  

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  "  company  "  is? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 
Q.  You  do  not  know  any  of  the  members  of  the  "company? "' — 
A.  Yes.  yes;  I  know  Mr.  Cordela  and  Mr.  Hart  O.  Berg.  1  will  state 
that  our  relations  are  not  with  Flint  &  Co.  directly.  Our  direct  rela- 
tions are  with  Mr.  Hart  O.  Berg,  and  Mr.  Flint  is  identified  with 
him  in  some  way.  One  does  business  on  one  side  of  the  ocean  and  one 
on  the  other. 

Q.  What  are  your  relations  with  those  two  gentlemen? — ^A.  They 
simply  look  after  the  selling  of  our  boats  abroad. 

Q.  I  thought  you  stated  one  on  one  side  of  the  ocean  and  the  other 
on  the  other? — A.  I  am  referring  to  Mr.  Flint.  I  do  not  know 
exactlv  what  their  relations  are. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Flint  or  Mr.  Berg,  either  or  both  of  them,  the  ones  who 
have  charge  of  the  expenditures  in  foreign  countries  or  in  any  foreign 
country  in  securing  contracts  or  legislation  ? — A.  No.  They  are  what 
you  might  call  selling — ^simply  in  the  sales;  they  do  not  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  our  finances. 

Q.  Do  they  get  a  commission,  or  in  what  way  are  they  paid? — 
A.  Thev  get  commission  in  some  cases,  and  in  other  cases  there  is  a 
profit  scaring. 

Q.  By  whom  are  their  expenses  paid? — ^A.  They  pay  their  own 
expenses. 

Q.  The  commissions,  then,  are  supposed  to  be  large  enough  to  cover 
thier  expenses? — A.  Yes.  They  sell  all  sorts  of  things.  Mr.  Flint 
was  the  representative  of  the  Kussian  Government  in  the  recent  war, 
and  he  furnished — I  am  told  he  furnished  the  Brazilian  Government 
with  a  navy.  I  believe  he  represented  our  Government  during  the 
Spanish-American  war  and  expended  a  very  large  amount  of  money 
for  this  Government. 

Q.  They  are  still  in  your  employ  in  that  way?-^A.  We  still  have 
an  arrangement  with  them,  as  far  as  Europe  is  concerned. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  them  to  represent  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany in  any  way? — A.  I  do  not  know;  although  they  may  have 
done  so. 
Q.  As  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  Their  business,  as  I  take  it,  is  to  sell 

goods 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  of  their  representing  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  ? — A.  I  never  knew  of  it. 

Q.  You  say,  "I  believe  Mr.  Flint  mentioned  something  of  this 
matter  to  one  of  our  other  directors."  Who  was  the  other  director? — 
A.  That  was  Mr.  Miller. 

Q»  Then  you  say,  "  The  next  I  heard  about  an  offer  by  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  to  buy  out  the  Lake  company  was  several  days  ago.'* 
Can  you  give  us  the  date  of  that? — ^A.  It  was  several  days  previous 
to  my  preparing  this,  which  has  been  prepared — I  prepared  it  imme- 
diately after  Mr.  Eice  gave  his  testimony. 
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Q.  But  if  you  do  not  know  the  date  when  you  prepared  it.  give  us 
the  other  date. — A.  Mr.  Rice  said.  I  think,  the  25th  of  March. 

Q.  Does  that  correspond  with  your  recollection? — A.  Approxi- 
mately so. 

Q.  You  say  here  again,  ''  He  said  I  believe  that  this  proposition 
had  been  made  to  him  by  a  man  named  Browne."  AMio  is  Browne  ? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  him.     I  never  met  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  correspondence  with  him  ? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Never  have  met  him  ? — A.  I  never  have  met  him. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him? — A.  I  never  have  seen  him  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  You  say  further,  "  I  told  him  I  didn't  believe  they  had  a  niil- 
lion  dollars  in  hand,  as  I  had  and  still  have  some  of  their  notes  which 
they  have  renewed,  and  of  which  their  attomevs  knew."  Do  you 
mean  you  had  some  notes  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  Ye>, 
sir. 

Q.  To  what  amount? — A.  F'we  thousand  dollars;  two  notes  of 
$2,500  each. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  have  them? — A.  I  think  I  prefer  our 
attorneys  to  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  I'lirKSTtJN.  I  can  tell  you  about  it.  if  the  committee  desire.  I 
will  just  tell  the  committee  confidentially  here. 

«  «  «  «       *  *  «  • 

Q.  The  notes  then  were  not  in  payment  on  account  of  purchase 
money  or  anything  of  that  kind? — A.  Oh,  no.  I  simply  mentioneii 
that  to  confirm  my  belief  that  I  did  nfot  think  they  could  raise  ii  mil- 
lion dollars.  They  renewed  one  of  those  notes  after  they  knew  it  was 
in  my  possession,  knd  I  do  not  believe  they  would  do  that — r- 

Q.'  You  say,  "  The  following  day  I  returned  to  Bridgeport,  and  a 
day  or  two  later  I  received  a  telephone  message  from  Mr.  Flint  that 
they  had  been  after  him  again."  WTio  do  you  mean  by  "they?" — 
A.  I  presume  he  referred  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  At  least 
I  so  interpreted  it. 

Q.  Then  you  were  not  present  at  any  interview  with  Mr.  Rice  or 
any  other  officer  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  No.  I  should 
never  have  mentioned  this  at  all,  except  Mr.  Rice  volunteered  that 
information,  and  I  felt  it  proper  to  our  interests  to  give  my  \mder- 
standing  of  it. 

Q.  What  he  said,  however,  seems  to  correspond  with  what  you  say 
to  this  extent,  that  there  were  some  conferences  in  which  the  sale  or 
purchase  or  amalgamation  was  discussed. — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  there 
was;  yes.     Mr.  Flint  is  the  only  man  that  I  met  in  the  matter.  . 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  stating  now  who  is  the  largest  stock- 
holder in  the  Lake  Boat  Company? — A.  Myself. 

Q.  Do  you  own  a  controlling  interest  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  own  right,  or  do  you  hold  it  for  other  people  ? — A.  In 
my  own  right. 

Q.  It  takes  ccmsiderable  money  to  build  boats? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mind  stating  who  are  your  principal  financial  back- 
ers?— A.  We  have  not  any  principal  financial  backei-s  at  the  present 
time.  We  have  been  fortunate  enough  in  making  money  enough,  and 
we  do  not  require  any  backing. 

Q.  You,  or  the  company,  are  able  to  carry  out  your  contracts  with- 
out assistance? — A.  We  have  been  so  far. 
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Q.  What  dividends  does  the  company  pay? — A.  We  have  paid 
dividends  of  20  per  cent  in  the  aggregate. 

Q.  Annually? — A.  No,  no. 

Q.  You  mean  altogether. — A.  Altogether  we  have  paid  dividends 
to  date  20  per  cent. 

Q.  On  how  much  capital  stock? — ^A.  Part  of  it  was  on  $1,000,000 
and  part  of  it  was  on  $2,000,000  capital. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  you  can  suggest  that  would 
aid  this  committee  in  this  investigation  ?— A.  No ;  I  do  not. 
By  Mr.  Howard  : 

Q.  What  foreign  governments  have  you  made  contracts  with? — 
A.  Russia,  Austria. 

Q.  In  dealing  with  those  Governments  do  you  deal  with  execu- 
tive branches  of  the  Governments  or  the  legislative  branch? — A. 
With  the  executive  branch  entirely.  I  have  not  met,  in  any  of  my 
conferences  with  the  Governments — ^I  have  never  met  any  legislators 
in  any  of  those  Governments. 

Q.  You  have  not  aproached  the  Doirnia  of  Russia? — A.  No.  All 
of  my  dealings  have  been  with  the  technical  head  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment. 

Q.  Isn't  it  true  that  those  Governments  deal  in  matters  of  this 
sort,  connected  with  their  Admiralty,  through  the  executive  branches 
of  their  Government,  without  reference  to  any  legislative  action  ? — 
A  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  thejr  do. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  compare  the  naval  strength  of 
the  different  princijpal  powers? — A.  No;  1  can  not  say  that  I  have. 
In  ^neral  way,  or  course,  I  know  that  England  is  the  largest.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  we  are  second.  In  that  relation  Germany, 
France,  Italy,  Austria  are  the  principal  countries. 

Q.  Is  it  your  present  opinion  that  in  naval  strength  the  United 
States  ranks  second  to  Great  Britain? — A.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am 
qualified  to  answer  that  question. 

Q.  Do  you  think  we  rank  third  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  would  care 
to  give  any  expression  of  opinion.  You  are  speaking  now  of  the 
naval  strength  of  the  country  as  a  whole  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  do  not  feel  qualified  to  give  an  opinion. 

Q-  Would  we  rank  in  the  class  of  the  first  five  in  naval  power  ? — 
A  According  to  my  recollection  of  the  position  which  the  United 
States  holds,  we  would  rank  second  or  third — that  is,  according  to 
the  tables  I  have  seen. 

Q.  You  have  been  making  some  study  of  this  question? — A.  Not 
as  applied  to  the  naval  strength  as  a  whole.  As  applied  to  subma- 
rines, I  have.    That  is  my  particular  branch. 

Q.  Would  you  be  reasonably  safe  in  saying  we  were  in  the  class  of 
five  first  naval  powers  of  the  world  ? — A.  I  should  think  so,  from  the 
pq)orts  which  1  have  seen. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  building  submarines  does  it  through  its  Admiralty  oflice? — 
A  Yes,  sir. . 

Q.  And  not  as  a  matter  of  legislation  by  Parliament? — A.  Yes; 
it  does  it  through  its  Admiralty.  As  I  understand,  they  have  entire 
**harge  of  their  shipbuilding. 


1098  HEABINQS  ON  HOUBB  BBSOLUTIOXr  288. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  custom  is  in  Grermany  ? — A.  I  have  had 
.various  interviews  with  some  of  the  naval  authorities  of  Germany.  I 
have  never  met  any  of  the  legislators 

Q.  The  best  information  you  have. — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is 
with  their  Admiralty. 

Q,  How  is  it  with  France? — A.  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  Italy  ? — A.  In  Italy  I  have  had  interviews  there 
with  the  authorities,  and  the  only  people  I  met  there  were  the  tech- 
nical officers  in  charge,  under  which  the  submarine  constructicHi 
would  come,  their  ministers  of  marine,  or  some  of  their  chief  officers 
in  the  marine  department. 

Q.  France  is  developing  her  own  submarines  with  her  own  naval 
resources  for  construction? — ^A.  Yes;  they  are  building  entirely  at 
their  own  shipyards,  I  believe. 

Q.  Which  of  these  Governments  has  the  largest  submarine  flo- 
tillas?—A.  France. 

Q.  Which  next?— A.  England. 

Q.  Which  the  third?— A.  Russia. 

Q.  Which  fourth?— A.  I  think  Italy. 

Q.  AVliich  fifth? — ^A.  I  am  inclinea  to  think  that  Germany,  per- 
haps, would  rank  fifth. 

Q.  Which  sixth  ? — A.  Then  there  is  Sweden  has  one,  Holland  has 
one  boat. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Is  that  a  Holland  boat? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  And  I  think  Austria  has  one  boat  of  the  old  type. 
Austria  is  building  several  boats,  but  I  do  not  think  any  of  them  are 
in  condition  yet.  There  will  probably  be  several  in  commission  this 
year. 

Q.  Then  your  information  is  that  the  United  States  as  a  power-- — 
A.  I  was  not  considering  the  United  States.  I  was  simply  referring 
to  European  countries. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  make  the  comparison  with  reference  to  the 
United  States. — A.  I  should  say  France,  England,  Russia,  and,  I 
think,  perhaps,  the  United  States  would  range  fourth  in  submarines. 

Q.  So  that  from  your  experience  in  these  matters  those  govern- 
ments constructing  submarines  by  the  initiative  of  their  admiralties 
have  built  more  boats  than  the  United  States  where  the  initiative  is 
taken  by  Congjress? — ^A.  Yes.  I  think  they  have  recognized  the  value 
of  the  submarines  over  there ;  I  think  they  consider  it  a  more  serious 
question  than  we  do  in  this  coimtry. 

Q.  If,  then,  there  have  been  employed  any  evil  influences  to  induce 
the  Government  to  build  submarmes,  they  have  made  greater  head- 
way in  governments  without  popular  representation  in  inaugurating 
the  system  than  in  a  government  haying  a  popular  representation? — 
A.  Yes.    I  am  a  believer  in  submarines. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  What  is  your  view  of  tlie  submarine  torpedo  boat  as  an  adjunct 
of  the  Navy? — ^A.  I  believe  it  is  the  most  important  weapon  in  exist- 
ence for  both  defensive  and  offensive  purposes. 

Q.  How  many  submarine  torpedo  boats  do  you  think  the  United 
States  should  have,  considering  its  extensive  coast  to  be  defended? — 
A.  I  think  the  United  States  should  have  sufficient  submarines  de- 
tailed to  eadi  one  of  its  important  harbors  to  prevent  a  blockade  of 
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those  harbors^  and  in  addition  to  that,  I  think  that  the  United  States 
should  have  sufficient  boats  of  the  larger  type,  of  the  cruiser  type, 
that  if  we  are  unfortunate  enough  to  get  into  a  war  with  another 
country  that  we  would  be  able  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's 
country  by  the  meajos  of  submarines. 

Q.  About  how  many  submarines  would  that  require  us  to  pur- 
chase ? — A.  I  should  not  make  any  estimate  of  that.  I  think  that  is 
proper  for  the  naval  authorities. ' 

Q.  But  you  can  compute  the  number  of  ports. — A.  By  giving  it 
some  attention  and  consideration  I  undoubtedly  could.  I  have  not 
done  so. 

Q.  To  comply  with  your  thought,  it  would  take  at  least  one  hun- 
dred, wouldn  t  it,  to  deiend  all  the  harbors  on  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
coasts? — A.  I  believe  one  hundred  submarines  of  the  most  up-to-date 
type  would  afford  a  very  excellent  defense.  I  do  not  believe  any 
foreign  country  would  dare  to  send  or  attempt  an  invasion  of  the 
United  States  with  a  hundred  submarines  distributed  on  our  coast 
line. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  interview  with  Representative  Kahn,  of  Cali- 
fornia?— A.  Xo,  sir;  he  was  referring  to  my  father. 

Q.  You  have  already  stated  or  made  a  statement  from  which  we 
drew  the  conclusion  that  the  British  Admiraltj'  and  its  equivalent  in 
other  foreign  governments  is  more  susceptible  to  influence  than  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. — A.  Xo;  I  do  not  imply  that.  I  think 
that  they  arrive  at  their  conclusions  in  a  more  practical  way.  The 
British  Government  and  all  other  governments  that  I  am  aware  of 
investigate  rather  than  jump  at  conclusions  at  to  the  value  of  these 
various  vessels.  I  think  they  work  their  submarines  more  there  than 
thev  have  done  in  this  country. 

0.  Maybe  the  Admiralty  has  worked  more  than  it  does  here? — A. 
I  do  not  care  to  express  an  opinion  in  that  respect. 

Q.  We  have  noticed  that  it  seems  to  be  considered  desirable,  both 
on  the  part  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  your  own  company, 
to  recruit  its  officers  and  agents  from  time  to  tune  from  the  Navy 
Department.  Does  the  same  rule  apply  in  England  or  any  of  these 
other  foreign  countries? — A.  Vickers-Maxim  Company,  their  man  is 
a  Lieutenant  Dawson,  a  submarine  expert,  I  believe,  and  I  think  that 
he  came  from  the  service. 

Q.  Do  any  of  your  men  come  from  the  service  of  any  of  these 
Governments? — ^A.  We  have  one — do  you  mean  abroad? 

Q.  Yes.— A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  about  to  say  you  had  one? — A.  We  have. one  in  this 
country  who  was  formerly  in  the  service. 

Q.  You  mentioned  him  this  morning^ — A.  Xo.  ^ 

Q.  Who  is  the  one  to  which  you  refer? — A.  Mr.  Schofield,  formerly  ' 
a  lieutenant. 

Q.  What  is  he  doing  now? — A.  He  is  now  in  command  of  the 
Lake. 

Q.  He  was  formerly  in  the  United  States  Navy? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  left  the  Navy  to  accept  a  position  with  you? — A.  Yes, 
sir.  In  regard  to  the  British  navy,  I  would  say  that  they  have 
been,  up  until  very  recently,  committed  to  one  type  of  boat.  They 
tiave  had  a  secret  arrangement  in  existence  for  some  years,  so  I  am 
informed  and  I  believe  credibly,  by  means  of  which  they  were  com- 
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pelled  for  a  certain  term  of  years  to  buy  their  boats  from  Vickers- 
Maxim.  France,  which  has  made  the  greatest  process  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  submarine,  has  been  free  to  secure  uie  best  talent  the 
countiT  produced.  Bussia,  owing  to  their  needs  in  the  recent  war 
witli  Japan,  made  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  all  the  types. 
They  had  at  one  time  six  different  types — six  or  seven  different 
typi's— and  they  carried  on  extensive  experiments  with  all  of  those 
different  types  of  vessels. 

Q.  You  mention,  I  think,  in  your  written  statement  that  one  rea- 
son you  did  not  sell  out  or  entertain  a  proposition  to  sell  out  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  you  were  an  inventor  of  your  torpedo  boat,  and 
that  it  was  your  ambition  to  protect  your  own  country,  or  somethinar 
to  that  effect. — A.  I  think  that  statement  was  that  I  was  anxious  to 
remain  identified  with  the  submarine*  until  it  took  its  place,  which  1 
was  satisfitnl  it  event nallv  would  take,  in  naval  affairs,  substantial! v 
to  that  etfect. 

Q.  I  was  simply  going  to  inauire  if  you  are  particularly  protect- 
ing thw  country  by  selling  to  lorcign  governments? — A.  I  w^ill  say 
at  that  tiuio  it  was  this:  WTien  I  first  presented  my  plans  to  this 
Goveruuieut,  in  1803,  as  a  young  chap  my  ambition  at  that  time  was 
to  become  recognized  as  the  inventor  of  an  important  means  of  coast 
defense,  and  I  hoped  that  I  might  be  recognized  to  the  extent  of  be- 
ing taken  into  the  service. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it  now,  none  of  the  American  torpedo-boat 
companies  hesitate  to  sell  their  torpedo  boats  abroad? — A,  Xot  at 
the  present  time. 

Q.  I  am  asked  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  ask  you  these  questions:  "Are  your 
boats  as  expensive  to  build  as  the  Octopus  type?  " — A.  I  think  more 
so. 

Q.  "  Can  you  build  seven  boats  much  less  per  ton  than  you  can 
build  only  one  boat?  " — A.  Of  course. 

Q.  Of  course  you  could  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  "  Would  you  take  a  contract  for  seven  boats  at  $745  per  ton  to 
equal  the  Octopus  in  efficiency?" — A.  If  I  could  not  get  more  I 
should  try  to  take  it,  I  think,  at  $745  a  ton.  I  think  submarines  are 
worth  more  than  that  per  ton  in  view  of  the  fact — in  all  cases  I 
would  state  that  I  started  my  first  plans  and  experiments  in  188H, 
and  spent  practically  my  entire  life  in  the  development  of  the  sub- 
marine boat.  In  tne  earlier  times  of  submarine  experimentation 
things  were  rather  hard.  One  had  to  run  the  risk  of  life,  and  I  wa?? 
exposed  to  all  sorts  of  hardships;  and  I  think  that  we  are  entitled 
to  more  than  an  ordinary  manufacturer's  profit,  because  of  the  long 
years  it  has  taken  to  develop  these  and  the  great  amount  of  money 
expended,  for  we  have  expended  in  these,  I  suppose,  in  our  efforts 
1o  get  recognition,  perhaps  several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Then  your  thought  is,  if  a  6  per  cent  or  10  per  cent  would  be  a 
fair  manufacturer's  profit  on  engines,  or  something  that  is  a  standard 
article  of  trade,  over  and  above  the  cost,  you  would  be  entitled  to 
more  than  that  on  account  of  your  patents  and  the  money  you  have 
expended  in  experimenting  and  in  bringing  them  up  to  efficiency?— 
A.  Yes,  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  more  than  10  per  cent.  You  can 
readily  see  for  this  10  per  cent  it  would  require  a  great  many  million? 
of  dollars'  worth  of  orders  to  get  back  the  money  we  have  already 
expended. 
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Q-  In  experiments? — A.  In  the  development  of  the  submarine 
before  we  could  get  any  ultimate  profit. 

Q.  I  am  going  to  ask  one  question  which  has  no  particular  bearing 
in  this  investigation.  You  have  mentioned  originally  that  there  was 
a  risk  of  life.  I  think  I  have  seen  in  the  prmt  that  chickens  and 
other  animals  were  in  the  early  times  sent  down  in  the  torpedo  boats, 
and  even  the  other  day  I  heard  two  or  three  gentlemen  say  that  they 
labored  under  the  impression  that  when  a  torpedo  boat  dives  and 
discharges  a  torpedo  that  that  is  the  end  of  the  torpedo  boat,  and 
anybody  in  it  would  be  drowned  or  sacrifice  his  life.  Is  that  the 
fact? — ^A.  Oh,  no,  no,  no.  The  torpedo  boat  has  a  Whitehead  tor- 
pedo, which  travels  some  distance  from  the  ship  from  which  it  is  fired 
before  it  explodes,  if  it  strikes  the  target,  and  the  commander  of  a 
submarine  would  be  very  foolish  to  fire  his  torpedo  if  he  was  within 
the  danger  zone  of  the  torpedo. 

Q.  Then  the  danger  to  the  persons  in  the  submarine  torpedo  boat 
naturally  is  not  from  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  if  there  is  any  danger  now,  it  would  be  from  some  accident 
which  would  prevent  the  submarine  boat  from  coming  to  the  sur- 
face?— ^A.  Yes;  I  should  say  that  was  the  principal  danger.  Or  it 
might  be  a  collision  with  a  surface  vessel  or,  perhaps,  with  another 
sulHnarine.    That  has  occurred. 

Q-  But  the  danger  does  not  arise  from  the  discharge  of  the  tor- 
pedo?—A.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  submits  also  this  question :  "  Would  you  take  a  con- 
tract for  7  boats  at  $746  per  ton  rather  than  lose  the  business?  " — A. 
XaturaUy,  yes.     Half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread. 

Q.  You  think,  then,  to  pay  $1,490  a  ton  would  be  a  loaf? — A.  Well, 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  take  them  for  considerable  less  than  that. 
We  have  never  received  anything  like  that,  even  for  our  boats 
abmad,  where  we  had  to  build  them  in  this  country,  rebuild  them, 
and  then  rebuild  them  again. 

Q.  What  is  the  highest  you  have  received  for  the  best  type  of 
boat  ?--A.  We  have  received  about  a  thousand  dollars  a  ton. 

Q.  From  what  government? — ^A.  The  Russian  Grovernment. 

Q.  How  does  that  compare  with  the  price  you  are  to  receive  for 
the  boats  you  are  now  under  contract  to  build  for  the  United 
States? — ^A.  We  will  receive  something  less  than  $900  a  ton.  We 
receive  just  $900  a  ton,  counting  the  interest  as  being  a  portion  of 
the  receipts,  but  the  interest  should  be  deducted,  which  would  make 
it  somewhat  less  than  $900. 

Q.  And  you  thought  you  ought  to  ^et  $75,000  more  ? — A.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  we  were  building  it  entirely  at  our  own  responsibility, 
and  so  forth,  we  felt  that  we  should  get  $75,000  more,  yes.  The 
GoTemment  stands  no  risk  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Q.  In  what  respect  is  the  pending  legislation  unsatisfactory  to 
you?— A.  It  does  not  give  us  a  chance  to  offer  bids. 

Q.  That  is,  with  the  restriction  confining  the  tjjpe  to  the  Octopus 
type,  or  the  best  type  owned  by  the  Government,  it  would  prevent 
your  coming  within  the  terms  of  the  legislation? — A.  Yes;  we  could 
not  possibly,  according  to  my  interpretation  of  that,  submit  a  bid. 
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If  I  was  a  member  of  the  technical  staff  of  the  Navy  Department  I 
should  say  that  means  Electric  Boat  Company's  boats  and  nothing 
else. 

Q.  So  that  what  you  object  to  is  the  restriction? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
object  to  the  fact  that  here  we  have  expended  and  made  it  our  life 
work,  and  have  expended  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  have 
now  made  a  contract  to  build  a  boat  entirely  on  our  own  responsi- 
bility and  risk,  and  we  are  cut  out,  and  the  Navy  Department  is 
deprived  and  the  Government  deprived  of  getting  the  best  which 
the  country  can  produce. 

Q.  Do  you  object  to  the  number  of  boats  that  are  provided  or 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation  that  is  provided? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  think  that  is  all  right? — A.  Well,  I  claim  to  be  a  business 
man,  and  if  I  could  get  a  share  of  it  I  would  not  object,  but  I  would 
like  to  have  a  little  chance.  I  do  not  object  to  high  prices — or  good 
prices,  I  should  say,  rather. 

Q.  But  you  think  that  the  number  of  boats  that  might  be  con- 
structed out  of  the  appropriation  is  a  number  that  would  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  country  for  its  defensive  and  offensive  military  and 
naval  operations  ? — A.  I  believe  that  the  submarine  boat  is  the  proper 
means  of  defense. 

Q.  So  that  so  far  as  the  number  that  would  be  concerned  in  this  ap- 
propriation, you  think  it  is  one  that  is  for  the  public  interest? — A. 
Yes,  yes;  I  should  not  think  that  an  unreasonable  number  of  sub- 
marines. 

Q.  From  your  experience  you  think  that  number  would  be  needed 
by  this  Government? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  its  naval  operations? — A.  Yes,  sir;  because  many  of  the  boats 
are  now  out  of  date  which  thev  have,  and  even  eight,  while  I  should 
say  that  practically  all  of  the  boats  built  previous  to  the  Octopus  are 
now  out  of  date 

Q.  By  out  of  date  you  mean  that  much  better  ones  can  be  pro- 
vided ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  mean  by  out  of  date  that  they  should  not  be  put  in  com- 
mission?— A.  Well,  I  doubt  if  they  would  be — as  purely  harbor  de- 
fense craft  they  might  be  of  some  value,  but  I  do  not  believe  future 
wars  will  be  fought  very  close  to  harbors.  I  think  we  need  more 
efficient  craft,  that  can  meet  the  enemy  away  from  our  harbors  and 
seacoast  cities. 

Q.  Can  you  estimate  about  how  long  one  of  those  boats  would  be 
in  date,  how  long  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  fairly  up-to-date  vessel ! — 
A.  Well,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  boats  previous  to  the  Octojms, 
and  what  I  have  learned  through  the  various  reports,  I  should  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  they  would  l)e  of  very  little  use  to-day  in  actual 
work.  The  Octopus  is  a  very  much  improved  boat  from  the  previous 
Adder  class. 

Q.  There  are  about  twelve  of  them,  I  understand,  owned  by  the 
Government? — A.  I  think  that  perhaps  includes  the  last  lot.  I  think 
there  are  eight  that  I  am  referring  to  that  I  have  considered  out  of 
date. 

Q.  That  is,  the  first  eight  purchased  by  the  Government  you  would 


consider  out  of  date? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


t  eight  pui 
—A.  Yes, 


HSABIKOS  OK   HOUSE  BESOLUTION  288.  1108 

Q.  Do  other  governments  have  the  same  sort  of  craft  that  would  be 
out  of  date  ? — ^^V.  Yes ;  England  has  some  boats  of  practically  the  same 
type—that  is,  practically  flie  Adder  class. 

Q,  What  does  England  and  France  and  those  countries  do  that  be- 
lieve in  submarines  and  construct  submarines  ?  Do  they  replace  their 
out-of-date  craft  by  up-to-date  craft? — A.  They  are  increasing  their 
submarine  programme  all  the  time ;  increasing  the  number  every  year. 

Q.  Just  one  or  two  more  questions  on  this  matter  you  spoke  of  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Flint.    Mr.  Flint  came  to  you  first  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  I  recall  that  paper,  he  has  had  three  different  interviews  with 
you  recently  in  one  way  or  another,  personally  or  by  telephone? — A. 
1  don't  recollect  the  exact  number.  1  stated  them  in  their  sequence ; 
if  it  is  three  that  is  right. 

Q.  Did  you  seek  him  for  any  one  of  these  interviews? — ^A.  No. 

Q,  He  sought  you  for  all  of  these  interviews? — A.  In  every 
instance. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  up  this  question  of  stopping  this  investigation 
with  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  brought  it  up  with  you  ? — A.  He  mentioned  it  in  this  way — 
I  have  stated  it  there — that  they,  referring,  I  presume,  to  Mr.  Kice 
and  Frost,  that  they  thought  we  had  something  to  do  witih  it,  aiid 
Mr.  Flint  is  a  business  man,  and  he  replied,  "  There  is  no  use  telling 
them  that.-' 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Flint  tell  you  that  that  was  their  notion  ? — A.  He  told 
me.  or  he  said — he  first  called  me  up  and  he  said,  "  They  want  peace 
and  plenty  of  it."  Then  he  thought  he  was  talking  with  me  at 
Bridgeport  at  that  time.  He  thought  I  was  at  Bridgeport.  Then 
he  came  up  and  saw  me.    He  foimd  I  was  at  the  Engineers'  Club. 

Q.  And  he  saw  you  there  and  talked  this  over? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  he  had  come  from  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
to  submit  the  proposition  ? — A..  No,  no ;  he  said  Browne — in  fact,  I 
am  quite  sure  ne  had  not  seen  either  Mr.  Rice  or  Mr.  Frost  at  that 
time.  As  I  understood,  he  said  this  man  Browne  came  to  him  from 
them. 

Q.  He  told  you  that  this  man  Browne  came  to  him  from  them? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  give  Browne's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Huffh  Grant  Browne? — ^A.  Yes;  Hugh  Grant  Browne. 

Q.  Did  he  state  there  was  anj  authority  from  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  to  submit  this  proposition? — A.  No;  but  I  took  it  if  Mr. 
Frost  and  Mr.  Rice  were  there  waiting  for  his  decision,  whether  he 
would  meet  them  at  the  Gilsey  House  or  somewhere  else,  that  it  must 
have  been  with  their  authority. 

Q.  Did  they  want  you,  as  a  condition  to  that,  to  use  your  influence 
to  stop  this  investigation  ? — A.  I  won't  say  that  they  wanted  me  to. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Flint  at  any  time  in  the  process  of  these  conversations 
tsk  you  or  intimate  to  you  that  it  would  be  a  part  of  your  duty  to 
have  Senator  Bulkeley  or  anybody  else? — A.  No;  Senator  Bulke- 
l^y's  name  never  was  mentioned,  as  far  as  I  am  aware. 
Q-  Or  by  you  to  Mr.  Flint?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  an  interview  with  Mr.  Browne? — ^A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  an  interview  with  Mr.  Berg  concemine 

these  negotiations? — ^A.  No.    Mr.  Berg,  I  think,  was  present;  but  oi 
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course  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  American  business  at  all,  and 
he  simply  listened  to  what  Mr.  Flint  had  to  sav. 

Q.  At  which  one  of  these  interviews  was  he  present  ? — A.  He  came 
up,  I  think,  in  the  afternoon  with  Mr.  Flint. 

Q.  At  the  last  interview  yon  had? — A.  I  think  at  the  last  inter- 
view. 

Q.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  this? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  express  to  these  gentlemen  at  that  time,  Mr.  Flint  or 
Mr.  Berg  or  any  of  them,  that  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  in- 
vestigation?— A.  Yes:  I  told  Mr.  Flint  distinctly  that  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  express  to  hiui  any  regret  that  you  had  that  this  in- 
vestigation was  started  and  under  way? — A.  No:  I  do  not  think  I 
did.    I  do  not  know  why  I  should. 

Q.  You  said  nothing  to  them  about  it  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  expressed  any  such  sentiment  to  any  of  the  Connecti- 
cut delegation? — A.  Of  regret  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  have  not  discussed  tlie  matter  with  any  of  the  Con- 
necticut delegation. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  Senator  Bulkeley  about  it? — A.  I  have 
not  seen  Senator  Bulkeley  since  the  investigation  started. 

Q.  Did  not  you  say  in  yoiir  examination  earlier  that  you  did  have 
a  regret  that  this  investigation  had  started? — A.  Yes:  but  I  did  not 
so  express  it  to  Mr.  Flint. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  express  it? — A.  Well,  I  don't  recollect  who 
I  expressed  it  to  I  had  a  regret;  I  stated,  I  think,  in  this  connec- 
tion that  we  had  decided  on  a  propaganda  by  means  of  which  we 
hoped  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Members  of  Congi-ess  the  fact  that 
all  important  governments  had  now  finally  adopted  practically  as  a 
standard  the  type  which  I  first  submitted  to  this  (xovernraent  fifteen 
years  a^o,  and  that  we  had  started  that  line  to  inform  them  of  that 
fact.  Of  course,  naturally,  we  wanted  submarine  legislation,  but  we 
wanted  submarine  legislation  that  would  permit  us  to  bid  and  with 
a  chance  of  securing  contracts,  providing  we  were  able  to  meet  the 
DepaHment  requirements,  which  we  knew  we  were. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  recollect  to  whom  you  expressed  your  re- 
gret?— A.  No;  I  do  not.  I  think  very  likely  in  a  general  way — I  am 
inclined  to  think  I  have  expressed  it  to  Senator  Thurston  and  to  all 
the  people  with  whom  I  am  associated. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  or  not  you  have  expressed  that  senti- 
ment to  them? — A.  Yes;  I  have. 

Q.  And  that  represents  your  sentiment  in  regard  to  this  investiga- 
tion ? — A.  Yes.  I  myself  consider  it  a  most  unfortunate  affair  for  the 
submarine  business.  We  thought  when  we  took  this  contract  that  that 
was  a  guaranty  on  our  part  that  we  would  be  able  to  meet  the  con- 
ditions or  any  conditions  which  the  Department  might  set  up,  and 
that  being  the  case,  as  we  were  successful  builders  of  submarine 
boats  abroad,  and  in  this  country  as  well,  because  in  the  recent  trial 
of  our  boat  she  performed  very  satisfactorily^,  so  satisfactorily  that 
the  commander  or  captain  of  one  of  the  Holland  boats  who  was 
aboard  said  that  it  was  phenominal- 


Q.  That  it  met  the  tests  of  the  previous  trial? — A.  No- 
Q.  The  trial  you  had  in  March  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 


HBABINGS  ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION  288.  1105 

Q.  And  that  the  tests  on  the  trial  in  March  were  equal  to  the  test 
in  May  ? — A.  No ;  tliis  was  the  captain  of  the  Porpoise  or  Sliark  that 
was  up  there  to  assist  the  trial  board,  and  during  the  trial  he  re- 
quested the  board  to  allow  one  of  their  officers  to  try  and  see  how  they 
could  navigate  the  boat,  and  they  appointed  one  of  those  lieutenants, 
and  he  >teered  the  boat  for  a  number  of  minutes,  and  during  that  time, 
while  he  was  in  the  conning  tower,  where  he  could  not  see  what  was 
going  on  down  below,  in  the  presence  of  the  board  I  had  two  men 
move  from  one  end  of  the  boat,  forward  and  back  again,  which  would 
tend  to  disturb  the  trim  of  the  boat,  and  this  officer  in  the  conning 
tower,  without  knowing  that  these  men  were  moving,  maintained 
liis  depth  during  the  period  of  several  minutes  within  G  inches,  I 
think  the  report  states. 

Q.  The  point  is  that  the  general  points  of  excellence  that  you  main- 
tained in  that  test  were  the  average  points  of  excellence  that  were 
required  for  tests  of  last  May? — A.  As  far  as  we  were  concerned 
they  were  very  superior.  Our  boat  did  not  function  as  she  should 
have  functioned  in  the  trials  of  last  May ;  they  were  not  at  all  satis- 
factory to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  equal  the  points  of  excellence  that  the  Octopus  main- 
tained at  that  time? — ^A.  In  respect  to  maintaining  the  depth  and 
control  of  the  boat,  running  in  a  submerged  condition,  I  think  it  was 
far  superior  to  the  Octovus  performance. 

Q.  But  you  are  satisned  that  the  sale  of  your  type  of  boat  would 
be  improved  by  not  having  any  such  controversy  as  this  ? — A.  Most 
assuredly.  It  tends  to  discourage  the  whole  submarine  situation  to 
my  mind. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  I  want  to  ask  you  two  or  three  questions.  You  may 
have  been  questioned  concerning  these  affidavits  when  I  was  not  here, 
but  on  Friday,  the  3d  of  April,  Kepresentative  Lilley  laid  on  the  com- 
mittee's table  two  affidavits,  and  on  the  same  day  multiple  copies  were 
^ven  by  somebody  to  the  newspapers.  The  first  is  an  affidavit  of 
tjam  Ferguson.     Do  you  know  Sam  Ferguson? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  is  he  ? — A.  He  is  in  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  happened  that  he  preferred  to  make  an 
affidavit? — A.  I  caused  him  to  make  an  affidavit. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  cause  him  to  make  it? — A.  He  told  me  a 
story  about  when  he  was  employed  on  the  Government  boats,  sub- 
marine boats.  He  has  been  employed  on  a  number  of  them,  I  believe, 
as  a  Government  noncommissioned  officer. 

Q.  Where  is  he  employed  now? — A.  He  is  employed  with  us  at 
the  present* time. 

Q.  He  is  in  your  employment? — A.  He  is  in  our  employ  at  the 
present  time.  He  is  the  electrician  of  our  boats,  and  he  recited  to 
ine  the  fact  that  it  was  common  for  men  who  were  being  paid  by  the 
United  States  Government  to  work  on  the  Holland  boats  before  they 
were  turned  over  to  the  United  States  Government,  and  that  he  him- 
self had  worked  on  the  Fulton^  and  that  a  number  of  others  had  when 
she  was  being  prepared  to  enter  into  competition  against  the  Pro- 
ttctor:  and  I  considered  that  while  we  would  be  willing  to  enter  into 
competition  against  a  private  company,  we  could  not  enter  into  com- 
petition against  the  United  States  Ciovernment,  and  if  they  were  sup- 
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plying  our  competitors  with  men  to  do  the  labor  that  that  was  hardly 
a  fair  competition.  For  that  reason  I  requested  him  to  make  affidavit 
to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  put  a  stop  to  that  by  employino:  the  man  yourself? — A. 
But  when  I  employed  him  the  Grovernment  did  not  pay  him  anythinjsr. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  he  had  done  on  the  torpedo  boats? — A.  He  is 
an  electrician  and  he  worked,  as  he  informed  me — my  recollection 
is  that  he  worked  on  installing  the  battery  in  the  Fulton, 

Q.  Is  he  particularly  expert? — A.  Why,  I  think  so.  One  of  the 
naval  officers  told  me  that  he  considered  him  one  of  the  best  men  they 
had  in  the  service,  and  that  he  was  very  sorry  for  him  to  leave.  He 
has  excellent  recommendations  from  Admiral  Dewey  and  various 
other  officers. 

Q.  What  advantage  would  it  be  to  the  Holland  Company  to  em- 
ploy him  over  any  other  electrician  that  they  might  employ? — A. 
Well,  it  would  save  them  so  much  a  day,  as  I  took  it.  The  Govern- 
ment paid  the  wages  of  the  man. 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  paid  him. — A. 
No :  they  did  not  pay  him  anything.  He  worked  on  the  boats ;  he  said 
that  he  never  received  any  money  from  them,  but  others  did. 

Q.  That  was  the  story  he  told  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  different  from  the 
>,torv  that  he  swore  to  in  the  affidavit.  He  said  he  received  wages 
from  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany?— A.  Does  he  state  that  he  received  wages? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  did  not  po  understand  it. 

Q.  He  said  in  the  affidavit  which  you  say  you  caused  him  to 
make? — A.  I  did  not  so  understand  it. 

Q.  He  says,  speaking  of  the  crews  and  sailors,  they  received  their 
pay  as  members  of  such  service  and  in  addition  thereto  received  wages 
from  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany, that  they  performed  the  full  service  in  their  individual  capacity, 
so  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
or  the  Electric  Torpedo  Boat  Company  to  employ  men  to  perform 
services  performed  by  said  sailors.  This  seemed  to  refer  to  sailors 
and  not  to  himself.  Did  lie  tell  you  who  those  sailors  were? — A.  He 
mentioned  some  names,  yes ;  and  told  me  that  he  had  worked  himself 
on  the  Ffflton,  I  simply  asked  him  to  make  that  because  it  was  whore 
they  had  an  advantage  in  competition  with  us.  I  do  not  express  any 
opinion.  T  know  abroad  we  frequently  paid  sailors  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  help  us  out  in  our  work. 

Q.  Who  prepared  that  affidavit? — A.  Mr.  Foster,  I  thmk.  I  sent 
him  up  to  Mr.  Foster's  office  and  told  him  to  make  a  statement  there. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  cause  him  to  come  down  here  where  he  could 
be  examined  and  cross-examined? — A.  I  did  not  know  that  the  com- 
mittee would  want  to  see  him,  and  I  assumed  that  the  affidavit  would 
be  admitted  as  evidence;  I  so  understood. 

Q.  How  did  you  understand  that,  from  whom? — A.  I  think  Mr. 
Foster  told  me  an  affida\at  was  always  considered  as  evidence. 

Q.  Would  Mr.  Foster  praictice  in  that  manner  in  his  court  ? — A.  I 
do  not  know ;  he  is  judge  of  that  court.  Law  customs  I  do  not  know 
anything  about. 

Q.  I  am  pretty  sure  you  did  not  get  that  from  your  Washing^ton 
counsel. — A.  No. 
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Q.  Well,  now  when  this  affidavit  was  made  before  Mr.  Foster  what 
was  done  with  it  ? — ^A.  Well,  now  I  do  not  know ;  perhaps  if  you  will 
permit  me  to  see  it  I  may  then  recollect.  I  do  not  remember  whether 
I  saw  it  before.  [Affidavit  handed  to  witness.]  Yes;  I  have  seen  it. 
I  think  I  sent  that  down  to  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  When? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  the  date.  I  have  a  copy  of  it;  I 
remember  I  have  a  copy  of  it  in  my  desk  in  Bridgeport.    • 

Q.  This  is  not  so  long  ago,  March  12,  less  than  a  month. — A.  You 
can  not  prove  anything  by  me  as  to  dates.  I  can  remember  facts 
pretty  well,  but  not  as  to  dates. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  get  the  fact  as  to  when  you  sent  it. — A.  That  I 
can  not  say.     I  presume  Mr.  Xeff  can  tell. 
Q.  How  did  you  send  it  ? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  by  mail. 
Q.  Accompanied  by  an^T copies? — A.  No;  I  have  a  copy  in  my  office. 
Q.  "WTiat  did  you  expect  Mr.  Xeff  to  do  with  it? — A.  I  expected 
him  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Lilley.    I  think  I  expected  him  first,  perhaps 
I  informed  him,  to  show  it  to  the  Senator.    I  do  not  know  whether 
I  di<l  or  not. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  can  say  to  the  committee  that  I  told  Mr.  Neff 
that  any  facts  that  came  to  the  attention  of  our  people  that  could 
be  verified  by  affidavit  -ought  to  be  so  verified  and  the  affidavit  sub- 
mitted to  this  committee  as  the  basis  for  their  action  in  subpopnaing 
the  witnesses. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  That  was  proper  advice.    You  did  not  advise  them 
to  be  published  in  the  newspapers  first  ? 
Senator  Thurston.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  that. 
Q.  Did  you  send  anv  copies  along  with  the  original? — A.  No. 
Q.  Now  this  affidavit  made  bv  J.  C.  Lake;  were  you  present  when 
that  was  made? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  was  present  when  the  affidavit 
was  made. 

Q.  When  did  it  come  into  your  hands? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  Mr. — well,  I  don't  know  how  it  came  in  my  hands.  I  remember 
the  circumstance  how  the  affidavit  was  made.  I  remember  the  facts 
in  connection  with  that.  Father  came  up  to  say  good-by  to  me 
when  starting  on  this  voyage,  and  in  the  general  discussion  regarding 
the  matter  I  am  inclined  to  think  some  testimony  had  been  pub- 
lished in  reference  to  Mr.  Ferry,  and  then  he  recited  to  me  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  going  to  see  Mr.  Ferry  himself.  I  never  knew  of 
it  before,  and  he  told  me  he  went  there  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ennis 
and  I  and  another  one  of  our  directors,  Captam  Wallace,  and  my 
father,  and  I  said  we  will  go  around  and  see  Mr.  Ennis  and  see  what 
his  recollection  is  in  regard  to  this.  lie  told  me  the  story  substan- 
tially, I  presume,  as  is  in  the  affidavit.  The  story  he  told  me  was, 
in  substance,  to  this  effect,  that  he  had  learned  that  the  Bridgeport 
Brass  Company,  or  that  their  representative,  Mr.  Ferry,  was  trying 
to  bring  influence  to  get  our  Member  of  Congress,  who  was  our 
legitimate  Representative  if  we  lost  our  representative,  here — it 
»emed  to  me  that  anyone  who  is  without  some  one  to  represent  them 
here  is  pretty  bad  off — that  he  was  trying  to  bring  influence  to  get 
oor  Representative  to  cease  work  in  our  behalf. 
Q.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  "  our  Representative?" — A.  Mr.  Tlill. 
Q.  He  does  not  live  at  Bridgeport. — A.  He  does  not  live  at  Bridge- 
port, but  Bridgeport  is  in  his  district,  and,  of  course,  if  I  wanted 
to  appear  before  the  committee  or  if  we  had  any  bills  that  we  wanted 
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to  submit  or  anything  of  that  kind,  Mr.  Hill  is  our  proper  person 
to  represent  us;  I  so  understand. 

Q.  I  understood  from  Mr.  Lilley — ^he  may  have  made  a  mistake — 
that  Mr.  Sperry  represented  the  district  in  which  Bridgeport  was 
in. — A.  No;  Mr.  Hill  represented  the  district  in  which  Bridgeport 
was  in.  And  father  said  that  at  Mr.  Ennis's  suggestion  he  went 
over  to  see  Mr.  Ferry  as  to  why  he  was  doing  this.  Mr.  Ferry  told 
him  a  story,  his  excuse — he  put  it  in  the  way  of  an  excuse — that  they 
supplied  large  quantities  of  material  to  the  Fore  River  Shipbuilding 
Company  and  that  he  knew  Admiral  Bowles  and  that  he  was  a  very 
fine  man,  and  all  of  that  kind  of  thing,  and  that  it  was  at  his  sug- 
gestion that  he  tried  to  get  Mr.  Hill  to  be  less  active  in  our  interest, 
who  were  his  constituents.  Father  thought  that  it  was  not  right 
for  one  manufacturer  in  a  city  to  try  tO  derive  an  advantage  for 
himself,  a  comparatively  small  advantage,  for  himself,  at  the  great 
detriment  to  another  Bridgeport  enterprise,  and,  as  I  imderstand  it, 
Mr.  Ferry  tried  to  excuse  himself  for  taking  that  action  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  at  Mr.  Bowles's  suggestion. 

Q.  You  say,  then,  that  the  affidavit  was  made  in  conb:equence  of 
some  testimony  which  Mr.  Ferry  had  given? — A.  There  was  some 
mention;  I  think  mention  of  Mr.  Ferry  had  been  made  in  the 
papers,  and  father  recited  to  me  the  fact  that  he  had  seen  Ferry 
and  Ferry  told  him,  in  substance,  Mr.  Bowles  said — ^well,  this  is  the 
way  he  expressed  it,  "  Pull  Mr.  Hill  off  and  we  will  be  able  to  give 
you  orders  for  about  $100,000  worth  of  material." 

Q.  Pull  what  off? — A.  Mr.  Hill;  cause  him  to  be  less  active  in  ad- 
vocating the  interests  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Did  he  pull  him  off? — A.  I  do  not  imagine  he  did.  I  do  not 
think  so,  because  I  do  not  imagine  Mr.  Hill  is  the  kind  of  a  man  that 
would  be  affected  by  any  expression  except  that  which  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Government. 

Q.  We  have  no  reason  to  think  he  would. — A.  Mr.  Hill  has  always 
taken  the  position  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  Government  to  have 
open  competition  so  that  it  bould  purchase  what  would  be  best.  I 
do  not  believe  that  a  consideration  such  as  mentioned  would  have  a 
particle  of  influence  with  him. 

Q.  Then  this  affidavit  was  prepared  rather  in  response  to  the  state- 
ment which  Mr.  Ferry  had  made,  or  in  answer? — A.  Yes;  as  I  under- 
stand it,  Mr.  Ferry  excused  himself.  Mr.  Ferry,  I  believe,  admitted 
to  mj  father  that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hill  and  asked  Mr. 
Ennis  to  go  down  and  see  Mr.  Hill. 

Q.  This  affidavit  was  made  to  counteract  or  deny  the  testimony 
which  Mr.  Ferry  had  given? — A.  Oh,  that  affidavit  was  made  before 
Mr.  Ferry  gave  his  tevStimony. 

Q.  And  what  was  done  with  it  when  it  was  made? — A.  I  sent  it 
down  here  to  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  Immediately? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  so. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  recollect. — A.  So  far  as  I  recall,  I  imagine  I  sent 
it  down  here. 

Q.  By  mail? — A.  I  think  so.  I  think  I  must  have  sent  it  by  mail. 
What  is  the  date  of  it?  Yes;  I  did  not  come  down  here  myself  until 
April  1. 

Q.  Did  you  send  it  with  a  letter? — A.  I  am  not  sure  about  that. 
(Eef erring  to  Mr.  Neff.) 
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Mr.  Neff.  I  do  not  recollect  of  receiving  a  letter. 
Q,  If  you  did  not  send  a  letter  with  it  you  assumed  that  Mr.  Neff 
would  know  what  to  do  with  it? — A.  Yes;  I  had  reason;  I  know  Mr. 
Xeff  several  days  after  the  investigation  started — I  think  Mr.  Xeff 
wrote  me  suggesting  if  we  had  any  information,  anything  of  that 
kind  that  would  assist  in  this  investigation,  it  was  proper  to  give  it, 
and  it  was  with  that  in  view  that  I  secured  those  affidavits. 

Q.  When  was  it  that  you  wrote  that  letter? — A.  That  was  some 
days  after  the  investigation  had  started ;  I  can  not  give  you  a  date. 

Q.  You  preserved  a  copy  of  the  letter,  I  have  no  doubt? — A.  I 
presume  I  very  likely  have  a  copy  in  Bridgeport. 
Q.  Will  you  let  us  have  it? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  I  can  find  it. 
Q.  Have  you  the  letter  from  Mr.  Neff  stating  that  affidavits  should 
ne  made?     Will  you  let  us  have  that  letter? — A.  If  I  can  find  it  I 
will. 

Q.  You  preserve  your  correspondence? — A.  I  presume  so.  Much 
of  it  I  earned  around.  I  haven't  any  office  hardly;  I  came  over  here 
temporarily. 

Q.  This  is  very  recent,  two  or  three  weeks? — A.  Yes;  I  presume 
that  is  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Neff  suggest  particularly  an  affidavit  on  this  point  ? — 
A.  No;  Mr.  Neff  knew  nothing  about  that.  I  did  not  know  anything 
ftbout  it  until  the  morning  that  father  came  there. 

Q.  Then  you  sent  it  to  Mr.  Neff  to  be  handed  to  whom? — A.  I 
think  my  general  instructions  were  that  he  should  confer  with  the 
Senator  in  regard  to  evervthing.  I  presumed  he  would  refer  it  to 
the  Senator,  and  if  the  Senator  thought  it  advisable  to  go  in,  he 
would  hand  it  to  Mr.  Lilley. 
Q.  And  Mr.  C.  E.  Adams  made  an  affidavit  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  was  sent  to  Mr.  Neff  in  the  same  way? — A.  I  think  so;  I 
am  inclined  to  think  so.     I  remember  the  subject  of  the  affidavit. 

Q.  This  was  for  the  same  purpose,  to  be  handed  to  Mr.  Lilley? — A. 
Yes;  the  story  that  he  told  me  I  think  perhaps  was  something  about 
the  same. 

Q.  That  was  an  affidavit  about  Mr.  Archibald? — A.  About  Mr. 
Archibald. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Archibald  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? — A.  No. 
Q.  Do  you  know  in  whose  employ  he  is? — xV.  No. 
Q.  How  did  you  ever  bear  of  him? — A.  Mr.  Adams  told  me  about 
tim.   My  attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  there  were  a  num- 
lier  of  petitions  from  the  chambers  of  commerce  coming  in  from  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Neff  to  get  copies  of  those  petitions. 
This  was  some  time  before  the  investigation  started,  and  I  noticed  the 
;."etitions  seemed  to  be  very  much  alike,  and  I  assumed  that  they  were 
all  of  one  mind,  arid  I  further  assumed  that  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
f'any,  in  all  probability,  had  some  agents  out  on  the  Pacific  coast  who 
^♦•re  working  up  sentiment  for  submarines,  which  I  would  not*  have 
objected  to,  but  I  did  object  to  the  wording  of  those  petitions,  which 
indicated  that  a  sentiment  was  being  created  for  submarines  exclu- 
sively with  the  Holland  Company. 

Q.  You  did  not  think  then  there  was  any  impropriety  in  their  cir- 
culating petitions  and  working  up  sentiment  in  favor  of  submarines 
generally? — A.  No;  but  I  considered  that  our  business  interests  were 
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beinff  injured  by  their  working  up  a  favorable  opinion  for  exclusive 
legislation,  which  this  seemed  to  indicate  was  being  done,  and  I  re- 
cited my  suspicions,  I  think,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  he 
said  this  about  Mr.  Archibald,  who  had  been  in  our  office  here  in 
Washington,  and  we  knew — I  don't  say  we  knew — but  we  were  satis- 
fied, from  some  of  the  articles  which  Mr.  Archibald  had  published 
over  his  signature,  that  they  were  being  published  in  the  interest  of 
exclusive  legislation  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  I  believe 
Mr.  Archibald  admitted  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Adams  that  he  wrote 
those  articles  and  made  some  criticism  of  the  Lake  boat  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Spear,  of  the  Lake  Boa,t  Company.  I  did  not  consider 
that  fair  competition,  and  I  suggested  to  Mr.  Adams  that  he  put  in 
an  affidavit  stating  the  facts. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  think  that  was  fair  competition? — A.  No. 

Q.  Is  there  any  particular  diflFerence  in  point  of  fairness  between 
one  company  circulating  petitions  or  publishing  articles  favorable 
to  their  own  interests,  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  if  you  please,  or 
Mr.  Archibald,  who  does  not  seem  to  be  connected  as  yet  with  the 
Electric  Boat  Company ;  but  assiiming  that  he  was,  is  there  more  impro- 
priety in  his  doing  that  kind  of  thing  in  the  interest  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  than  there  would  be  in  Mr.  Skerrett  writing  articles 
in  favor  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company  and  against  the  Electric  Boat 
Company? — A.  That  depends  entirelv  upon  whether  Mr.  Archibald 
was  known  to  be  employed  by  the  felectric  Boat  Company.  As  I 
understood  it.  he  came  to  our  office  representing  as  being  an  employee 
of  Collier's  Magazine.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  impropriety  in 
anv  company  securing  the  services  of  any  men  that  they  may  see  fit, 
unless  those  men  are  identified  with  some  public  concern  like  news- 
papers, which  are  supposed  to  ffive  unbiased  information. 

Q.  Then  this  affidavit  of  Mr,  Archibald's  was  prepared  and  sent 
to  Mr.  Xeff  to  be  handed  to  Mr.  Lilley  and  by  him  to  this  committee 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  Lake  Boat  Com- 
pany in  the  matter? — A.  My  object  was  to  prove  that  this  demand 
for  boats  exclusively  of  the  Ilolland  type  were  demands  created  by 
some  one  working  in  the  interest  of  tne  Electric  Boat  Company, 
rather  than  spontaneous  demand  which  arose  because  of  the  fear  of 
Japan. 

Q.  You  had  no  objection  to  the  operation  of  the  fear  of  Japan  in 
increasing  the  numl)er  of  submarine  ooats  as  a  general  proposition  ? — 
A.  No:   not  as  a  general  proposition;  no.. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  multiple  copies  of  this  affidavit  of  Clement 
E.  Adams  to  be  published  in  the  newspaper? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  made  these  affidavits.  ^Vhy  did  vou  not 
suggest  to  him  to  come  down  here  and  to  give  us  the  benefit  oi  all  the 
knowledge  he  had  on  the  subject? — A.  That  was  the  same  thing,  as 
far  as  he  told  me.  thnt  affected  the  Electric  Boat  Company  in  any 
way,  and  as  I  have  already  said.  I  understood  from  Mr.  Foster 
that  putting  it  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit,  that  is  practically  all  he 
could  say,  and  as  he  had  been  ordered  away  on  a  sea  voyage,  I  did 
not  assume 

Q.  Had  he  at  that  time  made  his  plans  for  going  to  sea? — A.  Yes* 

Q.  And  he  secured  these  accommodations? — A.  It  was  at  Uiat 
time  that  he  told  me  he  was  going.  I  remember  the  circumstances 
now.     He  had  l>een  to  the  steamship  office  the  night  before,  and  it 
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was  too  late  for  him  to  get  his  reservation,  and  he  was  going  back  the 
next  day.  He  had  left  my  mother,  I  think,  at  the  Hotel  Belmont.  I 
reineinl)er  I  went  to  a  dinner  party  that  same  eveninff  and  went  in  a 
lew  minutes  at  the  Belmont  to  say  good-by  to  my  momer. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  speaking  about  submarines,  the  earlier  ones  that  were 
built,  which  yoa  say  are  out  of  date,  do  you  mean  by  that  that  they 
are  no  longer  serWceable,  or  less  serviceable? — A.  I  should  say  less 
serviceable. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  mean  by  out  of  date? — A.  Yes,  sir.  For 
harbor  defense  they  might  be  of  considerable  value  if  the  boats  got 
iliat  far  up. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  as  a  business  proposition,  if  you  had  won  in  the  test 
3  year  ago,  would  you  have  taken  the  position  that  you  did  that  the 
contract  was  not  exclusive,  or  would  you  have  demanded  that  the 
contract  be  considered  as  exclusive  and  that  you  be  given  all  of  the 
t>oats  provided  bv  the  appropriation? — A.  1  do  not  know  that  I 
'flight  the  question. 

Q,  Suppose  in  the  test  of  a  year  ago  in  May  that  your  boats  had 
proved  superior  in  the  opinion  of  the  board. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  have  taken  the  position  then  that  you  subsequently 
hnve — that  the  appropriation  should  be  divided  between  the  party 
who  won  and  the  one  who  lost — or  would  you  have  taken  the  position 
that  you  were  entitled  to  the  sole  right  to  sell  l)oats  under  that  appro- 
priation?— A.  Under  the  interpretation  of  that  act,  which  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with,  that  amendment,  if  Ave  had  had  the  superior  boat, 
I  should  unfh)ubtedly  have  taken  the  position  that  we  were  entitled 
to  all  of  it. 

Q.  So  that,  as  a  business  proposition,  you  try  to  sell  whatever  boats 
you  can  to  the  best  advantage  of  your  company,  provided  you  do  the 
richt  thing? — A.  Yes.  What  I  objected  to  under  last  year's  legisla- 
tion was,  we  had  built  a  boat  and  notified  the  United  States  Govern- 
nient  that  we  were  building  a  boat  imder  the  act  of  lOOG.  Just  the 
Minip  as  if  we  had  entered  a  horse,  for  instance,  in  a  race.  We  had 
already  paid  our  entrance  fees  to  the  extent  of  in  the  neighborhood 
'»f  $200,000  for  the  right  to  compete,  and  after  notifying  the  Gov- 
♦?mine!'t  and  building  a  boat  to  enter  under  the  1906  law,  which  was 
A  fair  law,  the  rules  of  the  game  were  changed  and  we  were  shut  out 
and  absolutely  had  no  chance,  in  my  opinion^  from  a  technical  point 
of  view,  of  getting  any  portion  of  that  $3,000,000  appropriated,  or 
'?1.000,OO(>,  which  had  been  appropriated  under  different  c(mditio^s. 

Q.  So  that  you  would  have  had  a  chance  for  a  fair  show  under 
that  test? — A.  Yes;  under  the  1000  act  we  could  have  submitted  this 
boat,  which  is  admitted  to  have  a  certain  amount  of  merit,  and  is 
admitted  to  have  superior  merit  in  certain  respects,  and  I  think  to- 
'lav  the  condition  in  which  the  l)oat  is  to-day  is  that  she  is  more  valu- 
aWe  as  a  submarine  for  the  purpose  of  the  defe  se  of  the  coast  than 
anv  vessel  which  is  in  the  United  States  service,  with  possibly  the 
♦■x^ption  of  the  Octopus,  and  we  were  deprived,  after  having  a  boat 
and  our  entrance  fee  paid,  of  any  opportunity  to  receive  any  portion 
'»f  our  expenditure  back. 
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Q.  One  thin^  more:  From  the  standpoint  of  the  Govenimeiit,  do 
you  think  it  of  advantage  ever  to  provide  for  a  test  inviting  every 
inventor  and  manufacturer  to  participate  in  the  tests,  with  the  pro- 
vision that  the  winner  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  to  sell  under 
the  appropriation  that  goes  with  the  test? — A.  Xo:  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  that  is  of  advantage  to  the  Government? — A. 
No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  so  far  as  that  appropriation  is  concerned 
you  are  apt  to  get  all  the  points  of  excellence  that  an  inventor  has, 
that  you  reach  the  maximum  of  the  ability  to  produce  a  boat  un- 
der that  system,  rather  than  under  a  system  of  open  competition  and 
standards  fixed  of  minimum  and  maximum  excellence? — A.  Xo;  you 
would  get  the  best  that  the  country  produces  if  you  will  throw  the 
matter  open  to  allow  shipbuilder  and  all  inventors — and  we  are  an 
inventive  country — to  meet  the  requirements  that  may  l)e  set  v\>  by 
the  Government.  That  might  have  applied  years  ago  when  the  navj] 
authorities  did  not  have  any  faith  in  the  submarine,  but  to-day  the 
submarine  is  no  longer  a  mysterious  craft.  The  different  nhipbuild- 
ers  in  the  country  and  different  inventors  of  the  country  would  be 
able  to  build  submarines  to-day.  That  is,  there  is  nothing  mysteriois 
about  it.  nie  only  protection,  in  other  words,  which  submarine  build- 
ers have  to-day  is  the  protection  which  should  be  given  to  them  by 
their  patents.  The  patent  laws  of  the  United  States  grant  a  monop- 
olv  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  that  is  the  only  protection 
which  builders  or  inventors  of  submarines  are  properly  entitled  to. 

Q.  You  would  not  believe  in  the  United  States  reserving  the  right 
in  its  patent  laws  to  build  themselves,  would  you  ? — A.  Foreign  gov- 
ernments do  that ;  some  foreign  governments  do  that. 

Q.  Do  they  pay  for  the  use  of  the  patents  when  they  do  that? — A. 
They  have  a  right  to  build  and  set  their  own  value  upon  the  patent 
Some  governments  will  refuse  to  grant  you  the  patents  if  it  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  appliances  of  war. 

Q.  Do  thej'  not  get  as  good  results  by  that  method  as  this  <(iuntry 
does  by  this  competitive  method  ? — A.  They  may  perhaps  get  better 
results,  but  it  is  hardly  fair  to  the  inventors,  to  men  who  have  devoted 
their  lifetime.  It  is  not  the  principle  upon  which  our  laws  uf  this 
country  are  founded. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Government.  The 
Government  can  get  just  as  good  facilities,  can  it  not? — A.  Yes;  the 
Government  cjin  i)erhaps  get  better  facilities,  and  at  a  less  price,  be- 
cause I  know  in  my  own  case,  with  two  foreign  governments  par- 
ticularly, the  large  manufacturers  are  infringing  with  impunity. 
They  are  building  practically  after  my  design  of  boat,  and  I  am  not 
getting  anything  from  it,  and  they  do  not  hesitate  to  say  "  we  are 
taking  the  result  of  Mr.  Lake's  experience,  and  we  are  entitled  to  it/' 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  when  the  Government  gives  an  inventor  a  patent  for 
a  given  number  of  years,  that  is  in  the  nature  of  a  monopoly?— A. 
Yes;  in  the  nature  ot  a  monopoly,  which  he  is  entitled  to  for  a  certain 
number  of  years. 

Q.  That  is  w^hat  it  is;  that  is  the  effect  of  it? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  he  gets  for  his  inventive  genius? — A.  That  is  the 
encouragement. 
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y.  Now,  what  else,  what  other  favor  is  he  entitled  to  out  of  the 
Government  as  a  contractor  for  his  wares? — A.  I  do  not  think  that 
oiie  contractor  should  be  given  an  advantage  over  another  provided 
I:o  i-  able  to  produce.  I  think  the  Government  should  do  as  all  other 
irovernments  with  which  I  have  had  dealings — that  is,  specify  special 
re^jnirements.  and  the  man  who  can  meet  those  requirements  at  the 
lea-t  price  is  the  man  who  should  get  the  business. 

(i.  Xow,  the  act  of  Congress  as  you  say  changed  the  rules  of  the 
race,  or  the  game,  after  you  entered.  That  is  the  substance  of  your 
:llii>tration  about  the  horse  race. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Congress  chan<red  the  rule  of  the  game  after  you  had  paid  your 
♦•ntiHiice  fee'-f — A.  ^  es,  sir. 

Q.  IIow  did  it  change  it? — A.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  it  not  set  up  that  certain  specific  points  of  excellence  should 
Wiaracterize  the  boat  that  was  purchased? — A.  You  are  referring 
to  the  1907  law  ? 

Q.  That  is  it. — A.  The  1907  law  set  up — well,  on  the  face  it  was 
fair.  I  iini  not  holding  Congress  responsible  in  any  way  for  that  law, 
because  I  do  not  think  they  knew  the  intent  or  purpose  of  it.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  Member  of  Congress  would  have  voted  for  that 
unfair  law  if  they  had  known  the  intent  and  purpose  of  it.  They 
-»t  lip  what  has  U^en  claimed  to  be  a  law  which  permitted  competi- 
tion in  submarine  construction. ' 

Q.  And  left  it  to  whom  to  prescribe  the  course  of  tests  of  com- 
petition?—A.  They  stated  that  the  requirements  which  must  be  met 
were  requirements  which  could  be  met  only  by  one  boat  and  that  was 
a  boat  built  by  the  Government  itself,  and  not  fair  to  outside  com- 
petitors. 

Q.  Did  you  not  concede  in  your  testimony  that  the  standard  of 
♦excellence  which  the  Xavy  Department  prescribed — that  you  as  a  com- 
petitor failed  to  come  up  to  it? — A.  Oh,  I  am  not  criticising  the 
N'a\T  Department.  If  I  had  been  a  member  of  that  board  I  would 
iiave  made  exactly  the  same  decision  as  they  did.  • 

Q.  You  say  you  were  not  criticising  Congress  because  in  fact  they 
'lid  not  know  what  they  were  doing.  Now  you  are  not  criticising 
th«*  Xa^-y  Department A.  Because  of  their  interpretation. 

Q.  Or.  in  other  words,  they  did  not  know  what  they  were  doing? — 
A.  Because  of  their  decision  in  the  interpretation  of  that  law  that 
I  «io  not  believe  any  fair  Member  of  Congress  would  have  consented 
to  if  he  had  known  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  a  competitor 
^ho  had  paid  his  entrance  fee  for  the  purpose  of  entering  and  then 
change  the  rules  of  the  game. 

Q.  Changed  the  rules  to  read  that  the  best  horse  shall  win? — 
A.  No;  bemuse  they  changed  the  rules  to  mean  in  effect  that  the 
poorest  horse  should  win,  which  was  two  years  out  of  date,  a  horse 
^hich  had  been  beaten  by  the  British  Government.  Made  the  stand- 
ard the  Octopus  and  boats  that  could  equal  the  Octopus  and  boats 
which  were  submitted  and  superior  in  every  respect  cut  out. 

Q.  You  ran  a  colt  then  against  a  yearling?— A.  Well,  I  think  we 
ran  a  horse  perhaps  in  a  four-minute  class  against  one  in  a  two. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  I  want  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Lake,  perhaps  I  did,  but  on  this  subject 
of  Tour  sale  of  your  company  to  the  other,  or  the  sale  of  the  stock. 
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or  anything  of  that  kind,  have  you  at  any  time  had  a  conversation 
with  any  person  other  than  those  you  named,  Mr.  Flint  and  Mr. 
Berg? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  at  this  present  time. 

Q.  At  any  time? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Or  any  written  communication  either  to  you  or  from  you  on 
the  subject? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  have  another  test  of  the  boat  here  a  little 
while  ago,  in  March — ^how  did  that  come  about? — A.  Immediately 
after  the  trials  and  when  I  discovered  the  position  of  the  hydroplanes 
were  wrong  in  the  Lake  I  gave  orders  to  make  certain  modification:? 
to  bring  her  up  to  the  standard  of  performance  which  we  had  been 
accustomed  to  in  previous  boats  of  our  types,  with  the  intention  of 
asking  the  Department  for  another  trial.  What  I  wanted  to  do  was 
to  restore  my  credit  as  a  designer  of  even-keel  submarines  and  I  went 
abroad  and  left  instructions  that  the  Department  be  requested  to 
give  us  another  trial  of  the  boat  when  she  was  able  to  perform  as  she 
should  have  performed. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  a  request  of  the  Department? — ^A.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  request  was  made  of  the  Department. 

Q.  Directly,  by  whoni? — A.  It  may  have  been  made  by  Senator 
Thurston  or  my  father. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  can  answer  that.  I  prepared  the  letter  re- 
questing that  new  trial.  • 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  will  say  very  briefly  that  what  I  wanted  was  to 
see  whether  or  not  any  Member  of  Congress  was  instrumental  in 
securing  that  test. 

Senator  Thurston.  No ;  that  was  a  matter  of  correspondence  with 
the  Department.  I  prepared  the  letter,  which  is  now  on  file  in  the 
Navy  Department.  Whether  that  was  signed  by  myself  as  attorney 
for  the  company,  or  whej:her  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  its  vice- 
president,  or  by  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  made  that 
formal  written  request,  which  will  be  found  in  the  files. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Of  course  I  assumed  that  that  would  be  done  and  I 
was  getting  at  the  question  of  whether  or  not  there  was  an^  political 
influence  brought  or  attempted  to  be  brought  to  bear  to  bring  about 
the  test. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Lake  ? — A.  Not  as  far  as  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Littleton  has  submitted  these  G[uestions,  which  he  desires 
put  to  you :  Were  you  present  at  the  meetmg  of  the  Society  of  Naval 
Architects  and  Marine  Engineers  held  in  New  York  November  22 
and  23,  1906,  at  which  Mr.  Lawrence  Y.  Spear  read  a  paper  entitled 
"  The  development  of  submarines  ?  " — A.   x  es. 

Q.  Did  you  take  part  in  the  discussion  which  followed  the  reading 
of  Mr.  Spear's  paper  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  this  pamphlet  now  shown  you  a  correct  report  of  the  paper 
in  question  and  the  discussion  which  ensued? — A.  I  can  not  answer 
that  question.  I  presume  it  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  report.  That  is 
the  paper  submitted,  but  I  can  state  that  it  is  not  a  correct  report  of 
the  discussion  which  ensued. 

Q.  In  what  particular  is  it  not  correct  ? — A.  The  statements  which 
Mr.  Spear  made  verbally  at  that  discussion,  after  reading  the  paper 
in  reply  to  my  paper  which  I  had  submitted  in  contradiction,  to  some 
extent,  of  his  paper — his  verbal  reply  was  quite  different  from  what 
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-  now  in  the  record  as  his  I'eply.  Or,  in  other  words,  he  revised  his 
eply  to  quite  an  extent. 

Q.  Will  you  state  in  what  particular  it  was  changed? — A.  Well, 
he  one  important  particular  that  I  remember  is  that  he  admitted 
5»»nie  of  his  mistakes,  especially  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the 
lydroplanes,  when  his  attention  wa8  called  in  my  paper  to  the  fact 
hat  the  hydroplanes  did  work,  and  he  said  that  the  statement  which 
je  had  made  here  before  either  the  Senate  or  House  committee  was 
lue  to  hLs  youth  and  inexperience,  in  words  substantially  to  that 
effect.    I  had  a  stenographer  present  at  that  time. 

y.  You  mean  he  struck  out  his  youth  and  inexperience  ? — A.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  he  did.  The  written  reply  is  quite  different.  After 
replying  to  some  points  which  were  raised  he  stated — this  is,  in  sub- 
stance, according  to  my  stenographer — he  said: 

I  tloubt  very  nnicli  if  I  cnu  aild  anythliij;  to  Mr.  lake's  hiterpstinp  eximsltlon 
'  f  the  type  of  b<mt  of  which  he  Is  8iM)ji8or  and  Inventor.  I  think  It  is.  i)erhai)s, 
t*rfDci|iaIiy  a  difference  of  opinion,  and  I  hardlj-  believe  we  won  Id  ever  agree. 
It  sefUiHl  to  me,  while  he  was  delivering  his  remarks,  one  might  hv  led  to  be- 
.i'»e  I  had  been  guilty,  i>erhap8,  of  a  little  sharp  practice  in  connection  with 
those  tables.  Now,  1  think  the  pai)er  states  very  distinctly  my  authorltj-  for 
the**  tables.  It  states  absolutely  that  there  were  no  otticial  tests.  The  speeds 
wen?  taken  from  the  L4ike  Company's  own  report  to  the  Navy  Department.  I 
luve  to-day  for  the  first  time  learned  what  Mr.  Lake's  results  were  with  his 
Ni».  I  screw,  and  the  only  thing  I  don't  understand  Is  why  Mr.  I^ke  did  not 
r.H*  this  No.  1  screw  In  his  official  tests  in  Russia.  I  said  In  my  paper  that  the 
'•t&fial  reports  In  Washington  ascribed  higher  speeds  not  only  to  the  Protector, 
l»«t  to  her  sister  ships  as  well.  I  don't  doubt  but  what  Mr.  Lake  can  succeetl 
In  petting  better  speeds  with  better  propellers.  I  noticed,  however,  that  the 
difference  in  speeds  between  what  he  did  here  and  what  he  did  over  in  Unssla 
^a?  JuKt  at>oat  the  same  as  In  the  Fulton  here  and  over  there.  The  ways  they 
liave  of  running  their  trials  over  there  were  different;  that  is  sufficient  explana- 
ii»»n  of  that.  Undoubtedly,  If  there  were  trial  records  available  which  show 
tigber  speeds  than  I  have  shown  in  my  tables,  they  should  be  changed.  Nothing 
l<  further  from  my  wishes  than  to  misrepresent  in  any  way  what  has  been  ae- 
^^-mpllshed,  but  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  society  not  theories,  but  facts.  The 
►tatements  I  made,  as  Mr.  I^ke  has  quoted  them,  were  made  when  I  was 
Tonnper  and  more  enthusiastic.  I  guess  the  joke  is  on  me.  However,  I  have 
tK.pr  bad  an  opportunity  to  correct  the  proofs  of  that  rei)ort,  but  it  seems  I 
most  have  said  something  very  much  like  that.  I  have  just  said,  however,  that 
I  limited  my  paper  entirely  to  facts  that  can  be  substantiated.  If  we  are 
t''  atiandon  that  methwl  of  comparing  boats,  it  becomes  merely  a  matter  of 
'f4iilon  as  to  whether  one  type  of  boat  Is  superior  to  the  other,  and  you  hardly 
tver  can  get  people  interested  in  these  things  to  agree.  I  think  the  sensible 
tting  to  do  is  to  l)e  satisfied  with  what  you  have. 

it  i^  quite  impossible  to  build  a  boat  practically  fool  proof,  but  when  you 
^iminate  the  question  of  speed,  you  practically  destroy  her  military  usefulness. 

Am  to  stability.  I  don't  know  anything  al>out  the  22-foot  boat  of  which 
Mr.  Lake  speaks,  and  he  will,  of  course,  admit  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
"snow  anything  alK>ut  it.  I  gave  you  merely  the  facts  as  far  as  I  was  able  to 
1^1  them,  ami  as  they  were  given  In  Captain  Hllllgan's  paper.  I  did  not 
think  we  were  to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  what  was  the  most  stable 
f-ott. 

Now,  those  tables  were  made  up  from  a  confidential  letter  which 
1  Iiad  given  to  a  member  of  the  trial  board  at  the  time  we  appeared 
at  Newport  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  trial.  We  had  a  very 
iiiferior  propeller;  the  more  power  you  put  into  it  the  slower  the 
U)tt  went  That  is  a  strange  fact,  but  it  is  true.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  propeller  was  of  a  large  diameter,  with  thirty-odd  horse- 
power more  she  went  a  knot  and  a  half  less,  because  the  efficiency  of 
tbe  screws  went  down  as  you  changed  the  pitch.    It  was  a  strange 
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thing.  We  insisted  and  wanted  trials  with  that  unfavorable  pro- 
peller to  show  the  various  other  features  of  advantage  which  our 
c>oat  possessed,  and  as  we  had  built  that  boat  entirely  at  our  own 
expense  and  had  been  under  great  financial  strain  we  felt  that  we 
were  entitled  to  have  some  encouragement  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. We  had  been  developing  the  subject  for  years  and  we  felt 
we  were  entitled  to  some  consideration  as  long  as  there  was  no  com- 
petitor prasent  and  we  had  built  this  boat  at  our  own  expense.  Mr. 
Spear  used  those  tables  and  the  impression  was  given  from  his  paper 
that  that  low  speed  which  he  stated,  3.8  knots,  was  the  best  we  could 
do  with  our  boat,  while  as  a  matter  of  fact  we  had  done  very  much 
better  and  had  recorded  speeds  of  9.3  and  G  knots,  as  against  8> 
knots  which  he  quoted,  and  i  na  recent  report  of  the  board  testifies 
our  submerged  speed  was  about  6  knots. 

Q.  Counsel  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  ask  this  question:  Do 
you  not  know  that  the  confidential  figures  which  you  have  mentioned 
were  published  in  the  House  document  before  Mr.  Spear's  paper 
was  prepared? — A.  You  speak  of  confidential  figures.  Those  figures 
were  given  on  the  floor  of  the  House  within  a  very  few  days  after 
thev  were  given  to  the  trial  board. 

0.  Then  the  time  Mr.  Spear  used  them  they  were  not  confidential 
any  more? — A.  No;  they  were  no  longer  confidential,  and  thase  same 
figures  Mr.  Spear  has  been  informed  and  knows  better,  and  those 
same  figures  have  been  used  before  this  identical  conimittee,  not  by 
Mr.  Spear,  but  by  one  of  the  attorneys.  So  the  misinformation  is 
still  being  circulated. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  read  Avhat  your  stenographer  reported  as  a 
correct  copy? — A.  In  substance,  yes. 

Q.  Now,  counsel  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  request  that  this 
pamphlet  be  put  in  the  record  and  it  will  be  there  side  by  side  with 
that  report. — A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  would  suggest,  however,  that  we  may  not  be  able 
to  go  into  the  pictorial  business. 

Mr.  Littleton.  With  the  exception  of  those  cuts. 

The  Chairman.  The  printed  parted  of  this,  Mr.  Spear's  remarks, 
will  be  printed  in  the  record. 

Q.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make,  Mr.  Lake,  which  will 
throw  any  light  on  this  matter? — A.  No,  I  think  not. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  any  witnesses  that  you  would  like  to 
sugg(»st  that  we  call  that  will  throw  any  light  on  the  subject? 

Answer.  No. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  one  question,  for  the  information  of  the 
committee  and  the  House,  and  will  be  glad  if  you  will  put  it  in  con- 
crete form.  ^Miat  amendment  or  paragraph  on  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bill  would  you  consider  under  the  present  circumstances  tair  and 
just  to  all  parties  concerned? — A.  I  think  the  general  legislation 
which  aplies  to  surface  torpedo  boats  and  battle  ships,  to  cruisers, 
and  to  all  the  ships  should  apply  to  submarines.  I  know  that  there 
are  two  concerns  in  the  United  States  that  to-day  are  able  to  meet 
the  present  requirements  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  there  may  be 
more.  I  think  any  of  the  competing  companies  are  sufficiently  pro- 
tected by  their  patents,  which  is  the  only  monopoly  which  should  be 
recognized  in  this  country,  to  my  mind. 
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Q.  Would  you  put  your  idea  into  concrete  form  in  the  shape  of  a 
proposition,  or  an  amendment,  that  would  be  suitable  at  the  present 
lime,  right  now?  What  do  you  think  would  be  fairest  and  wisest 
J^slation,  all  things  considered  now,  at  the  conclusion  of  vour 

(examination  as  to  the  number,  amount,  and  provision A.  I  think 

iliai  it  is  covered  in  the  bill  which  the  Senator  prepared  and  is 
imown  as  the  "  Sperry  bill,"  which  leaves  the  matter  entirely  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Navy  Department.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  does. 
i  Referring  to  Mr.  Nerf.] 

Mr.  Neff.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  it  make  the  Navy  Department  set  up  the  standard  of  the 
requirements? — A.  Yes,  sir.*  I^t  the  Navy  Department  set  up  the 
standard  of  the  requirements.  They  have  had  sufficient  experience 
now  to  know  what  they  want  in  submarines.  All  other  governments 
have  been  setting  up  that  standard  of  requirements.  However,  I 
think  that  the  Navy  Department  should  have  authority,  if  it  has  not, 
to  send  commissions  abroad  to  see  what  foreign  countries  are  doing 
m  regard  to  submarines.  Foreign  countries  are  sending  commissions 
here.  The  British  Government  has  sent  various  representatives  here, 
and  the  Russian  Government — I  think,  all  of  the  governments.  I  have 
received  this  last  week  a  request  for  information  from  two  important 
foreign  countries.  Japan  sends  commission  after  coinmission  here, 
and  I  think  that  there  should  be  given  in  this  bill,  or  in  the  act,  if  it 
is  not  already  within  the  Department — I  presume  it  is — to  allow 
their  experts  "to  see  what  foreign  governments  are  doing  and  then 
set  up  a  standard  and  anyone  who  could  meet  that  standard  should 
l)e  given  an  opportunity  to  compete,  and  price  should  be  the  only 
thing  for  equal  performance  and  workmanship. 

Q.  The  Sperry  bill,  then,  as  prepared  by  your  counsel.  Senator 
Thurston,  and  now  pending  in  the  House,  emliodies  what  you  would 
consider  a  fair  and  just  proposition  to  attach  to  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bill?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  boats  does  that  call  for? — A.  It  does  not  call  for  a 
number  of  boats,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Depai*tment  should  be  re- 
stricted in  that  sense.  If  you  call  for  a  certain  number  of  boats 
with  a  certain  amount  of  appropriation  they  are  very  apt  to  interpret 
that  to  divide  up  so  many  boats  at  so  much.  The  Department  may 
require  one  boat  that  would  be  able  to  make  a  trip  from  here  to  the 
Philippines,  for  instance,  or  they  may  consider  a  number  of  small 
boats  are  to  advantage.  The  technical  men  and  the  fighting  officers 
of  the  Navy  should  get  together  and  decide  those  questions. 

Q.  How  large  an  amount  does  this  bill  carry  ? — A.  I  think  $2,000,- 
000. 

Q.  Would  you  think,  under  all  the  present  circumstances,  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  our  Navy  and  the  condition  of  the  other  navies  of 
the  world,  and  the  condition  of  our  finances,  a  large  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  that  that  amount  is  large  enough  ? — A.  It  takes  about  two 
years  to  build  a  submarine.  To-day  efficient  submarines  can  be  built 
which  will  offer  the  best  protection  that  I  am  aware  of,  and  that  is 
the  opinion  of  many  foreign  officers. 

Q.  The  Sperry  bill  then  as  now  pending  would  meet  your  views 
as  to  what  was  a  just  proposition  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  As  to  the  amount  for  this  present  year? — A.  Since  we  have 
made  the  contract  with  this  Government  "here  for  a  boat  to  make 
14  knots  and  9^  knots  submerged — we  expect  to  exceed  that  con- 
tract— I  received  a  request  from  a  foreign  government  for  a  boat 
to  make  17  knots  surface  speed  and  12  knots  submerged,  but  I  do  not 
think  we  want  to  go  too  rapidly  in  this  thing.  It  shows  the  demand 
is  becoming  greater  and  greater  for  speed  and  larger  radius  of  action. 
This  Government  demands  30  per  cent  reserve  buoyancy  in  full 
loaded  conditions,  which  makes  an  efficient  seagoing  craft. 

The  Chairman.  Is  any  one  else  present,  either  in  person  or  by 
counsel,  that  desires  to  ask  questions  of  this  witness? 

Q.  The  examination  of  the  stock  books  in  executive  session  can  be 
done  at  any  future  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  stock  books,  as  I  imderstand  it,  will  be  here,  so  that  they 
can  be  examined  at  short  notice? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Adams  coming  over  to-morrow  ? — A.  So  I  understand. 

Q.  Would  it  be  possible  to  reach  him  by  wire  and  have  him  bring 
the  correspondence? — A.  Xo;  because  they  are  in  my  private  desk,  if 
they  are  there. 

Q.  Would  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  make  the  trip  to  Bridgeport 
now  that  vour  testimony  is  over  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  would  be  very  glad  to 
go  to  Bri(igeport. 

Q.  If  you  will  do  that  the  committee,  unless  some  other  questions 
come  up  in  the  future,  the  committee,  does  not  care  to  make  any  fur- 
ther examination  of  you. — ^A.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  bring  them 
down  ? 

Q.  If  you  send  them  down,  the  letters  which  have  been  referred 
to  in  this  testimony,  and  those  are,  so  far  as  you  know,  they  are 
copies  of  letters  from  J.  C.  Lake,  or  other  officers  of  the  company, 
relating  to  the  contract  of  last  summer  and  the  submission  of  the 
matter  to  the  Attorney-General. — A.  We  have  copies  of  all  official 
coirespondence  with  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  What  we  want  particularly  are  the  reports  to  you  as  president 
of  the  company  by  the  local  officer  here,  and  anything  relating  to  the 
submission  of  this  to  the  Attorney-General. — A.  Most  of  those  reports 
would  be  in  London. 

Q.  Copies  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake's  letters  would,  of  course,  be  here? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  letters  and  replies  relating  to  those  affidavit A. 

Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  think  that  will  be  all.  If  it  is  necessary  we  can  notify  your 
counsel  if  the  committee  desires  to  ask  any  further  questions,  other- 
wise you  can  be  discharged.  The  committee  regrets  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  you  here  so  long. — A.  It  was  probably  a  good  thing. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  to-morrow 
afternoon  at  2  o'clock. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Wednesday, 
April  15,  1908,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.) 
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Q.  As  to  the  amount  for  this  present  year? — A.  Since  we  have 
made  the  contract  with  this  Government  here  for  a  boat  to  make 
14  knots  and  9^  knots  submerged — we  expect  to  exceed  that  con- 
tract— I  received  a  request  from  a  foreign  government  for  a  boat 
to  make  17  knots  surface  speed  and  12  knots  submerged,  but  I  do  not 
think  we  want  to  go  too  rapidly  in  this  thing.  It  shows  the  demand 
is  becoming  gi'eater  and  greater  for  speed  and  larger  radius  of  action. 
This  Government  demands  «30  per  cent  reserve  buoyancy  in  full 
loaded  conditions,  which  makes  an  efficient  seagoing  craft.  " 

The  Chairman.  Is  any  one  else  present,  either  in  person  or  by 
counsel,  that  desires  to  ask  questions  of  this  witness? 

Q.  The  examination  of  the  stock  books  in  executive  session  can  be 
done  at  any  future  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  stock  books,  as  I  understand  it,  will  be  here,  so  that  thev 
can  be  examined  at  short  notice? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Adams  coming  over  to-morrow? — A.  So  I  understand. 

Q.  Would  it  be  possible  to  reach  him  by  wire  and  have  him  bring 
the  correspondence? — A.  No;  because  they  are  in  my  private  desk,  if 
they  are  there. 

Q.  Would  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  make  the  trip  to  Bridgeport 
now  that  vour  testimony  is  over? — A.  Yes;  I  would  be  very  glad  to 
go  to  Bridgeport. 

Q.  If  you  will  do  that  the  committee,  unless  some  other  questions 
come  up  in  the  future,  the  committee,  does  not  care  to  make  any  fur- 
ther examination  of  you. — ^A.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  bring  them 
down  ? 

Q.  If  you  send  them  down,  the  letters  which  have  been  referred 
to  in  this  testimony,  and  those  are,  so  far  as  you  know,  they  are 
copies  of  letters  from  J.  C.  Lake,  or  other  officers  of  the  company, 
relating  to  the  contract  of  last  summer  and  the  submission  of  the 
matter  to  the  Attorney-General. — ^A.  We  have  copies  of  all  official 
correspondence  with  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  What  we  want  particularly  are  the  reports  to  you  as  president 
of  the  company  by  the  local  officer  here,  and  anything  relating  to  the 
submission  of  this  to  the  Attorney-General. — A.  Most  of  those  reports 
would  be  in  London. 

Q.  Copies  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake's  letters  would,  of  course,  be  here?— A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  letters  and  replies  relating  to  those  affidavit A. 

Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  think  that  will  be  all.  If  it  is  necessary  we  can  notify  your 
counsel  if  the  committee  desires  to  ask  any  further  questions,  other- 
wise you  can  be  discharged.  The  committee  regrets  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  you  here  so  long. — A.  It  was  probably  a  good  thing. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  to-morrow 
afternoon  at  2  o'clock. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Wednesday, 
April  15,  1908,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.) 
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APPENDIX. 

THE  DEVELOFMEKT  OF  StJBMABimS. 

Bt  L.  Y.  Speab,  Esq.,  Member. 

[Read  at  the  fourteenth  general  meeting  of  the  tSociety  of  Naval  Architects  and 
Marine  Engineers,  held  in  New  York,  November  22  and  23,  1906.] 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Four  years  ago  the  author  read  before  this  society  a  paper  cover- 
ing the  development  of  the  submarine  torpedo  boat  up  to  that  date. 
Since  then  the  importance  of  the  subject  has  progressively  increased, 
^vine  rise  to  much  public  discussion,  unfortimately  in  many  cases 
based  on  misconceptions  of  the  subject.  The  object  of  the  present 
communication  is  to  record  the  development  during  the  past  four 
years  and  to  compare  the  results  obtained  with  different  tvpes,  and 
mcidentally  to  comment  on  some  much  misunderstood  points.  To 
make  clear  what  follows,  it  will  be  necessary  to  touch  on  one  of  these 
points  now,  viz:  The  distinction  between  a  ''submersible''  and  a 
submarine." 

These  terms  are  of  French  origin,  and,  strictly  speaking,  are  only 
applicable  to  French  boats.  Outside  of  France  the  broad  term  ''sub- 
marine" is  generally  used  to  designate  all  vessels  capable  of  navi- 
C"  ig  totally  submerged.  The  word  is  also  used  in  that  sense  in 
ce,  but  in  addition  is  frequently  used  in  a  restricted  sense,  to 
distinguish  one  general  type  of  French  boat  from  another,  termed 
"submersible."  The  first  imder-water  boats  built  in  France  were 
fitted  only  with  electric  power  and  had  no  heat  engines  for  surface 
propulsion  and  recharging  batteries.  As  these  were  incapable  of 
action  independent  of  tneir  base,  the  qualities  necessary  for  cruising 
on  the  surface,  particularly  at  sea,  were  unimportant;  hence  in  the 
light  condition  (that  is,  with  all  ballast  tanks  empty)  they  had  a 
y«jr  small  reserve  of  buoyancy — only  about  4  or  5  per  cent.  That 
is.  m  the  condition  of  maximum  freeboard  they  were  almost  awash. 
This  was  permissible  because  imder  the  worst  conditions  at  sea  which 
tfiey  were  apt  to  encounter,  the  boats  could  be  completely  sealed  up, 
as  they  did  not  require  any  air  supply  for  propulsion.  The  first 
pf^^these  vessels  were  originally  designed  to  suomerge  by  inclin- 
ing the  axes  under  the  action  of  stem  rudders  only.  The  pro- 
pOTtions  of  the  vessels,  however,  were  eminently  unsuitable  for 
tills  method  of  submergence,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  control 
them  by  this  method  with  any  certainty.  Additional  rudders  were 
therefore  fitted  both  forward  and  aft,  eaually  distant  from  the  center 
ol  gravity,  so  that  a  vertical  thrust  could  be  produced  in  addition  to 
^le  turning  movement  due  to  the  stem  mdders.  Owing  to  the  ver- 
tical thrust  of  the  side  mdders,  the  vessel  could  submerge  and  rise 
with  very  slight  inclinations  of  the  axis.  These  means  were  found 
better  suited  to  vessels  of  the  form  and  proportion  of  those  in  ques- 
tion, and  have  been  adhered  to  ever  since.     In  1899  the  Narvd,  the 

1U9 


1120  HEARINGS   ON    HOUSE    RESOLUTION   288. 

forerunner  of  a  new  type  for  France,  was  launched.  She  was  t^^rnied 
a  *' submersible''  because,  in  addition  to  her  under-water  work,  she 
was  especially  designed  to  cruise  on  the  surface  like  an  ordinary  tpsj- 
sel,  steam  engines  oeing  fitted  for  that  purpose.  The  use  of  steam 
engines,  of  course,  involved  comparatively  large  deck  openings  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  air  ana  exhausting  the  products  of  com- 
bustion. To  meet  these  conditions  safely  and  at  the  same  time 
render  the  vessel  sufficiently  habitable  and  conrfortable  in  a  seaway, 
the  reserve  buoyancy  in  the  light  condition,  i.  e.,  all  ballast  tanks 
empty,  was  very  materially  increased  as  compared  with  the  earlierj 
boats,  or  ''submarines''  proper.  The  means  for  submergence  and 
control  when  submerged,  i.  e.,  multiple  rudders,  were  identical  with 
the  final  form  of  the  "submarine."  At  that  date,  then,  the  prime 
difference  between  the  ''submarine"  and  "submersible"  was  that 
the  former  had  electric  power  only  without  means  for  recharging 
batteries,  while  the  latter  had  not  only  the  electric  power,  but  also 
independent  heat  engines  for  surface  propulsion  and  recharging  bat- 
teries. In  addition,  the  "  submersible "nad  greater  buoyancy  and 
initial  stability  in  the  light  condition,  and  probably  less  stability 
submerged.  This  distinction  remained  clear  until  a  few  years  ago. 
when  the  French  abandoned  steam  engines  and  adopted  the  Amer- 
ican principle  of  using  oil  engines,  fitting  them  not  only  into  the  new 
" submersibles "  Aigrette  and  Ci^ogne,  but  also  into  the  "submarines" 
Xf  F,  Z,  and  others,  thus  destroying  the  old  and  main  distinction 
between  the  two  types.  The  names,  however,  are  still  adhered  to, 
as  the  other  differences  noted  still  exist,  though  to  a  lessened  degree. 
The  surface  buoyancy  of  the  "submersible"  has  been  materially 
decreased  and  that  of  the  "submarine"  slightly  increased;  and  on 
the  latter  have  been  fitted  raised  bow  superstructures,  flying  bridges, 
etc.,  in  the  attempt  to  increase  habitability  and  comfort  in  cruising 
at  sea.  The  means  and  methods  of  submerging  remain  identical  as 
before.  Trials  having  shown  that  the  buoyancy  of  the  latest  French 
"  submarine  "  is  still  insufficient  for  satisfactory  cruising  on  the  surface 
at  sea,  the  two  types  in  the  future  may  be  expected  to  meree  into 
one,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  termed  a  "submersible.  '  The 
"submarine"  proper,  as  at  present  understood  in  France,  must  be 
relegated  to  harbor  defense  only.  In  passing,  we  may  note  that 
the  "submersible"  reallv  originated  in  America,  as  the  tloUand  was 
the  first  vessel  built  of  tnat  general  type.  No  "submarines"  proper, 
except  one  or  two  experimental  vessels,  have  been  constructed  out- 
side of  France.  Those  possessed  by  other  countries,  such  as  Eng- 
land, United  States,  Japan,  Russia,  etc.,  if  they  must  be  classified, 
undoubtedly  belong  in  the  "submersible"  class,  for,  while  their  per- 
centage of  surface  buoyancy  is  somewhat  less  than  that  of  the  French 
"submersible,"  it  is  enormously  greater  than  that  of  the  French 
"submarine."  It  has  been  thought  desirable  to  set  forth  this  dis- 
tinction at  some  length,  as  the  terms  are  often  erroneously  used  to 
distinguish  between  boats  which  by  means  of  multiple  rudders  sub- 
merge on  nearly  an  even  keel  and  those  which  submerce  by  inclining 
the  axis  under  the  action  of  stern  rudders  only.  It  should  be  noted 
also  that  any  conclusions  drawn  from  the  comparative  perform- 
ances of  the  two  types  of  French  boat  are  clearly  not  applicable  to 
the  various  types  of  modified  "  submersibles "  outside  of  France, 
whether  these  be  of  the  "even  keel"  or  "diving"  type. 
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DESCRIPTIVn. 

Turning  now  to  the  development  during  the  past  four  years,  we 
find  that  the  most  active  countries  have  been  Great  Britain  and 
France,  with  United  States,  Russia,  Japan,  Italy,  Holland,  and  Ger- 
many following. 

Gre/Jt  Britain. — During  this  period  1902-1906  Great  Britain  has 

! practically  overcome  the  lead  which  France  held  at  the  beginning, 
or.  while  in  the  total  number  of  boats  built  and  building  its  fleet  is 
still  inferior,  yet  the  average  efficiency  is  so  much  higher  as  to  make 
up  for  the  deficiency  in  numbers.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  British  boats  have  been  developed  logically,  step  by  step,  from 
the  original  type,  which  were  Holland  boats  of  tne  Adder  type. 
This  development  has  been  continuous,  looking  always  toward 
improvements  in  speed,  radius  of  action,  habitability,  armament,  etc., 
hy  successive  increases  in  displacement.  As  the  success  of  each  step- 
li4s  been  demonstrated  in  practice,  the  perfected  type  of  boat  has 
Wn  reproduced  in  sufficient  numbers  to  form  one  or  two  tactical 
j^oups  of  five  boats  each.  The  great  advantages  of  uniformity  of 
t!»*sign  in  the  groups  are  so  obvious  as  to  require  nothing  more  than 
mention,  including,  as  they  do,  not  onlj"  the  tactical  use  of  the  ves- 
5*l^,  but  important  questions  of  organization,  supplies,  spare  parts 
etc.  On  September  1,  1906,  there  were  built  and  in  commission  23 
boats  (5  original  Hollands,  12  modified  Hollands  of  the  A  type, 
fi  modiiSed  Hollands  of  the  B  type),  while  18  were  under  construc- 
tion (1  of  the  A  t>T)e,  5  of  the  B  type,  11  of  the  C  type,  and  1  of  the 
Lf  type,  all  modified  Hollands);  7  more  were  authorized, but  at  that 
'late  not  yet  begun.  Owing  to  the  policy  of  secrecy  maintained  by 
the  British  Ad^niralty,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  secure  reliable 
information  with  regard  to  the  characteristics  and  performances  of 
these  boats.  Tables  1  and  2  may  be  relied  upon  with  absolute  con- 
tj<lence  only  as  far  as  the  numbers,  type,  dimensions,  and  displace- 
ment are  concerned.  The  speeds,  radii  of  action,  etc.,  may,  liow- 
«*ver,  be  taken  as  sufficiently  accurate,  although,  except  in  the  case 
<'f  the  original  five  Hollands,  the  data  does  not  come  from  trial 
Mords. 

Confining  ourselves  to  boats  actually  completed  and  in  service, 
jfpection  of  the  table  reveals  the  following:  The  horsepower  of  the 
mam  enrines  has  risen  from  160  to  600,  the  surface  speed  from  8J 
*'»  12i.  me  submerged  speed  from  7  to  8i,  the  maximum  radius  of 
action  from  500  to  1,350  nautical  miles.  To  accomplish  these  results 
it  has  been  necessary  to  increase  the  displacement  from  122  tons 
■'•  313  and  the  length  from  64  feet  to  135.  In  so  doing,  the  ratio 
'•npngth  to  beam  has  been  increased  from  5.4  to  10.  It  was  formerly 
thought  that  such  a  large  ratio  of  length  to  beam  would  necessitate 
the  adoption  of  the  French  method  of  submergence,  viz,  multiple 
ru<lilera,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  not  the  case,  as 
these  vessels,  like  the  earlier  ones,  are  handled  and  submerged  by' 
><teni  rudders  only.  Single  screws  and  electric  power  for  subinergecl 
Work,  with  gasoline  engines  for  surface  propulsion,  have  been  stead- 
ily adhered  to.  In  A~13  an  attempt  was  made  to  substitute  a 
hearier  oil  for  gasoline,  but  it  is  understood  that  difficulties  with 
the  installation  have  prevented  her  completion.  It  is  further  under- 
^UhA  that  gasoline  will  be  adhered  to  until  the  success  of  a  heavy 
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oil  engine  installation  has  been  thoroughly  demonstrated  in  practice. 
It  is  known  that  in  some  instances,  at  least,  the  percentage  of  buoy- 
ancy in  the  Ueht  condition  has  been  reduced  below  that  of  the  orig- 
inal type.  There  is,  however,  some  reason  to  believe  that  in  the 
later  boats  the  original  percentage  has  been  reverted  to. 

Table  No.  1. — Brituh ^Bubmannes  in  commisnon  September  J,  1906. 


Type. 


Original 
H^land. 

Modified 
UoUand 
A1-A4. 

Modified 
Holland 
A50-A12. 

Modified 
Holland 
B1-B6. 


PropolalaD* 


Single  screw, 
gasoline  and 
electricity. 

do 


....do 

....do 


Annament. 


1  tube;  4-3.55  m. 
Whitehead. 

2  tubes:    4-5  m. 
Whitehead. 


....do. 
....do. 


liiil 

i'S  "3  2 
•      I 


'C5 

3^ 


I  Ft.   I  Ft.Jn.\                  I 

5  64'        11  9     122   7.0  ' 

4  go! 

I  t 

8  90 

6  135 
23 


12  3     180|  7. 5 
12  8     204  7. 75 


13  0'    313   8.5  I     12.50 


&S0 
10.25 
11.00 


6 

* 

8  . 

t 

ftC   » 

jt 

^1 

1 

♦i^^ 

o. 

:i 

* 

e 

■3 

2 

s: 

o 

300 

7. 

370'   ao 

4O0I    8.5 
960'    9.51 


m 
3S0 


I 


Table  No.  2. — British  submarinee  building  and  authorized  September  1, 1906. 


Type. 


Propulsion. 


Armament. 


Modified     Single  screw,  2  tubes;     4-5  m.  , 

Holland        kerosene  and  Whitehead.             I 
A 13-               electricity. 

Modified  do 2  tubes;     5-5  m.  , 

Holland  Whitehead.          | 

BO-Bll.    I                               -  I 

M  odifledi....do 2   tubes;     4-5  m.  1    11 

Holland  Whitehead.          1 

Cl-Cll  ' 


Ft. 


99 


*  Ss   « 


I  ^ 


Ft.  In. 

12  8l    204   7. 75 


10.5     200 


5       135!        13  a'    313,  &5         12.5     950 


135' 


I 
13  6]    313,  8.  5  ' 


&0    -^^ 


9. 5 1.. ^50 


12.5     950    9.51,?^'' 


Modified     Twin ,)screw gas-  do I      1    a  I60J a500|a9.0    014.0. 

H  o  Hand        oline  and  eieo-  '  j  j 

Dl.                 tricity.                                               1                  I                       , 
Modified  ; 67 1 1 1 

Holland  ,  I  '         . 

D2-D8.      I  'III' 

25  I 


I 


o  Approximate. 

h  Authorized  but  not  yet  laid  down. 


Note.— All  speeds  are  designed  speeds. 

France. — As  compared  with  the  eminently  practical  policv  <^f 
development  pursued  by  Great  Britain,  the  French  policy  arfords 
an  illuminating  contrast."  Here  all  that  so  far  has  been  accomplished 
has  been  done  by  the  Government  itself,  and  not  by  private  enter- 
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prise  nor  by  cooperation  between  the  Government  and  private 
enterprise.  As  a  government  can  never  be  as  thoroughly  centralized 
as  a  private  business  concern,  one  of  the  natural  results  or  this  system 
is  a  scattered  effort  over  a  number  of  independent  attempts  at 
solution  of  the  problems  involved,  and  a  lack  of  that  continuous 
step-by-step  development  which  is  so  essential  to  the  best  results. 
Such  conditions  make  in  a  broad  sense  for  a  vacillating  and  uncertain 
policy  resulting  in  a  heterogeneous  fleet  and  a  multiplicity;  of  types^ 
two  very  serious  drawbacks  to  an  efficient  fleet.  Thus  while  France 
had  on  September  1,  1906,  a  total  of  99  boats  built,  building,  and 
authorized,  these  already  represent  18  different  types,  many  of  which 
are  of  such  low  efficiency  compared  with  the  best  possible  as  to  be 
practically  a  negligible  quantity.  Of  these  18  types  already  deter- 
mined upon,  12  are  ^* submarines"  proper  and  6  are  ^'submersibles." 
Tliere  have  not  been  wanting  keen  critics  in  France  to  point  out 
the  foUy  of  such  scattered  efforts,  and  it  is  now  authoritatively  stated 
that  continuity  will  form  an  important  feature  in  future  development. 
Tables  3,  4,  5,  and  6  give  certain  data  with  regard  to  the  French 
"submarines"  as  referred  to  the  date  of  September  1,  1906,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  at  that  time  there  were  40  boats  completed, 
29  boats  under  construction,  20  boats  of  which  the  design  has  been 
selected  but  keels  not  yet  laid,  and  10  boats  appropriated  for  which 
the  desim  had  not  yet  been  selected.  For  convenience  tHe  **  sub- 
marines" and  ^'submersibles"  have  been  separated  in  each  table. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Emeraude  and  Opah,  included  in  Table 
6.  although  completed  on  September  1,  had  not  then  undergone  their 
trials. 

The  above  data  as  to  types,  dimensions,  tonnage,  speeds,  arma- 
ment, etc.,  may  be  accepted  with  confidence,  except  where  otherwise 
noted. 

'*  Suhmannes'^  proper. — The  most  significant  thing  revealed  by  the 
tables  concerning  this  groHip  is  the  entire  absence  of  any  systematic 
development.  This  is  best  illustrated,  by  the  abrupt  vanations  in 
displacement  which,  beginning  with  30  tons,  rose  to  270,  fell  to  146, 
rose  to  185,  fell  to  70,  rose  to  168  and  202,  fell  to  45  and  21,  and 
again  rose  to  212  and  398.  Other  features  worthy  of  notice  are  as 
follows:  Since  1901  no  submarines  dependent  upon  electric  power 
only  have  been  laid  down,  all  subsequent  vessels  being  fitted  with 
oil  engines  also.  Apparently  the  prime  object  in  fitting  them  has 
l>een  to  render  the  boats  independent  of  shore  plants  for  charging 
batteries,  as  the  necessary  freeboard,  buoyancy,  and  fuel  supply  for 
extended  sea  work  have  not  been  suppliecl.  The  oil  engines,  which 
are  known  to  be  operating  successful!}'',  are  gasoline  engines.  Data 
as  u>  behavior  of  the  heavy  oil  engines  which  are  being  tried  are  not 
available.  The  small  submarine  Q-i,  of  21  tons,  is  mtended  to  be 
hoisted  on  board  a  lar^e  transport,  though  the  details  of  the  method 
and  gear  for  hoisting  have  not  yet  been  worked  out.  This  experi- 
nient  does  not  seem  to  ofi'er  much  promise,  as  21  tons  is  certainly 
too  small  a  displacement  for  efficient  work  under  service  condi- 
tions. In  the  submarine  Y  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  increase  the 
submerged  speed  and  endiu'ance  by  substituting  a  heat  engine  for 
the  electric  motor  and  batteries.  The  same  engine  is  used  as  for  sur- 
face propulsion,  special  means  being  provided  for  furnishing  the  neces- 
isary  oxygen  and  disposing  of  the  products  of  combustion.  No  in- 
formation is  available  as  to  when  this  vessel  will  be  ready  for  trials. 
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Table  No.  3. — French  '' iubmertibleg  "  in  commisnon,  September  1,  1906. 


m  I 


Type. 


Narral.. 


Propulsion. 


NoJgxf 
1  ®<S 


B  screw,  steAm  and 

_  .trlcity. 

Slrene i do 

Aigrette...  Stn^  screw,  gasoline 

and  electricity. 


gili 


II  I 


Ft,In.\  /V./«. 
4     111    6     11     2 


4     111    «     12     4 
4     118   0     12    10 


I 


'I 

00 


P 


KnoU.  Knots.  MimAa. 
•  12.0     o&O  20 


•  12.0     •&0 
&7        6.3 


«  Doubtful. 
Table  No.  4. — French  "mhmarines  in  commiseion,  September  1,  1906. 


Type. 


Propulsion. 


Qymnote Single  screw,   eleo- 

tflclty. 

Qustave  ZMfe do 

Morse do 

Farfadet do 

Naide Single  screw,  gaso- 
line and  eleo- 
,     tricity. 

X Twin  screw,  gaso- 

I  line  and  elec- 
tricity. 

Z ; Single  screw,  gaso- 
line and  elec- 
tricity. 

Emeraude do 


'  Ft,  in. 
None.      56    6 

3     150    0 

3  j  118    0 

4  136    0 
2       74    0 


Ft   in. 
5    11 


P«S       p. 

•  6  I  • 


Ton9.\  Tont.,  Knoi$.\KnoU. 
30   6  4 


10  10  270  I 

9  0  146  , 

9  6  185  I 

7  6        70 


2     123    0  •  10     3  I    168 

4     136    0  9    10  I    202  , 

6     146    6  '  12    10  .    398 

i        i 

a  Designed. 


•  s 

E 


Minntih 


8.5  '      6 
8.3  '     &8 
al2  !       a6 
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Tablb  No.  5. — French  ^ subniernbUs'^  building  and  authorized,  September  1,  1906. 


Type. 


Propulsion. 


I       .  Anna- 
I       I  ment  ,  I 

,  tubes  j 

and  ex-' 
No.i  terior  iLoiigtli.'  Beam. 
'       I  launch-.  j 

ingap-i 

I       I  P"»^  I  , 

tus.  I 


Omeea. 


I 


....I  Sing^le  screw,  special       1 
oil  engines. 

CatB do 2 

QSl-<)60,      Qe2-  I  Single  screw,  steam     18 
Qflft.  engine  and  special 

M  oil  engine.o 

QTO-Q® 620 

gWMlW cio 


Dls- .  I    Die-    I  T>,^_, 

place-  i  place-  I  ^*^- 

ment  i  ment  |„S& 

sub-   ,«orfaoe  !«J«*J" 

merged.!  light,  i  'P®®^' 


,  Ft,  wi.    Ft,  m. '  Tons . 

4    100  6  '   13  9  :      aoo 


156    0 
168    0 


7  ;  168    0  ,     16    4 


500 
550 


550 
«*700 


Ton*. 
212 


350 
400 


<i400 
550 


Sub- 


Knots. 

11 


12 
13  , 


13  ' 
(115  1 


speed, 
3  hours. 


Knots. 


8 


a  DODbftful. 

»  Keeb  not  laid,  but  design  fixed . 


c  Authorized,  but  design  not  finally  fixed. 
d  Approximate. 


Note.— All  speeds  are  "designed"  speeds. 

Table  No.  6. — French  "'submarines'^  building,  September  1,  1906. 


Type. 


Propulsion. 


Arma- 
I  ment 

tubiBs 
'  and  ex- 
No.   terior  Length. 
'         launch- 
ingap- 
I  para- 

tus. 


Beam. 


,    Die-    . 
'  plaoe- 
I  ment,  ' 

sub- 
merged.' 


Dis- 
place- 
ment, 
light. 


Maxi-      Sub- 
mum  'merged 
surface,  speed, 
speed.  'Snours. 


V Sinsle  strew,  special  ,    1 

oil  engine. 
£meratid« i  Single   screw,   gaso-  |    4 

I      line  and  electricity.  ' 
ftoepe ,  Single  screw,  special      2 

,      oil  engine, 
•i^l ,-' 1  ' 


Note.— .\U  speeds  are  "designed"'  speeds. 


Ft.  in.\  Ft.  in. 

157    6  I  9  10 

146    6  I  12  10 

67    6  I  6  11 

36    6  I  6    3 


Tons. 
212 


45 

21 


Tom. 


Knots.    Knots. 
10  '  6 


When  we  remember  the  facts  that  the  earlier  boats  in  this  group 
have  electric  power  only,  that  the  Naide  class  have  a  displacement  of 
only  70  tons  with  a  small  radius  of  action,  and  that  X  and  Z  are  defi- 
<ient  in  seaworthiness,  radius  of  action,  and  speed  submerged, it  is  easy 
to  see  that  none  of  them  fulfill  modern  requirements  to  a  reasonable 
'ie^e,  and  so  must  be  relegated  to  the  second  line,  and  used  for  harbor 
defense  in  the  limited  sense. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  six  vessels  of  the  Emeraude  class 
^tU  demonstrate  on  trial  the  possession  of  the  important  qualities 
Uckin?  in  the  earlier  boats.  It  not.  then  we  must  look  to  the  group 
of "  submersibles  "  for  efficient  vessels,  measuring  up  to  the  standarcis 
elsewhere  attained. 

'Suimersihles.'^ — In  the  history  of  the  construction  of  this  group 
a  definite  policy  is  visible, free  from  the  erratic  steps,  to  the  side  and 
backward,  so  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  the  ''submarine''  proper. 
Each  successive  type  has  been  marked  by  an  increased  displacement 
over  the  preceding  one  until,  from  the  original  200  tons,  vessels  are  now 
building  of  550  tons.  The  main  features  of  the  original  have  been 
flosely  adhered  to,  except  that  in  some  cases  oil  engines  have  replaced 
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steam  engines,  and  in  at  least  one  case,  the  Omega y  as  in  the  subm&rine 
Y,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  dispense  with  electric  power  altogether. 

So  far  as  Doats  now  completed  are  concerned,  the  designer's  efforts 
have  been  principally  concentrated  on  a  reduction  in  the  time  required 
to  submerge  from  the  light  condition.  For  the  first  vessel,  the  Aanvi/, 
twenty  minutes  were  required  for  this  operation,  a  period  which  was 
at  once  recognized  as  bemg  entirely  inaamissible.  The  reason  lies  in 
the  fact  that  destroyers  ana  large  torpedo  boats  may  be  counted  on  to 
run  a  knot  in  about  two  and  one-half  minuter,  so  that  to  avoid  destruc- 
tion by  such  vessels  the  Narval  would  be  obliged  to  sight  them  when 
distant  from  8  to  9  miles,  a  practical  impossibility  under  service  condi- 
tions. In  the  Sirene  class  this  time  was  reduced  to  ten  minutes,  and 
finally  in  the  Aigrette  and  Oicogne  to  five  minutes.  In  affecting  this 
reduction  the  two  most  important  factors  have  been  as  follows,  viz, 
first,  the  substitution  of  oil  engines  for  steam  engines;  and  second,  the 
reduction  of  the  excessive  reserve  buovancy  in  the  light  condition, 
thus  reducing  the  amount  of  water  and  lience  the  time  required  to  fill 
tanks.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  return  to  steam  engines  in  the 
Q~61  class  would  appear  to  be  a  mistake,  unless  some  new  method  of 
installation  has  been  found,  free  from  the  faults  of  the  original.  The 
reduction  of  reserve  buoyancy,  however,  goes  on  progressively,  that  of 
the  Q-51  class  bein^  only  one-half  of  that  of  the  Narval.  As  excessive 
bouyancy  not  only  increases  the  time  required  to  submerge,  but  is  only 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  other  qualities,  the  reduction  may  be  ex- 
pected to  go  on  until  the  lowest  limit  comi>atible  with  satisfactory  sea- 
going quauties  is  reached. 

One  other  feature,  characteristic  of  both  the '  'submersible ' '  and '  'sub- 
marine," is  worthy  of  note;  that  is,  the  armament.  Owing  to  pecul- 
iarities of  form  and  proportion  the  installation  of  internal  tuhes  is 
somewhat  limited  and  recourse  has  been  had  in  many  cases  to  exterior 
launching  apparatus.  Tliis  system,  while  it  materially  simplifies  the 
work  of  the  designer,  is  much  inferior  to  the  internal  tube  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons:  First,  firing  accuracy  is  inferior;  second,  torpedo  is 
exposed  to  mechanical  injury;  third,  torpedo  is  entirely  inaccessible 
when  submerged. 

Russm. — Stimulated  b}^  the  needs  of  the  war  with  Japan,  Russia 
has  hurriedly  accummulated  a  fleet  of  28  boats,  of  which  19  are  com- 
pleted and  in  commission,  and  9  are  building.  Thirteen  of  the  boats 
completed  are  of  American  design,  7  of  the  so-called]  ''Holland'' 
boats,  and  6  ''Lake"  boats.  During  the  war  14  of  these  vessels 
were  transported  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Vladivostok  on  the  Sibe- 
rian railway.  Special  trucks  were  built  to  accommodate  them 
and  the  boats  were  shipped  in  a  completed  condition  except 
that  their  comiing  towers  were  removed  to  permit  of  their 
passage  under  briages  and  through  tunnels.  As  the  Japanese 
did  not  attack  Vlaaivostok,  these  vessels  had  no  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  their  qualities  in  an  actual  engagement.  They  were, 
however,  kept  steadily  employed  in  outpost  picket  dutv,  their  farthest 
station  being  about  150  miles  from  Vladivostok,  "the  vessels  held 
their  outpost  positions  normally  for  periods  of  from  tliree  to  five  days, 
but  were  occasionally  required  to  hold  position  for  two  weeks  without 
returning  to  the  base  for  supplies.  It  is  noteworthy  that,  although 
this  flotilla  was  very  hurriedly  assembled  and  the  crews  and  command- 
ing officers  had  very  inadequate  experience  in  the  management  of  sub- 
marines, nevertheless  only  two  serious  accidents  occurred,  both  of 
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these  being  in  boats  of  Russian  design.     Table  7  gives  such  particulars 
as  are  avaflable  with  regard  to  the  Russian  boats. 

Table  No.  7. — Rus^n  suhnuaines  built  and  huUding,  September  7,  1906. 


I  \   ^'^^  \  I  I 

I  I  place-      Siir-    ,   Sub-   |  Time  I 

Tjrpe.  No.' Len^h.  I  Beam.  I  ment,  I    face     merged  to  sub- 1  Propulsion. 

8ub-    I  speed.  I  speed,    merge. 
I  merged.!  |  I  I 

'         I        !  ^*»- 1 

Ff.  In.    Ft.  In.     Tons.  '  Knots.  I  Knots. '   utes. 
£J«rtrie      Boat     Co.,       7  67    0      11  10  i        122,       9.5  i       7.4|       3.5  |  Single  screw,  gaaollne 

Type7-P.  i.  I'll      and  electricity. 

Lakp  type  Protector. .     6  .       f>7    6      12    6         174  i       7. 5  I       4. 6  '     20     <  Twin  screw,  gaaollne 

I                I             I             ,             I  I  and  electricity. 

BttUemisebeff 6  i       77    0       14    0  ■        175    ' 


al 

:>r»>wieeki ai  i | ,  130 

Do al ,  230! 

I  I 

D'E<iae\UIay o3        131    0  '    10    6  ,  190  ' 

Lake a4      6120    0   i  6500  , 


Do. 

Special  oil  motor. 
Kerosene  and  electric- 

Itv. 
Twm  screw,  gasoline 

and  electricity. 


».       I      I      I      I      ! 

a  Building.  6  Doubtful. 

Japan. — The  Japanese  fleet  consists  of  five  so-called  "Holland'' 
boats  of  the  following  dimensions  and  particulars:  Length,  67  feet; 
beam,  11  feet  lOJ  inches;  displacement  submerged,  123  tons;  dis- 
placement light,  104  tons;  speed  on  the  surface  light,  9  knots;  maxi- 
mum radius,  500  knots;  speed  submerged,  7  knots;  radius  full  speed, 
28  knots;  radius  at  reduced  speed,  90  knots. 

These  vessels  were  ordered  in  the  summer  of  1904,  and,  after 
erection,  were  knocked  down  for  shipment.  They  were  not  com- 
pleted until  late  in  the  summer  of  1905,  and  peace  was  declared  before 
there  was  an  opportunity  to  employ  them  in  service.  There  are 
under  construction  in  Japan  two  smaller  submarines,  understood  to  be 
from  the  designs  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Holland.  The  first  boat  has  been  under- 
going trials  for  many  months,  but  has  ftot  yet  been  accepted  by  the 
Japanese  Government. 

ilolland. — The  Dutch  Government  has  begun  the  construction  of 
submarines,  the  first  of  which  has  recently  been  accepted  after 
exhaustive  trials  in  the  North  Sea.  This  is  of  the  same  design  and 
dimensions  as  those  furnished  to  Japan. 

fffr/wawy.—r Within  the  past  four  years  considerable  activity  has 
been  manifested  in  Germany,  both  by  the  Government  and  by  private 
firnis.  The  Germania  jsixd  at  Kiel,  controlled  by  the  Krupps,  has 
built  and  is  experimenting  with  a  vessel  designed  by  M.  R.  D'Eque- 
villay,  of  about  240  tons  displacement.  It  is  understood  that  this 
vessel  has  been  subject  to  many  alterations  and  has  not  yet  reached 
its  final  form,  although  it  is  expected  that  it  will  soon  be  ready  for 
trials  after  radical  changes.  The  German  Government  has  set  aside  a 
fund  for  the  development  of  the  submarine,  and  it  is  understood  that 
the  vessel  built  at  Krupps  will  be  tried  by  the  Government.  The 
Government  itself  is  builoing  an  experimental  boat,  understood  to  be 
160  feet  long  and  330  tons  displacement,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  con- 
stniction  of  vessels  of  another  successfully  demonstrated  type  will 
soon  l>e  undertaken. 

Italy. — Reliable  information  as  to  the  Italian  boats  is  not  available. 
Even  the  exact  number  completed  and  under  constniction  is  not 
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known.  This  is  reported  by  some  authorities  as  six  and  others  as 
nine.  The  published  data  with  regard  to  the  particulars  of  the  boats 
is  so  conflicting  as  to  be  unworthy  of  reproduction,  and  is  therefore 
omitted  from  this  communication.  It  is  beUeved  that  the  boats  do 
not  diflPer  materially  from  the  French  types,  although  it  is  reported 
that  in  one  instance  down-haul  screws  have  been  used  to  obtain  sub- 
mergence instead  of  horizontal  rudders. 

United  States, — No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  fleet  in  com- 
mission during  the  period  already  mentioned,  although  four  vessels 
have  been  ordered  which  are  now  undergoing  trials  at  the  hands  of 
the  builders,  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  will  soon  be  added  to 
the  Navy  Register.  These  vessels  are  the  Viper,  OiUtlefish,  Tarantula, 
and  Octopus,  the  first  three  of  which  are  sister  shijis,  and  larger  and 
faster  developments  of  the  vessels  now  in  commission;  and  tne  last, 
the  Octopus,  is  a  still  larger  development.  The  contracts  for  these 
vessels  unfortunately  prevent  the  author  from  giving  detailed  infor- 
mation about  them,  as  such,  at  present.  Table  8  gives  available 
particulars  of  the  United  States'  fleet. 

Table  No.  8. — United  States  submarines  built  and  building,  September  i,  1906. 


Type. 


Propulsion. 


iNo. 


I  ; 

Holland... I  Single  screw,  gasoline,       1 
oloctric. 

Adder I do (    7 

Viper. 


Dia- 
place>  I    Sur- 


Maxl-      ^"^^'  ^*^- 
merged,  mum 


mum 


Length.      Beam.     ment.  i    face     .UJ5JJ«j»    speed       sab- 

'      "     "I     "'i  ' 

Ft.  in.  \   Tons.  I  KrtoU.    Knots.    Knots,  i  Knott. 
'         75  '        6       5   


Ft.  In. 
53  10  ' 


10  3  ; 

11  9  I 


8.5 


90 


Octopus. ;  a  1 


12  i 


a  Building  by  Klectrlc  Boat  Company. 

The  order  for  the  four  new  vessels  was  placed  as  a  result  of  the  per- 
formance of  the  Fulton,  ownfed  by  the  same  conipany,  in  open  com- 
petitive tests  held  by  the  Navy  Department  off  Newport  in  June, 
1904.  As  no  other  private  competitor  accepted  the  conditions  of  the 
trials,  the  residts  ootained  were  compared  w^ith  those  obtained  by 
Government  vessels  of  the  Adder  type  furnished  by  the  same  com- 
pany. The  board  found  the  Fulton  at  least  equal  to  the  Adder  class 
m  every  respect  and  superior  in  15  different  respects. 

As  the  Fulton  was  originally  a  duplicate  of  the  Adder  class  and  some 
surprise  has  been  expressed  at  this  result,  it  is  pertinent  to  state  that 
the  Fulton,  prior  to  her  trials  off  New^port,  had  been  subjected  to 
numerous  and  quite  radical  changes,  although  the  hull  proper  and 
portions  of  the  machinery  remained  unaltered.  These  changes  were 
all  designed  to  remedy  deficiencies  in  the  original  type  due  to  a  lack 
of  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  designer  as  to  actual  conditions 
to  be  met  in  service.  The  final  result  w'as  a  very  considerable  im- 
provement in  eiliciencv  under  ser^dce  conditions  at  sea.  The  trials 
m  question  included  all  of  the  operations  required  in  service,  and  all 
of  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Department  were  successfully  met. 

The  requirements  of  the  most  interesting  trial  were  as  follows: 
Vessel  to  leave  torpedo  station,  Newport  Harbor,  and  proceed  full 
speed  in  the  light  condition  to  a  stake  boat  anchored  in  the  open  sea 
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off  Point  Judith,  there  to  submerge  and  find  and  attack  a  target  10 
nautical  miles  distant  to  seaward^  consisting  of  two  ship's  cutters  300 
feet  apart  and  marked  generally  by  the  yacht  Hist,  located  250  yards 
to  the  west  of  the  target.  Ail  observations  during  this  attack  were 
required  to  be  made  by  the  periscope,  no  exposure  of  the  vessel  itself 
or  conning  tower  being  allowed.  As  it  was  reared  that  the  torpedoes 
might  be  Tost,  none  were  actually  to  be  fired  at  the  target,  but  m  lieu 
thereof  the  vessel  was  required  to  expose  her  periscope  within  torpedo 
range,  then,  submerging  the  periscope,  to  pass  through  the  target  in 
order  to  show  that  sne  was  properly  pointed.  After  passing  through 
the  target  the  boat  was  required  to  return,  submerged,  round  a  stake 
boat  3  miles  distant  and  again  attack  the  target,  making  observations 
this  time  from  the  conning  tower  only,  the  eyepiece  of  the  periscope 
being  removed.  Completmg  this  attack  she  was  to  return  overtne 
course  submerged,  then  pass  to  the  light  condition  and  proceed  under 
her  main  engines,  charging  batteries  while  underway.  After  charging 
batteries  she  was  required  to  remain  submerged  for  twelve  hours;  the 
whole  trial  to  continue  over  at  least  twenty-four  continuous  hours, 
(luring  which  the  vessel  and  crew  should  be  entirely  self-sustaining. 
These  conditions  the  boat  easily  met,  being  submerged  about  fifteen 
and  one-half  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four  and  cruising  on  the  surface 
the  other  eight  and  one-half  hours.  During  the  twelve  hours'  con- 
tinuous submergence  the  full  crew  and  one  observer  were  on  board. 
No  fresh  air  was  supplied  except  at  the  end  of  the  test,  and  then  not 
of  necessity,  but  to  demonstrate  the  efficiency  of  the  apparatus  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose.  The  average  depth  maintained  during  the 
attack  was  20  feet,  sufficient  to  entirely  submerge  the  periscope,  but 
showing  at  all  times  a  flag  carried  on  an  extension  mast.  Durmg  the 
10-mile  run  to  the  target  the  periscope  was  momentarily  exposed  at 
intervals  of  about  2  miles  to  oDserve  the  movements  of  passing  ves- 
sels and  to  locate  the  target,  which,  on  account  of  its  small  size  and 
lack  of  elevation,  was  difficult  to  puick  up.  The  final  observation 
was  made  at  a  distance  of  825  yards  from  the  target.  During  the  run 
a  meal  was  prepared  and  served  to  the  crew. 

The  improvements  made  by  the  builders  in  the  Fulton  have  subse- 
quently been  appUed  to  the  Plunger^  Porpoise^  and  Shxirk,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  with  good  results. 

It  should  also  be  stated  that  the  vessels  furnished  by  the  same  com- 
pany to  Japan,  Russia,  and  other  foreign  governments  of  this  size 
(designated  tvpe  7--P)  are  substantially  duplicates  of  the  modified 
PnUony  but  have  somewhat  higher  speeds  and  carry  torpedoes  5 
meters  in  length  instead  of  3.55. 

Since  the  author's  previous  communication  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
<^ompany  has  completed  and  tried  the  Protector  and  several  sister 
^hips  of  "the  type  referred  to  on  psjge  336  of  the  proceedings  for  1902. 
A  fairly  complete  description  of  this  vessel  will  be  found  in  a  paper  by 
Lieutenant  Halligan,  V.  S.  Navy,  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Society 
of  Xaval  Engineers,  volume  15,  No.  4,  from  which  the  following  par- 
ticulars are  taken:  Length  over  all,  67  feet  6  inches;  spindle  beam, 
11  feet  2  inches;  extreme  beam,  14  feet  2  inches;  submerged  dis- 
placement, 174  tons;  horsepower,  main  engines,  240;  electric  horse- 
power for  three  hours,  75:  metacentric  heiriit  submerged,  7.3  inches. 
It  was  expected  that  this  vessel  would  take  part  in  the  competitive 
trials  at  Newport.     Although  originally  entered,  she  was  eventually 
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withdrawn  by  the  ownei*s  without  trials,  so  that  there  are  no  official 
data  available  as  to  her  trials  in  the  United  States.  Reliance  must 
therefore  be  placed  upon  results  reported  by  her  owners,  checked  as 
far  as  possible  by  the  results  obtained  on  trials  in  Russia.  The  meet 
noteworthy  feature  of  this  boat  was  her  failure  to  realize  her  designer*s 
expectations  as  to  speed  and  radius  of  action,  especially  submerged. 
She  was  designed  for  a  surface  speed  of  10  knots  in  the  light  condition 
with  a  radius  of  action  of  350  knots  at  that  speed,  and  a  submerged 
speed  of  7  knots  with  a  radius  of  action  of  21  knots  at  that  speed. 
Her  actual  speeds  over  the  measured  mile  at  Newport,  as  reported  by 
her  owners  to  the  Navy  Department,  were  as  follows:  In  the  light 
condition  under  the  mam  engines,  7.44  knots;  in  the  submei^ed  con- 
dition, 3.8  knots. 

Her  deficiency  in  surface  speed  would  reduce  her  radius  of  action 
from  350  knots  to  250.  To  maintain  the  submerged  speed  of  3.8  knots, 
100  horsepower  was  required.  At  that  rate  the  maximum  endur- 
ance of  the  battery  could  not  exceed  two  and  one-half  hours,  giving 
the  boat  a  total  radius  of  action  submerged  of  only  9i  knots  at  a 
speed  of  3.8  knots  instead  of  21  knpts  at  a  speed  of  7  knots,  as  designed. 
Tlie  time  reauired  to  submerge  from  the  light  condition,  as  reported 
by  various  oDservers,  was  about  20  minutes. 

These  inferior  results  as  to  speed  were  ascribed  by  the  inventor  to  a 
defect  in  the  design  of  propeller,  but  as  substantially  the  same  results 
were  later  achieved  in  Russia  after  the  propeUers  had  been  changed, 
and  as  these  data  are  verified  by  results  obtained  from  sister  ships, 
they  must  be  accepted  as  the  best  of  which  the  design  is  capable.  It 
is  true  that  the  speeds  accredited  to  this  class  on  ofliciai  trials  in 
Russia  were  somewhat  higher  than  the  figures  obtained  here,  but  as 
the  results  accredited  to  tne  Fulton  and  other  boats  of  her  type  tried 
under  the  same  conditions  in  Russia  also  exceed  the  results  obtained 
here  by  about  the  same  amoimt,  the  difference  may  safely  be  put 
down  to  differences  in  the  methods  of  conducting  trials  and  recoroing 
results. 

The  Lake  Company  has  recently  completed  a  new  vessel  of  the 
same  general  type  as  the  Protector,  but  of  increased  length  and  dis- 
placement. Her  particulars,  so  far  as  the  author  is  aware,  have  not 
yet  been  made  puolic,  nor  are  any  data  available  as  to  the  results  of 
trials. 

SUMMARY,    COMPAKISONS,    ETC. 

Summing  up,  we  find  the  total  number  of  submarines  now  in  com- 
mission in  the  navies  of  the  world  to  be  about  104,  \^'ith  100  more 
authorized  and  building,  making  a  grand  total  of  204,  divided  as  per 
the  following  table,  where  the  countries  are  set  down  in  the  order  of 
the  number  of  boats: 

France ^ 

England 48 

Russia 28 

United  States 12 

Italy « 

Japan * ^ 

Sweden 2 

Holland 1 

Total 204 
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Any  attempt  to  make  a  careful  estimate  of  the  relative  efficiencies 
of  the  various  fleets  bristles  with  so  many  difficulties  as  to  preclude 
the  likelihood  of  a  general  acceptance  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at. 
To  assign  first  place,  however,  is  not  so  difficult,  and  this  the  author 
ventures  to  ascribe  to  England,  counting  only  vessels  actuallv  in 
commission  at  the  present  moment.  It  has  been  pointed  out  aooye 
that  only  about  8  of  the  French  boats  can  compare  in  efficiencv  with 
the  En^sh  A  class,  of  which  there  are  12  in  commission,  and  none 
of  the  French  boats  are  considered  equal  to  the  English  B  type,  of 
which  6  are  in  commission. 

To  compare  individual  boats  or  types  is  not  so  difficult  provided  a 
standard  can  be  agreed  upon  ana  accurate  data  are  available, 
although  any  comparison  necessarily  involves  the  assumption  of 
substantial  equality  in  qualities  andf  features  not  included  in  the 
comparison.  These  minor  matters  necessariljr  involve  questions  of 
opimon  which  are  not  capable  of  exact  determination,  but  except  in 
very  rare  cases  these  could  hardly  be  expected  to  change  the  general 
result.  The  following  are  universally  regarded  as  the  most  important 
military  qualities  capable  of  exact  definition:  Maximum  speed  light 
and  corresponding  radius;  maximum  speed  submerged  and  cor- 
responding radius;  time  to  submerge  from  the  lignt  condition. 
.Vnd  these  will  be  adopted  here  as  a  basis  for  comparison  of  the  Brit- 
ish B  class,  the  French  '^ submersible"  Aigrette,  the  French  *' sub- 
marine" Z,  the  Lake  Company's  Protector,  ana  the  Electric  Boat 
Company's  type  7-P.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  latest  United 
States  type,  the  Octopus,  can  not  be  included,  but  this  is  impossible 
at  present  for  reasons  given  above.  These  vessels  range  themselves 
on  the  basis  assumed  as  per  Table  9 : 

Table  No.  9. 


Maximum 
Burfaoe     ' 
speed.      I 


'     Corre- 
j  sponding 
radiua. 


Suae. 


)4 


I: 


Name. 


Tfm9.  I 

English,    B  <    313  '  12.5  ' 


396 


Etoctrie   Boat 
C©.,    type 

7-P. 
Aigrrtte 


Ukt    Protec- 
tor. 


122 

262 
202 
174 


170     English,   B     950 

122  '  Aigrette I  386  {    160 


I 


8.7 
8.3 
7.4 


117 
112 
100  !  Z 


Electric   Boat  i  315 

Co.  ! 

Lake    Protec- 
tor. 


\  250 
!  240  ' 


Maximum 
'submerged 
I     speed. 


Nam«. 


I 


i 

1 


English,   B  <  8.5  i    224 
class.  1         I 

Electric   Boat     7  184 

Co.,     type  •         ' 
7-P.  I 

Aigrette 6.3      166 


131 

104  I  Z 

100  I  Lake    Proteo- 
,     tor. 


5.8 
3.8 


Corre- 
sponding 
radius. 


26        275 
25      I  263 

i 

19  200 
18  190 
9.6  j  100 


Here  the  boats  are  set  down  in  the  order  of  their  merit  under  the 
four  divisions,  irrespective  of  tonnage,  and  in  the  percentage  column 
the  lowest  results  are  given  a  value  of  100,  so  as  to  express  the  com- 
parative results  of  percentages.  Here  the  English  B  class  leads  in 
all  divisions,  with  tne  Electric  Boat  Company^  type  7-P  second  in 
ill  divisions  except  one^  and  the  difference  between  the  highest  and 
lowest  results  as  snown  m  the  percentage  column  marked  ^'  Kelative^' 
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is^very  great:  in  surface  speed  70  per  cent,  in  conresponding^radius 
296  per  cent,  in  submerged  speed  124  per  cent,  and  in  corresponding 
radius  175  per  cent.  Obviously  the  neglect  of  tonnage  makes  the 
comparison  crude,  as  the  displacement  will  affect  the  other  qualities: 
and  in  addition  substantial  equality  of  tonnage  is  necessary  to  the 
assumed  equality  of  features  not  included  in  the  comparison,  such  as 
armament,  habitability,  etc.  To  avoid  this  difficulty  Table  10  has 
been  prepared. 

In  this  table  the  cube  root  of  the  displacements  has  been  selected 
as  tlie  divisor,  and  as  this  practically  ehminates  the  displacement  as 
a  factor,  the  percentage  column  shows  roughly  the  relative  results 
that  should  be  obtained  on  equal  displacements,  which  obviously  is 
the  fair  way  to  compare.  Here  the  honors  are  divided  equally 
between  the  English  B  class  and  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  type 
7-Py  the  former  excelling  in  the  factor  for  surface  speed  ana  endurance 
and  the  latter  in  submerged  speed  and  endurance.  Comparing  the 
best  and  the  worst  in  each  column,  we  see  that  there  are  material 
differences;  thus  the  English  B  class  exceeds  the  Lake  type  in  sur- 
face speed  factor  by  38.8  per  cent,  and  in  endurance  exceeds  the 
French  Z  by  242.2  per  cent,  while  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  type 
J-P  exceeds  the  Lake  type  in  submerged  speed  factor  by  107.2  per 
cent,  and  in  endurance  6y  196.2  per  cent. 

To  make  the  comparisons  for  endurance  rigorous,  all  vessels  should 
be  reduced  to  the  same  speed ;  that  is,  the  speed  of  the  lowest,  a 
process  which  brings  out  in  startling  fashion  the  superiority  of  the 
nigher  speed  boats.  Unfortunately  no  data  are  at  nand  for  endur- 
ances at  the  speed  of  the  slowest  type,  except  for  the  Electric  Boat 
Company^s  type  7-P.  Here  the  endurance  at  4.5  knots  is  90  knots, 
whicn,  compared  with  the  7-knot  rate,  would  increase  the  factor  from 
5.041  to  18.2,  and  the  percentage  figure  from  296.2  to  1,071,  thus 
showing  a  superiority  over  the  Lake  type  of  971  per  c«nt. 

Table  No.  10. 


Name. 


'  Maximum 
j     surface 
I     apeed. 


V    '  ^ 

I      (4 


EngUahB 1.841  I  139 

Electric  Boat  Co.,  1.814  137 
type  7-P. 

Z 1.414  107 

Aigrette 1.359  103 

Lalce  Protector. . .  1. 326  100 


Name. 


Corre- 
sponding ; 
radius. 


EngUshB 139.9 

Electric     Boat  (tS.  5 
Co.,  type  7-P. 

Aigrette 00.2 

Z 44.8 

Lake  Protector. .  40. 9 


Name. 


Maximum  i 
8ub- 
meriged 
speed.     I 


CorPB- 

aponding 

radius. 


ID 


1 


^  D '  I 


342     Electric     Boat  ,1.41     207  [  S.04  <    296 

Co.,  type  7-P. 
155     English  B 1.25  ■  184     3.83  i    225 

;        I       I        I 

147     Z 1  ,99  146     3.07  180 

110     Aigrette I  .98  ,  144  ;  2.g7  ,    174 

100     Lake  Protector. . ,  .  68  I  100     1. 70  I    100 

I 


FUTUKE   DEVELOPMENT. 


In  his  last  communication  the  author  was  indiscreet  enough  to  sug- 
gest certain  limits  to  the  displacement  for  different  tjjpes  of  subma- 
rines, and  as  these  limits  have  already  been  exceeded,  it  is  not  proposed 
to  repeat  the  mistake  here.  The  demands  for  increased  speed, 
armament,  radius  of  action,  etc.,  still  continue;   and,  as  in  the  case 
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of  the  battle  ship,  the  only  possible  answer  now  is  increased  dimen- 
sions and  displacement.  Tnis  must  continue  to  be  the  case  imtil 
some  more  compact  form  for  the  submerged  power  plant  is  evolved. 
Wilhin  the  next  two  years  boats  of  over  500  tons  displacement  will 
certainly  be  completed,  and  in  three  or  four  years  a  displacement 
of  from  700  to  800  tons  is  probable.  At  present  the  ideal  aimed  at 
seems  to  be  a  surface  speed  of  15  knots,  with  a  radius  of  at  least 
2,000  knots  at  that  speed,  a  submerged  speed  of  from  9  to  10  knots 
with  the  greatest  possible  radius,  together  with  sufficient  seaworthi- 
ness to  make  the  large  radius  completely  effective;  but  when  this 
is  accomplished,  as  it  surely  will  be,  who  shall  say  that  a  new  and 
higher  standard  will  not  then  be  set  ? 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  introduction  to  the  existence  of  many 
commonlv  accepted  errors  with  regard  to  submarines,  one  of  which. 
vi2.  the  cfistinction  between  the  '' submersible"  and  a  ^^ submarine," 
was  there  treated.  It  is  proposed  here  to  touch  briefly  on  a  few 
other  points  regarding  which  very  general  misconceptions  exist. 

Time  to  construct. — The  inexperienced  always  underestimate  the 
time  required  for  construction.  The  author  has  frequently  seen 
the  statement  that  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Adder ^  122  tons,  could 
be  constructed  in  four  or  five  months ;  whereas  experience  has  shown 
that  with  ample  facilities  and  complete  and  perfect  plans,  working 
ni^ht  and  day,  and  no  inspection  delays,  at  least  a  year  is  required 
to  complete  and  prepare,  tor  trials.  Under  similar  conditions,  the 
♦  onstruction  of  larger  types  will  require  more  time — about  eighteen 
months  for  vessels  of  300  tons.  Under  normal  conditions  as  to  plans 
and  inspection  and  without  night  work,  the  period  becomes  greater, 
hr  from  20  to  30  per  cent.  Tne  principal  reason  for  this  lies  in  the 
fact  that  workmanship  of  an  unusually  high  grade  is  required  on 
work  of  a  peculiar  and  difficult  nature,  and  tnat  the  spaces  and  clear- 
ances available  are  so  small  as  to  limit  the  number  of  men  who  can 
be  employed  simultaneously. 

Air  supply. — The  ill-informed  are  constantly  putting  forth  sug- 
gestions to  remedy  imaginary  difficulties  as  to  the  supply  of  fresn 
airior  breathing  purposes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  no  problem 
of  this  sort,  it  being  a  simple  matter  to  carry  sufficient  reserves  of 
fompressed  air  to  suit  all  possible  conditions;  and  in  addition  chem- 
ical substances  are  now  available  for  emergency  use,  which  by  the 
^ple  addition  of  water  will  give  off  pure  oxygen,  while  the  residue 
«ill  absorb  carbonic  dioxide.  Tests  have  shown  that  for  all  normal 
^rvice  no  change  need  be  made  in  the  air  supply  at  all,  and  while, 
if  put  into  figures,  the  number  of  cubic  feet  per  man  per  hour  is  cer- 
tainly small  compared  with  the  standard  previously  accepted,  yet 
the  tests  are  certainly  conclusive.  For  instance,  on  the  trials  of  the 
Fulton,  previously  referred  to,  eight  men  remained  twelve  hours  in 
Jia  air  space  of  2,000  cubic  feet  without  discomfort  or  renewal.  How 
murh  longer  they  could  have  remained  is  not  known.  In  this  case 
*hfi  free  air  per  man  per  hour  works  out  to  about  21  cubic  feet.  The 
Tftjorve  supply  in  this  vessel  is  sufficient  to  renew  the  free  air  in  the 
^*^)%i  several  times,  and  of  course  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  pump  the 
f"ul  air  overboard - 
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Stability. — On  this  particular  subject  more  misinformation  has 
been  pubUshed  than  on  any  other  single  feature  of  submarine  design. 
Limitations  of  space  here  forbid  anything  like  a  full  treatment,  and 
these  remarks  tnerefore  will  be  confined  principally  to  the  most 
prominent  '* delusion"  on  this  subject,  viz. 

That  in  order  to  incline  the  axis  of  a  submarine  for  the  purpoeie  of  diving  or  rising, 
ite  stability  submerged  must  be  reduced  almost  to  the  vanishing  point. 

This  idea  was  fathered  by  an  eminent  gentleman  whose  qualifica- 
tions were  composed  of  an  equal  mixture  of  ignorance  and  prejudice, 
but  whose  dictum  appears  to  nave  as  many  lives  as  the  proVerbial  cat. 
From  it  as  a  premise  many  elaborate  theories  have  been  deduced, 
by  which  their  authors  have  convinced  themselves  of  the  impossibility 
of  accomplishing  certain  results  which  are  being  obtained  every  day 
in  practice,  as  well  as  the  inevitability  of  certain  other  consequences, 
dire  in  their  nature,  which  in  practice  stubbornly  refuse  to  occur. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  or  should  be  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  the  designer  to  secure  the  maximum  stability  possible  when  sub- 
merged, because  the  turning  moment  obtained  from  a  stem  rudder  of 
moderate  size  at  a  moderate  angle  is  ample  to  seciu-e  the  largest  inclina- 
tion desirable  in  practice,  usually  taken  at  about  10** or  12°.  Inpractice, 
then,  the  stability  is  not  limited  in  the  least  by  this  consideration,  and 
if  the  necessary  construction  features  would  permit,  might  be  increased 
without  material  loss  of  maneuvering  power.  As  the  metacenter 
coincides  with  the  center  of  buoyancy  when  submerged,  stability  c^tfi 
only  be  increased  bv  raising  the  center  of  buoyancy  or  lowering  the 
center  of  gravity.  The  element  of  weight  having  the  largest  influence 
on  the  vertical  position  of  the  center  of  gravity  is  the  storage  battery, 
which  in  practice  must  be  disposed  in  a  rectangular  space.  Now. 
considerations  of  strength  require  the  water-excluding  portions  of  the 
hull  to  have  substantiidly  circular  sections,  and  these  circular  sections 
limit  the  vertical  disposition  of  the  battery,  and  hence  in  a  large 
measure  fix  the  stability,  the  disposition  of  other  weights  of  course 
contributing  also.  In  case  of  boats  having  a  circulaa:  section  and  no 
water-tight  superstructure,  the  vertical  position  of  the  center  of 
buoyancy  is  also  absolutely  limited  by  the  section.  By  fitting  wide 
water-tight  superstructures  the  actual  center  of  buoyancy  may  be 
raised,  but  the  metacentric  height,  far  from  being  increased,  is  act- 
ually decreased.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  such  superstructures 
can  not  be  constructed  sufficiently  strong  to  withstand  high  pressures, 
hence  must  be  filled  with  water  when  submerged.  It  follows  inevi- 
tably that  the  center  of  gravity  is  raised  as  much  as  the  center  of 
buoyancy,  leaving  the  stability  intact,  but  the  large  weight  repre- 
sented by  the  large  superstructure  raises  the  center  of  gravity  of  the  null 
as  a  whole,  and  so  diminishes  the  metacentric  height.  When  the  space 
in  the  superstructure  is  used  for  storage,  as  it  sometimes  is,  the  case  is 
worse,  as  the  fittings  so  stored  generally  weigh  more  than  the  water 
they  displace,  and  so  serve  to  further  decrease  the  metacentric  height. 
That  the  reduction  in  metacentric  height  is  a  material  one  is  easily 
demonstrable,  and  is  well  illustrated  by  a  comparison  between  two 
actual  vessels,  the  Lake  Boat  Company's  Protector  and  the  Electric 
Boat  Company's  type  7'P,  If  to  the  latter  we  add  the  superstructure 
in  question,  and  then  move  the  fuel,  the  lubricating  oil,  and  the  air 
accumulators  up  into  this  superstructure,  we  wouldhave  for  stability 
purposes  a  substantial  duplicate  of  the  former.     Now  the  metacentric 
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height  submerged  of  type  7-P  is  just  64^  per  cent  greater  than  that 
of  the  Protector,  the  figure  in  the  case  of  7-P  being  taken  from  an 
ofiBcial  determination,  and  that  for  the  Protector  from  Lieutenant 
Halligan's  paper  above  referred  to. 

It  IS  pertinent  to  remark  here  that  this  stubborn  fact  can  not  be 
reconciled  with  the  absiurd  theory  that  *^  diving"  boats  must  necessa- 
rily have  less  stability  than  "even  keel*'  boats. 

The  stability  submerged  is  of  course  the  same  longitudinally  and 
transversely;  the  curve  being  a  curve  of  sines  with  the  maximum 
righting  arm  equal  to  the  metacentric  height,  and  occurring  at  90®, 
the  total  range  being  180*^. 

hi  the  light  condition  the  stability  curve  for  boats  without  water- 
tight superstructures  is  also  practically  a  curve  of  sines,  and  as  a 
general  thing  the  metacentric  neight  and  righting  arms  are  less  than 
in  the  submei^d  condition. 

For  the  other  type  this  is  not  the  case,  as  the  water-plane  areas  and 
fonns  change  for  different  angles  due  to  the  water-tight  superstruc- 
ture, and  in  this  case  the  surface  stability  is  greater  than  the  sub- 
merged. As  compared  with  the  first  type  the  surface  stability  would 
generally  be  slightly  increased. 

As  compared  with  the  stability  curves  of  ordinary  torpedo  boats, 
sabmarines  of  both  types  show  a  much  easier  curve  with  a  much 
longer  range.  The  surface  boat  will  generally  have  its  maximum 
rioting  moment  between  40°  and  50®  with  a  range  of  from  80®  to  110®, 
as  against  90®  and  180°,  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  submarine. 

A  comparison  of  a  tvpical  United  States  torpedo  boat  with  submarines 
of  the  two  types  yielas  the  following  results  with  regard  to  the  work 
required  to  heel  them  over  to  90°,  the  displacement  of  the  submarines 
in  the  lidit  condition  being  substantially  equal  to  that  of  the  torpedo 
boat.  The  figure  for  the  torpedo  boat  is  given  a  value  of  100  in  order 
to  express  the  results  as  percentages.  Torpedo  boat,  readv  for  sea, 
displacement  145,  factor  100.  Submarine  with  water-tight  super- 
'^tnicture,^  in  light  condition,  displacement  136,  factor  87.  Sub- 
marine without  superstructure,  in  light  condition,  displacement  147, 
factor  82. 

These  results  show  that  with  the  submarines  in  the  light  condition, 
there  is  no  startling  difference  in  the  amoimt  of  work  required  to  heel 
them  to  90°  as  compared  with  the  surface  boat.  , 

In  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  stability  given 
to  the  different  types,  the  form  and  construction  must  be  taken  into 
account;  the  form  so  far  as  the  forces  tending  to  produce  rolling  are 
<'oncemed,  and  the  construction,  so  far  as  it  affects  the  ability  to  roll 
beavily  without  danger  of  broaching.  In  both  respects,  the  sub- 
aiarine,  particularly  the  type  with  circular  section,  is  of  course  better 
^  than  the  siu^ace  boat. 

Submerged  control, — It  is  frequently  stated  that  submarines  of  the 

•livin«j"  type — that  is,  with  stern  rudders  only — pursue  when  sub- 

**r?ecl  an  undulatory  course  as  to  depth,  the  mean  of  wliich  is  the 
<i<*;^ired  depth,  and,  further,  that  smooth  water  and  a  high  degree  of 
"kill  are  necessary  to  obtain  even  fair  results.  This  notion  does  not 
^ri^  from  practical  experience  with  a  properly  designed  boat,  but 
''"in  theoretical  considerations  which  do  not  take  account  of  all  the 
f«<'tors.  That  stability  of  motion  with  this  type  is  possible  is  an 
indisputable  fact.     The  author  hc^  frequently  made  submerged  runs 


1136  HBAEINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288. 

for  some  miles  in  extent,  where  the  diving  rudder  was  left  untouched, 
and  the  boat  rjn  at  a  constant  depth,  no  variation  being  Visible  on 
the  gauge;  and  it  is  his  opinion,  backed  by  a  very  wide  experience, 
that  the  order  of  skill  required  at  the  diving  rudder  is  about  the  same 
as  that  required  for  a  good  helmsman  at  an  ordinary  steering  rudder. 
That  these  vessels  can  maintain  a  practically  level  course  in  a  seaway 
has  been  frequently  demonstrated,  both  here  and  abroad,  though  the 
operation  req^uires  more  skill  than  in  smooth  water.  The  principal 
difficulty  Ues  in  the  fact,  not  that  the  varying  wave  pressures  seriously 
affect  the  movements  of  the  boat,  but  that  the  depth  gauge  does 
not  really  record  depth  but  pressure,  and  hence  fluctuates  constantly 
when  the  boat  is  running  at  an  even  depth  in  a  wave  formation. 
The^e  fluctuations  may  deceive  an  inexperienced  helmsman  and  thus 
lead  him  to  change  from  the  desired  depth.  This  feature  also  makes 
it  difficult — in  fact,  impossible — to  keep  any  accurate  record  of 
depth  maintained  in  a  seaway,  which  is  t)est  judged  by  surface  ob- 
servation of  a  mast  secured  on  the  submarine.  That  the  amo  mt  of 
variation  of  the  depth  gauge  while  the  vessel  is  running  a  satisfactory 
course  may  be  very  great  is  shown  by  the  records  of  an  official  accept- 
ance trial  of  one  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company^s  type  7-P  boats, 
recently  held  in  the  North  Sea.  On  this  trial  a  speed  of  7  knots  was 
required  to  !>e  maintained  for  three  hours,  the  first  hour  at  a  depth  of 
30  feet  and  the  last  two  hours  at  17  feet.  A  very  heavy  sea  was 
running,  the  influence  of  which  was  distinctlv  indicated  during  the 
first  hour  at  30  feet,  both  by  fluctuations  of  tlie  depth  gauge  and  by 
the  rolling  of  the  boat.  This  influence  was  of  course  much  more  pro- 
nounced during  the  last  two  hours  at  17  feet,  where  the  variation  of 
the  depth  gaug:e  was  about  10  feet;  that  is,  from  12  to  22  feet.  The 
man  at  the  diving  rudder  had  only  had  a  short  experience  and  no 
practice  whatsoever  in  a  heavy  sea,  yet  the  constancy  of  depth  main- 
tained, as  observed  by  the  mast,  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
waves  running  were  estimated  to  Jiave  an  average  height  of  13  feet. 

CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  the.  author  again  regrets  his  inabiUty  at  the  present 
time  to  lay  before  this  society  some  accoimt  of  the  development  which 
has  been  accomplished  here  m  the  construction  of  the  VxTper  class,  and 
of  the  Octopus  for  the  United  States  Navy.  It  is,  however,  no  viola- 
tion of  confidence  to  state  that  very  material  {progress  has  been  made 
and  that  these  vessels  will  show  a  very  decided  superiority  in  all 
respects  over  the  Adder  class  now  in  commission. 

]ji  preparing  the  data  for  the  tables  above  given,  all  available 
sources  or  information  have  been  freely  consulted^  and  where,  as  was 
frequently  the  case,  the  information  was  conflictmg,  the  autnor  has 
used  his  judgment  in  the  selection.  He  is  especially  indebted  to 
Commander  Loir,  of  the  French  navy,  for  much  valuable  information. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr.  W.  D.  Forbes,  member  of  council.  It  is  quite  natural  that 
when  anything,  miUtary  or  civil,  is  being  developed,  that  failures  and 
troubles  are  not  made  public.     In  other  words,  gentlemen,  that  great 


HEARINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1187 

educator^  the  scrap  pile,  is  not  worked  as  it  should  be  for  real  informa- 
tion; it  IS  an  educator  we  all  neglect.  I  suppose  it  is  pride  which 
keeps  frona  saying  more  about  it.  We  have  heard  of  the  advantages 
of  submarines  in  this  paper,  which  seems  to  so  so  much  further  than 
anything  ever  presented  before  that  I  think  its  value  is  great,  but 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  author  if  any  comparison  could  be  made  be- 
tween the  danger  of  rtmning,  say,  torpedo  boats  on  the  surface  and 
handling  submarines.  Can  the  danger  in  the  submarine  be  properly 
^uged?  Is  not  the  danger  in  the  submarine  so  great  that  it  will  be 
a  grave  question  whether  it  can  be  made  practicable  at  all  times? 
The  newspaper  reports  are  very  conflicting,  and  I  suppose  q^uite 
inaccurate,  but  I  would  like  to  get  such  information,  if  it  is  possible, 
C4)nceming  the  accidents  in  comparison  to  the  number  of  boats  which 
have  been  handled. 

Capt.  WnxiAM  HovGAARD^  member.  I  would  Uke  to  ask  Mr.  Spear 
which  are  the  difficulties  which  are  met  with  in  the  use  of  ordinary 

r'troleum  motors  instead  of  gasoline  motors  for  submarine  boats? 
have  already,  four  years  ago,  expressed  my  objection  to  the  use  of 
gasoline  for  this  purpose  on  account  of  the  dangers  which  are  involved 
thereby.  Ordinary  oil,  being  less  dangerous,  would  be  preferable. 
I  understand  that  the  English  are  trying  to  produce  an  oil  motor 
suitable  for  this  purpose,  and  that  they  have  not  yet  succeeded ;  but 
it  appears  that  the  French  have  obtained  satisfactory  results  with 
Diesel  motors.  Both  the  main  factory  of  the  Diesel  motors  in 
Augsburc  and  the  related  French  factories  are  said  to  have  received 
large  orders  for  such  motors  for  submarine  boats.  The  Grerman  firm, 
Korting,  has  constructed  a  petroleum  motor  for  the  Russian  sub- 
marine boats,  and  this  type  is  said  to  be  very  successful.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Spear  can  explain  what  are  the  difficulties  met  with  in  this 
problem. 

FRIDAY   AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

Tlie  President.  The  society  will  now  proceed  with  the  discussion 
upon  paper  No.  11,  *' Development  of  Submarines/'  by  Mr.  Spear. 

Mr.  Simon  Lake,  member.  A  few  days  ago  I  had'  handed  me  a 
copy  of  the  advanced  issue  of  Mr.  Spear's  paper  on  **  The  Development 
of  Submarines,"  containing  comparative  tables  in  which  the  author 
had  placed  to  the  credit  of  certain  of  the  boats  he  refers  to  higher 
values  and  greater  percentages  of  efficiency  than  the  facts  and  a  more 
complete  understanding  of  the  subject  warrant. 

As  the  advance  copy  stated  that  the  paper  had  been  received  by 
the  secretary  at  a  very  late  date,  it  is  not  improbable  that  some  of 
these  errors  may  have  crept  in  through  haste  and  typographical  blun- 
ders. However,  as  these  advance  copies  have  already  received  a  con- 
jdderahle  circulation,  I  consider  it  my  first  daty  to  answer  that  paper 
in  its  initial  form. 

Some  of  Mr.  Spear's  statements  were  made,  perhaps,  through  lack 
of  information  regarding  the  Lake  type  of  boat.  It  is,  perhaps, 
unfortimate  from  a  scientific  point  of  view  that  business  reasons  have 
made  the  builders  of  submarine  vessels  unwilling  to  give  to  the  public 
either  complete  descriptions  of  their  boats  or  full  details  of  the  vessels 
huilt  by  tnem.  Of  course,  the  prime  reason  for  thus  withholding 
infonnation  has  been  the  effort  to  prevent  the  pirating  of  features 
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probably  developed  at  great  expense.  This  secrecy  has  led  to  much 
confusion  in  the  minds  of  casual  investigators  bent  upon  solving  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  the  various  types  of  submarine  craft  now  form- 
ing part  of  the  navies  of  the  world.  The  speaker  has  been  no  excep- 
tion to  this  general  rule.  Therefore  it  has  been  impossible  for  the 
general  public  or  business  rivals  to  learn  of  all  the  good  features  whicti 
exist  in  the  different  types. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  take  up  the  society's  valuable  time  with  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  any  particular  type  of  boat. 
I  take  pleasure  in  giving  to  the  members  of  this  society  a  few  scientific 
facts,  both  as  to  the  construction  and  performance  of  the  even-keel 
type  referred  to.  I  shall  confine  myself  principally  to  the  feature^ 
touched  upon  in  Mr.  Spear's  paper — those  relating  to  certain  perform- 
ances of  trie  ProtedoTf  and  to  various  ded  ictions  he  has  made  in  ref- 
erence to  buoyancy,  stabiUty,  speeds,  and  general  capabilities  of  the 
Lake  type.  To  give  a  clear  conception  of  these  important  features  it 
is  necessary  to  describe  briefly  the  development  of  this  type. 

In  1893  there  was  submitted  to  the  United  States  Navy  Department 
the  first  design  of  a  purely  level-keel  boat.  This  boat  contained  the 
principal  elements  which  go  to  make  up  the  equipment  of  the  most 
successful  submarines  in  the  leading  navies  of  the  world  to-day.  The 
plans  of  that  boat  were  the  first  draft  made  public  of  what  is  now 
Known  as  the  ''Lake  even-keel  type.''  At  that  time  all  of  the  boats  in 
the  French  navy  were  of  the  diving  type;  that  is,  it  was  necessary  to  . 
depress  their  longitudinal  axes  from  the  horizontal  in  order  to  get 
them  imder  water.  The  Peralj  of  the  Spanish  navy,  was  of  the  diving 
type.  The  Holland  boats  in  this  country  have  all  been  of  the  diving 
class  and  were  controlled  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  earlier 
French  boats. 

The  novelty  of  this  level-keel  boat  consisted  primarily  in  providing 
the  vessel  with  a  double  hull  and  in  giving  her  wheels  with  which 
she  could  either  run  upon  the  bottom,  or  which  prevented  coUision  of 
the  hull  itself  with  the  bottom  while  still  affording  a  means  of  contact 
with  the  bottom  as  a  guiding  medium — the  hull  of  the  boat  floating 
submerged  a  short  distance  above  the  water  bed. 

Its  novelty  consisted  further  in  providing  a  diving  compartment 
which  offered  certain  military  advantages,  and  which  would  afford 
means  for  the  escape  of  the  crew  in  case  of  injur}'^  to  the  main  hull  of 
the  boat  or  should  slie  become  entangled  while  submerged  and  be  unable 
to  rise  to  the  surface. 

The  novelty  further  consisted  in  providing  a  heavy  keel  which  could 
be  released  in  time  of  accident — thus  permitting  the  vessel  to  rise 
quickly  to  the  surface. 

A  further  novelty  lay  in  providing  automatic  appliances  within  the 
boat  for  maintaining  a  level  keel — appliances  that  were  designed  to 
counteract  any  tendency  to  change  trim,  should  members  of  the  crew 
move  forward  or  aft  while  the  boat  ran  in  a  submerged  condition  and 
in  suspension. 

A  further  novel  feature  was  the  application  of  side  submerging  and 
leveling  vanes.  These  submerging  vanes  or  hydroplanes  were  for 
tue  purpose  of  overcoming  the  boat's  reserve  buoyancy,  and  the 
leveling  vanes  or  horizontal  rudders  were  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  maintaining  a  level  keel  when  nmning  submerged.  An  automatic 
safety  appliance  was  provided  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  sinking 
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below  a  predetermined  depth.  The  vessel  was  designed  to  operate 
uu  the  surface,  between  the  surface  and  the'  bottom  or  on  the  bottom 
itself. 

This  design  had  for  its  primary  object  the  construction  of  a  boat 
that  would  not  tip  up  on  end,  as  was  proved  to  be  the  tendency  of 
practically  all  of  the  aiving  boats  built  up  to  that  time;  she  was  to  be 
readily  controlled  in  a  vertical  plane  and  was  designed  to  allow  a  free 
movement  of  the  crew  while  running  in  a  submerged  condition. 

I  have  been  informed  that  that  design  was  at  that  time  favorably 
considered  by  a  number  of  naval  otRcers  of  high  rank  and  responsi- 
bility, but  as  the  desi^er  did  not  have  a  company  back  of  him  ready 
to  assume  responsibilities  incident  to  construction,  and  as  he  had  no 
representative  to  properly  place  the  case  before  the  Department,  it 
was  finally  decided  to  build  a  vessel  of  the  diving  type.  Contract  for 
that  vessel  was  awarded  early  in  1895,  under  an  appropriation  of 
$200,000  and  upon  the  guarantee  of  performance  made  by  the 
promotors  of  that  particular  type.  Work  on  this  vessel,  with  various 
changes,  continued  until  1900,  when  she  was  finally  abandoned — 
never  having  made  a  submerged  run. 

On  learning  that  the  contract  had  been  awarded  for  a  boat  of  the 
diving  class  a  company  was  organized  to  build  an  experimental  boat 
with  which  to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  certain  of  the  novel 
features  of  the  design  as  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  in  1893 — 
a  fairly  full  description  of  which  appeared  in  the  r^^ew  York  Tribune 
of  October  22,  1894.  This  experimental  vessel  was  known  as  the 
Argonaut  /,  and  according  to  French  authority  it  was  her  success 
which  led  the  minister  of  marine  then  to  recommend  the  construction 
of  the  Nanxd,  their  first  so-called  *^  submersible. ''  It  later  developed 
that  the  Narval  was  in  many  particulars  similar  in  design  and  metnod 
of  operating  to  that  of  the  level-keel  design  as  submitted  to  the 
United  States  Navy  Department  in  1893.  This  was  notably  so  in 
that  the  French  abandoned  in  the  Narval  the  exclusive  use  of  the  stem 
rudder  for  diving  pmrposes  and  had  substituted  the  side  hydroplanes. 
They  also  lowered  the  center  of  gravity  of  the  boat  by  adding  a  drop 
keel,  and  the  hull  was  of  double  construction.  She  was  launched,  as 
Mr.  Spear  has  stated  in  his  article,  in  1889,  nearly  six  years  after  the 
plans  of  the  first  Lake  even-keel  submersible  hacl  been  submitted  to 
the  United  States  Navy  Department. 

In  1900,  after  the  failure  and  abandonment  of  the  Government's 
first  diving  submarine,  interest  in  the  even-keel  type  was  aroused  in 
Washington,  and  a  representative  of  that  type  was  asked  to  appear 
before  the  Board  of  Construction  that  he  might  explain  the  merits  of 
that  type  of  boat,  the  success  of  the  experimental  boat,  the  Argonaut  /, 
having  led  a  number  of  the  officials  to  believe  that  the  problem  of  suc- 
ce^fuT  submarine  navigation  had  finally  been  demonstrated.  The 
designer  of  this  tvpe  was  very  glad  to  appear  before  the  officials  of  the 
Department,  and  later  took  with  him  a  model  and  plan  for  three  differ- 
ent sizes  of  submarine  torpedo  boats.  The  members  of  the  Board  of 
Construction  at  that  time  were  as  follows:  Rear- Admiral  Charles 
O'Neil,  Rear-Admiral  George  W.  Melville,  Rear-Admiral  Francis  T. 
Bowles,  Rear-Admiral  Royal  B.  Bradford,  and  Capt.  Charles  D. 
Sksbee. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
struction, in  the  form  of  a  personal  approval  of  the  plans  and  the 
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principles  of  said  type,  wqa  sufficient  stimulus  to  lead  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Protector,  several  times  referred  to  in  Mr.  Spear's  paper. 
The  members  of  this  society  here  present  will  easily  unaerstand  how 
much  weight  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Constructor  then  carried  with 
the  designer  of  the  level-keel  type — an  opinion  which  was  subse- 
quently confirmed  in  his  testimonv  before  the  House  Naval  Com- 
mittee in  May,  1902.     He  said  (see  H.  R.  document  No.  123) : 

The  design  includes  some  features  that  are  different  from  the  Holland  boat,  and 
some  that  are  additional.  Of  the  two  principal  features  of  difference,  one  ii?  the 
method  by  which  the  Lake  boat  changes  level  when  und(  r  way.  That  is  a  difference 
in  principle.  Most  people  who  F.tudy  the  submarine  boat  hold  the  opinion  that  it  is 
better  to  change  levels  while  under  way  by  maintaining  a  level  keel,  and  that  would 
be  by  the  use  of  what  are  called  hydroplanes. 

The  Chief  Constructor  further  said: 

In  regard  to  the  I^ke  boat,  I  have  listened  to  Mr.  Lake  dcFcribe  his  boat  twice,  and 
I  have  made  an  examination  of  the  plans  which  he  submitted.  I  have  not  gone  so  far 
as  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  ooat.  I  feel,  however,  that  the  principles  upon 
which  Mr.  Lake  has  designed  his  boat  are  thae  usually  recognized  as  correc  t,  and  that 
the  success  of  his  boat  dt  uends  <  ntirely,  as  it  does  particularly  for  all  submarine  boats, 
upon  the  successful  working  out  of  the  detailn  to  represent  liis  ideas:  and  up>on  that  no 
one  can  express  an  opinion  until  the  boat  has  been  tried. 

Before  the  Protector  was  completed  an  appropriation  was  passed 
calling  for  competitive  trials  of  submarine  boats  in  order  to  determine 
the  respective  merits  of  the  rival  boats  then  imder  construction  in  this 
coimtry.  On  page  157  of  his  paper  Mr.  Spear  says,  in  speaking  of  the 
Protector: 

Although  originally  entered,  she  was  eventually  withdrawn  by  the  owner  without 
trial. 

This  calls  for  an  explanation.  The  Protector  was  ready  for  trial 
early  in  Jime,  1903,  and  the  Navy  Department  was  so  advised.  The 
owners  of  the  Protector  referred  to  by  Mr.  Spear  made  every  effort  to 
secure  a  competitive  trial  with  any  one  of  the  diving  boats  tnen  in  the 
United  States  service,  but  the  naval  authorities  were  reluctant  to  do 
this  so  long  as  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  promised  to  com- 
plete its  boat,  the  Fulton j  in  time  for  competition  within  the  term 
Provided  for  by  the  appropriation.  When  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  after  an  expensive  delay  of  some  months,  ao^ain  sought  the 
Department  to  give  the  Protector  an  immediate  trial,  tne  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  called  for  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  and 
Survey,  Capt.  C.  Train.  Congressman  E.  J.  Hill,  of  Connecticut,  said 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Captain  Train — as  Mr.  Hill  has 
testified  (see  Congressional  Record) : 

Gentlemen,  I  ai^k  you  now  to  carry  o\it  the  npirit  of  the  legislation  of  last  year  and  put 
a  Government  l>oat  m  this  competition:  yon  have  six  of  them,  ('aptain  1  lain  repued 
to  me:  "  It  is  absolutely  useless.  I  am  ready  to  admit  now  that  the  Protector  outela^^es 
anything  that  the  Government  has."  That  was  the  reply  luade  to  me  in  the  prefi«»nce 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  then  raid :  ''Go  on  witii  your  competition  on  the  lethi 
of  November.'*'  On  that  date  Mr.  Lake's  boat,  the  Protector^  was  at  Newport,  not 
towed  there  by  somebody  else,  but  going  under  lier  own  power  from  Bndgei>ort, 
Conn.,  to  Newport,  and  towing  a  schooner  all  the  way  in  addition. 

There  were  three  boats  of  the  Adder  type  in  commission  at  Newport 
at  that  time,  but  the  Department  would  not  assent  to  a  competitive 
trial,  as  testified  to  by  Mr.  Hill,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Captain 
Train  having  opposed  such  a  competition  on  the  ground  that  the 
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Holland  Company  had  requested  further  delays  in  order  to  make 
changes  and  improvements  upon  the  Fulton. 

On  page  158  Mr.  Spear  refers  to  inferior  speed  results  of  the 
Protector  a3  follows: 

These  inferior  results  as  to  speed  were  ascribed  by  the  inventor  to  a  defect  in  the 
dfaigTi  of  the  propeller,  but  as  substantially  the  same  results  were  later  achieved  in 
Russia,  after  the  propellers  had  been  changed,  and  as  these  data  are  verified  by  results 
obtained  from  sister  ships,  they  must  be  accepted  as  the  beet  of  which  the  design  is 
capable. 

In  the  preliminary  trials  of  the  Protector,  before  her  first  propellers 
had  been  injured,  she  developed  over  a  measiu'ed  mile  coiu*se  a  speed 
of  10.65  knots  on  the  smface,  and  showed  something  better  than  6 
knots  submerged.  The  propellers  were  45  inches  in  diameter,  and  as 
they  showed  considerable  slip — ^in  fact,  over  30  per  cent — it  was  con- 
sidered advanta<?eous  to  change  them.  Accordingly,  one  of  the  pro- 
peller experts  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  experienced  propeller 
manufacturers  in  the  United  States  was  consulted.  He  gave  the 
opinion  that  the  propeller  did  not  have  sufficient  diameter,  and  blade 
area,  and  stated  that  the  best  results  could  be  obtained  by  consider- 
able increase  in  each  of  these  particulars.  In  accordance  with  this 
expert's  advice  new  propellers  were  ordered,  but  the  result  was  very 
unsatiafactorv.  I  am  sure  every  member  having  to  do  with  propeller 
problems  will  realize  that  it  is  a  common  difficulty  with  no  particular 
reference  to  the  submarine  problem  as  a  whole.  * 

The  propellers  for  the  Protector,  lust  described,  were  fitted  to  her 
the  day  before  she  left  Bridgeport  for  Newport,  in  November,  1903- 
Having  no  time  prior  to  that  long  run  to  try  out  these  new  screws,  it 
was  not  until  after  reaching  Newport  that  it  was  discovered  that 
screws  No.  2  were  not  nearlv  as  good  as  the  boat's  first  propellers.  It 
was  the  results  secured  with  screws  No.  2  that  Mr.  Spear  has  used  in 
his  paper  before  this  society  and  upon  which  he  has  based  all  of  his 
deductions  in  reference  to  the  Protector  and  her  percentage  of  merits 
in  the  tables  he  has  submitted,  so  far  as  speeds  are  concerned.  The 
speeds  which  he  quotes  were  never  verified  bv  oflScial  inquiry,  and  the 
data  was  given  to  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  and 
Survey  upon  the  arrival  of  that  body  at  Newport  in  January,  1904. 
It  may  make  the  case  somewhat  plainer  to  quote  directly  from  that 
letter,  which  reads  as  follows  (page  690,  H.  Doc.  75,  1905): 

The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 

Newport,  R.  L,  January  11,  1904. 

Sir:  It  id  our  desire  to  anticipate  the  examination  of  the  Protector  by  the  Board  of 
of  Inspection  and  Survey  by  a  brief  statement  regarding  certain  of  the  present  features 
of  the  boat.  We  believe  we  may  thus  facilitate  the  board's  work  and  help  to  a  better 
understanding  of  the  craft's  condition  and  probable  performance. 

The  speed  and  endurance  of  the  Protector  will  fall  considerably  below  our  original 
estimate.  Thia  will  be  due  to  the  present  inefficient  screws,  fitted  the  day  we  left 
Bridgeport,  which  have  been  tried  out  progressively  over  the  official  mile  course 
ance  oar  arrival  here.  The  results  of  these  trials  are  given  in  the  following  table, 
which  we  will  be  glad  to  have  verified  by  the  board  and  incorporated  accordingly  in 
ito  ppport.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  ratio  of  slip  is  out  of  all  reason  and  that  speeds  are 
w  below  the  proper  resultants  of  the  power  of  the  engines  under  their  various  con- 
'iiUow.  New  BcrewB  have  been  designed,  based  upon  the  findings  of  these  perform- 
aaces.  and  corrections  have  been  made  which  promise  us  a  speed  of  10  knots  under 
h^t  cmifling  condition. 
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In  trial  No.  4  the  engines  developed  249  honsepower  and  the  motors  141  horsepower, 
making  a  total  of  390  horsepower  for  both. 

The  installation  of  these  new  screws,  which  must  await  return  to  our  home  waters, 
where  proper  mechanical  faciliites  may  be  secured,  will  involve  the  fitting  of  new 
shafts  and  a  modification  and  rearrangement  of  our  rudders,  both  vertical  and  hori- 
zontal. The  change  to  the  vertical  rudder  will  be  a  material  improvement  to  the 
navigational  power  of  the  boat  by  bringing  that  rudder  directly  in  the  sweep  of  the 
thrust  from  the  propellers. 

It  will  be  noted  by  reference  to  the  foregoing  table  that  the  boat 
really  went  slower  as  more  power  was  applied  to  the  screws.  This 
was  owing  entirely  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  propeller  and  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  working  of  the  boat  as  a  submarine  pure  and 
simple  and  the  problems  directly  associated  therewith.  I  should  like 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  society  to  the  very 
curious  fact  that  with  30  horsepower  more  the  boat  made  IJ  knot^ 
less  spe^d.  The  developed  area  of  the  propeller  was  65  per  cent  of 
the  disk  area,  and  the  number  of  blades  was  3.     Not  being  a  pro- 

Eeller  expert,  I  am  unable  to  explain  the  results,  but  it  has  smce 
een  suggested  by  other  experts  that  the  revolutions  were  so  high, 
the  pitch  of  the  propeller  so  small,  and  the  projected  area  in  its  rela- 
tion to  disk  area  so  ffreat  that  the  water  aid  not  have  a  chance  to 
get  to  the  blades  of  the  propeller  at  the  increased  nuriiber  of  revolu- 
tions which  were  secured  by  reducing  the  pitch.  The  efficiency  of 
the  screws  decreased  more  rapidly  than  the  additional  horsepower 
appUed  could  counterbalance;  consequently  the  ship  went  slower. 

tinder  these  circumstances,  knowing  that  the  Protector  had  already 
made  much  better  speed,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  the  vessel  had 
been  developed  at  great  private  expense,  the  owners  felt  justified  in 
asking  that  the  board  try  out  the  boat  in  all  other  respects — espe- 
cially as  the  Fulton  had  not  arrived;  in  fact  did  not  do  so  until  nve 
months  later,  and  the  deliberate  examination  of  the  Protector  could 
otherwise  in  no  way  imj)ose  limitations  or  inconvenience  to  anyone 
else.  Her  owners  wanted  the  boat  examined  in  all  the  other  aspects 
of  a  submarine  craft  and  asked  consideration  of  these  particulars  in 
so  far  as  they  related  to  the  reliability,  the  habitability^  the  safety, 
the  ease  of  control,  and  the  general  adaptability  of  the  boat  for  war 
purposes.  The  Protector  at  that  time  had  been  in  commission  for 
nearly  a  year,  and  during  that  period  had  spent  several  months  at 
Newport,  making  frequent  runs  in  the  presence  of  officers  there  on 
duty. 
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There  are  some  peculiar  things  about  the^e  propellers  which  will 
interest  the  propeller  experts  of  the  society.  I  have  here  three 
sketches  of  the  propellers  used  on  the  Protector.  Propeller  No.  1  was 
the  first  propeller  used  on  the  Protector  and  the  most  efficient  one. 
Propeller  No.  2  is  the  one  used  which  gave  the  poor  results  and  which 
were  used  by  Mr.  Spear  in  his  article.  I  will  not  mention  the  name 
of  the  firm  which  made  this  propeller,  but  from  the  tables  submitted 
to  the  president  of  the  board  you  will  note  that  with  30  horsepower 
more  going  through  the  propeller,  when  the  blades  of  same  were  set 
at  4  feet  pitch,  and  at  280  revolutions,  the  boat  went  nearly  a  knot 
iind  a  half  slower  than  she  did  with  5  feet  pitch  turning  only  240 
revolutions.  In  other  words,  with  30  horsepower  more  she  went 
practically  a  knot  and  a  half  less. 

As  I  have  previously  stated,  these  propellers  were  put  on  the  day 
before  we  left  Bridgeport  and  there  was  no  opportunity  for  trying 
them  out  imtil  we  arrived  on  the  official  course  at  Newport.  There 
was  no  time  then  to  change  back  to  the  first  design,  as  new  hubs  and 
shafts  had  been  fitted  to  accommodate  these  so-called  'improved", 
propellers. 

On  the  12th  of  Januarv  the  Protector  started  out  to  nm  her  trials 
over  the  official  measured  mile  course,  but  when  arriving  at  the  place 
of  trial  in  Narragansett  Bay  large  floes  of  ice  were  encoimtered  and, 
notwithstanding  that  her  owners  were  willing  and  anxious  to  run  the 
submerged  triab,  the  board  decided  to  postpone  the  tests  until  the 
following  spring,  remarking  that  the  Fulton  might  then  be  ready. 
The  FuUon  did  not  appear,  however,  until  the  Protector  was  put  out 
of  commission  after  being  sold  to  go  abroad. 

It  may  be  pertinent  to  state  here  that  an  army  board  examined  the 
Protector  a  week  later,  under  even  more  trying  conditions,  and  the 
performance  of  the  boat  on  that  occasion  was  deemed  sufficient  war- 
rant to  recommend  the  immediate  purchase  of  5  of  that  tvpe. 

The  record  of  No.  2  propeller  tests  was  submitted  purely  with  the 
frank  intent  of  showing  the  peculiarities  and  inefficiency  of  the  screws 
which  expert  judgment  haa  prescribed.  That  record,  however,  has 
been  circulated  in  many  countries,  and  many  people,  not  aware  of  the 
true  conditions,  have  beeii  led  to  believe  that  those  figures  were  really 
the  Protector's  trial  figures,  as  actually  determined  by  the  United  States 
naval  board  of  inspection  and  survey.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  those 
figures  were  nothing  like  as  good  as  the  boat  had  previously  made,  nor 
as  good  as  she  did  on  her  trials  abroad  preliminary  to  her  acceptance 
by  the  Russian  Government.  Upon  the  departure  of  the  board  in 
January,  1904,  the  Protector  was  docked,  and  an  opportunity  taken  to 
convert  the  improved  screws  into  old  junk. 

The  speaker  then  designed  a  screw  of  still  greater  diameter,  but  as 
I  have  already  stated,  I  am  not  a  propeller  expert,  and  while  these  No. 
3  screws  gave  better  results  than  screws  No.  2,  their  efficiency  was  not 
as  great  as  that  of  the  screws  originally  fitted  to  the  boat,  'these  No. 
3  screws  were  the  ones,  however,  used  on  the  official  trials,  preliminary 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  Protector  by  the  Russian  authorities.  I  beg 
the  indulgence  of  this  society  while  I  read  that  report. 
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OFFICIAL  RUSSIAN  REPORT  UPON  TRIAL  OF  THE  LAKE  BOAT  PROTECTOR,  NOW  THE  OSETR 

OF  THE   RUSSIAN   NAVY, 

On  the  25th,  26th,  27th,  and  28th  of  September,  1904  (old  style),  the  commiaBion 
appointed  by  the  general  staff  of  the  Imperial  Russian  Marine  on  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1904,  under  order  No.  16094,  directed  the  trials  of  the  torpedo  boat  OtHr  auring 
the  run  from  Kronstadt  to  Bj6rkd  Sound  and  in  Bjdrkd  Sound  itself. 

The  commission,  under  the  presidency  of  Commander  M.  Becklemicheff ,  waa  com- 
posed of  the  following  members:  Commander  Golo>Tiine,  Lieutenant  von  Schulz, 
fourth,  Lieutenant  Gradd,  with  the  assistance  of  the  following  representatives  of  the 
naval  technical  committee:  Captain  Zalessky;  head  shipbuilder's  asRistant,  Mr. 
Gavliloff;  head  machinist's  assistant,  Mr.  Karpoff. 

The  run  of  the  28th  of  September  from  Kronstadt  to  and  over  the  measured  mile,  and 
from  there  to  the  place  of  the  principal  trials  in  Bj5rk6  Sound,  was  made  quit4,'  foic- 
cessfuUy.  In  the  above  run  both  gasoline  engines  were  used  alone,  working  with 
benzine,  except  over  the  measured  mile,  when  the  engines  worked  in  conjunction  with 
the  motors. 

The  average  speed  of  the  run  was,  at  248  revolutions,  at  the  rate  of  6.75  knote. 

On  the  measured  mile  the  inventor  adjusted  the  propellers  at  the  most  advantae»'(»us 
pitch.     The  engines  worked  during  the  entire  run  without  any  trouble. 

After  arrival  at  Bj6rk6  Sound ,  alongside  of  the  school-ship  Oprychniky  a  <1  iver  wslh  ^mi 
out  from  the  diving  compartment  of  the  Osetr  to  a  depth  of  5  fathoms  and  executed 
successfully  the  order  given  by  the  commi88ion,conBisting  of  picking  and  handing  into 
the  compartment  an  electric  lamp  which  had  been  lowered  from  the  OprychniJb. 

The  following  trials  were  made  on  the  26th  of  September: 

The  transition  from  the  position  on  the  surface  (normal-cruising  condition^  to  the 
awash,  or  half -submerged  condition  (war-time  cniising  condition)  was  made  in  rleven 
minutes,  by  filling  the  superstructure  by  means  of  pumps.  In  thi8  condition  the  derk 
of  the  Buperstmcture  is  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  tne  water. 

After  tnat  the  check  valves  of  the  ballast  tanks  were  opened  and  tank  No.  1  forward 
and  tank  No.  1  aft  were  filled  with  water.  The  time  required  for  filling  was  between 
two  and  three  minutes.  The  boat  siibmerged  to  the  top  of  the  coning  tower.  In  thi^ 
condition  the  sensibility  of  the  boat  to  the  longitudinal  changing  ol  weights  was  as 
follows: 

Twenty  puds  (720  pounds),  moved  for  a  distance  of  20  feet,  produced  an  inclination 
of3i. 

Then  the  boat  was  sent  ahead,  and  the  time  required  for  the  distance  of  0.88  mile, 
in  a  completely  submei^ed  condition,  at  the  forced  speed  of  the  motors,  was  nine  and 
one-half  minutes;  tliat  is,  the  speed  was  5.6  knots. 

From  the  last-mentioned  position,  the  speed  of  descent  was  determined.  Six 
fathoms  of  the  anchor's  cables  having  been  rAeased,  and  the  central  ballast  tank  hav- 
ing been  filled,  the  boat  descended  in  fifty-eight  seconds  to  a  depth  of  62  feet. 

On  the  same  day  a  trial  was  made  of  firing  wooden  blocks  (dummy  torpcnioes)  from 
the  forward  topedo  tubes  by  means  of  air  pressure,  in  war  cruising  (awash)  condition. 
The  trial  was  quite  successful.  No  change  in  the  trim  of  the  boat  was  observed. 
A  firing  pressure  of  60  pounds  was  used. 

A  trial  of  running  on  wheels  was  made.  This  without  doubt  is  quite  possible  on  a 
smooth  bottom,  and  the  j)as8age  of  the  wheels  over  small  stones  was  successfully 
executed.  The  commission  considers  the  wheels  very  useful  to  prevent  injury*  to 
the  hull  of  the  boat. 

On  the  27th  of  September  the  following  runs  were  made  on  the  measured  distance 
of  0.88  mile,  and  the  speeds  made  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Normal  cruising  condition,  engines  only,  8J  knots,  at  240  revolutions. 

(2)  Normal  cruising  condition,  engine  and  motors  combined,  9.3  knots,  at  300  revo- 
lutions. 

(3)  War  cruising  condition  (conning  tower  awash),  engines  only,  7.4  knots,  at  224 
revolutions. 

(4)  Submerged,  motors  only,  at  the  normal  discharge  rate,  5.4  knots,  at  a  pitch  of 
2 J  feet,  300  amperes  and  115  Volts.  (The  full  speed  submerged  was  slightly  over  6 
knots.) 

The  change  from  the  engines  to  the  motors  was  made  in  fifteen  seconds. 

The  time  consumed  in  passing  from  the  war  cruising  (awaah)  condition  of  the  boat 
under  engines,  conning  tower  only  above  the  water,  to  the  totally  submerged  con- 
dition, with  motors,  was  one  minute  and  fifty-five  seconds. 

The  change  from  the  engines  to  the  motors  was  made  in  fifteen  seconds. 

The  time  consumed  in  passing  from  the  war  cruising  (awash)  condition  of  the  boat 
under  engines,  conning  tower  only  above  the  water,  to  tne  totally  submerged  condition, 
with  motors,  was  one  minute  and  fifty-five  seconds. 
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In  ^Idition  trials  of  trolling,  or  grappling  for  mintiij  through  the  cock  in  the  diving 
iif^»r,  while  running  along  the  bottom  were  made.  The  difiiculty  of  sucli  work  on  a 
n*  ky  l>ottom  was  shown,  and  success  on  a  rocky  and  irregular  hottmn  is  very  doubtful. 

In  view  of  the  above  results,  the  commission  decided  as  follows: 

The  boat  maneuverp  easily,  maintains  well  uniform  dcptli,  and  is  suitable  for  coast 
«l*-fen?e.     The  boat  can  be  accepted  by  the  Government  after  the  teaching  of  the  crew. 

In  addition,  the  conmiission  considers  the  following  repaii"s  and  changi^  as  necessary: 

1 1  To  tighten  the  air  compressor. 

If  To  chanee  the  wood  in  the  port  side  clutches. 

''ii  To  fesupply  the  Ijoat  with  a  new  omniscope.     (Still  later  pattern.) 

4 »  To  Pf»i)lace'  part  of  the  wooden  bulkhead  on  which  the  rheostat  is  iitttxl  with 
Lo:icumbu0tible  material— asbestos  or  slate. 

oi  To  present  drawings  of  the  boat,  its  motors,  and  other  details. 

'.Signed  by  tlie  president  and  members  of  the  commiasion,  and  the  repn^sentatives 
cf  the  nA\*a]  technical  committee  assisting.) 

From  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Spear's  tables,  at  least  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  Protectory  are  unreliable.  If  Mr.  Spear  will 
submit  the  full  report  of  the  Russian  trials  of  the  J^'ufton  and  those 
<>f  the  other  competing  types  tried  bv  the  Russian  naval  authorities, 
perhaps  better  and  more  accurate  deductions  could  be  drawn  as  to 
the  relative  eflficiency  of  the  different  boats  tested  by  the  Imperial 
authorities. 

In  the  speaker's  judgment,  speed  is  not  the  first  essential  in  a  suc- 
cessful submarine  boat.  The  United  States  Navy  Department,  in 
1S93,  when  asking  inventors  to  submit  designs  for  under- water  craft, 
placed  safety  at  the  head  of  the  requirements.  The  order  of  impor- 
tance in  which  the  various  elements  were  officially  given,  was  as 
follows:  First,  safety;  second,  facility  and  certainty  or  action  when 
submerged;  third,  speed  when  running  on  the  surface;  fourth,  speed 
vhen  submerged ;  fifth,  endurance,  both  submerged  and  on  tne  sur- 
face; sixth,  oflFensive  power;  seventh,  stability;  eighth,  visibility  of 
object  to  be  attacked. 

Had  the  navies  of  the  world  followed  this  order  of  valuation  of 
desired  elements  in  the  designs  of  their  submarines,  the  lives  of 
^Lxtv  odd  persons  need  not  have  been  sacrificed,  as  they  have  been 
during  the  past  three  years,  by  disasters  to  submarines. 

In  making  any  comparative  table  it  is  not  possible  to  secure  a  true 
climate  of  the  relative  merits  without  considering  the  elements 
above  named;  and  should  any  change  be  made  in  that  scale  of  values, 
no  change  of  position  could  excusably  alter  the  prime  and  vital  impor- 
tance of  safety. 

I  am  willii^  to  concede  that,  perhaps,  the  cigar-shaped  form  of 
ve*<;el  is  caoable  of  greater  speed  when  running  submerged  than  is 
possible  witn  other  forms  upon  a  fixed  measure  of  displacement  and 
p<iwer,  but  I  contend,  without  fear  of  authoritative  contradiction, 
that  experience  with  the  diving  type  of  vessel,  during  the  past  one 
hundred  years,  has  shown  that  it  is  too  unstable  and  unreliaole  to  be 
tafe. 

Accorcling  to  numerous  official  reports,  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad,  it  has  been  shown  that  this  cigar-shaped'  form  of  hull,  common 
Ui  the  diving  type,  has  a  tendency  to  cause  the  boat  to  make  sudden 
and  unexpected  head-first  dives.  In  these  reports  it  is  sho^vn  that  it  is 
necpssary  for  the  crew  to  remain  at  their  stations,  and  that  a  very 
drfioate  adjustment  of  ballast,  and  men  of  long  training  and  quick: 
jueding  skill,  are  required  to  navigate  and  to  control  these  boats 
wK**!!  running  submerged. 
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I  shall  not  take  your  time  to  read  extracts  from  the  numerous 
reports  made  upon  this  line.  Sir  William  \^^lite,  Prof.  J.  H.  Biles. 
Rear  Admiral  Melville,  Rear  Admiral  0*Neil,  Capt.  Edgar  I^es,  and 
Captain  Bacon,  have  amply  testified  in  the  vanous  discussions  and 
hearings  upon  the  subject  of  the  submarine,  and  the  accidents  that 
have  happened  to  that  class  of  vessel. 

Mr.  Spear  has  implied  bjr  his  discussion  of  the  question  of  stability 
that  a  boat  with  a  water-tight  superstructure  has  less  stability  than 
one  without  a  superstructure;  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  his 
point  he  has  taken  the  Protector  as  a  type  and  nas  assumed  conditions 
which  do  not  exist  in  modern  boats*^  of  the  Lake  type,  fitted  with 
.  superstructures.  He  will,  perhaps,  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in  some 
of  the  Lake  boats  now  unuer  construction  the  center  of  buoyancy  is 
as  much  as  22  inches  above  the  center  of  gravity  w^hen  in  a  sub- 
merged condition.' 

I  doubt  if  any  of  the  diving  boats  in  existence  have  half  of  this. 
Even  the  Protector,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Spear,  must  have  had  greater 
stability  than  the  Fulton,  according  to  the  official  reports  of  the  oper- 
ations of  these  rival  boats. 

There  is  an  old  saying  that  'Hhe  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the 
eating.^'  In  the  official  trials  of  the  Protector  in  Russian  waters 
there  were  19  persons  on  board,  including  the  officers  of  the  commis- 
sion and  a  Russian  trial  crew  undergoing  instructions  and  her  own 
cfew.     These  men  were  permitted  to  move  freely  about  in  the  boat. 

In  the  later  boats  several  men  have  moved  at  one  time  from  the 
extreme  forward  end  of  the  boat  to  the  extreme  after  end  of  the 
vessel,  while  running  submerged,  without  changing  the  depth  of 
submergence  more  than  a  few  inches. 

In  discussing  stability,  Mr.  Spear  says: 

By  fitting  water-tight  superstructures  the  actual  center  of  buoyancy  may  be  raised. 
but  the  metacentric  height,  far  from  being  increased,  is  actually  decreased.  This 
arises  from  the  fact  that  such  superstnictures  can  not  be  constructea  sufl&ciently  strong 
to  withstand  hiffh  pressures,  hence  must  be  filled  with  water  when  submerged.  Ii 
follows  inevitably  that  the  center  of  gravity  is  raised  a^  much  as  the  center  of  buoy- 
ancy, leaving  the  stability  intact,  but  the  large  weight  represented  by  the  lailge  super- 
structure  raises  the  center  of  gravity  of  the  hull  as  a  whole,  and  so  diminishes  the 
metacentric  height. 

The  first  mistake  is  in  the  assumption  that  by  admitting  water  into 
the  superstructure  the  center  ol  gravity  is  raised.  He  has  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that,  when  submerging,  water  is  also  admitted  into  the 
lower  ballast  tanks,  and  that  if  more  water  is  admitted  into  the  lower 
tanks  below  the  normal  center  of  buoyancy  than  is  admitted  in  the 
superstructure  above  the  center  of  buoyancy  the  center  of  gravity 
in  a  submerged  condition  may  also  be  lowered. 

The  next  wrong  assumption  is  that  the  air  and  fuel  tanks  used  for 
storage  purposes  generally  weigh  more  than  the  water  they  displace 
and  so  serve  to  further  decrease  the  metacentric  height." 
.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  fuel  tanks,  as  used  in  the  Lake  boats, 
even  when  filled  with  gasoline,  weigh  less  than  the  water  thej'  dis- 
place, and  consequently  add  a  buoyant  moment  well  above  the  center 
of  gravity  of  the  boat  when  she  is  in  a  submerged  condition. 

In  the  latest  type  of  Lake  boats  the  cigar-shaped  form  of  hull  has 
been  abandoned,  thereby  raising  the  center  of  buoyancy  of  the  main 
huU  6  inches  above  the  center  of  buoyancy  of  a  corresponding  hull 
of  cigar-shaped  form.  The  superstructure  itself,  even  when  filled 
with  water,  adds  a  large  buoyant  moment  several  feet  above  the 
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center  of  gravity.  This  is  owing  to  the  buoyant  character  of  its 
construction.  As  a  result  it  is  possible  to  secure  a  form  giving  a 
difference  of  22  inches  between  the  center  of  buoyancj  and  the  center 
of  pravitv  when  the  boat  is  in  a  submerged  condition.  I  do  not 
beheve  that  it  is  possible  to  distribute  the  machinery  in  a  hull  of 
cigar-shaped  form  so  as  to  get  a  difference  at  best  of  more  than  10 
inches  between  the  center  or  buoyancy  and  the  center  of  gravity  of 
such  a  Teasel  submerged. 

1  wotdd  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  sketches 
Rowing  the  difference  between  the  stability  capable  of  being  attained 
with  the  cigar-shaped  form  of  hull  as  used  in  the  diving  type  of  boats 
and  the  form  of  hull  used  in  the  submersible  type,  herein  referred  to^ 
with  buoyant  superstructure  and  hull  of  different  form. 

There  is  sufficient  testimony  to  the  point  that  the  diving  submarine 
must  be  run  at  a  considerable  speed  in  order  to  get  her  under  water, 
unless  her  reserve  of  buoyancy  is  very  small  and  her  longitudinal 
stability  slight.  The  greater  the  stability  of  the  diving  boat,  the 
fai|rher  must  be  her  speed  in  order  to  enaole  the  vessel  t^  make  her 
initial  plunge.  Model  experimental  tank  trials  and  the  fatal  records 
of  the  past  three  years  nave  shown  that  there  are  certain  forces 
exerted  at  the  bow  of  a  spindle-form  diving  boat  which  exert  a  down 
poll  at  higher  speeds  ana  tend  to  make  the  boat  plunge  when  least 
expected. 

The  British  may  be  said,  I  think  without  fear  of  contradiction,  to 
have  brought  the  diving  type  to  its  highest  state  of  perfection.  But 
notwithstimdin^  this,  the  numerous  fatal  disasters  and  narrow  escapes 
from  serious  mishaps  among  their  submarines  have  caused  them, 
as  I  was  recently  informed  by  a  British  officer  in  an  authoritative 
position,  to  abandon  the  exclusive  use  of  the  stem  rudder  and/ to 
quote  this  officer,  'Ho  adopt  the  hydroplane  as  their  means  of  sub- 
mergence." 

According  to  a  recent  article  by  Sir  William  White  (see  p.  948  of 
the  Journal  of  the  American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers,  August, 
1906),  they  have  also  adopted  the  water-tight  superstructure.  This 
water-tight  superstructure  as  applied  to  the  Lake  boats  gives  greater 
seaworthiness  and  affords  greater  stability,  both  in  the  surface  and 
in  the  submerged  condition.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  all  the 
important  navies  of  the  world  have  finally  adopted  in  their  sub- 
marines at  least  two  of  the  novel  features  at  nrst  described  and  shown 
in  the  plans  of  the  even-keel  Lake  type,  as  submitted  to  the  United 
States  Navy  Department  in  1893. 

In  May,  1902,  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Spear,  while  discussing  the  Lake  boat,  had 
this  to  say  in  reference  to  the  Protector,  then  building: 

Now.  he  has  what  he  calls  "hydroplanes,"  an  auxiliary  method  for  coming  up. 
Hydroplanes  are  nothing  but  names,  steel  planes  hung  in  the  middle  of  the  ship,  tne 
i&clmtion  of  which  you  can  change  if  you  like.  They  are  designed  to  lift  the  vessel 
*  to  lower  her  bodily  in  the  water.  Let  us  assume  that  he  has  to  go  up  from  the 
t>f<ioin  with  his  hydroplanes.  I  started  out  on  the  assumption  that  everything  that 
i.^am  Lake  hoped  to  do  is  to  be  carried  out.  As  an  expert  I  do  not  think  he  will 
aake  his  hydroplanes  work,  because  they  have  been  tried  for  twenty  or  thirty  years 
^  hive  been  discarded.    It  is  an  old  idea  and  will  not  work. 

The  operation  of  the  hydroplanes  is  then  described  by  Mr.  Spear, 
and  he  further  states: 

It  has  never  been  worked  successfully  yet.  Captain  Lake  has  not  worked  his  boat 
^licceflafully  and  will  never  work  a  boat  that  way.    It  is  what  he  hopes  to  do  with 
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his  new  boat,  but  it  has  never  been  worked,  and  it  has  been  tried  time  oat  of  mind 
by  aU  the  experts.  The  Argonaut  has  not  developed  those  things.  Nordenfeldi 
worked  on  it  lor  years.  Mr.  Nordenfeldt's  boat  was  not  of  the  Holland  t^^je;  that 
was  the  trouble.  It  was  an  even-keel  boat,  like  Mr.  Lake's.  This  dictum  about 
the  necessity  of  keeping  the  keel  parallel  and  horizontal  was  laid  down  bv  Mr.  Nor- 
denfeldt  and  has  never  been  based  on  any  sound  reasoning  or  any  aound  theory  or 
common  sense  or  experience. 

Since  that  statement  was  made  every  nation  building  submarines 
abroad,  so  far  as  the  speaker's  knowledge  goes,  has  finally  adopted 
the  hydroplane.  It  might  have  been  wise  had  Mr.  Spear  Seen  more 
cautious  in  his  prejudgment  of  the  Protector  and  the  success  of  the 
hydroplane,  as  the  hydroplanes  of  the  Protector  were  never  modi- 
fied or  changed  in  anyway,  and  they  worked  with  precision  and 
complete  success  from  the  date  of  the  boat's  initial  submei^ence. 

Mr.  Spear  does  not  give  a  description  of  the  new  boats  now  under 
construction,  but  a  public  photograph  of  one  of  them  shows  some- 
thing attached  to  tne  superstructure  which  looks  suspiciously  like 
hydroplanes.  It  therefore  looks  as  if  the  author  of  the  paper  on 
the  ''Development  of  the  Submarine,''  like  the  submarine  designers 
abroad,  has  finally  recognized  the  importance  of  at  least  one  of  the 
features  which  in  1892  he  wished  to  oe  placed  on  record  as  stating 
they  ''will  not  work." 

For  the  sake  of  the  brave  fellows  who  go  down  in  the  sea  in  sub- 
marine boats,  let  us  hope  that  safety  and  reliabihty  of  action  in  the 
semisubmerged  and  submerged  condition  will  be  the  paramount 
factors  in  controlling  future  designs  of  submarine  craft. 

Mr.  L.  Y.  Spear.  Mr.  Forbes  has  raised  the  question  of  the  danger 
involved  in  handling  submarine  boats.  Anything  like  a  complete 
discussion  of  that  phase  of  the  subject  is  prohibited  here  by  limita- 
tions of  space.  I  would  refer  him  and  others  interested  in  that 
aspect  of  the  matter  to  a  paper  written  by  Capt.  R.  H.  Bacon, 
R.  N.,  D.  S.  O.,  before  the  British  Institution  of  Naval  Architects 
in  1905.  Captain  Bacon,  now  commanding  the  Dreadnought,  was 
formerly  in  cnarge  of  all  the  British  submannes,  and  his  reputation 
as  a  practical  expert  submarine  officer  is  of  the  highest  order.  He 
gives  a  clear  exposition  of  the  causes  leading  up  to  the  accidents 
which  have  already  occurred  and  in  his  conclusion,  in  w^hich  I  heartily 
concur,  he  says: 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  that  I  have  been  able  to  put  impartially  before  you  the  rela- 
tive safety  of  submarine  vessels  compared  to  that  of  sunace  craft.  That  the  danger 
of  the  work  is  apt  to  be  exaggerated  I  think  you  will  all  concede.  That  it  requires 
constant  care  goes  without  saying,  but  with  the  exercise  of  such  care  no  apprehen- 
sion need  exist  of  a  larger  percentage  of  accidents  than  in  other  branches  of  the  service. 
That  with  the  increase  in  numbers  of  the  boats  accidents  will  occasionally  occup  is 
undoubted  for  wherever  large  quantities  of  energy  are  stored  in  an  easily  available 
state  dang3r  must  exist,  but  that  this  is  present  to  an  exaggerated  extent  in  the  cae^e 
of  submarine  boats  is  not  a  fac;t.  Nowhere  is  the  extent  of  possible  danger  laiown 
better  than  among  those  who  man  the  boats,  and  nowhere  would  the  idea  of  excessive 
liability  to  accident  be  more  scouted. 

There  is.  however,  another  clasvs  of  danger  that  may  exist,  though  at  present  it  does 
not  do  so,  and  that  is  that  in  the  desire  to  avoid  all  risks  the  efficiency  of  the  boats 
may  be  reduced  both  by  constructural  limitations  and  also  by  curtailing  their  practi- 
cal maneuvering  by  subjecting  them  to  work  less  stringent  than  that  which  simulates 
war  conditions.  Much  better  have  no  boats  at  all  than  allow  such  limitations  to  creep 
in.  At  present  we  can  safely  say  that  all  the  work  the  boats  do  is  up  to  the  full  reouire- 
raents  of  war  training,  and  that  ncitlier  of  the  two  lamentable  accidents  to  the  boats 
have  in  anyway  detracted  from  the  severity  of  the  tactical  work.  The  sympathy  of 
the  whole  country  with  the  sad  fate  of  those  splendid  men  who,  being'volunteera, 
were  the  pick  of  the  senaoe.  is  apt  to  lead  to  exaggeration  of  the  real  danger  of  the 


HEABINGS  ON    HOUSE   KESOLUTION   288.  1149 

work.    It  is  rather  outside  the  n&yy  than  in  it  that  apprehension  as  to  the  safe  use  of 
the  boats  arises. 

In  making  any  comparison  between  the  safety  of  submarines  and 
other  types  of  war  vessels  it  must  always  be  remembered  that  dan- 
gers of  tne  submarine  in  war  time  are  very  little  increased  over  those 
uiTolved  in  peace  maneuvers,  since  she  is  immune  from  gun  fire. 
This,  of  course,  is  not  the  case  with  any  other  type  of  vessel.  In 
making  a  fair  comparison  of  the  dangers  in  a  submarine  and  in  an 
ordinary  torpedo  boat  we  must  assume  that  the  latter  is  underway 
at  full  speed,  and  in  that  case  it  is  my  judgment,  after  a  very  con- 
siderable experience  with  both  types,  that  the  men  in  the  engine  and 
fixe  rooms  of  the  surface  boat  are  in  greater  danger  than  those  in  a 
submarine  when  submerged.  History  appears  also  to  indicate  that 
there  is  much  less  danger  in  a  submarme  than  there  is  in  a  gun  turret 
during  tai^et  practice  when  full  charges  are  being  fired. 

The  exact  statistics  as  to  the  number  of  submei^ed  operations  and 
the  number  of  boats  involved  therein  are  not  available,  but  it  is  esti- 
mated that  within  the  last  six  years  over  75,000  submergencies  have 
been  made  by  modem  submarines.  Out  of  this  75,000  omy  3  resulted 
fatally — one  due  to  a  collision  (the  English  A-l)j  one  due  to  an  im- 
properly closed  hatch  (the  French  Farfadet),  and  one  due  to  faulty 
construction  (the  French  Latin).  None  of  these  accidents  were 
really  due  to  causes  inherent  in  the  particular  types  of  submarine 
boats  affected,  nor,  indeed,  in  any  type,  the  means  and  methods  of 
submergence  not  being  involved  in  any  way.  The  record  speaks  for 
itself,  and  certainly  indicates  that  the  danger  involved  is  much  more 
imaginarv  than  real.  Owing  to  the  novel  character  of  the  work,  it 
is  natural  that  the  danger  should  be  exaggerated,  and,  moreover,  it 
has  been  still  further  magnified  by  unwarranted  statements  having 
no  other  justification  than  the  business  necessities  of  those  advo- 
cating a  particular  tvpe  of  boat. 

Captain  Hovgaara  nas  asked  why  we  do  not  use  heavy  oil  engines 
instead  of  gasoline  engines,  on  account  of  the  greater  safety  of  the 
heavy  oil.  To  that  1  would  reply  that  so.  far  there  has  been  no 
heavy  oil  en^e  developed  entirely  suitable  and  satisfactory  for  this 
work'.  I  believe,  however,  that  I  am  within  the  truth  in  saying  that 
the  problem  is  almost  solved.  A  solution  has  been  most  diligently 
Si^ugotboth  here  and  abroad,  and  in  the  last  few  years  very  promising 
results  have  been  achieved.  The  main  diflBculty  lies  in  the  fact  that 
kerosene  and  the  heavy  oils  generally  are  more  difficult  to  vaporize 
than  gasoline,  and  to  get  proper  and  clean  combustion  the  oil  must 
be  held  within  strictly  definite  limits  of  temperature,  which  limits 
vary  with  different  grades  of  oil.  If  this  is  not  done,  a  hard  carbon 
is  formed  during  combustion  and  deposited  in  the  interior  of  the 
engine,  involving  many  difficulties.  This  is  the  reason  that  so  many 
of  the  experimental  heavy  oil  engines  will  run  successfully  for  twenty- 
four  or  forty-eight  hours,  but  become  a  constant  source  of  trouble 
after  a  few  weeks  or  months  of  service.  I  do  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  successful  kerosene 
wigine  for  small  power,  but  as  yet  in  large  powers  there  is  nothing 
that  compares  with  the  gasoline  engine.  The  Diesel  engine,  spoken 
ol  bv  Captain  Hovgaard,  is  in  my  judgment  very  unsuitable  for  this 
▼OFK,  and  my  information  is  that  it  has  so  proved  in  practice  in 
France.  Nevertheless,  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  change  wul  be  made 
in  the  near  future.     I  think,  however,  that  the  dangers  involved  by . 
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the  use  of  gasoline  are  apt  to  be  overestimated.  Gasoline  is  carried 
in  all  types  of  submarines  in  closed  receptacles,  and  even  if  it  were 
possible  to  introduce  a  spark  into  the  tank  there  would  not  neces- 
sarily be  an  explosion,  since  a  condition  precedent  to  an  explosion 
is  a  mixture  of  air  and  gasoline  vapor  in  certain  proportions,  gener* 
ally  assumed  to  vary  between  8  and  20  parts  of  air  to  1  part  of 
vapor.  The  only  danger  which  now  exists  is  the  leakage  of  smaJl 
(quantities  of  gasoline  into  the  interior  of  the  boat.  When  the  gaso- 
hne  connections  are  open — that  is,  when  the  engines  are  in  use — a 
very  large  volume  of  air  is  being  continually  drawn  from  the  interior 
of  tne  boat  by  the  engines.  This  naturally  tends  to  give  good  venti- 
lation, so  that  even  in  the  event  of  a  very  small  leak  there  is  little 
likeUhood  of  an  explosion.  There  is  no  unsurmountable  difficulty 
in  so  constructing  the  system  that  there  can  be  absolutely  no  leakage. 
Of  course  it  requires  care  and  experience.  Carelessness  in  construct- 
ing or  incompetence  in  handling  may  result  in  trouble. 

Turning  now  to  Mr.  Lake  s  verv  extensive  remarks  and  leaving 
aside  for  the  moment  the  great  bulk  of  historical  matter  therein  con- 
tained, I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  two  points  in  my  paper  to  which 
Mr.  Lake  takes  some  exception,  viz,  first,  the  question  of  the  actual 
and  relative  speeds,  endurances,  etc.,  oiF  the  Protector  class;  and, 
second,  the  question  of  the  actual  and  relative  stabifity  of  that  type. 

The  authority  for  the  speeds  ascribed  to  the  Protector  class  was 
clearly  given  in  the  body  or  the  paper,  wherein  it  was  also  noted  that 
somewhat  higlier  speeds  had  been  accredited  in  Russia,  not  only  to 
the  Protector  class,  but  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  type  7-P. 
As  the  comparison,  however,  included  not  only  these  two  types,  but 
an  English  and  two  French  types,  it  was  not  thought  desirable  or 
fair  to  use  the  Russian  results  m  comparison,  since  this  would  undidy 
favor  both  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  type  7-P  and  the  Protector 
class.  So  far  as  a  comparison  between  the  two  latter  types  is  con- 
cerned, the  results  are  practically  the  same,  whether  we  take  the 
average  records  from  the  Russian  trials  or  from  the  trials  in  other 
countries.  At  Mr.  Lake's  request,  I  have  submitted  some  Russian 
figures  to  the  same  processes  as  those  used  in  the  body  of  the  paper, 
and  the  following  taoles  are  the  results  thereof: 
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In  Table  No.  1 1  it  will  be  noted  that  I  have  used  the  figures  given 
by  Mr.  Lake  for  the  speeds  of  the  Protector  on  the  Russian  trials.  I 
have  been  unable  to  verify  these  figures,  and,  in  fact,  I  find  appar- 
ently authentic  information  in  conflict  with  them.  It  also  appears 
that  there  was  some  question  as  to  an  allowance  for  dirty  bottom  on 
these  trials.  The  same  considerations  apply  to  the  results  of  the 
FuUons  trials  in  Russia,  and  in  consequence  the  comparison  should 
be  regarded  as  of  doubtful  value,  especially  since  these  results  do  not 
check  with  those  obtained  from  sister  ships  later.  Table  No.  11,  as 
compared  with  Table  No.  10,  shows  the  following  changes  in  the  rela- 
tive superiority  of  type  7-F, — in  surface  speed  from  37  to  24  J  per 
cent;  in  corresponding  radius  from  55  to  32  per  cent;  in  submerged 
speed  from  107  to  58  per  cent,  and  in  corresponding  radius  from  196 
to  1864  per  cent. 

Table  Nq.  12  shows  the  results  of  the  trials  of.  sister  ships  of  the 
FuUon  and  of  the  Protector ^  tried  in  Russia  at  a  later  date.  As  these 
trials  were  free  from  any  question  of  allowance,  and  as  the  results 
approach  nearer  to  the  average  results  obtained  in  Russia,  the  com- 
parisons therein  shown  are  unquestionably  more  accurate  than  those 
m  Table  No.  11. 

Comparing  these  results  >\ith  those  given  in  Table  No.  10,  we  see 
that  there  is  no  very  great  change  in  the  relative  values.  The  rela^ 
live  superiority  of  type  7-P  is  changed  in  surface  speed  from  37  to 
42 J  per  cent;  m  corresponding  radius  from  55  to  54  per  cent;  in  sub- 
merged speed  from  107  to  86  per  cent,  and  in  corresponding  radius 
from  196  to  181  per  cent.  For  a  rigorous  comparison  of  submerged 
endurance — that  is,  at  the  same  speed — the  figures  remain  practically 
the  same  as  given  in  the  paper — that  is,  the  Electric  Boat  Company's 
type  7-P  shows  a  superiority  over  the  Lake  Company's  Protector  type 
of  about  970  per  cent. 

It  does  not  seem  incumbent  upon  me  to  pass  my  judgment  as  to 
whether  or  not  these  inferior  speed  results  were  due  to  defective  pro- 
pellers. It  is,  however,  pertinent  to  remark  that  the  Plotva,  practi- 
••ally  a  sister  ship  of  the  Protector ^  was  not  completed  until  the  sum- 
mer of  1905,  two  years  after  the  Protector.  Iier  builders  therefore 
had  an  opportunity  to  use  any  one  of  the  three  propellers  which  had 
been  used  on  the  Protector ^  and  if  the  results  from  the  first  propeller 
on  the  latter  vessel  were  so  much  better  than  those  shown  on  any 
trials  of  which  there  is  official  record  it  seems  a  curious  fact  that  that 
propeller  was  not  used  on  the  later  boat,  particularly  when  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  minimum  guarjyities  for  that  class  of  boat  were  9 
knots  on  the  surface  and  7  Knots  submerged. 

On  the  whole,  then,  it  would  appear  that  Table  No.  10,  setting  forth 
the  relative  merits  of  various  types  as  to  speeds,  radii  of  action,  etc., 
does  no  substantial  injustice  to  any  particular  type  so  long  as  we  are 
'*ontent  to  confine  ourselves  to  actual  results  achieved  on  official 
trials.  Obviously,  when  we  go  outside  of  this  for  our  data,  results 
become  unreliable. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  stability,  Mr.  Lake  does  not  directly 
question  the  figures  given  in  the  paper.  Nevertheless,  in  the  gen- 
eral discussion  of  the  subject  and  in  the  face  of  those  figures,  he 
implies  that  a  lack  of  stability  is  an  essentail  feature  of  the  design 
•'f  what  he  terms  a  ''diving  submarine.*'  How  such  contention 
can  be  adhered  to  in  the  face  of  the  figures  without  questioning  the 
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latter  is  beyond  my  comprehension.  In  the  body  of  the  paper  1 
stated  that  the  actual  metacentric  height  of  a  122-ton  boat  or  the 
diving  type  was  64i  per  cent  greater  tnan  that  of  the  174-ton  Pro- 
tector of  tne  Lake  type.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  figures  with 
regard  to  the  122-ton  boat  and  find  them  to  be  correct,  and  con- 
firaied  by  independent  determinations.  Mr.  Lake  has  himself,  in 
his  discussion,  unconsciously  confirmed  the  figures  I  gave  as  to  the 
Protector.  He  states  that  m  the  diving  condition  a  weight  of  720 
pounds  moved  a  distance  of  20  feet  in  the  Protector  produced  an 
mchnation  of  3i°.  Applying  the  ordinary  formula  inclining  moment 
equals  displacement  times  G.  M.  times  sign  of  the  angle  of  inclination, 
we  find  that  G.  M.  in  this  case  works  out  to  0.61  feet;  that  is,  7.32 
inches. 

This  confirms  the  figure  I  have  already  given,  which  is  again  con- 
finned  by  another  omcial  determination  making  the  metacentric 
height  of  the  Protector  type  submerged  0.58  feet,  or  6.96  inches. 
Now,  of  course  the  metacentric  height  is  an  exact  measure  of  relative 
stability  only  when  the  displacements  are  equal,  and  if  the  dimensions 
of  the  122-ton  boat  were  to  be  expanded  so  as  to  make  the  displace- 
ment 174  tons,  the  disparity  between  the  metacentric  heights  would 
be  even  greater.  The  facts  which  I  have  given  in  the  bodv 
of  the  paper  and  reiterated  here  are  incontestable  and  susceptibfe 
of  proof.  If  they  conflict  with  the  theories  held  by  Mr.  Lake  and 
others,  it  is  unfortunate  for  the  theories.  The  prime  object  of  placing 
the  facts  before  this  society  was  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression 
which  has  arisen  from  the  repeated  publication  of  the  false  assump- 
tion that  the  diving  type  of  boat  must  necessarily  have  less  stability 
than  the  even-keel  type. 

As  it  was  the  aim  of  the  paper  to  deal  only  with  established  facts, 
it  will  not  be  profitable  to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  what  future 
developments  may  be  with  regard  to  the  question  of  stability. 
Whether  the  relative  stability  of  the  two  types  discussed  will  remain 
as  they  are  now,  or  whether  they  will  approach  each  ohter,  or  whether 
eventually  the  even-keel  type  will  require  more  stability,  is  a  matter 
that  can  not  be  determined  at  the  present  moment,  since  no  accurate 
data  is  available.  The  facts  as  tney  stand  at  present  conclusively 
demonstrate  that  the  best  known  tvpe  of  diving  boat  has  greater 
stability  than  the  best  known  type  of  even-keel  boat. 

Furtnermore,  that  the  stability  of  this  type  of  diving  boat  is  ample 
in  practice  and  certified  to  by  the  records  of  a  great  many  boats 
made  under  varied  conditions.  This  conclusion  can  be  easily  veri- 
fied by  reference  to  many  official  reports. 

Obviously,  no  designer  of  submarine  boats  can  afford  to  neglect  the 
(juestion  of  safety  and  he  must  provide  adequately  for  all  the  factors 
involved — strength,  stability,  etc.  After  this  is  done,  however,  the 
aim  should  be  toward  the  development  of  the  military  quaUties— 
speed,  endurance,  rapidity;  of  submergence,  armament,  etc.  It  is 
possible  to  build  a  suomarine  boat  which  is  practically  fool-proof,  as 
every  particular  kind  of  accident  which  may  happen  has  some  pos- 
sible remedy,  either  in  the  original  design  or  in  special  device,  but  by 
the  time  the  vessel  is  given  up  to  that  sort  of  thing  entirely  its  mih- 
tary  usefulness  is  destroyed. 

)L  It  was  not  part  of  my  original  intention  to  discuss  the  relative 
merits  and  demerits  of  the  system  of  submergence  used  by  Mr.  Lake 
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and  that  used  bv  the  rest  of  the  world.  As  the  subject,  however,  has 
been  introduced  into  the  discussion  in  ^  general  way,  it  may  serve 
to  clarifv  some  ideas  if  the  general  question  be  restated  in  particular 
form,  while  adhering  to  two  particular  and  established  types  of  boats 
for  which  we  have  accurate  data.  We  may  say,  "Which  is  better, 
a  boat  having  a. certain  amount  of  stability  and  dependent  entirely 
upon  that  to  maintain  its  longitudinal  axis  in  a  desired  plane,  and 
nothing  but  emergency  means  for  mechanically  changing  the  incli- 
nation of  its  axis,  or  a  boat  having  greater  staoility  and  fitted  with 
the  necessary  mechanical  means  For  overcoming  tnat  stabiUty  and 
so  controlling  absolutely  the  inclination  of  its  longitudinal  axis?** 
Obviously,  if  any  abnormal  forces,  either  exterior  or  interior,  %ct  to 
change  the  inclination,  the  second  vessel  will  be  in  much  the  better 
position  to  handle  the  situation.  When'  we  add  to  these  facts  the 
dlsparit}^  in  speeds,  endurances,  and  time  required  for  submergence^ 
the  question  appears  to  answer  itself. 

With  regard  to  what  I  may  term  the  historical  portion  of  Mr.  Lake's 
remarks,  tnere  are  many  views  expressed  ^ith  which  I  find  myself 
unable  to  agree.  However,  as  any  elaborate  discussion  of  such  his- 
torical matter  would  appear  to  be  out  of  place  before  a  scientific 
society  of  this  character,  I  shall  content  myself  here  merely  with  a  ' 
comment  on  one  or  two  points  which  seem  to  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  technical  side  of  this  Question. 

In  discussing  the  question  of  the  relative  importance  of  the  various 
features  of  design,  Mr.  Lake  quotes  a  circular  of  the  United  States 
Xavj-  Department,  dated  1893.  It  would  seem  pertinent  to  remark 
that  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run  on  that  circular,  and  that  that 
u*  the  view  taken  by  the  Navy  Department  is  apparent  from  the  fol- 
lowing quotation  from  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  (lp,ted  November 
30, 1903,  and  addrevssed  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company: 

MfTT'ms  to  the  third  paragraph  of  your  Ic  tter,  in  which  vou  lay  particular  ^t^l'Hfl 
on  on<*  of  tnp  carlicj't  circulars  issuinl  by  the  Department  relative  to  submarine  ves- 
-l'.  viz.  that  (latcni  April  17,  1893,  which  wa:;  prepare<i  b(  fore  the  Xavy  was  in  pos- 
-■^M>n  of  anv  tJiibniarine  vt»8HeLs,  and  when  th'»  practical  knowledge  as  to  tlie  require- 
's:*T.ifi  of  submarine  navijration  was  extremely  limited,  you  are  informed  that  the 
niniirenients  of  the  circular  aforesaid,  prepared  more  than  ion  yearn  a^o,  and  long 
-iLff  ^upe^.-»<-de<^  by  the  developments  of  the  art  of  submarine  naviiration,  are  not 
!>  \k'  consi«l<*r€'<l  in  any  nenso  a.^  a  basifi  of  the  pn^sent  competitive  trials  of  t»ubmarine 
vf^^f-y,  and  that  those  trialH  will  be  condu(  ted  in  the  lis^ht  of  all  the  information 
:••*•  avaiLible  sls  to  the  actual  nee<ls  of  ve.^x  Ls  enerapnl  in  tlie  various  oj^erations  of 
•I'Tairim*  warfare. 

.  M.  I^ubeuf ,  the  desimer  of  the  Narval,  will  probably  be  greatly  sur- 
prised to  find  that  he  drew  his  ideas  from  the  Argonaut^  especially  as 
the  latter  vessel  was  not  a  submarine  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word  in 
that  she  only  operated  on  the  surface  and  on  the  bottom,  where  she 
always  had  connection  with  the  atmosphere  through  the  hollow  mast. 
Mr.  Lake  is  .also  mistaken  in  thinking  that  the  Narval  marked  the 
abandonment  by  the  French  of  the  exclusive  use  of  the  stern  rudder, 
the  facts  being  that  the  experimental  work  of  the  (hjmnote  and  (rus- 
te'Y  7edee  resulted  in  similar  rudders  being  fitted  on  those  vessels 
prior  to  the  launcliing' of  the  Nanal.  It  might  be  well  here  to  note 
also  that  the  Narval  does  not  employ  the  so-called  hydroplane.  She 
is  fitted  with  bow  and  stem  rudders,  which  are  handled  independ* 
entlv,  and  she  incUnes  her  axis  when  submerging  and  rising.  The 
angfes  used,  however,  are  not  great,  since  the  rudders  are  independent 
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of  each  other  and  therefore  can  be  used  to  produce  not  only  a  turn- 
ing movement  about  the  center  of  CTavity,  but  a  vertical  thrust  m 
addition.  In  other  words,  in  actual  operation,  she  is  intermediate 
between  the  pure  diving  type  with  stem  rudders  only  and  the  pure 
even-keel  tyj)e,  operating  By  hydroplanes. 

In  conclusion,  in  view  oi  the  manv  misstatements  and  the  ^eat 
amount  of  misinformation  which  has  been  published  and  republished 
with  regard  to  the  character  and  achievements  of  submarine  boats,  I 
have  in  the  preparation  of  this  paper  endeavored  to  limit  myself 
so  far  as  possible  to  facts,  which  have  been  definitely  ascertained 
and  for  which  reliable  authority  can  be  given,  and  I  have  purposely 
excluHed  inferences  and  general  theories,  except  where  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  illustrate  a  point,  believing  that  each  member  of 
the  society  interested  in  the  subject  should  adjust  the  facts  to  the 
theory  in  liis  own  way  and  draw  his  own  inferences  and  conclusions 
from  the  results  whicfi  have  actually  been  accomphshed. 


House  of  Representatives, 
Select  Committee  Under  House  Resolution  288, 

Wedvesday,  Airril  15, 1908. 
The  committee  met  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present,  except  Mr.  Broussard. 
The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

TESTIMONY  OF  CLEMENT  S.  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Adams,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined^  testified  as 
follows: 

The  Chairman.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Howard  to  examine  Mr.  Adams. 

By  Mr.  Howard. 

Q.  Mr  Adams,  what  is  your  name,  age,  place  of  residence? — A. 
Clement  E.  Adams,  42,  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Have  you  lived  there  all  your  life,  Mr.  Adams? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  not.  I  have  been  away  from  Bridgeport  for  some  time  and 
recently  returned. 

Q.  When  did  you  return? — A.  In  January. 

Q.  What  year? — A.  This  year. 

Q.  What  are  you  doing  now? — A.  I  have  charge  of  the  books  of 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  What  books? — A.  Well,  the  books  of  account. 

Q.  What  is  the  oflicial  designation  of  your  position? — ^A.  Really,  I 
never  had  any  title.  I  have  been  subject  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake's  call 
wherever  he  wanted  me, 

Q.  Subject  to  what?—  A.  To  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  to  go, wherever  he 
wished  me. 

Q.  Are  you  related  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How? — A.  By  marriage  to  his  sister. 

Q.  Brother-in-law? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.' IIow^  long  have  you  been  married  in  the  family? — A.  Sixteen 
years. 

Q.  Prior  to  January  of  this  year  where  did  you  live,  Mr.  Adams?— 
A.  For  about  two  years  in  Washington. 

Q.  Immediately  preceding  this  removal  to  Bridgeport? — A.  Yes. 


NW. 
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Where  in  Washington  did  you  live  ? — A.  2007  Thirteenth  street 


Q.  How  were  you  employed  while  you  lived  there? — ^A.  I  had 
chaise  of  our  correspondence  and  various  other  duties  I  was  called 
on  to  attend  to  here  in  Washington;  merely  clerical  duties. 

Q.  You  mean  clerical  duties  pertaining  to  the  books? — ^A.  Of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Have  you  every  occupied  any  position  with  the  Lake  people  ? — 
A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Prior  to  your  occupation  at  Washington  where  were  you  living 
and  what  were" you  doing? — A.  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

Q.  Now  particularly  what  were  your  duties  here  in  Washington  for 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  people? — A.  Well,  I  held  the  office  down; 
really  took  care  of  the  correspondence. 

Q.  W^here  was  the  office  building? — 2\..  605  Colorado  Building. 

Q.  It  has  been  there  all  the  while  ? — A.  Yes. 

0.  Ever  since  they  have  had  a  Washington  office? — A.  Yes. 
Well,  previous  to  my  coming  to  Washington  it  was  618  in  the  same 
buildine. 

Q.  They  had  an  office  here  prior  to  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  ? — A.  In  the  same  building,  only  a  different  room. 

Q.  That  building  has  not  been  here  many  years,  has  it? — A.  It 
has  been  here  as  long  as  we  have  had  an  office  here. 

Q.  The  first  office  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  people  in  Washington 
then  was  in  the  Colorado  Building? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  else  besides  keep  the  office  down  and  at- 
tend to  the  correspondence  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  to  any  business  of  the  company  in  the  Navy 
Department?— A.  Never  had  any  connection  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  visits  to  the  Navy  Department  on  that 
basis? — ^A.*  I  think  I  was  in  the  Navy  Department  twice  to  deliver 
letters,  merely  hand  them  in. 

Q.  Letters  from  whom  to  whom? — ^A.  letters  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  our  vice-president,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  occasions? — A.  Well,  one  of  them  con- 
tained a  certified  statement  covering  model  trials.  I  really  do  not 
know  what  the  other  was;  I  can  not  recall  what  the  other  was. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  what  the  other  contained? — A.  No;  I  think 
not.  It  was  forwarded  from  Bridgeport,  I  believe,  and  requested  to 
deliver  it  in  person  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  You  made  no  other  visits  to  the  Navy  Department  on  account 
of  the  company? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  vou  have  any  acquaintances  in  the  Navy  Department — the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  communications  from  the 
Navy  Department  to  your  company  that  were  forwarded  either  to 
Bridgeport  or  to  Berlin,  to  any  person  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  part  of  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Skerrett  about 
receiving  communications  from  the  Navy  Department? — A.  I  have 
s^n  mention  in  the  newspapers  only  of  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  his  testimony  ?-^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  read  the  printed  reports  of  his  testimony? — A.  I 
kave  not  seen  the  printed  reports. 
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Q.  Did  you.  yourself,  ever  send  any  printed  matter  or  written 
matter  to  Briageport,  coining  from  the  Navy  Department? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Of  any  kind? — A.  Well,  I  sent  some  copies  of  proposals  for 
submitting  submarine  boats. 

Q.  From  the  Navy  Department? — ^A.  From  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Proposals  of  what  effect? — ^A.  Blank  proposals  printed  by  the 
Department  for  submitting  boats  for  trials. 

(5-  You  have  no  knowledge  whatever,  then,  of  any  report  or  other 
matter  being  sent  from  the  Navy  Department  to  your  company? — ^A. 
No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  To  Mr.  Skerrett  or  any  other  person? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

O.  Were  you  present  at  any  trials  of  the  Lake  boats  off  Ne^-port  I — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  present  at  any  trial  of  a  Lake  boat? — ^A.  No 
public  demonstration. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  present  at  any  private  trials? — A.  Merely  the 
testing  out  of  the  boats. 
.  Q.  Were  you  present  on  such  an  occasion  as  that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  it;  what  was  the  boat? — A.  I  was  on  the  Simon 
Lake  10,  at  Newport  News. 

Q.  When?— A.  That  was  about  1905,  or  the  latter  part  of  1905,  as 
I  recall  it. 

Q.  Did  you  go  down  in  them? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  else  did  beside  her  crew — ^whether  there 
were  any  guests? — A.  Yes;  we  had  on  board  several  foreign  repre- 
sentatives. 

Q.  Anyone  else? — ^A.  No  one  except  the  emplovees  of  the  company. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  more  than  one  of  those  tests? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  at  one  only. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Lilley  in  the  party  that  went  down  at  that  time? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  invited  to  be,  within  your  knowledge? — ^A.  No;  that  is 
in  1905.  I  nev€fr  hoard  Mr.  Lilley's  name  connected  A^dth  subma- 
rines at  that  time. 

Q.  You  are  positive  of  it,  he  was  not  a  guest? — ^A.  Oh,  yes;  posi- 
tive. 

Q.  He  did  not  go  down  on  the  occasion  you  refer  to? — A.  No;  we 
had  nothing  but  foreign  representatives  on  board  at  that  time. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  present  or  did  y^ou  participate  in  any  entertain- 
ment in  Washington  City  of  any  Members  of  Congress  by  the  Lake 
boat  people? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  Were  you  ever  present  at  an  ent/crtainment  of  Members  of  Con- 
gress from  Connecticut  by  the  Lake  boat  people? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  vou  ever  present  at  an  entertainment  of  Members  of  Con- 
grcvss  from  Connecticut  in  Washington  by  the  Lake  boat  people? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  j^ou  ever  present  at  any  entertainment  of  any  Member  of 
Congress  at  anywhere? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  extend  any  invitation  to  any  Member  of  Congress  on 
behalf  of  the  Lake  boat  people? — A.  Never;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Any  form  or  manner  of  entertainment  in  Washington? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  recall  the  making  of  any  contract  between  the  Navy 
Department  and  the  Lake  Boat  Company  for  the  boat  now  con- 
tracted for? — ^A.  I  was  not  in  Washington  at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  fact  connected  wth  obtaining  that  con- 
tract I — A.  In  what  manner? 

Q.  In  this  manner:  Did  you  go  to  the  Navy  Department,  either 
alone  or  in  company  with  any  attorney  or  representative  of  the  Lake 
company,  to  insist  that  they  should  be  given  one  of  those  contracts,  or 
some  portion  of  that  appropriation  for  a  Lake  boat  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  arguments  that  were  made,  or  present 
and  heard  any  arguments  madle  at  the  Navy  Department  on  behalf 
of  the  Lake  Boat  ('ompany  in  connection  with  such  contract  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  Attomey-Generars  office  when  the 
question  was  argued  before  him  or  presented  to  him  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1906  and  1907? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

p.  Did  you  have  any  knowledge  that  any  such  proposition  was 
being  made  to  the  Attorney-General,  either  by  counsel  or  anv  official 
of  the  Lake  Boat  Company? — A.  Yes;  I  knew  that  such  thing  did 
take  place. 

Q.  ^Vhat  did  that  knowledge  consist  of;  what  was  it  that  you 
knew? — A.  I  knew  that  they  had  petitioned  the  Secretary  to  ask 
for  an  opinion  by  the  Attorney-General. 

Q.  Now,  how  did  you  know  that? — A.  Well,  by  conversation  with 
other  parties  connected  with  the  company. 

Q.  VFhat  other  parties;  who  particularly? — A.  Mr.  J.  C.'Lake. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  Mr.  I^ake  said  to  you  or  what  you  heard 
him  say  to  others  on  that  subject? — A.  No;  only  that  the  Secretary 
had  consented  to  present  the  matter  to  the  Attorney-General. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  about  how  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  come  to  consent  to  submit  the  questions  to  the  Attorney- 
General? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  interviews  that  he  had  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  on  that  subject? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  submit  that  Question? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  more  do  you  know  about  it  than  Mr.  Lakers  statement 
to  vou,  J.  C.  Lake's  statement  to  you  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
ha(l  consented  to  submit  it  to  the  Attomey-General? — A.  That  is 
about  all. 

Then  and  where  was  that  statement  made  to  you? — A.   Made 
J.C.Lake? 

Q.  Yes- — ^A.  In  our  Washington  office. 

Q.  Do  vou  remember  about  what  time? — A.  No;  some  time 
shortly  before  the  affair  took  place.  i 

Q.  Shortly  before  what? — ^A.  Shortly  before  the  matter  was  pre- 
*«nted  to  the  Attomey-General. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  that  was? — A.  No,  I  do  not;  I  do  not 
recall  the'date. 

0.  Can  you  recall  the  month  about,  the  season  of  the  year? — A. 
Well,  it  was  in  the  sununer  of  this  year,  as  I  understand  it. 

Q-  Of  this  year?— A.  Of  the  year  1907. 

Q.  Do'you  remember  what  part  of  the  summer? — A.  No,  sir. 
t 


Q.  Wl 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  who  was  present  when  this  was  said  to  you! — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it? — A.  It  may  have  been  a  private  conversation  between  the  two 
of  us. 

CJ.  Was  it  or  not? — A.  I  can  not  recall  whether  it  was  or  not  at 
this  time. 

Q.  It  was  regarded  as  an  important  occurrence,  was  it  not? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  The  first  one  of  the  kind  that  you  had  ever  had  in  the  history 
of  the  company? — A.  Of  that  character,  yes. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean  by  kind.  HaS  there  been  some  consid- 
erable effort  to  bring  it  a^o  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  effort  was 
ma<le. 

Q.  Yo'i  have  no  knowledge  that  any  effort  was  being  made  in  that 
direction? — A.  I  knew  there  was  something  going  on,  but  I  wai?  not 
familiar  with  the  facts  at  all,  as  it  was  oit  of  my  line.  I  did  not 
bother  with  that  part  of  the  business. 

Q.  Yon  felt  some  little  more  interest  than  the  transpiring  of  the 
office  hojrs  in  the  success  of  the  company,  did  vou  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Took  note  of  some  matters  not  particifarly  connected  with 
holding  the  office  down? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  yoM  know  anything  of  the  efforts  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  made 
about  this  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Attorney-General? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  visited  any  of  the  officials  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  {predisposing  them 
to  intercede  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  do  this  thing? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Lake  and  his 
counsel  or  any  other  person? — A.  No;  I  did  not.* 

Q.  How  long  was  Mr.  Lake  here  at  that  time?-— A.  Mr.  Lake  spent 
his  time  between  Bridgeport  and  Washingjton;  1  do  not  remember 
how  long  he  stayed  at  eitner  place  at  the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  that  summer  whether  he  spent  a  considerable 
part  of  the  time  here  in  Washington? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  how  much  of  it? — A.  No;  I  can  not  tell  you 
offhand. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  he  was  here  in  Washington  for  several 
months  at  that  time? — A.  He  was  here  at  intervals  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer. 

Q.  Simon  Lake  was  not  here  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he? — A.  Somewhere  in  Europe. 

Q.  J.  C.  Lake  was  practically  in  control  of  the  interests  of  the 
company  here  in  Washington  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  the  hired  official  of  the  company  in  charge  of  matters 
at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  as  a  fact  that  he  did  not  leave  Washington  until 
after  the  Attorney -General  had  rendered  an  opinion  in  the  matter? — 
A.  I  do  not  recall  the  date  now.  Mr.  Lake  left  Washington  some 
time  in  July  and  he  was  away  more  or  less  from  that  time  on. 

Q.  How  long  would  he  remain  away  from  going  until  the  return- 
ing?— A.  Sometimes  it  would  be  two  or  three  weeks. 
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Q.  When  he  was  gone  how  were  you  employed  ? — A.  Merely  look- 
in|r  aft^r  the  correspondence. 

Q.  Writing  letters?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  your  own  dictation  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  and  what  about? — A.  Well,  it  was  mostly  the  expend- 
itures of  our  office,  petty  cash  expenditures  and  possibly  passing  on 
communications  to  the  Department. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  but  two  of  those  communications? — A.  No; 
I  am  not  speaking  about  personally.  You  asked  me  before  if  I  per- 
sonallv  Tisit<»<l  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  T  asked  you  about  personal  visits,  you  said  there  were  two  in  the 
two  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  were  other  communications  then  in  writing  to  the  Navy 
Department?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  they  of  your  own  origination? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  they;  what  was  the  nature  of  them? — A.  I  can  not 
tell  without  referring  to  our  correspondence. 

Q.  You  had  no  Contracts  with  the  Government? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  building  no  boats  for  the  Government? — A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  seeking  opportunity  to  do  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  what  was  the  correspondence  about? — A.  Of  course  we 
were  trying  to  get  business  from  the  Government. 

Q.  It  was  for  torpedo  boats,  submarine-boat  business,  was  it  not? — 
A.  Ye.s;  and  we  were  having  certain  model  trials  running  in  their 
model  tank. 

Q.  That  was  down  at  the  navy-yard? — A.  Yes;  it  all  went  through 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  hands. 

Q.  You  wrote  letters  about  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  merely  forwarding 
of  the  correspondence. 

Q.  Did  you  write  any  letters  in  forw^arding  this  correspondence;  did 
you  write  any  yourself  connected  with  it? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Of  your  own  production? — A.  I  think  so;  yes. 

Q.  UTiat  did  you  say  about  it? — A.  Passing  on  inclosures. 

Q.  Could  those  letters  not  have  gone  tm^ough  the  mail  from 
Bridc:eport  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  been  as  inteUigibly 
handled  without  your  additional  communications  noting  that  they 
were  thereby  transmitted? — A.  It  mi^ht  possibly;  yes. 

Q.  If,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  communication  was  gotten  up  at  Bridge- 
port about  a  matter  of  that  kind  and  you  did  nothing  except  to  receive 
It  at  the  Washington  office  and  remail  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
if  it  did  not  originally  contain  some  intelligent  thing,  it  never  got 
intelligent  tiling  into  it  from  anything  that  you  did,  did  it? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  I  merely  wanted  to  know  what  the  extent  of  the  business  was 
during  those  two  years  that  you  were  in  charge  of  the  office  here,  fully 
^iehteen  months  of  which  you  had  no  contract  with  the  Government  ? — 
A.  Well,  a  great  part  of  tnat  time  also  was  taken  up  with  Mr.  Lake's 
private  affairs. 

Q.  HLs  private  affairs  directed  by  you  from  here? — A.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  Patent  Office. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  you  do  in  connection  with  it? — A.  Well,  I  got 
up  his  patent  specifications. 

Q.  Are  you  an  attorney? — A.  No;  I  am  not. 

Q.  Are  you  skilled  in  patent  matters? — A.  No. 
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Q.  What  part,  then,  of  his  patent  application  did  you  make  up  and 
get  out? — A.  The  applications,  typewnting,  etc. 

Q.  Did  you  do  the  original  work  connected  with  the  application) — 
A.  No. 

Q.  You  merely  copied  what  somebody  else  told  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  private  matter  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  employed  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  I — 
A.  And  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake. 

Q.  Who  paid  you  a  part  of  your  salary? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  now  many  patent  applications  did  you  assist  in  preparing 
or  copying  or  have  to  do  with  filing  in  that  time? — ^A.  Well,  I  sup{>ose 
we  got  out  a*  dozen  or  more. 

Q.  Who  assisted  you  in  the  matter,  or  in  any  of  those  patent 
rights? — ^A.  Mr.  Lakers  patent  attorney. 

O.  What  part  of  the  work  did  you  do,  Mr.  Adams? — A.  Well,  I 
had  charge  of  Mr.  Lake's  accounts. 

Q.  He  did  not  remain  here  permanently,  he  was  only  occasionally 
here  and  occasionally  at  Bridgeport? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  his  home? — A.  Mr.  Lake's  home  is  supposed  to-be  in 
Rutherford,  N.  J.;  that  was  his  legal  residence. 

Q.  Where  did  he  actually  spend  the  time? — ^A.  Hotel  Cochran. 

Q.  Where?— A.  Here  in  Washington,  but  he  has  been  traveling  a 
great  deal  with  Mrs.  Lake,  who  was  in  ill  health. 

Q.  During  those  two  years? — A.  A  part  of  that  time. 

Q.  Now,  when  he  was  not  traveling? — ^A.  He  stopped  both  in 
Bridgeport  and  Washington.  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  he  left  New  York  m  the  month  of  March? — 
A.    1  es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  before  he  left  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where?— A.  At  the  Hotel  Belmont. 

Q.  When?— A.  On  the  evening  of  the  17th. 

Q.  You  saw  him  there  on  the  evening  of  the  17th? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  he  leave?— A.  Sailed  on  the  18th. 

Q.  \Miat  on? — ^A.  On  the  Southern  Pacific  steamer. 

Q.  For  what  port  ? — A.  New  Orleans. 

Q.  You  know  that  he  sailed  on  the  19th? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  ?  — A.  I  knew  he  was  booked  for  that  steamer, 
and  we  received  postal  cards  from  him  from  New  Orleans  upon  his 
arrival,  or  from  Mrs.  Lake. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  he  arrived  in  New  Orleans? — A.  I  think  it 
was  Marcli  23 ;  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  stopped  in  New  Orleans? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Did  vou  communicate  with  him  ? — A.  I  wrote  to  to  him  at  the 
general  delivery  at  New  Orleans. 

Q.  When  did  vou  write? — A.  Sometime  between  the  18th  and  the 
23d. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  between  the  18th  and  23d,  particu- 
larly? -A.  What  (lay? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No;  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  (lay  was  he  to  arrive  in  New  Orleans  if  the  ship  took  the 
schedule  time? — A.  That  really  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  him  aliout  that  incident  of  the  trip? — ^A.  No. 
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Q.  At  the  Belmont? — A.  Talked  to  him  of  the  mcident  of  the  trip? 

Q.  As  to  when  he  was  going  to  arrive  at  New  Orieans? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  he  was  going  to  remain  in  New  Orieans,  or  where  he 
was  going  to  stay  when  he  reached  New  Orieans,  or  where  he  was  going 
to  go  when  he  left  New  Orieans,  or  when  he  expected  to  return  back; 
did  Tou  talk  to  him  about  any  one  of  those  things?— A.  Yes;  I  talked 
to  hSm,  but  he  had  no  programme  mapped  out;  they  were  to  go  just 
as  they  felt  like,  stop  wnere  they  wanted  to  and  move  on  as  they  felt 
the  change  w^ould  benefit  Mrs.  Lake. 

0.  Move  in  any  directon  ? — A.  Their  intention  was  mapped  out  for 
Habana  and  possibly  the  Bermudas  and  Jamaica  before  they  re- 
turned. 

Q.  Were  you  with  him  when  he  purchased  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you. see  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  conditions  and  destination  of  his  ticket? — ^A. 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  not  inquire  about  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  New  York  before  he  left? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When? — A.  I  returned  to  Bridgeport  on  the  midnight  train  on 
the  17th. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  purchased  his  ticket 
on  the  17th? — A.  No;  he  left  Bridgeport  on  the  16th,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  arranging  for  his  passage  that  afternoon. 

Q.  He  did  not  do  that,  did  he? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  did  not? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  saw  him  on  the  17th? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Saw  him  at  his  hotel  in  New  York?--;-A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  alone  or  was  your  wife  with  you? — A.  No;  I  went 
down  to  meet  Mrs.  Lake. 

Q,  You  went  alone? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  not  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  when  you  saw  him  on 
the  17th  that  ne  had  purchased  his  ticket? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not 
inquire  of  him  and  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  volunteer  the  information? — A.  No,  sir. 

(^.  What  time  on  the  17th  was  it  that  you  saw  him? — A.  From  9 
until  12  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  purchased  his  ticket 
in  the  forenoon? — A.  I  did  not  ask  him  any  question  regarding  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  he  purchased  his  ticket  from  New  i  ork  to  New 
fWeans  to  Habana,  and  it  was  a  sixty-day  ticket  with  stop-over  privi- 
lege at  New  Orleans? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  what  kind  of  a 
ticket  it  was. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  that  ticket  did  not  take 
Mm  to  Bermuda  or  to  any  other  place  than  Habana  and  from  Habana 
it  carried  him  back  to  New  York? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what 
kind  of  a  ticket  it  was;  no. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  discuss  the  details  of  his  trip? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
*>nt  do9m  merely  to  see  Mrs.  Lake,  whom  I  had  not  seen  for  several 
nionths. 

Q.  Did  he  leave  any  word  with  you  as  to  where  he  was  going,  how 
lon^he  would  remain,  what  was  to  oe  done  with  the  mail,  or  any  other 
busmess  matter? — A.  He  told  me  to  address  him  at  the  general 
delivery  at  New  Orleans. 

Q.  How  long? — A.  He  did  nol  say  how  long. 


1162  HEARINGS   ON    HOUSE   BESOLUTION   288. 

Q.  You  heard  from  Mrs.  Lake  from  New  Orleans  'i — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  after  they  had  arrived  ?-^A.  She  mailed  the  letter 
upon  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans. 

Q.  Give  you  any  information  as  to  how  long  she  was  going  io 
stay? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  where  they  would  go? — A.  She  did  not  say  where  she  would 
stop. 

6.  Was  Mrs.  Adams  at  home  in  Bridgeport? — ^A.  No,  sir;  she  was 
in  Washington. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  information  she  had  about  where  her 
mother  was  going  and  how  long  she  was  going  to  remain  ? — A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  communication  from  Mr.  Lake  himself 
wmle  he  was  at  New  Orleans? — A.  Yes;  I  received  just  a  short  note. 

Q.  Did  it  relate  to  the  business  of  the  company? — ^A.  No;  he 
merely  wondered  w^hy  w^e  did  not  write  to  him. 

Q.  Had  there  been  a  death  in  the  family  during  his  absence  I — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  that  been  communicated  to  him? — A.  We  mailed  the 
death  notice  to  him  after  we  received  notice  that  they  were  going  to 
Habana.     We  mailed  it  to  Habana. 

Q.  Now,  then,  when  did  you  get  the  notice  that  he  was  going  to 
Habana? — A.  We  received  that,  I  suppose,  somewhere  alK)ut  the 
7th  or  8th. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  that,  what  was  that? — ^A.  It  was  merely  on 
a  postal  card. 

Q.  Did  that  give  you  any  other  date,  or  destination  for  Habana  or 
beyond  Habana? — ^A.  No;  he  merely  said,  ** address  us  general  de- 
livery at  Habana.'' 

Q.  For  how  long? — A.  He  did  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  send  him  any  letters  except  the  two  that  you  men- 
tion?— A.  I  remailed  him  some  of  his  mail. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  by  special  delivery? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  telegrams  to  him? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  telegrams  from  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  oflicer  of  the  company  at  Bridgeport  who 
had  instructions  or  information  about  where  Mr.  Lake  was  and  what 
his  itinerary  was? — A.  No,  I  do  not  think  any  of  us  knew  where  he 
was  going. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  to  know? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Had  you  curiosit}^  on  the  subject? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Had  your  family  interest  in  the  matter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  got  no  more  information  than  you  have  given  me?— 
A.  No  more  at  all. 

Q.  You  found  it  a  dry  subject  when  you  got  to  talking  to  him. 
Now  when  did  that  death  occur  and  who  died? — ^A.  That  was  Mr. 
Simon  Lake's  grandmother. 

Q.  Where  did  she  live  and  die? — A.  Pleasantville,  N.  J.      • 

Q.  When  did  you  get  the  information  of  the  death  ? — ^A.  It  was  on 
the  Tuesday  previous  to  the  funeral,  which  was  two  weeks  ago 
Wednesday. 

Q.  You  sent  him  the  information  after  she  was  buried? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  forwarded  the  letters. 
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Q.  The  relationship  was  exactly  that  of  being  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
J.  C.Lake  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  present  Mrs.  J.  C.  Lake?— A.  No. 

Q.  The  first  Mrs.  J.  C.  Lake?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  She  was  then  or  had  been  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake's  mother-in-law? — A» 
Yes. 

Q.  Not  the  mother  of  the  present  Mrs.  Lake? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Lake  is  now? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  \Vhere? — ^A.  What  time  is  it?  [Witness  looking  at  watch.]  He 
is  at  the  Grand  Union  Hotel,  New  York,  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  How  do  you  know? — A.  I  met  him  at  New  York  last  night. 
He  arrived  from  Habana  yesterday  afternoon  and  was  to  leave  on 
the  3  o'clock  train  for  Bridgeport  to-day. 

Q.  You  were  more  interested  in  his  arrival  than  his  departure, 
tpparentlv. — ^A.  I  did  not  know  that  he  arrived  until  he  'phoned  to  me, 

Q.  He  phoned  to  you  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  what  eflFeet?— A.  That  they  had  arrived. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  to  meet  him? — A.  I  told  him  I  was  going  to  Wash- 
ington to-night  and  I  would  stop  and  see  them.  He  was  not  aware 
tliat  he  was  wanted  in  Washington  at  all.  He  had  not  received  any 
of  my  letters  that  I  had  forwarded  to  him.  All  the  mail  that  he  had 
received  was  one  newspaper. 

Q.  How  did  he  come  to  mention  that? — A.  He  wondered  why  we 
had  not  written  to  him. 

Q.  What  excuse  did  you  give  him? — A.  We  did  not  know  where 
to  write  to  him. 

Q,  Oh,  but  you  did.  You  knew  the  general  delivery  at  New 
Orieans  and  general  deliverjr  at  Habana? — A.  I  wrote  to  him  at  New 
Orleans,  but  ne  did  not  receive  my  letters. 

Q.  Did  it  occur  to  neither  of  you  when  you  were  arranging  in  New 
York  to  write  to  him  to  make  the  address  more  specific  than  the  general 
delivery  of  a  large  citv  post-office? — A.  He  did  not  know  where  he 
would  stop  in  New  Orleans. 

Q.  He  Knew  he  would  be  at  New  Orleans  and  then  he  complained 
l)ecaiise  he  did  not  get  letters? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  newspaper  he  received? — A.  It  was  one  of  the 
local  Bridgeport  papers. 

Q.  How  did  that  reach  him? — A.  Addressed  to  the  general  delivery 
at  New  Orleans. 

Q.  Did  you  send  it  to  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  purpose  in  sending  him  that  paper  ? — A.  Merely 
to  keep  him  informed  of  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  \\Tiat  was  going  on? — A.  I  do  not  remember  what  was  in  the 
P*P«*r.    It  was  one  of  the  papers  commenting  on  this  investigation. 

Q.  Did  it  comment  on  the  fact  that  he  was  wanted^ — A.  No,  sir. 

Q  So  that  he  did  not  get  the  informati(m  that  he  was  wanted  ( — 
A.  Xo,  sir.     He  did  not  know  that  he  was  wanted. 

Q-  Did  he  not  know  the  investigation  was  pending? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  not  know  it  was  an  investigation  about  a  corporation 
that  he  was  connected  with? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Did  he  not  know  it  was  an  investigation  of  subject-matter  that 
he  was  very  considerably  interested  in? — ^A.  Possibly. 

Q.  Didn't  he  make  an  affidavit  that  related  to  the  investigation 
oefore  he  left  for  New  Orleans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  he  take  the  trouble  to  do  that  in  anticipation  of  his  ab- 
sence?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  made  no  arrangement  to  have  any  news  sent  to  him  about 
it  at  all? — A.  Nothing  further  than  what  I  have  stated. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  with  him  at  Habana? — A.  I  wrote  him 
a  letter  at  Habana. 

O.  Any  other  members  of  the  company  writ«  to  him  at  Habana? — 
A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  did  you  write  to  him  at  Habana? — ^A.  Notified  him  of  his 
mother-in-law^s  death. 

Q.  Anythinjr  else? — A.  Yes;  I  told  him  that  they  had  been  trying 
to  serve  a  subpoena  on  him. 

Q.  Anything  else? — ^A.  No;  I  think  not. 

Q.  How  did  he  explain  that  he  came  to  return  when  he  did  in  your 
conversation  with  him  last  night? — ^A.  He  claimed  that  that  was  his 
original  intention. 

Q.  To  come  back  at  the  time  he  did? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  over  the  route  that  he  came? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  tell  you  anv  of  that  when  he  left? — ^A.  No. 

d.  Because  his  plans  had  not  been  fixed?  Do  you  mean  to  be 
imaerstood  that  his  plans  had  not  been  matured,  or  that  they  had 
been  matured  and  not  been  communicated  to  you? — A.  Well,  they 
had  not  been  communicated  to  me. 

Q.  Where  is  he  now? — ^A.  I  suppose  in  New  York. 

Q.  You  looked  at  your  watch  and  you  said  you  could  tell  pre- 
cisely?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  is  he  going  t9  be  in  New  York? — ^A.  He  will  leave  for 
Bridgeport  on  the  3  aclock  train. 

Q.  How  long  will  he  be  in  Bridgeport? — ^A.  He  will  remain  there 
until  he  is  wanted  here.  Mr.  Lake  was  going  to  come  down  with  me 
last  evening  as  soon  as  he  found  he  was  wanted;  he  suggested  coming 
down,  but  1  suggested  to  him  that  he  wait  over;  that  possibly  you 
might  not  want  him  until  next  week. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  generally  this  question:  Was  any  other  oflScer  of 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  Washington,  or  in  this  country, 
who  had  authority  to  deal  with  the  matter  or  that  contract  with  the 
Navy  Department  during  the  time  that  the  matter  was  under  consid- 
eration by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Attorney-General?— 
A.  I  do  not  think  that  there  was;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  in  Europe — I  mean  Simon  Lake  was  at  that 
time  in  Europe? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  no  authority  to  make  that  contract  and  did  not 
undertake  to  do  anything  connected  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

O.  Do  you  know  any  other  officer  of  the  corporation  who  had  any 
authority  to  act  in  the  matter  except  J.  C.  Lake? — A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  he  alone  of  the  officers  of  the 
company  transacted  the  business  that  resulted  in  that  Lake  Boat 
contract? — A.  He  directed  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

Q.  Directed  all  of  the  affairs  of  the  company?— A.  On  this  side. 

Q.  And  that  was  its  chief  affair? — A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Does  Mr.  Olmsted  desire  to  ask  the  witness  any 
questions  ? 
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By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  When   did   you  give   up  your  office   here   in   Washington? — 
A.  (xive  up  inv  position  here  m  Washington  or  the  office? 

Q.  When  dfd  you  change  your  business  headauarters  from  Wash- 
inorion  to  Bridgeport? — A.  Some  time  in  the  middle  of  January. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Bridgeport  in  the  middle  of  January? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  have  been  there  ever  since  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  IIow  long  had  you  been  in  W^ashington  prior  to  January  15, 
VJOXt — A.  I  came  to  Washington  on  the  1st  of  June,  1906. 

Q.  And  vou  were  here  then  continuously  from  June  1,  1906,  to  the 
middle  of  January,  1908? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  present  in  Washington  during  that  period  all  the  time 
<>r  part  of  the  time  representing  the  Lake  Boat  Company,  or  its 
interests? — A.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  the  managing  officer. 

Q.  Who  else  was  here  in  Washington  representing  the  interests 
of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  from  June,  1906,  to  January, 
11*08,  all  the  time  or  any  part  of  the  time? — A.  Mr.  NeflF  was  connected 
vith  us. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  No  one,  except  myself. 

Q.  Was  there  no  one  here  at  all  looking  after  the  affairs  of  the 
Lake  Boat  Company  during  that  period? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  one  here  helping  to  try  to  get  the  contracts  for  it? — A, 
Except  our  local  attorney. 

Q.  Who  was  that?— A.  Mr.  Thurston. 

Q.  Yes,  we  know  about  him.  You  say  nobody  else  was  here  at 
all?-A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  anybody  else  come  here  to  Washington  to  help  to  get 
that  contract,  or  take  some  part  in  it? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  Yotu*  office  was  in  the  office  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany?--A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No  one  in  all  that  period  came  into  your  office  but  the  three 
sentlemen  you  have  named? — A.  Oh,  I  won't  say  that. 

Q.  How  many  rooms  does  your  office  occupv? — ^A.  Two. 

Q.  What  office  force  have  you,  what  clerks,  stenographers,  and 
t>*pewriters? — A.  There  was  no  one  but  Mr.  NeflF,  A&.  Ijake,  and 
myself. 

Q.  Then  do  you  mean  to  say  w4th  the  exception  of  you  three  gen- 
tlemen, and  Senator  Thurston  nobody  else  came  into  your  office  iA  all 
that  period  on  business  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Company? — A.  We 
had  various  other  business  men  here. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — ^A.  Towel  supply  men. 

Q.  Anvthing  more  important?  We  are  getting  something  now, 
that  is  about  the  first  we  have  had  from  you.  WTio  else?  Does  the 
l^e  Torpedo  Company  keep  a  regular  towel  supply  man? — ^A.  I 
^an  not  tell  vou  who  came  in  now  in  the  office. 

Q.  Now,  don't  you  know  that  there  were  other  people  here  coming 
to  Washington  to  just  get  that  contract? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know  oT 
anyone,  excepting  the  people  I  have  told  you. 

Q.  You  were  here  in  December,  1907? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  a  banquet  given  in  that  month,  given  by  Mr. 
Lake,  or  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — A.  Yes,  I  remember 
hparing  something  about  it. 

Q.  Xow,  no  person  was  there  except  you  four? — ^A.  I  was  not  there. 
:«799— FT  XII— 08 1 
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Q.  You  have  heard  that  there  was  one  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  were  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  it  held  ? — A.  I  understand  at  the  Hotel  Willard. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  it?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  say  you  keep  the  accounts,  don't  you  know  who  paid  for 
it?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whose  account  was  it  charged  to  ? — A.  I  have  only  had  chaise 
of  the  books  of  the  company  since  the  middle  of  January. 

Q.  Who  had  them  before  that  ? — A.  A  party  bv  the  name  of  Dean. 

Q.  Where  was  he;  where  did  you  keep  the  books? — A.  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Who  kept  the  books  here? — A.  1  did. . 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  books  in  which  you  kept  an  account  of  that 
banquet? — A.  No,  sir.     I  did  not  handle  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  send  the  account  to  Mr.  Dean? — A.  I  know  nothing 
about  the  banquet,  or  expenditures,  or  anything  else  in  connection 
with    it. 

Q.  Didn't  you  hear  it  talked  over  in  the  office? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  how  did  you  come  to  hear  about  it  at  all,  how  did  you 
know  there  was  one,  tell  us  how  you  knew? — ^A.  Well,  I  do  not  know 
how  I  knew,  excepting  that 

Q.  Why  hesitate?  It  is  not  a  very  serious  matter,  tell  us  about 
it? — A.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  about  the  banquet. 

Q.  You  heard  about  it. — A.  I  knew  there  was  such  a  tiling  going, 
yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  know,  whom  did  you  hear  talk  about  it? — A.  I  do 
not  recall,  I  do  not  know  who  told 

Q.  Whom  did  you  hear  talk? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  there  was  a  banquet? — (No  answ^er.) 

Q.  We  are  willing  to  wait  a  good  long  time  for  an  answer,  but  it  is 
a  very  simple  question. — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  in  the  newspapers? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  now,  just  tell  us  how^  you  knew  about  it.  Do  j'ou  decline 
to  tell? — A.  No;  I  do  not  decline  to  tell;  I  do  not  recall  now  I  came 
by  the  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  were  present? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  \ATiat  papers  did  you  fon\^ard  to  Mr.  Skerrett  when  he  was 
abroad  ? — A.  I  never  forwarded  any  papers. 

Q.  What  papers  did  you  forward  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake  when  he  was 
abroad  ?— A.  I  forwarded  various  papers. 

Q.  What  were  they? — A.  In  connection  with  our  company,  I  do 
not  know  what  all  they  were,  simply  some  papers. 

Q.  Did  you  read  Mr.  Skerrett's  testimony? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  about  it  in  the  newspapers? — A.  I  read  about  it 
in  the  newspapers. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  telling  some  party  that  you  fon^arded 
those  papers? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Webber  that  you  forwarded  it? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  are  very  positive  about  that,  are  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  be  very  certain  about  that;  I  wall  sa}-  to 
you  now  that  your  recollection  and  Mr.  Webber's  do  not  agree,  so  I 
will  ask  you  to  refresh  your  memory? — A.  All  right. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  Mr.  Webber  that  you  forwarded? — A.  I  do 
not^recall  telling  Mr.  Webber  that  I  ever  forwarded  anything. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  ever  seeing  Mr.  Webber? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Having  any  conversation  witli  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  In  Bridgeport? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  iVnd  you  say  you  did  not  tell  him  anything  about  forwarding 
any  papers  to  anvbody  there;  to  Mr.  Skerrett  or  to  Mr.  Lake  or  any- 
body else? — A.  iJo,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  made  an  aflidavit? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  'VNTien  was  it?— A.  March  16. 

Q.  How  do   you  remember   the   date? — A.  I   made   an   affidavit 
myself  oh  that  day. 
Q.  On  the  same  date? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  it? — A.  It  was  turned  OA^er  to  Mr.  Simon 
Like.  • 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Simon  Lake  sign  his  name  to  that  affidavit? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  was  it? — A.  Judge  Foster's  office,  in  Bridgeport. 
Q.  Who  were  present? — A.  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  and 
Capt.  C.  D.  Wallace  and  myself. 
Q.  Now  who  drew  the  affidavit? — A.  Carl  Foster. 
Q.  Who  was  the  notary  before  whom  it  was  made? — ^A.  Mr.  Foster. 
Q.  He  prepared  the  affidavit  and  he  was  also  the  notaiy  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  say  that  you  made  an  affidavit  at  the  same  time? — A.  Yes. 
Q-  How  did  you  come  to  make  an  affidavit? — A.  Through  the 
reauest  of  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  What  w^as  done  with  that  affidavit? — A.  That  was  turned  over 
to  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 
Q.  Who  drew  that  up  ? — A.  The  same  party. 
Q.  \Ir.  Foster?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  memory  is  very  good  about  that;  can't  you  remember 
anybody  who  came  into  your  office  in  Washington  during  those  two 
vears? — ^A.  Yes;  the  party  who  is  the  subject  of  that  affidavit  came 
in  quite  frequently. 
Q.  Mr.  Archibald?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  remember  him  now  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
Q.  Who  else  ? — ^A.  I  can  not  recall  every  one. 
Q.  Anybody  at  all?    The  towel  man  and  Archibald  were  all  that 
you  remember? — A.  No;  we  had  various  naval  attaches  call  at  dif- 
ferent times- 
Q.  Do  you  remember  any  Americans  who  called? — (No  answer.) 
Q.  Do  you  or  do  you  not? — A.  Well,  Mr.  Thurston's  party  called 
frequently;  I  can  not  tell  you  who  else. 
Q.  Any  Member  of  Congress  call  ? — A.  No ;  not  to  my  recollection. 
Q-  You  are  positive  about  that? — A.  Y^es,  sir. 
Q.  When  did  Mr.  Archibald  call?— A.  Well,  he  first  called  in  the 
'^uimner  of  1906,  shortly  after  I  arrived  in  Washington. 

Q.  What  did  he  waiit,  what  did  he  say? — A.  He  wanted  informa- 
tion r^arding  the  Lake  boats. 
Q.  Kd  you  give  it  to  him? — ^A.  Y'es. 

Q.  What  didyou  give  him? — ^A.  Some  of  our  printed  pamphlets. 
Q.  When  did  he  call  next? — A.  Well,  he  was  a  frequent  visitor, 
two  or  three  times  a  week  sonietimes. 

Q.  Were  your  relations  friendly  with  him? — ^A.  They  were  not 
unfriendly. 
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Q.  Has  he  ever  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company  ? — ^A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  of  Mr.  Lake  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Connected  with  the  Navy? — A.  No.  He  represented  himself! 
as  a  war  correspondent  for  Collier's  Weekly. 

Q.  What  war  was  on  in  1 906  ? — A.  That  was  his  letterhead  and  ^Tsit^ 
ing  card  he  handed;  that  was  his  excuse  for  getting  this  information. 
He  wanted  it  for  Collier's  Weekly. 

,Q.  Getting  ready  for  war?  \ou  say  that  he  told  you  that  he  was 
the  author  of  the  newspaper  article? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  newspaper  was  that  published? — A.  In  the  Sunday 
Washington  Times. 

Q.  Of  what  date? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  date  was  now; 
I  do  not  recall  it. . 

^Q.  If.  you  remember  that  so  well  now  why  did  you  not  remember 
it  when  you  were  making  your  affidavit? — ^A.  The  newspaper  clipping 
was  in  Washington  and  1  was   in  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  it  since  you  came  to  Washington  this  tune  ? — ^A. 
•I  have  merely  glanced  at  it. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  it  since  you  have  been  down  here? — A.   Yes. 

Q.  Where  have  you  seen  it  ? — A.  In  our  office. 

Q.  What  is  the  date  of  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  date  is. 

Q.  In  what  year  was  it  published? — ^A.   1906. 

Q.  What  month? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  the  date.  It  was  de- 
scribing the  launching  of  one  of  the  boats  at  Fore  River. 

Q.  What  boat,  one  of  the  Lake  boats? — A.  One  of  the  Holland 
boats. 

Q.  What  else  did  Mr.  Archibald  tell  you  ? — ^A.  What  else  did  he  do  ( 

O.  What  did  he  tell  you  ? — A.  He  told  me  he  was  going  to  leave  for 
a  wiile;  he  was  going  West;  that  he  was  going  on  a  private  mission  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  investigate  the  coast  defense 
on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Q.  On  a  private  mission? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  he  said  he  was  going  in  the  employment  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  private  employment  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States? — A.  Or  at  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Q.  Be  a  little  specific  about  it.  In  what  way  did  he  say  the 
President  had  requested  him? — A.  On  his  observation  during  his 
experience  abroad  as  war  correspondent. 

Q.  In  what  way  had  the  President  asked  him  to  go — verbally,  in 
writing,  or  by  appointment  to  some  position,  or  what? — ^A-  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Archibald  say? — ^A.  He  said  he  was  going  We^t 
on  a  mission  for  the  President  an^  report  on  the  coast  defenses  of  the 
Pacific  coast — Puget  Sound  and  several  other  places. 

Q.  Now,  are  you  very  sure  he  said  it  was  m  the  employment  of 
the  President,  or  did  he  merely  say  he  was  going  to  report  to  the 
President? — A.  He  was  going  at  the  request  or  the  Presiaent. 

Q.  Did  he  say  at  whose  expense  he  was  going? — A.  No. 

O.  Well,  now,  if  the  President  said  to  him  that  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  receive  a  report  from  him  or  anv  other  man  that  might  inves- 
tigate that  subject,  that  was  about  the  "kind  of  commission  you  under- 
stood him  to  have,  was  it  not? — A.  That  was  not  the  impression  he 
tried  to  convey  to  me. 
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Q.  What  was  the  impression  he  tried  to  convey  to  you?— A.  That 
he  was  especially  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  and 
report  to  him  on  this  subject. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  his  stating  that  to  you? — A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  How  lon^  had  you  been  acquainted  ? — A.  I  will  say  he  came  in 
some  time  dunng  the  month  of  June. 

Q.  June  of  what  year?— A.  1906. 

Q.  What  was  his  motive  in  telliM  you  that  he  was  going  West  at 
the  request  of  the  President? — A.  Unless  it  was  to  impress  me  with 
his  authority  and  his  importance.  He  was  seeking  information 
regarding  the'  Lake  boats  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  information  did  he  ask  from  you  concerning  the  Lake 
bi)at? — A.  He  asked  permission  to  examine  our  boat. 

Q-  Did  you  give  hun  permission? — A.  I  did  give  him  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  our  vice-president. 

Q.  Who  was  the  vice-president? — A.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake. 

Q.  Where  was  he? — A.  At  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Did  you  know  whether  he  presented  it  to  Mr.  Lake? — A.  No; 
he  never  did. 

Q.  Then  there  was  no  very  great  harm  done,  was  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  for  what  purpose  did  you  make  this  affidavit? — A.  I 
^^uUequentlv  learned  tnat  it  was  general  rumor  that  he  w^as  in  the 
emplov  of  tfie  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that? — A.  It  was  general  rumor. 

Q.  Where  did  the  general  rumor  exist  ?  In  what  way  did  a  gen- 
eral rumor  come  to  you? — A.  I  requesed  one  of  our  men  to  get  a 
line  on  Mr.  Archibald  and  to  report  on  this  question. 

Q.  Who  was  the  friend? — A.  Mr.  Arthur  Johnson. 

Q.  Wliere  does  he  live? — A.  I  can  not  now  tell;  I  have  not  seen 
him  fjr  several  months. 

Q.  Is  he  in  the  city  now? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  he  in  the  employ  of  the  company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  one  of  your  friends? — A.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  our 
'ompanv. 

Q.  Was  he  ever  in  your  room,  about  which  you  spoke,  during  1906 
and  1908? — A.  Yes,  occasionally. 

Q.  You  remember  him  now;  that  is  another  one.  What  is  Mr- 
Johnson's  business? — A.  He  is  a  newspaper  man. 

Q.  Which  paper  does  he  represent? — A.  lie  is  with  one  of  the  press 
a>?(>ciations  now  in  Washington. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  employ  of  the  boat  company? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  newspaper  does  he  represent  or  wort  for? — A.  One  of  the 
press  associations;  i  do  not  know  which  one;  the  United  Press,  I 
tliink. 

Q.  It  represents  a  great  many  newspapers;  their  dispatches  go  to 
ft  great  many  newspapers,  do  they  not  ? — A.  I  think  so ;  I  have  not 
>H»n  him  hardly 

Q.  Is  he  present  in  the  room  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A. 
^^ell.  he  was  employed  with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  take 
charge  of  an  exhibit  at  JamestowTi  Exposition. 

Q.  He  was  employed  in  1900  to  take  charge  of  an  exhibit  at  the 
•^amefito^n  Exposition? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  What. kind  of  an  exhibit? — A.  For  submarine  boats. 

Q.  Was  it  a  boat  or  a  picture  of  a  boat  ? — A.  It  was  something  that 
did  not  materialize. 

Q.  Who  employed  Mr.  Johnson  ? — A.  Mr.  Lake. 

Q.  What  did  he  pay  him  ? — A.  He  paid  him  a  regular  salary. 

Q.  IIow  much? — A.  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  month,  I 
believe. 

Q.  Beginning  when? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  olThand. 

Q.  June,  1906? — A.  No;  he  was  not  emplo^'ed  at  that  time. 

Q.  Some  time  in  1906?— A.  Yes;  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  Is  he  still  employed? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  the  employment  cease? — A.  He  left  our  employ,  I 
think,  in  July  of  that  year  or  late  in  1907 — November,  1907. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  for  you  during  that  period? — A.  Mostly  photo- 
graphic work. 

Q.  Is  he  a  photographer? — A.  Amateur,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  secure  amateur  photographere  to  do  your  work?  ^^^lat 
did  he  photograph  ? — A.  The  submarine  boat  Lake. 

Q.  How  long  tlid  that  take? — A.  Mr.  Johnson  was  present  during 
the  trial  of  the  ooat  and  taking  data,  etc.,  in  connection  with  the  boat. 

Q.  Have  you  any  of  those  photographs? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Turned  t>ut  pretty  well? — A.    veiy  good. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  them?  What  use  did  you  make  of 
them? — A.  Merelv  as  records. 

Q.  What  else  (fid  Mr.  Johnson  do? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  know  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  $150  a  month.  Now,  that  is  all  that  you  know  of  his 
doing?- -A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  when  was  it  that  you  got  a  line  on  Mr.  Archibald,  or  wired 
him,  or  telegraphed  him,  or  whatever  you  did? — A.  Well,  some  time 
during  the  summer  previous  to  Archibald's  telling  me  of  his  com- 
mission by  the  Presitlent. 

Q.  It  was  while  he  was  in  your  employ,  then  I  Was  it  in  1906 1 — 
A,  No;  he  was  not  in  our  employ  at  that  time. 

Q.  He  left  your  employ  in  November,  1907?  Now,  when  was  it 
that  you  told  him  to  get  a  line  on  Archibald? — A.  That  was  before 
he  entered  our  employ. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  get  a  man  who  was  not  in  your  employ  ?— ^ 
A.  Simply  because  he  was  one  of  our  friends. 

Q.  Iiow  long  had  you  known  him  ? — A.  Several  months. 

Q.  When  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  I  met  him  in  Washington. 

Q.  Who  introduced  you  to  him  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  look  him  up  and  make  his  acquaintance,  or  did  he  look 
vou  up  and  make  your  acquaintance? — A.  I  was  introduced  to  him 
by  some  mutual  friend ;  I  cIo  not  know  who  it  was. 

Q.  Where?-  A.  In  Washington. 

Q.  Whereabouts  in  Washington?  It  is  a  large  city;  where  did 
the  introduction  take  place  ( — A.  I  think  in  the  Occidental  Hotel. 

Q.  Were  you  stopping  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  newspaper  men  did  you  know  in  Washington?  — 
A.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Q.  He  is  the  only  one  you  know  ?—  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  make  that  affidavit?^— A.  I  had  told 
Mr.  Lake  of  the  coincidence  of  Mr.  Archibald's  story  to  me  and  also  the 
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petition  coming  in  from  the  Pacific  coast  from  these  ports,  which  he 
claims  to  have  been  entertained. 

Q.  Mr.  Archibald  went  out  to  make  an  investigation  and  to  report 
and  petitions  came  in? — A.  Yes;  and  it  was  generally  known  that  he 
«as  m  the  employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Well,  how^  was  that  known?    That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at — 
who  knew  it ;  did  you  know  it  ? — A.  Only  bv  hearsay. 
Q.  Whom  did  you  hear  sav  it  ? — A.  I  tofd  you. 
Q.  You  have  not  told  anyl>ody  vet. — A.  Mr.  Johnson  reported  it  to 
me.     It  was  generally  understood  that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Now,  when  was  that  report  made  to  you  ? — A.  It  was  after  I  had 
^ven  Mr.  Archibald  a  letter  of  admittance  to  our  boat; 

Q.  And  how  long  before  you  made  this  affidavit  did  that  occur; 
your  affidavit  is  dated  March  16  ? — A.  March ;  yes. 

Q.  Bearing  that  in  mind,  when  did  you  say  that  Mr.  Johnson 
reportetl  to  vou  ? — ^A.  About  July,  1906. 

Q.  And  then  did  you  not  mention  that  matter  to  Mr.  Lake  until 
March,  1908?— A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  remember  it  so  well  now? — A.  I  reported  to  Mr. 
Lake  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  he  immediately  suggest  that  you  make  an  affidavit? — A. 
Xo. 

Q.  Then  how  did  you  come  to  make  this  affidavit? — A.  I  do  not 
know;  he  called  me  out  of  the  office  and  asked  me  to  go  with  him,  and 
when  we  got  to  the  attorney's  office  asked  me  to  tell  what  I  knew 
about  Mr.  Archibald. 

Q.  The  affidavit  was  drawn  before  you  got  there,  was  it  not? — A. 
Xo:  it  was  not. 

0.  You  did  hot  say  anything  in  the  affidavit  about  Mr.  Johnson 
maiongareport  toyou,  didyou? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  §o  it  was  generally  known  that  he  was  emplpyed  by  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  Company? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  saia  in  your  affidavit  that  Mr.  Archibald  had  made  cer- 
tab  reports  because  of  his  friendship  to  Lawrence  Y.  Spear,  did  you 
not?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  not  say  anything  about  Mr.  Spear  in  the  affidavit? — ^A. 
Ye>. 

Q.  What  did  he  sav?;— A.  Mr.  Archibald  gave  that  as  an  excuse 
for  the  newspaper  article. 
Q.  That  is  what  I  just  said. — A.  I  misunderstootl  you. 
Q.  Where  is  Mr.  Archibald  now? — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  When  did  y^ou  see  him  last? — A.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Archi- 
bald, that  is,  to  speak  to  him,  for  several  months. 
Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? — A.  No. 
Q.  Don't  know  where  we  can  get  him  ? 

S^'nator  Thltiston.  I  can  state  that  to  the  committee.     Mr.  Archi- 
Wd  has  an  apartment,  living  with   his  mother  and  sister   in  the 
Wyoming  apartment  house. 
Mr.  Olmsted.  In  this  city? 
Senator  Thurston.  Yes." 

Q.  Do  you  know*  whether  Mr.  Archibald  ever  did  make  a  report 
to  the  President  or  the  Navv  Department  or  to  anybody  ? — A.  Only 
by  his  report  to  me ;  he  told  me  that  he  hat!  made  his  report  to  the 
President. 
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Q.  If  he  made  a  report  to  the  President  and  the  President  referred 
it  to  the  Navy  Department  and  it  is  there  now  on  file,  that  would 
pretty  near  substantiate  what  he  told  you  in  the  beginning,  would 
it  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When   did    you  first   hear   about    this   investigation    by  the 
newspaper  reports?    With  which  papers  in  Connecticut  are  you  in 
touch?— A.  Am  I  in  touch? 
Yes. — A.  In  what  way? 

Any  way. — A.  I  am  not  in  touch  with  any  papers  excepting 
by  the  news  in  them. 

Q.  Do  you  attempt  to  furnish  any  news  that  is  in  them? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Have  you  supplied  any  information  for  them  lately  or  to 
them? — A.  Yes;  the  reporter  called  on  me  in  reference  to  the  article 
in  vesterday  morning^s  paper  or  day  before  yesterday. 

a.  What" was  that  about? — A.  Regarding  Mr.  J.  C*  Lake. 
.  What  did  3^ou  tell  him?— A.  I  told  him  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  did 
not  know  that  he  was  wanted  in  Washington. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that? — A.  I  inferred  as  much  because  we 
had  not  been  aHle  to  get  into  communication  with  him. 

Q.  Had  you  sent  him  a  telegram? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  send  him  a  single  tele^am  from  the  time  he  left  New 
York  up  to  this  moment? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  send  him  a  telegram  from  Bridgeport? — ^A.  No  one 
that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Who  sent  him  one  from  Washington? — A.  That  I  can  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  not  send  hmi  a  document  from  Bridgeport  to  New 
•  Orleans  ? — ^A.  I  sent  him  a  newspaper. 

Q.  Nothing  but  a  newspaper? — ^A.  No.  I  wrote  him  a  letter 
which  he  did  not  receive. 

Q.  Have  vou  got  a  copy  of  that  letter? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  keep  a  copy  of  your  correspondence,  do  you? — 
A.  No  personal  correspondence.     I  did  not  write  to  him  on  business. 

Q.  When  did  he  leave  New  Orleans? — ^A.  Some  time  between  the 
18th  and  23d. 

Q.  Did  the  letter  come  back  to  you? — A.  No:  it  has  not  returned. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  he  had  not  received  it? — A.  He  told  me  he 
had  not  received  anything  from  me  last  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  have  your  card  on  the  envelope? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Return  in  five  days? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  did  not  come  back? — A.  It  has  not  returned  yet. 

Q.  When  it  comes  will  you  send  it  to  me? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Lake  company's  patent  attorney  of  whom  you 
spoke  in  Washington? — A.  That  is  not  the  Lake  company's  attorney. 
It  is  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake's. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? — A.  Spencer  Heath. 

Q.  What  other  information  have  you  given  the  newspapers  in 
Connecticut?- -A.  I  have  not  given  them  any. 

Q.  Are  any  newspaper  people  in  Connecticut  in  your  employ  or 
the  employ  of  the  company  or  of  Mr.  Lake? — A.  No. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  the  letter  you  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
and  all  your  correspondence,  documents,  or  letters  of  wliich  you  have 
been  inquired?  If  vou  will  have  those  sent  to  tliis  committee. — A. 
All  right. 
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The  Chairman.  Any  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
desires  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions? 

Is  there  anybody  else,  personally  or  by  attorney,  who  desires  to 
ask  this  witness  any  questions?     That  will  be  all. 

TESTIMOmr  OF  JOHN  M.  THTJBSTON-  Eesumed. 

John  M.  Thurston,  being  recalled,  testified  as  follows: 
The  Witness.  I  would  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  failed  to  find 
any  letter  on  the  subject  referred  to  from  Mr.  Lake. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You. are  referring  to  the  question  I  asked  you  yesterday? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  reference  to  a  letter  you  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  which  you  say  '^I  am  advised  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake?^ — A. 
Yes;  but  on  thinking  the  matter  over  I  think  I  am  very  clear  in  my 
recollection  as  to  how  that  came  about.  Some  little  time  before  that 
1  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  person  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  law  oflBcers  of  the  Department  that  the  act  of  Congress 
would  not  permit  him  to  give  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  any 
boat  except  a  boat  of  the  character  of  the  Ociovus,  which  had  stood 
the  tests.  I  went  to  see  him  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  and  I  think  I  did 
all  the  talking  there.  I  insisted,  from  my  standpoint  as  an  attorney, 
that  the  law  did  give  him  an  authority  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion; 
that  in  exercising  it  he  could  take  into  consideration  not  only  the 
result  of  the  trial  tests,  but  also  the  plans  and  specifications  of  our  bids, 
and  the  knowledge  of  his  skilled  experts,  and,  if  from  all  of  these  means 
or  information  he  believed  that  the  boat  we  had  bid  for  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law  when  constructed,  in  his  discretion  he 
'ould  give  us  one  or  more  boats.  And  I  urged  liim  just  as  strongly 
as  I  could,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  a  correct  construction  of  thatf 
act,  to  exercise  his  discretion  and  refer  that  question  to  the  Attorney- 
(ieneral  of  the  United  States.  He  said  he  would  take  that  under  con- 
sideration.  That  is  the  substance  of  our  conversation.  I  remember 
that  I  left  the  citv.  I  do  not  recall  where  I  went,  but  I  think  I  went 
to  Dansville,  N.  V.,  and  on  my  return  to  Washington  Mr.  Lake  told 
me  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  refer  that  (question  to  the 
Attomev-General.  In  order  to  verify  his  statement  I  wrote  that 
letter. 

Q.  Then  you  think  Mr.  Lake's  statement  to  you  was  verbal? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  asked  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  refer  that 
matter  to  the  Attorney-General  had  you  any  inkling  as  to  the  views 
'>f  the  Attorney-General  or  anyone  in  his  Department  as  to  the  proper 
construction  or  the  law? — A.  "Oh,  not  at  all.  I  acted  on  that  propo- 
''ition  on  my  judgment  in  that  matter. 

Q.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  failed  to  take  your  view  of  a 
proper  construction  of  the  law? — A.  He  said  his  law  officer  construed 
the  law  otherwise  than  my  contention. 

Q.  And  it  was  referred  to  the  Attorney-General  for  his  opinion,  as 
you  state? — A.  Y'es;  and  I  communicatee!  with  the  Attome3^-General 
in  writing  asking  permission  to  file  a  brief,  which  he  accorded  me, 
'^t^d  I  filed  my  brief. 
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TESTIMONT  OF  ABNER  R.  NEFF— RecaUed. 

Abner  R.  Neff,  being  recalled,  on  being  examined,  testified  as 
follows : 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Stevens,  will  you  examine  the  witness? 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  Abner  R.  Neff. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  My  voting  residence  is  Erie,  Pa. 

Q.  Where  do  you  make  your  residence  for  the  purposes  of  busi- 
ness?— ^A.  Here  in  Washington. 

Q.  What  is  your  business? — ^A.  Well,  I  just  follow  business  pur- 
suits generally. 

Q.  What  are  those? — ^A.  I  started  out  when  I  left  college  and  went 
into  a  law  ofiice  for  a  while,  and  studied  shorthand  and  typewriting, 
and  then  I  was  in  athletics  for  some  little  time,  and  after  that  I  went 
in  with  a  railroad  company,  and  went  from  one  position  to  another 
as  opportunity  offered. 

Q.  Are  you  a  stenographer  and  typewriter? — ^A.  I  am.  I  used  to 
practice  that,  but  I  have  not  very  much  of  late  years. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  into  official  life?  You  had  some* official  con- 
nection at  one  time? — A.  Why,  I  was  in  college  then;  I  had  gone 
back  to  complete  the  mathematical  course 

Q.  WhatcoUege  was  that? — A.  Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  Pa. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  to  get  into  official  life? — ^A.  I  did  not  do 
anything.  They  came  for  me — sought  me — and  I  hesitated  for  a 
month  or  so;  I  did  not  want  to  come  down  here;  I  did  not  see  any 
advantage  in  it.  My  college  course  had  been  broken  up  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  last  I  was  promised  if  I  would  come  down  here  that 
there  would  be  plenty  of  opportunities  in  the  colleges  here  to  complete 
my  education,  and  the  work  would  not  be  so  hard  but  that  I  could 
go  along  with  that. 

Q.  So  you  came  down  here,  did  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  capacity? — A.  I  was  private  secretary  to  Mr.  Bates,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Q.  How  long  was  you  his  private  secretary'? — A.  I  think  three 
years. 

Q.  When  was  that  ?— A.  T  think  that  was  in  the  fall  of  1892,  and  I 
think  I  left  him  in  1894. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  left  him?  Where  did  you  go ? — A.  I 
went  to  Montreal  and  from  Montreal  I  went  to  Winnipeg,  and  from 
there  back  to  Montreal. 

Q.  What  for? — A.  I  went  as  an  emigrant  inspector,  and  I  had 
chai'ge  of  the  board  of  special  inquiry  at  Winnipeg,  as  an  official  of 
the  United  States  Government. 

Q.  Under  the  civil  service? — A.  It  was  not  under  the  civil  service 
at  that  time. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stay  with  the  United  States  Government  ?— 
A.  I  think  it  was  a  little  over  two  years.  I  resigned  and  left  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  think,  about  the  middle  of  October,  in  1896. 

Q.  In  1906?— A.  In  1906. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  do? — A.  I  went  home  and  spent  a  month, 
not  quite  a  month,  or  a  little  over  two  weeks  at  home;  then  I  came 
<iown  here  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 
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Q.  AVhen  did  you  enter  the  service  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany?— A.  My  agreement  with  them  was  November  1,  1906. 

Q.  Have  you  continued  in  their  service  since  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  What  IS  your  work?  What  services  do  you  perform  for  the  tor- 
pedo boat  company? — A.  I  look  after  the  details  before  the  Depart- 
ments, keep  in  touch  wath  the  legislative  situation  as  far  as  subma- 
rines are  concerned,  and  do  anything  I  can  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  a  legitimate  way. 

Q.  You  make  your  headquarters  where? — A.  Here  in  Washington. 

Q.  All  of  the  time  ? — A.  Except  when  I  am  detailed  to  go  to  some 
place  on  business  for  the  company. 

Q.  Where  do  you  make  your  headquarters  in  Washington? — A. 
>ix  hundred  and  six  Coloraoo  Building.     We  used  to  have  605  and 

^m 

Q.  How  many  offices  had  you  there? — A.  W'e  had  two,  but  since  I 
have  had  charge  I  have  cut  them  down  to  one,  because  I  did  not 
think  the  expense  was  warranted. 

Q.  Who  else  is  there  in  the  offices  ? — A.  No  one  but  myself. 

Q.  Are  you  the  only  one  connected  with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  who  is  here  in  Washington? — A.  Outside  of  Senator 
Thurston. 

Q.  Is  there  anybody  else  associated  with  you  in  the  office  in  any 
way? — A.  No,  sir;  not  in  any  way. 

Q.  You  have  no  stenographer? — A.  No;  I  have  no  stenographer, 
and  whenever  occasion  reqmres  I  call  in  some  one,  when  the  work  is 
more  than  I  can  do  myseli. 

Q.  You  do  your  own  stenographic  work? — A.  I  do  my  own  letter 
WTiting. 

Q.  Whenever  it  is  necessary? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  service  began  in  1906? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  just  before  the  session  of  Congress  opened? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  you  have  been  here  during  one  whole  session  of  Congress 
and  thus  far  through  this  session  of  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  been  here  one  whole  vear  and  nearly  a  half 
looking  after  their  departmental  work? — A.  Ves,  sir. 

3.  What  is  the  nature  of  your  work  with  the  Department? — A. 
I,  when  I  first  came  down  liere  we  were  endeavoring  to  have  the 
Lake  teste<l.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  from  and  after  about  July  11,  1906, 
under  the  act  of  1906 — we  were  making  strong  efforts  before  the 
Department  to  have  this  boat  tried  out  with  one  of  the  Government 
submarine  boats  at  that  time,  and  we  were  very  anxious  to  have  the 
Wt  tried  right  away  on  account  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  or 
keeping  up  the  boat,  and  principally  the  duties  were  to  endeavor  to 
^etthia  test. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  endeavoring  to  get  tlie  trial  ? — A.  I  simply 
**ent  to  the  Department  and  ascertained 

Q.  Who  did  you  talk  with? — A.  I  talked  with  various  officers,  the 
•Judge-Advocate-Generars  office,  and  the  Bureau  of  Constmction 
Hud  Repair. 

Q.  Who  did  you  talk  with?— A.  I  talked  with  the  chief  clerk;  I 
talkwJ  with  the  Secretary's  office. 
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Q.  Who  did  you  talk  with  in  these  offices? — A.  I  talked  with 
Admiral  Capps,  I  talked  with  Mr.  Shafer- 


Q.  Mr.  Shafer  is  the  chief  clerk  ?^-A.  Yes,  sir. 


Who  in  the  Judge- Advocate-GeneraPs  office? — A.  I  talked  with 
Mr.'  Hanna,  I  have  talked  with  Captain  Piehl,  and  the  chief  clerk 
there.     I  can  not  think  of  his  name  just  now. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering? — ^A.  No:  I 
did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  that  Bureau. 

Q.  Or  the  Bureau  of  Supplies? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not  at  that  time.  I 
have  been  around  to  all  the  different  bureaus. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  Secretary's  office?— A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  talk  with  there? — A.  I  talked  with  the  Secre- 
tary at  different  times — a  few  times.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Clark,  his 
private  secretary,  and  I  talked  with  Mr.  Moses,  and  in  the  early  sea- 
son I  talked  with  Mr.  Goss. 

Q.  With  the  Assistant  Secretary  i^— A.  I  believe  I  took  one  matter 
up  with  Mr.  Newberry  at  one  time. 

Q.  About  how  often  did  you  go  to  the  Navy  Department? — A.  I 
have  been  there  a  number  of  times. 

Q.  About  how  often  did  you  go  there  ? — A.  Sometimes  I  have  been 
there  twice  a  day,  sometimes  three  times  a  day,  and  other  times  it 
would  be  a  week  or  ten  days  before  I  would  go  there. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  Department  in  connection  with  the  trials  a 
year  ago? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Quite  frequently? — A.  Yes;  very  frequently;  more  frequently, 
I  guess,  than  they  wished  to  see  me. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  report  to? — A.  I  reported  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  at 
that  time. 

Q.  Where  was  his  office  i — A.  He  was  in  the  city  from  time  to  time. 
Mr.  Lake  would  stav  here  perhaps  a  week  or  ten  days,  then  go  to 
Bridgeport,  and  back  and  forth  between  Bridgeport  and  here. 

Q.  After  the  trials  occurred  did  you  then  go  to  the  Xavy  Depart- 
ment?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  During  the  last  se-ssion  of  Congress,  before  the  trials  were  had, 
did  you  have  any  matters  before  the  Congressional  committees — (Hd 
you  represent  the  company  before  the  committees  of  Congress  ? — ^A. 
We  did  not  have  anv  hearing  before  any  of  the  committees,  but  I 
endeavored  to  acquaint  such  Members  as  I  could  come  in  touch  with 
with  the  merits  of  our  boat,  and  urged 

Q.  What  did  vou  do;  how  did  vou  go  to  work? — A.  I  would  reque^^t 
an  audience  witli  them  personally. 

Q.  ^\Tiereabouts  ? — A.  Some  in  their  offices,  some  at  hot<»ls — various 
places. 

Q.  You  would  call  upon  them? — A.  Yes;  I  called  upon  them. 

Q.  W^ierever  you  could  find  it  convenient  ? — A.  ^Mierever  it  wjt> 
convenient  for  them  to  see  mo;  wherever  T  could  find  them.  also. 

Q.  Did  you  confine  your  efforts  to  members  of  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee?— A.  Principally;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  members  of  the  Naval  Committee? — A.  Some 
I  did  and  some  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  become  acquainted  with  them? — A.  I  went  to  them 
and  made  myself  acquainted;  I  told  them  the  proposition  I  had  to 
present. 
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Q.  What  would  you  tell  them? — A.  I  told  them  that  we  were 
builders  of  submarine  torpedo  boats,  and  we  were  seeking  business 
from  the  Government;  that  our  boats  were  successful  abroad,  and  if 
they  would  throw  any  legislation  open  to  competition  I  felt  sure  that 
we  would  give  them  a  boat  that  would  be  in  advance  of  anything 
they  had  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  You  presented  an  argument  for  open  competition? — A.  Open 
ci)mpetition. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  letter,  or  did  you  have  any  evidence  fTom  your 
company  accrediting  you  to  these  Members  of  Congress? — A.  Oh, 
no:  not  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  just  introduced  yourself? — A.  I  just  simply  presented 
my  card. 

Q.  You  went  to  the  different  members  of  the  Naval  Committee^ 
did  you '< — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  chairman  down? — A.  I  did  not  see  the  chairman 
myself.  I  understood  that  he  was  not  very  favorable  to  submarines, 
and  did  not  think  they  were  a  very  formidable  weapon,  and  I  thought 
he  was  a  good  man  to  leave  alone. 

Q.  Did  you  submit  any  motion  or  amendment  in  writing  to  any 
member  of  the  Xaval Committee  designed  to  cover  the  question  of  the 
legislation  you  wanted  ? — A.  I  took  over  a  motion,  but  I  do  not  believe 
anv  Member  of  Congress  took  it.  It  was  a  motion  to  throw  it  open. 
1  do  not  think  any  Member  of  Congress  assented  to  taking  it-  and 
introducing  it. 

Q.  Whom  did  vou  talk  with  about  that? — A.  Well,  that  was  after 
1906.    That  was'^  1907. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  talk  with  about  making  the  motion? — A.  I 
talked  with  Representative  Mudd  and  Representative  Bates. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  I  think  I  spoke  to  Representative  Loud. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  Oh,  not  aboi^t^the  motion.  Just  about 
^ubmarines  in  general. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  about  this  motion. — ^A.  I  think  I  only  took  it 
to  Representative  Mudd.  • 

Q.  And  he  did  not  offer  it? — A.  No;  I  am  quite  sure  he  did  not.  I 
am  sure  he  did  not  take  it. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  seek  to  become  informed  concerning  the 
condition  of  the  legislation? — A.  I  would  ask  people  whom  I  believed 
t(»  be  in  touch  witli  what  the  situation  was. 

Q.  Who? — A.  Different  Members  of  Congress.  I  asked  them 
what  was  going  to  be  done  in  submarine  legislation. 

Q.  What  diet  you  try  to  find  out? — A.  Whether  or  not  there  was  a 
disposition  to  appropriate  money  for  submarines,  and  whether  or  not 
that  appropriation  would  be  exclusive  or  not. 

Q.  So  that  your  principal  idea  was  to  seek  to  find  out  two  things^ 
Ci^,  whether  the  money  was  to  be  appropriated,  and,  second,  whether 
that  legislation  would  be  exclusive  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  in  touch  with  affairs  in  the  Senate  as  well  as  in  the 
House? — A.  I  did  not  press  that  very  much;  no. 

Q.  Your  business  was  with  the  House? — A.  Principally  with  the 
House. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  confer  with  Members  of  the  Senate  ? — A. 
'^^Il,  I  conferred  later  on,  after  the  House  bill  was  through,  I  con- 
ferred with  Senators. 
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Q.  So  it  was  vour  business  to  confer  with  Senators  as  well  as  Rep- 
resentatives ? — A.  Oh,  yes;  anybody  that  I  could  legitimately  interest 
in  our  proposition. 

Q.  And  you  kept  in  conference  with  various  Members  during  the 
progress  of  the  navy  bill? — A.  It  was  in  conference.  I  would  simply 
ask  them  to  give  me  such  information  as  they  could  without  divulg- 
ing any  secrets. 

Q.  Ilave  you  made  reports  from  time  to  time? — A.  I  would  simply 
tell  Mr.  Lake  what  I  found. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  I  generally  told  him  personally. 
.    Q.  Was  he  here? — A.  When  he  would  come  here  I  would  tell  him. 

Q.  Would  some  of  the  reports  be  in  writing? — A.  I  may  have,  I  do 
not  recollect  just  now.  I  did  the  best  I  could  to  keep  him  thoroughly 
in  touch  with  the  situation  here. 

Q.  If  you  made  any  reports  in  wTiting,  in  what  way  would  you 
make  them  ? — A.  I  suppose  they  would  be  by  letter. 

Q.  By  letter  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Addressed  where? — A.  Addressed  to  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  of  any? — A.  I  can  not  recall  any,  but  on 
looking  over  the  file  I  could  easily  ascertain. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  copies  of  them? — A.  I  did  not  always. 
That  would  depend  upon  whether  I  thought  the  matter  of  sufficient 
importance  to  keep  a  copy. 

Q.  You  might  and  miglit  not  have  kept  copies  of  those  ? — ^A.  Y^es. 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  go  dowTi  to  Bridgeport? — ^A.  I  have  been  to  Bridge- 
port on  one  or  two  occasions;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  condition  of  their  files  there; 
whether  they  contain  any  of  your  communications  or  not? — A.  Xo: 
I  never  bothered  about  trie  Bridgeport  office  at  all. 

Q.  Where  were  3'ou  during  the  time  the  trials  were  had? — ^A.  lu 
Washington. 

Q.  Did  you  go  ]bo  the  Department  concerning  the  trials  at  the 
time  they  were  bein«;  hpld? — A.  There  was  not  anything  to  go  about 
at  the  time  the  trials  were  being  held.  I  know  I  was  over  there  to 
request  some  information. 

6.  What  did  vou  try  to  find  out? — A.  As  to  the  process  of  the 
trials,  to  see  if  ttiere  was  any  official  information  as  to  Uie  progress 
of  the  trials. 

Q.  After  the  trials  were  had,  did  you  go  over' to  the  Department  ? — 
A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  try  to  find  out  then? — A.  How  favorable  the 
report  was  to  our  company. 

Q.  You  made  it  your  business  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Depart- 
ment and  find  out  what  was  going  on  tnere? — A.  To  the  best  of  my 
ability;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  vou  the  one  who  firsl  found  out  the  results  of  the  trials  I — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  Department  to  find  out  about  that? — ^A- 
Oh,  yes. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  learn  the  results  of  the  trials? — A.  I  do 
not  recall  whether  it  came  through  the  newspapers,  or  how,  but  I 
think  there  was  some  information  as  to  what  the  report  of  the  Board 
was  going  to  be  in  some  of  the  New  York  papers,  and  just  as  soon  as 
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1  found  out,  I  went  to  the  Secretary's  office  and  requested  that  I  be 

Cennitted  to  see  the  files,  and  I  understood  that  that  permission 
ad  been  given  to  all  competitors. 

Q.  How  did  you  understand  that? — A.  Well,  I  think  it  was  a 
matter  of  common  newspaper  report. 

Q.  In  the  newspapers  did  you  read  it? — ^A.  I  think  so;  yes.  I 
«iid  not  ascertain  from  any  one  specially  that  our  competitor  had 
seen  it  until  after,  I  think,  it  was  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Thurston.  I  can  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  my 
request,  prt-mitted  me  to  read  that  report,  and  in  his  office,  and  in 
liis  presence,  with  the  statement  to  me  that  he  thought  our  company 
oupt  to  know  what  that  report  contained. 

Mr.  Stevens.  And  that  was  the  first  information  you  had  concern- 
ing it? 

Mr.  Thurston.  The  first  information. 

Q.  Then  you  were  here  during  the  summer,  going  to  the  Depart- 
ment as  often  as  necessary? — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  Congress  opened  for  the  present  session  you  were 
here,  going  to  the  Department  then,  were  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  business  there  concerning  the  contracts 
that  were  recently  signed  by  your  company? — A.  Well,  I  was  there 
quite  frequently,  endeavoring  to  find  out  if  there  was  not  a  possibil- 
ity of  obtaining  business  that  we  felt  we  were  entitled  to.  We  felt 
that  our  showing  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the  Secretarjr  in  giving  up 
a  portion  of  the  contract,  and  I  did  all  I  could  to  bring  it  about. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  with  different  members  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee this  year,  as  you  did  a  year  ago,  concerning  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  urge  on  them  this  year?^A.  VVell,  the  form  of 
legislation  of  1907,  really  detrimental  to  our  companv;  we  did  not 
want  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  amount  that  they  should  place  in 
this  appropriation  bill,  as  we  thought  that  was  a  matter  for  them  to 
decide  upon,  but  we  would  like  to  see  such  legislation  as  is  embodied 
in  the  Spierry  bill,  for  open  competition,  to  be  placed  in  the  bill. 

Q.  You  urged  the  provisions  of  the  Sperry  bill  upon  the  members  of 
the  Xaval  Committee? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  confer  with  the  members  of  the  Connecticut  delegation 
in  Congress  concerning  legislation  ? — A.  Just  after  we  had  signed  our 
<mr  contract — I  did  not  approach  any  Member  of  Congress,  as  I  recol- 
lect, before  the  contract  was  signed. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  Februar}'  3  or  4. 

Q-  You  did  not  talk  with  any  Member  of  Congress  before  that  ? — A. 
Not  the  submarine  provisions,  because  I  felt  that  we  could  not  go  to 
Congress  in  view  of  the  situation  and  ask  anything  of  them  until  we 
had  been  recognized  by  the  Navy  Department  in  some  way,  and  I 
wanted  this  as  a  basis  to  go  before  the  different  Members  of  Congress. 
I  telephoned  Mr.  Lilley  shortly  after  that  and  asked  him  if  he  would 
^^  me  that  night.  He  said  "  No,  he  could  not  see  me  that  nieht,'^  so 
I  Hv^ked  him  if  he  w^ould  see  me  the  next  morning.  The  Sperry  bill  had 
Tiot  been  introduced  then,  but  its  provisions  had  been  embodied  in  a 
statement,  and  I  met  him  the  next  morning  about  9  o'clock.  I 
walked  through  the  Capitol  with  him. 

Q.  With  whom  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley,  of  Connecticut.  I  asked  him  if  he 
Was  in  favor  of  submarines.  He  says  **No.''  I  said  ''WTiy?" 
"Well,"  he  says,  **  I  don't  think  they  are  any  good.''     I  says, '' Wliy  do 
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you  make  that  statement?"  He  says,  ''Because  they  have  never  hit 
anything,  thev  have  never  proven  their  usefulness  for  warfare.  "  1 
snys,  '*  There  has  never  been  but  one  war  that  would  give  submarines 
an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  themselves,  I  ecause  none  of  them  had 
submarines."  '  We  had  put  into  this  bill  $3,000,000,  I  think 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  they  had  put  into  the  bill  $3,000,0001— A.  No; 
I  say  in  this  provision  1  submitted  to  him,  and  I  asked  him  if  he 
would  be  for  that,  and  he  said  '*No."  I  asked  w^hy,  and  he  says, 
'^I  don't  think  that  the  Xaval  Committee  should  appropriate  tfiat 
much  money  for  submarines."  I  said,  "How  much  will  you  be  forT' 
He  said,  '^  If  the  people  want  submarines,  I  will  be  for  a  moderate 
amount."  I  said,  "Will  you  be  for  open  competition?"  He  says, 
"You  do  not  need  to  ask  me  that,"  and  he  gave  me  a  very  scant 
consideration.  I  was  not  pleased  with  it  because  I  thought  he  was 
our  Representative  here  in  Congress  and  should  do  all  that  he  pos- 
sibljr  could  to  offer  open  competition  for  submarines,  and  look  after 
our  interests  in  a  legitimate  way. 

Q.  That  was  shortly  after  the  3d  of  Febmary,  you  say? — A.  Yes: 
one  or  two  days  after. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  time  you  had  talked  with  Mr.  Lilley  about 
the  subject  of  submarines? — A.  I  had  had  one  or  two  questions,  very 
short.     He  would  give  me  very  scant  consideration. 

Q.  Before  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  talked  with  other  members  of  the  Connecticut  delega- 
tion before  that? — A.  I  had  been  to  see  Mr.  Hill  in  1907.  I  had 
also  seen  Senator  Brandegee  and  Senator  Bulkeley. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Lilley  a  year  ago  about  submarine 
legislation? — A.  I  do  not  recollect;  I  may  have.  It  is  more  than 
likely  I  have. 

Q.  You  can  not  recall  any  conversation  a  year  ago  ? — A.  No,  I  do 
not  recall  any  special  conversation,  because  1  know  he  did  not  seem 
incUned  to  give  me  very  much  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  on  the  committee  a  year  ago,  in 
the  last  Congress? — A.  I  am  pretty  sure  he  was;  yes,  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  In  tallung  with  members  of  the  Naval  Committee  about  your 
matters,  did  you  not  go  to  him  naturally  ?— A.  Well,  I  did  not  Imow 
him  very  well;  he  would  generally  kind  of  shove  me  off,  and  I  didn't 
feel  like  thrusting  myself  upon  a  man  that  did  not  give  me  more 
than  ordinary  attention. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  about  his  attitude  a  year  ago^in 
the  last  Congress,  concerning  submarines? — A.  I  was  very  much 
disappointed  m  his  attitude.  It  was  not  very  favorable  to  the  sub- 
marine proposition,  and  I  thought  it  should  be  more  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  about  his  attitude  and  vote  a  year 
ago  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  what  the  vote  was  a  year  ago. 

Q.  His  conversation  rather  indicated  that  he  was  against  subma- 
rines a  year  ago? — A.  Oh,  yes;  his  conversation  indicated  he  had 
no  use  for  them — that  is,  that  they  were  more  in  the  line  of  an 
experimental  toy. 

^.  He  thought  that  they  were  not  of  much  use  as  a  means  of 
national  defense? — A.  That  is  what  he  led  me  to  beheve. 

Q.  So  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  men  that  you  went  to  a  year 
ago  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  certain ;  I  may  have  gone  to  him ;  I  went  to 
everybody  I  could ;  I  tried  to  reach  everyone  I  could^ 
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Q.  You  can  not  recollect  any  specific  occasion  of  your  going  to 
him? — A.  No;  I  can  not. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  delegation  in 
Congress  that  j^ou  knew  about  at  the  beginning  of  this  session  in  con- 
nection with  your  work? — A.  Why,  I  remember  that  when  we  were 
having  this  matter  up  of  the  contract  with  the  Naval  Department  I 
felt  that  we  were  entitled  to  a  part  of  that  appropriation,  and  we 
felt  that  we  were  not  getting  our — they  were  not  showing  proper 
interest  in  our  matter,  and  I  suggested  to  Mr.  Lake  that  we  get  the 
different  members  of  the  Connecticut  delegation  together  and  pre- 
sent to  them  our  side  of  the  controversy. 

Q.  Wlien  was  that? — A.  That  was  m  December,  I  think,  some- 
time.   It  was  sometime  the  early  part  of  Congress. 

Q.  Before  the  hoUday  recess? — A.  Around  that  time,  I  think 
it  was. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Lake  say  and  do? — A.  Well,  I  think  he  made  an 
endeavor  to  meet  these  people. 

Q.  That  was  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake?— A.  That  was  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake— and 
acquaint  them  with  the  argument  that  we  considered  just  and  in 
favor  of  our  boat,  and  inasmuch  as  I  had  understood  that  strong 
efforts  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  our  competitors  to  keep  us  out 
of  this  business,  I  thought  the  Representatives  from  the  State  in 
which  our  companv  was  located  ought  to  help  us  before  the  Secre- 
tary and  just  ask  him  for  fair  consideration  of  the  matter — nothing 
more— and  I  think  that  thev  had  such  a  meeting,  and  Mr.  Lake  gave 
a  luncheon,  and  they  talked  it  all  over. 

Q.  Where  was  that? — A.  I  think  it  was  at  the  Willard  Hotel. 

Q.  Were  you  there? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  were  there? — A.  I  think  the  Connecticut 
delegation  was  there,  and  Mr.  Lake;  I  think  Senator  Thurston  was 
there. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  was  there. 

Q.  Any  other  members  there  that  you  know  of? — A.  Senator 
Tliurston  could  say  that;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  notify  the  members  of  the  delegation  concerning  that  ? — 
A.  I  nmv  have  called  up  one  or  two  over  the  phone,  and  I  think  Mr. 
J.  C.  LaKe  did  that  himself. 

Q.  You  did  nothing  further  concerning  the  arrangement? — A.  No; 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  all. 

Q.  Mr.  LaRe  had  charge  of  matters  himself? — A.  Yes;  Mr.  Lake 
bad  it  in  charge. 

Q.  So  that  was  the  only  time  you  know  of  any  meeting  being 
MTanged  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  members  with  your  side 
of  the  controversy?— A.  That  was  a  preliminary  meeting.  It  was  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  subject,  and  later  on,  in  conformity  with  this 
meeting,  we  asked  the  Connecticut  delegation  to  go  before  the  Secre- 
tanr.  I  think  it  was  two  or  three  weeks.  It  was  after  Simon  Lake 
had  arrived.  And  then  when  Simon  Lake  arrived,  I  think  I  assisted 
Mr.  Lake  in  requesting  the  members  of  the  Connecticut  delegation 
to  go  to  the  Secretary  and  to  tell  him  Mr.  Lake's  situation.  * 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  assist  Mr.  Lake? — ^A.  I  went  to  see  the 
^erent  members  and  asked  them  if  they  would  meet  and  go  to  the 
Kavy  Department  in  our  behalf. 

Q.  Did  they  consent  to  meet? — A.  Yes;  they  did. 
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Q.  Where? — A.  I  think  the  meeting  was  over  in  the  Secretary's 
office.  I  did  not  go  up  with  them,  because  I  thought  I  could  be  of 
no  assistance  and  had  done  mv  duty.  I  think  i^nator  Thurston 
accompanied  them.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  in  before  ^e 
Secretary  or  not. 

O.  Who  did  you  notify  and  request  to  be  present? — ^A.  Senator 
Bulkeley,  Senator  Brandegee,  Representative  Hill,  Representative 
Sperry ;  I  tried  to  get  Mr.  Henry,  but  he  was  away,  and  1  tried  to  get 
them  all;  Mr.  Lilley,  I  think,  I  spoke  to  him. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  there  ? — A.  No ;  I  was  not  there. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  I  think  that  was  in  the  early  part  of  Janu- 
ary— in  the  middle  of  January. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  only  time  that  you  recall  getting  the  Con- 
necticut delegation  together? — ^A.  Yes;  that  was  the  onfy  time  we 
got  them  together. 

Q.  When  did  you  learn  of  this  investigation? — ^A.  I  came  up  to 
the  Capitol  daily  to  seek  information,  and  I  imderstand  or  some- 
body told  me  that  Mr.  Lilley — I  got  up  a  little  late  in  the  afternoon — 
and  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  introduced  a  resolution,  and  I  went  over  to 
the  basket  and  got  it  out  of  the  basket  and  made  a  copy  of  it.  And 
that  was  the  first  I  knew  anything  about  the  resolution. 

Q.  When  was  that? — ^A.  That  was  the  same  day  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  introduced. 

Q.  February  20? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  You  haa  hot  heard  anything  about  it  previously? — A.  No, sir; 
I  had  not. 

Q.  Had  you  talked  with  Mr.  Lilley  any  other  time  than  the  one 
that  you  have  mentioned  and  the  time  that  you  notified  him  to  be 

K resent  at  that  meeting? — A.  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Lilley  a  day  or  so 
ef ore  the  bill  was  introduced,  and  I  wanted  him  to  make  Mr.  Sper- 
ry's  bill  a  motion  in  it,  and  he  refused  to  do  so. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  That  was  a  day  or  two  before  the  bill 
came  up  in  the  committee,  when  the  committee  finally  voted  for  it. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  the  matter  was  coming  up  in  the  commit- 
tee?— A.  I  was  then  following  it  up  and  knew  how  far  they  had  got- 
ten in  the  bill,  and  there  was  general  knowledge  at  that  time  that 
the  committee  would  vote  at  this  date. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  it  out? — A.  I  think  I  foimd  it  out  from  the 
clerk  of  the  committee.  I  went  in  to  see  the  clerk  of  the  committee^ 
and  he  said  they  expected  to  vote  on  it  this  day. 

Q.  Then  you  went  to  Mr.  Lilley  as  soon  as  you  foimd  out  about 
the  condition  of  the  bill  and  reauested  that  he  would  urge  the  Sperry 
bill  as  an  amandment? — ^A.  Make  a  motion  to  that  eflFect. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you? — A.  He  told  me  no,  he  was  not  going 
to  do  that;  that  he  was  not  in  favor  of  submarines,  and  that  he  was 
not  going  to  appear  in  the  light  of  a  representative  of  any  submarine 
company.  And  I  was  very  much  disappointed,  because  I  was  having 
a  hard  enough  fight  in  the  matter,  and  I  thought  at  least  he  should 
show  me  that  much  consideration — to  introduce  the  motion.  It  was 
k  free,  open  competition  motion,  and  I  was  very  much  ch^rined. 

Q.  Was  that  the  only  time  that  you  asked  him  to  offer  your 
motion?— A.  That  and  the  time  I  walked  to  the  Capitol  with  him. 

Q.  Did  he  intimate  to  you  at  that  time  that  he  should  oppose  all 
submarine  legislation? — A.  I  just  merely  asked  him  to  be  for  open 
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competition,  to  be  for  our  share  of  it  if  it  did  come  up,  but  before  that 
he  told  me  he  was  not  for  submarine  legislation,  and  I  asked  him  if 
the  people  did  not  believe  in  submarines  if  he  would  not  be  for  it,  and 
if  they  were  for  it,  if  he  would  not  be  for  open  competition,  and  he  said 
for  a  moderate  amoimt  he  would  be  for  submarines,  but  I  did  not 
think  to  ask  him  for  open  competition. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  over  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake 
about  going  to  Mr.  Lilley  and  urging  his  help? — A.  No;  because  ALr. 
Lake  had  left  me  with  authority  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  in  conjunction 
with  Senator  Thurston,  and  therefore  my  only  adviser  was  Senator 
Thurston — ^whenever  a  matter  came  up  in  which  I  was  in  doubt  I 
went  to  the  Senator.  So  the  whole  matter  was  practically  in  charge 
of  Senator  Thurston  and  myself. 

Q.  Did  the  Senator  advise  you  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lilley  and  urge 
his  help? — ^A.  He  never  advised  me  as  to  conferring  with  anybody* 
That  was  a  matter  I  took  upon  myself. 

Q.  So  any  talk  with  members  of  the  committee  you  had  was  upon 
your  own  motion? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  inform  the  Senator  what  you  were  doing? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  knew  generally  what  you  were  doing  and  what  was  going 
on? — ^A.  Y'^es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  inform  the  Senator  of  the  reply  of  Mr.  Lillev? — ^A.  I 
don't  know  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  think  I  Kept  it  to  myself.  I  did 
not  want  to  let  them  know  I  had  had  no  more  success. 

Q.  Did  you  confer  with  newspaper  men  during  this  time — ^was  that 
a  part  of  your  employment?— A.  No;  I  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  publicitv  work  of  our  company  in  any  way.  I  am  not  a 
newspaper  man,  but  I  enjoy  newspaper  men's  company,  and  I  have 
been  in  their  company  in  a  social  way,  but  never  talked  business. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  any  news?— A.  I  don't  recollect.  I  may 
have.  I  may  have  given  them  data.  Newspaper  men  have  come 
into  the  office  and  I  have  given  them  our  circulars,  and  they  have,  a 
good  many  of  them,  wanted  photographs,  and  I  might  have  given 
ihem  photograohs,  and  circulars,  and  I  think  I  have,  but  I  never  got 
iny  matter  puolished  in  behalf  of  our  coinpany. 

Q.  All  this  time  you  were  doing  your  office  work  for  the  company 
vourself?— A.  Since  Simon  Lake  returned  to  this  country,  Mr.  tj.  U. 
Lake  has  had  no  active  connection  with  the  business  except  for  a 
week  or  so.  Mrs.  Lake  was  taken  severely  ill  last  summer  while  she 
was  at  Atlantic  City,  and  Mr.  Lake  was  with  her  at  the  hospital  most 
of  the  time,  and  he  also  was  taken  quite  ill,  and  at  the  time  this 
investigaiion  came  up,  a  month  or  so  or  couple  of  weeks  before  that 
he  was  at  the  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  for  treatment,  for  his  wife 

Q.  You  did  the  office  work? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  the  letter  writing? — A.  I  did  the  letter  writing. 

Q.  What  typewriter  do  you  use? — ^A.  I  use  the  Underwood — ^no, 
the  L.  C.  Smith. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  used  itt — ^A.  That  machine  has  been  in  our 
office  for  pretty  near  a  year. 

Q.  Have  you  used  any  other  in  your  office? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other? — ^A.  1  used  the  Smith  Premier. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  use  the  Smith  Premier?— A.  I  have  usod  it 
off  and  on. 
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Q.  Is  it  in  your  office? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  have  two  there? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  typewriter,  have  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whatever  work  you  do  you  do  on  one  of  those  two  machines?— 
A.  Yes;  most  of  it  on  the  Underwood — the  L.  C.  Smith,  rather. 

Q.  Is  the  Underwood  or  L.  C.  Smith  an  open-front  machine?— A. 
How  do  you  mean  ?  One  is  a  visible  machine  and  the  other  an  invis- 
ible, I  guess. 

Q.  After  you  first  saw  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  LiUey  did 
you  go  to  him? — A.  I  went  to  him  at  the  Willard  Hotel  that  night. 
1  was  kind  of  chagrined  wdth  the  fact  that  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced. We  had  had  a  hard  fight  here,  and  I  went  to  ask  him  what 
he  had  to  base  his  resolution  on,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  dictated 
some  matter  to  the  newspaper  men,  and  I  would  see  it  in  the  new»- 

Eaper,  and  that  was  all  tnere  was  to  it.     I  didn't  get  anything  from 
im. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  conversation  you  had  with  him  that  night? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  offer  your  assistance  in  any  way  that  night? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  for  your  assistance  that  night  in  any  way? — A. 
He  did  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  see  him  about  it? — A.  Perhaps  in  a  day  or 
two.  I  kept  going  up  there  to  try  and  find  out  what  was  going  on, 
and  I  thought  he  would  be  the  man  that  would  give  me  the  most 
information,  and  he  was  still  very  reticent  about  giving  me  anything. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  to  you  about  it? — A.  Later  on  he  kmd  of  warmed 
tip  to  the  subject  and  wanted  to  know  what  I  knew. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  That  was  several  days,  right  after  it— a 
couple  of  days  after  it.     I  did  not  keep  any  track  of  it. 

Q.  Was  it  before  the  1st  of  March  ?— A.  I  think  so ;  I  could  not  say 
exactly  as  to  the  date.  But  I  can  give  you  the  facts;  I  could  not 
give  you  the  date. 

Q.  What  information  did  you  give  to  him? — ^A.  I  did  not  give  any 
information  to  him  at  that  time,  but  I  did  suggest  that  he  ought  to 
have  the  advice  of  an  attorney,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  know  of 
one  he  could  get.  | 

Q.  When  did  you  advise  him  that? — A.  Some  little  time  after;  I 
think  it  was  after  his  little  affray  with  Mr.  Lord. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  when  you  advised  him  to  get  an  attor-  i 
ney  ? — A.  He  said  he  had  begun  to  think  so,  too,  but  he  did  not  know 
of  anyone  to  employ  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  would  suggest  anybody. 
It  told  him  I  did  not  know  of  anyone  to  suggest,  but  he  ought  to  have 
some  one  very  familiar  with  submarine  affairs.  And  I  said:  '*We 
would  be  willing  that  you  would  confer  with  our  attorney,  Senator 
Thurston,  until  you  can  get  your  own  attorneys." 

Q.  When  and  where  did  this  occur? — A.  That  occurred  in  his  office. 

Q.  In  this  building? —  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  when  it  was?— A.  Well,  it  was  some  days  after.  I 
think  it  was  after  the  matter  had  come  up  with  Mr.  Lord  and  Mr.  Early. 

Q.  Was  it  within  a  week  after  the  resolution  was  introduced? — ^A. 
I  think  it  was  later  than  that. 

Q.  Ten  days?— A.  It  may  have  been;  I  would  not  say. 
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Q.  Had  you  reported  all  this  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake  or  Mr.  J.  C. 
Lake? — ^A.  No;  I  nad  only  talked  it  over  with  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  And  the  Senator  had  not  seen  him  up  to  that  time? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  think  the  Senator  saw  Mr.  Lilley  until — the  Senator  testified 
as  to  that  yesterday. 

Q.  Did  you  make  an  appointment  with  the  Senator  to  see  Mr. 
LUley?— A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  make  the  appointment  with  him? — A.  At  the 
WiUard,  at  Mr.  Lilley's  apartment,  as  I  recollect. 

Q.  At  the  rec^uest  of  Mr.* Lilley? — A.  Well,  he  said  he  would  be 
^lad  to  confer  with  him,  and  so  I  just  simply  arranged  for  a  meeting, 
and  they  met. 

Q.  Were  you  there? — A.  I  was  not  there  all  of  the  time;  I  think  I 
was  there  part  of  the  time.  I  came  in,  and  I  think  I  walked  out.  It 
was  not  a  matter  that  concerned  me. 

Q.  When  next  did  you  assist  Mr.  Lilley  in  any  way? — A.  After  this 
matter  got  under  headway  or  thereabouts,  I  felt  that  our  company- 
should  furnish  such  data  and  information  as  had  come  into  their 
possession  or  they  knew  of  in  a  personal  way,  to  help  the  committee 
out  in  this  investigation.  There  had  been  general  rumors  of  oppo- 
sition that  we  were  working  against,  and  I  wanted  the  matter  cleared 
up;  and  I  thought  it  was  our  duty  as  a  company  to  clear  it  up;  and  I 
think,  then,  that  I  suggested  to  Mj.  Lake  that  if  they  had  anything  in 
their  possession  of  a  tangible  nature  that  they  could  support  by  affi- 
davits that  they  should  ao  so. 

Q.  Which  Jjake  did  you  suggest  that  to? — A.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Simon 
Lake  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  personally? — A.  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 
Mr.  Simon  Lake  spoke  of  a  letter  yesterday,  and  I  looked  all  through 
my  files  last  night  to  see  if  I  could  find  a  letter.  I  was  talking  with 
Mr.  Lake  over  the  phone  on  matters  relative  to  the  recent  trial  of  the 
Lakes,  and  my  recollection  is  that  I  suggested  to  him  over  the  phone, 
**Mr.  Lake,  if  you  have  any  information  which  will  be  of  value  to  this 
committee,  you  should  furnish  it.''  I  thought  it  was  our  duty  to  do 
everything  we  could,  inasmuch  as  this  affected  submarines,  to  get  the 
atmosphere  cleared  up. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Lake? — A.  He  was  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  You  talked  with  him  over  the  long  distance  at  Bridgeport  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  It  was  in  the  early  part  of  March,  I  think, 
<jr  somewhere  along  there. 

Q.  That  was  voluntary  upon  your  part? — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  was 
all  of  my  own  initiative. 

Q.  Alter  a  consultation  with  Senator  Thurston? — A.  I  do  not 
believe  I  ever  consulted  with  Senator  Thurston  on  that. 

Q.  You  did  it  as  your  own  motion  ? — A.  I  did  it  of  my  own  motion. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Lake  tell  you  over  the  telephone? — A.  He  said 
he  would  look  into  the  matter  and  see  what  they  had. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  instructions  at  that  time? — A.  No;  because 
l»e  relied  on  my  own  judgment  as  to  how  I  should  conduct  the  busi- 
liess  here,  and  I  suppose  if  he  failed  the  result  would  be  the  usual  one. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  to  help  matters? — A.  Well,  after — I  don't 
know — the  thing  came  up,  I  think  I  prepared  some  questions — that 
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iS;  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lilley.  He  sug^ted  certain  tines;  he 
says,  ''you  are  familiar  with  the  submarine  business,"  and  I  tlunk 
I  prepared  certain  questions.     I  know  I  did. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  prepare  questions? — ^A.  Oh,  I  looked  up 
the  records  that  we  had  and  wrote  a  large  number  of  questions. 

Q.  That  is,  the  office  records? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Just  tell  us  how  you  prepared  these  questions,  what  memoranda 
you  had  as  a  basis  for  them? — ^A.  I  had  the  past  trials  in  the  hearings, 
the  Lessler  investigation,  and  correspondence  on  file  that  had  b^n 
published.  I  used  every  available  data  that  I  could.  I  thought 
the  committee  were  not  expert  to  know  the  submarine  business,  and 
this  might  tend  to  throw  some  light  on  the  whole  situation.  And  I 
only  prepared  those  questions  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  the  whole 
situation, 

Q.  Where  did  you  do  this? — A.  In  my  office. 

Q.  In  the  Colorado  Building? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  these  typewriters  that  you  told  me  about? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  the  questions  that  should  be  propounded  to 
Mr.  Rice?— A.  1  tnink  I  prepared  some  of  them;  yes. 

Q.  There  were  a  large  number  of  them?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Several  hundred? — ^A.  I  did  not  prepare  any  several  himdred. 

Q.  We  had  copies  handed  to  us.  What  did  you  do  with  the  orig- 
inals of  the  questions  that  you  prepared  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  think  I  handed 
in  the  originals. 

Q.  To  \raom? — A.  Why,  to  Mr.  Lilley;  I  gave  them  to  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  All  the  questions  you  prepared  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Lilley  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  retained  no  copies  for  yourself  ?-^A.  I  retained  one  or 
two,  but  as  soon  as  the  questions  were  asked  I  threw  them  in  the 
wastebasket.     There  was  no  place  to  file  them. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  with  Senator  Thurston  in  reference  to  these 
questions? — A.  No;  I  told  him  several  times  I  was  going  to  prepare 
Questions,  and  he  said  he  had  no  objections  to  that.  I  askea  him  if 
mere  would  be  any  impropriety  in  preparing  questions.  There  had 
been  matters  coming  up  in  connection  with  the  business — with  sub- 
marine business — over  which  there  was  a  question  yet,  and  I  thought 
by  asking  Mr.  Rice  these  questions  they  could  be  cleared  up. 

Q.  So  you  consulted  with  Senator  Thurston  about  some  lines? — ^A. 
Oh,  yes;  about  general  lines. 

Q.  So  that  you  prepared  a  series  of  questions  to  be  propounded  to 
Mr.  Rice? — A.  Yes;  some  of  them;  not  all  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  many? — ^A.  Oh,  three  or  four  pages, 
three  or  four. 

Q.  Three  or  four  pages  you  prepared? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  ForMr.  Rice?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  prepared  anv  questions  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  Mr.  Frost  ? — A.  Yes;  I  did  for  Mr.  Frost,  too. 

Q.  Where  did  you  have  the  memoranda  for  that  ? — A.  I  think  some 
of  that  was  gotten  from  some — some  of  it  came  from  general  rumor 
and  some  from  correspondence,  and  some  of  it  was  from  some  of  the 
statements  that  had  been  made  before  the  committee. 

Q.  Let  us  locate  a  little  bit  closer.  What  general  rumor  do  you 
refer  to? — A.  Well,  of  the  methods  employed  oy  our  competitor  in 
seekiijg  business  here. 
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Q.  Where  did  you  get  that  information? — ^A.  Well,  it  was  the  gen- 
eral talk. 

a  Who  did  you  hear  it  from? — ^A.  Well,  I  could  not  be  specific — 
y,  I  could  not  be  specific. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  the  newspaper  men  and  get  it  from  them? — 
A.  I  have  talked  with  newspaper  men,  and  I  have  talked  with  every- 
body. 

Q.  What  ones? — ^A.  I  have  talked  with  nearly  all  of  my  acquaint- 
ances, but  not  in  a  business  way.  I  could  not  say  what  ones.  I 
thought  if  those  methods  were  employed  it  is  well — because  I  thought 
if  it  was  not  so  it  will  not  do  any  harm. 

Q.  Can  not  you  specify  any  person  you  talked  with? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  not  you  identify  the  time  you  talked  with  anvbody? — 
A.  Ever  since  I  have  been  here  in  Washington  I  have  talked  with 
people  about  that  subject. 

Q.  And  you  can  not  remember  one  single  name  of  anybody? — 
A.  No;  I  have  not  one  single  name  to  trace  it  down  to,  tnat  1  can 
recollect. 

Q.  And  you  can  nol  locate  any  particular  time? — A.  No.  • 

Q.  That  you  had  a  conversation? — ^A.  No;  I  can  not. 

Q.  Can  you  locate  any  place  where  you  had  any  of  these  conver- 
sations?— ^A.  No;  it  was  just  merely  passing  talk  with  whoever  I 
came  in  touch. 

Q.  What  memoranda  did  you  have  of  it  as  the  basis  of  your  ques- 
tions?— ^A.  Mostly  memory,  as  far  as  these  things  had  come  up,  and 
general  talk. 

Q.  You  said  you  had  something  in  the  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  that  you  had  in  the  office? — A.  Circulars — not 
circulars,  but  reports,  official  reports  and  documents,  and  corre- 
spondence. 

Q.  What  correspondence? — A.  Well,  correspondence  that  had  pre- 
▼iouslv  been  had  between  different  people;  it  is'  all  on  file. 

Q.  With  whom? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect  with  whom  now.  I  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  who. 

Q.  You  consulted  that  correspondence  as  a  basis  for  those  ques- 
tions?— A.  Principally;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  vou  remember  who  wrote  the  letters? — A.  Simply  by 
seeing  the  letters.  Some  of  it  was  just  a  history  that  Mr.  Lake  had 
made  of  his  submarine  experience  in  seeking  business  here,  in  the 
Govemmemt,  and  a  good  deal  of  it  w^as  based  on  this  pamphlet 
which  he  had 

Q.  This  was  a  memorandum  prepared  by  Mr.  Lake  that  you 
used? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Lake.  It 
was  a  memorandum  in  the  office.     It  is  still  there. 

9.  Was  it  in  handwriting  or  typewritten? — A.  It  was  a  type- 
written document. 

Q.  Any  signature  to  it? — A.  No,  no. 

Q.  Any  date  to  it? — A.  There  are  dates  in  the  document,  but  I 
doubt  it  being  dated. 

Q.  Any  statement  in  it  showing  by  whom  it  was  prepared? — ^A. 
No. 

Q.  That  document  is  in  your  office  ? — A.  Sure  it  is  there. 

Q.  And  you  consulted  and  used  that  document  as  a  basis  for  these 
questions?— A.  I  consulted  and  used  a  number  of  documents. 
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Q.  Are  they  all  there  in  the  office? — ^A.  They  ought  to  be;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  there  at  the  time  you  used  them  f— A.  Why,  yes. 

Q.  Did  anybody  help  you  in  preparing  these  questions  I— -A.  'Why, 
only  the  suggestions  that  I  got  from  Mr.  Lilley  as  to  the  line  he  want^ 
to  Dursue,  and  I  talked  it  over  with  Senator  Thurston. 

(4.  Did  you  consult  with  anybody  else? — A.  No;  not  as  to  the 
preparation  of  the  questions,  as  1  recollect. 

Q.  And  you  prepared  questions  for  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Frost,  and  who 
else? — ^A.  Well,  I  prepared  them,  if  I  can  recollect — I  don't  know  as 
I  can  recollect.  I  think  I  prepared  some  for  Mr.  Bamett  and  Mr. 
Johnson  on  the  books. 

Q.  And  for  Mr.  Treadwell? — A.  Yes;  those  questions  that  were 
asked  Mr.  Treadwell.  We  wanted  something  along  those  hues,  and 
I  prepared  them. 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  the  technical  questions? — A.  Yes;  those  that 
Mr.  Lake  referred  to  yesterday. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  your  information  ? — ^A.  In  some  data  w^e  have 
in  the  office. 

Q.  They  all  came  from  vour  offiofe  records  ?-^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  anybody  else  in  preparing  those  technical  ques- 
tions?— A.  No;  I  do  not  think  I  did;  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  did  that  yourself? — A.  Yes;  or  from  those  documents.  It 
did  not  take  very  much  to  prepare  the  questions.  I  know  they  smiled 
at  some  of  them. 

Q.  When  you  wrote  those  off  which  typewriter  did  you  use? — A.  I 
used  both  typewriters. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  questions?  How  many  sets  did  you 
prepare? — A.  I  generally  only  prepared  one  set,  and  one  or  two  I  did 
prepare  copies,  and  when  they  were  introduced  I  tore  them  up,  after 
they  had  been  asked.  They  simply  would  have  laid  around  and  they 
were  not  of  any  use. 

Q.  After  you  prepared  the  questions,  what  did  you  do  with  them? — 
A.  1  handeci  them  to  Mr.  Lilley  and  said,  ''If  there  is  anything  there 
that  will  help  you,  I  hope  you  can  use  them?'' 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  names  of  witnesses  to  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Whose  names  did  you  suggest  ? — A.  The  officers  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company;  some  of  them,  not  all  of  them.  He  had  some  and 
he  asked  me  for  some. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  any  other  names? — A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  offer  to  furnish  Mr.  Lilley  any  affidavits? — A.  No;  I 
only  gave  those  that  came  in  my  possession  to  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  What  affidavits  came  into  your  possession? — A.  Well,  there 
was  an  affidavit  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  and  an  affidavit  from  Mr.  Adams, 
and  an  affidavit  from  Mr.  Ferguson. 

Q.  Any  other? — A.  Not  that — there  may  have  been  another,  I 
don't  know.  There  was  an  affidavit,  I  don't  recollect,  I  handed  him 
three  or  four  affidavits^ 

Q.  You  have  recalled  three. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Ferguson  and  Mr.  Adams.  Do  you  recall  any  other  affi- 
davits that  you  received  ? — A.  There  was  another  paper,  from  a  man 
up  in  Connecticut  some  place,  but  I  don't  recollect  how  I  got  that 
affidavit.  I  saw  it,  and  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  made  by  ilr. 
Lilley — I  looked  over  it,  whether  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  I  don't 
recollect. 
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Q.  You  don't  recollect  whether  it  came  to  you? — ^A.  No. 
Q.^  Would  you  not  recollect  if  it  came  to  you  from  vour  company  ? — 
A.  Ao;  I  would  not,  because  I  was  not  paying  much  attention  to  the 
details  of  those  things.     I  never  have.     1  have  simply  the  facts  in 
my  mind  and  I  never  bother  myself  with  details. 

Q.  Did  you  request  information  from  the  Bridgeport  office  to  help 
you  in  preparing  these  questions? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  anv  information  from  the  Bridgeport  office  to 
assist  you?— A.  Not  that  I  recall;  no,  sir. 

Q.  lou  evolved  it  all  from  your  own  information  here? — A.  From 
information  I  had  here;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notify  or  report  to  Mr.  Lake  that  you  were  doing  this 
work? — ^A.  No;  I  cfon't  recollect  that  I  did.  I  just  simplv  thought 
there  was  no  use  bothering  him,  and  whenever  I  needed  advice  I 
went  to  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  What  other  sources  of  information  did  you  use  in  preparing 
these  questions? — A.  I  think  I  have  given  all  tnat  I  recollect.  I  do 
not  know  of  any — I  could  not  identify  them. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  anybody  else  that  you  went  to  to  get 
information? — A.  No;  I  really  can  not  recall  anyone  else. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department? — A. 

No ;  I  did  not  have  any  records  of  the  Navy  Department  that  I  knew  of. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  the  records  of  the  Navy  Committees? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Members  of  Congress  concerning  this  or  get 

information  from  them? — A.  No;  I  did  not.    • 

Q.  You  talked  wnth  some  newspaper  men? — A.  No,  not  anv; 
just  simply  in  a  general  way,  as  newspaper  men  would  talk  on  a  sub- 
ject. Tney  were  after  news,  and  I  suppose  they  thought  if  I  had  any 
the  best  way  to  get  it  was  to  get  it  in  conversation,  and  we  talked  in 
that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  news  about  this? — A.  No,  because  I  was 
not  in  the  inside,  and  I  did  not  have  any  to  give. 

Q.  You  have  testified,  if  I  remember,  that  when  y^ou  received 
those  affidavits  from  Connecticut,  there  was  only  an  original  affi- 
davit?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  all. 
Q.  And  that  came  to  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  delivered  that  original  affidavit  to  Mr.  Lilley? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  copy  of  that  affidavit  while  it  was  in  your 
possession? — A.  I  made  no  copies  of  an  affidavit. 

Q.  So  when  you  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  it  was  just  the  original 
affidavit  and  nothing  more  ? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  Did  you  get  the  information  that  was  received  concerning 
Gen.  M.  C.  Butler  and  his  connection  with  the  old  Holland  Com- 
pany ^--A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  that? — A.  After  I  had  learned 
about  that,  I  think  I  learned  about  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Q-  Did  you  inform  Mr.  Lilley  about  that? — A.  No;  I  did  not  in- 
form Mr.  Lillev  about  that. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  anything  about  the  relations  of  Mr.  Creac}'  with 
the  old  Holland  Company?— A.  Oh,  yes;  that  was  general  rumor; 
everybody  knew  that  I  guess. 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  the  questions  to  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Creacy? — A.  Well,  now,  I  can  not  say  as  to  that. 
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Q.  Don't  you  recall  whether  you  did  or  not? — ^A.  I  can  not  recall 
that.  I  would  be  very  elad  to  tell  you  if  I  did.  I  haven't  anything 
to  keep  back  as  to  anything  I  prepared.  I  prepared  a  great  deal  (^ 
stuff  and  I  have  nothing  to  keep  back;  it  is  only  a  question  of  remand' 
bering  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whetiier  you  prepared  this  question  for  Mr. 
Creacyornot? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  you  prepared  the  questions  to  Doctor 
Kerr? — ^A.  I  really  could  not  say.  Some  of  those  I  prepared.  I 
have  prepared  an  abundance  of  questions  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lilley,  and  I  simply  did  it  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  committee.  I 
did  not  do  it  to  reflect  on  the  committee  in  any  way  or  from  any 

Eoint  of  impropriety.  I  have  consulted  with  Senator  Thurston,  and 
e  said  he  saw  no  impropriety  about  it,  but  he  said  it  is  an  awful 
diflicult  matter  to  bring  out  information  simply  from  questions.  I 
will  ^ve  you  all  the  information  I  know  on  the  subject;  I  do  not  want 
to  withhold  anything  from  you. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  whether  you  prepared  the  questions  for  Mr. 
Lilley  or  not? — ^A.  No;  I  do  not  recall  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Kerr? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  was 
generally  rumored  that  Mr.  Xerr  had  been  employed  with  the  Hol- 
land Company  for  years,  and  I  understood  his  name  to  have  been 
brought  up  in  connection  with — I  think  it  is  in  the  record  of  the 
Lessler  inquiry. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  information  you  had? — ^A.  I  would  not  know 
Doctor  Kerr  if  I  would  see  him. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  person  who  told  you  anything  in  connection 
with  Mr.  Kerr  with  the  companjr? — ^A.  No;  I  have  no  recollection  on 
the  subject  at  all.  A  lot  of  this  stuff  came  to  me,  and,  like  general 
information,  some  would  go  into  one  ear  and  out  the  other  and  some 
I  would  make  a  note  of. 

Q.  In  what  way  would  this  come  to  you? — A.  Gossip,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  with?— A.  Anybody  I  might  talk  with. 

Q.  Who  would  it  be? — A.  Really  I  could  not  say,  Air.  Stevens. 

Q.  Can  not  3''ou  recall  any  individual  you  talked  with  and  got  some 
information  from? — A.  I  can  not,  because  I  never  paid  suflScient 
attention  to  it.  My  business  was  not  here  to  look  up  the  matters 
of  our  competitors;  it  was  to  get  business,  and  if  they  were  doing 
anything  to  keep  us  from  getting  the  business  it  was  to  try  .and  offset 
it  as  well  as  we  could. 

Q.  You  can  not  recall  any  person  you  talked  with  who  gave  you 
the  information  about  this  man  that  I  gave  you? — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  the  question  for  Mr.  Sands? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
may  have ;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  anything  about  Mr.  Sands  in  connection 
with  the  old  companv? — A.  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Sands  had  been 
employed  with  the  old  company  and  had  gotten  some  information, 
ana  looked  after  their  European  business  and  gotten  a  statement  on 
that  from  some  naval  officer  recommending  submarines. 

Q.  Have  you  information  in  your  office  by  which  such  questions 
were  prepared  for  Mr.  Sands? — A.  I  mav  have. 

Q.   You  do  not  remember,  then? — A.  No;  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  prepare  the  questions  for  Mr.  Creacy? — ^A.  Let  me 
see — I  think  I  did;  I  don't  know. 


HEARINGS   ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1191 

Q.  Then  where  did  you  get  yoiir  information? — ^A.  I  got  that  from 
the  newspapers — ^I  think  afterwards — and  from  what  had  come  into 
the  committee  here.  I  think  I  consulted  some  newspaper  clippings; 
I  do  not  know  just  exactly  where  I  got  that. 

Q.  Did  you  furnish  Mr.  Lilley  with  newspaper  clippings  that  he 
used  in  his  testimony?— A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  'consult  those  newspaper  clippings  in  preparing  your 
questions  for  Mr.  Gordon? — A.  I  consultea  those  and  the  general 
report  about  that  Mr.  Gordon  had  been  employed.  I  did  not  know 
anything  about  it  until  after  I  saw  it  in  the  newspapers,  because  I 
haS  never  seen  Mr.  Gordon  and  never  came  in  touch  with  him,  and 
never  knew  that  Mr.  Gordon  was  coupled  with  the  Electric  Boat 
Company. 

Q.  Wnat  newspaper  did  you  see  this  in? — A.  I  think  it  was  some 
of  the  Washington  papers.     It  may  have  come  in  some  of  our  cUp- 
pings;  we  take  cUppmgs  from  the  New  York  CUpping  Bureau. 
Q.  You  do  not  recall  which  Washington  paper S?— A.  No;  I  do  not. 
Q.  You  do  not  recall  which  one  of  the  papers?— A.  No;  I  do  not. 
Q.  You  may  have  seen  it  in  your  printing. — A.  I  may  have. 
Q.  What  is  the  scope  of  the  cUppings  that  you  received? — A.  We 
do  not  limit  them.    We  tell  them  to  send  anything  that  touches  on 
submarines. 

Q.  Is  it  your  business  to  read  them  over? — A.  I  generally  look 
them  over  each  day  as  they  come  in;  anything  of  importance  we  file 
them  all. 

Q.  You  think  it  is  from  some  of  those  clippings  that  you  first  got 

information  concerning  Mr.  Gordon? — A.  I  am  quite  sure  it  is.     I 

mav  have  gotten  it  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Lilley;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  where  you  got  your  information  upon  which 

these  questions  were  based?— A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  recall. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  you  got  your  information  outside  of  this 
newspaper?— A.  I  do  not  Imow  of  any  place  I  could  have  gotten  it 
unless  it  was  from  Mr.  Lilley  in  my  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  You  got  that  information  probal)ly  from  Mr.  Lilley  in  prepar- 
ing your  questions  for  Mr.  Gordon? — A.  Probably;  yes.  The  details 
of  (lates  I  have  got  a  great  many  other  matters  I  am  paying  atten- 
tion to  and  a  good  many  of  these  things  I  did  in  a  perfunctorv  sort 
of  a  way  to  help  out.     1  could  not  be  positive  of  all  my  details. 

Q.  At  Mr.  Lflley's  request  did  you  do  this? — A.  Yes;  a  good  bit 
of  it.  He  said,  "You  understand  this  thing,  many  phases  of  it;  I  am 
awfully  busy;  I  wish  you  would  help  me  out."     1  tnought  it  was  my 


uiy  to 


Tou  kept  informed  as  best  you  could  during  this  investiga- 
tion?— A.  I  have  kept  informed;  yes. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anyone  in  your  office  now;  is  it  open? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  as  there  is.  Mr.  Lake  was  going  away  at  3  o'clock, 
and  Mr.  Adams,  and  so  they  were  all  going  away  to-day. 

The  Chaibman.  Do  you  object  to  giving  Mr.  Haynes,  clerk  to  the 
committee,  the  key  to  your  office,  so  that  he  may  prepare  sample 
papers  from  the  typewriters  in  vour  office  ? 

A.  No;  I  will  go  down  with  him. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  want  you  here. 

A.  Why,  no;  here  is  the  key;  you  can  go  down  and  take  anything 
you  want. 
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Q.  Since  this  investigation  has  started  and  vou  have  been  prepar- 
ing these  questions  have  you  received  any  fresn  information  that  has 
assisted  you? — A.  Only  those  affidavits  that  I  recall  that  came  in 
here. 

Q.  You  have  not  received  any  new  information  in  connection  with 
your  files? — A.  No;  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

.  Q.  So  that  your  files  contain  the  information  just  -exactly  as  you 
used  it  as  the  basis  for  those  questions? — ^A.  It  may;  I  gave  to  ilr. 
Lilley  a  lot  of  the  documents,  in  order  that  he  might  prepare  Unes  of 
questions.  I  told  him  I  could  not  attend  to  alL  this.  I  have  been 
studying  law  here  in  connection  with  my  work  and  I  gave  him  a  lot 
of  those  documents. 

Q.  Now,  when  did  you  give  him  those  documents? — A.  A  number 
of  days  ago)  and  from  time  to  time  I  gave  them  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  give  that  information  to  him  before  he  introduced  his 
resolution? — ^A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  It  was  all  after? — A.  It  was  all  after  the  committee  had  been  in 
session. 

Q.  Was  it  after  this  committee  had  been  appointed,  do  you  know  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  all  of  this  done  after  the  committee  had  been  appointed? — 
A.  I  am  quite  sure.  I  will  not  be  certain  of  what  inrormation  I 
have  given  him,  but  it  was  after  the  committee  had  been  appointed, 
I  am  quite  sure. 

Q.  You  gave  him  none  of  this  information  you  have  told  us  about 
before  the  committee  had  been  appointed? — A.  I  am  sure  of  that. 

Q.  You  recall  there  was  quite  a  time  intervened  between  the  time 
Mr.  Lilley  introduced  his  resolution  and  the  time  the  committee  was 
appointed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  confer  with  him  during  that  time? — ^A.  I  did  on 
several  different  times  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  he  had  to  back 
up  his  resolution  with,  and  he  would  not  give  me  any  information  or 
talk  much  with  me  on  the  subject.  I  think  it  was  a  little  after  the  time 
that  Mr.  Lilley  had  his  little  newspaper  controversy  that  I  told 
him  I  thought  he  ought  to  have  the  assistance  of  an  attorney  and 
suggested  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  first  time  that  you  and  he  had  a  rather  brief 
talk  about  this  matter? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  first  time  that  he 
really  condescended  to  talk  much  to  me  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  about  how  long  that  was  after  he  had  introduced 
his  resolution;  was  it  before  this  committee  was  appointed? — A.  It 
must  have  been,  because  I  do  not  think  it  was  appomted  until  after 
the  Lord  newspaper  episode. 

Q.  Did  you  take  part  in  that  hearing  before  the  press  committee? — 
A.  Oh,  no ;  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  that. 
.    Q.  Did  you  furnish  any  information  for  the  press  committee  ? — A. 
Not  a  thing. 

Q.  Did  you  follow  that  investigation  that  the  press  committee 
made? — A.  No;  only  generally  as  the  report  was.  I  know  nothing 
about  it. 

Q.  vSo  that  you  had  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Lillev,  and  he  opened 
up  after  the  press  committee  investigation? — A.  les,  sir;  it  was 
aoout  the  time  that  your  committee  went  into  session,  I  tliink. 
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Q.  And  up  to  that  time  you  had  given  him  no  assistance? — A.  No; 
I  had  not  been  any  assistance  to  him. 

Q.  And*  up  to  that  time  you  had  not  learned  from  him  anything 
about  the  scope  of  his  information? — A.  No;  he  simply  would  say, 
**Well,  I  have  got  enough  to  support  me  in  my  controversy." 

Q.  Did  he  communicate  to  you  at  that  time  any  information  he 
had?— A.  No. 

Q.  Has  he  communicated  any  since? — A.  Only  what*  has  come  out 
of  the  committee;  everything  has  come  out  of  the  committee  that  I 
have  any  knowledge  of. 

Q.^  And  he  has  directed  you  simply  in  preparing  these  questions? — 
A.  Yes.  Oh,  he  suggested  lines  along  which  he  wanted  questions 
asked  in  order  to  draw  out  points  that  he  had  in  mind. 

Q.  Has  he  suggested  facts  to  you  to  base  questions  upon? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  What  facts  did  he  suggest? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say,  because 
I  have  not  burdened  my  mind  with  all  that  stuff;  I  would  get  it  off 
and  foreet  it. 

Q.  Efe  suggested  facts  to  you  concerning  Mr.  Frost? — A.  Many  of 
them;  I  know  he  did.  The  questions  were  mostly  all  prepared 
along  the  lines  that  he  indicated  to  me  that  he  wanted  questions 
prepared. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  facts? — A.  Some  data,  I  think;  some  of 
them  contained  in  pamphlets  and  articles;  we  had  general  information 
and  some  data  that  he  nad  ^iven  me. 

Q.  What  way  would  he  give  that  to  you? — A.  He  would  just  sim- 
ply tell  it  to  me  and  I  would  go  and  use  it. 

Q.  Where  would  he  tell  it  to  you? — A.  I  have  seen  him  in  his  room 
at  the  Willard  Hotel  two  or  three  times  a  week.  I  saw  him  about 
this  thing.  He  was  very  willing  to  have  my  assistance  after  he  got 
into  this,  but  he  did  not  want  very  much  before  he  got  into  it. 

S.  He  would  make  appointments  with  you  to  meet  him  at  the 
ard? — A.  I  would  generally  go  down  to  see  what  was  going  on 
or  to  find  out  what  had  developed,  or  the  secretary  would  come  and 
teD  me  that  Mr.  Lilley  would  like  to  see  me. 

Q.  He  would  come  to  your  office? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley  came  up  to  the 
office  on  one  occasion,  that  was  some  time  ago.  He  never  came  in. 
He  stopped  and  asked  me  questions  about  some  matter.  I  think 
it  was  aoout  the  preparation  of  some  data  and  that  was  the  only 
time.  The  secretary  came  up,  and  I  allowed  his  secretary  to  use 
my  typewriter  to  prepare  some  questions  from  the  data  we  had  in 
the  office.  He  prepared  some  of  the  questions  in  the  office  there  on 
my  typewriter. 

Q.  That  is,  his  secretary? — ^A.  Yes;  with  the  data  I  gave  him. 

Q.  Did  that  occur  very  often? — ^A.  Once  or  twice. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  these  questions  were  prepared 
outeide  of  your  office? — ^A.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  have  seen  most  of  them  here? — ^A.  No;  I  have  not  read 
them  or  looked  after  it  much.  I  have  not  given  this  any  more  time 
than  I  had  to,  because  I  wanted  to  put  my  time  on  my  books. 

Q.  Would  you  not  recognize  if  any  of  these  questions  had  been 
prepared  outside  of  your  office? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  as  I  could.  I 
would  endeavor  to. 
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Q.  Do  you  not  know  whether  or  not  any  of  these  questions  were 
prepared  outside  of  your  office? — ^A.  There  is  a  raft  of  questions  I 
never  prepared. 

Q.  Lots  of  them? — ^A.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  claim  I  prepared  all  of 
those  by  a  great  deal. 

Q.  What  list  of  questions  were  there  that  were  prepared  outside 
of  your  office  that  you  did  not- assist  in  preparing? — A.  I  could  not 
say  until  we  reviewed  them  and  see  what  is  there.  I  could  not  even 
tell  then  what  questions  I  prepared.     I  could  not  recall. 

Q.  Of  course  1  am  speaking  of  the  questions  Mr.  Lilley  submitted 
to  the  committee  to  be  propounded  to  the  witnesses. — ^A.  I  oiight  to 
identify  those  questions  I  prepared  I  think.  I  do  not  know  whetlier 
I  could  differentiate  between  my  typewriting  and  somebody  else's. 
I  would  endeavor  to  do  so  if  I  could. 

Q.  Did  you  see  questions  which  Mr.  Lilley  prepared  which  had  not 
been  prepared  in  your  office? — A.  Not  to  my  recollection;  I  would 
not  say  for  certain. 

Q.  You  would  identify  your  own  typewriting? — ^A.  I  do  not  know- 
as  1  could.  I  would  endeavor  to.  I  do  not  know  as  my  typewriter 
is  different  from  anybody  else's. 

Q.  Those  questions  that  were  propounded  to  Mr.  Rice — there  were 
about  a  dozen  or  fifteen  pa^es  or  them — do  you  remember  how 
many  pages  you  prepared  of  those? — ^A.  I  really  don't  know.  I 
thinK  1  prepared  several  pages;  I  don't  know — tnree  or  four,  five 
or  six,  or  seven;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  of  Mjp.  Frost,  there  were  about  four  pages  of  those.  Do 
you  know  whether  you  prepared  all  of  them? — ^A.  No;  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  prepared  all  of  them? 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  indicate  to  you  that  he  had  other  questions 
being  prepared  somewhere  else? — ^A.  I  don't  think  we  discussed  that; 
I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  You  obtained  no  information  from  him,  then,  as  to  whether 
you  were  the  sole  one  who  was  helping  him? — ^A.  No;  I  did  not  talk 
over  that  at  all.     It  did  not  interest  me. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  give  you  other  sources  of  his  information  con- 
cerning the  preparation  of  questions ?— A.  No;  not  that  I  recollect. 
If  you^woula  let  me  see  the  questions  I  could  more  than  likely  tell 
those.  ^        ^    p 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  I  have  some  of  these  qu^tions  here  that  wiU  perhaps  assist 
Mr.  Neff.  That  seems  to  be  (I  show  the  witness)  the  question  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propounded  to  Mr.  W.  D.  Gordon? — 
A.  I  think  so;  I  would  not  say. 

Q.  Here  is  a  paper;  here  are  a  series  of  questions  submitted  by 
Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propounded  to  C.  E.  Creecy,  C.  S.  McNeir,  and  Hon. 
M.  C.  Butler. — A.  1  think  I  prepared  those;  I  am  pretty  positive  I 

frepared  all  of  that  stuff.     I  think  it  is  on  the  same  kind  of  paper, 
think  I  gave  Mr.  Lilley's  secretary  a  great  deal  of  the  paper  and 
he  nr^pared  it  on  the  typewriter.     I  did  not  prepare  that. 

Q.  Which  is  that? — A.  I  think  I  prepared  this  stuff;  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  I  will  show  you  the  questions  which  were  submitted  to  the 

committee  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propoimded  to  the  witness,  W.  D. 

Gordon,  and  ask  you  whether  you  prepared  those  questions  ?— A.  I 

think  I  prepared  those  questions. 
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Q.  Also  in  one  of  the  papers  the  questions  which  you  submitted 
to  be  put  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Creecy,  C.  S.  McNeir,  and  Hon.  M.  C.  Butler. — 
A.  Well,  now,  I  think  the  substance  of  that  was  given  to  me  and  I 
think  I  prepared  it. 

Q.  I  am  just  asking  now  about  the ^A,  Typewriting,  yes. 

Q.  Also  a  set  of  questions  submitted  to  the  committee  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  be  put  to  Mr.  E.  W.  Creecy,  Mr.  F.  P.  B.  Sands,  and  Dr. 
W,  K.  Kerr. — A.  I  think  I  prepared  that. 

Q.  Also  a  series  of  questions  or  a  few  questions  submitted  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  the  country,  to  be  propounded  to  Frank  L.  Edinborough? — 
A.  It  looks  like  my  typewriting;  I  would  not  say  for  sure. 

Q-  Also  questions  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propounded  to 
Hon.  Marion  C.  Butler? — A.  That  looks  like  my  typewritmg. 

Mr.  Howard.  Let  us  go  into  the  substance  of  the  questions  and 
not  merely  the  typewriting. — ^A.  I  think  it  was  all  suggested  to  me. 
Q.  A  series  of  questions  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propounded 
to  Mr.  Treadwell.  State  whether  or  not  you  prepared  those  ques- 
tions.— ^A.  Well,  I  know  I  prepared  those.  I  do  not  know  whether 
that  is  my  typewriting;  that  is  what  I  did  not  recognize;  it  did  not 
look  like  my  typewritmg.  I  think  I  prepared  this  whole  bunch  of 
questions.  Those  are  the  identical  questions;  got  them  out  of  Com- 
mander Suter's  book. 

Q.  The  paper  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley  entitled  ''Questions  for 
naval  officers  that  may  testify  as  to  the  Lake  boats." — A.  Yes;  I 
think  I  prepared  those;  yes. 

Q.  Also  questions  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Feny} — A.  Yes — ^that  is  not  my  typewriting  though;  I  know  it  is 
not  my  typewriting. 
Q.  They  are  not  written  on  your  typewriter,  but  you  think  the 

questions A.  No;  I  would  not  say  as  to  that;  my  recollection  is 

poor  on  that. 

Q.  Also  questions  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Frost? — A.  I  think  I  prepared  those;  yes. 

Q.  The  one  I  refer  to  now  contains  the  name  of  the  woman. — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Those  questions  you  prepared? — A.  Yes.  Well,  they  were  sug- 
gested to  me. 

Q.  The  questions,  then,  were  put  in  form  by  jou? — ^A.  I  think  so, 
either  me  or  Mr.  Lilley's  secretary.  I  allowed  him  to  use  my  machine 
in  several  instances. 

Q.  Here  is  another  series  of  questions  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley  to 
be  propounded  Mr.  Frost. — A.  Yes;  I  think  I  did  the  typewriting  on 
those. 

Q.  Then,  as  I  understand  it,  Mr.  NeflF,  the  questions  that  I  have 
submitted  to  you  were  prepared;  I  do  not  mean  that  you  originated 

the  questions A.  I  comd  not  say  positively.     I  would  say  that 

they  look  like  questions  I  prepared;  that  is,  some  of  the  typewriting 
I  could  not  recognize,  but  you  can  say  that  as  a  general  tlung  a  large 
portion  of  that  1  got  out. 

Q.  Now  a  number  of  these,  most  all  of  them,  at  least  a  number  of 
them,  conclude  in  this  way:  '*Not  being  an  attorney  or  having  an 
opportunity  under  the  rules  of  the  committee  to  have  any  of  said  wit- 
nesses examined  by  attorneys,  I  am  imable  to  state  more  specifically 
the  line  of  inquiry  I  desire  to  have  pursued,  and  the  responsibility  of 
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stich  examination  must  remain  as  decided  by  the  committee  upon  the 
members  thereof/'  Whose  language  is  that? — A.  That  is  not  mine: 
that  is  Senator  Thurston's. 

Q.  Were  those  questions  dictated  by  you  to  a  stenographer? — A. 
No;  I  had  no  stenographer.  I  do  my  own  typewriting  unless  it  is  a 
case  of  rush  that  I  am  not  able  to  attend  to  it.* 

Q.  Then  this  typewriting  was  either  done  by  you  or  in  some  in- 
stances by  Mr.  Lilley's  secretary? — A.  I  should  say  so;  yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  questions  when  you  had  written 
them  out^ — A.  I  generally  took  them  to  Mr.  Lilley;  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  consulted  Senator  Thurston  on  them  or  not.  Sometimes 
I  told  him  what  I  was  going  to  do.  I  would  tell  him  what  I  was 
going  to  do  and  he  would  tell  me,  *'Go  ahead;  there  is  no  impro- 
priety about  that."  And  I  trust  that  the  committee  does  not  see 
any  inipropriety.     I  have  nothing  to  keep  from  you. 

Q.  We  are  not  finding  any  fault  at  all. — A.  And  I- do  not  want  you 
to  think  that  I  was  trying  to  impede  the  work  or  to  do  anything 
detrimental. 

Q.  We  are  not  finding  any  fault  at  all.  Then  let  me  ask:  These 
questions,  these  various  lists  that  conclude  with  the  paragraph  I 
have  quoted  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Lilley  is  not  an  attorney,  etc.,  did 
those  questions  originate  with  you  or  were  they  given  to  you  by 
somebody  else? — A.  I  think  that  we  talked  them  over,  didn't  we, 
Senator,  and  the  Senator  either  suggested  them  to  me  or  dictated 
them;  I  am  not  sure.  I  think  Mr.  Lilley  said  he  wanted  something 
along  that  line  and  either  told  the  Senator  and  then  the  ideas  were 
conveyed  to  me  and  I  may  have  gotten  them  out.  Really,  I  wish  I 
had  more  details  as  to  just  what  did  happen,  because  it  is  just  simply 
a  Question  that  I  did  not  burden  my  mmd  with  those  things. 

Q.  You  and  the  Senator  between  you,  then,  got  out  the  questions! 

Senator  Thurston.  I  will  answer  that.  All  of  those  lists  of  ques- 
tions that  wind  up  in  the  manner  indicated  were  dictated  by  me  to 
Mr.  Neff .  As  to  any  of  the  other  lists  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
them. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  You  put  that  to  all  you  dictated — ^you  wound  up 
with  that  paragraph  ? 

Senator  Thurston.  I  emploved  the  same  peroration  in  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Howard.  That  is  your  hall-mark? 

Senator  Thurston.  Yes. 

Q.  Aside  from  those  which  the  Senator  said  he  dictated  to  you,  who 
were  present  when  you  prepared  or  dictated  those  other  questions?— 
A.  Well,  I  did  not  dictate  anv  other  questions;  I  know  that  Mr. 
Lilley's  secretary  came  up  for  data.  He  said  he  could  not  get  docu- 
ments that  he  was  trying  to  prepare  some  figures  from  and  he  wanted 
to  know  if  I  had  them.  I  turned  over  what  documents  and  reports 
I  had  to  him,  and  I  know  while  I  was  working  there  he  worked  on 
those,  and  he  prepared  a  great  deal  of  matter  from  the  documents  I 
had  submitted  to  nim. 

Q.  Mr.  Neff,  I  think  you  testified  that  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  J.  C. 
Lake,  and  I  don't  know  whether  you  mentioned  Sam.  Ferguson  or  not. 
Did  you  mention  his  affidavit? — ^A.  Why,  yes. 

Q.  They  were  sent  to  you  from  Bridgeport? — ^A.  Either  sent  to 
me  from  Bridgeport  or  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Lake. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  about  when  you  received  that? — A.  I  could  not 
state  the  date;  surely  after  they  were  dated. 

Q.  Mr.  Sam.  Fei^uson's  is  dated  March  12  and  Mr.  Lake's  March 
16. — A.  They  either  came  to  me  by  mail  or  they  were  handed  to  me 
by  Mr.  Simon  Lake.  He  was  down  here  on  the  18th  of  March.  He 
came  down  here  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  report  of  the  Lakers 
recent  trial. 

Q.  You  either  received  them  by  mail  or  bv  hand  about  the  18th 
of  March?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  you  did  not  make  copies  of  them? — A.  No; 
I  did  not  make  copies  of  them. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  hand  them  to  Mr.  Lilley  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 
Some  of  them  I  guess  I  handed  right  away,  anH  others  I  kept  I  think 
for  s<ime  little  time. 

S.  I  mean  these  two,  Fei^uson  and  Lake. — A.  Really,  Mr.  01m- 
.  I  could  not  state  just  wnat  date  I  did  hand  them  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  them  soon  after  you  received  them  ? — A.  I  may 
or  mav  not;  I  could  not  say;  I  know  I  handed  them  to  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Xeff,  how  much  of  the  year  1907  did  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  stay 
in  Washington? — A.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  here  off  and  on.  He  was 
inclined  to  go  about  from  place  to  place — that  is,  backward  and  for- 
ward between  Bridgeport.  He  liked  to  travel,  and  he  was  at  a  sana- 
torium for  a  large  portion  of  the  time.  When  the  Attorney-GeneraPs 
report  was  made  he Was  in  the  sanatorium.* 

Q.  Where? — A.  Washington  Sanitorium,  at  Takoma  Park. 

Q.  But  he  was  here,  coming  and  going? — A.  Off  and  on:  he  had 
charge  of  the  matter,  and  I  was  under  Mr.  Lake  at  that  time.  When 
he  was  absent  I  had  supervision  of  matters. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  McNeir^s  testimony? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  read  it? — A.  No,  I  have  not.  Yes:  I  read  some  parts 
of  Mr.  McXeir's  testimony  as  to  some  letters  he  submitted.  I  recol- 
lect now  I  did  read  some  of  his  testimony. 

Q.  You  saw  him  here;  vou  knew  that  he  was  here  representing 

A.  Oh,  yes;  I  had  seen  Mr.  McNeir  on  the  street. 

Q.  It  is  not  important,  but  your  duties  in  relation  to  the  Lake  Boat 
Company A.  Are  very  similar  to  Mr.^  McXeir^s  duties. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Lilley — Representative  Lilley, 
of  Connecticut  ? — A.  I  met  him  about  the  Ist  of  January,  1907,  firat. 
I  met  him  some  time  early  in  January,  I  think. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  afterwards  ? — A.  At  Bridgeport. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  meet  him  there? — A.  We  were  giving 
a  demonstration  of  the  Lake. 

Q.  Did  vou  go  down  in  the  Lake  boat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  go  down,  too? — A.  Yes. 

Q-  Was  there  anything  to  eat  and  drink  on  that  occasion? — ^A. 
There  was  plenty  to  eat,  but  nothing  to  drink,  1  am  sorry  to  say. 

Q.  Did  the  guests  pay  for  their  own  luncheon? — A.  No,  sir;  it 
was  prepared  on  boara  and  served  on  board. 

Q.  Presumably  by  the  host  of  the  occasion? — A.  We  served  it; 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  not  be  so  unkind  as  to  take  people  out  at  sea  and 
not  give  them  luncheon? — ^A.  No;  we  wantecl  them  to  be  as  com- 
fortable as  possible,  and  it  was  out  during  the  lunch  hour,  and  so  we 
prepared  this  limch. 
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Q.  Now,  b)^  whose  invitation,  if  you  know,  was  Mr.  Lilley  there  ? — 
A.  I  think  he  was  there  at  Mr.  S,  C.  Lake's  invitiaton,  as  I  recol- 
lect it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  write  to  Mr.  Lilley  asking  him  to  come  there  at 
that  time? — A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  send  .him  a  written  invitation? — A.  No;  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  was  seen  personally  or  how. 

Q.  If  he  did  get  one,  you  did  not  send  it? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  When  next  did  you  meiet  him? — A.  I  think  I  met  him  once 
after  that  and  asked  him  how  he  liked  his  trip. 

Q.  Where  did  vou  meet  him  that  time  ? — A.  In  the  lobby  of  the 
Caoitol,  in  the  hallway. 

Q.  About  when  was  that? — ^A.  It  was' the  time  after  this  submer- 
gence on  the  Lake. 

Q.j^The  submergence — you  naentioned  when  it  was?  I  think  you 
did,  perhaps. — ^A.  It  was  early  in  January. 

Q.  1907?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Congress  was  in  session  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  just 
before  Congress  convened  after  the  holidays,  as  I  remember. 

Q.  The  next  time  you  met  him  in  Washington  in  the  lobby  of  the 
House? — A.  Yes;  simply  asked  him  how  he  enjoyed  his  experience, 
and  he  kind  of  said,  **Oh,  I  guess  it  was  all  right.'^ 

Q.  When  next  did  you  meet  him? — ^A.  I  think  the  next  time  1 
met  him  was  at  Waterbitry. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  that  visit? — A.  That  was  incident 
to  the  contract  that  we  were  working  for.  Senator  Thurston  had 
submitted  a  brief  to  the  Attorney-General  in  our  behalf  and  the 
Attorney-General  had  rendered  his  decision  in  which  he  stated  that 
the  Secretary  could  in  his  discretion  award  contracts  to  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  there  was  a  rumor  afloat  that  this  was 
to  be  decided  before  the  Secretaify  returned  and  we  were  very  desir- 
ous of  having  the  Secretary  adjust  that  matter  himself,  as  all  our 
negotiations  had  been  with  the  Secretary  and  he  understood  our 
position  a  great  deal  better  than  anyone  else  and  so  we  w^ere  desirous 
of  having  the  Secretary  withhold  the  awarding  of  those  contracts 
until  his  return  and  he  personally  could  go  over  the  situation,  think- 
ing that  that  would  give  us  a  fairer  opportunity  to  present  our  side 
of  the  question,  and  I  simply  went  to  him  and  requested  that  he  send 
a  telegram.  I  do  not  suppose  our  conversation  was  more  than  five 
minutes,  because  he  had  some  social  engagement  that  evening. 

Q.  You  mean  with  the  Secretary,  or  Mr.  Lilley  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley — 
he  had  some  social  engagements  and  so  he  said,  **  Yes,  you  write  the 
telegram;''  and  I  wrote  the  telegram  and  asked  him  if  he  would 
sign  it,  and  he  signed  the  telegram  and  I  took  it  to  the  telegraph 
office,  and  then  I  asked  him  whether  he  would  write  a  letter  in  our 
behalf,  asking  that  we  would  be  given  a  fair  opportunity.  1  left  him 
then  and  I  do  not  suppose  the  conversation  was  more  than  five  min- 
utes at  the  hotel.  The  family  had  some  social  function  on,  and  the 
next  morning  I  went  to  his  office  just  before  train  time  and  got  the 
letter.     That  is  all  there  was  to  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  the  telegram  said? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
put  it  as  strong  as  I  could;  told  him  in  the  interest  of  his  constituents 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  asked  him  to  withhold  his  decision 
until  he  returned. 


HEARINGS   ON    HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1199 

Q.  You  took  it  to  the  oflSce,  and  you  do  not  know  whether  that 
was  sent  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  letter  you  received  from  him;  how  was  that  addressed? — 
A.  I  think  it  was  addressed  to  the  Lake  Torpedo.  Boat  Company. 
He  sent  a  copy  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  as  I  recollect. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  the  next  morning  you  w^ent  to  his  office  and 
^ot  the  letter? — A.  I  got  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  he  addressed  to  the 
Secretary.     I  wanted  some  eviaence. 

Q.  Not  the  original  but  a  copy? — A.  A  copy;  yes. 

Q.  Then  the  letter  went  by  mail? — A.  I  understand  so;  yes. 

Q.  The  letter  was  in  accord  with  your  request  of  Mr.  Lilley? — 
A.  \o.  He  pointed  out,  I  think,  in  that  letter,  the  advantage  of 
competition  and  that  we  ought  to  be  given  a  fair  trial  to  have  our 
share  of  the  business. 

Q.  Now,  who  prepared  the  form  of  the  letter? — A.  I  do  not  know 
who  prepared  the  letter.  He  prepared  that  letter  himself.  I  had 
not  anytnin^  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  submit  a  form  of  letter  to  him?— ^A.  No. 

Q.  The  letter  was  asking  the  Secretary  to  withhold  action  until 
his  return,  or  something  to  that  effect? — A.  That  letter  ought  to  be 
on  file  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

0.  I  just  wanted  to  identify  it.  It  was  something  to  that  effect? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q,  How  did  you  come  to  meet  him — that  was  at  Waterbury? — A. 
I  went  to  his  hotel.  I  tried  to  get  him  over  the  telephone  from 
Bridgeport  and  I  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  and  at  last  I  reached 
him  down  there  and  sent  up  my  card  and  presented  to  him  in  as  con- 
cise a  way  as  I  could  what  I  wanted.  He  told  me  he  was  very  busy. 
I  told  him  it  would  take  but  a  moment,  and  he  told  me  to  write  the 
telegram.  I  put  it  as  strong  as  I  could  consistently  mth  our  position, 
ftskmgthe  Secretary  to  witnhold  lus  decision  until  he  returned. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  introduction  to  him?  He  knew  you;  you  had 
met  him  before? — A.  He  knew  me;  he  had  met  me  at  those  trials. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Lilley  at  that  time? — 
A,  I  do  not  recollect  any  now,  if  I  had  any.  I  had  no  occasion  to 
correspond  with  him. 

Q.  when  did  you  next  meet  him  after  that  meeting  at  Waterbury  ? — 
A.  I  think  the  next  meeting.  I  never  met  him  untill  heard  he  was  in 
town.  Somebody  told  me  he  was  in  town  last  summer,  before  the 
contract  was  let,  and  I  went  down  to  the  hotel  and  tried  to  see  him,  and 
he  was  away,  and  then  I  went  again  to  see  him. 

Q.  You  sent  up  your  card  to  him  ? — A.  I  think  I  sent  up  my  card  to 
him:  I  do  not  recoUect.  Either  I  saw  him  in  the  lobby  and  ap- 
proached him.  I  said.  *  'I  imderstand  that  you  have  been  to  the  Navy 
i)epartment."  I  said,* 'Were  you  able  to  learn  anything  that  would 
be  of  value  to  me  in  the  matter  of  our  negotiations  with  the  Depart- 
nient  for  the  purpose  of  securing  this  contract?''  He  told  me  that 
there  was  not  anything.  He  said  he  had  not  learned  anything — did 
not  give  me  any  information,  and  he  led  jne  to  believe  that  it  was 
pbff  to  be  a  pretty  hard  work  for  us  to  get  recognition  at  the 
oBnSs  of  the  Navy  Department. 

^Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  advice  as  to  the  best  way  to  proceed? — A. 
^o;  he  has  never  given  me  any  advice  as  to  how  to  proceed  that  I 
know  of. 
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Q.  That  was  in  the  summer  of  1907? — A.  Yes;  in  the  early  sum- 
mer. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  see  him? — ^A.  I  did  not  see  him  a^ain,  I  do 
not  think,  until  February;  I  think  it  was.  I  think  it  was  tne  time  I 
mentioned  walking  up  to  the  Capitol  with  him.  I  do  not  recollect 
seeing  him  again  filter  that. 

Q.  I  will  ask  vou  to  refresh  your  memory,  Mr.  Neff ,  and  say  whether 
you  did  not  ask  Mr.  Lilley  to  come  down  and  assist  in  getting  the 
contract. — A.  I  think  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  may  have  done  that;  I  do 
not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  do  it  through  you? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect , 
Mr.  Olmsted;  he  may  have  done  that;  we  were  putting  forth  everv 
effort  we  could  to  get  recognition,  and  he  may  have  done  that;  I  think 
in  all  probability  he  did. 

Q.  I  ou  knew  from  Mr.  Lake  or  from  Mr.  Lilley  himself  that  he  was 
coming  before  he  got  here. — A.  No,  not  at  thdt  time.  I  remember 
telephoning  to  Mr.  Lilley,  but  he  said  he  could  not  come. 

Q.  When  wa^  that? — A..  In  the  fall  some  time,  before  this  contract 
was  let  to  the  Octopus  people,  I  think. 

Q.  lie  did  come  later? — A.  *Not  in  connection  with  that.  He  was 
down  here,  I  understood,  with  some  governor  from  Connecticut.  A 
crowd  from  the  Connecticut  went  to  the  exposition.  That  is  how  I  saw 
that  he  was  here.     I  hunted  him  up;  I  wanted  his  assistance. 

Q.  Did  they  all  stop  here  on  their  way  South? — ^A.  At  the  Raleigh 
Hotel. 

Q.  Did  they  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ? — A.  I  understood 
that  Mr.  Lilley  went  up  there  on  some  other  matters.  He  gave  me 
very  Uttle  information. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  others  in  the  delegation  called? — A. 
I  am  sure  they  did  not.  It  was  not  a  Connecticut  delegation;  it  was 
just  some  citizens  there  who  were  on  the  governor's  staff,  I  think. 

Q.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  you  said  you  handed  it  to  Mr. 
Mudd — an  amendment  or  something  to  the  naval  bill,  covering  the 
proposition. — A.  Mr.  Mudd  did  not  take  it;  I  showed  him  what  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  also  submit  it  to  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  I  asked  you  because  I  understood  you  to  say  you  did  not.  I 
want  to  call  your  attention  to  his  testimony. — A.  I  am  referring  to 
the  1907  act;*you  are  referring  to  the  1908  act.  I  did  testify  here  to 
the  1908  act.  I  offered  him  the  Sperry  bill  and  asked  him  to  make  a 
motion  in  committee,  and  he  refused  to  do  so. 

Q.  I  was  confused,  then,  between  the  acts? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  to  you  at  that  time  how  he  would  vote  on  it  if  some- 
body else  offered  it? — A.  He  said  he  would  be  for  a  moderate  amount 
of  submarines  and  I  did  not  need  to  request  him  to  vote  for  open  com- 
petition. 

Q.  When  you  submitted  to  him  that  particular  proposition,  did  he 
not  say  he  would  vote  for  it  if  somebody  else  offered  it? — A.  No:  I  do 
not  tmnk  he  did.  My  mind  was  intent  on  getting  him  to  make  the 
motion.  I  said,  '*  If  you  will  not  do  that,  will  you  be  for  open  compe- 
tition?'' He  said  I  aid  not  have  to  ask  him  that;  he  will  be  for  any- 
thing Hke  that.  I  understood  that  he  would  support  the  motion  if  it 
was  mtroduced. 

Q.  Now,  then,  when  did  you  next  meet  Mr.  Lilley  after  you  asked 
him  to  offer  that  amendment  or  motion  in  the  Naval  Committee? — A. 
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I  think  I  hunted  and  looked  him  up  after  the  Naval  Committee  had 
adjourned  and  asked  him  about  tne  action  of  the  committee.  He 
told  me  that  the  thing  had  failed  and  said  that  they  had  a  pretty  hot 
struggle  in  there  and  said  that  it  was  an  executive  session,  and  I  did 
not  discuss  it  any  more  with  him. 

Q.  Did  he  at  that  meeting  discuss  the  investigation? — ^A.  No;  he 
did  not.  He  never  did  discuss  anything  like  that  with  me. 
Q.  Or  in  your  presence? — A.  No;  he  did  not. 
Q.  When  next  did  you  meet  him? — ^A.  Oh,  I  don't  know  when  I 
next  met  him.  I  did  not  meet  very  many  people  after  that.  The 
thing  was  pretty  dull.  Senator  Thurston  and  I  got  together  and 
we  preparea  to  nght  that  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  we  had  the 
whole  thing  prepared,  and  we  were  to  fight  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
for  open  competition  on  the  broad  lines  that  it  was  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  United  States  Government  to  foster  competition, 
and  we  were  a  competing  company  to  bid  for  the  business,  and  we 
felt  confident  that  Congress  would  give  us  that  opportunity,  and 
my  time  after  that  was  principally  spent  with  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  In  what  way  were  you  going  to  make  a  fight  on  the  floor  of  the 
House? — A.  We  were  simply  going  to  base  it  on  the  restrictive  fea- 
tures of  past  legislation  and  a3c  that  those  would  be  removed. 

Q.  I  Imow^,  but  you  would  not  have  had  access  to  the  floor  of  the 
House  vourself .— A.  We  were  going  to  ask  whatever  Representative 
would  be  interested  in  such  a  fight.  We  had  not  decided  upon  any 
particular  Representative  as  yet  whom  we  would  have,  but  I  had  in 
mind  two  or  three  Members  of  Congress. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  finally  determine  upon  to  make  the  fight? — ^A. 
Mr.  Hill,  I  think,  is  the  man  that  I  had  m  mind.  I  think  ne  was  a 
Representative  from  the  Bridgeport  district. 

Q.  A  very  good  man. — ^A.  And  I  thought  we  would  ask  him.  Our 
remarks  were  not  personal  or  directed  against  our  competitors;  they 
were  simply  on  the  broad  principle  of  competition,  and  we  intended 
to  make  a  fight  along  those  lines. 

Q.  And  you  would  have  furnished  the  information  for  the  argu- 
ment?— ^A.  The  Senator  and  I  discussed  it  together. 

Q.  What  part  was  Mr.  Lilley  to  take? — A.  We  had  not  given  him 
any  part.  He  had  not  been  very  favorable  to  us  and  we  wanted  some- 
body to  fight. 

Q.  You  did  not  consider  him  much  of  a  fighter? — A.  We  did  not 
think  he  had  fought  very  hard  for  us  up  to  that  time  and  it  was  tried 
material  we  wanted. 

Q.  When  next  did  you  see  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Oh,  I  do  not  know 
exactly  just  when  I  did  see  him.     I  tried  three  or  four  times  to*  see 
lum,  and  I  had  been  unable  to  see  him.     I  tried  to  find  out  when  the 
bill  was  coming  up — whether  or  not  it  was  coming  up  right  after  the 
committee  voted  on  it,  and  I  failed  to  see  him.     I  oeUeve  the  next 
time  I  saw  him,  as  I  said  in  my  testimony,  was  in  the  Willard  Hotel. 
After  he  had  introduced  the  resolution,  I  had  gone  to  him  to  find  out 
what  he  had  to  base  that  on. 
Q.  He  offered  it  on  the  20th  of  February? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  saw  him  on  the  same  evening? — ^A.  I  saw  him  that  same 
evening. 
Q.  Was  that  his  suggestion  or  yours? — ^A.  What? 
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Q.  To  meet  him. — ^A.  I  went  to  the  Willard  Hot^l.  I  knew  he  was 
there  and  wanted  to  find  out  as  much  as  I  could  about  the  matter. 
We  were  concerned,  as  it  was  a  matter  that  touched  on  our  business, 
and  he  just  walked  across  the  lobby  of  the  hotel.  He  was  in  the 
writing  room  talking  to  some  newspaper  man — I  do  not  know  his 
name;  I  was  not  acquainted  with  him.  I  waited  outside  until  he 
got  through.  He  seemed  to  be  in  a  huiry  to  see  somebody  else.  I 
asked  him  about  it  and  he  said :  **  You  will  see  all  of  this  in  the  paper 
in  the  morning."  He  said,  ''I  have  given  out  a  statement  to  the 
press,"  and  that  was  all  there  was  to  that. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  much  trouble  in  seeing  him  after  that. — ^A. 
Mr.  Lilley  was  very  close  to  me  and  did  not  give  me  much  considera- 
tion until  after  he  gave  out  certain  information  to  the  newspapers. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley  went  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q;  I  have  forgotten  the  exact  date;  it  is  here  somewhere.  He  has 
testified,  I  think,  that  you  and  the  Senator  were  in  consultation  with 
him  and  helped  him  to  prepare  that  statement.  That  is  correct,  isn't 
it? — ^A.  I  know  we  helped  him  to  prepare  a  lot,  I  don't  know  what 
we  did  on  that.     The  Senator  coula  testify  as  to  that. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  interview. — A.  I  was  present  a  part 
of  the  time  at  tne  first  interview  they  had  at  the  Willard  Hotel;  I 
know  that. 

3.  Was  that  statement  of  his  typewritten  in  your  office? — ^A.  I 
d  not  say,  really. 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  the  statement  out  for  him? — A.  Well,  now,  as 
to  that,  I  may  have  and  I  may  not.  I  did  prepare  a  great  deal  of 
matter  for  him  and  I  mav  have  gotten  that  out. 

Q.  The  typewriting  all  looks  alike  to  us;  and  having  mentioned 
that  you  were  there,  led  me  to  ask  the  question. — ^A.  Well,  I  don't 
know  as  I  was.  I  don't  recollect.  I  had  no  idea  that  I  was  goin^ 
to  be  drawn  into  the  thing  or  I  would  have  made  notes  so  that  i 
could  testify  more  specifically. 

Q.  Then,  when  Mr.  Lilley  appeared  before  this  committee,  he  sub- 
mitted a  typewritten  statement.  That  was  typewritten  in  your 
office,  was  it  not? — A.  I  think  that  was  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Judson  prepared.  Those  statements.  I  think,  were 
prepared  by  Mr.  Lilley's  secretary  in  our  oflSce.     I  think  I  helped  him. 

Q.  Here  appears  to  be  the  first  page  of  the  statement  that  ne  made 
before  us.  The  statement  made  by  Mr.  Lilley  before  presenting 
himself  as  a  witness — this  paper  that  I  have  shown  you,  Mr.  Neff — 
whom  did  you  say  preparea  that  ? — A.  I  think  I  assisted  Mr.  Webster 
in  the  preparation  of  that.  I  think  that  was  the  memorandum  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Judson  and  Mr.  Brown.  They  were  in  a  hurry  to  get 
that  out  that  night  and  they  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  not  use 
my  typewriter.  It  was  right  near  by  and  it  was  quite  a  way  up  to  the 
Capitol.     I  think  we  both  worked  on  that,  as  I  recollect. 

dj.  I  will  show  you  this  statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Lilley,  begin- 
ning thus:  ^'Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  examination  before  the  Committee 
on  Kules  I  made  the  following  statement."  Then  follows  the  state- 
ment, this  paper  covering  some  16  paees.  I  show  this  to  you  and  ask 
you  if  you  know  who  prepared  that? — ^A.  I  am  sure  that  I  did  not 
prepare  that. 

Q.  Beginning  on  page  27  of  the  proceedings  which  are  printed  in  this 
case. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  did  prepare  this,  too,  when  I  come  to 
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see  it.     I  think  this  is  some  of  my  work.     I  recognize  these  figures. 
Here  are  my  figures. 

Q.  Who  dictated  that  to  you,  Mr.  Neff  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.  All 
the  dictation  I  received  from  anyoodv  was  trom  Senator  Thurston. 
1  judge  that  the  Senator  could  more  than  likely  identify  that. 

Q.  All  I  have  to  say,  if  he  can  not,  it  is  somebody  that  imitates 
his  style  pretty  well. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  have  not  looked  at  it,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  I  dictated  it.  My  recollection  is  that  I  dictated  the  paper  he 
presented  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  One  of  a  somewhat  similar 
character,  where  he  asks  for  an  attorney,  was  framed  at  a  conference 
between  his  two  attorneys,  Judson  and  Brown,  and  myself,  at  which 
conference  I  went  on  and  dictated  several  different  parts,  saying 
*'I  suggest  as  follows,"  and  those  suggestions,  as  dictated  by  me,  were 
pretty  full  and  were  left  with  those  two  attomevs,  and  just  how  much 
they  changed  or  added  to  that  I  don't  know,  l" he  substance,  though, 
I  am  sure  is  my  dictation. 

The  Chairman.  That  will  account  for  certain  passages  between 
the  one  which  Mr.  Lilley  read  before  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  one 
that  Mr.  Lilley  read  here. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  did  not  see  the  copy  of  my  dictation  that  I 
dictated  in  that  conference  with  the  other  two  attorneys,  but  they 
were  to  look  them  over  and  make  any  changes  or  suggestions  that 
they  saw  fit,  and  I  think  that  thev  did  change  that  in  some  respects, 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  they  did  very  mucn.  I  think  that  is  prac- 
tically my  dictation. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Then,  substantially,  it  is  not  necessary  to  take  Mr. 
XefF  through  it.  Substantially  the  statements  that  were  submitted 
by  Mr.  Lilley  in  typewriting  to  us  before  he  took  the  oath  as  a  witness, 
and  hb  preliminary  statements  that  he  made  when  he  took  the  oath 
and  the  statement  which  he  read,  commencing  with  his  testimony,  they 
were  dictated  by  yourself. 

Senator  Thurston.  Substantially.  The  first  one,  I  think,  was 
entffelv  by  myself,  and  I  think  that  the  other  one  was  modified,  I 
think, l)y  his  attorney. 

ilr.  Olmsted.  The  one  he  read  before  the  (.'ommittee  (m  Rules  was 
entirely  by  vourself? 

Senator  'f  hurston.  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  The  one  asking  that  ho  be  permitted  to  have  an 
attorney  to  examine  and  cross-examine  witnesses 

Senator  Thurston.  That  was  one,  I  think,  that  was  in  the  nature  of 
a  suggestion  that  I  made  at  that  conference  with  the  attorneys. 
Whether  they  added  anything  to  it  or  changed  it.I  do  not  know,  but  I 
tlonot  think  they  did  substantially. 

Q.  Mr.  Xeff,  it  seems  that  Mr.Lilley,  on  the  16th  of  ilarch  when 
he  appeared  here,  had  a  large  package  of  these  papers  and  questions 
to  be  propounded  to  the  various  witnesses,  and  so  forth.  Then  you 
must  have  had  numerous  interviews  and  consultaticms  with  him. — A. 
Isaid  two  or  three  times  a  week.  I  saw  him  quite  frequently;  I  saw 
him  as  often  as  I  could. 

Q.  Practically  daily  conferences? — A.  Oh,  yes;  I  was  desirous  to 
l^nd  any  assistance  I  could  to  clear  up  submarine  legislation.  The 
introduction  of  that  resolution  made  it  difficult  for  me  to  work  be- 
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cause  of  the  discredit  it  placed  upon  submarines,  and,  as  I  said,  Sen- 
ator Thurston  and  I  felt  that  we  could  win  out  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  by  well-prepared  argument  in  our  behalf,  and  then  after  the 
thing  came  up  I  thought  that  it  was  our  duty,  inasmuch  as  we  w^^e  con- 
fronted by  the  conditions,  to  do  all  we  could  to  assist,  and  that  is  the 
way  I  saw  ni}'  duty  and  that  is  the  way  I  executed  it, 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Neff,  you  remember,  I  think,  that  perhaps  you  did 
testify,  when  the  Connecticut  delegation  was  here  to  call  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  NavV,  with  reference  to  the  contract. — A.  It  must 
have  been  in  the  micfdle  of  January.  I  know  it  was  a  week  or  ten 
days  before  we  got  the  contract,  or  more  than  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  handed  in  here  with  his  preliminary  statement,  on  the 
first  day  he  testified,  certain  newspaper  clippings  -mth  reference  to  a 
Member  of  Congress. — ^A.  I  know  nothing  about  that  whatever, 
except  what  I  saw  in  the  record.  I  gave  him  no  newspaper  records 
and  furnished  him  with  nothing  along  that  line. 

Q.  What  was  it  Mr.  Lilley  told  you  about  Mr.  Loud  and  his  afTair^ 
in  the  district? — A.  I  recall  about  that.  I  asked  him  about  that,  and 
he  did  not  say  anything  about  XJr.  Loud;  that  Mr.  Gordon  was  an 
attorney  employed  in  that  district,  and  that  they  brought  pressure  to 
bear  upon  him  to  vote  for  the  submarines.  I  did  not  Know  anything 
about  nim  up  until  that  time. 

Q.  And  that  he  had  been  warned  against  two  newspaper  men  who 
were  mentioned  as  representing  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  Do 
you  know  who  wamea  him? — A.  No;  I  was  not  out  sounding  any 
alarms. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Johnson? — ^A.  Arthur  C.  Johnson? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes;  I  know  him  very  well. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation? — A.  Mr.  Johnson  was  with  the  com- 
pany before  I  came,  and  he  was  a  newspaper  man,  and  when  he  came 
with  our  company  he  cut  off  all  newspaper  work  outside  of  that  and 
did  no  work  in  connection  with  other  newspapers,  and  he  was  to  act 
for  our  interests  as  far  as  newspapers  were  concerned  if  it  became 
necessary  and  to  prepare  advertising  matter  and  generally  to  see  that 
the  interests  of  the  take  Torpedo  Boat  Company  were  not  misrepre- 
sented. I  do  not  know  of  any  special  article  that  Mr.  Johnson  put  in 
print  with  the  exception  of  one,  and  that  was  an  article  relative  to  the 
shipment  of  the  Protector  to  Russia.  I  think  that  appeared  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  Register.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  most  nonorable  and 
capable  newspaper  man  and  his  connection  with  us  was  proper  and 
legitimate,  and  1  do  not  think  that  his  name  should  be  Drought  in 
connection  with,  this  investigation  in  any  way  that  would  cast  any 
discredit  upon  him,  because  ne  has  done  nothing  that  was  improper 
in  any  way.  ... 

Q.  You  understand  that  we  did  not  bring  it  in. — A.  His  name  had 
been  brought  in  on  two  or  three  occasions  and  I  know  Mr.  Johnson 
so  well  that  I  do  not  want  any  reflection  made  upon  him. 

Q.  It  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Adams. — A.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr. 
Johnson's  and  Mr.  Adams's  relations  were. 

Q.  I  understood  from  Mr.  Adams  that  Mr.  Johnson  is  not  in  the 
employ  of  the  company. — A.  No,  he  grew  tired  of  the  submarine 
business,  longed  for  the  newspaper  field,  and  he  felt  more  fitted  for 
that,  and  so  he  resigned  from  our  business  to  go  into  the  newspaper 
field  again. 
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O.  What  Members  of  Congress  did  Mr.  Ijilley  say  he  had  talked 
with  about  this  matter? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  except  Mr.  Ban- 
non,  I  think,  was  his  consultant. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  no  other  Member  of  Congress? — A.  Not  that  I 
recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  A.  S.  Jenkins? — A.  No. 

Q.  S.  A.  Jenkins? — A.  What  is  his  business? 

Q.  I  do  not  know. — A.  I  never  heard  of  him. 

Q.  I  have  a  letter  from  him;  he  seems  to  be  interested  in  this 
matter. — A.  I  do  not  know. 

The  Chafrman.  Mr.  Howard,  would  you  like  to  ask  any  questions? 

By  Mr.  Howard: 
Q.  Has  Mr.  Lilley  paid  or  offered  to  pay  you  for  your  services  ren- 
dered to  him — that  is,  in  the  way  you  have  described? — A.  Oh, 
my.  no.  I  simply  thought  that  I  was  doing  my  duty,  and  I  am  paid 
for  mv  services  bj'  the  company,  and  he  never  suggested — or  nothing 
like  that  came  up.     It  was  perfectly  voluntary  on  my  part. 

Q.  Then,  what  you  have  done  you  have  done  in  the  line  of  what 
you  conceived  to  be  vour  duty  in  the  employment  of  your  companv? — 
A.  Solely;  and  if  I  had  thought  I  was  going  to  get  up  against  this  I 
would  never  have  touched  it. 

Q.  Then,  what  you  have  done  meets  with  the  approval  of  your 
company! — ^A.  I  never  consulted  with  mv  company.  I  know  I  got 
called  down  for  a  couple  of  things  I  had  done  by  Mr.  Lake. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  what  you  had  done? — A.  I  have  told  him — 
Mr.  Simon  Lake — since  he  came  down  here,  and  he  objected  to  two 
or  three  things  I  did,  and  I  told  him  I  did  not  see  it  in  that  light, 
and  I  went  ahead  as  best  I  knew  how. 

Q.  Has  he  discharged  you  from  his  service  on  account  of  any 
interests* — A.  I  do  not  think  so;  no.  Because  we  differ  in  opinion 
is  no  reason  why  a  man  should  be  discharged  from  his  service. 

Q.  You  have  acted,  then,  throughout  on  what  you  conceived  to  be 
your  duty  ? — A.  My  own  duty,  without  any  incentive  from  anybody 
else. 

Q.  I  mean  your  duty  to  this  corporation. — A.  I  thought  it  was  my 
duty  to  the  company,  to  the  committee,  and  everybody,  that  what- 
ever we  knew  we  would  furnish  and  give  any  assistance. 

Q.  And  wherever  your  own  judgment  hesitated  you  consulted  the 
company's  counsel.  Senator  Thurston? — A.  I  did,  sir;  yes,  certainly. 
Q.  Now,  then,  is  it  or  not  true  that  substantially  all  of  Mr.  Lilley's 
former  statements  to  this  committee  have  been  prepared  either  oy 
J'ou  or  after  consultation  with  you  and  Senator  Thurston? — A. 
>Vell,  I  should  say  a  great  portion  of  it;  yes. 

Q.  Now,  is  not  it  true  suostantially  that  the  question  submitted  by 
Mr.  Lilley  to  this  committee  to  be  "propounded  to  the  various  wit- 
nesses had  been  prepared  either  by  you  and  Senator  Thurston,  or 
»fter  consultation  between  you  and  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Practically,  so; 
yes. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  would  like  to  make  one  statement  right  there. 
Aside  from  those  forms  of  questions  that  wind  up  in  the  same  way, 
there  'wete  none  of  the  other  questions  that  were  prepared  after  con- 
sultation with  me  or  by  me.     As  to  those,  I  did  prepare  them. 
The  Chairman.  We  can  recognize  all  of  those  by  the  ending. 
Senator  Thurston.  I  think  so. 
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TEBTIMONT  OF  8ENAT0B  JOHK  M.  THUESTON— £ecaUed. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Senator,  you  were  at  the  banquet.  Mr.  Neflf  says,  at  the  New 
.Willard? — A.  I  was  at  a  luncheon  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  I  think  it 
was,  before  the  hoHdays. 

Q.  And  a  good  lunclieon,  I  hope? — A.  I  thought  it  was  very  fair. 

Q.  Was  Representative  Lilley  there  ? — A.  I  think  I  can  tell  you  all 
who  were  present. 

Q.  We  have  no  objection. — A.  Mr.  J.  T.  Lake;  Mr.  Foster,  the  attor- 
ney of  the  company  at  Bridgeport;  I  believe  the  entire  Connecticut 
delegation  of  both  Houses;  and  there  was  somebody  from  the  com- 
pany's office — Captain  somebody,  I  think. 

Mr,  Neff.  Captain  Wallace  was  down  here  at  that  time. 

The  Witness.  Captain  Wallace;  he  was  one  of  their  men,  anyway, 
from  Bridgeport — and  I  think  that  constituted  the  entire  company* 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Berger,  of  Ansonia,  was  not  there,  was  hat  Do 
you  know  him? — A.  I  don't  know  him.  There  may  have  been  one  or 
two  other  gentlemen  there;  if  so,  I  was  introduced  to  them  at  the  time, 
but  I  have  no  recollection;  I  only  recollect  those  that  I  knew.  I  don't 
think  there  were  any  others  than  those  I  have  named. 

Q.  Was  that  prior  to  your  call  at  the  Navy  Department,  call  of  the 
delegations  to  the  Navv  Department? — A.  I  was  at  that  luncheon, 
and  at  that  time  was  asiced  to  make  a  statement  of  our  position  in  our 
efforts  to  secure  a  contract  for  one  boat  out  of  the  remainder  of  the 
appropriation  that  had  not  been  provided  for  under  the  seven  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company's  contract,  and  I  stated  the  situation  to  those 
gentlemen.  I  reviewed  the  legislation  very  briefly,  stated  what  the 
Navy  Department  had  thought  it  to  mean;  that  we  had  secured  a 
hearing  before  the  Attorney-General,  and  he  had  decided  it  as  we 
contended  the  real  meaning  was  that  our  bids  for  the  same  character 
and  size  and  speed  and  power  per  boat  were  considerably  lower  than 
those  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company;  that  we  had  offered  to  meet  every 
pojssible  guaranty  that  could  be  reouired  of  us  by  bond  or  otherwise,  to 
make  good  on  any  contract  we  mignt  receive ;  that  I  had  insisted  in  an 
argument  before  the  Secretary  on  receiving  at  least  one-half  of  the 
appropriation:  that  the  decision  had  been  made  to  give  out  seven 
boats,  and  that  I  had  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  offering  us  a  contract 
to  build  a  boat,  providing  that  we  accept  it  upon  the  condition  that 
nothing  should  be  paid  to  the  company  until  trie  boat  was  completed 
and  tested,  and  that  the  Government  would  only  accept  it  provided  it 
performed  the  test  and  satisfied  our  guaranty.  I  said  to  tnem  that  I 
thought  that  was  under  the  present  circumstances  unfair  to  our  com- 
pany, and  that  I  had  been  urging  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  an 
argument  which  was  taken  down  by  his  stenographer — and  I  think 
you  have  it  here — that  we  should  be  given  tliis  one  contract  on  the 
same  terms  as  to  payment  as  was  provided  in  the  other  contract  with 
the  other  companies,  and  that  that  matter  was  still  under  consider- 
ation by  the  Secretary,  although  I  thought  he  was  about  to  decide  the 
point  against  us,  and  I  suggested  that  the  Connecticut  delegation,  if 
they  thought  this  was  a  fair  proposition  on  our  part,  to  wait  upon  the 
Secretary  and  present  the  matter  to  him,  and  see  if  he  would  not  be 
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able  to  give  us  this  one  boat  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  identi- 
cal with  the  terms  of  the  other  company^s  contract.  I  think  they  all 
apeed  from  my  statement  that  our  position  seemed  fair  and  reason- 
able and  that  thev  had  no  objection  to  waiting  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  make  that  presentation  to  him.  My  recollection  is  some 
of  them  were  about  to  go  home  for  the  holidays,  and  so  they  did  not 
wait  ui>on  the  Secretary  until  after  they  returned.  I  met  them  by 
appointment  at  the  Secretary's  office.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  whole 
delegation  was  there,  both  Senators  were,  and  a  number  of  the  delega- 
tion from  the  House,  perhaps  all  of  them,  but  I  think  there  was  one  or 
two  that  were  not.  I  did  not  go  with  them  to  the  Secretary's  office, 
so  that  I  did  not  know  what  transpired  before  him.  They  came 
out  from  that  interview  and  thought  that  it  would  be  best  for  us  to 
accept  the  contract  on  the  terms  laid  down  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
XavT.  They  did  not  think  there  was  any  chance  for  us  to  change 
those  conditions. 

Q.  That  was  some  time  in  January? — A.  It  was  after  the  holidays. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Connecticut  delegation  called  on  the 
President  in  connection  with  this ?^ A.  No;  I  do  not  think  they  did. 
Some  of  them  as  individuals  may  have  gone  to  the  President,  but  I 
donH  know  anvthing  about  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  they  advise  or  inform  you  that  they  had  gone  or  would 
gof— A.  No;  1  do  not  think  so. 

At  neither  one  of  the  meetings  the  substance  was  suggested  ? — 
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do  not  think  so.     I  think  my  recollection  is  clear  on  that  point. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Lilley  was  in  the  delegation  that 
went  to  the  Navy  Department? — A.  I  think  so,  and  yet  that  was 
one  of  the  thincs  that  made  me  hesitate  when  I  said  I  was  not  sure 
about  the  whole  delegation  being  there. 

Q.  Was  he  at  the  luncheon?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  manifested  the  same  interest  that  the  others  did  ? — A.  I  do 
not  think  he  said  anything,  but  I  think  they  all  felt  from  my  state- 
ment that  we  were  asking  for  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  thing  in 
regard  to  this  one  contract.  The  contract  had  then  been  offered  to 
us,  and  the  only  remaining  question  was  whether  we  would  receive 

Eartial  payment  as  the  other  company  did  or  whether  we  would 
ave  to  wait  until  our  boat  was  tested. 

(^Now,  did  that  offfer  originate  with  the  Secretary  originally? — 
A.  Yes;  in  the  letter  addressed  to  me.  I  presume  you  have  that 
letter. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  that  you  knew  that  the  Secretary  had  in 
consideration  the  giving  of  a  contract? — A.  The  Secretary  announced, 
or  I  will  not  say  he  annoimced,  but  I  took  it  to  be  official.  It  was 
announced  in  the  newspapers  that  he  had  awarded  seven  boats  to  the 
Electric  Company  ancl  had  reserved  in  that  appropriation  to  give 
one  or  two  contracts  to  the  Lake  Company,  provided  they  would 
meet  his  conditions,  whatever  they  were,  and  I  saw  the  Secretary  of 
the  XavT,  and  afterwards  he  may  have  addressed  me  some  Avritten 
conununlcations,  because  almost  everything  I  did  with  the  Depart- 
ment was  in  writing,  but  anyway  I  asked  him  for  the  contract,  and  I 
had  some  little  discussion  wuth  him  over  that  question,  the  terms  on 
vhich  he  would  give  it  to  us,  resulted  in  his  addressing  that  letter  to 
Die  offering  the  one  contract  on  certain  terms.     Then  we  hesitated 
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and  delayed  a  long,  long  time.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  and  as  I  was  informed. 
our  directors  were  opposed  to  accepting  the  contract  on  those  terms. 

Q.  Did  or  not  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  have  information,  or  was  he  not  of 
the  opinion  that  the  contract  would  be  awarded  to  him  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  others? — A.  I  do  not  know.  We  never  had  any  official 
assurance  of  that  or  anything  of  which  I  felt  confident  that  we  would 
get  a  contract  on  the  same  terms. 

Q.  Now,  did  not  Mr.  Lake  refer  in  some  communication  shortly 
after  the  trials  were  completed  in  June,  concerning  the  awarding 
of  some  contract  to  your  company  by  the  Department? — A.  Refer 
in  what  way,  to  me? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  know  he  wanted  to  get  a  contract. 

Q.  Did  he  not  inform  you,  or  did  you  not  refer  in  some  of  your 
communications  to  the  Department  concerning  some  information 
that  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  handed  you  following  the  trials  that  the  Depart- 
ment would  favorably  consider  a  contract  wdth  your  company? — 
A.  I  am  trying  to  think  about  that.  If  you  could  show  me  my 
communication  I  could  probably  tell. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  the  matter,  if  you  w411  allow  a  sugges- 
tion, that  you  testified  about  up  here  in  the  early  part  of  this  hearing 
to-day.  I  presume  that  Mr.  Stevens  had  in  mmd,  in  your  letter  to 
the  Department;  when  you  say,  "I  am  advised  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake/' 
And  Mr.  Stevens  was  asking  you  about  the  verbal  inquiry  w^hat  Mr. 
J.  C.  Lake  said. 

A.  I  do  not  think  he  said  anything  to  me.  No;  that  was  a  matter 
w4th  reference  to  the  Attorney-General. 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

A.  It  was  not  with  regard  to  contract. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  in  reference  to  the  Attomev-GeneraH 

A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  Mr.  Lake  say  at  that  time? 

A.  I  think  he  simply  said  to  me  he  had  seen  the  Secretary  and  the 
Secretary  had  agreed  to  refer  that  question  to  the  Attorney-General. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  say  what  had  led  him  to  come  to  that 
determination,  his  own  law  officer  having  told  him  that  the  eight 
boats  would  all  go  te  the  other  company? 

A.  No;  I  do  not  think  he  did,  but  I  took  it  for  granted  that  I  had 
made  a  very  good  argument  to  the  Secretary  which  would  have 
induced  him  to  believe  that  that  was  a  matter  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  have  so  referred.     I  thought  I  had  made  a  successful  plea. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  I  just  want  to  ask  you  one  question,  Senator,  that  occurs  to 
me.  At  the  luncheon  was  there  any  discussion  of  the  legislation  that 
was  had  this  year? — A.  Not  a  word. 

Q.  Who  was  the  host  on  that  occasion? — A.  Mr.  J.   C.  Lake. 

Q.  Just  one  other  question,  Senator.  These  papiens  which  Mr. 
Lilley  submitted  to  us,  containing  statements — containing  questions 
to  be  put  to  witnesses — always  begin  formally  *^Mr.  Chairman"  and 
conclude  "Respectfully"  and  signs  his  name.  Was  that  your  sug- 
gestion or  his? — A.  That  he  signed  his  name? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  did  not 
know  that  they  had  been  signed. 

The  Chairman.  All  of  these  questions  ending  with  the  reference 
that  you  have  referred  to  as  identifying  your  dictation  are  in  the 
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form  of  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  suggesting  the 
questions  he  would  like  to  have  answered  and  signed,  *^  Kespectnilly, 
George  L.  Lilley." 

A.  I  supposed  he  handed  them  in;  I  did  not  know  whether  he 
signed  them  or  not. 

Mr.  Neff.  I  thought  that  would  be  the  proper  way.  Most  of 
them  would  be  his  suggestions,  and  I  always  give  credit  to  the  man 
who  gave  the  suggestions  for  the  data;  therefore  I  said:  *^It  is  your 
matter  and  jou  had  better  sign  it.*' 

The  Chairman.  That  is^  after  the  questions  were  prepared  Mr. 
lilley  assumed  the  responsibility  ? 

Mr.  Xeff.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  But  the  matter  on  which  the  questions  were 
framed  you  testified  was  in  your  possession. 

Mr.  Neff.  Yes,  sir;  out  of  Commander  Seuter's  book  and  the 
hearings  and  stuff  like  thai. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  think  you  will  find  that  none  of  the  questions 
that  I  dictated  there  go  into  details  at  all  except  in  a  very  general 
way.  All  those  detail  questions  that  I  saw  are  a  part.  I  had  nothing 
to  (lo  with  those. 

The  Chairman.  The  most  interesting  set  of  questions  are  the 
technical  questions  which  Mr.  Neff  acknowledges  the  paternity  of, 
so  I  do  not  think  anybody  has  lost  anything. 

A.  I  am  not  a  submarine  expert. 

Mr.  Neff.  I  am  not  either;  that  is  just  the  data  I  had. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  is  all. 

TB8TIM0HY  OF  MB.  A.  M.  HATNEB. 

ilr.  A.  M.  Haynes,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  are  the  official  clerk  and  stenographer  of  this  committee? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  IHd  vou  just  write  out  two  pages  upon  the  two  typewriters 
in  XIr.  Nefrs  office  in  the  Colorado  Building,  room  606.  Have  you 
those  with  you? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  One  of  those  is  headed  *^This  is  written  on  the  Smith  Premier,'' 
and  the  other  one  is  headed  ^'This  is  written  on  a  typewriter  of  the 
L.  C.  Smith  make.'' — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  headings  indicate  the  typewriters  on  which  the  writing 
was  actually  made? — A.  Made  by  the  machines  mentioned. 

(^.  I  wisn  you  would  sign  those  with  the  dates  and  identify  them. 
I  wish  you  would  preserve  those  on  the  fiies  of  the  committee  for  future 
reference  if  it  is  necessary. 

The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  11.30  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  Neff.  Do  you  wish  me  any  further? 

T^e  Chairman.  We  can  get  you  any  time  we  want  you? 

Mr.  Neff.  Oh,  yes;  I  will  be  glad  to  come  here,  but  1  am  discharged 
forthe  oresent? 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

The  committee  thereupon  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Thursday, 
morning,  April  16,  1908,  at  11.30  o'clock. 
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House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D,  C,  April  16,  1908. 

The  committee  met  at  11.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Brous- 
sard. 

The  Chairman.  Is  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  present? 

Senator  Thurston.  Mr.  Lake  is  present. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  requested  Mr.  Lillev  to  be  present 
at  the  hearing  at  11.30.  He  sent  word  and  also  tola  me  personallj 
that  as  he  wished  to  participate  in  the  debate  in  the  House  this 
morning  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  him  to  come  at  11.30,  but  he 
would  be  here  as  soon  as  his  matter  was  disposed  of  in  the  House. 
So  that  if  Mr.  Lake  is  present  we  will  take  his  testimony. 

TE8TIM0NT  OF  J.  C.  .LAEB. 

J.  C.  Lake,  being  first  duly  affirmed,  on  being  examined  teetified 
as  follows : 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Lake,  will  you  be  sworn? 

Mr.  Lake.  I  prefer  to  affirm. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  will  you  examine  Mr.  Lake  in  the 
opening. 

Q.  Where  is  your  home,  Mr.  Lake? — ^A.  My  legal  home  is  in 
Rutherford,  N.  J.  That  is  where  I  ffo  to  vote,  I  have  not  been  there 
for  about  three  years,  although  my  household  goods  are  there,  but  I 
generally  am  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  my  mail  addresses  me. 

Q.  Bridgeport  is  your  place  of  business? — A.  Yes,  sir;  in  connec- 
tion with  nie  Lake  Torpjedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  What  official  position,  if  any,  do  you  sustain  to  that  company? — 
A.  I  am  vice-presiaent. 

Q.  How  long  have  vou  been  vice-president,  Mr.  Lake? — ^A.  Some- 
thing like  two  and  a  naif  years,  I  think. 

Q.  As  vice-president  what  are  your  duties? — ^A.  Well,  generally 
speaking,  to  take  the  place  of  the  president  when  the  president  is 
aosent  and  when  he  has  been  over  on  the  other  side  I  have  generally 
had  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

Q.  The  president  is  Mr.  Simon  Lake;  he  is  your  son? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  He  has  been  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  a  good  deal  of  the 
time  since  vou  have  been  vice-president? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  ne  was  there  during  most  of  the  year  1907? — ^A.  He  was 
over  there;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lake,  state  whether  you.have  at  any  time  made  an  affidavit 
with  reference  to  one  Charles  Ferry? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

O.  When  did  you  make  it? — A.  I  think  that  was  made  about  the 
16th  day  of  March,  this  last  month. 


Q.  Thisyear?-^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Where  was  it  made? — ^A.  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Where  was  it  signed?— A.  At  the  same  place,  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Who  were  present  when  it  was  made  or  signed? — ^A.  Mr.  Simon 
Lake,  I  think.  Cf.  T.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  Foster,  Before  whom  the  affi- 
davit was  made. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  signed? — ^A.  Well,  somewhere 
about  the  middle  of  the  day,  possibly  11  or  12  o'clock,  I  think  after- 
wards we  went  right  from  tnere  out  to  lunch,  it  was  somewhere 
about  the  middle  of  the  day. 
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Q.  Who  prepared  the  affidavit? — A.  Mr.  Foster. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  it  was  prepared? — A,  Yes,  I  was 
present  when  it  was  prepared. 

Q.  Did  he  write  it  out  himself? — A.  Well,  he  took  it  down  as  I  told 
him,  or  at  least  he  took  it  down  and  it  was  prepared  afterwards,  and  I 
think  it  was  written  out  possibly  by  a  typewriter.  I  don't  know 
whether  he  is  shorthanded  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  after  it  was  typewritten  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  IIow  long  had  you  been  in  Bridgeport? — A.  I  went  to  Bridge- 

?<>rt  sometime  Sunday,  which  would  have  been  the  15th,  and  this  was 
lond^,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Bridgeport  especially  to  make  this  affidavit? — 
A.  No,  sir."^ 

Q.  Wliere  did  you  go  from? — A.  Well,  how  far  back? 

Q.  Immediately. — ^A.  I  went  from  New  York  to  Bridgeport  on 
Sundav. 

Q.  What  other  business  had  you  in  Bridgeport  except  to  make  the 
affidavit? — ^A.  I  didn't  go  there  to  make  the  affidavit,  I  merely  went 
to  Bridgeport  to  see  my  son  before  he  went  away,  I  was  going  away  on 
a  trip  ana  incidentally  that  was  brought  up  and  it  was  suggested  by 
somebody  that  as  I  was  going  away  it  might  be  well  to  make  that 
affidavit  "before  I  went. 

Q.  Who  suggested  that ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  WTien  did  it  firet  occur  to  you  to  make  an  affidavit? — A.  At 
that  time  when  it  was  suggested  there,  I  had  not  thought  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  tell  Mr.  Foster  about  the  matter  you  say  you  told 
him  about  in  the*  affidavit  ? — ^A.  At  the  time. 

Q.  Who  suggested  to  you,  then,  to  do  that? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know 
that  there  was  particularly  any  suggestion,  I  think  what  brought  the 
matter  up  was  tiiat  Mr.  Adams  made  an  affidavit  and  then  I  happened 
lo  tell  about  what  Mr.  Ferry  had  said  to  me,  a^nd  I  could  not  tell  who 
j^jrp:ested  that  I  should  make  the  affidavit  as  I  was  going  away. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  suggested  it  ? — ^A.  No;  I  do  not. 

0.  Was  it  anybody  in  Bridgeport  that  suggested  it? — A.  Oh,  yes. 
Well,  I  may  have  suggested  it  myself;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  ^Vho  suggested  it  to  you? — A.  The  fact  that  there  were  other 
affidavits  being  put  in  I  would  suppose  suggested  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  letters  outside  of  Bridgeport  suggesting  it? — 
A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  gentleman  has 
t^itified  that  he  suggested  it  to  you,  and  he  did  not  live  in  Bridge- 
port.— A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anybody  suggesting  it  to  me 
except  about  that  time. 

Q.  What  was  vour  purpose  in  making  the  affidavit;  what  was  it 
made  for? — A.  Well,  what  called  my  attention  to  it,  I  suppose,  I  saw 
in  the  paper  where  Mr.  Lilley  had  said  that  he  had  approached  him, 
ami  then  I  mentioned  this  fact  that  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Ferry  on  the  same  line. 

Q.  He  approached  you  also? — A.  No;  he  did  not  approach  me. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  see  him? — A.  I  went  to  see  him. 

Q.  WTien  was  it  that  you  went  to  see  him  i — A.  It  is  about  the 
time  quoted  in  my  affidavit  there;  it  was  possibly  some  two  years 
ago  when  I  saw  him. 
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Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  made  the  state- 
ments t>yo  years  ago? — A.  No;  when  I  saw  Mr.  Ferry  about  it,  I  say. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  having  read  in  the  paper  that  Mr.  Lilley 
was  approached  by  Mr.  Ferry  you  went  then  to  see  Mr.  Ferry  about  it  ?^ 
A.  No;  I  said  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Ferry  some  two  years  ago  about  it. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  Mr.  Ferr^^  say  to  you? — A.  Well,  ne  said  that 
he  had  spoken  to  parties  about  it. 

Q.  About  what  f — A.  About  having  Mr.  Hill 

Q.  Mr.  Ferry  had  spoken  to  parties  about  having  Mr.  Hill — what 
about  Mr.  Hill  ? — A.  Mr.  Hill  cease  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  in  Washington. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  say? — A.  And  I  heard  that  that  was  the  case, 
and  in  fact  the  party  that  told  me  about  it  suggested  that  I  go  and 
see  Mr.  Ferry;  I  had  never  seen  him. 

Q.  Who  was  the  party  that  told  you  about  it? — A.  Mr.  Enis. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Enis?— A.  He  is  the  president,  I  think,  of  the  board 
of  trade  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Is  he  interested  in  your  company? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Why  was  he  taking  an  interest  in  the  matter? — A.  I  suppose 
on  account  of  the  interest  of  stockholders  in  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company. 

Q.  Is  ne  a  stockholder  in  it? — A.  No;  I  think  not;  probably  some 
of  his  friencl^  are. 

Q.  Who,  for  instance? — A.  I 'could  not  name  them. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  are  or  not? — A.  Xo;  I 
do  not. 

Q.  That  is  just  surmising.  Has  Mr.  Enis  ever  been  in  the  employ 
of  your  company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  WTiat  is  this  man's  name — Ferry  or  Ferrys? — A.  I  don't 
know;  I  never  knew  him  personally;  I  tiiink  it  is  Charles  Ferrys — 
Charles  Ferry. 

Q.  Your  affidavit  says  Ferry. — A.  Then  that  probably  is  correct. 
I  never  knew  him  before  and  never  saw  him  since. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  He  lives  in  Bridgeport. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  say  to  you? — A.  He  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested, or  approached  by  what  he  termed  him,.  Admiral  Bowles, 
as  he  was  a  representative  of  the  brass  company  and  did  considera- 
ble business  with  him,  and  he  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Enis  about  it,  and 
wanted  to  do  all  that  he  possibly  could  to  help  the  Electric  Boat 
Company,  because  if  they  got  orders,  why,  their  company  would  get 
business  from  Admiral  Bowles. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  Mr.  Ferrys  say  to  you  then,  further? — A.  Well, 
he  said  that  Admiral  Bowles  was  a  personal  friend  of  his  and  he 
requested  that  he  went  to  see  Mr.  Enis  about  it  to  see  whether  he 
could  be  of  any  help  to  him  in  the  way  of  getting  appropriations  for 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  which  would  really  go  to  the  benefit  of 
his  companv. 

Q.  Whether  Mr.  Enis  could?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  had  Mr.  Enis  to  do  with  getting  appropriations? — A. 
Not  in  the  way  of  getting  appropriations,  but  in  tne  way  of  speak- 
ing, I  suppose— well,  to  Mr.  Hill,  he  would  speak  to  Mr.  mil  about  it. 

Q.  They  never  did  get  Mr.  Hill  to  do  anything  for  the  Elet-tric 
Boat  Company,  did  they? — A.  That  I  don't  know  anything  about: 
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but  the  fact  is  that  Enis  was  approached  to  speak  to  Mr.  Hill  about 
it— at  least  that  is  what  Enis  told  me — and  then  I  went  to  speak 
to  Mr.  Ferrys  about  it. 

Q.  Who  else  did  you  speak  to  about  it? — ^A.  Not  to  anybody. 

Q.  Hare  you  toid  us  all  that  Mr.  Ferrys  told  you? — A.  I  don't 
know  that  I  have  just  told  you  all  that  he  told  me,  but  that  is  what 
he  said  as  far  as  he  was  concerned.  It  was  a  matter  of  business 
with  him,  and  he  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Enis  about  it,  and  anything  he 
could  do  to  get  the  contracts  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  they 
would  get  the  benefit  of  it. 

Q.  Admiral  Bowles  is  an  oflScer  of  what  company? — ^A.  Of  the  Fore 
River  Shipbuilding  Company. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Ferrys  gave  you  to  understand  that  Mr.  Bowles  had 
suggested  to  Mr.  Ferrys  that  he  should  do  what  he  could  to  prevent 
a  certain  Member  of  Congress  from  helping  your  company  or  o|)posuDg 
the  other  company? — A.  Opposing  the  other  company  or  helping  our 
company,  I  presume. 

Q.  Because  if  it  should  result  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  got 
the  contract  Admiral  Bowles  expected  that  his  Fore  River  Shipbufld* 
ing  Company  would  get  some  of  the  work,  and  then  he  hoped  to  give 
some  of  it  to  Mr.  Ferrys^s  company,  is  that  it? — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  Now,  for  what  purpose  did  you  make  the  affidavit? — ^A.  For  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  information  in  regard  to  the  matter,  as  I  say,  it 
was  su^ested  from  the  fact  that  devefoped  that  Mr.  Ferrys  had  also 
been  toMr.  Ldlley,  and  so  I  simply  recalled  that  Mr.  Ferrys  nad  spoken 
tome. 

Q.  You  say,  for  the  purj^ose  of  giving  information;  giving  informa- 
tion to  whom? — ^A.  Tnat  affidavit  was  made  for  the  purpose,  I  pre- 
sume, of  being  submitted  to  your  committee. 

Q.  You  presume?  Did  you  not  know  for  what  purpose  you  made 
it?— A.  Well,  the  understanding  I  had,  I  did  not  laiow  that  it  would 
be  used  when  I  went  away;  I  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  or 
Dot;  I  simply  left  it. 

0.  What  did  you  do  with  the  affidavit? — A.  I  think  that  it  was 
probably  given  to  my  son. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  come  before  the  committee  and  offer  to  tell 
what  you  knew? — A.  Well,  I  did  not  know  anything  about  coming 
before  the  committee. 

Q.  You  knew  there  was  a  comniittee  ? — A.  I  knew  there  was  a  com- 
mittee appointed,  but  I  did  not  know  that  we  were  to  come  before  it 
at  all,  ana  it  had  not  developed  at  that  time  who  was  to  come  before 
the  committee. 

3.  You  did  not  have  any  idea  that  anybody  would  be  refused  who 
they  had  anything  to  testify  that  would  help  the  conunittee  to 
reach  the  facts  in  the  case? — ^A.  Oh,  no;  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  that. 

Q.  Did  not  make  any  effort  to  find  out? — ^A.  I  left  that,  as  I  said, 
m  case  it  would  be  cafled  for  or  they  decided  to  submit  it.  It  was 
left  so  that  it  could  be  submitted  in  my  absence. 

Q.  This  was  a  trip  you  had  been  contemplating  for  some  time,  was 
it  I— A.  Well;  no;  it  was  not  contemplated. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  the. trip  in  contemplation? — A.  Well,  it  was 
recommended.     My  wife,  of  course,  has  been  quite  an  invalid  for 
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nearly  a  year,  and  first  when  we  left  here  we  went  to  Hot  Springs, 
Va.  We  were  there  nearly  a  month  and  from  there  the  doctor 
advised  taking  a  sea  voyage,  and  so  we  left  there  about  the  middle — 
well,  we  left  there  on  the  12th  of  March  and  I  went  to  New  York 
on  the  14th  of  March  and  engaged  passage  on  the  steamer. 

Q.  On  what  steamer  did  you  engage  passage? — ^A.  On  the  steamer 
Mormose,  Southern  Pacific  fine. 

Q.  Engaged  that  on  the  14th? — ^A.  On  the  1 4th,  to  sail  on  the 
18m.     I  engaged  my  passage  on  the  14th. 

Q.  Did  you  say  sail  on  the  18th? — A.  To  sail  on  the  18th,  yes,  sir; 
and  then  1  went  without  any  special  piu7)ose  specially  over  to  Bridge- 

Eort  to  see  my  son  before  1  went  away.  I  aid  not  know  but  what 
e  might  sail  before  I  came  back.  I  went  over  there  generally, 
without  any  special  purpose,  and  then  this  matter  was  brought  up, 
and  to  my  Knowledge  I  nad  not  mentioned  it  to  anybodv  else  up  to 
that  time,  although  I  may  have  said  it  before  readmg  aoout  Uuey, 
I  may  have  said  it  to  somebody  in  my  presence,  but  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  saying  it  to  anybody.  I  may  have  done  it  to  some  of 
our  people. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  you  had  not  seciu-ed  your  pass^e  before 
March  14?— A.  I  may,  and  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  1  did  not 
seciu-e  it  tmtil  March  14.  I  did  not  get  there  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon on  Saturday  and  the  office  was  closed.  I  went  to  the  steamer 
and  they  referred  me  up  to  the  office,  and  I  'phoned  up  to  see  whether 
there  was  anybody  in,  and  there  wasn't  anybody  in  except  the 
keeper,  and  they  told  me  I  should  engage  ahead  if  I  wan  tea  to  go 
on  the  steamer,  but  he  said  he  would  register  me  at  the  office,  where 
the  clerk,  when  he  came  in  Monday  morning,  would  get  my  appli- 
cation, but  I  did  not  secure  and  pay  for  my  passage  until  I  came 
down  and  made  good  for  my  reservation.  They  got  my  memorandum 
that  I  wanted  a  certain  reservation  and  I  secured  it  and  paid  for  it 
on  Tuesday. 

Q.  What  day  of  the  month  would  that  be;  that  woiild  be  the  17th 
if  Monday  was  the  16th? — ^A.  Yes;  that  would  be  the  17tii. 

Q.  And  you  sailed  on  the  18th?— A.  I  sailed  on  the  18th. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  any  word  at  Bridgeport  as  to  where  you  would 
be  found  with  mail  and  telegrams? — ^A.  I  left  general  instructions 
first  that  my  address  would  be  the  general  defivery  post-office  at 
New  Orleans,  as  I  did  not  know  where  I  would  stop. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  mail  there? — ^A.  Yes;  1  received  one  or 
two  letters  that  had  been  forwarded  to  me,  but  I  did  not  know  how 
long  I  would  stay,  and  they  did  not  know  how  long  I  would  stay. 

Q.  Who  were  they  from,  the  letters  you  received? — ^A,  Well,  no 
one  outside  of  the  family,  and  I  do  not  know.  There  was  no  com- 
munication relative  to  business  particularly. 

Q.  No  communication  from  Sunon  Lake? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Clement  B.  Adams?— A.  No. 

Q.  Who  were  they  from? — ^A.  With  the  exception  I  think  I  had 
one  letter  or  one  paper  from  Bridgeport,  one  of  the  Bridgeport  papers, 
that  gave  a  small  account — I  aon't  know  just  what  the  account 
referred  to — and  that  is  all  I  had. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  date  of  that  paper? — ^A.  No.     * 

Q.  What  did  it  say  about  this  investigation? — ^A.  Well,  I  coidd 
not  say  that. 
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Q.  Was  it  a  paper  dated  March  24? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  What  paper  was  it? — ^A.  It  was  one  of  the  Bridgeport  napers — 
I  don't  know  even  which  paper  it  was,  but  simply  a  notice  aoout  the 
Lillej  investigation,  that  the  committee  was  meeting,  and  I  think  it 
was  really  in  regard  to  Lilley's — if  I  remember  rightly — applying  for 
an  attorney,  or  something  of  that  kind;  but  there  was  notnmg  defi- 
nite, to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Q.  Something  about  Lilley's  applying  for  an  attorney? — ^A.  Yes; 
lilley's  applying  for  an  attemey  before  the  committee  before  the 
thing  was  really  started. 

Q.  That  application  of  Mr.  Lilley  was  made  about  two  weeks  before 
you  sailed,  so  that  there  must  be  a  little  mistake  about  that. — ^A. 
Well,  I  don't  know  about  that;  but  there  was  nothing  specially  inter- 
esting to  me,  or  had  nothing  whatever  in  regard  te  mv  name  in  any 
way,  shape,  or  fashion;  I  (fid  not  know  that  my  affidavit  had  been 
put  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley's  application  for  an  attorney  was  made  on  the  9th  of 
March;  it  appeared  in  the  papers  not  later  than  the  10th  of  March. 
Do  vou  mean  to  say  that  they  forwarded  to  you  a  paper  of  March 
10^-A.  Well,  then  I  don't  know. 
Q.  Was  there  any  marked  article  in  the  paper? — ^A.  No. 
Q.  Did  you  receive  any  telegrams  while  you  were  there? — ^A.  No. 
Q.  No  telegrams  at  all? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stop  in  New  Orleans? — ^A.  The  first  night  I 
stopped  at  the  hotel  and  after  that  I  stopped  at  a  private  boarding 
house. 

Q.  Where? — ^A.  On  practically  the  comer  of  Jackson  and  St. 
Charles  streets. 

Q.  Kept  by  whom? — ^A.  I  don't  know;  I  may  have  her  card,  I 
don't  know;  It  was  kept  by  a  lady;  I  did  not  know  who  she  was 
before  [producing  card].  Mjs.  M.  E.  Delhonuner,  1539  Jackson  ave- 
nue, New  Orleans. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  about  her  place? — ^A.  I  got  her  advertise- 
ment out  of  the  paper  and  went  out  to  see  her. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  any  word  at  the  hotel  where  you  were  going? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  What  hotel  did  you  stop  at? — ^A.  Stopped  the  first  night  at  the 
Dennishore. 
Q.  You  stayed  there  only  one  night? — A.  That  is  all. 
Q.  Have  any  baggage  thiBre,  trunks  or  anything? — ^A.  Had  a  grip 
there;  didn't  take  the  trunk  there. 

Q.  Took  the  trunk  out  to  1539  Jackson  avenue?  The  Dennishore 
is  a  pretty  good  hotel? — ^A.  Yes;  Dennishore  is  all  ri^ht. 

Q.  I  stopped  there  and  liked  it  very  much.  How  did  you  come  to 
leave  there  on  the  24th? — ^A.  WelL  for  personal  reasons. 

Q.  What  were  they? — A.  Mrs.  Lake  nas  been  a  cripple  for  nearly 
ft  year,  as  I  said  a  while  ago;  she  has  lost  practically  tne  use  of  her 
nght  arm,  and  she  does  not  like  stopping  at  hotels  oecause  she  had 
trouble  dredging,  and  one  thing  and  another,  and  she  preferred  to  go 
privately  where  she  could  dress  rather  loosely  and  have  more  comfort. 
Q.  Where  did  you  stop  at  Hot  Springs?— A.  We  stopped  at  the 
Hotel  Homesteadf. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stop  in  New  York? — ^A.  New  York,  we  stopped 
at  the  Hotel  Belmont  a  night. 
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Q.  Then  you  stopped  at  hotels  every  place  else  except  New  Or- 
leans t — A.  les;  we  wanted  to  stay  there  a  little  while  and  did  not 
want  to  bother;  that  is  why  we  left  there. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  expect  to  stay  in  New  Orleans? — A.  We  did 
not  know. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  secure  accommodations  with  this  lady,  what- 
ever her  name  was?— A.  Well,  by  the  week. 

Q.  For  how  many  weeks  did  you  stay* — ^A.  We  did  not  stay  quite 
two  weeks.  When  I  took  my  passage  I  got  a  round-trip  passage 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  from  New  Orleans  to  Habana,  from 
Habana  back  to  New  York,  and  our  time  of  staying  was  depending 
^n  how  she  felt.  The  doctor  at  Hot  Springs  advised  her,  as  I  say, 
to  take  a  sea  voyage.  We  were  thinking  first,  and  I  expected  to  have 
gone  at  the  time  to  Bermuda,  and  that  was  a  short  voyage,  and  we 
finally  picked  out  New  Orleans,  because  that  gave  us  a  nice  sea  voy- 
age. We  could  take  that  without  going  too  far  south.  We  were 
thinking  about  going  down  to  Jamaica,  but  it  was  getting  rather  late 
in  the  season,  so  we  did  not  go.  We  went  to  New  Orleans  and  from 
there  to  Habana.  We  were  rather  expecting  to  stay  about  two 
weeks — I  thought  possibly  we  would — but  the  steamers  were  quar- 
antined, so  we  hurried  over  to  Habana  before  we  got  caught  there, 
and  after  we  got  there  neither  Mrs.  Lake  nor  I  did  not  seem  to  feel  as 
well.  It  was  very  hot  in  daytime  and  cool  at  night  and  the  extreme 
did  not  suit  either  one  of  us,  so  I  took  the  first  steamer  away  that  1 
could  get  away  after  I  got  to  Habana  and  went  right  back  to  New 
York. 

Q.  Now,  for  how  long  a  time  did  you  secure  accommodations  at 
the  boarding  house? — A.  For  no  definite  time. 

Q.  Secure  it  for  two  weeks? — A.  No,  sir;  only  with  the  under- 
standing that  if  I  stayed  over  a  week  I  could  leave  at  any  time,  but 
I  was  to  pay  the  regular  weekly  rates  and  stay  as  long  as  I  wanted 
to  stay. 

Q.  but  you  took  it  for  two  weeks? — A.  No,  no  definite  time;  but 
I  took  it  for  one  week,  because  our  steamer  did  not  go  and  we  could 
not  get  away  for  a  week.  I  expected  to  have  gone  away,  but  we 
could  not  get  away,  I  guess,  for  a  week  and  four  days. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stop  in  Habana? — A.  Stopped  at  the  hotel 
Ocean  View  the  first  night  and  that  was  a  little  out  of  the  town— it 
is  really  in  the  city ;  Dodd,  I  think  they  call  it.  That  was  right  along 
the  Gulf  and  the  air  was  so  penetrating;  in  fact  it  did  not  suit  me  as 
well  as  it  did  my  wife  there,  so  we  went  through  the  same  tactics  and 
went  to  Mr.  Foster  to  get  a  boarding  place  where  we  could  hare 
things  more  comfortable. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Foster? — A.  Mr.  Foster  is  some  one  that  everybody 
asks  Mr.  Foster  everything  you  want  to  know. 

Q.  In  Habana? — A.  Habana;  and  he  recommended  a  place  where 
we  went  to.  It  was  an  American  boarding  house,  where  thej-  spoke 
American,  and  we  went  there  until  the  steamer  started. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that? — A.  That  was  the  American  House. 

Q.  Is  that  Mr.  Foster  a  relative  of  Mr.  Foster,  of  Bridgeport?— 
A.  Oh,  I  don't  suppose-  I  don't  know.  I  didn't  see  Mr.  Foster;  in 
fact,  Mr.  Foster  has  a  place  of  information  just  the  same  as  the  house 
on  Pennsylvania  avenue  in  Washington;  he  recommends  hotels  and 
places  and  secures  tickets  for  anybody  and  everybody.     I  diil  not 
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see  the  man;  there  were  some  lady  clerks  there  that  advised  us  and 
recommended  this  house. 

Q.  When  you  arrived  in  New  Orleans,  at  the  Hotel  Dennishore, 
did  you  notify  the  officers  of  your  company  or  not — any  of  your 
family  at  Bridgeport^  or  Washmgton  or  New  Orleans — where  you 
were  stopping?— A.  No;  we  did  not,  because  we  did  not  expect  to 
stay  there. 

0.  When  you  went  to  this  private  boarding  house  of  which  you 
spoke,  did  you  notify  the  officers  ofyour  comp^inv,  or  any  of  them, 
or  any  members  of  your  family  in  Washington,  Bridgeport,  or  any- 
where else,  where  you  were  stopping?— A.  No;  because  we  expected 
to  sail  away  from  there.  In  fact,  that  was  the  winter  schedule  that 
the  steamer  would  sail  from  there,  and  we  expected,  unless  we  became 
particularly  interested  in  the  city,  we  expected  to  sail  from  there  in 
a  week;  we  would  hardly  have  time. 

Q.  It  takes  only  thirty-six  hours  from  here  to  New  Orleans. — A. 
There  was  nothing  said  about  it  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Q.  When  you  got  to  Habana  did  you  notify  any  of  the  officers  of 
your  company  or  agents? — A.  I  wrote  to  them  when  I  was  going  to 
sail  from  New  Orleans  and  my  address  would  be  at  the  general  post- 
oflSce  in  Habana. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  write  that? — A.  I  wrote  to  Adams,  I  think. 

Q.  Clement  Adams? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  reached  Habana  did  you  wire  or  cable  or  write 
where  you  were  stopping? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  hotel?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  changed  from  there  to  the  American  House  did  you 
tell  them  you  were  stopping  at  that  hotel? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not: 
because  after  I  was  there  a  day  or  two,  as  I  say,  the  n^xt  day  I  engaged 
my  passage  back  on  the  steafmer  sailing  from  there  on  Saturday. 

Q.  Now,  what  day  did  you  sail  from  New  Orleans? — ^A.  It  was  on 
Saturday,  I  think,  April  4. 

Q.  You  arrived  there  March  23? — ^A.  Arrived  at  New  Orleans? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Eighteenth  was  Wednesday;  we  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  on  Monday. 

Q.  The  16th  was  Monday  and  the  23d  would  be  the  next  Monday? — 
A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  You  were  there,  then,  twelve  days  and  in  that  time  you  did  not 
communicate  with  tne  officers  or  agents  or  your  company  or  the 
members  of  your  family  in  the  North  at  all? — ^A.  No;  except,  as  I 
3aT,  when  I  decided  to  leave  I  wrote  that  I  expected  to  sail  on  the 
4th  to  Habana  and  from  there^  I  would  probably  sail  from  there  to 
New  York  on  the  11th,  which  1  did. 

Q.  Sail  for  New  York  on  the  11th?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

0.  WTien  did  you  write  them  that  you  were  going  to  sail  from 
Habana  for  New  York  on  the  11th? — ^A.  I  think  about  the  2d  day 
of  April. 

Q.  You  had  already  discovered  then  in  New  Orleans  that  the  air 
of  Habana  would  not  agree  with  vou? — A.  Air  of  Habana?     No. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  left  Habana  because  the  air  did  not 
figree  with  you? — A.  I  was  not  in  Habana  then;  I  did  not  write 
them  at  all  from  Habana. 

Q.  Then  when  they  said  that  they  did  not  know  when  you  were 
coming  home  they  must  have  been  mistaken  about  receiving  that 
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communication  from  jrou? — A.  Well,  no;  because  I  told  them  that  I 
rather  expected  to  sail,  or  might  sail,  on  the  4th,  or  might  stay  over 
another  week. 

■  Q.  When  you  were  going  to  sail  from  Habana? — ^A.  That  is  what 
I  wrote  them.  I  wrote  them  from  New  Orleans  I  was  going  to  Habana, 
and  the  steamer  sailed  on  Saturday,  and  I  might  sail  on  the  first 
Saturday  or  the  second  Staurday,  but  I  did  not  tell  them  when  I 
would  sail,  because  I  had  not  made  up  my  mind. 

Q.  But  you  did  not,  with  the  exception  of  that  letter  which  you 
mailed  on  the  2d  or.3d  of  April- — ^was  it  a  letter  or  telegram? — A.  It 
was  a  letter. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  that  letter;  did  you  sav  anything  in  that 
letter  about  business? — A.  No;  not  to  my  knowledfge;  I  think  I  just 
merely  wrote  them  that  postal  I  had  taken  passage  or  decided  to  sail 
from  herfe  on  the  4th — told  them  the  steamer's  name  and  we  might 
sail  from  there  on  Saturday,  the  11th,  or  stay  over  there  until  the 
following  Saturday. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  write  that? — A.  I  think  I  wrote  one  to  my 
son  and  one  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Q.  Now,  on  what  day  did  you  secure  your  passage  on  that  boat? 
What  was  the  boat  on  which  you  went  from  New  Orleans  to  Habana? 
Excelsior,  wasn't  it? — ^A.  Excelsior,  that  is  right. 

Q.  On  what  day  did  you  secure  your  passage? — A.  I  think  I  did 
the  same  thing  there  that  I  did  in  New  York,  I  went  down  and  saw 
them  about  it  and  they  said,  the  party  in  the  office  said,  one  of  the 
clerks  said,  '*Do  you  Know  that  tnere  is  a  quarantine  to  take  place 
from  Habana  on  the  1st?''  and  I  said,  '*No.'' 

Q.  What  day  was  that? — ^A.  That  was  probably  about  the  last  of 
March,  probably  the  28th,  29th  of  March,  somewhere  around  there; 
but  he  advised  me  to  see,  I  think  the  man's  name  was  White,  who, 
he  said,  was  a  Government  representative  there  that  had  charge  of 
of  the  quarantine,  and  I  went  to  see  him,  but  I  didn't  see  him  that 
day,  so  I  went  to  see  the  general  passenger  agent,  and  he  said,  **If 
you  leave  New  Orleans  you  can  not  get  back  again."  I  said,  **I 
don't  want  to."  ** Where  do  vou  want  to  go  to  from  Habana?"  I 
said,  'To  New  York."  He  sai3,'*There  is  no  quarantine  against  New 
York;  the  quarantine  will  only  apply  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
Maryland."  Then  I  went  around  tne  next  day  and  engaged  the  pas- 
sage on  the  Excelsior, 

Q.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  your  passage  was  engaged  on  the 
25th? — A.  Yes;  I  had  my  passage  so  far  as  that  is  concerned;  I  had 
my  ticket  so  far  as  that  goes,  but  I  had  to  secure  accommodations. 
He  said,  **  I  will  enter  you,"  and  he  entered  me  for  passage.  He  said, 
"You  will  have  to  go  and  bring  your  ticket  and  you  A^nll  have  to  t^ke 
that  affidavit  of  matters  going  in  there. 

Q.  That  was  on  the  25th  of  March? — A.  Latter  part  of  March, 
probably  26th,  27th,  or  28th,  along  there. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  February  25th,  wasn't  it? — A.  I  don't 
know ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Q.  Aren't  you  pretty  certain  it  was  the  25th? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  certain? — A.  No  more  certain  than  I  am  it  was  the  29th. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after  you  had  moved  to  the  boarding  house  t— 
A.  Well,  that  I  do  not  know,  but  I  went  down  with  my  ticket  to  get 
the  passage  secured. 
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Q.  But  you  made  sure  of  your  accommodations  on  the  25th? — ^A. 
It  was  possibMthe  26th  or  27th.  There  was  a  steamer  sailed  on 
Tuesday  and  Saturday,  I  think.  Well,  I  had  expected  to  sail  on 
Tuesday  until  I  went  down  and  they  told  me  the  Tuesday  steamer 
was  taiien  ofp  and  there  was  only  one  running,  and  she  would  not  sail 
until  the  4th.     Then  I  engaged  accommodations. 

Q.  When  did  you  find  mat  the  first  steamer  had  been  taken  off? — 
A.  Well,  that  was  some  time  when  I  began  to  look  up  about  going. 
It  was  probably  the  latter  part  of  the  week  after  I  went  there.  I 
went  on  the  23a,  I  went  there  on  Monday  the  24th.  That  could  not 
hare  been  the  25th;  it  was  probably  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  I 
took  in  the  town  first  before  I  began  to  think  about  leaving.  Then. 
as  I  said,  I  went  to  inquire,  and  they  told  me  the  quarantme  would 
take  effect  on  the  1st. 

Q.  How  did  you  put  in  your  time  in  New  Orleans? — A.  Well, 
l<K>ked  around  the  city,  driving  around. 
Q.  Out  every  day  ?— A.  Yes;  I  think  I  was  out  every  day. 
Q.  What  kind  o^  weather  did  you  have? — ^A.  Very  fine  weather, 
except  the  day  we  went  there  it  rained  very  hard.  We  w^ere  to  get 
there,  I  think,  about  12  o'clock,  and  had  been  delayed.  It  was  past 
1  o'clock  when  we  got  off  the  steamer. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  papers  while  vou  were  there?— A.  I  read  two 
or  three  wnen  I  could  get  them;  couldn't  always  get  them.  I  think 
possibly  the  Herald.  They  were  always  3  days  old  when  I  got  them. 
1  took  some  New  Orleans  papers,  but  I  didn't  see  very  much.  I  think 
there  was  one  account  in  there,  a  short  account  of  submarines.  There 
wasn't  anything  special. 
Q.  One  short  account  of  the  submarine  investigation  i — A.  Yes. 
Q.  New  Orleans  paper? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Only  one? — ^A.  1  think*  that  is  the  only  one  I  seen  any  account. 
Q.  Or  one  every  day? — ^A.  There  was  an  article  everj^  day. 
Q.  I  am  asking  whether  there  was  one  article  only  or  an  article 
every  day  ?— A.  'There  was  one  article  in  the  paper  I  saw,  a  very  short 
article. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  New  York  Herald  ?— A.  The  New  York  Herald. 
1  think  I  saw  about  two  articles  in  that  in  rejjard  to  it,  but  I  didn't  see 
any  paper  until  the  last  day  I  went  away.  I  went  up  and  got  one  just 
before  1  left.  That  was  on  Saturday,  and  I  think  that  was  a  Tuesday 
or  a  Wednesday's  paper  that  I  got.  It  was  the  only  paper  I  could  get 
at  the  stand. 

Q.  You  had  seen  copies  of  it  before  that? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  a 
few  copies. 
Q.  You  think  now  it  was  on  the  27  th  that  you  made  sure  of  your 

vovagel— A.  I  have  no  means  of  being  accurate  on  that ;  I  could 

Q.  I  thought  maybe  from  reference  to  the  newspapers  you  re- 
freshed vour  memory  on  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  ^Vllen  did  you  fijrst  see  a  notice  in  the  newspaper  that  endeavor 
W  been  made  to  serve  a  subpoena  upon  you  to  appear  before  this 
committee*— A.  On  my  arrival  in  New  York  on  Tuesday  afternoon: 
after  I  got  to  the  hotel  I  went  out  and  got  a  New  York  paper  and  I 
saw  the  article  there  that  you  had  been  chasing  me  all  over  the 
l-nited  States,  which  was  the  firflt  intimation  of  any  kind  that  I  had 
that  I  was  wanted. 
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Q.  The  news  was  carried  in  all  the  associated  press  dispatches  all 
over  the  country? — A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  When  you  got  those  New  York  papers  down  there,  didn't  vou 
read  them?— A.  1  read  them.  As  I  say,  I  saw  an  article  there,  Wt 
nothing  about  my  being  wanted,  asked  for,  or  looked  for. 

Q.  Didn't  say  the  officers  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
whether  it  mentioned  you  specifically  or  not?— A.  No. 

Q.  In  fact,  that  did  appear  in  all  the  papers  on  the  24th  of  March: 
if  you  saw  the  New  Orleans  papers  you  must  have  seen  that  in  them. — 
A.  No;  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  If  you  got  the  New  York  Herald  and  read  it,  you  must  have 
seen  it. — A.  I  got  the  New  York  Herald  probably  in  a  couple  weeks. 
As  I  sav,  I  saw  an  article  there,  but  no  reference  to  that. 

Q.  Tlie  New  York  Herald  of  March  24  would  reach  New  Orleans 
about  March  27,  would  it  not? — ^A.  Yes;  I  suppose  it  would.  I  have 
no  means  of  saying.  The  only  thing  that  I  can  say  is  that  I  never 
saw  any  accoimt  of  the  fact  of  my  being  wanted  before  this  com- 
mittee xmtil  last  Tuesday,  after  I  arrived  in  New  York. 

Q.  Even  then  you  did  not  hurry  here  ? — A.  No.  I  did  not  hurry 
here,  but  I  had  there  taken  quarters.  My  wife  did  not  feel  equal  to 
go  up.  That  was  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  we  stopped  over,  and 
we  started  up  the  next  morning,  and  yesterday  morning  Mr.  Adams — 
I  had  him  on  the  phone,  and  he  said  he  was  coming  down  here  on 
Tuesdav  night,  so  I  asked  him  to  stop  at  the  hotel,  which  he  did, 
before  he  came  down,  and  he  said  that  thev  wanted  me.  Of  course 
I  had  known  it  then,  because  I  had  seen  that  in  the  papers.  I  told 
him  I  would  take  my  wife  home,  and  to  report  the  matter  down  here 
where  I  could  be  found;  that  I  would  go  to  Bridgeport  the  next  day, 
and  if  they  wanted  me  they  could  find  me  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  They  found  you  there;  you  were  subpoenaed? — A.  No;  he 
found  me  at  New  York. 

Q.  The  Sergeant-at-Arms  found  you  at  New  York? — A.  Yes;  he 
telephoned  me  yesterday  morning  from  Bridgeport.  He  had  gone 
to  Bridgeport  and  gone  to  the  house — gone  to  my  daughter's — and 
she  told  him  that  I  was  stopping  in  New  York,  so  he  called  me  on  the 
phone,  possibly  some  9  or  10  o^cTock — sometime  in  the  morning — and 
asked  me  what  time  I  was  going  to  Bridgeport.  I  told  him  I  ex- 
pected to  take  the  1  o'clock  train,  if  possible,  and  certainlv  not  later 
than  the  3  o'clock  train.  He  said  my  daughter  wanted  to  know  what 
train  I  was  going  up  in,  so  I  told  him  that.  But  when  I  came  to  take 
the  3  o'clock  train  he  had  been  at  the  hotel  and  left  his  card.  1  came 
An  about  a  quarter  of  3  to  hurry  to  the  train  and  the  card  was  in  mv 
room.  I  took  the  card  and  went  downstairs  and  had  the  clerk  look 
him  up.  He  ran  around  the  hotel  and  brought  him  in  and  he  served 
the  suopoena  on  me.  I  told  him  I  had  sent  my  baggage  up  and  was 
going  up  with  Mrs.  Lake,  so  he  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  telephone  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  me  to  c^me 
down  here  before  4  o'clock,  but  he  thought  that  it  would  be  well  if  I 
could  get  here  in  time  to-day.  I  found  I  could  get  down  last  night, 
and  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  I  sent  word  up  this  morning  that  I 
would  be  here  at  11  o'clock. 

Q.  You  do  not  live  in  Bridgeport? — A.  Yes;  when  I  am  there. 
I  have  been  in  Washington  quite  considerable  this  winter,  but  I  have 
shipped  my  belongings — what  I  had  in  Washington — to  Bridgeport. 
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Q.  When  did  you  ship  them? — A.  When  I  went  South. 

Q.  Now,  then,  Mr.  Lake,  you  desire  us  to  understand  that  you,  as 
the  vice-president  of  this  corporation,  in  charge  of  all  its  anairs,  a 
for|)oration  of  considerable  magnitude  and  importance  in  important 
affairs,  do  you  w^nt  us  to  understand  that  you  went  away  on  tne  18th 
of  March  and  were  gone  from  then  until  the  11th  of  Apnl  and  had  no 
oonununication  whatever  with  the  office  of  your  company?— A. 
Well,  now,  of  course,  I  think  I  had  some  w^hen  I  was 

Q.  Had  some  word? — A.  You  understand  that  I  had  nothing  to 
do 

Q.  Nothing  what — what  had  you  to  do  about  these  communica- 
tions?— ^A.  I  went  on  a  sick  leave  and  went  on  the  advice  of  the 
physician  to  lay  things  aside. 

0.  I  would  uke  you  to  answer  my  (question.  Do  you  want  us  to 
TUiderstand  that  you  had  no  communication  with  vour  office  during 
that  period  from  the  18th  of  March  to  the  11th  of  April? — A.  Yes;  I 
did  not  in  an  official  capacity. 

Q.  Did  you  not  while  you  were  at  yoifr  boarding  house  have  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  lines? — A.  A 
telegram  f 

Q.  Yes;  and  receipted  for  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  one  over  the  Postal  Telegraph  Company  lines? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  send  any  telegram  over  either  line  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  your  wife?— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  your  wife  receive  a  telegram? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  she  receive  one  for  you^— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  would  know,  would  you  not? — A.  I  would,  undoubtedly, 
because  she  attended  to  those  things  verj'  good. 

Q.  Well,  now,  Mr.  Lake,  the  Sergeaiit-at-Arms,  or  his  assistant, 
was  at  Bridgeport  to  serve  subpoenas  on  other  officers  of  this  com- 
pany and  made  inquiries  for  you  on  the  27th  of  March.  Do  you 
desire  us  to  understand  that  tihe  officers  of  your  company  and  the 
members  of  your  family  were  so  derelict  in  their  duty  to  you,  as  well 
as  their  duty  to  this  committee,  that  they  never  notified  you  of  that 
fact  in  any  way  ? — A.  Well,  I  never  received  any  notice,  whether  they 
sent  it  or  not;  I  never  received  it.  They  knew  not  where  to  send  it, 
except  to  send  it  to  the  general  delivery.  That  is  the  only  way  they 
could  have  done. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lake,  what  portion  of  the  year  1907  did  you  spend  in 
Washington;  y^ou  were  here  nearly  all  the  time? — A.  I  think  I  came 
here  and  took  apartments  at  the  Marlborough  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  was  there  practically  all  the  time. 

Senator  Thurston.  That  Would  be  1906? 

A.  That  would  be  1897,  in  December,  I  think  we  took  an  apartment 
at  the  Marlborough. 

Q.  On  December  15th,  what  year?— A.  1807. 
Twelve  years  ago? — A.  1907. 

You  mean  1906? — A.  No.  I  am  talking  about  December,  1907. 
Were  you  not  here  all  that  year,  practically  all  last  year? — ^A. 
Well,  I  was*^  at  the  office,  back  and  forth,  I  was  at  Atlantic.  My 
wife  was,  I  think,  nearh^  two  months  at  the  Washington  Sanitarium. 
I  was  not  at  the  office  very  much,  but  I  was  in  communication  with 
the  Washington  office. 
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Q.  In  chai^  of  the  Washington  office? — ^A.  In  charge  of  the 
Washington  office. 

^  Q.  You  were  in  here  nearly  every  day? — ^A.  No;  I  came  occa- 
sionally; but  then  we  got  apartments^  I  tmnk  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, at  the  Marlborough;  of  course  I  was  here  pretty  constantly  at 
that  time. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  the  Newport  tests  were  made? — ^A.  I  was 
at  Newport  at  that  time. 

-O.  Tnen  you  came  back  to  Washington,  did  you  not? — ^A.  I  came 
back  to  Washington,  I  think,  at  that  time.  Then  I  was  stopping  at 
the  Cochran.  I  think  I  was  stopping  at  the  Cochran  until  along  in 
the  spring,  and  then,  as  I  say,  we  went  to  Atlantic,  and  I  was  out  here 
for  aoout  two  months  and  then  we  came  and  took  apartments. 

Q.  Now,  you  were  present  at  those  tests  at  Newport?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  you  did  after  that  to  secure  a  contract  for 
your  company  for  a  submarine  torpedo  boat  or  boats? — ^A.  Did  wet 

Q.  State  what  action  you  took. — A.  Well,  we  really  took  no  action 
except  to  wait  for  the  action  of  the  Navy  Department  and  wait  for 
their  decision. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  report  of  the  navy  board  on  the 
tests? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  that  I  can  tell  that,  except  by  rumor. 
I  heard  it  before  it  really  was  a  report,  but  I  saw  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  regard  to  that  on  about  a  week  before  the  report  was  gen- 
erally known  or  the  decision,  rather,  was  known. 

Q.  You  saw  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — ^A.  I  saw  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Q.  Prior  to  that  time,  however,  you  had  heard  what  the  report  was 
to  be?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  heard  a  rumor? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  hear  that;  where  did  you  hear  it? — ^A.  I  think  I 

§ot  the  first  information  when  it  was  to  come  out.  I  got  it  from  the 
ecretary. 

Q.  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Senator  Thurston  went 
up  there  to  see  him  about  it,  when  the  decision  was  to  be  made  or 
likely  to  be  reached. 

Q.  You  do  not  call  that  a  rumor? — A.  No;  he  told  us  he  had  not 
taken  up  the  matter  yet,  but  he  was  going  West  on  a  tour,  or  some- 
thing, and  he  was  going  then  up  to  New  Haven  or  somewhere,  I 
think,  for  a  few  days  or  down  East,  but  he  expected  to  come  back 
and  wanted  to  go  West  on  a  Saturday,  and  he  had  hoped  to  have  the 
thing  settled  and  disposed  of  before  he  went  away. 

Q.  What  thing  settled  ? — A.  This  decision  in  regard  to  submarine 
boats. 

Q.  Decision  by  whom? — A.  By  him. 

Q.  Had  the  navy  board  reported  on  the  tests? — A.  No,  I  think 
not.     I  do  not  know  that  they  had. 

Q.  Are  you  thinking  now  of  the  report  made  by  the  naval  board 
showing  the  result  of  the  Newport  tests,  or  are  you  thinking  of  the 
decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  based  on  the  opinion  of  the 
attorney,  whether  he  could  give  the  contract  to  that  company;  which 
are  you  speaking  of? — A.  I  am  speaking  of  the  original  award — first 
award  beiore  there  ever  was  any  contract  mentioned  or  thought  of, 
I  suppose. 
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RQ.  You  have  said  you  heard  a  rumor  what  the  report  of  the  naval 
bocml  was  to  be.  I  would  like  to  follow  up  that  rumor;  where  did 
vou  hear  it?— A.  Well,'  as  I  say,  we  saw  the  Secretary  about  on 
Mondav. 

Q.  I  ou  did  not  get  the  rumor  from  him.  Where  did  you  get  the 
rumor? — A.  I  got  this  information  that  the  decision  had  been 
reached  from  Ji£r.  Berger,  of  the  Berger  Boat  Company. 

Q.  What  is  his  full  name? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  I  think  he  lives  in  New  York;  he  was 
there  at  the  time;  he  was  the  inventor  of  the  Berger  boat. 

Q.  Subsurface  boat?— A.  Subsurface  boat. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him? — A.  He  was  at  our  office  in  Washing- 
ton. 

Q.  What  relations  have  you  with  Mr.  Berger? — A.  Not  any,  only 
so  far  as  I  met  him  up  there  at  the  course  of  the  trial  and  became 
acquainted  with  him,  and  I  asked  hiiii  what  they  were  going  to  do 
and  whether  he  thought  they  were  going  to  get  a  contract  or  not, 
and  he  said  that  he  did  not  hardly  think  .they  would;  that  they  were 
outclassed — that  is,  they  did  not  class  exactly  as  a  submarine  boat — 
that  thev  had  been  classed,  I  believe,  as  a  subsurface  boat,  and  seemed 
to  be  left  out  someway,  although  the  law  did  mention  subsurface 
boats,  but  it  was  a  submarine  test,  and  so  he  said  he  hardly  thought 
thev  would  get  it. 

Q.  He  promised  whatever  he  heard  of  interest  to  your  company 
he  would  come  and  tell  you? — A.  No;  no  promise  made.  I  asked 
him  what  he  was  likely  to  get,  and  he  told  he  probably  thought  they 
would  not  get  anything  of  this. 

Q.  How  did  he  happen  to  come  to  your  office  and  tell  you  about 
hi — A.  I  called  him  up  on  the  phone  and  asked  him  how  the  thing 
was  getting  along  and  whether  he  thought  a  decision  w^as  made  or 
whether  he  had  heard  anything  or  not;  just  simply  to  compare  notes. 

Q.  Then  he  came  to  your  office  ^ — ^A.  He  came  to  my  office. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  over  the  telephone  before  he  came  up? — 
A.  He  simply  said  he  would  come  over. 

Q.  Where  did  he  tell  you  he  got  his  information  ? — A.  Well,  he  told 
me  he  had  spent  the  night  before  with  Mr.  Frost  and  his  friends,  and 
that  Is  where  he  got  the  information. 

Q.  Where  did  he  spend  the  night  with  them  ? — ^A.  Oh,  he  did  not 
say. 

Q.  You  went  to  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  I  had  seen 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  first  week,  and  fie  told  us  that  he 
would  take  the  matter  up  when  he  returned  from  his  trip,  saying  it 
would  be  Friday.  The  time  that  Mr.  Berger  was  in  my  room  was 
about  Thursday  of  that  week,  or  Wednesday,  and  he  told  me  that 
the  decision  was  made  to  award  all  the  contracts  to  the  Electric  Boat 
Company. 

Q.  WKo  made  that  decision? — A.  I  made  this  remark:  I  said, 
**Mr.  Berger,  Senator  Thurston  and  I  saw  the  Secretary  before  he 
went  away,  and  he  told  us  the  decision  was  not — he  had  not  con- 
sidered the  matter;  he  expected  to  dispose  of  the  matter  when  he 
returned  before  going  West,  which  would  be  Friday.'' 

Q.  That  was  all  some  time  after  the  Naval  Board  had  reported  that 
the  other  boat  had  won  in  the  contest,  was  it  not? — A.  That  I  don't 
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know,  when  that  report  was  made,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned.  We 
did  not  hear  it  until  we  went  and  asked  him  for  it. 

Q.  I  mean  the  report  by  the  Marix  board,  whatever  you  call  it,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  the  conclusions  upon  that  test. 
They  did  not  order  a  contract  to  anybodv? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  Manx  board  did  not  awara  a  contract  to  anybody? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Thev  simply  reported  the  performance  of  each  boat.  They  did 
not  awara  a  contract  to  anybody,  did  they? — ^A.  No;  I  suppose  not. 

Q.  When  you  say  Mr.  Berger  told  you  the  contract  for  tne  boats 
had  been  awarded  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company  you  are  talking 
about  something  else? — ^A.  No;  he  said  the  award  would  be  awarded; 
he  told  me. 

Q.  To  the  Electric  Boat  Company  for  all  the  8  boats? — ^A.  For  all 
the  8  boats. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  do? — A.  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  then? — ^A.  I  did  not  do  anything  until  the 
Secretary  came  home. 

S.  Wnat  did  you  do  then? — A.  I  went  up  to  see  the  Secretary  on 

Q.  Who  went  with  you  ? — ^A.  Not  anybody. 

Q.  You  went  alone? — ^A.  Senator  Thurston  was  sick  at  the  time 
when  I  went  up  to  see  him  alone  on  Friday  by  appointment. 

Q.  What  day  of  the  month  ? — A.  That  was  the  time,  it  must  have 
been  in  June,  I  think;  the  day  before  he  went  West  on  his  vacation. 

(J,  How  did  you  make  the  appointment  ?— A.  By  telephone,  I 
think,  with  the  clerk.  I  tried  to  get  him  all  day  on  Friday,  and  I 
finally  got  an  appointment  by  the  Secretary  at  half  past  5  o  clock. 

Q.  In  the  morning? — ^A.  In  the  evening. 

Q.  You  made  it  direct  with  the  Secretary,  then,  or  through  his 
clerk? — A.  The  appointment  was  made  from'the  Department  and,  I 
presume,  through  the  clf>rk. 

Q.  You  did  it  yourself;  you  did  the  telephoning? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1 
think  so. 

Q.  With  the  Navy  Department? — A.  With  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  the  appointment  with  the  Secretary. 

Q.  WTien  you  met  the  Secretary,  tell  us  what  occurred  then. — 
A.  I  went  to  see  the  Secretary,  as  I  said.     I  was  alone. 

Q,  Yes;  you  told  us  that. — A.  He  said,  '*Mr.  Lake,  I  am  very  sorry 
to  he  compelled  to  say  that  I  have  to  award  the  whole  contract  to  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  under  the  wording  of  the  act  and  the  decision 
of  the  board,  and  so  forth."  He  also  said  that  he  was  very  sorry, 
because  he  had  hoped  to  get  competition,  to  get  another  boat  in,  and 
hoped  he  could  award  a  contract,  but  under  the  wording  of  the  law  as 
interpreted 

Q.  You  had  just  had  the  competition? — A.  He  had  no  competi- 
tion ;  he  wanted  competition  in  tlie  Navy,  and  he  wanted  to  get  a 
competing  boat  in  the  Navy,  and  he  hoped  very  much  that  he  could 
award  us  a  contract. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  his  hopes  and  wishes,  he  felt  he  could  not  do 
it? — ^A.  He  said  he  could  not.  He  felt  he  could  not  do  it,  and  then, 
of  course,  I  asked  him  why,  and  he  told  it,  and  then  we  taJked  about 
the  double  meaning  of  the  wording  of  the  act.    It  appeared  to  have 
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two  meanings  or  susceptible  of  two  interpretations,  and  we  thougjht 
he  had  a  rimt  to  use  a  discretion  under  that  act.  **Well/'  he  said, 
**as  I  said  before/'  he  said  he  would  like  to,  but  he  did  not  feel  that 
he  could  under  that,  and  we  talked  with  him  about  it. 

Q.  He  would  like  to  give  a  part  of  the  contract  to  the  boat  that  had 
lost,  but  he  did  not  feel  that  ne  could  under  the  act? — ^A.  He  said  he 
would  have  liked  very  much  to  have  gotten  a  Lake  boat,  but  under 
the  decision  he  did  not  feel  that  he  comd  do  it.  I  told  him  about  the 
decision,  and  he  made  this  remark.  He  first  asked  whether  I  had  any 
objections  to  make  to  the  report  of  the  board  or  any  protest.  I  saidf, 
''No,  not  any;"  but  I  told  mm  that  we  did  want  to  know  whether  the 
law  was  defective,  or  whether  the  interpretation  of  the  law  was  dcr 
fective,  if  the  law  compelled  him  to  do  it,  and  if  it  did  not  give  him 
•what  he  would  have  liked  to  have  had  and  a  good  many  others  would 

have  liked  to  have  had 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  good  many  others  would  like  to  have  ? — 
A.  A  great  many  others  expressed  that  they  would  like  to  have 
another  boat  in  the  Department. 

Q.  Who? — ^A.  Navy  I)epartment,  and  a  good  many  others,  as  far 
as  that  is  concerned,  would  like  to  have  had.  I  could  not  name 
anv  particular  others. 

Q.  What  others  went  to  see  the  Secretary,  then,  of  the  Navy 
Department?— A.  Not  anybody.  Then  he  made  the  remark,  **Mr. 
Late,"  he  said,  ''if  you  thmk  that  that  law  is  susceptible  of  any  other 
mterpretation,  I  feel  disposed  to  give  you  the  advantage  of  it,  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  referring  the  matter  to  the  Attorney-General 
for  his  decision  in  regard  to  this  question  in  the  law.''  I  told  him  we 
appreciated  it  very  much  if  he  would  do  that,  and  he  consented  to 
do  it. 

Q.  Was  that  his  suggestion,  or  yours? — A.  It  was  his  suggestion, 
that  if  we  thought  the  la^v  was  not  being  interpreted  right,  or  we 
had  other  rights  under  the  law,  he  said  he  would  refer  tne  matter 
to  the  Attorney-General.  That  was  his  suggestion,  and  I  told  him 
we  would  appreciate  it  very  much,  which  we  did. 

Q.  Did  he  say  whether  or  not  he  had  referred  it  to  the  law  officer 
of  the  Xavy  Department? — A.  He  said  so  far  as  he  was  concerned 
he  was  bound  to  go  by  the  decision  that  had  been  made. 

Q.  What  decision  do  you  mean,  by  the  naval  board? — A.  Naval 
Hoard,  I  presume,  or  his  own  decision  based  on  the  decision  of  the 
naval  board. 

Q.  Did  he  say  whether  he  had  an  opinion  on  the  construction  of 
the  law,  an  opinion  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Naval  Department? — 
A  I  do  not  know  that  he  did  at  that  time.  I  do  not  recollect  that 
he  did. 

0.  Do  vou  say  that  you,  up  to  that  time,  were  the  only  person  that 
had  seen  him  with  reference  to  referring  the  matter  to  tne  Attorney- 
General  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Or  written  him  ? — ^A.  Or  w^ritten  him. 

Q.  Had  you  talked  with  anyone  else  upon  the  subject? — A.  No; 
the  idea  was  simply  suggested  to  him.  That  was  on  Friday  afternoon, 
about  6  o'clock,  I  presume.  He  said  he  wanted  to  make  a  decision 
on  it  before  he  went  away,  and  he  said,  ''  I  take  the  train  to-morrow 
afternoon  at  4  o'clock,''  so  I  told  him  I  would  like  to  consult  before 
we  made  a  special  application  for  that,  consult  with  some  of  the 
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others  or  consult  with  the  attorney.  That  is  what  I  told  him.  He 
was  home  sick  in  bed,  and  I  tried  to  make  an  appointment  with  him 
for  Saturday,  so  I  went  and  saw  Senator  Thurston,  who  was  sick 
abed,  and  he  said — he  advised  that  we  make  application  for  him  to 
refer  it,  which  we  did.  We  made  application  for  it,  and  I  saw  him 
on  the  Saturday  before  he  left  and  made  appUcation,  and  he  says, 
"Mr.  Lake,  I  am  going  awaj,  but  I  will  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Attorney-General,^'  and  that  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  You  had  talked  with  nobody  about  the  construction  of  the  law 
before  you  saw  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — ^A.  Oh,  yes;  I  talked  ¥dth 
lots  of  people  about  the  construction  of  the  law. 

Q.  With  whom  had  you  talked  ?— A.  Most  everybody  thiett  I  talked 
with  about  the  subject. 

Q.  With  whom  aid  you  talk  about  the  subject? — A.  I  don't  know* 

Q.  Who  were  the  ones  you  mentioned;  who  were  the  "everybody" 
with  whom  you  talked  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  I  talked  with  Mr.  Thurston 
about  it.     1  think  I  talked  with  people  in  the  office  about  it. 

Q.  People  in  what  office? — ^A.  In  our  office — ^Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  And  that  two  interpretations  could  be  placed 
upon  it,  whether  the  Secretary  had  the  discretionary  power  or  wnether 
he  was  bound  by  the  other 

Q.  I  know;  but  with  whom  did  you  discuss  that  point? — ^A.  I  don't 
know  as  I  could  name  any  particular  individuals  now  or  any  partic- 
ulars. 

Q.  Name  a  few  of  the  individuals. — ^A.  I  could  in  particular  name 
Mr.  NeflF  and  probably  Adams. 

Q.  Outside  of  your  company,  with  whom  did  you  talk? — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  did  especially  with  anybody. 

Q.  Well,  generally.  You  aid  talk  with  somebody  in  Connecticut, 
some  Connecticut  people,  didn't  you? — ^A.  Oh,  yes;  yes. 

Q.  Who  were  they?— A.  Well,  I  think  I  talked  with — let  us  see — 
I  talked  with  our  directors  about  it. 

Q.  Who  were  the  directors? — A.  The  directors  were — the  Bridge- 
port director  is  Captain  Wallace,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  seen 
anybody  in  Bridgeport  about  that  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  other  Connecticut  persons  did  you  talk  with? 

(Witness  hesitates.) 

p.  There  is  no  secrecy  or  privacy  about  it,  is  there? — ^A.  No;  I 
think  I  talked  generally,  among  almost  anybody.  I  don't  know  par- 
ticularly, but  I  talked  with  most  everybody  that  I  talked  with  about 
the  law,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Q.  Who  talked  about  the  law? — ^A,  I  say  wherever  I  talked  about 
it  with  anybody,  I  talked  about  it. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  you  talked  with? — A.  Anybody  on  the  train, 
wherever  I  happend  to  oe  connected 

Q.  You  would  not  pick  up  a  stranger  and  talk  with  him  about 
it? — ^A.  No;  not  a  stranger,  out  I  might  pick  up  somebody  that  1 
knew. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Brooker? — ^A.  Brooker? 

Q.  Yes.  Don't  be  surprised — everybody  in  Connecticut  knows 
him. — ^A.  Well,  I  don't  know  any  Mr.  Brooker. 

Q.  Do  you  know  either  of  the  Connecticut  Senators? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  them  about  it? — ^A.  No;  not  at  this  time  I 
have  not. 
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Q.  Xot  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  had  not  seen  one  of  them. 
Q.  When  did  you  talk  with  one  of  them?— 7A.  After  the  decision 
was — after  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  Attorney-General, 
then  I  talked  with  some  of  them,  but  not  discussing  the  point  of 
law  in  regard  to  it. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  you  had  not  discussed  it  with  either  of  the 
Senators? — ^A.  No;  I. do  not  know  that  I  ever  did  discuss  the  point 
of  law  with  any  of  the  Senators,  either. 

Q.  What  had  you  discussed  with  them  up  to  that  time? — ^A.  I  did 
not  see  them,  because  it  was  vacation.     I  did  not  see  any  of  them  at 
that  time  until  after  the-* — 
Q.  Did  you  communicate  with  anyone? — ^A.  Yes. 
Q.  Witli  whom? — ^A.  I  think  I  tried — when  the  matter  was  referred 

to  the  Attorney-General 

Q.  No;  before  that?— A.  No;  I  did  not  before  that. 
Q.  Whom  did  you  conununicate  with  in  regard  to  getting  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  refer  it  to  the  Attorney-General? — ^A.  Not  any- 
body, except  Senator  Thurston. 
Q'  Nobody  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  That  you  say  positively? — A.  Yes;  because  that  was  done  over 

at  night;  as  I  say,  I  saw  the  office  force,  Mr.  Neff 

Q.  Who  else  m  Washington  did  you  see  upon  that  point  beside 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  In  regard  to  referring  it  to  the 
Attorney-General  ? 
Q.  Yes. — A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  anybody  about  it. 
Q.  Did  you  see  anybodv  in  any  other  Department? — ^A.  No. 
Q.  Or  any  other  branch  of  the  Government? — ^A.  I  never  was  in 
the  Department — I  never  went  to  see  personally  anybody  in  the 
Denartment. 

^  You  never  went  to  see  any  Government  official  except  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  that  or  any  other  subject? — ^A.  When  we  went  to  the  Secre- 
tary and  he  asked  us  about  whether  we  had  seen  the  report  of  the 
Naval  board,  I  told  him  I  had  not  seen  it.     He  asked  tne  Senator 

if  he  had  seen  it,  and  he  said  no.    We  neither  had  seen  it 

Q.  You  mean  Senator  Thurston? — ^A.  Senator  Thurston.    Well 
the  Secretary  says,  ''You  are  entitled  to  see  it,  or  anything,  if  you 
want  to  see  it/'  and  we  both  requested  to  see  it. 
Q.  That  was  in  the  Navy  Department? — ^A.  That  was  in  the 

Navy  Department,  and  we 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  about  any  other  Department. — A.  Any  other 
Department — ^no. 

0.  You  never  had  been  in  any  other  Government  office? — ^A.  No — 
well,  I  couldn't  say,  but  not  on  that  business,  or  in  fact  upon  any 
particular  business.  I  have  no  acquaintance  really  in  the  Navy 
Department. 

Q.  Where  wasf  Mr.  Simon  Lake  at  that  time? — A.  Simon  Lake 
was  in  Europe. 

Q.  And  the  whole  matter  was  in  your  charge? — A.  Yes,  sir;  until 
he  returned. 

Q.  Did  not  you  discuss  that  matter  with  any  of  the  members  of 
the  Connecticut  delegation ?^-A.  Not  at  that  time;  no,  sir. 

0.  Then  the  getting  of  that  matter  referred  to  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral was  done  by  yourself  alone?— A.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 
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Q.  And  no  one  else  had  part  in  it,  so  far  as  you  know  I — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  it  was  referred  to  the  Attomey*Cieiieral,  what  followed 
then? — ^A.  Then  Senator  Thurston  put  in  his  brief  to  the  Attorney- 
General  and  made  the  arguments. 

Q.  What  else  happened?  Did  you  see  any  other  parties,  then*— 
A.  1  might  have  seen  some  other  parties.  I  seen  our  people  about 
that  then,  and 

Q.  Who  do  you  mean  by  ''our  people?" — ^A.  I  talked  with  the 
directors,  but  I  took  the  responsibility  of  referring  it,  with  Senator 
Thurston — ^I  took  it  on  his  advice  to  ask  for  a  reference  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General. • 

O.  You  did  not  assume  very  much  responsibility  in  that? — ^A. 
Well,  I  did  it.     But  I  did  not  consult  anybody  about  it. 

Q.  You  had  everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose  in  that? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  After  it  was  referred  to  the  Attorney-General,  what  steps  did 
vou  take  to  secure  a  favorable  opinion  from  him  in  addition  to  the 
brief  which  Senator  Thurston  filed  ? — A.  Not  any. 

Q.  Didn't  you  speak  to  anybody  about  it? — A.  I  never  saw  the 
Attomev-General,  and  I  never — no. 

Q.  WTbom  did  you  tell  that  the  question  was  pending  before  the 
Attorney-General? — A.  Oh,  well;  I  don't  know.  I  probably  told  a 
dozen  people  of  it  after  it  was  pending. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  it  at  that  point  that  you  talked  with  the  Senators? — ^A. 
At  what  point? 

Q.  Rignt  there,  while  the  matter  was  pending  with  the  Attorney- 
General? — A.  Of  course  I  talked  with  the  Senator 

Q.  No;  the  Connecticut  Senators? — A.  No,  no. 

C5.  You  had  no  conmiunication  with  them  up  to  that  time? — A. 
Well,  after  it  was  referred  to  the  Attorney-General;  yes;  I  tried  or 
asked  them  then  to — well,  I  think  I  asked  them  indirectlv,  I  did  not 
especially,  asking  them  to  use  their  offices  or  their  inAuence,  and 
write  to  the  Secretary 

Q.  To  get  a  favorable  ruling? — ^A.  Not  to  the  Attorney-General. 
I  never  asked  anybody  to  go  to  the  Attorney-General  except  the 
Secretary. 

Q.  You  asked  nobody  to  use  their  influence  with  the  Attorney- 
General? — A.  No. 

Q.  Wliat  did  you  ask  tlie  Senators  to  do? — ^A.  I  asked  them  to 
write  not  to  the  Attomev-General  but  to  the  Secretary,  and  asked 
their  consideration  after  the  Attomey-Generars  opinion  was  rendered. 

Q.  Did  you  make  that  request  of  the  Senators  oefore  the  Attomev- 
General's  opinion  was  ren(lered? — A.  No,  sir.  We  resteil  while  it 
was  in  the  Attorney-Generars  hands. 

Q.  Did  vou  in  the  meantime  ask  them  -that,  in  the  event  of  the 
Attornev-6enerars  decision A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wlio  else  did  you  ask  them  to  see  besides  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy? — A.  Not  anybody. 

Q.  No  mention  made  of  any  Government  officers? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  High  or  low? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  your  requests  to  the  Senators  in  writing? — ^A,  No,  sir;  I 
•  guess  not. 
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Q.  Where  did  you  see  them? — A.  We  saw  them- 


Q.  Who  are  **we?*'— A.  Well,  I  saw  them  at  that  time,  after  the 
decision  was  rendered 

Q.  By  the  Attorney-General? — A.  No,  sir;  after  the  Secretary 
had  rendered  the  award.  We  did  not  do  anything  until  ^ter  the 
award  was 

Q.  What  award  do  you  mean  ? — A.  When  the  award  was  given  to 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  7  boats,  and  the  five  hundred  and  odd 
thousand  dollars 

Q.  Was  it  originally  given  for  8  boats? — A.  While  the  award  was 
not  given,  but  the  award  was  recited  to  be  given,  and  when  the  Sec- 
retary held  the  matter  up  and  referred  it  to  the  Attorney-General. 

Q.  After  the  Attorney-General  decided,  you  did  not  want  the  boats 
all  given  to  the  Electric  Boat  Companv?— -A.  We  rested,  because  we 
did  not  know  what  the  decision  would  be. 

Q.  But  after  the  decision,  I  am  talking  about. — A.  After  the  award 
was  made  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company  for  7  boats  and  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  and  odd  dollars,  or  whatever  it  was,  was  held  in  reserve 
for  us,  then  we  asked  our  Representatives  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
the  whole  of  them,  to  go  and  see  the  Secretary  about  it  to  see  that  we 
had-— that  he  would  give  us  an  opportunity  to  appear  and  hear  our 
side  of  the  case. 

Q.  In  what  wav  did  you  make  the  request  of  the  Connecticut  dele- 
gation?— A.  Well,  simply  generally;  that  is  all. 

Q.  To  the  newspapers? — ^A.  No;  oh,  ho;  personally. 

Q.  In  person? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  them? — A.  We  saw  them  and  got  them 
together  here  at  the  hotel  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  them  together?— A.  Invited  them  to  come 
down  at  the  Hotel  Willard. 

Q.  How  did  you  invite  them? — A.  Why,  by  asking  them  to  come 
down. 

Q.  Did  you  engrave  the  invitations,  or  personally,  or  verbally? — 
A,  Just  went  around  and  seen  them,  I  guess. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  personally  yourself? — ^A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Who  did?— A.  Well,  I  think  that  I  made  that  request  of  Neff 
or  Captain  Wallace  to  see  some  of  the  people  and  get  them  together, 
and  it  was  su^ested  that  we  get  them  together  and  talk  the  matter 
over  and  see  n  there  was  anything  that  could  be  done  in  the  way  of 
getting  a  hearing  before  the  Secretary. 

Q.  You  think  Captain  Wallace  did  that? — ^A.  I  think  he  saw 
some  of  them;  yes,  sir. 

.    Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them? — A.  I  did  not  see  any  of  them  to  ask 
them  to  come  together;  no. 

Q.  In  whose  name  were  the  invitations  given  out? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  as  it  was  in  anybody's  name,  but  I  get  that — -I  had  them  come 
together,  that  is,  at  the  suggestion  of  people  that  I  went  and  seen, 
one  at  a  time,  and  they  said  we  had  better  get  them  together,  and 
I,  then,  and  at  whose  suggestion  it  was  I  don't  know,  but  at  least 
they  were  called  together,  and  I  found  they  were  down  here,  and 
this  here  would  be  the  best  place  to  do  it. 

Q.  Congress  was  in  session?— A.  I  don't  know. 
33799~PT  xn— 08 8 
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Q.  When  was  that? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  just  before — I  think  it 
was  during  the  recess  of  Congress  for — it  seems  to  me,  I  am  not  sure 
of  that — the  Christmas  hoUdays. 

Q.  Then  they  would  not  be  here  in  Washington.  Did  you  get 
them  purposely  to  come  here  from  Connecticut?— .A.  Well"  it  was 
was  before  theV  left,  I  guess.  It  must  have  been  just  before  they 
left;  that  is  right. 


Q.  What  time  was  it?^A.  I  could  not  say. 


What  month  was  it? — A.  It  must  have  been  in  the  month  of 
December. 

3.  Mr.  Lake,  you  remember  very  distinctly  the  things  Mr.  Ferrv 
to  you  and  you  said  to  him  two  years  ago.     Can  not  you  tell 
when  this  meeting  occurred? — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  the  date  of  it. 

Q.  In  last  December? — ^A.  I  could  not  give  the  date  of  it.  I  think 
it  must  have  been,  it  was  a  little  before  the  adjournment  for  Christ- 
mas. • 

Q.  Did  they  all  come  together? — ^A.  No;  I  think  they  was  all 
there  except  Mr.  Lilley;  the  Connecticut  delegation,  except  Mr. 
Lilley. 

Q.  What? — ^A.  All  there  of  the  Connecticut  delegation,  except 
Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  he  was  there? — ^A.  No;  I  know  he  was  not. 

Q.  It  has  been  testified  that  he  was  there. — A.  Well,  I  did  not  see 
him. 

Q.  Didn't  you  ask  him  to  come? — ^A.  I  think  he  was  asked  to 
come,  the  same  as  the  others.  They  were  all  asked  to  come  as  a 
delegation  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  but  Mr.  Lilley  was  not 
there. 

Q.  Why  didn't  he  come? — ^A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 
I  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Lilley  about  it  or  spoke  to  anybody  else  about 
it.     I  don't  know  why  he  did  not  come. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  speak  to  him  about  it,  probably  you  did  not 
invite  him?— tA.  I  did  not  personally,  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  what 
he  was  invited.     Whether  ne  got  word  or  not  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  What  occurred  at  that  meeting? — A.  In  a  manner  we  talked 
over  the  situation  generally,  and  we  simply  said  that  we  wanted  to 
have  them  help  the  Connecticut — as  our  company  was  a  Connecticut 
enterprise,  we  wanted  them  to  see  that  our  interests  were  looked 
after. 

Q.  Where  is  your  company  incorporated? — A.  Our  company  is 
incorporated  under  the  laws  or  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Q.  Where  does  it  make  its  boats? — A.  It  made  the  first  boat,  and 
the  only  boat  we  have  made  by  ourselves,  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  llaven't  you  made  some  boats  or  some  contracts,  and  do  not 
your  bids  provide  for  making  boats  at  Bath,  Me.? — ^A.  They  do  now. 

Q.  Then  in  whut  way  are  you  a  Bridgeport  or  Connecticut  insti- 
tution?— A.  Simply  because  we  are  Bridgeport  men,  the  stock- 
holders are  Bridgeport  men,  and  our  main  office  is  in  Bridgeport 
and  has  always  been  in  Bridgeport.  Two-thirds,  or  possibly  more,  of 
our  stock  is  held  by  Bridgeport  people,  by  Connecticut  people,  there- 
fore it  is  a  Coimecticut  concern.  We  buy  a  great  deal  of  our  mate- 
rial in  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Does  your  company  take  a  considerable  interest  in  politics  in 
Connecticut? — A.  No,  no;  not  that  I  know  of. 
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Q.  No  interest  at  all? — ^A.  Except  individually.     In  fact  I  do  not 
know  that.     I  do  not  know,  really,  all  of  our  stockholders. 

Q.  Is  it  generally  known  in  Connecticut  who  are  the  stockholders  in 
your  company? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is. 

Q.  I  was  wondering  how  you  would  have  sufficient  influence  to  call 
together  so  important  a  bocly  of  business  men  as  you  did  get  together 
at  that  Connecticut  interview. — A.  We  have  distributed  many  hun- 
dreds or  thousands  of  dollars  in  Bridgeport.     We  built  our  boat  there. 
Q-  You  built  a  boat  there? — A.  We  built  a  boat  there  that  we 
built  in  this  country. 
Q.  How  long  ago  was  that? — ^A.  Three  years  ago. 
Q.  What  boat  was  that? — ^A.  The  Protector  was  built  there.     And 
we  bought  all  of  our  material — in  factj  all  we  can  buy  in  that  State, 
and  always  have — and  are  now  shipping  it  over  to  the  other  side. 
We  buy  a  great  deal  of  material  now  tnat  is  shipped  over  to  the  other 
side  to  put  in  forei^  boats. 

Q.  You  are  buvmg  a  great  deal  of  that  in  Bridgeport?— A.  In 
Bridgeport  and  all  over  the  country. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  did  you  buy  in  Bridgeport? — ^A.  I  could  not 
give  any  figures. 
Q.  Who  do  you  buy  from  in  Bridgeport? — A.  Well,  we  buy  from 

the  Pacific  Iron  Works  and  the 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anybodv  in  Bridgeport,  then? — ^A.  We 
bought  all  of  our  small — a  great  deal  of  our  small  stuff  we  have  made 
in  Bridgeport. 

Q.  jSiQ  you  buy  a  good  deal  more  in  Bath  than  you  buy  in  Bridge- 
port?— ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  What? — ^A.  We  do  not.     I  think  we  buy  our  propellers  in  Bath. 
Q.  You  buy  more  dollars'  worth  in  Bath  than  you  do  in  Bridge- 
port?— ^A.  No;  we  never  have. 

^  Q.  You  buy  more  in  other  States  than  you  buy  in  Connecticut? — ^A. 
Xo;  we  buy  more  in  Connecticut  than  we  do  in  any  other  State;  in 

fact,  the  main  part 

Q.  You  did  get  the  Connecticut  delegation  together  at  the  New 
Willard  Hotel?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  influence  enough  to  do  that;  in  some  way  you  had 
influence  enough  to  get  them  together;  that  is  right,  is  it? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 
Q.  Then  you  talked  the  matter  over? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  did  you  ask  them  to  do?— A.  We  simply  requested  that 
they  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  And  do  what? — ^A.  And  tell  him  that  they  or  their  knowledge 
of  our  boats,  that  our  boat  was — that  they  knew  that  we  could  buud 
a  boat  and  knew  that  it  was  all  good,  and  all  that  kind  of  business, 
•  and  to  simply  speak  a  good  word  for  the  Lake  Company  in  his  con- 
sideration. 

Q.  Who  did  they  know  that  was  connected  with  the  boat?;— A.  I 
<h  not  know.  I  suppose  they  know  most  of  our  stockholders ;  in  fact, 
they  knew  the  stocKholders  there — well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  They  knew  you  and  Simon  Lake,  that  is  about  all? — A.  Oh,  no; 

they  knew  others  better  than  they  did  us. 

Q.  Who  were  the  others? — A.  1  could  not  give  the  specific  names. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  the  names  of  those  prominent  Connect- 

init  people  that  everybody  knew  were  stockholders  ?— A.  Well,  I 
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would  say  Captain  Wallace  knows;  that  Captain  Wallace  is  one,  but 
I  don't  know 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  others? — A.  No;  not  to  call  off  their 
names. 

Q.  But  the  Connecticut  delegation  probably  knew  more  about  the 
list  of  stockholders  than  you  did ;  is  that  what  you  wish  us  to  under- 
stand?— A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  W^e  have  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  one  hundred  stockholders  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Q.  Who  are  the  ten  principal  ones? — A.  I  know ;- 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  any  of  these  stockholders  to  bring  their  influ- 
ence to  bear  on  the  Connecticut  delegation? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  telephone  any  of  them  ? — ^A.  Not  one. 

Q.  Did  you  telegraph  any  of  them  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Or  see  any  of  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  send  messages  to  any  one  of  them? — ^A.  No;  only  ilr.  Wal- 
lace.    I  had  not  anything  to  do  with  that. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Captain  Wallace  to  see  the  others? — ^A.  Yes;  I 
asked  Captain  Wallace  to  see  if  we  could  get  them  together. 

Q.  To  see  these  other  stockholders? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  To  get  the  stockholders  together? — ^A.  No;  I  don't  know  who 
he  nas  seen,  or  what  stockholder  he  has  seen. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  or  get  word  to  him  to  see  the  other  stock- 
holders or  any  of  them?  You  know  whether  you  did  or  not?  Let 
us  have  it. — A.  Well,  I  presume — no;  I  don't  know  whether  I  told 
him  to  see  the  other  stockholders  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  to  him  to  see  them? — ^A.  I  suggested  to  him 
it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  get  them 

Q.  To  get  the  other  stockholders  interested? — ^A.  To  get  the  other 
delegation  together. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  to  him  that  he  should  get  the  other  stock- 
holders to  help  get  the  other  delegation  together? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Then  the  stockholders  don't  cut  any  figure? — ^A.  I  don't  think 
they  did.     I  don't  know  whether  he  seen  any  of  them  or  not. 

Q.  Then  you  took  that  matter  up  at  this  meeting,  and  you  asked 
them  to  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  did  you?— A.  I  think  that 
was  suggested ;  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  specially  asked  to  go. 

Q.  It  was  suggested  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  go? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  of  them? — A.  No;  I  don't  know;  I  guess  they  did  jiot  all  go. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Lilley  go  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  When  did  he  go? — A.  He  did  not  go  with  the  delegation  that 
went.  When  the  delegation  went — oh,  I  think  there  were  three  or 
four  of  the  delegation  that  went. 

Q.  When  didMr.  Lilley  go ? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  know  he  did  go?— A.  I  understood  he  did  go;  but  I  haven't 
it  from  him.     I  heard  that  he  did. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  hear  it;  Mr.  Neff,  didn't  you? — A.  I  think 
Mr.  Neff  told  me  that  he  had  been  there.  I  don't  know  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  You  don't  know  Mr.  Lilley  yourself,  do  you? — ^A.  I  know  Mr. 
Lilley;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  followed  ? — A.  Well,  they  went  into  negotiations,  and 
my  son  took  the  matter  up,  and  I  telepnoned  when  I  thought  there 
was  a  likeUhood  of  there  being  a  contract.     I  am  not  a  technical  man 
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at  all,  and  I  know  nothing  about  the  mechanical  side  of  the  matter,  so 
I  cabled  for  my  son  to  come  over,  and  he  came  over  and  took  charge  of 
the  matter,  and  I  have  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  it,  and  have  never 
had  anything  to  do  nor  consulted  it 

Q.  When  did  your  son  arrive  here? — A.  Let  me  see;  some  time  the 
latter  part  of  February. 

Q.  This  year? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  tlie  meantime  you  had  asked  Mr.  Ldlley  to  telegraph  and 
write  to  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Navy,  hadn't  you,  while  ne  was  in 
California? — A.  Mr.  Lilley  was  asked  to  after  the  decision  of  the 
Attorney-General  had  been  rendered,  and  Mr.  Lilley  was  asked  by 
Mr.  Neff — I  didn't  see  Mr.  Lilley — in  fact  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Lilley 
since  this  matter  has  been  up  to  say  anything  about  it  either  one 
way  or  the  other. 

Q.  I  haven't  asked  you  that. — ^A.  Oh,  then  I  want  to  correct 
myself.  I  remember  now  that  Mr.  Lilley  did  go  with  the  rest  to 
see  the  Secretary,  but  he  was  not  at  our  meeting.  I  want  to  cor- 
rect myself.  I  remember  Mr.  Lilley  was  with  the  rest  to  see  the 
Secretary. 

Q.  He  was  not  at  the  luncheon? — A.  He  was  not  at  the  luncheon, 
but  he  was  with  the  others 

Q.  He  went  with  the  others  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  behalf 
of  vour  company? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  also  telegraphed  and  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
behalf  of  your  company,  didn't  he? — ^A.  Yes;  I  believe  he  did, 

Q.  That  was  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Neflf  ? — A.  That  was  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  NefF. 

Q.  Mr.  NeflF  requested  him  at  your  suggestion? — ^A.  Well,  I  had — 
of  course  Mr.  Neff  did  it  in  our  behalf  and  in  our  emploj,  of  course. 

Q.  And  after  talking  with  you  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  give  him  any  letter  to  Mr.  Lilley  when  Mr.  Neif  went  to 
see  Mr.  Lilley  at  Waterbury  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  a^ume  that  Mr.  NefT  knew  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  I  think  he  did 
know  him,  because  Mr.  NefF  knew  all  of  the  Congressmen. 

A  recess  was  here  taken  until  2.30  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess  at  2.30  p.  m. 

All  members  were  present  except  Mr.  Broussard. 

TESTIMOmr  OF  J.  C.  LAKE— Eesumed. 

J.  C.  Lake,  being  recalled,  on  being  examined,  testified  as  follows: 
By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Then,  after  that  telegram  and  those  letters  were  sent  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  was  then  in  the  West,  Mr. 
Lilley  came  to  Washington  and  saw  the  Secretary  on  his  return,  did 
he  not  ? — ^A.  At  the  time  the  other  Congressman  did. 

Q.  Didn't  he  come  once  in  the  meantime  to  see  them  ? — ^A.  Tliat  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of. 

3.  You  do  not  know? — ^A.  That  is  what  I  had  reference  to  when  I 
that  he  might  have  been  to  see  him. 
,  Q.  About  what  was  the  date  when  the  delegation  went  to  see  the 
^cretary? — ^A.  It  must  have  been  early  after  the  reconvening  of 
^on^rress  after  the  recess. 
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Q.  Probably  in  January,  1908?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  contract  granted? — A.  I  could  not  give  the  date, 
but  it  was  some  part  early  in  February,  1908. 

Q.  How  did  you  first  learn  that  it  had  been  awarded  your  com- 
pany?— A.  Well,  I  don't  know  whether — ^we 'received  notice  of  it  or 
received  a  contract — ^why,  I  think  Mr.  Simon  Lake  told  me  when  they 
signed  the  contract.  I  think  he  told  me  when  he  came  back  after 
the  contracts  were  signed,     I  was  not  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  further  to  do  with  the  details  of  the 
contract? — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  tiling  to  do  with  the  details. 

Q.  What  effort  did  you  make,  ir  any,  to  secure  legislation  tlus 
year  favorable  to  submarines? — A.  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  legislation  this  year. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Representative  Kahn,  of  California? — ^A. 
No,  sir;  I  nave  not  seen  Representative  Kahn,  of  California,  sinc^ — 
never  but  once,  I  believe,  and  that  was  when  the  former  Congress  was 
pending,  when  he  first  put  his  bill  in. 

Q.  Tjiat  was  in  the  last  session? — ^A.  Either  last  session  or  the  ses- 
sion before  that,  I  don't  know  which. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  any  Members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress with  reference  to  legislation  relating  to  submarines? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Have  not  talked  with  any  Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  Not  about 
submarines? 

Q.  What  have  you  talked  with  them  about? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect 
of  speaking  to  a  Congressman,  in  that  way,  except  the  time  that  they 
went  to  see  the  Secretary.  I  was  there,  but  I  did  not  go  in  with  them, 
but  I  walked  up  with  them. 

Q.  Have  you  written  to  any  Congressmen  with  reference  to  legis- 
lation?— ^A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  has  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  so  far  as  you 
know,  taken  any  part  in  securing  the  election  of  any  member  of  "the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  Sixtieth  Congress? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  take  part  in  attempting  to  defeat  any  candidate  for 
Congress? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  attempt  of  that  kind  having  been  made  by 
anybody — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Either  to  elect  a  man  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee or  to  defeat  any  such  member? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  effort  having  been  made  or  attempt  to 
defeat  the  renomination  of  any  prseent  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mission or  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Representative  Lilley,  of  Con- 
necticut?— A.  Well,  I  suppose  about  a  year, 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  nim? — ^A.  I  think  I  first  met  him  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Q.  When? — ^A.  About  a  year  ago,  when  this  legislation  was  on. 
I  called  to  see  him  one  morning  about  it,  and  he  was  just  coming  out, 
and  I  walked  down  the  street  with  him  to  the  Capitol.  He  said  he 
was  coming  down  to  the  Capitol,  and  I  talked  with  him,  in  a  general 
way  about  that  legislation — ^whether  we  would  have  a  chance  to  bid  or 
whether  the  legislation  would  be  apt  to  be  restricted,  and  prohibitory 
from  our  compliance  as  it  has  been. 

Q.  That  was  in  1907?— A.  1906. 
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Q.  Who  introduced  you  to  him?^ — ^A.  I  don't  think  anybody  did. 
Q.  Did  you  just  walk  up,  a  perfect  stranger,  and  address  him? — 
A.  1  may  have  met  him  before  that.     I  stopped  at  the  Cochran,  and 
I  may  have  met  him  before,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Was  he  Uving  at  the  Cochran? — ^A.  No;  he  was  living  at  the 
Willard ;  but  I  had  seen  him  aroimd  the  Cochran, 

Q.  Did  he  not  live  at  the  Cochran  when  he  first  came  here? — 
A  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  But  you  saw  him  aroimd  the  Cochran? — ^A.  I  have  seen  him 
around  the  Cochran, 

Q.  How  did  you  know  it  was  Representative  Lilley? — ^A.  Well, 
when  I  went  to  see  him,  I  supposed  that — general  knowledge. 
Q.  You  supposed  what? — ^A.  I  supposed  I  had  seen  him  oefore. 
Q.  The  first  time  you  went  to  see  him  you  supposed  you  had  seen 
lum  before  ? — ^A.  I  say  when  I  went  to  see  him  on  this  particular  occa- 
sion I  had  seen  him  at  the  Cochran. 
Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  see  him? — ^A.  At  the  Willard. 
Q.  That  was  in  1906  ?— A.  I  think  that  was  probably  1906. 
Q.  You  had  met  him  before  that? — ^A.  No;  I  may  have  met  him 
before,  but  I  called  at  his  room,  and  I  met  him,  as  I  say.     We  walked 
down  the  street,  and  I  asked  him  what  the  probability  was  of  the  sub- 
marine legislation,  whether  there  would  be  any  or  not,  and  he  said  he 
did  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  wait  imtil  after  you  got  on  the  street  before  you  asked 
that  question? — ^A.  Yes,  I  think  that  was  in  the  lobby;  he  was  just 
coming  out,  in  fact  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  called  up  to  the 
room,  and  said  he  would  be  do¥m,  and  I  came  out,  and  he  said  he 
was  coming  down,  and  he  asked  me  to  come  out,  and  I  walked  down 
with  him. 

Q.  You  told  him  who  you  were,  or  he  knew  who  you  were,  one  or 
the  other? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it? — ^A.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know 
much  about  it.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know  much  about  either  one 
of  the  boats.     That  is,  he  did  not  know  anything  about  our  boat. 

Q.  He  had  not  been  down  in  your  boat  at  that  time? — ^A.  He  had 
not  been  down  in  our  boat. 

Q.  When  did  he  go  down  in  it? — A.  He  went  down  in  our  boat 
sometime — well,  it  must  have  been  last  year. 
Q.  19071— A.  1907. 

Q.  How  did  he  happen  to  go  ? — ^A.  By  invitation. 
Q.  Written  or  verbal? — A.  Oh,  I  am  inclined  to  think  I  had  spoken 
to  him  about  it  several  times,  to  go  down.     I  know  I  have  asked 
several  Congressmen  if  thej  aid  not  want  to  go  down  some  time, 
uid  I  do  not  remember  writing  to  him  about  it  now. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  where  you  spoke  to  him  about  it? — A.  No, 
but  he  and  several  others  had  been  talking  about  going  down  in  our 
boat  for  some  time,  and  then  I  said  that  we  were  running  the  boat 
occasionally,  and  then  we  arranged  for  him  to  go  down  at  such  a  time. 
Q.  At  tms  first  time  you  met  him  in  1906,  when  you  talked  to  him 
about  it,  did  you  urge  him  to  oppose  an  appropriation  for  sub- 
mwines? — A.  Ao,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  urge  him  to  favor  an  appropriation? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
only  askecf  him  that  if  there  was  any  legislation  to  come  up  that  it 
be-^hat  we  desired  to  have  it  open  and  free,  so  that  we  could  have  a 
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Q.  Probably  in  January,  1908?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  was  the  contract  granted? — A.  I  could  not  give  the  date, 
but  it  was  some  part  early  in  February,  1908. 

Q.  How  did  you  first  leam  that  it  had  been  awarded  your  com- 
pany?— A.  Well,  I  don't  know  whether — we  received  notice  of  it  or 
received  a  con  tract — ^why.  I  think  Mr.  Simon  Lake  told  me  when  they 
signed  the  contract.  I  tnink  he  told  me  when  he  came  back  afteV 
the  contracts  were  signed.     I  was  not  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  further  to  do  with  the  details  of  the 
contract? — A.  No,  sir;  I  had  notliing  to  do  with  the  details. 

Q.  What  effort  did  you  make,  ir  any,  to  secure  legislation  tliis 
year  favorable  to  submarines? — A.  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  ^ith 
any  legislation  this  year. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Representative  Kahn,  of  California? — A. 
No,  sir;  I  nave  not  seen  Representative  Kahn,  of  California,  since — 
never  but  once,  I  beheve,  and  that  was  when  the  former  Congress  was 
pendijQjg,  when  he  first  put  his  bill  iiu 

Q.  That  was  in  the  last  session? — ^A.  Either  last  session  or  the  ses- 
sion before  that,  I  don't  know  which. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  any  Members  of  the  present  Con- 
fess with  reference  to  legislation  relating  to  submarines?— A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Have  not  talked  with  any  Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  Not  about 
submarines? 

Q.  What  have  you  talked  with  them  about? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect 
of  speaking  to  a  Congressman,  in  that  way,  except  the  time  that  they 
went  to  see  the  Secretary.  I  was  there,  but  I  did  not  go  in  with  them, 
but  I  walked  up  with  tnem. 

Q.  Have  you  written  to  any  Congressmen  with  reference  to  legis- 
lation?—A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  has  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  so  far  as  you 
know,  taken  any  part  in  securing  the  election  of  any  member  of  the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  Sixtieth  Congress?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  take  part  in  attempting  to  defeat  any  candidate  for 
Congress? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  attempt  of  that  kind  having  been  made  by 
anybody — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Either  to  elect  a  man  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee or  to  defeat  any  such  member? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  effort  having  been  made  or  attempt  to 
defeat  the  renomination  of  any  prseent  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mission or  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Representative  Lilley,  of  Con- 
necticut?— ^A.  Well,  I  suppose  about  a  year, 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  nim? — ^A.  I  tnink  I  first  met  him  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Q.  When? — ^A.  About  a  year  ago,  when  this  legislation  was  on. 
I  called  to  see  him  one  morning  about  it,  and  he  was  just  coming  out, 
and  I  walked  down  the  street  with  him  to  the  Capitol.  He  said  he 
was  coming  do¥m  to  the  Capitol,  and  I  talked  with  him,  in  a  general 
way  about  that  legislation — ^whether  we  would  have  a  chance  to  bid  or 
whether  the  legislation  would  be  apt  to  be  restricted,  and  prohibitory 
from  our  compliance  as  it  has  been. 

Q.  That  was  in  1907?— A.  1906. 


HEABINOS  ON  HOUSE  BESOLUTION   288.  1286 

Q.  Who  introduced  you  to  him? — ^A.  I  don't  think  anybody  did. 

Q.  Did  you  just  walk  up,  a  perfect  stranger,  and  address  hun? — 
A.  1  may  have  met  him  before  that.  I  stopped  at  the  Cochran,  and 
I  may  have  met  him  before,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

a,  Was  he  living  at  the  Cochran? — ^A.  No;  he  was  living  at  the 
ard;  but  I  had  seen  him  around  the  Cochran, 
Q.  Did  he  not  hve  at  the  Cochran  when  he  first  came  here? — 
A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  But  you  saw  him  around  the  Cochran? — ^A.  I  have  seen  him 
around  the  Cochran, 

Q.  How  did  you  know  it  was  Representative  Lilley? — ^A,  Well, 
when  I  went  to  see  him,  I  supposed  that — ^general  knowledge. 
Q.  You  supposed  what? — ^A.  I  supj)osed  I  had  seen  him  oefore. 
Q.  The  first  time  you  went  to  see  nim  you  supposed  you  had  seen 
him  before  ? — ^A.  I  say  when  I  went  to  see  nim  on  this  particular  occa- 
sion I  had  seen  him  at  the  Cochran. 
Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  see  him? — ^A.  At  the  Willard. 
Q.  That  was  in  1906  ?— A.  I  think  that  was  probably  1906. 
Q.  You  had  met  him  before  that? — ^A.  No;  I  may  have  met  him 
before,  but  I  called  at  his  room,  and  I  met  him,  as  I  say.     We  walked 
down  the  street,  and  I  asked  him  what  the  probability  was  of  the  sub- 
marine legislation,  whether  there  would  be  any  or  not,  and  he  said  he 
did  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  wait  until  after  you  got  on  the  street  before  you  asked 
that  question? — ^A.  Yes,  I  think  that  was  in  the  lobby;  he  was  just 
coming  out,  in  fact  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  called  up  to  the 
room,  and  said  he  would  be  down,  and  I  came  out,  and  he  said  he 
was  coming  down,  and  he  asked  me  to  come  out,  and  I  walked  down 
with  him. 

Q.  You  told  him  who  you  were,  or  he  knew  who  you  were,  one  or 
the  other?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it? — ^A.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know 
much  about  it.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know  much  about  either  one 
of  the  boats.     That  is,  he  did  not  know  anything  about  our  boat. 

Q.  He  had  not  been  do¥m  in  your  boat  at  that  time? — ^A.  He  had 
not  been  down  in  our  boat. 

Q.  When  did  he  go  down  in  it? — A.  He  went  down  in  our  boat 
sometime — well,  it  must  have  been  last  year. 
Q.  1907?— A.  1907. 

Q.  How  did  he  happen  to  go? — ^A.  By  invitation. 
0.  Written  or  verbal  ? — A.  Oh,  I  am  inclined  to  think  I  had  spoken 
to  him  about  it  several  times,  to  go  down.     I  know  I  have  asked 
several  Congressmen  if  they  aid  not  want  to  go  do¥m  some  time, 
and  I  do  not  remember  writing  to  him  about  it  now. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  where  you  spoke  to  him  about  it? — A.  No, 
but  he  and  several  others  had  been  talking  about  going  down  in  our 
boat  for  some  time,  and  then  I  said  that  we  were  running  the  boat 
occasionally,  and  then  we  arranged  for  him  to  go  down  at  such  a  time. 
Q.  At  tms  first  time  you  met  him  in  1906,  when  you  talked  to  him 
about  it,  did  you  urge  him  to  oppose  an  appropriation  for  sub- 
marines?— A.  AO,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  urge  him  to  favor  an  appropriation? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
only  asked  him  that  if  there  was  any  legislation  to  come  up  that  it 
be-^hat  we  desired  to  have  it  open  and  &ee,  so  that  we  could  have  a 
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chance  to  get  in,  and  it  would  not  be  prohibitory  or  exclusive.  That 
is  the  only  consideration  I  ever  asked  of  any  man  in  Congress. 

a.  How  did  Mr.  Lilley  vote  upon  that  proposition?— A.  That  1 
d  not  say. 

O.  You  never  heard? — A.  I  probably^  did  hear — but  that — I  think 
at  tne  time  that  passed  the  House  it  was  oj>en  legislation  at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  he  voted  on  it? — ^A.  Well,  I  think  that 
that  went  through — ^well,  it  was  pretty  open  legislation. 

Q.  Somebody  must  have  voted  for  it? — ^A.  Well,  they  all  voted  for 
it,  and  I  say  there  was  no  restriction 

Q.  We  are  not  asking  about  legislation,  but  do  you  know  how  Xlr. 
Lilley  voted  on  it  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  Imow  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  how  he  voted  on  it? — ^A.  If  I  did,  I  have 
forcotten. 

^.  Did  you  talk  with  him  about  his  vote? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  meet  Mr.  Lilley  after  that  time  you  walked 
up  the  street  with  him? — ^A.  Probably  the  only  time  I  ever  seen  Mr. 
Lilley  to  talk  with  him  was  when  he  was  down  on  our  boat. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  him  about  legislation  at  that  time? — ^A.  Xo, 
sir. 

Q.  Or  about  the  merits  of  your  boat? — A.  Well,  I  explained  the 
boat,  showed  him  how  she  acted,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing,  and  I 
presume  that  he  took  quite  a  considerable  interest  in  it  in  asking 
questions,  and  I  showed  him. 

Q.  Since  then  he  has  been  rather  friendly  to  your  boat? — A.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  has.  I  got  the  impression  that  he  has  not  been: 
that  he  thought  our  boat  was  all  right  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  whether 
he  has  been  in  favor  of  submarine  boats,  he  has  never  said  so  to  me, 
and  I  never  discussed  the  question  of  submarine  boats  particularly 
with  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  He  helped  get  the  contract  for  your  boat? — ^A.  I  don^t  know 
anything  about  that.  He  went  up  there  to  see  the  Secretary,  but  1 
did  not  go  in  with  them  to  the  Secure tary,  and  what  they  said  to  the 
Secretary  I  know  nothing. 

\^  Q.  He  wrote  and  telegraphed  the  Secretary  about  it  at  your 
request  ? — A.  Yes:  he  asked  the  Secretar}^  to  give  the  thing  consider- 
ation. 

Q.  Then  he  went  up  to  see  him  at  your  request? — ^A.  No — well, 
3''es;  this  last  time  thev  went  up  to  see  him  at  our  request. 

Q.  You  do  not  understand  that  he  opposed  granting  the  contract 
to  vou  ? — A.  I  do  not  understand  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  asked  him  to  go  up  if  you  had  not  expected 
him  to  favor  a  contract? — A.  I  suppose  he  aid,  and  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge but  what  he  did  and  I  have  no  knowledge  what  he  said. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  see  him  ?  You  saw  him  then  the  time  you 
went  down  in  the  boat,  when  did  you  next  see  him  ? — A.  I  think  the 
next  time  was  at  the  Secretary's,  and  the  time  he  went  to  see  the  Sec- 
retary— about  the  1st  of  Januarv,  1908. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  alter  that? — A.  I  don't  think  I  have 
spoken  to  Mr.  Lilley  from  that  time  to  this. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Lilley? — A. 
None  whatever.     Nor  in  regard  to  submarines. 

Q.  You  are  very  positive  you  never  had  any  correspondence  with 
Mr.  liilley  at  all  with  reference  to  submarine  boats? — A.  I  have  no 
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recollection  of  writing  a  word  to  Mr.  Lilley  with  reference  to  submarine 
boats. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  you  did  write  to  Representative  Lilley 
asking  him  to  intercede  in  that  contract? — A.    In  that  contract? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No;  I  do  not  know.  I  think  there  was  a  letter  writ- 
ten to  ilr.  Lilley  in  regard  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy — saying  that 
the  Secretary  ol  the  Navy 

Q.  Who  wrote  that  letter? — A.  I  probably  may  have  signed  that 
letter:  I  donH  know. 

S.  You  think  now  jrou  may  have  signed  a  letter  to  him? — ^A.  I 
erstood  you  to  say  in  regard 

Q.  I  askeS  you  if  you  haa  ever  had  any  correspondence  with  him 
at  all,  and  you  said,  no. — A.  I  have  said  that  he  was  requested  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  regard  to  the  contract. 

Q.  Mr.  XefT  has  testified  that  he  went  up  to  see  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  also  write  him? — A.  I  may  have  sent  to  Mr.  NeflF  a 
letter  of  introduction,  and  yet  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Ditln't  you  write  him  a  letter,  asking  him  to  take  up  the  matter 
witn  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  help  you  get  a  contract? — A.  I 
don't  think  so,  in  regard  to  getting  a  contract. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Lilley  wTote  to  the  Secretary  qf  the  Navy  saying  that 
Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  writes  me,  probably  you  did  write  him?— A.  That 
would  signify  that  I  did;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  you  did? — A.  I  say  I  maj'^  have  written  to  him 
to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  tlid,  didn't  y^ou? — A.  No;  I  don't  know  it. 

Q.  Who  would  know  if  you  wrote  if  you  do  not? — A.  The  only  way 
I  could  find  out  is  to  eo  over  the  files.  I  know  that  Mr.  Neff  went  to 
see  him  in  regard  to  tnat,  but  whether  I  sent  a  letter  to  him  or  not,  I 
Jon't  know. 

Q.  Are  you  quite  as  positive  now  as  you  were  a  moment  ago  that 
you  did  not  wnte  him? — A.  No;  I  am  not  positive  I  did  not,  and  I 
am  not  positive  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  rather  think  you  did,  don't  you? — A.  Well,  it  is  to  be 
inferred:  probably  it  is  a  natural  thing  Ifor  me  to  have  done,  when 
Mr.  Neff  went  up  there,  and  I  think  I  should  have  had  no  hesitation 
in  writing  and  asking  him  as  a  Representative  to  do  it. 

Q.  You  knew  him  well  enough  for  that,  didn't  you? — A.  Knew 
what  ( 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Lilley  well  enough? — A.  I  would  not  know  any 
of  the  Representatives  so  I  would  feel  I  had  a  right  to  ask  them  to 
do  any  anything. 

Q.  I  say  you  knew  him  well  enough  to  write  to  him?— A.  I  did 
know  him  well  enough  to  write^  to  him  because  I  had  seen  him.  He 
has  been  aboard  our  ^at. 

Q.  And  if  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  effect  that 
Tou  had  written  him,  then  you  wrote  him? — A.  I  must  have. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  give  us  a  copy  of  that  letter.  You  keep  a  letter- 
press copy,  don't  you? — A.  I  presume  so,  if  there  was  a  letter  writ- 
ten I  suppose  there  was  a  press  coi)y  of  it,  undoubtedly. 

Q.  ^in  you  look  that  up  and  let  us  have  it? — A.  AH  right. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  aoout  the  effort  made  bv  your  company  to 
dteseminate  information  to  Members  of  Congress  Iby  newspaper  arti- 


1288  HEABINGS   ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288. 

cles  or  magazine  articles  or  postal  cards  or  literature  of  any  kind  I— 
A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  know  very  little. 

Q.  Let  us  have  what  little  you  do  know? — ^A.  I  believe  a  sugges- 
tion has  been — an  effort  has  been  carried  on,  whether  very  system- 
atic or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  it  was  not  under  my  supervision  and  I 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  part  of  the  busmess. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  about  it  with  other  officers  of  the  company?— A. 
I  have  heard  it  talked  about,  yes. 

Q.  You  knew  is  was  going  on  ? — A.  I  knew  it  was  going  on  to  a 
limited  extent.  I  personally — I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
That  has  been  carried  on  I  guess  mostly  from  the  other  side — mostly, 
what  there  has  been  done. 

Q.  Carried  from  the  other  side  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  newspaper  and  magazine  articles  for  effect  or  influence 
carried  on  from  the  other  side  ? — A.  Yes,  there  have  been  clippings 
kept  of  newspapers,  and  we  have  had  clippings,  and  we  have  tnem, 
and  keep  them  there,  and  I  do  not  know  of  sny  concerted  action 
particularly  of  disseminating  them  or  distributing  them  around 
generally,  for  some  time. 

Q.  You  just  had  them  in  the  newspapers,  and  you  did  not  trouble 
to  disseminate  them? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  newspaper  did  you  have  them  pubUshed  in? — A.  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  You  have  the  clippings? — A.  Yes;  we  have  the  clippings  from 
different  newspapers. 

Q.  Where  are  those  clippings? — A.  I  presume  they  are  in  the  office. 

Q.  What  office? — A.  In  the  Washington  office. 

Q.  What  newspapers  have  you  caused  publications  to  be  placed 
in? — A.  We  had  not  caused  any  pubhcations  to  be  placed  in,  with  the 
exception  of  advertising  our  boat  in  the  New  York  Army  and  Navy 
Journal  and  the  Army  and  Navy  Register  and  a  few  such  papers  like 
that;  we  have  advertised  our  boat. 

Q.  The  Scientific  American? — A.  Yes;  I  think  it  was.  I  do  not 
know  whether  we  carried  any  advertisement  in  the  Scientific  American. 
To  my  knowledge  I  do  not  know  that  we  did  carry  it  in  the  Scientific 
Amencan,  an  advertisement. 

Q.  Harper's  Weekly? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  do  not  know  wnether  you  did  carry  it  in  the 
Scientific  American  ? — A.  In  the  Scientific  American — I  do  not  know 
that  we  have  had  any  paid  advertisement  in  the  Scientific  American. 

Q.  You  had  some  there  that  were  prepared. — ^A.  If  we  have  had,  I 
do  not  know  about  it.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  prepared — not 
by  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Skerrett? — A.  Yes;  I  know  Mr.  Skerrett. 

Q.  He  prepared  them  for  you,  didn't  he? — ^A.  There,  I  have  no 
absolute  knowledge  of  this.  I  haven't  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Skerrett's 
actions.  He  has  not  been  connected  with  our  concern  in  the  United 
States  since  I  have  been  connected  with  it,  in  Washington. 

Q.  That  is  for  the  last  two  years? — A.  Something  about  the  last 
two  years. 

Q.  If  he  did  write  some  articles  this  year  in  behalf  of  your  com- 
pany, then  you  do  not  know  about  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  it. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard  his  testimony  before  this  committee? — ^A.  I 
have  not. 
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Q.  And  if  he  did  some  work  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Simon  Lake, 
why,  that  was  after  you  were  out? — A.  That  is  something  that  I 
know  nothing  about. 

Q.  What  about  Mr.  Johnson? — A.»Mr.  Johnson  was  with  us  last 
year,  and  he  wrote  some  articles  that  I  think  he  got  in  the  papers. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  papers? — ^A.  I  think  he  put  an  arti^ 
cle  in  one  of  the  Washington  papers. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  article  and  the  only  paper? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
of  but  one  paper  tnat  he  put  any  articles  in.  That  is,  any  paid 
articles  in.  He  is  a  writer  and  writing  little  story  articles.  If  ne  did, 
I  did  not  know  about  it. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  paid  articles?  Do  you  mean  that  you 
paid  the  paper  to  put  them  in?— A.  As  a  matter  of  advertisement. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  advertisement  in  a  Washington  paper? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  The  article  appeared  in  the  fofm  of  an  editorial,  didn^t  it? — ^A.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  did. 

Q.  You  saw  it? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  seem  to  remember  now  whether 
it  was  or  was  not. 

Q.  It  looked  like  an  editorial,  didn't  it? — ^A.  That  is  probable,  but 
I  do  not  recall  it.     But  I  think  it  was  in  the  Washington  Tost. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  the  Washington  Post  to  put  it  in? — A.  Well,  I 
think,  if  I  remember  rightly — no,  I  think  I  paid  Mr.  Johnson. 
Q.  You  paid  Mr.  Johnson? — ^A.  I  think  1  paid  Mr.  Johnson. 
Q.  You  did  not  pay  the  Post? — ^A.  I  don't  remember,  but  I  hardly 
think  I  did;  yet  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  else  did  Mr.  Johnson  do  for  you  while  employed  by  you  ? — 
A  He  took  photographs  of  our  boat  and  the  performances,  and  one 
thing  and  another,  and  made  himself  generally  familiar  with  it,  to 
talk  the  matter  up  and  explain  the  workings  of  the  boat  to  people.    . 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Johnson  paid  tne  Post? — 
A.  I  did  not  say — I  saia  it  was  probable  that  I  paid  Mr.  Johnson,  and 
that  Mr.  Johnson  paid  the  Post. 
Q.  Howmuchaidyoupay  Mr.  Johnson? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 
Q.  Don't  you  remember  it  at  all.  In  round  numbers,  can  you  give 
us  withm  a  thousand  dollars? — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  it  was  not — it  was  prob- 
ablv  a  hundred  dollars  or  something  like  that,  probably  all  together 
I  don't  think  there  was  ever  more  than  that — a  hundred  or  two 
hundred  dollars,  say. 

Q.  Say  $200  for  the  Post  article? — A.  Any  paper  in  which 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  Washington  Post  article.  Not  about  any 
other  paper.— A.  Well,  I  think  it  is  certainly  not  over  $200. 

Q.  You  paid  Mr.  Johnson  by  the  month  for  his  services? — A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  And  this  payment,  you  say,  was  in  addition  to  his  monthly  sal- 
ary?—A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  other  articles  have  you  had  in  newspapers  that  you  paid 
the  newspaper  for?— A.  I  don't  remember  any  newspaper  that  we 
paid  for  articles  for,  as  I  say,  except  where  we  ran  our  regular  adver- 
tisement of  our  boat,  photographs,  etc. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  pay  the  Army  Journal  ? — A.  We  have  adver- 
tised in  that  for  over  a  year;  possibly  two  years. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  pay  them? — ^A.  I  think  probably  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $500  or  $600  a  year  each. 
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Q.  The  articles  there  did  not  look  like  advertisements. — ^A-  We 
run  an  advertisement  in  them ;  that  is  what  we  paid  for. 

Q.  Did  the  same  thing  appear  in  each  future  issue  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  did  you  change  it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  the  same  thing  appeared 
the  whole  year. 

Q.  What  other  publications  did  you  pay  to  have  matter  inserted? — 
A.  Well,  I  think  there  was  a  paper  here,  this  is  the  Army  and  Navy 
Engineering  Journal,  or  sometning  like,  published  by  the  Xavy 
Department  here. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  pay  that? — A.  We  had  a  yearly  adver- 
tisement in  there. 

Q.  Not  a  series  of  articles,  but  just  the  same  thing? — A.  Just  the 
same  thing;  just  a  standard  advertisement. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  that? — A.  I  don't  remember,  but 
that  is  a  monthly  paper. .  I  think  perhaps  about  a  hundred  dollars 
a  year  for  a  standard  advertisement. 

Q.  What  else  did  Mr.  Johnson  do  for  vou  for  the  SI 50  a  month 
that  you  paid  him? — ^A.  Well,  he  didn't  do  anything  except  to  wait 
for  an  opportunity  to  do  something,  that  is  about  all,  I  guess,  and  he 
got  so  SICK  and  tired  of  it,  *'Here,  you  have  got  nothing  for  me  to  do. 
and  I  am  going  to  quit.'' 

Q.  Woiild  you  like  to  take  on  some  more  employees? — A..  No. 

Q.  Wliat  other  papers  did  you  have  articles  in? — ^A.  I  don't 
remember. 

Q.  At  any  time? — A.  I  don't  remember  any  other  article  or  any 
other  paper,  if  there  was  anything  paid  the  Scientific,  of  my  own 
knowledge.  I  don't  recollect' having  any  advertisement  in  the  Scien- 
tific American. 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  you  paid  the  Scientific  American? — A.  I 
didn't  hear  we  paid  them  anything. 

Q.  How  many  extra  copies  of  the  paper  did  you  hear  you  had 
Thought? — A.  I  clidn't  hear  we  had  bought  any. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  copies  had  been  sent  to  Members  of  Con- 
gress?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  how  many  extra  copies  of  Harper's  Weekly  the 
company  got? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  copies  had  been  sent  gratis  to  Members  of 
Congress?— A.  No. 

Q.  Wliat  was  the  date  of  this  article  in  the  Washington  Post? — 
A.  That  was  over  a  year  ago. 

Q.  How  much  over  a  year  ago  ? — A.  Possibly  two  years  ago. 

Q.  Tliose  are  all  the  new9])aper  articles  you  think  of? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  this  side? — A.  The  other  side  I  know  nothing  about. 

Q.  You  did  not  manage  the  other  side? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Skerrett? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  your  companv  or  some  of  its  interests 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water? — ^A.  Yes;  I  believe  he  was. 

Q.  He  has  testified  that  he  received  documents  or  copies  of  docu- 
ments and  information  from  the  Navy  Department.  What  do  you 
know  about  that? — A.  Absolutely  nothing. 

Q.  Did  you  send  them  to  him? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  ? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  it? — A.  I  heard  that  he  had  received  some, 
and  I  saw,  after  the  publication,  where  he  had  published  an  article, 
but  I  had  no  knowledge  of  it  until  I  saw  it  in  the  paper. 
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Q.  You  did  not  even  suspect  that  he  had  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  you  saw  that  ? — A.  I  was  here  in  Wash-^ 
ington  when  I  heard  of  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  he  was  getting  information  from  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  I  did  not.  In  fact,  Mr.  Skerrett  was  here  before 
I  came,  and  he  left  before  I  came,  and  I  knew  absolutely  and  really 
nothing  he  did  while  he  was  here,  or  since  he  has  been  in  the  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Grant  Hugh  Brown,  or  Hugh  Grant  Brown, 
or  whatever  his  name  may  be  ? — A.  No,  sir.     Where  from  ? 

Q.  From  anywhere? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  Hugh  Grant  Brown. 

Q.  New  York,  they  say  he  is  from. — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  by  the  name  of  Brown? — A.  I  know  the 
Brown  associated  with  Mr.  Thurston. 

Q.  You  mean  Mr.  Thurston's  partner? — ^A.  Yes;  that  is  the  only 
Brown  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Brown? — ^A.  Well,  no;  I  know 
Browns,  but  I  don't  know  anv  Grant  Hugh  Brown. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Hugh  Grant  Brown? — A.   No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  Brown  that  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  at  any  time? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  Either  in  this  country  or  abroad? — ^A.  I  never  heard  of  him 
even  abroad,  although  I  would  not  be  apt  to  know. 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  hear  of  a  Mr.  Flint?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Charles  R.  FUnt?— A.  Charles  R.  Flint;  yes,  I  knew  Charles  R. 
Flint. 

Q.  Where  does  he  Uve  ? — A.  I  think  he  lives  in  New  York. 

Q.  When  did  you  last  see  him  ? — A.  I  saw  him  on  my  return,  since 
I  came  down;  I  saw  him  yesterday. 

Q,  You  saw  him  yesterday.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with 
him^A.  Nothing  particularly.  I  just  stepped  in.  He  is  the  first 
man  I  seen  there. 

Q.  Where  ?— A.  New  York.  I  just  stepped  in  his  office  yesterday. 
He  has  been  our  agent,  practically  abroad;  nandling  our  goods  abroad 
and  selling  our  goods  aoroad. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  call  on  him  yesterday? — ^A.  Simply 
because  I  generally  do  when  I  go  past 

0.  Did  you  call  there  when  you  were  in  New  York  on  the  17  th  or 
IStR  of  March?— A.  I  think  I  had  him  on  the  phone — I  don't  think  I 
seen  him  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  talk  did  you  have  with  him  on  the  phone  on  that  occasion 
in  regard A.  I  don't  remember.     I  didn't  mention  it. 

Q.  Don't  break  in  before  I  get  my  question  out.  You  did  not 
have  any  conversation? — A.  I  called — 1  am  not  positive — I  called 
him  over  the  phone  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  now? — A.  No;  I  mav  have  done  that, 

Q.  Mav  he  have  called  you? — ^A.  No;  he  would  not  have  known  I 
was  in  New  York  unless  I  phoned  him. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  have  you  refresh  your  recollection  a  little  and 
sav  whether  you  did  have  a  conversation  with  him  over  the  telephone 
w&leyou  were  in  New  York  on  the  16th  or  17  th  of  March  this  year. — 
A.  Xo;  I  don't  think  I  did. 
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Q.  What  made  you  think  a  few  moments  ago  that  you  did  I— A.  I 
say  I  usually  called  him  up,  and  I  may  have  called  him  up  to  get  him, 
on  the  phone,  but  I  don't  remember- doing  it  at  that  time. 

Q.  When  had  you  seen  him  last  previous  to  the  17th  of  March! — 
A.  That  I  couldn't  say.     That  is  quite  awhile. 

Q.  How  long — three  days? — ^A.  Four  months,  two  months.  I 
think  I  saw  him  about  the  time  I  went  to  New  York  to  meet  my  son, 
some  time  in  February. 

Q.  Tliis  year? — A.  les;  when  my  son  came  over.  I  think  I  just 
dropped  in  and  told  him  my  son  was  on  the  way,  or  that  he  was  com- 
ing aoout  that  time. 

Q.  Now,  you  dropped  in  to  see  him  yesterday  when  you  arrived 
in  New  York? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  to  his  office  before  you  went  to  the  hotel. — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  Didn't  you? — A.  No;  I  went  to  his  office  from  the  hotel  yester- 
day. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  in  New  York  before  you  reached  his 
office? — ^A.  I  was  in  New  York  Tuesday  afternoon.  I  just  saw  him 
yesterday,  about  12  o'clock^  I  think. 

Q.  Had  you  in  the  meantime  talked  with  him  over  the  telephone  ^- 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  you  over  the  telephone ?-^A.  No,  sir;  I  just 
called  up  the  phone  to  mow  whether  he  was  in. 

Q.  Then  you  did  talk  with  him?— A.  I  just  asked  him  only  if  he 
was  in. 

Q.  Butyoudidcallhimupover  the  telephone?  When  was  that?— 
A.  Yesterday  about  a  half  an  hour  before  I  got  to  his  office,  from  the 
<jrand  Central  Depot. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  said  when  you  got  to  his  office? — A.  I  just 
^asked  him  if  there  was  anvthing  domg,  and  he  said  no.  I  asked  him 
what  was — I  asked  him  what  was  going  on,  and  he  made  this  remark. 
I  said,  ^^I  have  been  told  that  Rice  said  that  you  had  made  an  offer 
from  the  Lake  Company 

Q.  You  told  him  that? — A.  I  told  him  that  I  had  heard  that. 

Q.  Where  had  you  heard  that? — A.  I  don't  know  that.  I  think 
probably  Mr.  Adams  told  me  that. 

Q.  When  had  you  seen  Mr.  Adams? — ^A.  It  may  be  that  I  seen 
that,  it  seems,  in  one  of  the  New  York  papers  that  I  had  in  New 
Orleans. 

Q.  You  do  remember  something  you  saw? — ^A.  I  don't  remember 
that  I  did  see  that  exactly  at  New  Orleans,  but  I  knew  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Rice  had  been  and  said  that,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Flint  about  that, 
and  he  said  that  he  believed  that  Mr.  Rice  had  nlade  such  a  request 
as  that. 

Q.  What  is  that? — A.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  been  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  said  No. 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  wanted  to  come  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  He  didn't  express  any  desire  to  come? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  urge  him  to  come? — A.  I  did  not;  no. 

Q.  Well,  he  will  come. — A.  I  donH  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Now,  what  further  occured  ? — A.  Nothing.  Just  merely  paissed 
the  time  of  day. 

Q.  What  time  did  he  say  it  was? — A.  About  midday. 
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Q.  That  is  all  the  conversation  you  had  with  him? — ^A.'  Yes;  I 
talked  with  him  about  afiFairs  on  the  other  side  a  little. 

(J.  The  first  question  vou  asked  him  was  if  there  was  anything 
doing;  or  what  was  doing? — ^A.  I  asked  him  if 

Q.  That  is  what  you  said? — A.  Yes;  well,  I  asked  him  if  he  had 
been — if  he  knew  how  things  were  going  on  down  here;  how  things 
were  coming. 

Q.  Down  where? — ^A.  Down  in  the  investigation.  I  told  him  I 
seen  where  Rice  had  said  that  he  had  made  some  proposition  to  him. 

(J.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  asked  him  if  there  was  anything 
doing? — ^A.  Wefl,  I  probablv  didn't  put  it  in  that  shape.  I  asked 
idm  if  he  had  been  called,  I  think,  before  the  committee ;  that  is  about 
^'hat  I  asked  him. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  way  you  ask  a  man  if  there  is  anything  doing. 
Tour  language  was  you  asked  him  if  there  was  anything  doing. 
TVliat  did  he  understand  from  that? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  reply  did  he  make? — A.  It  is  a  common  expression. 

Q.  What  reply  did  he  make? — A.  He  just  said  he  didn't  know 
only  by  what  he  had  seen  in  the  papers.  He  hadn't  been  called  and 
he  didn't  know  whether  he  would  oe  called  or  not. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  about  his  interview  with  anybody? — ^A.  No,  no. 

(J.  You  didn't  ask  him  about  that? — A.  No,  I  didn't  know  any- 
thing about  it.  I  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  it.  In  fact  it  had  not 
come  to  me;  it  was  out  of  my  jurisdiction.  He  nor  anybody  else 
would  have  ever  said  anything  to  me  about  such  a  proposition  as  that, 
because  I  would  not  have  the  authority  to  consummate  that  if  it  was. 

Q.  What  in  the  world  did  you  talk  with  him  about  at  all? — ^A.  I 
stopped  there:  he  is  representing  our  people  on  the  other  side,  and  I 
asked  him  how  they  were  getting  along  over  there,  and  he  said  things 
were  coming  on  quite  fairly;  that  was  our  general  conversation — 
about  our  business  over  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  Didn't  he  have  authority  to  sell  your  company  out? — A.  Not  to 
my  knowledge,  no. 

Q.  Didn't  you  ever  say  that  he  had? — ^A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  him  about  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.'  Did  you  ever  write  to  him  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  heard  of  it  in  anyway,  shape,  or  manner  until  you  learned 
it  in  the  new^spaper  down  in  New  Orleans? — A.  I  don't  know  that 
I  saw  about  that  particularlv,  but  I  never  heard  at  all  of  it,  and  no 
knowledge  of  it,  no  knowledge  whatever.  It  has  not  been  brought 
before  me  personally  or  before  our  directors. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  what  I  am  talking  about  if  you  did  not  see 
that  in  the  paper? — ^A.  I  say  I  saw  that  somewhere  in  the  papers, 
that  Mr.  Rice  said  he  had  been  offered  this  proposition. 

Q.  Where  could  you  have  seen  it  if  it  was  not  in  New  Orleans  ? — 
A.  It  may  have  been  in  a  New  Orleans  paper  or  a 

Q.  Or  a  Habana  paper,  did  you  say? — A.  No;  I  don't  think  I  did 
say  that. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  see  it,  and  never  heard  it  before,  why  didn't 
Vou  adk*Mr.  Flint  something  about  it? — A.  Well,  I  did  ask  him  in 
a  general  wav. 

Q.  Asked  nim  in  a  general  way  ? — A.  I  asked  him  about  that,  and 
he  said  that  he  guessed  that  was  on  the  other  side,  or  something  to 
that  effect. 
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3.  On  the  other  side? — ^A.  Yes;  that  the  proposition  came — ^he 
he  had  never  made  a  proposition  to  buy  them  out,  had  no 
authority  to  make  it. 

Q.  He  had  made  propositions  before,  hadn't  he,  during  the  last 
year  or  two  ? — ^A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  knew  of  some  talk  between  Mr.  Flint  and  the  oflScers  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  didn't  you? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  it? — A.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  heard  of  it? — A.  No;  not  for  selling  out. 

Q.  Well,  for  misrging? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Getting  together? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Stopping  competition  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  what  was  the  negotiation  about? — ^A.  In  what  respect? 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  find  out. — ^A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q,  You  know  Mr.  Flint  did  have  some  conversation  with  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  people? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  it? — ^A.  I  saw  in  a  newspaper  where  he  said 
he  did. 

Q.  Didn't  you  ever  hear  of  it  before  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Berg  having  any  talk  about  it? — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  Mr.  Brown? — A.  I  don't  know  Mr.  Brown. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Brown  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company? — ^A.  I  know  he  never  was;  that  is,  to  my  knowl- 
edge. He  never  received  any  pay  through  the  regular  channel.  If 
he  has  he  must  be  an  employee  of  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  because  he  is  not 
in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  And  you  know  all  about  the  payments  that  are  made  tlurough 
the  regular  channel,  do  you? — ^A.  ao;  not  altogether,  except  what 
goes  through  our  regular  pay  roll  in  the  office. 

Q.  Does  the  company  have  some  expenses  that  do  not  go  through 
the  regular  pay  roll? — ^A.  Well,  no;  that  is — no,  no. 

Q.  What  are  the  irregular  channels? — ^A.  There  is  no  irregular 
channels. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  regular  channels? — ^A.  I  say  I  don't 
know,  unless  he  has  been  employed — but  he  has  not  been.  I  know 
everybody  in  the  employ  of  our  company. 

Q.  You  have  control  of  the  books  that  have  the  payments  made 
through  regular  channels? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   vVhere  are  those  books? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  have  charge  of  them  and  you  don't  know  where  they  are  ?— 
A.  I  understand  that  the  books  have  been  presented  here. 

Q.  Not  yet  they  haven't. — A.  Well,  I  understand  they  are  ready 
to  be. 

Q.  Where  do  you  understand  they  are? — A.  I  understood  they 
were  to  be  presented  here. 

Q.  In  whose  custody  are  they? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  They  are  in  your  charge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  they  were. — A.  I  said  they  had  been,  but  I  don't 
know  now;  they  are  not  now. 

Q.  When  did  they  leave  your  charge  ? — A.  When  Mr.  Simon  Lake 
come  over  here  and  I  was  retired,  or  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  business  when  Mr.  Simon  Lake  is  here. 
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Q.  And  you  turned  them  over  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  didn't  you?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  turn  them  over  to  Mr.  Clement  Adams? — A.  No, 
sir.  Mr.  Simon  Lake  may  have  turned  them  over  to  Mr.  Clement 
Adams,  but  I  don't  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  say  positively  that  Mr.  Brown  was  never  employed  by  the 
Lake  Torpedo  ^Boat  Company  or  Lake  Submarine  Company  or  your- 
self or  Mr.  Simon  Lake  for  any  purpose  whatever? — ^A.  I  can  say 
that  I  never  knew  such  a  Brown  to  be  employed  by  either  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  myself,  or  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  What  kind  or  a  Brown  do  you  know?— A.  I  don't  know  any 
Browns. 

Q.  What  Brown  did  you  ever  hear  of  being  employed  by  them? — 
A.  1  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  Brown  it  was? — ^A.  I  don't  know  if 
there  was  ever  any  Brown  ever  connected  with  our  company. 

Q.  Did  any  Brown  ever  have  anything  to  do  in  any  negotiation 
for  your  company? — ^A.  Not  for  me. 

Q.  Or  connected  as  a  commission  agent  for  the  company? — A. 
Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Or  transact  any  business  whatever  in  which  your  company  was 
concerned? — ^A.  Never  to  my  knoweldge. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  did? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  read  that  he  did? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  read  that  in  the  paper? — ^A.  Except  in  this 
regard:  That  Mr.  Rice  says  that  a  certain  Brown  did;  I  saw  that,  but 
I  don't  know  that. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  a  little  more  particularly  and  specifically 
the  date  of  that  article  in  the  Washmgton  Post  to  which  you 
referred? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  the  year? — ^A.  I  should  say  it  was  about  two 
years  ago,  about. 

Q.  About  two  years  ago  at  the  present  time? — ^A.  Well,  possibly 
in  March  two  years  ago  at  the  present  time;  say  March  or  February. 

Q.  The  pavments  to  which  you  refer,  that  went  through  the  regular 
channels,  did  it? — ^A.  I  suppose  it  did;  yes. 

Q.  You  just  said  you  paid  it  and  you  just  said  you  had  control 
of  the  payment  through  the  re^ar  channels. — ^A.  x  es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  it  througn  any  irregular  channel? — ^A.  Only 
through  advertismg. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

fou  said  that  you  were  at  the  trials  at  Newport  a  year  ago? — 
),  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  return  to  Washington  from  Newport? — ^A.  I  think 
I  did, 

Q.  When  was  that? — ^A.  Well,  that  was  at  the  closing  of  the 
trials.  I  may  have  stopped  at  Bridgeport  for  a  day  or  two,  but  I 
think  I  came  to  Washington. 

Q.  What  month  was  it  that  you  returned  to  Washington? — ^A. 
That  inight  have  been  in — along  the  1st  of  May. 

Q.  The  Ist  of  May?— A.  Tte  1st  of  May.  The  trials  were  m 
Apnl— no,  the  30th  of  April — ^it  might  have  been  in  June. 

Q.  And  about  what  time  was  it  that  you  received  information  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  he  would  refer  this  mai^ter  to  the 
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Attorney-General  ? — A.  That  must  have  been  the  latter  part  of  June 
or  July. 

Q.  Was  it  in  June  or  July,  do  you  recollect? — A.  That  was  the 
day  before  he  went  to  Los  Angeles  or  West  on  his  summer  vacation. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  exactly  the  time? — ^A.  I  could  not  give  the 
date.     I  think  I  could  find  that  date. 

Q.  And  you  stayed  in  Washington  from  the  time  that  you  came 
after  the  trials  until  that  time? — ^A.  Well,  probably. 

Q.  Did  you  concern  yourself  with  the  business  of  the  company  dur- 
ing that  time? — ^A.   Yes;  what  business  there  was  to  attend  to. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  Navy  Department  for  the  company  during 
that  time  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  at  that  time  or  not. 
We  were  at  the  Navy  Department,  maybe,  to  see  a  trial  in  their 
model  tank  of  a  model  of  the  boat.  In  fact,  we  have  had  two  or 
three  made  at  different  times,  but  I  never  went  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment except  once,  and  I  went  once  to  see  one  of  those  trials.  I 
don't  know  whether  it  was'  at  that  time  or  before.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  it  might  have  been  at  that  time. 

Q.  So  you  did  not  go  yourself  to  the  Navy  Department  very 
much? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.   Have  you  ever  been  to  the  White  House  ? — A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  there  at  all? — ^A.  No,  sir;  that  is,  I  have 
been  at  the  White  House — I  was  at  the  President's  reception. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  in  June  ? — ^A.   No. 

Q.  Do  you. remember  about  that? — ^A.  I  remember  that  I  never 
was  in  the  White  House  except  at  night,  and  at  one  of  the  President's 
receptions. 

Q.  And  you  remember  that  you  did  not  go  there  that  June  ?— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  by  the  White  House  you  mean  to  include  that  wing  next 
to  the  War  Department? — ^A.  les,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  have  not  visited  any  officials  there  and  did  not  visit 
any  of  the  officials  there  in  June  concerning  these  naval  matters  ?— A. 
With  the  exceptions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  when  the  Sec- 
retary gave  us  authority  to  see  the  reports  of  the  board,  then  I  went 
doA^Ti  and  read  that  report  over  in  the  hands  of  the  Judge- Advocate— 
that  is,  he  read  it  to  us,  that  was  all — we  were  not  given  any  copy  of 
it,  and  we  simply  heard  it  read  over  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretar}' 
of  the  Navy, 

Q.  And  you  found  that  report  in  the  office  of  the  Judge-Advocatc- 
(jeneral  of  the  Navy? — A.  Well,  he  sent  and  got  it  and  brought  it 
there  and  read  it  to  us,  the  part  concerning  the  Lake  boat  onl}^,  but  not 
concerning  the  other  boat. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  know  how  you  stood  in  comparison  with  the 
other? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  the  recommendation  of  the  board  as 
to  the  purchase  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  boats? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  know  at  that  time  that  the  board  had  not  rec- 
ommended the  purchase  of  any  of  your  boats? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  find  that  out  ? — A.  The  Secretary  of  the  ^hxy  told 
me  that  at  the  hearing  before  he  went  West,  when  he  told  me  the 
award  was  ready  to  be  made. 

Q.  How  long  after  this  reading  in  the  office  of  the  Judge-Advocate- 
General  did  you  interview  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — ^A.  That  I 
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could  not  say;  but  there  was  not  a  very  long  interval  of  time;  I  don't 
think;  before  they  were  ready  to  give  their  opinion  or  decision,  when 
I  was  admitted  to  the  Secretary. 

Q.  After  you  read  that  report  in  the  office  of  the  Judge- Advocate- 
General,  and  before  you  talked  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  did 
you  cominimicate  your  information  to  the  officers  of  the  company  in 
Connecticut? — ^A.  I  think  1  wrote  a  kind  of  general  r6sum6  of  the 
report  with  regard  to  our  part  'i 

Q.  Who  did  you  send  that  to? — A.  I  jjresume  I  sent  it  abroad;  I 
sent  it  to  my  son  who  was  abroad.  I  told  him  the  report  of  the  board — 
it  just  simply  was  a  memorandum  of  what  the  report  said  concerning 
our  boat. 

Q.  Where  was  your  son  at  that  time? — A.  He  was  probably  in  Eng- 
land or  Russia,  I  don't  remember  which. 

Q.  What  report  did  you  send  to  Bridgeport? — A.  I  did  not  send 
any  to  Bridgeport. 

Q.  I>idn't  you  communicate  with  Captain  Wallace  about  that? — 
A.  Well,  he  wtis  a  director,  and  I  probably  sent  the  same  thing  to  the 
directors  ? 

Q.  To  Captain  Wallace  at  Bridgeport?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  Captain  Wallace  to  assist  you  in  bringing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  this  matter? — A.  No,  sir.  Not  to 
my  knowledge.     No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  reply  did  you  get  from  Captain  Wallace? — A.  I  don't 
remember  of  any. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any? — A.  I  don't  remember  I  did.  It  would  not 
call  for  one  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  Captain  Wallace  after  that  ? — A.  I  usually  go 
to  Bridgeport — 1  used  to  go  there  once  or  twice  a  week  and  sometimes 
I  would  see  him  and  sometimes  I  would  not. 

Q.  Did  vou  discuss  with  him  the  report  that  vou  sent  to  him? — 
A  I  don^t'^think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  he  indicate  to  you  that  he  had  received  it? — A.  I  don't 
remember  that. 

Q.  So  you  don't  know  whether  he  received  it  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  on  file  in  your  office  at  Bridge- 
port ? — A.  I  doubt  it  being  on  file  in  the  office  at  Bridfjeport. 

Q.  It  was  an  official  paper  from  you  ? — A.  It  was  simply  a  memo- 
randum. It  was  not  correct.  I  had  to  write  it  after  we  had  left  the 
ofi&ce,  because  I  was  not  allowed  to  take  any  notes  from  it.  The 
Secretary  said  we  were  not  to  take  any  notes  from  it.  We  were 
simply  to  be  allowed  to  see  it,  and  after  I  went  home  I  wrote  down 
and  said  I  have  seen  this  report  which  says  so  and  so,  and  about  so 
and  so,  but  there  is  nothing  definite  about  it  in  any  way,  shape,  or 
fashion,  and  I  did  not  take  a  definite  paper  of  it.  It  was  simply  for 
the  general  information. 

Q.  And  vou  sent  it  to  your  son  in  England  ? — A.  I  sent  probably 
the  same  thing  to  my  son  in  England. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Captain  Wallace  or  any  of  your  Connec- 
ticut directors  or  friends  took  any  means  to  interest  themselves  con- 
cerning this  report  after  you  sent  it  to  them,  to  bring  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  time  that  you  communicated  with  any  mem- 
bers of  the  Connecticut  delegation  after  that? — ^A.  After  the  report  of 
the  Attorney-General. 
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Q.  As  I  understand  you  did  not  communicate  with  any  of  them 
before  the  matter  was  sent  to  the  Attorney-General  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  after  that? — A.  I  think  I  communicated  with 
them  in  regard  to  it  and  probably  sent  them  a  copy  of  the  Attomey- 
General's  opinion.     I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  vou  sent  them  copies  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  was  the  report  of  the  Attorney-General  delivered  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nayy;  do  you  remember  f— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  When  did  you  learn  or  it? — A.  That  I  do  not  know.  But  I  am 
inclmed  to  think  got  it  the  next  day. 

Q.  You  were  here  in  Washington  at  the  time? — A.  I  was  here  in 
Washii^ton  at  the  time, but  I  didn't  get  it;  lam  inclined  to  think  that 
Mr.  Nen  got  it  when  it  was  published.     I  saw  a  publication  of  it. 

Q.  Then  you  informed  yourself  of  its  contents?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  communicate  with  any  of  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress from  Connecticut  concerning  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  com- 
municated with  them  particularly  concerning  it. 

Q.  What  month  last  year  was  it  that  you  learned  about  that  report 
of  the  Attorney-General? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  probably  about  the 
middle  of  July. 

Q.  When  after  that  did  you  communicate  with  any  of  the  Members 
of  Congress  from  Connecticut  ? — ^A.  At  the  time  when  I  found  that  the 
Attomey-Greneral  had  given  his  decision,  and  then  I  asked  them  to  see 
the  Attorney-General  or  asked  them  to  correspond  with,  I  think,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  ask  them? — A.  Welh  I  say  I  don't  know 
whether  we  wrote  the  letter  to  them  all  or  not.  I  thinK  Mr.  Neff  went 
up  and  seen  most  of  them. 

Q.  You  think  Mr.  Neff  went  to  Connecticut  and  saw  them? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  them  personally? — A.  I  think  not;  no. 

Q.  Did  you  write  any  letters  to  any  of  them  personally? — ^A.  Not 
possibly  any  more  than  a  letter  of  introduction.  I  don't  remember 
whether  I  md  that  or  not. 

Q.  You  knew  all  of  them  personally? — ^A.  No;  not  personally. 
That  is,  I  beheve  I  had  met  them  all  at  times,  and  knew  who  they 
were,  but  I  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  invite  them  over  to  go  down  in  your  boat  last  sum- 
mer?— A.  Not  specifically;  no. 

Q.  Did  you  in  any  way  invite  them  to  examine  your  boat? — ^A. 
Casually,  as  the  case  may  be,  t  have  asked  them  and  a  great  many 
people  to  go  down  and  see  our  boat. 

Q.  Theboat  was  at  Bridgeport? — A.  Mostly  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  take  the  Members  down  m  your  boat? — 
A.  That  was  some  time  during  the  summer,  last  summer. 

Q.  What  month  ?  After  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  was 
rendered? — A.  No,  sir;  it  was  before  that. 

Q.  Then  it  was  early  in  July? — ^A.  Probably  it  was.  I  don't  know. 
It  may  have  been  earlier  in  tne  year.  It  may  have  been  very  near— 
I  should  say  a  year  ago  since  Mr.  Lilley  went  down  in  the  boat — in 
January. 

Q.  Tnat  was  before  the  trial  at  Newport  that  he  went  down? — A. 
Oh,  yes. 

Q.  You  are  auite  positive  about  that? — A.  Oh,  yes;  I  am  quite 
positive  about  tnat. 
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Q.  Don't  you  remember  that  Mr.  Lilley  made  a  long  trip  to  Hawaii 
that  took  him  away  nearly  to  the  1st  of  tfuly  ? — ^A,  He  tooK  that  after 
he  was  down  on  our  boat,  I  understand. 

Q.  What  other  Members  of  Confess  other  than  from  Connecticut 
went  down  in  your  boat? — A.  I  think  the  only  Member  of  Congress 
that  I  recollect  now  that  ever  was  down  in  our  boat  was  Mr.  Bates, 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  When  did  he  go  down  in  your  boat? — A.  At  the  same  time  that 
Mr.  Lilley  did. 

Q.  And  that  was  early  in  the  spring? — ^A.  In  the  winter  some  time. 

Q.  Did  vou  invite  any  other  Members  of  Congress  to  go  down  in 
your  boat  ^— A.  Yes,  I  did, 

Q.  Who  ? — ^A.  I  think  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  House 
Xaval  Committee  and  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Naval  Committee 
and  told  them  that  we  would  be  pleased  if  anybody  wanted  to  see  our 
boat  to  have  them  come  down.  I  am  quite  positive  I  did  that,  but  I 
don't  remember  when. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  when? — ^A  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  copies  of  those  letters?— A.  I  presume  I  have, 
but  I  don't  know  that  I  have. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  you  wrote  those  letters? — A.  Probably 
in  Washington. 

Q.  Were  they  in  Washington  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  think  Congress 
was  in  session.  A  great  many  of  them  expressed  a  desire  to  see  our 
boat  personally,  and  I  made  that  request  or  offer  for  anybody  to  come 
down  and  see  it. 

Q.  How  many  other  letters  did  you  write  or  invitations  to  see  your 
boat? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  specially. 

Q.  Did  you  write  any  other  members  of  the  Senate  Naval  Com- 
mittee or  House  Naval  Committee? — ^A.  Not  personally  that  I 
remember. 

Q.  Did  vou  write  or  communicate  with  any  other  Members  from 
anv  other  §tate  except  Connecticut? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  not  invite  anv  of  the  New  England  or  New  York  Members? — 
A.  Xo,  not  particularly,  except  in  this  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 
House  and  Senate  conmiittees;  that  is  the  only  one  I  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  any  of  these  Members  that  you  wrote  to  to  help 
you  to  the  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — ^A.  Never. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  any  of  them  about  this  contract  before  the 
Xavy  Department? — A.  No.  sir;  except  when  the  delegates  were 
together  there,  that  is  the  only. thing  that  was  talked. 

Q.  Connecticut  delegation?— A.  Connecticut  delegation. 

Q.  You  are  acquainted  with  (juite  a  number  of  Members  of  Con- 
gress, are  you  not? — A.  Well,  slightly,  but  not  verv  many. 

Q.  You  met  them  since  you  have  been  here? — A.  Occasionally. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  any  of  them  concerning  your  boats?— A, 
Xo,  not  specifically;  except  in  the  evening  sometimes.  I  have  never 
taken  the  position  of  going  and  soliciting  to  Congressmen  or  anybody, 

Q.  Would  you  talk  to  them  as  you  happened  to  meet  them? — ^A. 
Generally  they  would  speak  to  me  about  it,  and  I  would  tell  them. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  any  of  them  during  the  fall  or  early  fall  months 
and  talk  to  them  about  your  boats? — A.  Before  Congress? 

Q.  Yes,  about  the  time  Congress  convened? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  talk  with  them  about  the  condition  of  your  affairs 
before  the  Naval  Committee? — ^A.  No;  not  to  my  knowledge  now. 
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(J.  Now,  during  the  fall  months,  after  you  were  informed  about  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  what  members  of  the  Connecticut 
delegation  did  you  see  or  talk  to  personally  about  it? — A.  I  never 
saw  any  of  them,  I  think,  until  Congress  assembled,  and  that  was  at 
the  time  that  they  were  all  together  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Lilley, 
and  I  never  talked  to  them,  never. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  meeting  of  that  kind? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Only  one  at  the  New  Willard  on  Sunday? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  J  while  you  were  in  charge  of  the  office  here — did  you  get 
any  information  from  the  Navy  Department  regularly  or  irregulany, 
concerning  tests  or  trials  of  boats  by  them? — A.  What  tests  or  trials? 

Q.  Whatever  trials  were  -had — whatever  information  the  Navy 
Department  had  concerning  tests  or  trials  or  whatever  boats — did  you 
get  information  from  the  Department? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  any  such  information  on  file  at  your  office? — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  information  your  company  got  is  at  some 
other  office? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  any  information  about  trials 
that  has  been  had  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Does  your  company  get  its  mail  or  information  from  the  Navy 
Department  at  its  Washi^ton  office  or  its  Bridgeport  office? — A. 
Well,  I  think  generally  now  it  has  been  the  Washington  office. 

Q.  How  has  it  been  the  last  year  or  so,  while  you  nave  been  con- 
nected with  it? — A.  I  think  the  mail  goes  to  the  Washington  office 
from  the  Secretary's  office,  I  think. 

Q.  So  that  it  would  be  an  unusual  thing  to  have  mail  go  to  the 
Bridgeport  office  ? — A.  That  is,  I  think  the  correspondence  with  regard 
to  the  tests  of  those  models  which  we  have  made  has  all  been  n-om 
the  Bridgeport  office,  because  that  is  the  technical  end;  the  corre- 
spondence m  regard  to  that  has  gone  to  the  Bridgeport  office. 

Q.  The  technical  work  to  the  Bridgeport  office  and  the  business 
end  would  come  to  this  office? — A.  It  nas  been,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  Has  Mr.  Howard  any  questions  to  ask  this  wit^ 
ness? 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q,  Mr.  Lake,  are  you  an  inventor? — A.  Well,  I  have  been  some- 
what of  an  inventor  in  times  back. 

Q.  Of  what? — ^A.  Well,  window-shade  fixtures,  and  mechanical 
appUances  like  that. 

Q.  Patented  ?^ — A.  I  have  taken  out  a  few  patents,  yes. 

Q.  What  for? — A.  Window-shade  appliances,  I  say;  such  things. 

Q.  Anything  connected  with  submarines? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  have 
never  had  a  patent  in  connection  with  submarines. 

Q.  You  are  interested  in  this  company  largely  on  account  of  your 
son? — A.  Solely.  He  was  the  inventor,  and,  while  I  might  have 
made  some  improvements  in  it,  it  was  his  hobby,  and  I  have  stu- 
diously and  religiously  kept  from  allowing  myself  to  encroach  upon 
the  submarine  field.  That  is  his,  and  I  take  as  much  pride  in  it  for 
him  as  my  son  as  I  would  for  myself,  and  probably  more  so,  and  I 
have  never  taken  out  a  patent  nor  made  application  for  anything  on 
submarine  boats,  never.  The  mechanical  end  of  submarine  boats  I 
have  turned  over  to  him  absolutely. 

Q.  Rather  a  paternal  interest  ?— A.  No ;  there  is  a  financial  interest 
also.     I  have  been  financially  interested  in  it,  and  have  for  years. 
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Q.  Paternally  inclined  to  the  project  and  financially  interested  in 
it  ^--A.  It  may  be  that.  It  is  a  great  hobby  with  him  and  has  been 
since  he  was  16  years  old. 

Q.  You  do  not  want  to  be  understood  as  riding  his  hobby  ? — A.  No ; 
1  do  not  w^ant  to  ride  it. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  Mr.  Ijake,  when  did  you  first  hear  about  any  resolution  provid- 
ing for  an  investigation  of  any  submarine  companies? — A.  Well,  I 
f resume  that  I  saw  that  in  the  papers  before  I  went  to  Hot  Springs, 
presume  I  saw  that  in  the  paper.     Whether  I  did  see  it  or  some- 
body called  my  attention  to  it  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  The  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  20th  of  February,  and  you 
went  away  on  the  18th  of  March? — ^A.  It  was  when? 

Q.  It  was  introduced  oh  the  20th  of  February  and  you  went  away 
on  the  18th  of  March.  You  want  us  to  understand  you  do  not  know 
whether  you  heard  about  it? — ^A.  I  went  to  Hot  Springs  on  the  14th 
of  February.  If  it  was  after  that,  I  must  have  seen  it  in  the  papers 
or  while  I  was  at  Hot  Springs. 

Q.^  You  heard  something  about  it  before  you  went  to  Hot  Springs  ?— 
A.  \o.     If  that  was  the  case,  I  could  not  have  done  it. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  the  resolution  was  in  contemplation? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 
Q.  You  are  positive  about  that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Heard  no  discussion  by  anyone  at  all  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  No  suggestion  of  one^ — ^A.  No  suggestion;  no  intimation. 

Q.  This  burst  upon  you A.  I  say  if  I  have  seen  it  I  do  not 

know.  I  had  no  idea  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  any  information  or  anjr  knowl- 
edge or  any  intention  or  anything.  Mr.  Lilley  never  mentioned  a 
thing  to  me  nor  I  to  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  What  conversation  did  you  have  with  anybody  else  about  any 
investigation? — ^A.  Well,  I  have  had  no  conversation  specifically 
about  an  investigation. 

Q.  Specifically  or  not  specifically,  what  did  you  have? — A.  I  do 
not  know  as  I  recall  anything  about  an  investigation  being  made.  I 
Jid  not  know  that  an  investigation  was  to  be  made. 

Q.  I  know,  but  when  did  you  ever  hear  any  talk  of  an  investiga- 
tion, whether  one  was  to  be  made  or  not,  or  any  discussion  of  an 
investigation,  or  the  propriety  of  an  investigation  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall 
that  there  was  a  discussion  of  an  investigation. 

0.  Did  anybody  say  anything  about  an  investigation?  There  is 
nothing  criminal  in  talkii)g  about  an  investigation. — A.  I  do  not 
remember  that  anybody  was  talking  about  an  investigation;  in  fact, 
Lilley's  matter  here  seemed  to  be  a  surprise;  it  was  to  me  at  least, 
so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  Mr.  Lilley  specifically,  but  when  did  you  hear 
anybody  talking  about  an  investigation  or  whether  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  have  an  investigation,  or  would  not  be  a  good  thing, 
or  anythi^  about  it? — ^A.  I  oo  not  recall  anything  specific,  or  any- 
thing; I  do  not  recall  any  such  thing  at  any  time  with  anybody  or 
any  particular  person. 
Q.  Was  it  January,  1908? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  Before  that;  was  it  before  January? — A.  I  do  not  seem  to  recall 
anything  in  regard  to  the  investigation. 
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Q.  Was  it  before  the  luncheon  or  after  the  luncheon  ?  5(No'answer.) 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact,  Mr.  Lake,  that  you  rather  discouraged  an  inves- 
tigation?— ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did;  I  do  not  know  the  subject 
or  discussion  that  I  could  discourage  or  encourage;  I  do  not  remember. 
I  do  not  seem  to  have  any  idea  of  discouraging  or  encouraging,  or 
anything  of  the  kind  with  anybody  in  regard  to  the  investigation. 

Q.  "Well,  among  yourselves? — ^A.  Oh,  among  ourselves.  I  could 
not  tell  any  particular  time  about  that.  I  heard  talk  of  an  investiga- 
tion for  tliee  or  four  years,  I  guess,  and  a  few  years  back  there  was 
talk  of  an  investigation. 

Q.  Come  down  within  the  last  two  years. — ^A.  I  do  not  think  there 
has  been  any  talk  of  investigation;  the  only  thing  that  bears  on  the 
subject,  the  Secretary  of  thePlavv  asked  me  if  we  nad  any  conmlaint 
to  make  about  the  report  of  the  board,  and  I  told  him  no.  "We  just 
simply  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  a  defect  in  the  law  or  whether 
it  was  a  defect  in  the  interpretation  of  the  law,  so  that  we  would  know 
where  we  were. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  investigation  of  the  acts  of  Congress. 
I  am  talking  about  a  discussion  among  yourselves  as  to  whether  it 
would  or  would  not  be  a  good  thing  to  have  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany investigated. — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  talk  about  that; 
anything  demiite  in  any  way  could  not  do  it. 

Q.  Anything  definite? — ^A,  Definite  or  indefinite.  I  say  that  I  do 
not  know  there  was  any  such  discussion  made  in  the  way  of  a  discus- 
sion. It  may  have  been  mentioned  at  different  times,  quite  likely, 
but  I  could  not  specify  that  there  was  any  concerted  action  or  talking 
by  mentioning  the  investigation. 

Q.  It  was  just  random  remarks  made  from  time  to  time? — ^A.  Pos- 
sibly. 

Q.  Was  it  anything  more  specific  than  that? — ^A.  No;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Then  that  is  what  it  was.  Who  was  it  that  made  the  remarks?— 
A.  I  could  not  say;  I  could  not  say  there  were  any  such  remarks. 

Q.  What  did  vou  say  about  it  yourself  from  time  to  time? — ^A.  I  do 
not  remember  tnat  I  ever  said  anything. 

Q.  I  mean  to  your  own  people  or  your  own  counsel? — A.  Well, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  said  anything  in  particular  or  specific  about 
the  investigation  even  to  counsel. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  anything  "particular  or  specific''  about 
investigation,  but  anything  about  investigation? — ^A,  I  think  I 
know  of  the  matter  if  I  had  gone  over  it  in  general  conversation; 
all  our  conferences  of  counsel  has  been  really  agamst  it.  If  I  recollect, 
any  recommendation  at  all  from  counsel  about  the  matter  was,  in 
fact,  the  whole  of  our  people  generally  would  have  been  against  a 
recommendation  if  the  matter  would  have  been  brought  up  to  them 
to  consider  whether  they  would  institute  an  investigation  or  not; 
they  would  have  gone  against  investigation,  I  am  satisfied;  but  it 
was  never  brought  up  specifically  in  that  shape  to  my  knowledge; 
that  is  my  impression;  that  womd  have  been  the  position  of  all  of 
our  counsel  if  the  matter  had  been  brought  up. 

Q.  You  gained  that  impression  generally  from  random  remarks?— 
A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  Who  made  those  random  remarks? — A.  I  do  not  know. 


HEABINQ8  ON  HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288.  1253 

Q.  Was  it  Simon  Lake? — ^A.  I  think  Mr.  Simon  Lake  would  have 
been  against  the  investigation — that  is,  if  there  was  any  impression 
there. 

Q.  His  expressions  were  along  that  Une,  then,  not  being  in  favor 
of  investigation? — ^A.  I  think,  generally,  yes. 

Q.  How  about  Senator  Thurston?— A.  We  have  never  taken  up 
the  matter,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  investigation,  of  any  investigation; 
it  has  never  been  decided  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  general  tone,  whenever  it  was  mentioned 
incidentally  in  conversation,  the  general  sentiment,  was  the  other 
way? — ^A.  I  think  it  would  be;  but  it  has  never  been  »specifically 
voted  on. 

Q.  Never  had  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  on  it  concerning 
remarks  that  were  made  &om  time  to  time — ^you  were  rather  disin- 
clined? Now,  didn't  you  ask  the  Senator  to  so  advise  Mr.  Lilley  not 
to  institute  an  investigation? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not;  to  the  best  of 
mj  knowledge  I  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Thurston  about  the  Lilley 
matter;  neither  have  I  spoken  to  Mr.  Lilley,  nor  he  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  form  of  resolution  looking  to  an  investi- 
gation at  all? — ^A.  No.  > 
Q.  Or  roiigh  draft  of  one? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  recall  anv. 
Q.  WeU,  1  would  like  you  to  be  certain  about  it. — ^A.  No;  I  have 
never  seen  any  specific  resolution  to  be  offered  by  anybody  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  1  do  not  say  specific  resolution  to  be  offered  by  anybody;  I  am 
askmg  whether  you  ever  saw  a  rough  draft  of  any  resolution — any- 
thing in  the  form  of  a  resolution. — A.  I  do  not  recall ;  no,  sir. 
Q.  Ever  hear  one  talked  about? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anyone  say  that  one  had  been  prepared?— 
A.  No. 
Q.  Or  would  be  prepared? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  The  only  remarks  you  did  hear  were  random  remarks  among 
yourselves  of  a  nature  opposed  to  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  now,  I  want  to  refresh  your  recollection  a  little  bit;  give 
us  exactly  what  remarks  were  made  among  your  own  people  on  the 
subject.— A.  Well,  I  do  not  recall  any  action  when  it  was  talked 
about,  except  I  have  heard  such  remarks — I  could  not  say  just  when 
I  heard  them  nor  who  made-  them — that  they  thought  it  would  be 
detrimental  to  attempt  this,  because  we  have  been  represented  as 
opposing  the  other  concern  all  the  time,  and  it  would  be  looked  upon 
as  sour  ^apes  on  the  part  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company ;  in  tnat 

TJt  it  would  be  poor  policy  for  us  to  do  it  anyway. 
Now,  about  wTien  was  that? — A.  I  do  not  know  just  when  it 
was,  and  I  do  not  know  just  who  it  was  that  made  those  remarks. 

Q.  Before  you  went  to  Hot  Springs? — A.  Well,  yes;  it  probably 
was  before  I  went  to  Hot  Springs. 

Q.  Now,  who  was  that  conversation  between? — A.  I  don't  know; 
it  may  have  been  between  any  of  us,  but  it  was  no  specific  action,  so 
far  as  that  was  concerned. 

Q.  I  understand;  just  an  informal  conversation.  Was  it  between 
you  and  Mr.  Simon  Lake? — ^A.  Well,  probably  it  was  between  us 
and  probably  between  some  of  the  others. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Neff  present? — A.  No;  I  hardly  think  he  was.  I  do 
not  think 'he  was. 
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Q.  You  think  he  was  not  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know, 

Q.  How  about  your  counsel?— A.  The  counsel;  so  far  as  I  know 
and  if  anything  was  said  in  my  presence,  they  have  opposed  when 
anything  has  .l^n  mentioned — Apposed  to  it,  opposed  the  proposi- 
tion, thought  it  would  be  poor  policy,  would  be  bad  all  tne  way 
through. 

Q.  Now^,  was  it  on  that  occasion  that  there  was  a  draft  of  a  pro- 

Sosed  resolution  suggested,  was  submitted^  or  talked  about? — ^A.  I 
o  not  know  about  any  draft.     I  do  not  know  that  anything  has  been 
submitted  to  me. 

Q.  Or  the  question  of  a  resolution  talked  about? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  whether  the  resolution  should  be  confined  to  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  or  to  the  submarine  question  generally? — A.  I  never 
heard  that  discussed.  In  fact,  I  have  not  been  there  since  the  14ih 
of  Februarv,  and  this  subject  has  really  come  up  since  that. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Adams  present  at  that  time? — A.  I  think  he  went  to 
Bridgeport  before  I  left  here;  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  conversation  among  yourselves  occurring  in 
Washington  before  you  went  to  Hot  Springs,  after  Mr.  Adams  went 
on  to  Bridgeport? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Adams  went  to  Bridgeport  before 
I  went  to  Hot  Springs. 

Q.  Then  who  else  was  present  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  recall 
that  it  took  place  in  Wasnington  or  in  any  pai*ticular  place.  If  there 
has  been  any  talk  about  the  investigation  at  all,  I  say  if  anybody 
asked  the  question,  it  has  generally  been  frowned  upon  by  any  expres- 
sion that  I  have  received  from  any  of  our  counsel. 

O.  Well,  how  did  the  rest  of  you  feel  about  it? — A.  I  think  they 
all  felt  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  so  report  to  the  other  directors,  Captain  Wallace? — A. 
While  it  was  discussed,  I  think,  Captain  Wallace  was  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  an  investigation.  I  think  I  have  heard  an  expression,  but 
I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Now,  who  favored  it? — A.  Well,  specifically,  I  do  not  know 
that  there  was  anybody  favored  it. 

Q.  Generally  ? — A.  Probably  discussed  on  both  sides. 

Q.  Who  took  the  other  side  ? — ^A.  Possibly  there  was  one  one  time 
and  possibly  another  at  another  time,  but  I  could  not  say  it  was 
someDody  in  favor;  it  was  a  discussion  of  both  sides. 

Q.  Just  sort  of  canvassing  the  thing  pro  and  con? — ^A.  Yes;  I 
do  not  know  that  any  specific  action  has  ever  been  called  for  in 
regard  to  it. 

Q.  You  were  always  con,  personally,  you  were  always  con? — ^A. 
No;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  That  is,  you  were  against  it? — A.  No;  I  said  it  was  generally 
on  both  sides,  and  one  may  ask  a  question  on  that  side  and  the  other 
on  the  other  side,  and  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  ever  any  man 
in  the  concern  that  has  ever  made  up  his  mind  in  regard  to  it  in  one 
way  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  do  not  quite  understand  me.  I  do  not  mean  in  making 
up  his  mind  so  as  to  favor  it,  but  who  made  any  suggestions  on  the 
favorable  side  ( — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that,  any  particular  one. 

Q.  You  say  sometimes  one  would  ask  a  question? — ^A.  Simply 
took  the  matter  up,  that  is  all,  to  see  whether  it  was  advisable  or  not; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  it  can  hardlv  be  considered  that  the  matter 
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has  been  considered  by  the  regular  company  on  the  question  of  the 
investigation. 

Q.  I  am  just  talking  of  the  informal  discussion  of  the  matter; 
what  argument  was  suggested  in  favor  of  it?-;— A.  In  fact,  when  the 
contract  was  awarded  mr  our  boat,  for  one  boat  which  we  got,  there 
was  no  question  about  anything.  I  guess  we  were  pretty  weU  sat- 
isfied. We  have  for  several  years  been  trying  to  get  recognition  for 
our  type  of  boat,  and  it  has  been  considered,  what  we  have  been  try- 
inc  for  for  several  years.  When  we  got  one  boat  entered  we  con- 
sidered we  had  made  a  big  victory  ana  we  were  in  now  and  our  boat 
will  take  care  of  itself. 

Q.  It  depended  something  upon  whether  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress would  be  exclusive  or  open,  as  it  is  called?— A.  That  is  what 
we  thought;  so  far  as  the  legislation  is  concerned,  we  advocated 
open  legislation. 

Q.  I  mfer,  it  seems  quite  natural,  that  some  of  your  people  might 
suggest  that  if  the  bad  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and 
if  the  Electric  Boat  people  could  be  shown  up,  it  might  help  them  to 
get  l^islation,  if  they  were  doing  improper  things,  and  if  Congress 
would  get  to  know  it  they  would  not  be  so  apt  to  favor  them; 
that  was  suggested,  was  it  not? — ^A.  Well,  it  may  have  been  as  a 
suggestion,  but  as  far  as  that  simply  asked  a  question  why  it  was; 
that  is  all. 

Q.  Simply  a  suggestion  or  inquiry  whether  that  would  not  be 
worth  while  or  make  it  worth  while  to  take  the  matter  up? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  some  others  thought  that  would  not  work  so  well? — A. 
Yes;  I  think  generally  speaking  that  they  opposed  it;  that  it  would 
make,  as  I  say,  rather  a  detrimental  impression  against  the  Lake  peo- 
ple if  they  adopted  such  a  procedure. 

Q.  Then  some  thoiight  it  might  help  show  up  the  improper  methods 
of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the  others  thought  that  it  might 
have  the  effect  of  just  voting  down  the  whole  submarine  business  ? — 
A.  That  is  practically  the  situation;  that  is  probably  it. 

9-  Personally,  what  view  did  you  take  of  it  as  to  the  advisability 
or  inadvisability  ? — A.  Personally  after  we  got  the  contract  in  for  one 
boat  I  considered  we  were  in,  and  that  settled  the  whole  business. 
That  we  will  now  have  a  chance  so  that  we  can  present  our  boat  and 
Aen  we  will  go  on  the  merits. 

9.  Did  you  not  still  think  that  the  investigation  might  help  legis- 
lation at  tnis  session?^ A.  No;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  are  not  thoroughly  convinced  on  that  point? — A.  No,  sir. 

0.  You  neither  made  up  your  mind  that  it  would  or  would  not? — 
A.  No;  I  do  not  think  that  I  came  or  anybodj^  else  came  to  a  deci- 
sion on  it;  it  was  without  concrete  consideration;  that  is  as  I  feel 
about  it. 

Q.  Then  you  among  yourselves  reached  no  definite  conclusion  as 

to  what  you  would  think  best,  the  resolution  was  sprung A.  Yes; 

80  far  as  I  know,  and  as  far  as  I  have  heard  anybody  else  say  of  the 
Lake  Boat  Company,  they  had  no  knowledge  of  it  whatever. 

Q.  Now,  who  do  you  think  of  your  people  talked  with  Repre- 
sentative Lilley  or  anybody  else  outside  of  the  company? — A.  I 
know  none  of  our  company  ever  talked  with  Mr.  Lilley  about  it  or 
that  he  has  ever  talked  with  them.  I  do  not  know  of  any  individual 
either  in  the  Lake  Company  or  out  of  it,  or  in  Congress  or  out  of  it, 
♦hat  he  has  ever  spoken  to,  that  I  know,  that  he  intended  to  do  it. 
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Q.   It  V 

it  that  it 


was  in  the  air  for  some  days  before  he  actually  introduced 
t  was  in  contemplation? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anybody  that  he  had  talked  to  about 
it>-A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  man  would  offer 
a  resolution  of  that  importance  without  talking  to  somebody  about 
it? — ^A.  Oh,  I  would  not  want  to  pass  upon  his  judgment  in  regard 
to  the  matter;  I  do  not  know  who  Knew  of  his  resolution  or  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Q.  You  had  no  talk  with  him? — ^A.  I  had  no  talk  with  him. 

O.  I  wanted  to  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  that  Mr.  Lilley  wrote 
to  tne  Secretarv  of  the  Navy  under  date  of  September  23,  1907.  He 
began  thus:  ^'M^  constituent,  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake^  writes  me  you  are  in 
doubt  as  to  the  mtention  of  tne  Naval  Committee  and  the  House  in 
the  matter  of  submarines."  That  was  September  23,  1907,  in  which 
he  told  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  you  had  written  him.  Now, 
does  that  refresh  your  memory  as  to  that  letter? — ^A.  Will  you  read ; 
that  a^ain,  please  ? 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley 's  letter  is  dated  Waterbury,  Conn.,  September  23, 
1907,  addressea  to  the  Hon.  Victor  H.  Metcalf,  Secretarv  of  the  Navy, 
Washington,  D.  C.  '^My  Dear  Sir:  My  constituent,  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake, 
writes  me  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  Naval  Commit^ 
tee  and  the  House  in  the  matter  of  submarines.''  Now,  does  that 
refresh  your  memory  as  having  been  written  to  him? — ^A.  No;  that 
seems  to  be  too  indefinite.  The  matter  of  submarines,  I  do  not  know 
what  he  meant. 

Q.  He  certainly  said  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  writes  me? — A.  Yes;  on  the 
subject. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  about  the  letter,  I  ask  you  do  you  remember 
having  written  him  in  or  about  September,  1907? — A.*  No. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Lilley's  signature,  do  you  not? — ^A.  Well,  I  don't 
know  whether  I  would  or  not. 

Q.  I  have  here  his  oflicial  letter. — A.  That  is  all  right,  and  that  is  ; 
all  right.     But  what  he  means  in  doubt  about  submarines 

Q.  I  do  not  care  what  he  means  in  doubt  about  submarines,  I  simply 
want  to  know  whether  you  wrote  him  a  letter  ? — ^A.  I  presume  I  did 
write  him  a  letter  in  regard  to  the  Secretary. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  what  it  is  about,  but  simply  whether  you  wrote 
it? — A.  I  presume  I  did. 

Q.  Will  you  let'us  have  a  copy  of  that  letter? — A.  If  I  have  it,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  Does  any  other  member  of  the  committee  wish  to 
ask  this  witness  any  questions? 

Any  Member  of  the  House  present  who  desires  to  ask  the  witness 
any  questions  ? 

Anyone  else  present,  either  in  person  or  by  counsel,  who  desires  to 
ask  any  questions  of  this  witness  ? 

Mr.  Littleton,  on  behalf  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  submits 
the  following  questions  which  Mr.  Olmsted  will  read: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  This  is  Mr.  Littleton's  first  question:  Did  not  you  and  your  son, 
Simon  Lake,  in  1904  or  1905,  attempt  to  bring  about  the  passage  by  the 
Connecticut  legislature  of  a  resolution  callmg  upon  the  Connecticut 
delegation  in  Congress  to  demand  a  Congressional  investigation  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  1904? 
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Q.  Or  19051 — ^A.  I  was  not  here  at  that  time. 
Q.  Or  at  any  other  time? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it,  I  think. 
Q.  Didyoueverhearof  it?— A.  Yes;  I  think  that  possibly  my  son 
asked  me  at  that  time,  but  I  was  not  here;  my  son  was  here  at  that 
time. 
Q.  Asked  whom? — ^A.  I  think  that  probably  he  asked  Mr.  Hill. 
Q.  Of  the  Connecticut  legislature? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Then  the  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  was  not 
an  entirely  new  subject  when  it  was  discussed  this  winter  at  your  sug- 
gestion?— A.  Well,  that  w^s  the  present  investigation. 

Q.  The  investigation  in  1904  and  1905? — ^A.  No;  1905  investiga- 
tion, I  say  that  was  discussed  at  that  time,  in  fact  it  was  before  tne 
House,  there  was  an  investigation  started  before  the  House. 
Q.  Before  the  Connecticut  house? — ^A.  No;  before  Congress. 
Q.  I  am  asking  you  whether  or  not  vou  and  your  son,  Simon  Lake, 
in  1904  or  1905,  or  at  any  other  time,  attempted  to  bring  about  the 
passage  by  the  Connecticut  legislature  of  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
Connecticut  delegation  in  Congress  to  demand  a  Congressional  inves- 
tigation of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  No;  I  know  no  official 
action  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Official  or  unofficial? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  ever  presented 
to  the  house  of  Connecticut;  no. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  about  it? — ^A.  I  think  that  I  have  heard  that 
talked  about,  but  I  do  not  now  know  anything  at  all  about  it,  but 
there  never  was  anything  done  about  it  to  my  Iqiowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  have  any  such  resolution  mtroduced  in 
the  Connecticut  legislature? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  talked  about? — ^A.  I  am  inchned  to  think 
that  probably  it  was  suggested  or  talked  about;  I  do  not  think  it  was 
ever  consummated. 

Q.  Who  talked  about  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  Was 
just  su^ested  or  just  merely  talked  about ^  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  IHd  you  and  Simon  Lake  talk  about  it? — ^A.  Not  to  my  knowl- 
edge; I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Well,  "to  vour  knowledge,"  did  you  talk  about  it,  whether  it  is 
to  vour  knowledge  or  not? — ^A.  No. 
Q.  Did  you  and  Simon  Lake  talk  about  it? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 
0.  With  whom  did  you  talk  then? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  with  any- 
body specifically;  I  doubt  whether  there  was  any  such  action  taken. 
Q.  Did  you  talk  about  taking  it?-^A.  I  think  that  it  has  been 
mentioned  that  there  has  been  some  such  talk,  but  I  do  not  know  by 
whom  or  where  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Among  officials  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — ^A.  No; 
I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Q.  Just  somebody  outside,  operating  in  your  behalf  without  your 
knowledge? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

0.  You  did  have  some  talk  about  this,  though,  ahout  introducing 
such  a  resolution  in  the  Connecticut  legislature,  did  you  not? — ^A.  No 
specific  action,  as  I  know  of,  was  taken. 

fj-  Well,  now,  no  specific  action;  did  you  talk  about  it? — ^A.  I 
think  it  was  possibly  suggested ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  action 
taken. 
Q.  Who  suggested  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Simon  Lake? — ^A.  I  think  not.     I  do  not  think  he  was  here. 
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Q.  Wallace? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Q.  Clement  Adams? — A.  No. 

Q.  Any  other  stockholder  of  the  company  or  director? — A.  I  do  not 
know  about  that. 

Q.  Did  vou  suggest  it? — A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  Don  t  you  know  whether  you  did  or  not  ? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  whether  you  did  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Don't  Know  whether  you  suggested  it  or  not? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  there  was  some  talk  of  an  investigation  in  Congress, 
some  time  before  this  year? — ^A.  Somewhere  about  that  time  there 
was  a  resolution,  I  think,  introduced  in  Congress  to  have  an  investi- 
gation by  the  Naval  Committee,  which  I  think  was  had. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  call  the  Lessler  investigation? — A.  No;  after 
that,  I  think. 

Q.  Now,  what  part  did  you  people  take  in  that? — ^A.  I  was  not 
here  at  that  time. 

O.  Where  were  you? — ^A.  I  was  at  Bridgeport  and  hadn't  anything 
to  do  with  the  Washington  end  at  all. 

Q.  What  did  you  have  to  do  with  the  investigating  resolution  ?— A 
Nothing  at  that  time;  I  would  not  have  known  it;  I  was  not  vice- 
president  of  the  company  at  that  time,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  management. 

Q.  Were  you  a  stockholder? — ^A.  I  was  a  stockholder;  but  those 
matters  were  not  brought  up  before  the  stockholders. 

Q.  Were  you  a  director?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anybody  talk  about  it  at  Bridgeport? — A.  No: 
that  was  a  resolution  put  in  by  Mr.  Hill,  I  think,  and  I  think  an  inves- 
tigation was  ordered  by  the  House  Naval  Committee,  if  I  remember 
rightly;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Yhis  is  Mr.  Littleton's  next  question:  Did  you  not  have  conver- 
sations with  Senator  Piatt  and  Congressman  lull  of  Connecticut  in 
reference  tb  such  a  resolution? — A.  I  had  a  conversation  \%ith  Mr. 
Piatt  and  Mr.  Hill,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  subject  of  the  conver- 
sation. 

Q.  Whete  did  you  have  such  a  conversation? — A.  That  was  at 
Washington,  I  think. 

Q.  When? — A.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  before  his  death,  just 
before  his  death.     I  think  he  was  sick  at  the  time. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  him? — A.  I  think  that  the  main  thing  that 
was  said  to  him  was  I  think  we  wanted  him  to  go  to  see  the  Secretary. 

Q.  Secretary  of  what  ? — A.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  What  about? — A.  Awarding  the  contracts  on  the  other  boats 
in  1904  appropriation. 

(^.  But  what  did  you  talk  to  him  about  the  resolution  for  investi- 

fation  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  mentioned  the  resolution  to 
im.     I  do  not  remember  anything  about  it. 
Q.  You  do  not  remember  whether  you  did  or  not  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Did  you  mention  it  to  Mr.  Hill? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  swear  you  did  not  ?     And  to  Senator 
Piatt? — A.  No;  I  would  not,  four  years  back. 

Q.  It  is  a  matter  of  such  little  importance  you  would  not  know 
anything  about  it  ? — A.  It  was  simply  a  suggestion,  if  it  was  made, 
that  is  all. 
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Q.  This  is  Mr.  Littleton's  next  question:  Did  not  the  Lake  people 
at  one  time  seriously  consider  the  question  of  forcing  the  submarine 
scandal  on  the  floor  of  the  House? — ^A.  That  is  what  a  resolution  like 
that  would  probably  have  done,  would  have  been  intended  to  have 
done  at  least. 

Q.  When  was  this? — A.  At  that  time,  I  presume,  1904. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  saw  Senator  Piatt? — A.  I  do  not  think  that 
was  mentioned  to  Senator  Piatt,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  this  at  the  time  of  the  conversation  before  you  went  to  Hot 
Springs?— A.  No. 

Q.  when  was  this? — A.  Two  or  tliree  years  ago,  1904  it  must  have 
been. 

Q.  You  did  consider  it  at  that  time? — A.  I  presume  that  that  reso- 
lution which  was  offered  would  probably  have  that  in  view;  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  Wlio  prepared  the  resolution  in  that  case? — A.  That  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  You  do  know  that  it  was  prepared  by  the  Lake  people,  some  of 
them,  or  your  counsel,  was  it  not  ? — A.  Probably  it  was. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was,  wasn't  it? — ^A.  I  think  that  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  probably;  it  is  merely  writing  a  letter 
to  ilr.  Hill  on  that  line;  that  is  all  there  was  to  it;  it  was  never  pre- 
sented and  I  do  not  know"  that  it  was  put  in  the  form  of  a  resolution. 

Q.  Were  you  not  earnestly  requested  not  to  force  the  submarine 
scandal  upon  the  floor  of  the  Ilouse? — A.  Well,  I  have  been  requested 
not  to  do  that,  or  advised  against  doing  that. 

Q.  Who  requested  you  not  to  do  it? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  as  I 
was  hardly  requested  not  to  do  it;  I  was  advised  not  to  do  it;  that  it 
would  be  poor  judgment  to  do  it. 

Q.  Who  advised  you  ?— A.  I  think  Mr.  Hill  said  it  would  be  poor 
judgment  and  advised  against  it;  I  do  not  think  that  he  requested 
not  to  do  it. 

Q.  At  that  time  you  were  not  in  favor  of  doing  it? — A.  It  was 
suggested  doing  it. 

Q.  You  suggested  doing  it? — A.  No;  I  think  that  was  suggested, 
possibly,  bv  a  letter  to  him. 

Q.  Tlie  letter  did  not  write  itself? — A.  I  think  that  was  written, 
possiblv,  by  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  You  and  Simon  Lake  had  discussed  it  together  repeatedly 
and  your  views  were  in  harmony  at  that  time,  were  they  not  ?  You 
and  ilr.  Simon  Lake  had  no  disagreement  upon  this  point  at  that 
time? — A.  No;  I  don't  know  that  we  had.  If  I  had  anything  to  do 
with  it,  it  was  after  Mr.  Simon  Lake  went  away. 

Q.  This  is  Mr.  Littleton's  next  question:  What  did  you  mean  in 
your  letter  to  the  President  of  March  31,  1905,  in  saying — tliis  is 
quoted  from  your  letter — '*the  Lake  people  were  earnestly  requested 
not  to  force  the  submarine  scandal  upon  the  floor  of  the  House, 
because  it  would  have  killed  the  naval  programme.^'  Do  vou  remem- 
ber your  saying  that  in  your  letter  to  tne  President? — A.  1  remember 
nay  letter  to  the  President;  I  don't  know  just  exactly  what  was  said 
in  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  deny  that  it  was  in? — A.  Yes;  well,  it  may  have 
been  in  the  way  of  a  request  or  an  advisement,  as  I  said  Mr.  Hill 
advised  against  our  doing  that. 
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Q.  Who  else  advised  against  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  not  Senator  Piatt? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  about  that.  Sena- 
tor Piatt  was  very  sick  at  the  time  and  we  did  not  talk  to  him  but  a 
verv  few  minutes. 

Q.  Now,  here  is  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  President;  it  has  been 
offered  in  evidence  here,  at  page  397  of  the  record  of  the  hearings  in 
this  case,  in  which  you  say :  "The  Lake  people  were  earnestly  requested 
not  to  force  the  submarine  scandal  on  tne  floor  of  the  House,  because 
it  would  have  killed  the  naval  programme.  I  was  sure  the  Depart- 
ment would  right  its  own  wrongs  to  Simon  Lake."  You  wrote  that 
letter  and  signed  it,  didn't  vouf— A.  I  signed  it;  yes. 

Q.  Who  prepared  it? — ^A.  Well,  it  was  prepared  by  a  man — Mr. 
Whitney.  He  was  the  representative  of  the  company  here  at  that 
time. 

Q.  Who? — A.  Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  Whitney  was  acting  in  the 
interests  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  at  Washington. 

Q.  It  is  dated  March  31,  1905.  Now,  how  long  had  Mr.  Whitney 
been  in  the  employ  of  your  company  at  that  time? — ^A.  Probably  a 
year  or  more — probabljr  a  year. 

Q.  Who  employed  himf— A.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
he  was  employed  at  that  time  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  But  what  particular  officer  of  the  boat  companj  employed 
him? — A.  He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  president  of  the 
company. 

Q.  He  prepared  that  letter  and  you  signed  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  read  it  before  you  signed  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lake,  upon  reflection  and  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject  and  the  matters  concerning  which  you  testify,  you  swear 
before  us  that  before  going  to  Hot  Springs  you  had  not  neard  dis- 
cussed a  resolution  of  mvestigation  to  be  offered  in  this  Congress? — 
A.,   X  es. 

Q.  Or  the  offering  of  which  was  under  consideration? — ^A;  Under 
consideration  or  contemplated.  I  know  no  such  offering  to  be 
offered. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  or  hear  mentioned  a  form  of  resolution,  whether 
it  was  to  be  offered  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  very  positive  about  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Heard  no  particular  form  of  resolution  discussed  and  saw  no 
particular  form  of  resolution? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  Washington  for  Hot  Springs? — ^A.  Feb- 
ruary 14. 

Q.  How  long  before  that  were  you  in  Washington? — ^A,  I  had  been 
in  Washington  practically  all  winter. 

Q.  While  you  were  in  Washington,  just  previous  to  February  14, 
were  you  about  an  office  in  the  Coloraao  Building? — ^A.  I  was  about 
there,  but  without  any  mingling  with  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  was  going  on  in  the  office  at  the  time?— A. 
No;  not  particularly,  imless  something  was  called  to  my  attention. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Neff  and  anybody  else  who  was  there  in 
the  office  at  the  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  general  conversation 
with  Mr.  Neff. 
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Q.  Did  they  talk  with  you  about  the  business  of  the  company  at 
ike  time?  — ^A.  No;  in  a  general  way,  because  Mr.  Simon  Lake  was 
then  at  the  head  of  the  company  and  I  was  retired  with  the  under- 
standine  that  I  was  to  take  a  vacation,  and  after  the  contract — ^in 
fact,  berore  the  contract — ^Mr.  Simon  Lake  came  here,  and  I  did  not  go 
to  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  nor  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 
He  went  to  see  those.  Previoxis  to  that  I  had  been  to  see  the  Secre- 
tary with  Mr.  Thurston,  and  after  that  I  never  went  to  see  them  and 
haa  nothing  to  do  either  with  the  signiag  of  the  contract  or  the  nego- 
tiations before  the  contract  after  Mr.  Simon  Lake  came. 

Q.  But  could  any  conversation  have  been  had  or  could  anything 
have  been  done  in  connection  with  the  company's  work  at  that  time 
on  your  typewriters  or  with  your  office  force  and  you  not  know  any- 
thing about  it? — A.  Oh,  yes.  It  mi^ht  have  been  done,  because  it 
was  understood  that  I  was  to  retire  from  it,  and  I  just  simply  gave 
the  matters  over  to  him,  and  I  did  not  even  attend  the  conferences 
with  Mr.  Thurston,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  simplv  retired  from 
the  whole  affair;  when  Mr.  Simon  Lake  came,  he  took  charge;  as  I 
say,  I  did  not  go  to  see  the  Secretary  after  Mr.  Simon  Lake  came 
here,  did  not  attend  conferences  in  regard  to  the  contract  or  the 
conditkMLs.  I  did  not  know  anvthing  that  was  to  go  before  the  legis- 
lature or  that  came  before  the  legislature,  and  that  was  why  I  could 
go  away  without  considering  whether  I  was  here  or  there,  because 
they  had  nottung  that  would  necessarily  call  me  up  while  Mr.  Simon 
Lake  was  here. 

Q.  But  you  had  conversations  with  them  about  that  time  concerning 
legislation  pending  in  Congress,  did  you  not? — ^A.  Possibly  generally, 
but  1  had  no  interest  in  it;  I  did  not  know  what  they  were  going  to  do 
or  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  had  some  conversations  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake  or  Mr.  Neff  or 
Mr. Thurston,  in  which  they  objected  to  the  form  of  the  legislation  that 
was  then  pending  before  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — 
A.  I  do  not  thinK  there  was  anything  pending  before  the  House  at 
the  time  I  retired.    I  do  not  think  the  bill  was  introduced. 

Q.  You  mean  the  bill  had  not  reached  the  committee? — A.  I 
hardly  think  it  had,  at  least  I  did  not  discuss  those  questions  so  far 
as  I  was  concerned,  because  I  did  not  expect  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  learn  from  them  that  they  were  rather  solicitous 
about  the  form  of  legislation  before  the  House  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs? — A.  Y'es;  I  heard  them  talk  that  they  wanted  open  legisla- 
tion. 

Q.  And  that  they  proposed  to  take  means  to  secure  open  legisla- 
tion; did  you  hear  that? — ^A.  I  have  heard  it  discussed  that  they  were 
going  to  request  open  legislation. 

Q.  Preparing  a  campaign  for  hearings  and  other  things  for  open 
le§:islation? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  any  hearings,  any- 
thing of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  not  know  of  work  that  was  being  done  before  Congress 
in  the  way  of  preparing  postal  cards  and  printed  matter  and  other 
things?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Seeing  some  of  that  matter  at  the  ofiice  before  vou  left? — 
A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  did  not  see  any  of  it? — ^A.  I  received,  I  think,  one  postal 
cara  when  I  was  at  the  Hot  Springs.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
who  sent  it. 

^  Q.  Mr.  Simon  Lake  was  here  in  the  city  the  time  the  contract  was 
signed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  signed  the  contract. 

Q.  And  you  were  here?— A.  I  was  here  at  the  time  the  contract 
was  signed,  but  I  had  no  communication  or  part  or  parcel  in  making 
the  contract,  or  in  making  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Q.  You  stayed  here? — ^A.  Simply  because  I  was  tinder  contract 
to  stay  here  to  keep  apartments  I  had,  and  I  was  fixing  up  to  get 
away,  which  I  did  as  soon  as  I  could  get  away. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  there  was  some  arrangement  being 
considered  with  a  view  to  influencing  Congress  to  have  open  bids,  as 
you  call  them,  for  submarines? — ^A.  I  think  I  heard  that  discussed 
We  wanted  to  get  that;  yes. 

Q.  Aiid  all  of  you  were  engaged  in  doing  whatever  you  could  in 
furthering  that  view? — ^A.  No;  1  took  no  active  part  in  that  prepa- 
ration of  anything  of  that  kind  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  it. 

The  Chairman.  If  there  are  no  other  questions  to  be  asked  of  this 
witness,  that  is  all  that  will  be  required  of  him.  You  may  consider 
yourself  discharged. 

Representative  Lilley  was  requested  to  come  here  at  11.30,  and  he 
left  word  that  he  would  come  as  soon  as  the  vote  would  be  had  on 
the  amendment  relating  to  submarines  on  the  naval  bill.  As  he  is 
not  here,  I  presume  that  is  still  under  consideration.  Will  the  sec- 
retary request  him  to  be  present  at  the  hearing  of  the  committee  at 
10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning?  The  committee  will  stand  in  recess 
until  that  hour. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Friday, 
April  17,  1908,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.) 


House  of  Representatives, 

Friday,  April  17, 1908. 
The  committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Broussard. 
The  Chairman.    The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

TESTIMONY  OF  M.  E.  MATLACK. 

M.  E.  Matlaok,  being^]first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined,  tes- 
tified as  follows: 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  please? — ^A.  M.  E.  Matlack. 

Q.  You  are  the  file,  bill,  and  printing  clerk  of  the  House? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  this  committee,  have  you  the 
original  bill  and  resolution  introduced  by  Representative  Lilleyi  of 
Connecticut? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  WiU  you  produce  them^  please? 

O^apers  Landed  to  the  ^chairman.) 
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TESTIMONY  OF  BENJAMIK  WEB8TEE. 

Benjamix  Webster,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 
The  Chairman.  Will  Mr.  Olmsted  ask  Mr.  Webster  a  few  questions? 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Webster,  where  do  you.live  ? — ^A.  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Q.  You  are  spending  the  winter  in  Washington?— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  capacity? — ^A.  Secretary  to  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  How  long  nave  you  been  such  secretary? — ^A.  Since  July  1, 
1907. 

Q.  What  were  you  engaged  in  prior  to  that  time  ? — ^A.  As  a  student. 

Q.  Where?— A.  Yale  College. 

Q.  Was  your  home  in  Waterbury  prior  to  that  time  ? — ^A.  Always 
has  been  in  Waterbury. 

Q-  What  other  occupation  have  you  now  except  that  of  secre- 
tary!— A.  I  have  been  studying  law  at  Georgetown  University. 

Q.  Have  you  been  doing  wotk  of  any  other  character? — ^A.  No;  I 
have  written  for  magazines  occasionally — a  few  articles.  I  have  not 
done  anything  of  the  kind  since  Christmas,  however. 

(J.  What  magazines  did  jou  write  for? — ^A.  Some  advertising  mag- 
azine in  Cincinnati.  I  beheve  I  wrote  a  Uttle  more.  It  is  an  article 
on  socialism,  was  the  last  one  I  wrote. 

Q.  Advertising  sociaUsm? — ^A.  As  far  as  I  understand  this  maga- 
zine, the  general  poUcy  is  to  get  articles  of  general  interest  to  its 
readers- 

Q.  On  what  subject  did  you  contribute  articles? — A.  That  is  the 
only  one  I  have  wntten  for  them. 

Q.  What  was  that  on? — A.  On  socialism,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  article  you  wrote  for  that  magazine? — ^A.  As  I 
remember  it;  yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know;  there  may  have  been  two  or 
three  jokes,  or  attempts  at  jokes. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  sociaUst,  are  you? — ^A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  or  are  you  not? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  sociaUsm  is, 
to  tell  the  truth. 

Q.  You  are  like  a  good  many  writers  on  some  subjects.  Have  you 
erer  voted  a  sociahstic  ticket? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  magazines  did  you  write  for? — ^A,  I  could  not  say. 
I  do  not  remember.  I  sent  out  stories — a  few  Uttle  jokes  I  have 
sent,  written  up.  It  did  not  amoxmt  to  anything;  nothing  special 
m  it. 

Q.  Did  you  write  on  any  specific  subject? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Not  been  writing  on  the  submarine  subject? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  written  anything  for  any  newspapers? — ^A.  I  have 
sent  the  home  paper  a  few  letters. 

Q.  Upon  what  subject? — ^A,  On  the  Jim  Crow  laws,  a  new  expe- 
rience to  me.     It  was  the  first  subject. 

Q.  Much  interest  in  that  in  Waterbury? — ^A.  I  thought  there 
would  be. 

(^  You  said  home  paper.  Do  you  mean  Waterbury  papers? — 
A.  The  city  editors  or  the  Amencan  are  personal  acquaintances 
of  mine.    I  wrote  them  some  letters. 
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Q.  Waterbury  American? — A.  Waterbury  American, 

Q.  Any  other  papers  in  Connecticut? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  wnte  any  Washington  dispatches  for  any  of  the  papers 
in  Connecticut? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  done  any  newspaper  work 
of  any  kind. 

Q.  What  other  articles  did  you  write  for  the  Waterbury  American  ?— 
A.  1  have  written  several  letters  to  the  city  editor. 

Q.  Who  are  the  Connecticut  newspaper  men  here  in  the  city? — A. 
I  think  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Wallmo  represent  the  most  of  the  Con- 
necticut papers.  I  believe  they  have  generally  the  newspapers; 
they  send  out  Washington  dispatches. 

Q.  Who  represents  the  Waterbury  paper? — ^A.  I  believe  tliat  it  is 
the  partnership  of  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Wallmo  represent  the  Water- 
huTj  paper. 

Q.  l)id  you  furnish  them  with  any  information  for  publication? — ^A. 
I  have  discussed  different  things  with  them.  I  have  never  given 
them  any  thing  in  the  way  of  a  prepared  article. 

Q.  Just  told  them  things? — A.  Told  them  things. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  information  you  gave  them? — A.  Just 
general  conversation. 

Q.  With  whom? — A.  Various  friends  around  the  Capitol. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  any  specific 
conversations  which  I  have  had  which  have  offered  material  for  any 
article. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  them  about  submarine  matters? — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember  any  conversation  in  regard  to  submarine  matters  unless 
it  has  been  facts  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  facts  came  to  your  knowledge? — A.  In  reference  to  the 
excess  profit  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  past  and  in  the  future, 
$3,000,000;  I  gave  them  that  information  at  the  time,  I  believe. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  either  of  those  gentlemen  that  there  has  been  some 
evidence  taken  by  this  committee  that  had  not  been  printed  in  the 
record  or  had  been  suppressed  in  any  way? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember 
that  I  have. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  refresh  your  memory  and  see  if  you  did  not.— 
A.  It  is  possible  that  I  made  that  remark,  but  I  could  not  say  defi- 
nitely whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  Is  it  probable  that  you  did? — A.  No;  I  would  not  say  that  it 
was  probable,  because  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Well,  you  did  make  it,  now,  did  you  not  ? — ^A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  Now,  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the  evidence  is  all  printed  up  to  this 
date,  at  least  as  far  as  the  printer  could  get  with  it,  what  evidence  is 
there  that  has  been  suppressed;  what  do  you  mean  by  that?— A.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  usea  the  word  *' suppressed." 

Q.  Well,  unprinted,  then. — ^A.  As  I  understand,  Mr.  Early  gave 
some  testimony  which  was  not  printed  in  the  record.  Several  news- 
paper men  asked  me  about  it  and  expressed  surprise  that  it  was  not 
m  the  record.  It  came  to  my  knowledge  through  them  first.  A 
great  many  newspaper  men  have  called  m  the  office  and  asked  for 
copies;  they  naturally  asked  Mr.  LiUey  for  copies  of  the  hearing. 

Q.  Why  did  they  go  to  Mr.  Lilley  for  copies  of  the  hearings! — ^A. 
Because  it  was  advertised  as  the  Lilley  investigation,  I  suppose. 
That  is  what  it  was  talked  about  around  the  street. 
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Q.  Well,  now,  newspaper  men  came  to  the  office,  then,  pretty  fre- 
quently, did  they  notWA.  Yes;  a  good  many  newspaper  men  have 
been  in. 

Q.  When  they  came  you  gave  them  information? — ^A.  If  I  thought 
it  was  proper,  anything  I  had  and  they  wished. 
Q.  Hyou  thought  it  was  proper? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  W"®^  ^^  y^^  g®*  ^^^  information  that  you  gave  them? — ^A. 
As  I  said,  these  copies  of  hearings  mostly  was  the  information  I'gave 
to  them.  I  usually  got  copies  of  the  hearings  as  soon  as  they  were 
printed. 

Q.  TTiey  generally  came  up  from  the  printer  about  two  days  late  ? — 
A  My  knowledge  of  the  case  has  always  been  two  days  late,  then. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  when  the  newspaper  men  have 
access  to  the  record  right  here  m  the  committee  room  that  they  would 
wait  two  days  to  go  down  to  your  office  to  get  it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do 
not  make  any  statement  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Then  from  time  to  time  you  gave  them  typewritten  matter,  did 
you  not? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  any  such. 

Q.  Try  to  refresh  your  memory  a  little  bit. — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  never 
recall  having  given  tnem  typewritten  matter. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  having  handed  newspaper  men  any  type- 
written matter? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say  now  that  you  never  have  handed  newspaper  men 
any  typewritten  matter? — ^A.  I  would  not  say  that  at  all,  because 
that  lias  been  extra  to  my  work  and  things  have  come  alon^  crowded 
from  time  to  titne.  I  do  not  remember  definitely  such  incidents.  I 
would  have  made  memoranda  if  the  committee  had  wished  at  the 
time. 

Q.  We  do  not  want  memoranda;  we  would  like  a  statement  now. — 
A.  Well,  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  Are  you  willing  to  swear  that  you  have  not  given  any  news- 
paper men  in  Washmgton  or  handed  them  any  typewritten  matter 
whatever  relating  to  tnis  investigation? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  be 
willing  to  swear  that;  I  would  swear  to  the  best  of  my  memory.  I 
woulanot  make  any  positive  oath  that  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  have  made  a  good  many  statements  to  them? — A.  When 
newspaper  men  have  come  in  they  have  asked  my  opinion  of  different 
things,  and  I  have  told  them  what  I  thought. 

Q.  They  were  very  glad  to  get  your  opinion? — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  their  desire  was  to  get  anything  but  information. 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  Mr.  lilley's  opinion  also? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have. 

Q.  Well,  now,  do  you  see  that  gentleman  right  there,  that  good- 
looking  gentleman  with  glasses  [referring  to  Mr.  James  Hay]? — ^A. 
Yes,  air. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hand  him  an  envelope  with  typewritten  matter  in 
it  or  not? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  leave  it  as  his  office? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  telephone  to  him ^A.  If  jyou  will  tell  me 

▼here  lu8  office  is 

Q.  You  are  telling  me  things;  I  am  not  telling  you. — ^A.  I  do  not 
remembN*  ever  having  seen  the  gentleman  in  our  office. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  whether  you  saw  him  in  your  office. — A.  I  do 
not  remember  ever  having  telepnoned  to  him. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  ever  leaving  a  paper  for  anybody! — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Typewritten  matter? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  positively  now  that  you  never  did? — A.  I  could  not 
say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  say  positively  that  you  have  not  given  typewritten  mat- 
ter to  correspondents  for  Connecticut  newspapers?— A.  I  have  given 
typewritten  matter  to  correspondents  of  Connecticut  newspapers,  but 
lunderstood  you  in  reference  to  the  submarine  investigation. 

Q.  Have  you  given  any  typewritten  matter,  then,  in  reference  to 
submarine  investigations,  or  any  affidavits,  or  any  evidence  before  this 
committee? — ^A.  Imay  have  had  copies  or  affidavits  in  the  office  that 
were  called  for.  I  can  not  remember  any  specific  instance  that  I 
handed  any  to  anyone  that  I  would  be  wilhng  to  swear  that  I  gave  a 
certain  man  any. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  copies  of  affidavits? — ^A.  Either  I  or  the  type- 
writer there. 

Q.  Who  is  the  typewriter? — ^A.  Miss  Keliher. 

Q.  Then  you  did  nave  some  papers  copied,  and  you  did  rive  them 
out,  did  you? — ^A.  When  newspaper  men  called  for  them  they  may 
have  got  them ;  I  do  not  rememoer  definitely.  I  could  not  swear  that 
I  gave  to  a  certain  man  any  certain  copy. 

Q.  You  are  beginning  to  remember  tnat  you  did  give  some  man 
some  copies  of  typewritten  papers? — ^A.  I  have  a  recollection  of  hav- 
ing made  copies  of  certain  affidavits  which  were  asked  for;  I  believe 
the  Associated  Press  got  copies  of  some  affidavits. 

Q.  How  did  the  Associated  Press  know  that  there  were  such  affida- 
vits?— ^A.  I  do  not  remember  anything  except  that  they  came  in  and 
asked  for  the  affidavits. 

Q.  Who  came  in? — ^A.  Mr.  Sayford  and  this  gentleman  over  here 
have  been  to  our  office  several  times. 

Q.  And  asked  you  for  certain  specific  affidavits^  did  they  not? — 
A.  I  do  not  remember  the  subject  of  the  conversation. 

Q.  Whose  affidavits  were  thej? — ^A.  I  made  copies  of  most  affi-  | 
davits  that  came  to  this  committee.     I  could  not  say  what  ones  I 
handed  out  and  what  ones  I  have  not. 

Q,  What  affidavits  have  you  copied? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember,  if  i 
you  put  it  positively  that  way.  if  I  saw  the  affidavits,  I  could  ' 
probably  say  whether  I  copied  them. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  any  particular  affidavits  you  copied? — 
A.  Not  at  this  moment;  I  can  not  give  you  the  names. 

Q.  Not  a  single  one?-^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  all  occurred  within  a  few  weeks? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  affidavits? — A.  The  affidavits  Mr.  Lilley 
brought  in. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  to  make  copies  of  them? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
believe  so. 

Q.  Did  he  authorize  you  to  give  copies  to  the  newspapers?— A. 
One  or  two  of  them — I  believe  he  made  that  specific  statement. 

Q.  What  ones? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  the  names]  of  any  of  the 
affidavits.    If  you  give  me  the  names  I  could  probably  identify  them. 

Q.  Do  you  expect  me  to  be  a  mind  reader,  ir  you  can  not  remember 
the  names  that  you  copied  a  few  weeks  ago  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember 
that  I  copied  it;  the  typewriter  may  have  Copied  it. 
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Q.  You  do  not  remember  whether  you  copied  any? — A.  I  prob- 
ably have. 
Q.  What  ones  did  you  copy? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  Did  you  copy  any  that  you  have  not  given  out?— A.  Not  that 
I  know  of. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  not  call  up  newspaper  men  by  telephone  and  tell 
them  that  you  had  something  for  them? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  any 
such  incident. 
Q.  Not  a  single  incident  of  that  kind? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Neither  a  Connecticut  newspaper  man  nor  anybody  else? — 
A.  Mr.  Wallmo  has  called  me  up  and  asked  me  for  thmgs  from  time 
to  time;  he  may  have  asked  me  if  we  had  anything,  and  I  may  have 
told  him  to  come  aroimd  later;  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  call  him  up?— A.  Do  you  mean  on  my  own  initia 
tivel 

Q.  I  do  not  care  whose  ioitiative  that  was;  did  you  call  him  up? — 
A.  I  called  him  up,  Mr.  Wallmo,  a  good  many  times;  yes,  sir. 

Q>  At  whose  initiative  was  it?— A.  Well,  Mr.  Wallmo  asked  me 
if  we  had  any  news.  He  comes  around  once  or  twice  a  day,  perhaps, 
with  Mr.  Spencer.  I  would  tell  him  to  come  in  later,  and  he  asked 
me  to  let  hun  know  when  I  had  it  ready,  and  I  would  call  him  up. 

Q.  You  did  call  him  up  and  tell  him  you  had  something? — A.  Yes; 
I  probably  did.  >rt 

Q.  Why  was  it  that  you  did  not  remember  anything  of  the  kind 
at  all!  Inow,  I  will  ask  you  more  specifically  about  Mr.  Hay.  Did 
not  Mr.  Hay  call  you  up  or  you  call  him  up  ? — ^A.  Who  is  Mr.  Hay, 
may  I  ask? 

Q.  Mr.  Hay  is  correspondent  of  the  Washington  Times.  A.  I  do 
not  remember  having  seen  Mr.  Hay  in  our  oflRce. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  whether  he  was  in  your  office.  Did  you  leave 
some  papers  for  him  in  an  envelope  and  tell  him  he  would  get  it  if 
he  woula  come  to  your  office? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember;  I  may  have 
done  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  one  time  that  this  committee  took  a  recess 
until  Tuesday,  March  31  ?  Now,  to  change  the  subject,  Mr.  Lilley 
went  on  to  Connecticut  at  that  time,  did  he  not?  Do  you  remember 
▼hen  he  returned? — A,  I  think  it  was  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  morn- 
ing—will you  tell  me  the  day  of  the  week  of  March  31  ? 

Q.  March  19  was  Thursday. — A.  I  remember  Mr.  Lilley's  being 
away  one  time  for  three  or  four  days. 

Q.  That  is  the  time;  we  put  the  hearing  over  a  little  later  on  his 
account.  Now  I  will  ask  you  if  you  do  not  remember  while  Mr. 
LUley  was  absent  you  gave  out  some  matter ?-^A.  Yes;  I  do  recall. 
Q.  What  was  it? — ^A.  There  were  certain  exhibits  that  were  in  the 
District  court,  which  I  secured  copies  of,  in  the  local  court.  I  believe 
in  the  case  of  Senator  M.  C.  Butler — Shelly,  Butler  &  Martin.  I 
do  not  remember  the  other  part  of  the  case.  There  were  certain 
exhibits  and  testimony  which  had  been  sworn  to,  as  I  understood, 
and  admitted  as  evidence. 

Q.  Admitted  as  evidence  where? — A.  In  that  case,  showing  that 
Senator  Butler  had  received  $12,266.66,  I  believe,  from  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  or  the  Holland  Boat  Company,  and  he  had  taken 
the  check,  as  I  understood  it,  and  cashed  it,  and  the  other  two  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  had  never  received  their  share,  and  they  were  filing  a 
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complaint  and  suing  to  recover  what  they  were  claiming  was  their 

gortion  of  that  remuneration  from  the  Electric  or  the  Holland  Boat 
ompanv. 

(J.  Who  told  you  about  that  case? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember;  I 
think  Mr.  Fahy,  of  the  Times,  told  me. 

Q.  How  do  you  spell  that  name? — ^A.  F-a-h-y. 

Q.  What  Times? — ^A.  Washington  Times. 

Q.  Who  told  you  about  the  case? — A.  I  could  not  say  definit<ely. 
I  remember  his  mentioning  the  case;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
the  first  one  or  not. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  it  to  you  or  you  to  him? — ^A.  He  mentioned 
it  to  me. 

Q.  Who  else  told  you  about  the  case? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  how 
the  case  first  came  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Who  told  you  about  it  at  all  at  any  time? — A.  I  believe  that 
I  got  the  information  somewhere  that  this  case  was  pending  b^ore 
the  District  court  and  that  there  was  some  stuff  in  it  relative  to  Mr. 
Butler. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  that  information? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember 
where  it  did  come  from. 

Q.  You  can  remember  somebody  from  whom  you  got  it  I — ^A.  I 
know  I  talked  with  the  attorney,  the  attorney  was  Mr.  Poe.  He 
had  the  case  in  charge. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Poe? — ^A.  He  was  the  one  I 
was  directed  to. 

Q.  Who  directed  you  to  him? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  How  was  it  that  you  remembered  Mr.  Poe  and  do  not  remem- 
ber the  name  of  the  man  who  directed  you  to  him? — ^A.  Because  I 
went  and  saw  Mr.  Poe.  The  name  struck  me  as  being  similar  to 
Edgar  Allan  Poe.     That  is  the  way. 

^.  Can't  you  remember  some  literarv  character  whose  name  re- 
minds you  of  the  name  of  the  man  who  directed  you  to  the  man 
whose  name  resembles  Edgar  Allan  Poe? — ^A.  He  said  his  firm  was 
trying  the  case. 

Q.  Who  said  so? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  Mr. 
Fahy,  or  not.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  learned  in  the  Times  office 
that  this  case  was  there  or  where  he  got  the  information. 

3.  I  am  not  asking  where  he  got  the  information.  I  am  trying  to 
out  where  you  got  it. — A.  I  remember  Mr.  Fahy  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Where? — ^A.  In  our  office,  I  beUeve. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Fahy? — A.  Since  last  November;  I 
believe  it  was  the  1st  of  December. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  meet  him  then? — ^A.  He  walked  into  our 
oflSice  in  the  Capitol  and  inquired  for  news,  said  he  was  looking  for  any 
news;  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  give  liim  any  stories. 

Q.  On  what  subject? — ^A.  He  did  not  seem  to  know  at  that  time 
what  he  did  want. 

Q.  Was  your  office  sort  of  a  news  center? — ^A.  As  far  as  I  know,  he 
was  going  around  looking  over  the  Capitol.  Mr.  Fahy  was  acquainted 
with  some  newspaper  men  in  Waterbury,  and  I  suppose  he  had  come 
aroimd  to  call  incidentally. 

Q.  Who  is  the  man  in  Waterbury;  do  you  happen  to  remember  his 
name? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Fahy  is  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Cnapin,  of  the  Water- 
bury American. 
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Q.  He  writes  for  the  Waterbury  American? — A.  If  I  understand  it, 
Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Wallmo  have  the  exclusive  business  for  the 
Wateroury  American  here. 

Q.  Then  it  was  not  for  the  Waterbury  American? — A.  I  believe 
Mr.  Fahy  is  correspondent  for  the  Journal  and  Courier  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  some  Boston  papers. 

Q.  Who  is  the  corresponaent  of  the  Waterbury  Republican?— -A.  I 
do  not  know,  unless  they  subscribe  to  some  press  bureau — Associated 
Press. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  do  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q-  Did  you  ever  write  for  them? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
Q.  Not  to  your  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  wrote  for  them. 
Q.  Have  you  written  unconsciously  for  them? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Mr.  Fahy,  you  say,  did  write  for  some  Connecticut  paper? — ^A. 
He  is  the  correspondent  of  the  Journal  and  Courier,  I  understand;  I 
am  not  certain. 

Q.  Then  the  other  two  gentlemen  do  not,  as  you  indicated  a  while 
ago,  have  a  monopoly  of  the  Connecticut  papers? — A.  I  believe  I 
referred  to  the  Waterbury  American  when  I  said  monopoly.     There  is 
another  one  in  Hartford  I  forgot  to  mention,  Mr.  Hallan. 
Q.  Any  more? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Any  Connecticut  newspaper  men  in  the  room  at  present? — ^A. 
Here  is  lir.  Spencer. 

Q.  What  paper  does  he  represent? — A.  I  only  know  the  Waterbury 
American. 

Q.  He  is  the  Mr.  Spencer  whom  you  have  spoken  about? — A.  He  is 
the  Mr.  Spencer. 

Q.  What  information  did  you  furnish  Mr.  Spencer? — ^A.  He  has 
been  almost  a  daily  visitor  at  the  room.  I  could  not  say  what  infor- 
mation I  have  ^ven  him.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  has  had 
copies  of  these  affidavits;  but  if  any  newspaper  men  have  had,  then  he 
has  probably  gotten  copies  of  the  affidavits,  any  affidavits  that  news- 
paper men  have  had. 

Q.  You  gave  him  all  the  information  you  had  when  he  came  for  it, 
did  you  not?— A.  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean. by  that  question. 

Q*  It  is  a  very  plain  question. — ^A.  I  gave  him  certain  information. 
If  I  had  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  and  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  perfectly  welcome  to  the  copy,  if  I  had  a  carbon  copy. 
Q.  You  gave  it  out  sometimes  before  it  came  to  the  committee,  too, 
did  you  not?— A.  As  I  understand,  in  the  case  of  these  affidavits 
before  the  District  court,  they  have  never  been  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  know  of  no  other  affidavit  or  anything  that  has  been  given 
to  the  pubhc  before  it  came  to  the  committee. 

Q.  Tjien  you  did  give  that  to  Mr.  Hay  while  Mr.  Lilley  was  away? — 
A  1  do  not  know  Mr.  Hay. 

Q.  I  do  not  care  whether  you  know  him ;  you  left  that  in  an  envel- 
ope for  him? — A.  Not  that  1  know  of. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  a  Htttle  while  ago,  then?  Whom  did  you 
give  it  to? — ^A.  This  Associated  Press  man,  as  I  remember  it. 

Q-  Did  not  give  it  to  anyone  else? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having 
given  it. 

Q.  Let  us  go  back  to  Mr.  Fahy.     It  was  upon  Mr.  Fahy's  direction 
you  went  to  see  Mr.  Poe? — ^A.  tdo  not  remember. 
Q.  What? — ^A.  I  think  so;  I  could  not  be  positive  as  to  that. 
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Q.  'WTio  else  gave  you  direction  on  the  subject? — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember  any. 

Q.  Whom  else  did  you  talk  with  on  the  subject? — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember.  I  went  to  the  District  court  and  saw  the  clerk,  who  at 
first  could  not  locate  it;  he  said  the  case  was  pending  and  it  was 
before  the  justice;  I  would  have  to  wait  and  see  Mr.  Lemon,  the 
assistant  clerk. 

Q.  Let  us  recall  the  conversation  before  you  went  there. — A.  I  do 
not  reinember  the  conversation. 

Q.  Never  talked  to  anybody  about  it  but  Mr.  Fahy? — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember  any  person  having  any  conversation  at  all  in  reference  to 
exhibits  except  Mr.  Fahy. 

Q.  Why  should  you,  a  Con^essman's  secretary,  be  bothering 
yourself  about  the  court  records  in  Washington? — ^A.  I  had  read  'Sir. 
butler's  testimony,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  that  point  sort  of  upset 
Mr.  Butler's  testimony.  He  had  testified  under  oath  only  nine  or 
ten  months  ago  that  these  exhibits  and  affidavits  were  entirely  for- 

fotten  by  him  at  the  time  he  testified;  they  were  entirely  forgotten, 
[e  admitted  them  all  eight  or  nine  months  ago,  the  items  and  every- 
thing, the  exhibits.  It  seemed  to  me  very  strange  that  he  could  not 
remember  those  when  they  had  been  such  an  important  point  in  the 
case  pending  that  he  had  matter  of  charge  of  $12,000;  it  seemed  to 
me  he  ought  to  remember  those  in  the  testimony. 

Q.  That  is  quite  a  liberal  number  of  things  that  you  think  Mr. 
Butler  ought  to  have  remembered  after  a  lapse  of  nine  months.  Will 
you  try  to  remember  something  that  occurred  within  a  shorter  period, 
namely,  the  conversation  of  different  people  which  led  you  to  go  to 
the  court  records  to  examine  them? — A.  1  do  not  recall  any  others 
beside  Mr.  Fahy. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Mr.  Lilley  about  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber aiiy  conversation  before  he  returned. 

Q.  Before  he  returned  or  after  he  returned,  what  conversation 
did  you  have? — A.  Well,  he  reprimanded  me  after  his  return  for 
having  let  that  go  to  the  press. 


Q.  Did  he  discharge  you? — ^A.  No,  sir. 


What  did  he  say  to  you  before  he  went  away? — A.  Li  refer- 
ence to  ^ving  news  to  the  press? 

Q.  With  reference  to  giving  this  information  in  this  case? — ^A.  I  do 
not  remember  that  he  said  anything. 

Q.  Try  to  remember. — A.  I  do  not  remember  having  a  conversation 
with  regard  to  that  before  his  return. 

Q.  When  did  you  and  Mr.  Fahy  have  this  talk  about  it? — ^A.  You 
say  he  left  on  Tnursday 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  Mr.  Lilley,  I  am  talking  about  Mr. 
Fahy. — A.  I  understood  you  to  say  Mr.  Lilley  left  on  Thursday, 
March  19 ;  I  do  not  remember  the  dates  except  as  you  have  given  them 
to  me ;  perhaps  it  was  Friday  or  Saturday. 

Q.  Perhaps  it  was  and  perhaps  it  was  not.  I  want  to  find  out 
when  it  was. — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  which  date  it  was. 

Q.  Before  Mr.  Lilley  went  away?-^A.  After  he  went  away. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Butler  testify? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Butler  testified  before  you  went  to 
the  court  record? — A.  No;  I  did  not. 
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Q.  How  do  you  know  whether  he  did  or  not? — A.  I  know  I  had 
read  his  testimony  in  the  newspapers  before  I  went  there. 
Q.  When  did  you  read  it?— A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  What  paper? — A.  I  do  not  remember  what  paper,  I  remember 
his  testunon^r  preceding. 

Q.  I  will  give  you  something  else  to  gauge  by.  How  loi^  after  Mr. 
Butler  testified  was  it  that  Mr.  Fahy  told  you  this? — ^A.  1  have  just 
stated  that  I  do  not  remember  the  date  of  Mr.  Butler's  testimony  at 
all,  except  as  it  came  to  my  attention  in  the  printed  reports. 

Q.  What  sort  of  printed  report,  then,  when  did  you  read  it? — ^A.  I 
haven't  it  before  me;  I  can  not  tell. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  think  it  is  sin^lar  Mr.  Butler  should  not,  nine 
months  ago? — ^A.  That  is  a  case  of  Mr.  Butler's  that  is  still  pending. 
Q.  This  investigation  is  still  pending,  and  you  are  still  pending,  and 
you  can  not  remember  things  that  nappened  three  or  four  weeks 
ago? — ^A.  I  did  not  expect  to  be  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  or  I  would 
have  made  memoranda. 

Q.  That  does  not  malce  any  difference  in  your  telling  us  the  whole 
truth? — ^A.  It  would  assist  my  memory  if  I  would  put  down  memo- 
randa of  things. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  if  you  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Fahy 
at  all  it  was  before  Mr.  Lilley  went  away  ?— A.  No,  sir;  I  know  noth- 
ing of  the  kind. 

Q.  How  do  you  remember  that,  then? — ^A.  I  can  simply  gather 
from  the  information  that  you  have  given  me  that  Mr.  Lilley  went 
away  and  Senator  Butler's  testimony  which  came  out;  it  must  have 
been  after  Mr.  Lilley  went  away.  You  said  that  he  went  away  on  Thurs- 
dav,  as  I  remember  it,  and  I  gave  the  Associated  Press  man  these 
exliibits  on  the  following  Monday  or  Tuesday;  I  think  it  was  Monday 
morning  I  gave  them,  and  it  was  a  day  or  two  before  that  1  got  the 
information  and  looked  up  the  matter. 

Q.  By  whose  orders?    By  whose  orders  did  you  give  them  to  the 
newspapers? — ^A.  I  have  just  said  it  was  on  my  own  initiative;  Mr. 
Lilley  reprimanded  me  for  haying  done  it. 
Q.  To  whom  else  did  you  talk  aoout  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  Try  to  remember. — A.  I  may  have  told  other  newspaper  men 
about  it;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  know  Senator  Thurston,  do  you  not  ? — ^A.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  him. 
Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  anything  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Never  had  any  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Either  before  or  after  the  obtaining  of  the  information  from  the 
court?— A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Neff?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ever  have  any  conversation  with  him? — A.  After  Mr.  Lilley's 
return  I  beUeve  I  met  him  one  time,  and  he  wanted  to  know  wny 
I  had  given  those  affidavits  out. 

Q.  He  waited  until  after  Mr.  Lilley's  return  before  he  asked  you  ? — 
A.  I  do  not  remember  those  dates;  Mr.  Lilley  may  have  come  back 
twenty-four  hours  before  or  after  Neff  saw  me;  I  can  not  remember; 
I  can  not  place  the  dates. 

Q.  All  you  remember  is  that  it  was  while  Mr.  Lilley  was  away? — 
A.  It  was  while  Mr.  Lilley  was  away. 
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Q.  How  do  you  remember  that  and  not  remember  anything  else? — 
A.  He  has  only  been  away  twice,  I  believe,  and  I  would  naturallj 
remember  the  fact  that  he  was  away,  and  that  he  reprimanded  me 
after  his  return. 

Q.  In  whose  interests  did  you  think  you  were  giving  that  matter 
to  the  newspapers? — A.  I  thought  in  the  interests  of  the  investiga- 
tion. Mr.  Butler  had  come  to  the  stand,  and,  as  I  imderstood  it, 
these  facts * 

Q.  So  that  your  only  motive  was  to  assist  in  the  investigation? — 
A.  As  I  understand  it,  Mr.  lilley  had  initiated  the  investigation, 
and  incidentally  to  assist  him. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  occur  to  you,  incidentally,  that  the  committee  Tnigfit  be 
interested  in  having  information  bearmg  on  the  subject? — A.  l^o,  sir; 
that  did  not  occur  to  me. 

Q.  Are  you  a  stenographer? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  stenographer? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  typewriter?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  stenographer  at  all  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  typewriter  work  have  you  done  with  reference  to  this 
investigation? — A.  I  believe  I  typewrote  the  original  resolution,  and 
perhaps  some  of  the  affidavits. 

Q.  You  mean  you  made  copies  of  them  from  the  original  ? — ^A.  Why, 
if  there  has  been  anything  that  Mr.  Lilley  wanted  prepared  at  the 
time  I  was  in  the  office  I  probably  did  it,  but  I  can  not  remember 
what.     Then  I  prepared  some  questions  and  data  in  Mr.  Neff's  office. 

Q.  In  the  Colorado  Building? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yes;  assisted  Mr.  Neff  in  getting  them  out,  didn't  you?  What 
kind  of  a  machine  do  you  operate  ? — A.  We  have  the  Underwood  type- 
writer. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — ^A.  Why,  Mr.  Lilley  has  an  Under- 
wood machine  in  his  office  at  216. 

Q.  That  is  the  one  you  use  in  Mr.  Lilley 's  office? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  any  at  the  hotel? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  do  any  typewriting  at  the  hotel? — ^A.  I  never  have 
done  any. 

Q.  You  did  assist  Mr.  Neff  in  his  office  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  typewriter  did  you  use  there? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 
I  think  it  is  a  Smith;  1  am  not  sure;  it  has  the  same  keyboard. 

O.  As  what? — ^A.  As  I  understand,  there  is  a  standard  keyboard 
within  two  or  three  characters  on  machines  that  are  on  the  market. 

Q.  Mr.  Neff  has  only  one  kind  of  a  machine  in  his  office  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not  remember  whether  he  has — he  has  two  machines;  I  don't  remem- 
ber the  other  kind.     One  he  has  laid  aside. 

Q.  You  wrote  sometimes  on  one  machine  and  sometimes  on  the 
other? — A.  I  think  I  have  typewritten  on  both  of  them. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Lilley  offered  bills  or  resolutions,  did  you  prepare  or 
typewrite  them  ?---A.  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  I  show  you  a  file  of  bills  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  has  lUst 
left  here,  and  ask  you  which  ones  you  wrote  ? — ^A.  It  is  my  recollec- 
tion I  wrote  all  of  these  [referring  to  certain  papers],  and  I  am  not  cei^ 
tain  as  to  these  others. 

Q.  A  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Lieut.  Byron  Bradford; 
a  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Capt.  George  W.  Child;  a 
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bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Henry  M.  Gaunt :  a  bill  grant- 
ing an  increase  of  pension  to  Romanzo  A.  Nichols;  a  bill  grantmg  an 

increase  of  pension  to  Lydia  E.  Sherman A.  Just  a  minute.     If 

you  wish  me  to  positively  swear  that  I  typewrote  all  those  I  can  not 
do  that.    This  is  just  my  recollection. 

Q.  A  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Anna  Schneider;  a  bill 
granting  an  mcrease  of  pension  to  Andrew  C.  Barry;  a  bill  granting 
an  increase  of  pension  to  Edwin  W.  Braman;  a  bill  granting  an 
increase  of  pension  to  Michael  Kavanaugh;  a  bill  granting  an  increase 
of  pension  to  Henry  M.  Prindle ;  a  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion to  John  M.  Gallagher;  a  bill  wanting  an  increase  of  pension  to 
Francis  Hoey;  a  paper  entitled  .House  resolution  255,  mtroduced 
by  Mr.  Lilley  for  reference  to  Committee  on  Rules,  being  the  resolu- 
tion with  reference  to  the  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
etc.;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rose  B.  Armour;  a  bill  granting  a  pension 
to  soldiers  and  sailors  who  are  incapacitated  for  the  performance  of 
manual  labor  and  providing  for  pension  to  widows,  minor  children, 
and  dependent  parents;  a  bill  Ranting  an  increase  in  pension  to 
F.  L.  Bayliss;  a  oill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Dora  K.  Fla- 
herty; a  bill  panting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Mary  Spilane;  a  bill 
granting  an  mcrease  of  pension  to  James  H.  Sutherland;  a  bill 
granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William  H.  Wilson;  a  bill  Ranting 
an  increase  of  pension  to  Charles  C.  Jones;  a  bill  granting  an  mcrease 
of  pension  to  MarvE.  Pierce;  a  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension 
to  Carlos  Dart ;  a  bill  granting  an  increase  or  pension  to  John  Fagin ; 
a  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Francis  Bomaur ;  a  bill  grant- 
ing an  increase  of  pension  to  John  G.  Homan;  a  bill  granting  an 
increase  of  pension  to  James  C.  Jennings;  a  bill  granting  an  increase 
of  pension  to  Harry  A.  Willard ;  a  bill  granting  an  increase  of  pension 
to  Benjamin  Kelsev.  Those  you  think  you  did  the  typewnting? — 
A.  That  is  my  recoUection. 

Q.  What  aoout  those  two  others? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  those. 

Q.  They  are  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  of  a  public  building  at 
Winsted,  Conn.,  and  a  bill  for  the  location  of  a  buildmg  at  Naugatuck, 
Conn.  ?— A.  I  think  those  were  undoubtedly  some.  I  am  not  certain 
about  that.  I  think  they  were  in  our  desk  from  last  year,  except  that 
one.  This  bill  must  have  been  kept  over  from  last  year;  both  of  them 
kept  over. 

Q.  They  were  bills  kept  over  from  last  year,  and  you  were  the 
secretary  then  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  was  the  secretary  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  don^t 
know. 

Q.  Leaving  House  bills  4821  and  4822  out  of  the  question,  where 
did  you  do  the  tvpe writing  on  these  other  bills  and  resolutions? — A. 
Those  look  as  though  they  had  all  been  done  on  my  Underwood 
maehine. 

Q.  Where? — A.  Capitol  building;  the  new  Office  Building,  I  think. 

Q.  In  your  room?     What  is  the  number  of  it  ? — A.  It  is  now  216. 

Q.  This  House  resolution  266  reads  as  follows: 

Refohrd,  That  a  special  committee  of  five  Members  of  the  House  be  appointed  by 
the  Speaker  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  of  New  Jersey 
Md  their  predecessor,  the  Holland  Boat  (^ompany,  respecting  the  methods  employed 
bv  «i(l  company  in  connection  with  past  and  proposed  legislation  before  Congress: 
rrovided.  That  said  committee  may  employ  a  stenographer  and  one  clerk  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
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B,  and  adminifiter  oaths,  and  that  the  expenses  incurred  hereunder  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House,  on  vouchers  prepared  by  the  chairman 
of  said  committee:  Provided  further,  That  said  committee  shaU  report  their  finding 
to  this  House  at  such  time  as  said  investigation  may  have  been  concluded. 

Q.  When  did  you  write  that,  Mr.  Webster? — ^A.  That  was  several 
days  before  it  was  put  in.  It  was  introduced  on  a  Thursday,  I  beliere. 
It  was  introduced  two  or  three  days  after. 

Q.  February  20,  1908? — ^A.  Introduced  two  or  three  days  before; 
possibly  that  copy  may  have  been  written  that  morning,  I  do  not 
remember  what  date  that  was. 

Q.  Did  you  make  other  copies? — ^A.  As  I  remember  it,  Mr.  Lilley 
changed  the  wording  two  or  tnree  times.  I,  of  course,  corrected  the 
proof  and  the  final  copy  I  prepared  to  go  into  the  House.  I  think 
that  was  made  on  Thursday  morning,  as  1  remember  it. 

Q.  When  did  vou  first  see  a  proof  of  a  resolution  of  this  character  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Lilley  told  me  to  draw  up  a  resolution  of  that  nature,  outlining 
the  types,  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  When  did  you  do  that? — ^A.  As  I  remember  it,  he  left  for  Con- 
necticut and  was  gone  two  days.  That  was  on  the  Friday  or  Satur- 
day, the  week  before.  It  may  possibly  have  been  a  Uttle  longer  than 
that;  perhaps  about  the  13th  of  February.  Mr.  Lilley  outlined  what 
he  wanted,  and  said,  **Draw  up  a  resolution  to  that  effect." 

Q.  You  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  drawing  resolutions, 
have  you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  This  is  the  firet  one  you  ever  drew? — ^A.  I  think  it  was;  yes,  sir, 
I  went  to  the  House  document  room  and  secured  four  or  five  copies 
of  different  resolutions.  Mr.  Lilley  originally  dictated  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  but  he  chang^  that;  that  was  the  change  I 
beUeve.  He  preferred  to  change  it  so  as  to  have  it  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules. 

Q.  When  did  he  do  that,  before  or  after  b©  went  to  Connecticut? — 
A.  As  I  remember,  when  he  returned  from  Connecticut,  I  had  the 
resolution  drawn  up  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs — 
that  is,  as  he  dictated  it  or  outlined  it  to  me. 

Q.  To  whom  did  he  dictate  it? — ^A.  To  me. 

(J.  You  are  not  a  stenographer? — ^A.  I  can  fill  in  incidental  prepo- 
sitions, and  so  forth.     I  took  down  what  he  wanted  me  to  draw  up. 

Q.  Took  it  stenographically? — ^A.  No,  sir;  abbreviated  Englisn. 

Q.  Did  you  preserve  your  notes? — ^A.  No,  sir;  they  were  just  made 
on  a  piece  of  scrap  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  preserve  the  scraps  of  paper? — ^A.  No,  sir;  it  never 
occurred  to  me  that  they  would  be  wanted  again;  just  cast  them  into 
the  wastebasket. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  resolution  did  Mr.  Lilley  tell  you  to  draw? — 
A.  As  I  remember  it,  he  wanted  a  resolution  to  investigate  the  Hol- 
land Boat  Company  for  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  wanted  me  to  get  some  bills  that  were  precedents  in  the  document 
room,  and  I  got  several.  I  remember  one  of  them  was  one  of  Hob- 
son's  joint  resolutions 

Q.  One  of  what? — ^A,  One  of  the  resolutions  I  got  there.  I  looked 
in  the  Congressional  Record  and  foimd  out  what  resolutions  had  been 
introduced  and  called  for  them  to  get  the  proper  form. 

Q.  Is  that  the  joint  resolution,  the  one  you  prepared  [handing  reso- 
lution to  witness]  ? — ^A.  I  also  prepared  a  joint  resolution  at  the  same 
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time  which  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  the  other  day.  At  that  time  he 
expected  the  naval  bill  to  come  up  earUer,  and  also  prepared  a  joint 
resolution  to  introduce  to  have  the  President  appoint  a  commission. 

Q.  When  was  that?^ — A.  That  was  at  the  same  time;  he  outlined 
the  two  of  them  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  he  wanted  to  investigate  about  the  Holland 
Boat  Company  or  Electric  Boat  Companj? — A.  I  had  heard  him  in 
several  conversations  speak  of  the  practices  of  these  people — repre- 
hensible practices. 

Q.  With  whom  was  he  talking  in  this  conversation? — ^A.  I  believe 
a  conversation  in  Waterburv  on  the  subject  with  me. 

Q.  With  whom?— A.  With  me. 

Q.  With  whom  else? — ^A.  None  others  that  I  know  of — that  is,  he 
may  have  mentioned  it  to  others,  but  no  one  in  my  presence. 

Q.  He  took  your  side  and  got  your  judgment  on  the  matter? — 
A.  No;  he  was  giving  me  information,  1  suppose,  of  the  way  things 
were  done  down  here. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  to  provide  that  the  resolution  should  inves- 
tigate?— ^A.  He  said, '  'Make  it  go  clear  back  so  as  to  take  in  the  Hol- 
land people,"  as  I  remembered  it.  He  told  me  he  did  not  know  what 
time  the  merger  took  place  of  the  Holland  into  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany, and  he  told  me  to  put  in  both  companies,  as  I 'remember  it^  so 
as  to  be  sure  to  cover  both  of  them,  because  their  improper  practices 
ran  back  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  he  wanted  to  be  sure  to  cover  both 
companies. 

Q.  So  that  if  he  missed  anything  of  recent  date  he  would  catch 
something  farther  back? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  what  his  purpose 
was,  but  that  is  as  he  dictated  it  to  me 

S.  What  was  the  resolution  to  provide? — A.  It  was  to. provide,  as  I 
erstood  it,  Mr.  Lilley  expected  at  that  time — well,  I. don't  know 
as  he  had  any  expectation  at  the  time  he  had  it  for  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  he  expected  the  Naval  Affairs  Commit- 
tee to  investigate  it,  or  at  least  that  is  the  way  he  gave  it  to  me. 
He  dictated  and  outUned  the  general  plan  to  mvestigate  the  Hol- 
land and  Electric  Boat  companies,  their  past  methocS  and  present 
methods  in  securing  legislation,  and  it  was  after  his  return  that  he 
changed  it  and  had  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  That  is,  changed 
the  reference  and  that  changed  the  wording.  I  believe  I  had  in  the 
original  draft  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Q.  In  the  body  of  the  draft?— A.  In  the  body  of  the  resolution,  I 
bcheve,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  appeared  somewhere. 

Q.  Then  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  that  one  change  in  the  body  of  the  draft  referring  it,  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  was  not  of  your  own  motion?— 
A  Not  at  my  own;  no.  sir.    Mr.  Lilley  suggested  that. 

Q.  So  in  redrafting  tne  resolution  you  provided  in  the  resolution  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  instead  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  I  believe  is  the  change. 

Q.  And  in  drawing  the  final  copy  that  is  why  in  the  resolution  you 
referred  to^  the  Committee  on  Rules  instead  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley  made  some  corrections,  as  I  remember 
it,  in  the  rough  draft  and  the  result  of  the  typewritten  copy  of  cor- 
rections. 
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Q.  I  ask  you  the  question  whether  that  is  the  reason  why  in  the 
final  copy  you  provided  in  the  resolution  for  the  Committee  on  Rules 
instead  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  As  I  remember  it, 
Mr.  Lilley  remarked  he  wanted  that  resolution  reported  and  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  in  the  Committtee  on  Naval  AfiPairs,  so  he 
changed  it.  . 

Q.  (Last  question  read  as  follows:)  I  ask  you  the  (question  whether 
that  is  the  reason  why  in  the  final  copy  you  provided  m  the  resolution 
for  the  Committee  on  Rules  instead  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  preserve  any  of  the  earlier  drafts  of  the  resolution  i — 
A.  i  don't  know  that  there  are  any  in  the  office.  I  probably  tossed 
them  into  the  w^astebasket. 

Q.  Might  you  not  be  mistaken  that  you  drew  the  one  that  was 
offered  at  all? — A.  That  resolution  you  have  in  your  hand? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir;  I  took  it  to  the  House  myself,  as  I  remember 
it  now.  I  typewrote  that  and  took  it  to  the  House  about  half  past 
1  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Q.  Where  did  you  typewrite  it? — A.  In  room,  as  it  is  now  called, 
216,  House  Office  Buildmg. 

Q.  On  what  typewriter ^— A.  Underwood  tvpewriter. 

Q.  The  one  that  is  there  now?^ — A.  Well,  there  has  been  a  change. 
The  time  the  clerk  gave  us  new  machines,  we  had  a  new  machine  put 
in.     It  was  the  same  machine,  same  style,  same  type,  and  everything. 

Q.  When  was  the  new  machine  put  in? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
the  date;  some  time  since  Christmas. 

Q.  Since  February  20?— A.  I  could  not  say. 

S.  Was  the  old  machine  worn  out? — A.  I  believe  it  was  pretty 
worn. 

Q.  Is  this  made  on  the  old  machine  or  the  new  one? — ^A.  I  do  not 
believe  any  type  were  broken;  I  could  not  say;  the  only  way  I  can 
identify  typewriting  once  in  a  while  if  the  top  of  a  "d"  or  "p"  is 
broken  on. 

Q.  Was  it  made  on  the  same  machine  on  which  you  typewrote  the 
other  bills  and  resolutions  ?— A.  It  is  made  on  an  Underwood  No.  3 
machine.  It  is  either  the  one  we  have  in  our  office  to-day  or  the  old 
one  we  had.  ' 

Q.  What  became  of  the  old  one? — ^A.  We  sent  that  to  Waterbury. 
Those  that  were  made  before  Christmas  and  dated,  they  were  made 
on  the  other  machine. 

3.  What  date  did  you  send  the  machine  to  Waterbury? — ^A.  I 
d  not  say  that.  That  will  probably  show  in  the  United  States 
Express  receipts. 

Q.  You  think  you  wrote  this  on  the  same  day  it  was  offered, 
on  the  20th? — A.  That  is  my  recollection;  I  am  not  certain  about 
that  copy.  My  recollection  is  that  I  wrote  that  final  copy  you  have 
in  your  hand.  If  that  is  the  one  that  was  presented  to  the  House,  I 
wrote  it  an  hour  or  two  before  it  went  in,  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Q.  I  will  call  your  attention  to — here  are  the  bills  relating  to  pen- 
sions for  John  M.  Gallagher,  Henry  M.  Prindle,  Edwin  M.  Braman, 
and  Francis  Hoey,  all  appear  to  have  been  offered  on  Februaiy  19, 
that  is  the  date  preceding  the  introduction  of  the  resolution.  You 
say  they  were  written  on  the  old  or  new  machine? — ^A.  I  could  not 
tell  you  the  difference,  the  same  color  of  ribbon  and  everythmg  on 
the  new  machine 
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Q.  You  can  tell  whether  it  is  the  old  type ;  here  is  one  introduced 
March  4. — A.  That  is  undoubtedly  written  on  the  new  macliine, 
March  4.  I  think  it  was  since  the  1st  of  March;  that  is,  I  think  on 
the  1st  of  March  we  had  the  new  machine. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  it,  then? — A.  I  think  you  can  ascertain  that 
from  Mr.  Browning.  I  think  he  has  a  record  of  it,  the  Underwood 
people.  I  sent  down  a  sample  of  typewriting,  the  same  ribbon  and 
everything  on  the  old  machine. 

Q.  Sent  it  where?— A.  To  the  Underwood  people  and  asked  them 
for  the  same  machine,  same  style  of  type  and  riboon, 

Q.  You  sent  it  down  to  them? — A.  On  the  order  I  submitted  to 
Mr.  Browning  for  the  machine  I  sent  this  sample. 

Q.  When  did  you  send  that  order? — A.  I  may  have  made  a  copy 
in  the  letter  book;  I  do  not  remember  the  date.  The  Underwood 
people  probably  have  a  memorandum  of  that. 

Q.  Now,  there  are  dates  on  those  bills,  introduced  February  18 — 
four,  I  think — February  19,  and  here  is  one  March  4.  That  is  both 
sides  of  February  20.  Were  they  all  written  on  the  same  machine? — 
A.  I  could  not  say.     Of  course  we  may  have  changed  the  ribbon. 

Q.  That  would  not  change  the  machine? — A.  I  could  not  differ- 
entiate in  the  type. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  jou  to  differentiate  in  the  tvpe;  I  am  asking 
you  about  which  machine  you  wrote  that  on. — ^A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  How  often  did  you  change  machines  in  your  office? — A.  As  I 
remember,  I   changed   machines   once;  we   received   an   additional 
machine. 
Q.  When  was  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Have  you  any  way  of  finding  out? — A.  I  have  just  said  perhaps 
Mr.  Browning  would  kiiow;  the  Underwood  people  would  probably 
know.  They  have  a  memorandum  of  the  date  they  left  the  machine 
there  and  the  date  they  sent  their  man  in  to  change  it. 

Q.  These  are  bills  written  on  February  18? — ^A.  I  don't  know 
whether  they  were  written  on  February  18. 

Q.  These  four  bills  that  were  offered  on  February  19,  one  bill 
offered  February  18 — ^four  bills  offered  February  19  and  one  bill 
offered  March  4— they  were  either  written  on  your  old  machine  or 
the  new  machine? — A.  As  I  remember  it,  I  have  written  all  those  bills 
on  the  machine  we  have  in  the  desk.  They  were  all  written  at  the 
same  desk,  if  I  wrote  the  bills. 

0.  They  were  written  on  the  old  machine,  the  one  you  gave  in 
excnangei — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tnen  the  resoultion  was  written  on  one  or  the  other  of  those 
machines? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  was  written  on  the  same  machine  as  some  of  these 
bilk  I—A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  The  outside  and  inside  of  it  was  written  at  the  same  time  on  the 
8ame  day? — ^A.  As  I  remember,  they  were. 
Q.  On  the  same  machine? — ^A.  On  the  same  machine. 
Q.  To  whom  else  besides  Mr.  Lilley  did  you  submit  the  form  of 
the  draft? — A.  No  one. 

Q.  With  whom  else  did  you  talk  about  it? — ^A.  Wednesday  night, 
possibly,  I  may  have  mentioned  the  fact  to  Mr.  Wallmo  or  Mr. 
Spencer  that  Mr.  Lillev  would  submit  a  resolution,  that  he  might  go 
and  get  a  story  out  of  it. 
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Q.  That  was  the  day  before? — A.  Evening  before. 
^  Q.  Evening;  before  it  was  actually  introduced?     Did  you  speak  to 
him  earlier  than  that? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  mentioning 
the  fact  to  anyone. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Connecticut  with  Mr.  lilley  when  he  went  home 
at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  been  in  Connecticut  since  the 
1st  of  October. 

Q.  When  he  came  back  he  suggested  some  changes  in  it? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  sure  that  in  the  resolution  as  you  originally 
prepared  it  it  made  mention  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs?-- 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  it  was  in  piursuance  of  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lillev 
and  nobody  else  that  in  redrafting  it  and  m  writing  the  paper  whicK 
went  into  the  House,  which  we  have  here,  the  Naval  Aflfairs  Conunittee 
and  the  Committee  on  Rules  inserted  in  the  resolution  in  place  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  As  much  as  I  remember,  he 
wrote  it,  but  I  may  have  written  it  in  at  his  dictation. 

(J.  Then  you  had  some  draft  submitted  to  you? — ^A.  I  secured 
printed  copies  of  resolutions 

Q.  No;  I  mean  some  rough  draft  submitted  to  you  from  which  to 
prepare  a  resolution? — ^A.  In  the  original? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  just  dictated  what  he  wanted  in  the 
resolution. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  when  he  came  back  from  Connecticut 

A.  When  he  came  back  from  Connecticut  I  submitted  this  resolution 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  him. 

Q.  Did  he  not  have  a  draft  then,  when  he  got  back  from  Con- 
necticut, which  he  submitted  to  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  We  want  to  be  sure  whether  there  were  not  some  other  forms 
of  resolutions  fully  drafted  and  which  you  saw. — A.  I  never  saw  any 
such. 

Q.  This  one  is  the  only  one  finally,  a  completed  one,  that  you 
know  of? — A.  Why,  I  may  have  made  some  carbon  copies. 

Q.  That  would  just  be  copies  of  this? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  personally  carried  it  into  the  House? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
I  personally  carried  it  into  the  House. 

Q.  About  what  time? — A.  It  was  after  1  oVlock,  I  am  certain. 
I  do  not  remember  the  exact  hour. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it? — ^A.  I  gave  it  to  the  Doorkeeper  and 
asked  liim  to  hand  it  to  a  page  to  put  m  the  basket. 

Q.  And  you  learned  afterwards  that  it  had  been  put  in  the  basket  ?  — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Lillev  at  that  time? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley  was  in  the 
office,  I  believe,  when  I  left  the  office. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  House  that  day? — ^A.  I  could  not  say. 

O.  Did  you  leave  any  copies  or  this  resolution  with  Mr.  Lilley 
at  the  office  ?  — A.  I  may  nave  made  carbon  copies ;  I  do  not  remember. 
We  had  the  original  that  he  had  marked  over. 

Q.  Will  you  produce  one  of  those  carbon  copies? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  whetner  i  can.  I  can  look  in  the  office  and  see  if  there  are 
any  around,  but  I  generally  passed  them  away  after  they  were 
printed. 
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Q.  Did  you  throw  them  all  away? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  thrown  all 
the  papers  away  as  soon  as  the  resolution  was  printed. 

Q.  You  do  not  make  extra  copies  just  to  throw  away? — A.  I 
usually  make  an  extra  carbon  copy  of  anything  to  keep  for  reference. 
Q.  If  you  have  kept  it  for  reference,  will  you  let  us  have  it? — ^A.  If 
I  can  find  it. 
Q.  You  gave  them  to  the  newspapers? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  You  did  not  let  anybody  have  copies? — A.  I  do  not  remember 

of  letting  anybody  have 

Q.  You  would  tell  them  in  the  evening  before? — ^A.  Mr.  WaUmo 
got  his  resolution  from  the  House,  I  understood. 

Q.  How  early  had  you  heard  anything  about  that  resolution? — 
A.  As  I  recall  it  it  was  about  a  week  before  this  Thursday;  it  may 
have  been  less  than  a  week;  it  may  have  been  eight  or  ten  days, 
whether  it  was  a  day  or  a  day  before  when  Mr.  lAUej  left  for  Con- 
necticut, he  dictated  and  asked  me  to  prepare  it. 

Q.  Where  did  he  go  in  Connecticut? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  imagine 
to  Waterbury. 

Q.  How  long  before  that  had  he  talked  with  you  about  such  a 
resolution  before  or  about  an  investigation? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that 
he  ever  mentioned  an  investigation. 

Q.  You  say  at  the  same  time  you  prepared  this  resolution  you 
also  prepared  a  joint  resolution? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Has  that  oeen  offered  in  the  House? — A.  I  believe  Mr.  Lilley 
presented  it  last  Saturdajr  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Q.  He  had  it  read  in  his  time  as  a  part  of  his  remarks? — ^A.  That 
is  my  understanding. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  w^as  actually  offered  in  the  House 
and  put  in  the  basket? — A.  I  believe  a  day  or  two  after  that  I  made 
another  copy  from  the  record  and  took  it  over.  Mr.  LiUey  was  not 
certain  whether  it  had  gone  to  the  record  or  not  as  a  resolution. 

Q.  That  resolution  you  say  was  prepared  at  the  same  time  this 
resolution  calling  for  an  investigation  of  tne  Electric  Boat  Company? — 
A.  Practically  at  the  same  time,  within  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  at  the  same  time  ? — ^A.  I  meant  in  a  general 
way. 

Q.  A  little  while  ago  I  thought  you  said  the  same  day. — A.  Well,  I 
think  it  was  the  same  day. 

Q.  Have  you  the  original  draft  that  you  made  of  that? — ^A.  I 

have  not  seen  it;  it  may  be  down  there  somewhere  among  the  old 

papers.    I  have  cleaned  them  out  and  thrown  them  out  two  or  three 

times. 

Q.  This  is  not  an  old  paper,  it  is  less  than  a  month  old. — A.  As 

8oon  as  they  are  submitted  or  printed 

Q.  That  was  read  last  Saturday  in  the  House,  that  is  not  very  old. — 
A.  That  resolution,  I  think,  he  took  with  him,  and  the  official  stenog- 
raphers may  have  it. 

Q.  Did  he  not  bring  it  back  with  him? — A.  No,  sir;  he  left  it  with 
the  8ten(^aphers,  as  I  understood  them.  He  submitted  the  resolu- 
tion to  the  stenographers,  and  later  it  had  occurred  to  him  that  it 
had  not  been  put  in  the  basket,  and  he  asked  me  to  make  another 
oopY  from  the  record  and  ha^ve  it  put  in  the  basket  over  there. 
Q.  Did  you  do  so*— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  On  what  day? — A.  It  was  last  Monday  or  Tuesday,  as  I  remem- 
ber it — ^Monday  or  perhaps  Tuesday. 

Q.  What  was  to  be  done  with  that,  to  what  committee  was  it  to  be 
sent? — A.  It  was  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Q.  What  committee  did  it  provide  for?  I  mean  what  kind  of  a 
committee  was  to  be  appointed? — A.  A  commission,  with  two  mem- 
bers, whose  experience  had  been  in  large,  industrial  business  affairs, 
and  one  retired  chief  of  bureau,  as  I  recall  it. 

Q.  Three  persons? — ^A.  Three  persons. 

Q.  That  is  all? — A.  That  is  all  of  the  commission. 

Q.  This  resolution  which  vou  had  put  in  the  basket  February  20, 
you  said  that  you  prepared  or  did  tlie  typewriting.  Did  you  also 
typewrite  the  indorsement,  or  was  'that  done  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives?— A.  For  reference? 

Q.  Yes,  introduced  by  Mr.  Lillejr? — A.  I  believe  I  tvpew^rote  it; 
I  am  not  certain.  It  is  my  recollection  I  did,  if  that  is  the  resolution 
presented  in  the  House. 

Q.  That  is  the  resolution,  you  have  identified  it  yourself,  and  the 
Clerk  identified  it,  and  you  said  you  had  it  put  in  the  basket.  I  asked 
you  the  simple  question,  you  having  testified  to  having  ty|>ewritten 
the  inside  or  it,  1  ask  you  if  you  did  it  on  the  outside.  There  are 
some  remarks  in  pen,  H.  Res.  255,''  that  I  assume  are  the  writing 
of  the  Clerk.  I  simply  asked  vou  about  the  typewriting,  whether 
you  did  it  or  not. — A.  It  is  perfectly  possible  for  any  of  those  words 
to  be  changed. 

Q.  Did  you  indorse  that  bill  or  didn't  you? — ^A.  To  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  typewrote  those  three  lines  there. 

Q.  It  is  very  singular  that  you  can  remember  everything  about  the 
resolution  and  all  that,  except  something  that  we  ask  you  about.  You 
can  go  on  for  five  minutes  and  give  detail  after  detail. — A.  Well,  that 
made  auite  an  impression  on  me,  and  the  incidents  following.  But 
the  rush  of  work  came,  though  I  have  not  remembered  all  the  details. 

Q.  But  your  impression  only  extends  on  one  side  of  the  paper. — A. 
That  is  an  immaterial  thing  on  the  outside,  that  I  did  not  recollect. 
But  I  know  the  substance,  and  I  remember  having  typewritten  that 
resolution  that  went  to  the  House  that  afternoon. 

Q.  Is  this  or  not  on  the  bill  "  Introduced  by  Mr.  Lilley,  for  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules?"  Do  you  say  that  is  unimportant? — ^A. 
As  I  understand  it,  I  had  it  ''Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs"  on  the 
other,  and  that  was  changed  to  make  it  ''Committee  on  Rules."  I 
don't  say  that  was  unimportant. 

Q.  That  made  enough  impression  upon  you  to  testify  about  it 
three  or  four  times,  yet  you  could  not  remember  whether  you  wrote 
it  or  not.  Did  you  do  it  on  the  same  machine  as  the  inside?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  I  will  read  you  from  a  dispatch  purported  to  come  from  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  February  20.  commencing  with  this:  "Those  who  have 
watched  Congressman  Lilley's  attitude  are  not  surprised  at  his  attack 
on  submarine  methods.  He  had  told  close  friencts  that  he  had  been 
offered 
ioian 

marine  interests  if  not  willing  to  yield 
you  write  that? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  that  statement  to  anybody? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  give  that  information  to  anybody? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  state  it  to  anybody? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  article  further  continues:  ^' These  interests,  he  says,  have 
done  more  to  corrupt  Congress  in  ten  years  than  any  one  agency. 
On  one  occasion  in  tnis  city  these  people  approached  Mr.  Lilley,  it  is 
known,  and  offered  him  a  bribe  that  ran  into  five  figures.  He  says 
that  in  each  of  his  campaigns  financial  support  of  the  submarine-boat 
people  had  been  offered  him  if  he  pledged  his  vote  to  their  measures 
Wore  Congress,  but  he  refused,  iir.  LUley  is  well  known  as  a  fighter, 
and  his  conflict  with  these  submarine  people  will  be  watchecf  wita 
interest."     Did  you  write  anything  of  tnat? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  to  any  newspaper  man  any  of  what  is  therein 
expressed? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  ever  tell  you  anything  of  that  kind  that  is  attrib- 
uted to  him  in  this  article? — ^A.  They  may  have  given  me  the  infor- 
mation in  a  general  way;  my  impression  he  has  outlined  their  method 
in  reference  to  himself,  but  I  can  not  remember  anything  specific. 
I  have  the  impression  that  they  had  approached  him 

Q.  Tell  us  all  about  it. — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  definite  conversation, 
except  he  did  give  me  the  impression  that  the  methods  of  the  Holland 
people  were  very  reprehensible,  and  he  told  me  about  this  manufac- 
turer shaking  his  fist  at  him. 

Q.  Did  he  say  they  had  offered  him  any  improper  consideration  1 — 
A.  Xo,  sir;  I  do  not  recall  anything  like  that. 

Q.  He  did  not  mention  any  bribe,  did  he? — A.  I  don't  remember 
of  it. 

Q.  Of  five  figures  or  any  other  figures? — A.  I  don't  remember  any 
such  thing. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  where  that  dispatch  came  from? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Who  could  it  have  come  from?  It  is  from  Waterbury. — A. 
What  paper  is  that? 

Q.  This  is  the  New  York  Sun  of  February  21,  1908.— A.  I  do  not 
know  who  is  their  correspondent. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  is  the  Waterbury  correspondent  of  the  New 
York  Sun? — A.  No.  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  spoke  a  little  while  ago  about  Mr.  Lilley  having  dictated 
some  part  of  this  to  you? — A.  Some  part  of  what? 

Q.  Of  the  resolution. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  took  that  down  in  longhand? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  said  you  were  not  a  stenographer. — A.  As  I 
Temember,  I  said  he  dictated  the  general  outline  of  what  he  wanted 
Mid  asked  me  to  look  up  the  precedence,  and  I  prepared  it  in  form. 
-Vs  I  remember  it  now,  it  was  just  before  he  was  leaving  in  the  after^ 
noon  for  Connecticut. 

Q.  You  either  took  it  in  memory  or  in  longhand? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  say  you  were  not  a  stenographer? — A.  I  am  not  a 
stenographer. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  What  is  your  age? — A.  Twenty-three. 


Q.  Where  were  you  raised? — A.  In  Connecticut. 


,   What  profession  have  you  been  trained  in? — A.   Why,  I  took 
"tt  bachelor^  degree  at  Yale  College. 
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Q.  And  how  long  have  you  been  in  Mr.  Lilley's  service  ? — ^A.  Sinc« 
July  1,  1907. 

Q.   In  what  capacity  do  you  serve? — A.   As  his  secretary. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  person  in  his  office  in  the  same  service! — ^A. 
The  last  two  months  we  nave  had  a  young  lady  named  Keliher,  who 
has  done  the  typewriting. 

Q.  For  the  last  two  months  only! — ^A.  Not  as  long  as  that.  I  do 
not  remember  just  how  many  weeks. 

Q.  She  does  what? — ^A.  Sne  typewrites  letters  and  does  the  steno 
graphic  work. 

Q.   Then  she  is  a  stenographer  and  tjrpewriter? — ^A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Prior  to  your  employment  who  besides  yourself  was  in  the  office 
or  in  Mr.  Lilley's  employ  in  connection  with  his  Congressional  work  ? — 
A.  No  one  has  been  in  the  office. 

Q.  Since  your  employment,  then,  you  have  been  the  only  person 
serving  him  in  that  capacity?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.    xou  say  you  are  not  a  stenographer? — A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  take  notes  of  dictation  in  an  abbreviated  hand? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  your  own? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  found  that  method  satisfactory? — A.   Not  fully. 

Q.  Is  it  sufficiently  accurate  to  enable  you  to  write  out  substan- 
tiaUy  what  has  been  dictated  to  you  ? — ^A.  If  I  write  it  within  a  short 
space  of  time.  If  I  let  it  lie  for  two  or  three  days  possibly  I  might 
have  some  difficulty,  but  not  the  same  day. 

Q.  In  Mr.  Lilley's  dictation  to  you  does  he  dictate  literally  what 
he  wishes  written,  or  are  you  allowed  any  latitude  in  the  construction 
of  the  sentences  or  following  the  language? — ^A.  It  depends  upon  the 
nature  of  the  letter. 

Q.  In  what  form  do  you  preserve  it? — ^A.  Why,  sometimes — I  very 
seldom  preserve  it.  At  one  time  I  used  a  stenographer's  book,  or 
took  it  on  an  old  piece  of  paper  or  letters,  and  when  I  was  through 
with  it  just  tossed  it  in  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  use  a  stenographer's  book? — A.  Why,  I  have 
used  them — whenever  it  was  necessary  to  stand  for  anytime,  and  there 
was  no  rest,  I  have  perhaps  taken  a  book.  I  have  used  them  off  and 
on.     I  believe  I  used  two  or  three  of  them. 

Q.  What  have  you  done  with  those  that  you  have  used? — ^A.  Why, 
they  may  be  in  tne  office,  and  I  may  have  tossed  them  in  the  waste- 
basket.  I  have  not  kept  them  that  I  know  of.  It  never  occurred 
to  me  that  they  would  oe  useful  for  any  purpose,  and  I  either  threw 
them  away  or  they  are  in  the  office. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  the  fact  is  about  that? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not.     My  impression  is  that  they  have  been  thrown  away. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  search  for  tliem  ?—- A.  I  looked  this  morning 
when  Mr.  Haynes  came  in,  but  I  did  not  find  them. 

Q.  Did  you  search  thoroughly  in  your  office? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not  take  the  time,  and  Mr.  Haynes  seemed  to  be  in  a  hurry;  I  did  not 
spend  more  than  two  or  three  minutes.  My  impression  was  that  I 
had  thrown  them  away. 

Q.  Where  should  they  be  found  if  they  have  not  been  thrown 
away?— A.  They  would  be  in  one  of  the  cupboards  there,  on  the 
shelf. 
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Q.  Is  it  possible  that  they  could  be  in  any  other  place? — ^A.  Not 
unless  they  have  been  taken  from  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  Were  you  served  with  a  subpoena  to  appear  and  testify? — A.  I 
anderstand  I  was. 

Q.  And  how  did  you  understand  it? — A.  Why,  I  don't  remember 
whether  Mr.  Haynes  definitely  said  that  there  was  a  subpoena  out, 
which  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  he  wanted  to  know,  or  said,  ''You  are 
subpoenaed,"  as  I  understand,  "to  appear  right  away  before  the 
committee. 

Q.  When  was  that? — ^A.  This  morning. 

Q.  Did  he  hand  anv  paper  to  vou? — A.  Why,  I  asked  him  if  that 

raper  was  for  me,  ana  he  said,  ''No,"  or  he  wanted  to  know  whether 
wished  him  to  read  it  entirely,  or  whether — but  he  said  that  the 
committee  wished  me  to  appear  right  away  with  such  stenographic 
notes  as  I  had,  and  I  told  him  that  I  was  not  a  stenographer  and  nad 
not  anv  stenographic  notes. 

Q.  pid  he  exhibit  any  paper  to  you? — ^A.  He  showed  me  a  paper 
on  which  I  saw  the  name  or  Mr.  Webster,  which  seemed  to  be  a  pnnted 
form. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  through? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know,  then,  what  the  contents  were? — A.  No,  sir; 
as  1  took  Mr.  Haynes's  word 

Q.  But  he  did  say  to  you  that  you  were  wanted,  and  he  wanted 
you  to  bring  your  stenographic  notes? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  replied  that  you  had  no  stenographic  notes — that  vou 
were  not  a  stenographer? — ^A.  I  told  him  I  was  not  a  stenoCTapher. 
I  said  I  had  two  or  three,  I  thought,  books  I  would  look  for,  out  my 
impression  was  that  I  had  thrown  them  away  at  the  time,  and  I 
looked  in  the  place  where  I  remembered  having  kept  them,  but,  as  I 
recollect,  I  tossed  them  in  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  Then  your  failure  to  produce  these  books  is  want  of  tune  to 
make  a  thorough  search?— A.  No,  sir;  it  was  because  my  impression 
was  that  I  had  no  such  notes,  lliat  was  the  reason  that  I  railed  to 
produce  them. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  opportunity  to  search  very  thoroughly  before 
you  came  into  the  committee?— A.  Why,  there  were  two  cupboards. 
and  one  cupboard  would  be  the  place  they  would  be  likely  to  be,  ana 
also  a  box  m  which  I  looked  to  see  if  they  had  been  thrown  in  tnere. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  While  I  was  out,  did  you  testify  about  how  long  before  you 
wrote  this  resolution  you  heard  concerning  an  investigation  ?— A. 
The  first  information  I  had  of  it  was,  as  I  remember  it,  a  week  or  ten 
days — I  would  not  be  positive  whether  Mr.  Lilley  mentioned  it  a  daj 
or  two  before  he  actually  told  me  to  draw  up  the  draft  or  whether  it 
was  that  very  day,  ancf  I  took  down^  the  notes  what  he  wished  on 
that  day,  before  he  left  for  Connecticut,  and  when  he  returned  I 
submitted  the  draft  for  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  the  draft  was  changed  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Q.  You  changed  it  at  his  airection  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  that  time,  before  the  resolution  was  introduced,  you. 
however,  heard  some  talk  about  there  being  an  investigation,  "ana 
did  you  talk  with  anybody  about  the  investigation? — A.  Wny,  I 
could  not  say  whether  1  intimated  to  Mr.  Wallma,  the  American  cor- 
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respondent,  the  nature  of  the  resolution  or  not,  the  evening  that  I 
mentioned  to  him  that  the  resolution  would  be  presented  by  Mr. 
Lilley,  which  I  thought  would  interest  him  from  a  newspaper  stand- 
point. 

Q.  It  was  the  evening  of  the  19th  I — A.  As  I  remember  it,  it  w*s 
Wednesday  evening,  the  19th. 

Q,  Do  you  recall  talking  with  anybody  else  beside  that? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  I  had  no  conversation. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  at  the  document  room  ? — A.  When  I  went  th»e 
for  forms. 

Q.  You  say  you  searched  for  forms  there? — A.  I  got  out  several 
resolutions. 

Q.  What  subjects  did  you  seek  to  find  out  about  in  seeking  the 
resolutions;  any  particular  subject? — A.  I  looked  through  the  general 
index  of  the  Record,  and  any  House  joint  resolutions,  and  happened 
to  find  one  introduced  by  Mr.  Hobson,  I  beheve,  and  I  took  that 
general  form. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  consult  in  the  House  document  room? — ^A.  I 
submitted  the  numbers  of  the  resolutions  that  I  wished. 

Q.  You  consulted  the  index  yourself? — A.  And  submitted  the 
numbers  to  the  clerks  there;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don^t  remember  wnich  one  of  the  clerks  it  was? — A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  what  you  wantedit  for? — A.  I  don't  remember 
that  I  did. 

O.  About  that  time,  or  previous  to  that,  who  else  had  you  talked 
with  concerning  an  investigation?— A.  I  had  never  talked  with 
anyone  concerning  an  investigation  before  that. 

Q.  Had  you  uiought  to  give  any  information  concerning  as 
investigation? — A.  The  first  that  I  knew  of  an  investigation  was 
when  Mr.  Lilley  either  suggested  it  or  the  actual  day  he  dictated  the 
resolution  which  he  wishecfto  propose  to  the  House. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  that  came  to  you? — ^A.  That  is  all  that  caaaas 
to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  direct  you  to  get  information  of  anybody  else  during 
that  time  before  he  introduced  his  resolution? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  he  introduced  his  resolution,  did  he  direct  you  to  get  aay. 
information  of  any  particular  persons? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who? — A.  Why,  I  went  to  the  House  document  room  for 
certain  records  or  committee  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  reported  to  Mr.  Lilley  that  they  said  they  did  not  have 
any  back  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress.     It  seems  since  that  they  can 

§et  them  upstairs,  but  they  had  none  of  the  reports,  and  I  went  to  the 
enate  committee  and  got  two  or  three,  and  I  met  Mr.  Neff 

Q.  When  did  you  meet  Mr.  Neff? — A.  It  was  the  next  day  following 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  I  believe,  that  he  came  to  the 
office. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ? — ^A.  He  came  into  our  office. 
'  Q.  Was  Mr.  Lilley  there? — A.  I  don't  remember  about  that  par- 
ticular day.     He  came  in  when  he  was  not  there,  I  believe,  at  one 
time. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  time  that  you  had  met  Mr.  Neff? — A.  No, 
dir;  I  met  Mr.  Neff  in  Waterbury  last  August,  at  Lilley,  Swiit  &  Co. 
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Q.  On  what  occasion  did  you  meet  Mr.  Neff  at  Waterbury? — 'A. 
Mr.  Xeff  came  into  the  office",  or  rather  he  was  in  the  office  when  I 
walked  in,  and  Mr.  Liliev  introduced  me. 

Q.  What  office  ?— A.  In  his  business  office  at  Waterbury ,  at  I^illey, 
Swift  &  Co. 

Q.  Who  was  there  when  Mr.  Neff  came  in? — A.  Mr.  Lilley,  and 
his  stenographer  there 

SAnd  yourself? — ^A.  Well,  I  came  in,  as  I  remember  it,  and  Mr. 
was  in  the  office. 
Q.  You  found  Mr.  Neff  there? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  so. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Neff  say  that  he  called  there  for?— A.  Mr.  Ldlley 
simply  introduced  him  as  a  jroung  man  in  Washington  and  the  con- 
Teisation  was  purely  in  a  social  way.  Mr.  Neff  said  he  was  going  to 
the  Georgetown  Law  School,  in  which  I  intended  to  go,  and  he  said 
he  would  be  glad  to  meet  me  when  I  came  down  here. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Neff  did  not  state  what  his  business  was? — A.  Mr. 
Xeff  never  stated,  except,  of  course,  Mr.  Lilley  gave  me  a  letter — I 
belieye  the  conunittee  nave  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  written 
down  there  August  10,  or  somewhere  along  there. 

Q.  Did  vou  write  that  letter? — A.  I  believe  I  typewrote  that 
letter. 

Q.  At  Waterbury  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Neff  state  to  you  while  you  were  there  what  hid 
business  was  in  Waterbury? — A.  No,  sir.  That  is  the  only  occasion 
on  which  I  saw  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  He  did  not  talk  anything  about  submarine  matters  there  then* — 
A  No,  sir.  Mr.  Lilley  gave  me  a  letter  when  I  walked  in  at  that 
time;  he  had  another  office  upstairs,  where  I  went  and  typewrote  the 
letter. 

Q.  To  what  did  that  letter  have  reference? — A.  That  was  a  letter 
to  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  believe,  there  was  a  copy  of  it  sent^-I 
don't  recollect  the  place  where  it  went,  but  the  Secretary  was  on  his 
vacation  in  the  West,  I  believe. 

Q.  Somewhere  in  California? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  letter  was  addressed  to  California? — A.  There  was  a 
carbon  copy  made  of  it,  and  two  copies  of  it  were  sent. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Neff  have  a  copy? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  did  or 
not. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  original  letter? — A.  The  original  letter 
Mid  one  carbon  copy  were  mailed. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  Neff  discussed  with  Mr.  Lilley  the 
«ibject-matter  of  the  letter? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not, 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  anything  about  that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  While  you  were  present,  did  not  Mr.  Neff  discuss  in  any  way  the 
subject  of  submarine  le^lation  or  submarine  contracts? — A.  As  I 
remember,  I  came  in  and  Mr.  Lilley  gave  me  the  letter  and  I  went  back 
•gain ;  and  Mr.  Neff  shook  hands  and  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to  seo 
me  when  I  came  down  to  Washington;  we  would  probably  meet  often^ 
going  to  the  same  law  school 

Q.  And  that  is  all  there  was  to  it  ? — A.  That  is  all  there  was  to  it^ 

Q.  When  next  did  you  meet  Mr.  Neff  ?— A.  Either  the  2d  or  3d  of 
<jf  October,  in  the  law  school. 

Q.  You  came  dovm  here  then? — A.  I  came  down  here  the  1st  of 
October,  or  2d,  as  I  remember.  i 
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Q.  Did  you  write  any  other  letters  for  Mr.  lilley  to  the  Secret&ry 
of  the  Navy  or  to  anyone  else  concerning  submarine  matters? — ^A.  I 
believe  there  was  one  written  in  September  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Q.  You  wrote  that  letter? — ^A.  As  I  remember  it,  I  wrote  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  write  it? — ^A.  In  Waterbury. 

O.  What  other  letter  did  you  write  concerning  submarine  matters 
for  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  I  don't  remember  any  other  Tetters. 

Q.  After  the  1st  of  October  how  often  did  vou  meet  Mr.  Neff  ?— A. 
Why,  to  converse  with  him,  I  probably  met  him  in  the  hallway  once 
or  twice  a  week,  and  passed  a  few  words,  or  bowed  to  him  when  I 
saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  know  in  October  that  he  was  connected  with  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company?— A.  Why,  he  was  introduced  to  me  as  the 
representative  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Where  was  that?— A.  In  Waterburv. 

Q.  He  was  introduced  to  you  by  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  I  understood  he 
was  a  representative  of  Mr.  Lake. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  he  was? — A.  I  believe  Mr.  Lilley  introduced 
him  as  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  you  to  Mr.  Neff  as  representing  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company? — ^A.  I  am  not  sure;  from  the  fact  that  the 
letter  was  written  to  the  Secretary  and  Mr.  Neff,  I  don't  know 
whether  he  was 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  letter  was  written  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Neff  ?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reason  why  Mr.  Lilley  wrote  that  letter  in 
September? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  it  come  to  your  knowledge  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  were  here  in  October  and  met  Mr.  Neff,  did  he  talk 
about  the  subject-matter  of  those  letters  with  you? — ^A.  I  never  dis- 
cussed it. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  anything  about  submarine  matters  with  him 
during  the  fall  months?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  lou  were  here  when  Congress  opened  in  December? — ^A.  Yes^ 
sir. 

Q.  You  were  here  when  Mr.  Lilley  came  down  to  attend  this 
present  session? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Neff  come  to  your  office  after  the  1st  of  December? — A. 
Why,  he  may  have  been  in,  asking  to  see  Mr.  Lilley.  I  don't  remem- 
ber definitely  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Q.  He  might  Jiave  been  in? — ^A.  I  remember  that  Mr.  Neff  has 
been  in  the  office  several  times,  but  I  do  not  recollect  the  dates,  or 
what  his  purpose  was  in  coming;  asking  for  the  general  attitude 
of  the  Naval  Committee  on  this  appropriation,  or  something. 

Q.  But  he  would  come  in  from  time  to  time  and  talk  aoout  navy 
matters. — A.  I  do  not  know  the  subject  of  the  conversation,  tie 
said  he  wantefi  to  find  out  how  his  company  stood  with  the  Naval 
Committee  this  year.  I  beUeve  he  made  that  remark  to  me  at  one 
time.     I  don't  remember  any  other  conversation  with  reference  to  it. 

Q.  When  was  that,  do  you  recall? — A.  Perhaps  the  1st  of  February 
or  January. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  before  the  holiday  recess?— A.  I  don't  remem- 
ber that  he  has  been  in  the  office  in  the  old  building. 
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S.  You  do  not  remember  that  he  went  into  your  office  in  the  old 
dinef — ^A.  I  don't  remember  having  seen  him  there. 

Q.  Where  was  your  office  in  the  old  building? — A.  As  I  understand, 
by  courtesy  of  Mr.  Wanger,  Mr.  Lilley  had  a  desk  in  the  turret  of  Mr. 
Wanger's  committee  room. 

Q.  In  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Post-Office? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Mr.  Neff  there  ? — ^A..  No. 

Q.  Did  vou  go  to  the  New  Willard  at  all  to  confer  with  Mr.  Lilley 
about  his  Dusiness? — ^A.  Occasionally. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  meet  Mr.  Neff  there,  conferring  \\nth  Mr.  I^il- 
ley? — ^A.  I  met  Mr.  Neff,  yes;  once  or  twice.  I  believe  he  has  been 
there  at  the  hotel  since  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Lilley's  resolution. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  before  that. — ^A.  Oh,  no ;  never  before  that. 

O.  So  that  he  met  Mr.  Neff  mostly  after  the  1st  of  January  when  he 
walked  into  vour  office  in  this  building? — A.  Probably  two  or  three 
times  he  has  been  in  it. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  you  concerning  submarine  matters? — ^A.  Noth- 
ing except  that,  as  I  remember,  he  asked  for  the  general  attitude  and 
how  the  Naval  Committee  was  going  to  take  action.  I  never  knew 
anything  about  it. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  you  concerning  securing  the  Connecticut  dete- 
ction to  talk  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  concerning  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  contract? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  knowledge  about  that? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  About  how  often  would  he  come  into  your  room  to  discuss 
submarine  legislation? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  came  more 
than  perhaps  once  in  two  or  three  weeks,  perhaps  he  would  drop  in. 

Q.  That  would  be  two  or  three  or  four  times  before  the  naval  com- 
mittee acted  upon  the  matter? — ^A.  Possibly.  I  have  no  definite 
recollection  of  tne  times  he  came  in. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  conversation  at  any  of  these  times  concerning 
submarine  matters? — A.  Why,  as  I  remember  it  I  do  not  ever  remem- 
ber any  conversation  that  he  had  with  Mr.  Lillay  white  I  was  in  the 
office  there.  I  remember  two  or  three  times  he  came  in  and  went 
out  again,  and  Mr.  Lilley  was  not  there.  There  was  no  conversation 
that  I  know  of.  I  used  to  direct  him  to  the  floor  of  the  House.  I 
don't  know  whether  he  found  him  there  or  not. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Neff  complain  to  you  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  were  not  getting  a  fair  show? — A.  No,  sir;  he  never  said 
anytning  to  me  upon  those  subjects. 

Q.  He  did  not  complain  at  all? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  complain  to  Mr.  Lilley  about  it  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  such  conversation. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  any  such  conversation A.  If  there  had 

been  any  such  conversation  in  iny  presence  I  would  probably  have 
heard  it  and  remembered  it,  but  1  know  of  no  such  conversation. 

Q.  So,  so  far  as  you  heard,  he  had  never  complained  to  him? — A. 
No,sir.  .  . 

Q.  Did  any  other  person  representing  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany come  into  the  office  and  confer  with  Mr.  Lilley  about  the  sub- 
ject of  submarine  matters  ?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anybody? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  Mr.  Neff  talk  with  you  anything  about  this  investigatipn 
after  you  commenced  writing  about  it  and  hearing  about  it?— ;-A.  He 
suggested  that  they  had  some  data  that  might  assist  Mr.  Lilley  in 
bnngii^  out  the  facts  ? 

Q.  Where  did  he  say  that  was? — A.  As  I  understood  it,  in  bis 
office. 

Q.  In  his  office  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  brought  this  subject  up  to  him,  did  you? — A.  I  don't 
remember  how  it  was,  whether  Mr.  Lilley  had  asked  me  to  find  out 
from  him — as  I  remember  I  have  asked  him  if  he  had  this — originally 
I  asked  him  if  he  had  those  rep'orts  which  I  had  been  unable  to  get 
at  the  House  document  room,  runjung  further  back,  as  I  remember 
it,  we  had  one  or  two  of  them,  and  \&.  Lilley  wanted  to  locate  the 
others,  and  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  document  room  told  me  they  did 
not  have  anvthing  running  back — I  have  forgotten  whether  he  said 
the  Fifty-eignth  or  Fifty-mnth  Congress. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Neff  furnish  you  any  of  those  reports? — A.  I  believe 
Mr.  Neff  had  them. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  his  office  or  did  he  bring  them  to  your  office! — 
A.  I  went  to  his  office,  I  believe,  to  get  the  data  he  had.  I  believe 
he  had  but  one  copy,  and  did  not  want  to  lose  that. 

Q.  And  that  was  during  the  time  you  were  preparing  for  the  reso- 
lution?—A.  That  was  after  the  resolution  was  introduced. 

Q.  What  conversation  did  you  have  with  him  before  the  resolu- 
tion was  introduced  ? — ^A.  Why,  just  what  I  have  outlined  in  a  gen- 
eral wav.  I  never  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  resolution  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  to  him. 

Q.  What  conversations  did  you  have  concerning  the  matters  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Neff  has  ever 
mentioned  that  to  me.     I  don't  recall  any  such  thing. 

Q.  Has  he  ever  mentioned  it  to  you  at  any  time?  Haven't  you 
talked  it  over  with  him  at  any  time? — A.  No,  sir;  not  before  the 
resolution  was  introduced.  Of  course,  I  got  general  testimony  and 
data  from  him  in  the  office  since  then. 

Q.  Didn't  you  talk  with  him,  or  he  with  you,  in  any  way  concerning 
the  methods  "of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  the  necessity  of  investi- 
gating them  while  you  were  preparing  this  resolution  for  introduc- 
tion?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  talk  with  him  or  anybody  else  to  get  information 
concerning  this? — A.  Nothing  but  the  parliamentary  form  for  the 
introduction  of  resolutions  as  I  outlined  before. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  try  to  get  information  from  him  then  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  to  him  first  for  information? — A.  It  was 
after  this  committee  was  organized,  as  I  remember  it.  I  don't  recol- 
lect the  dates.     I  went  to  him  for  these  reports  at  this  time. 

Q.  And  what  other  information  ?— A.  Well,  we  wished  to  collect 
data  in  reference  to  the  excess  profit  of  the  Holland  boat  people  and 
to  get  the  figures  accurate.  Mr.  Lilley,  as  I  remember,  gave  me  to 
xmderstand  I  would  find  it  in  certain  committee  reports,  and  I  went  to 
the  House  document  room  and  was  unable  to  get  them  there,  and  I 
asked  Mr.  Neff  if  he  had  them,  and  he  said  that  he  had  and  woidd  t)e 
glad  to  have  me  use  them,  and  I  went  and  used  them  in  his  office. 


HBAKINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1289 

Q.  Did  you  compile  these  tables  that  showed  excess  profits  which 
were  used  in  the  statement  that  Mr.  Lilley  submitted  to  this  com- 
mittee?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  got  them  from  the  reports  contained  in  the  office  of 
ilr.  NeflF?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  obtain  from  Mr.  Neff  the  names  of  any  witnesses  to  be 
examined  by  this  committee? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  has  stated  to  this  committee  that  he  directed  his 
secretary  to  get  information  concerning  some  of  the  witnesses.  You 
were  his  secretary  at  that  time? — A.  I  believe  I  may  have  gotten  the 
addresses  of  the  witnesses,  if  that  is  what  you  mean;  I  have  gotten 
the  addresses  from  Mr.  Neff,  but  I  never  got  the  names  of  any 
witnesses. 

Q.  He  says:  '*!  think  I  asked  my  secretary  to  find  out  who  the 
treasurer  and  assistant  treasurer  were."  Do  you  recollect  any  direc- 
tion to  find  that  out? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  he  asked  you  to  find  out  who 
those  persons  were? — A.  He  may  have  asked  me,  but  I  don't  remem- 
ber having  gotten  them  from  Mr.  Neff,  He  may  have  given  them 
to  me. 

Q.  If  he  directed  you,  where  did  you  get  the  information  if  you 
did  not  get  it  from  Mr.  Neff? — ^A.  If  I  got  the  information,  I  got  it 
from  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  Who  else  did  you  go  to  to  get  information  outside  of  the  House 
document  room  and  Senate  document  room  and  Mr.  Neff? — ^A.  I 
don't  remember  having  gone  to  anyone  connected  with  the  investi- 
gation. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  general  directions  to  find  the  information 
wherever  you  could? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  he  gave  me 
any  such  positive  directions. 

Q.  And  you  did  cet  information  wherever  you  could? — A.  Yes,  sjr. 

Q.  Did  you  work  with  Mr.  Neff  in  preparing  the  matter? — ^A.  I 
have  been  in  his  office  several  times  and  worked  with  him. 

Q.  You  worked  with  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  directed  you  in  the  preparation  of  that  work? — A.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  preparation  took  place  except  simply^  referring  to 
the  figures  and  making  $745.45  per  toD. 

Q.  So  you  directed  yourselves  ? — ^A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  them  up  in  your  own  way? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  may 
have  checked  the  fibres;  I  may  have  read  back  to  him  the  testimony 
I  copied  out.  In  feet,  I  believe  we  did  do  that  and  checked  it  up 
to  make  sure. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  concerning  the  employment  of 
attorneys  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  of  that  come  from  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  go  about  and  try  to  find  out  anything  about  it? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  the  newspaper  men  whom  Vou  knew  anything 
about  the  hiring  of  attorneys  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  find  out  anything  about  tiie  expenditures  of 
funds  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company?  Did  you  find  out  anything 
about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  find  out  or  try  to  find  out  the  record  of  Members  of 
Congress  as  to  their  attitude  toward  the  Electric  Boat  Company  J— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  find  out  from  Neff  concerning  the  entertain- 
ment given  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

O.  lou  have  no  direction  to  find  out  anything  of  th^t  kind  I— 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  Mr.  Neff  to  you  in  his  office  in 
Bridgeport? — A.  In  Waterburv. 

Q.  Just  what  did  he  say? — A.  I  don't  remember.  I  don't  remem- 
ber whether  I  gathered  tne  impression,  as  I  stated,  whether  he  wns 
a  representative,  he  was  introauced  as  a  cepresentative  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company 

Q.  I  don't  care  anything  about  that.  I  just  want  to  know  what 
name  he  used;  what  did  he  call  him? — ^A.  As  I  remember  it  he  called 
him  Mr.  NeflF,  and  there  was  some  slip  lying  around  there  from 
which  I  got  his  name,  or  a  piece  of  paper,  Neff — I  think  he  left  his 
card — A.  R.  Neff. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  call  his  name? — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  he 
asked  Neff  to  introduce  himself — I  don't  remember  just  what  the 
wording  was. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  want  you  to  remember. — ^A.  I  can  not  say  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  how  he  introduced  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  introduced  him  as  Mr.  Neff,  or 
whether  he  introduced  him  as  Mr.  Neth,  or  whether  he  told  you, 
"Here  is  a  man,  I  don't  know  what  his  name  is." — ^A.  I  remember 
the  following  day  on  a  piece  of  a  paper — hotel  paper — ^Mr.  Lilley 
had  lying  on  his  desk,  and  Neff  had  written  his  name 

Q.  I  want  to  know  now  something  about  what  Mr.  Lilley  did. — 
A.  1  could  not  say  whether  he  called  him  Neff  or  Neth,  or  whether 
he  asked  him  what  his  name  was  before  he  introduced  me.  I  remem- 
ber I  understood  what  his  name  was — ^just  the  sound  is  all  I  got  at 
that  time — but  I  found  later  there  this  paper.  I  took  pains  to  make 
a  note 

Q.  I  fully  understand  you  about  that  paper.  I  want  to  get  at 
whether  or  not  Mr.  Lilley  used  words  or  pronounced  the  name  of  the 
person  that  he  wished  to  introduce  in  such  as  that  you  got  the  person's 
name  from  Mr.  Lilley's  pronunciation  of  it,  or  wnether  he  gave  it  in 
such  a  way  as  to  leave  the  impression  on  your  mind  that  he  did  not 
know  it  at  the  time  he  was  introducing  him? — ^A.  I  can  not  say  Mr 
Lilley  was  introducing  him  but 

Q.  Of  course  I  have  no  question  to  ask,  I  have  heard  here  that  Mr 
Lilley  did  introduce  him. — ^A.  That  was  my  recollection,  that  Mr. 
Lilley  introduced  hira,  but  I  met  him  anyway-.  The  fact  I  wish  to 
state  is  the  fact  that  I  met  Mr.  Neff  there  the  nrst  time  in  Mr.  Lilley's 
office,  and  that  he  was  standing  there  beside  Mr.  Lilley's  desk  when 
I  walked  in,  and  when  I  left  Mr.  Neff  had  very  courteously  offered  to 
assist  me. 

Q.  There  is  no  trouble  about  Neff  and  his  courtesy,  I  can  imagine 
that.  I  want  to  know  what  Mr.  Lilley  knew  about  him? — A.  I  can 
not  say. 
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Q.  I  mean  from  his  words  or  maimer  in  the  mere  act  of  introduc- 
tion.— ^A.  I  don't  recollect  that  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  recollect  now  whether  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  NefF  to  you 
at  air? — ^A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  positively  that  he  did  or  did  not  introduce  him  to 
vou  t — ^A.   1  know  that  I  met  Mr.  Neff  there  in  the  oflBce. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  Mr.  Lilley  did  or  did  not  introduce  NefF  to 

you  in  Waterbury? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  do  it.    If  you  mean  by 

mtroducing,   the  formal  words,   '*Mr.   Neff,  I  present  you  to  Mr. 

Webster,"  I  could  not  swear  I  was  presented  to  him. 

Q-  Did  he  use  any  informal  words?— A.  ^Vhen  I  meet  a  man  it  is 

simply  making  a  bow 

Q.  That  is  what  you  did,  I  am  talking  what  Mr.  Jjilley  did. — A. 
I  said  when  I  have  been  introduced  to  a  man  it  may  be  sometimes 

by  merely  a  bow,  but  as  I  remember 

Q.  You  do  not  bow  until  somebody  has  been  presented? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  And  in  CJonnecticut  do  you  present  a  man  by  saying  ''Here  is 
a  man,"  or  do  you  call  his  name?— A.  Usually  his  name  is  called. 

Q.  Was  this  man's  name  called  when  he  was  presented  to  you? — 
A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Q.  You  say  positively  you  have  no  recollection  whether  his  name 
was  called  or  not? — A.  I  would  swear  that;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  heretofore  sworn  in  this  examination  that  Mr.  Lilley 
did  introduce  him  to  you  as  Mr.  Neff.     Which  is  the  truth  of  it? — 
A.  Well,  I  did  not  intend  to  give  that  impression  at  all. 
Q.  You  didn't?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  wish  then  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Lilley  presented  a  man 
to  you  and  told  you  here  was  a  man,  and  you  have  no  recollection 
whether  his  name  was  called  or  not?— A.  My  recollection  is  that 
Mr.  Lilley  did  not  know  his  name  until  afterwards.  Because  that 
slip  of  paper  he  had  on  his  desk,  why,  I  kept  it  and  made  a  memo- 
randum of  it,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Lilley  asked  me  what  his  name  was, 
what  the  name  of  that  fellow  was. 

Q.  You  saj  now  Neff  was  in  the  office  when  you  went  in? — A.  As 
I  remember  it  he  was  standing  beside  Mr.  LUley's  desk. 

Q.  Had  you  any  information  as  to  how  long  he  had  been  in  the 
office? — ^A.  Why,  Air.  Lilley  could  not  have  been  in  there  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  he  had  just  come  in  in  the  morning. 

Q.  How  long  had  Neff  been  in?— A.  I  didn't  know  anything  about 
it,  except  that  I  foimd  Neff  in  the  office. 

Q.  What  was  going  on  between  Mr.  Lilley  and  Mr.  Neff? — ^A.  Mr. 
Lilley  was  preparing  to  dictate  a  letter.  He  asked  me  to  take  down 
a  letter  ahdhe  gave  me  a  letter  and  I  wrote  this  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  the  room  after  the  letter  was 
(Uctatedl — A.  1  went  right  upstairs  again  and  wrote  the  letter. 

Q-  Where  did  you  go  after  you  wrote  the  letter? — ^A.  I  brought  the 
letter  back  to  Mr.  Lifley. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Lilley  when  you  found  him  with  the  letter? — 
A.  I  don't  remember  whether  he  was  outside  of  the  office,  and  I  left 

it  on  his  desk.     I  brought  it  down  to  the  office 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Neff  when  you  came  back  to  the  oflBce? — A.  I 
believe  he  was  there. 
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Q.  Where? — A.  In  the  office. 

Q.  Was  he  with  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  It  is  a  small  place;  he  was  in  the 
same  office. 

Q.  It  was  not  too  small  to  hold  both  of  them,  was  lit — A.  No, sir. 

Q.  Was  not  too  small  for  three  of  you  ? — A.  For  four  of  us. 

Q.  Now,  was  he  in  the  office  when  you  went  back  in  the  office?— 
A.  Mr.  Neff  was  in  the  office. 

O.  Were  they  indulging  in  anj  conversation  when  you  first  went 
in,  before  the  letter  had  been  dictated  < — A.  It  had  the  appearance 
of  that. 

Q.  Were  they  engaged  in  conversation  when  you  came  back  with 
the  letter? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Neff  was  sitting  there  or 
waiting,  or  whether  he  had  been  talking  with  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  the  room  after  delivering  the  let- 
ter?— A.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Neff  about  the  law  school,  and  one  thing 
and  another  here  in  Washington. 

?.  Where  was  Mr.  Lilley  during  that  conversation  between  you 
Mr.  Neff? — A.  He  was  there  in  the  office,  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  engage  in  anv  part  of  the  conversation? — A.  Why,  I 
don't  think  he  did.     I  think  Mr.  Neff  said  that  and  left. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Lilley  did  not  call  Mr.  Neff's  name? — A.  I  don't  rec- 
ollect it. 

Q.  Either  in  the  introduction  or  afterward,  in  the  conversation?— 
A.  I  do  not  recall.  If  I  remember  it,  it  was  a  letter  asking  the 
Secretarv — or  opposing  the  monopoly  in  submarine  legislation. 

Q.  Addressed  to  whom? — A.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  believe 
it  was  sent  to  two  places.  "^ 

Q.  It  was  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy — he  was  the 
person  written  to? — A.  Yes,  sir.  i 

Q.  And  it  was  opposing  a  monopoly  in  the  submarine  legislation!— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  dictated  to  you  by  Mr.  LiUey? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  presence  of  a  man  whose  name  was  qot  mentioned  and 
to  whom  Mr.  Lilley  was  a  stranger? — A.  Now  that  you  mention  it,  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  come  to  the  office  before  Neff  came  in.  in 
the  morning,  and  that  I  had  seen  him,  anil  that  he  had  told  me  what 
he  wanted  m  the  Une  of  a  letter. 

Q.  Before  he  saw  Neff? — A.  Before  he  saw  Neff,  and  that  I  had 
already  written  a  letter  along  that  line,  and  Mr.  Lilley — ^I  got  it  down 
and  submitted  that,  and  or  course  I  could  not  abbreviate  in  long- 
hand as  rapidly  as  I  can  now,  and  I  probably  made  some  mistakes, 
and  he  fixed  it,  and  as  I  remember  it  when  I  came  in  Mr.  Neff  was 
there  and  I  went  back  upstairs  to  make  the  corrections  that  he  sug- 
gested and  came  do^^Ti,  and  Mr.  Neff  was  there 

Q.  Now,  do  you  know  about  Mr.  Neff's  presence  in  the  office  there 
before  that  letter  was  written  ? — ^A.  Nothing  except  inference. 

Q.  From  what  do  you  derive  the  inference  J— A.  Just  the  coinci- 
dence of  the  time  and  occurrence. 

Q.  Was  the  letter  shown  to  him? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  read  it? — A.  Why,  he  probably  knew  the  contents. 

Q.  How?— A.  I  don't  remember  what  happened  to  the  letter. 

Q.  Who  took  it  away? — ^A.  I  believe  I  mailed  it  with  other  letters. 
I  put  it  in  the  copy  book  and  mailed  it  that  same  evening. 
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Q.  Neff  didn't  take  the  letter  away  and  mail  it? — ^A.  I  donH  remem- 
ber that  he  did. 

Q.  How  many  copies  did  you  make  of  the  letter?  You  mailed  the 
original  and  mailed  a  carbon  copy.  Did  you  make  any  other  carbon 
copies  of  it? — A.  I  donH  rememlier. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  recollection  as  to  whether  Neff  saw 
the  letter  after  you  prepared  the  letter  in  its  final  form? — A.  I  don't 
recollect  that. 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  when  you  prepared  it  in  its  final 
form? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  he 
s^ed  it  there  or  when  I  prepared  the  rest  of  the  correspondence  and 
he  signed  it  in  bulk,  but  he  said  it  was  very  satisfactory. 

Q.  When  did  he  say  it  was  satisfactory? — A.  When  I  brought  it  in, 
after  I  had  made  the  corrections. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  take  the  letter  and  read  it  over? — A.  Not  aloud. 

0.  Did  he  take  it  in  his  hand  ? — A.  As  1  remember  I  placed  it  on  his 
desk. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  look  at  it? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  he 
did  or  not. 

Q.  Why  did  he  say  it  was  satisfactory? — A.  I  don't  know  why  he 
<Ud. 

Q.  How  could  lie  have  expressed  satisfaction  with  it  when  he  had 
not  seen  it  % — A.  My  inference  would  be  that  he  had  read  it,  but  I  did 
not  see  him  read  it.     Probtfbly  I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  Did  he  express  himself  about  the  letter  in  a  reasonable  time 
after  you  delivered  it  to  him  or  at  a  later  period  in  the  day? — A.  I 
don't  recollect.  But  my  impression  is  that  he  said  it  was  saitsfac- 
torv  at  the  time,  or  undoubtedly  he  would  have  had  me  write  another. 

Q.  Let  us  see;  you  were  with  Mr.  Lilley  in  the  morning  of  that 
day?— A.  Yes,  sir .^ 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  dictated  to  you  the  form  of  a  letter  on  this  subject? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  oflF  to  write  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i  You  did  write  it  and  carried  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  and  he  read  it  over, 
and  it  did  not  meet  his  approval? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  suggested  changes  to  be  made  in  it;  you  went  awav  imme- 
diately, redrafted  the  letter  to  comply  with  his  suggestions  of  tnings? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  came  immediately  back  to  his  office  and  delivered  it  to 
him?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  recollection  what  he  said  about  it  one  way  or 
the  other? — ^A.  Except  that  it  was  satisfactory. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  see  him  read  it  to  ascertain? — A.  I  was  con- 
versing with  Mr.  Neff  in  regard  to  the  law  school,  etc.,  as  I  remember. 
Q.  At  precisely  what  part  of  the  time  I  have  gone  over  did  Mr.  Ijil- 
ley  present  Neff  to  vou?— A.  Why,  I  could  not  tell  whether  it  was 
the  first  time  that  t  came  in  witn  the  original  draft  or  the  second 
time.    I  imagine  it  was  the  first  time. 

Q.  Now,  then,  you  said  that  you  inferred  that  Mr.  Neff's  business 
with  Mr.  Lilley  was  the  subject  of  this  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  state  that.     Now,  if  Mr.  Lilley  dictated  a  letter  to  you 
in  the  morning  prior  to  your  meeting  Neff  in  his  office,  do  you  infer 
that  Mr.  Lilley  had  previously  seen  Neff  and  had  discussed    with 
337»J^PT  XII— 08 12 


1294  HEARINGS   ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION    288. 

Neff  the  question  of  the  letter? — A.  As  I  understood  it,  Mr.  Neff  had 
been  there  the  night  before  at  the  hotel,  and  he  had  sent  a  telegram 
for  Mr.  Lilley 

Q.  And  Mr.  Lilley  received  a  telegram?  Who  sent  the  telegram?— 
A.  I  don't  know. 

Q,  Who  received  it? — A.  I  understood  the  telegram  had  been  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  By  whom?— A.  By  ilr.  Lilley. 

Q.  mien? — ^A.  The  night  before  this  letter  was  dictated. 

Q.  Was  Neff  there  then? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  understood  he  had 
been  that  evening  before,  because  this  slip  of  paper  with  his  name 
was  something  Mr.  Lilley  had  brought  down  from  the  hotel — ^his 
name  and  address  in  Washington.  Neff  had  left  it  there  that  evening 
with  his  name  ahd  address 

Q.  Now,  let  us  see  if  I  get  it.     On  a  given  afternoon  Neff  appeared 

at  Waterbury  and  stopped ^A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  the 

evening  before,  except  the  fact  that  this  letter  is  an  indorsement  of 
the  telegram — I  didn't  see  Neff  or  know  anything  about  him. 

Q.  Wnat  do  vou  know  of  your  own  knowledge  about  Neff's  appear- 
ance in  Waterbury  before  this  letter  was  written?  What  do  you 
know  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — ^A.  That  I  saw  him  in  the  office  when 
I  submitted  the  rough  draft,  and  that  he  was  still  there  when  I  came 
down  with  the  copy. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  your  own  knowledge  about  his  having 
gotten  there  before?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  your  own  knowledge  about  his  having 
stopped  at  the  hotel?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  your  own  knowledge  of  his  having  seen 
or  nad  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  No,  sir.- 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  your  own  knowledge  about  a  telegram 
being  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  either? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  all  you  know  was  the  next  morning  when  you  went  into 
the  office  and  there  Mr.  Lilley  dictated  a  letter ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  covers  your  knowledge?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  else  that  you  have  imdertaken  to  speak  about,  how  did  you 
devise  knowledge  of  that? — ^A.  To  what  point  do  you  refer? 

Q.  How  did  you  get  any  information  that  Neff  was  there  the  day 
before;  how  did  you  get  the  information  that  a  telegram  was  sent  the 
evening  before  ? — A.  It  has  come  up  within  the  last  month  or  so  and 
was  told  to  me.  I  found  out  from  Mr.  Moses  that  a  telegram  had 
been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  When  you  were  introauced,  if  you  were  introduced  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  Mr. 'Neff,  there  was  a  scrap  of  paper — I  believe  you  describe 
it  as  yellow  paper — a  scrap  of  paper  that  had  on  it  Neff's  name? — 
A.  Well,  it  was  a  piece  of  hotel  paper,  lying  on  the  desk. 

Q.  On  Mr.  Lilley^s  desk?— A.  That  I  found  after  Mr.  Neff  had  gone 
out,  that  gave  his  name  and  address. 

(X  You  do  not  know  when  that  piece  of  paper  was  put  there? — 
A.  1  think  Mr.  Lilley  had  taken  it  out  of  his  pocket  when  he  brought 
in  other  letters  he  had  received  at  the  hotel  to  answer. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  address  was  in  Mr. 
Lilley's  possession  oef ore  vou  were  presented  to  Mr.  Neff  in  Mr.  Lil- 
ley's  office? — A.  Simply  tfie  fact  that  it  was  there  at  the  office,  and 
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the  hotel  is  half  a  mile  away,  and  I  found  it  in  Mr.  Lilley's  papers 
which  he  had  put  down  on  the  desk,  and  I  inferred  it  had  been  brought 
there  from  the  hotel  by  Mr.  lilley. 

Q.  Precisely  what  was  on  that  piece  of  paper? — A.  A.  R.  NeflF. 

Q.  Spell  it.— A.  N-e-f-f . 

Q.  Ally  other  address? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  606  Colorado  Building. 

Q.  Any  city? — ^A.  I  don't  remember  whether  Washington  was  on  it 
or  not. 

Q.  But  you  do  remember  that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  plain  and  legible?  If  Mr.  I^illey  could  read  could  he 
have  known  Nen's  name  from  that  memorandum  of  it? — ^A.  Had  he 
seen  that  paper  and  taken  pains  to  remember  it  he  could  have. 

Q.  Now,  the  question  is  if  he  could  read  and  saw  the  paper  could  he 
have  known  Neff's  name? — ^A.  Yes^  sir. 

Q.  When  you  came  into  the  office  Neff  was  there? — A.  If  that 
paper  had  been  in  Mr.  NeflF's  hands 

Q.  If  he  had  ever  seen  it? — ^A.  If  he  had  ever  seen  it. 

Q.  That  gave  him  an  opportimity  to  know  NefF's  name? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Then,  if  he  could  have  known  Neff's  name  at  that  time  from 
that  paper,  could  Mr.  Lilley  have  known  NeflF's  name  from  then  until 
now? — A.  It  is  a  perfect  possibility,  I  should  say. 

Q.  Is  it  a  perfect  possibility  with  ordinary  mental  capacity  to  have 
accomplished  that  feat.     That,  is  all. 

(The  witness  was  here  withdrawn  from  the  stand  for  the  present.) 

TESTIMONY  OF  MB.  M.  B.  MATLACK— Becalled. 

M.  E.  Matlack,  being  recalled  and  examined,  testified  as  follows: 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  document  is  this? — ^A.  This  is  the  original  copy  of  the 
resolution  that  was  introduced  in  the  House  on  the  14th  instant. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  the  date  appearing  on  it,  of  April  6? — ^A.  The 
House  is  now  in  recess  from  day  to  day,  and  working  under  the  date 
of  April  6.  It  is  the  legislative  day  of  Anril  6  but  the  calendar  day 
of  April  14.     This  is  the  original  copy. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Do  you  mean  this  is  the  original? — ^A.  This  is  the  original,  that 
went  in  the  basket  and  came  to  me  and  went  from  me,  after  being 
numbered  and  entered  in  the  books  to  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  from  which  the  copies  are  printed. 

Q.  Then  it  came  back  to  you? — ^A.  No;  it  remained  on  the  file  at 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  and  I  sent  for  that  this  morning, 
and  I  identify  it  as  the  one  that  went  through  my  hands. 

Q.  It  did  not  come  back  from  the  Government  Printing  Office  to 
you?— A.  It  came  back  to  me  this  morning. 

9-  And  it  is  now  presented  to  the  committee  as  the  ori^al  reso- 
lution offered  in  the  House? — A .  Yes,  sir.  It  bears  a  pencil  mark  of 
mv  writing. 

*Q.  '*H.  J.  Res.  169."— A.  That  is  my  figures. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  BENJAMIIF  WEB6TEB— Recalled. 

Benjamin  Webster,  being  recalled  and  examined,  testified  as 
follows : 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  :| 

Q.  After  first  telling  us  that  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  Mr.  Nefl'  to  you 
as  Mr.  Nefl",  a  representative  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company,  you  finally 
veered  about  and  said  something  about  bowing. — A.  No,  sir.  1 
merely  suggested  that  I  did  not  have  a  definite  recollection  so  far 
back  as  to  the  manner  of  the  introduction,  but  my  impression  was 
when  I  said  I  met  Mr.  Neff,  that  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  seen 
Mr.  Neflf,  and  after  the  following  daj  I  could  cany  away  the  im- 
pression that  I  had  been  introduced  m  the  office. 

Q.  And  you  so  testified  at  the  beginning  of  your  testimony,  and  in 
your  later  testimony  you  seemed  to  be  of  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Lilley  did  not  know  Mr.  Neff's  name.  Which  is  correct? — A.  I 
couldn't  state  whether  Mr.  Neff  volunteered  his  own  name. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  that.  When  you  met  him  in  there,  did  you  gain, 
the  impression  that  Mr.  Lilley  knew  Mr.  Neff's  name  or  not? — A.  I 
couldn  t  say. 

Q.  Then  you  would  have  us  to  understand  that  Mr.  Lilley,  acting 
partly  through  you,  prepared  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  upon  an  important  subject  at  the  request  of  a  man  whose  name 
he  did  not  even  know? — A.  He  knew  that  he  was  a  representative  of 
the  Lake  Boat  Company,  undoubtedly. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that? — A.  As  I  remember  it,  he  said  he  was  a 
representative  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company;  that  as  to  whether  he 
actually  knew  Mr.  Neff's  name  that  morning  and  had  to  ask  him  before 
introducing  me,  I  don't  know,  or  whether  he  did  ask  him  or  whether 
Mr.  Neff  mentioned  his  name.  But  I  remember  that  I  knew  Mr. 
Neff's  name  from  that  slip  of  paper  which  had  been  brought  down 
from  the  hotel. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  down? — A.  I  don't  know.  It  was  lying  on  the 
desK  and  was  with  Mr.  Lille} 's  other  letters,  and  I  imagine  he  must 
have  brought  it  in. 

Q.  Now  you  think  Mr.  Lilley  didn't  know  that  he  represented  the 
Lake  Company  except  as  Mr.  }*?eff  stated  so  there  in  your  presence  ? — 
A.  I  don't  knowwhetherhehadaletterofintroductionornot.  I  never 
saw  it  if  tliere  was. 

Q.  Then  the  general  tenor  of  your  version  is  and  what  you  wish  us 
to  understand  is  that  Mr.  Lilley,  at  the  request  of  a  man  he  had  never 
seen  before,  and  did  not  know  nis  name  even,  or  where  he  lived,  wrot-e 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  an  important  matter? — A.  Bridgeix>rt 
is  within  telephoning  distance  of  Waterbur}^  and  perhaps  Mr.  Lake  or 
some  representative  of  the  company  may  have  telephoned.  I  didn't 
know  anything  about  this,  whether  Mr.  Lake  had  telephoned  that 
Mr.  Neff  was  coming  on  or  how  Mr.  Lilley  understood  Mr.  Neff  v^as 
there. 

Q.  You  gave  us  a  little  wliile  ago  to  understand  that  Mr.  Lilley  did 
not  even  know  his  name.^ — A.  That  is,  Mr.  Howard,  as  I  understoo<I, 
asked  whether  he  knew  Neff  or  Neth. 

Q.  You  think  now  that  he  did  not  know? — A.  He  apparenth'  did 
not  know  the  spelling  of  the  last  two  letters. 
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Q.  How  often  had  you  met  Mr.  Neff  previously  to  that  time? — 
A.  That  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  met  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  You  had  heard  of  him  before  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  know  that  he  went  to  the  same  law 
school  as  yourself? — A.  We  both  started  this  session  in  the  freshman 
class,  the  1st  of  October.     That  was  the  9th  or  10th  or  8th  of  August. 

Q.  You  said  you  talked  at  Waterbury  about  being  in  the  same  law 
school. — A.  About  going  to  the  same  law  school.  We  were  both 
planning  to  enter  the  same  law  school. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  know  that,  if  vou  had  never  met  be- 
fore?—A.  Mr.  Neff  may  have  asked  Mr.  Lilley  if  I  was  going  to 
Washington  with  him,  or  he  may  have  understood  that. 

Q.  Many  things  might  have  happened;  what  did  happen? — A.  I 
don^tknow;  but  I  remember  of  that  conversation  about  the  law 
school. 

Q.  You  do  remember  that? — J^.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  went  to  the  House  document  room  to  obtain 
forms  of  resolutions? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  there? — A.  One  of  the  clerks;  I  don^t  recol- 
lect which  one. 

Q.  What  did  he  look  like? — A.  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  the 
gentleman. 

Q.  Was  he  white  or  colored? — A.  I  think  he  was  a  white  man. 

Q.  You  won't  swear  to  that? — A.  It  was  a  white  man,  as  I  recol- 
lect, that  got  it.  It  may  have  been  a  colored  man  that  I  asked 
orio^nally. 

Q.  You  mentioned  also  at  that  time  that  you  met  Mr.  Neff  while 
you  were  on  the  searches  for  forms? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  certainly  did.  You  said  that  you  went  to  the  House 
document  room  to  obtain  forms  of  resolutions.  You  said  vou  went 
to  the  Senate  then  to  get  some  forms  and  then  j^ou  said,  '*t  met  Mr. 
Neff/*  WTiere  was  it  you  met  him? — A.  Mr.  Neff  had  been  into  our 
office,  but  I  never  met  Mr.  Neff  before  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion, after  Mr.  Lilley  went  away.  I  imperfectly  understood  the 
question  if  I  gave  that  impression^  that  I  met  him  at  the  same  time 
tnat  I  went  to  the  House  document  room;  but  I  met  him  after  that, 
after  the  organization  of  this  committee. 

3.  Was  Mr.  Lilley  present  at  any  of  those  meetings? — A.  As  I 
,  I  believe  that  I  met  Mr.  Neff  at  the  hotel  once  or  twice  after 
this  committee  was  organized. 

Q.  Please  answer  the  question.  You  have  met  him  personally  every 
day  since  then,  have  you  not? — A.  Why,  probably  two  or  three  times 
a  week. 

Q.  You  worked  some  in  his  office  didn't  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Helping  him  get  out  these  questions  that  were  presented  to  us? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  vou  mention  meeting  him  in  the  office  of  Lillev,  Swift  & 
Co.  What  "is  Lilley,  Swift  &  Co?— A.  That  is  the  business  office  of 
Mr.  Lilley  in  Waterbury. 

Q.  What  is  the  business  conducted  by  that  firm? — A.  The  whole- 
sale meat  and  provision  business. 

Q.  Who  is  the  Swift?— A.  I  don't  know.     It  is  the  firm  name. 

Q.  Don't  you  laiow  Mr.  Swift? — A.  No,  sir. 
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O.  Where  does  he  live? — ^A.  I  don't  know  Mr.  Swift.  I  do  not 
understand  the  organization  of  the  company  at  all.  Simply  that 
Mr.  Lilley  manages  the  business  there  in  W  aterbury. 

Q.  Swift  &  Co.  are  not  in  Waterbury? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  With  whom  have^  you  talked  about  the  testimony  you  would 
give  before  us  to-day  ?— A.  Why,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  mentioned 
any  testimony  that  I  would  rive  before  this  committee. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  whetiier  you  had  mentioned  any  of  the  testi- 
mony that  you  would  give.  I  asked  you  with  whom  you  had  talked 
about  your  testimony,  about  your  being  examined  before  this  com- 
mittee.— ^A.  Why,  I  believe  with  Mr.  Neff — remarked  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  propriety  if  the  committee  subpoenaed  me,  being  Mr. 
Lilley's  secretary. 

Q.  How  did  he  come  to  mention  that? — ^A.  I  was  just  discussing 
whether  they  would  be  likely  to  subpoena  me. 

Q.  How  d.id  you  come  to  be  discussing  that? — ^A.  WTiy,  simply  it 
occurred  to  me,  the  possibility,  and  I  wanted  to  ask  his  opinion. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  Mr.  NeflF  about  your  having  drawn  this  origi- 
nal resolution? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  anything  about  the  original  resolution? — 
A.  I  believe  Mr.  Neff  expressed  regret,  the  first  time  I  saw  him,  that 
the  resolution  had  been  presented. 

Q.  Kindly  avoid  any  unnecessary  discussion,,  and  answer  the  pre- 
cise questions  I  ask  you.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  vour 
having  drawn  the  resolution  or  typewritten  it? — ^A.  No,  sir:  I  don't 
recollect  any  such  conversation  at  all. 

Q.  W^as  any  conversation  had  about  who  did  prepare  the  resolu- 
tion?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  who  had  typewritten  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  anything  about  who  you  would  say  did  it  if  you  were  called 
to  the  stand  ?^ — A.  No,  sir. 

O.  But  Mr.  Neff  thought  it  would  be  very  improper  on  the  part 
of  tne  committee  to  call  you,  you  being  a  Congressman's  secretary? — 
A.  As  being  Mr.  Lilley's  secretarv. 

Q.  He  is  a  Congressman,  isn't  lie? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  help  prepare  the  statement  which  was  sent  in  to  us, 
requiring  us  or  asking  us  to  subpoena  Mr.  Edinborough,  of  Bay  City, 
Mich.? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  help  prepare  the  questions  that  were  to  be  submitted 
to  Mr.  Edinborough  ?—  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  With  whom  else  have  vou  talked  about  the  probability  of  your 
being  subpoenaed  herei?  When  was  this  conversation  with  Mr. 
Neff? — A.  At  one  time  when  I  was  in  his  office  several  days  ago, 
perhaps  a  week  or  more. 

Q.  Wliat  made  you  think  you  might  be  subpoenaed? — A.  Why, 
the  general  impression  I  gathered  was  that  it  had  become  an  inves- 
tigation of  Mr.  Lilley,  and  they  would  undoubtedly  subpoena  me  and 
try  to  get  something. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  gather  that  impression? — A.  From  the 
newspapers. 

Q.  What  new.spapers? — A.  Why,  I  had  conversed  with  them 
often,  and  I  conversed  with  a  newspaper  man  in  the  Wyatt  Building, 
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and  he  said  the  committee  had  become  a  joke  and  an  investigation 
of  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  Who  was  that  newspaper  man? — ^A.  I  think  a  representative 
of  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer.  I  had  gone  to  him  with  an  interview 
after  Mr.  Lord  had  filed  his  libel  suit,  and  a  copy  was  sent  ns  by  some 
anonyinous  friends  in  Cleveland,  stating  that  Mr.  Lord  was — that 
he  believed  Mr.  Lord  was  a  liar,  and  if  he  was  the  same  Lord  that  had 
had  dealings  with  him  a  year  ago  he  was  positive  that  he  was,  and 
he  sent  us  a  copy,  stating  that  Mr.  Lord  had  been  in  Mr.  Lilley's 
apartment  at  the  hotel,  and  as  Mr.  Lord  had  never  been  in  Mr. 
Lilley's  apartment,  Mr.  Lilley  asked  me,  after  Mr.  Darlington  had 
taken  up  his  case,  and  requested  that  the  papers  bearing  on  the  case — 
Mr.  LiUey's  case — he  gave  me  a  general  direction  to  collect  detail, 
and  I  thought  this  might  be  interesting  to  look  up  if  Mr.  Lord  had 
stated  that  he  had  been  in  Mr.  Lilley's  apartments,  and  Mr.  Lilley 
said  he  had  never  been  in  his  apartment,,  and  it  simply  would  go  to 
establish  the  lack  of  veracity  in  Mr.  Lord.  So  I  took  this  to  the 
Cleveland  Dealer  correspondent  and  he  said  this  was  just  a  mistake; 
it  hadn't  been  intended  to  use  the  word  '^apartment.'' 

Q.  What  did  they  mean? — ^A.  Simply  the  hotel;  that  he  had  met 
him  at  the  hotel  and  had  gone  in  the  copyist's  apartment. 

Q.  What  other  papers  did  you  take  to  the  newspaper  people,  or 
interviews?  That  was  an  interview  you  say? — A.  That  was  a  copy 
that  had  been  sent  us  from  the  Cleveland  Leader — sent  from  tne 
Washington  bureau,  as  it  appeared,  of  the  paper,  and  that  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Lilley  to  the  press  committee. 

Q.  Then  you  thought  the  proper  wav  to  impugn  Mr.  Lord's  veracity 
and  show  that  he  had  testified  falsely  before  this  committee — ^you 
thought  the  proper  way  was  to  impugn  his  veracitjr,  not  before  the 
committee,  but  through  the  newspapers  ? — A.  This  is  in  the  matter 
of  a  libel  suit.  Mr.  Lord  has  sued  Mr.  LiUey  for  libel,  and  Mr.  Dar- 
lington is  the  attorney,  and  Mr  Darlington  requested  the  papers  in 
the  suit. 

O.  Then  the  papers  to  whom  you  have  given  information  labor 
under  the  impression  that  this  investigation  is  a  joke? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  rather  circulated  that  impression,  haven't  you? — A. 
I  don't  know  as  I  have  mentioned  it  to  anyone  unless  I  reported  it  to 
ilr.  Lilley.  Perhaps  I  did  report  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  in  connection  with 
the  statement  that  that  was  a  mistake — that  interview. 

Q.  We  are  not  talking  about  that  interview.  You  answer  quite 
fluently  on  matters  on  which  you  are  not  asked,  but  not  quite  so 
fluently  upon  questions  which  are  put  to  you.  When  you  and  Mr. 
Lilley  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  joke — is  that  what  you 
mean  us  to  understand ?---A.  No,  sir;  the  newspaper  men  said  the 
general  impression  among  newspaper  men  was  that  the  investigation 
Had  become  a  joke. 

Q.  You  had  been  giving  out  a  good  deal  of  information  to  news- 
paper men,  hadn't  you? — A.  Perhaps  I  have  given  copies  of  affidavits 
and  copies — or  prepared  copies  of  statements  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee to  let  the  newspaper  men  have. 

Q.  How  many  copies  of  the  letter  that  was  written  when  Mr.  Xeff 
was  in  Waterbury  did  you  make^ — A.  I  don't  remember  whether 
there  was  an  extra  one,  beside  the  one  that  went  to  the  Secretary. 
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Q.  How  many  went  to  the  Secretary  i — ^A.  Two,  one  mailed  to  one 
place  and  one  mailed  to  his  business  office. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  that? — A.  Why,  as  I  understood  it,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  gone  out  on  his  vacation,  and  the}^  did  not 
know  which  place  he  was  in,  whether  he  was  at  his  summer  home  or  at 
his  business  office,  and  so  we  sent  it  to  both. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  that  there  were  three  sent? — A.  No,  sir;  1 
don't  recall  three. 

O.  Now,  Mr.  Webster,  vou  said  that  you  wrote  and  had  put  in  the 
basket,  I  think  you  said  Mr.  Lilley's  resolution  with  reference  to 
extravagance  in  the  navj^-yard.     Did  you^ — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  prepared  it  at  the  same  time  that  you  pre- 
pared the  resolution  with  reference  to  this  investigation  ? — A.  It  is  not 
the  same  resolution  that  went  into  the  basket  that  I  prepared  at  that 
time.  That  was  a  copy  that  I  prepared,  a  copy  for  the  basket  with 
other  data  I  had,  relating  to  extravagance  in  these  yards.  I  simply 
kept  it  on  file  and,  as  I  remember,  Mr.  Lilley,  when  he  prepared  ms 
speech  for  the  House,  that  was  typewritten  right  in  as  the  first  two 
pages  when  the  final  copy  was  made.  I  ^mderstood  Mr.  Lilley  that 
the  copy  had  not  gone,  and  he  asked  me  last  Monday  or  Tuesday  to 
make  another  copy,  which  I  made,  and  one  of  the  pages — Mr.  Lilley 
had  one  of  the  pages  present  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  make  the  copy  from  ? — A.  From  the  Congressional 
Record. 

Q.  When  you  originally  prepared  it  ? — A.  I  think  I  based  the  parlia- 
mentarv  form  on  Mr.  Hobson's  resolution. 

Q.  When  you  originally  prepared  that  it  was  a  separate  paper  or 
resolution? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  part  of  a  speech^ — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  IIow  did  it  become  the  first  two  pages  of  a  speech? — A.  The 
whole  thing  was  assembled;  there  was  another  typewritten  copy  of 
the  speech,  and  several  clippings  pasted  on,  and  the  whole  matter  was 
typewritten  and  the  references  placed  in  parentheses. 
^  Q.  What  I  am  trying  to  get  at  is  what  became  of  the  original  paper 
that  you  prepared  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.  It  lay  around  the  table.  It 
mav  have  been  destroyed  at  the  time  it  was  copied. 

Q.  What  was  the  necessity  of  destroying  it? — A.  Simply  because 
it  was  further  useless. 

Q.  It  was  put  in  the  basket,  wasn't  it? — A.  I  did  not  understand 
about  that,  and  Mr.  Lilley  did  not  understand  it  was  necessary  to 
put  another  resolution  in  the  basket  in  addition  to  reading  it  on  the 
floor,  so  I  prepared  another  resolution,  and  after  the  speech  had  been 
put  in  the  Record  I  did  not  see  any  further  use  of  preserving  any- 
thing, and  they  were  probably  thrown  away.  And  still  it  may  be 
with  the  difTerent  letters  from  Departments  and  Bureaus  relating  to 
extra vajrance  in  these  different  yards. 

Q.  Will  you  ascertain  for  us?-  A.  I  can,  if  you  wish. 

Q.  We  would  like  to  have  you.  Then  you  made  from  the  Con- 
gressional Record  the  copy  that  became  the  original  resolution,  that 
you  had  put  in  the  basket?— A.  That  is  as  I  understand  it  now.  If 
the  original  resolution  that  was  presented  on  the  floor  by  Mr.  Lilley 
did  not  become  the  resolution,  then  I  made  the  other.  Our  stenog- 
rapher prepared  the  whole  speech,  as  I  remember  it,  from  copies. 
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Q.  Who  is  the  stenographer? — A.  A  young  lady.  She  copied  all 
three 

Q.  Now,  then,  you  said  you  had  the  resolution  put  in  the  basket? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  paper  jou  had  put  in  the  basket,  was  that  typewTitten  by 
your— A.    I es,  su'. 

Q.  And  you  copied  it  from  the  Congressional  Record  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  not  the  original  paper? — A.  It  wa^  not  the  original  paper. 

Q.  Was  it  ^^Titten  on  the  same  machine? — ^A.  It  was  not  written 
on  the  same  machine. 

Q.  What  machine  was  it  written  on  ? — A.  Why,  about  four  weeks 
ago  we  sent  to  Waterbury  for  another  machine,  one  of  our  extra 
machines,  that  we  have  in  the  business  office.  We  have  two  machines 
hero  in  the  office  now. 

Q.  And  this  is  written  on  the  new  one  you  ^ot  from  Waterbury? — 
A.  As  I  remember  it,  that  resolution  w^as  written  on  the  other  ma- 
chine that  came  from  Waterbury. 

Q.  If  you  had  two  machines  before,  how  did  you  remember  that  ? — 
A.  From  the  fact  that  I  use  that  machine  now. 

Q.  I  thought  you  just  sent  a  machine  to  Waterbury  a  short  time 
ago? — A.  Yes;  and  later  we  wTote  and  got  another  one,  after  thact 
one  had  gone  to  Waterbury. 

Q.  How  many  machines  are  there  in  the  office  now? — A.  Two. 

Q.  What  make  are  they? — A.  Underwood  machines. 

Q.  Both  of  them?— A. 'Both  of  them. 

Q.  The  overwTiters  or  underwriters? — A.  They  are  visible  type- 
writers. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  member  of  the  committee  who  desires 
to  ask  any  other  questions?  Is  there  any  Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  present  who  wishes  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions? 
h  there  anyone  else  present,  in  person  or  by  counsel,  who  desires  to 
ask  this  witness  any  questions?  [Mr.  l!^ittleton  here  presented 
questions.] 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Stevens,  will  you  ask  these  questions  of  Mr. 
Ijttieton's? 

Q.  1.  "  When  were  you  last  in  Connecticut?'' — A.  Either  the  1st  of 
October  or  the  last  day  of  September. 

Q.  Was  that  before  you  went  to  the  law  school? — A.  Yes,  sir.  The 
law  school  opened  October  1,  and  I  was  here  in  Washington  that  even- 

Q.  You  did  not  go  home  for  the  Christmas  vacation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  2.  "  You  said  you  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Lilley  in  Water- 
bury about  the  proposed  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 
}Vhen  did  that  conversation  take  place?" — A.  I  do  not  recollect  hav- 
ing made  such  a  statement. 

Q.  If  vou  did  have  any  conversation,  then,  it  was  prior  to  October 
1  ^  A.  It  was  during  the  summer,  perhaps  in  the  evening,  when  I  had 
^nwe  business  with  Mr.  Lillev  at  the  hotel — he  might  have  conversed 
at  that  time. 

Q.  And  talked  over  concerning  the  investigation  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company's  methods? — A.  Mr.  Taylor  may  have  come  up  in  that 
conversation;  I  don't  remember  the  occasion,  but  I  remember  that 
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he  told  me  that  one  of  the  Waterbury  manufacturers  at  that  time— I 
did  not  know  his  name — ^had  shook  ms  fist  at  him  because  he  had  not 
voted  for  submarine  appropriations. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  at  that  time  tell  you  he  thought  that  kind  of  con- 
duct ought  to  be  investigated?— A.  I  don't  remember  ever  hearing 
him  use  the  word  investi^te. 

Q.  But  he  thought  that  kind  of  conduct  was  reprehensible,  did 
het— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  some  kii^d  of  method  ought  to  be  adopted  to  stop  that 
kind  of  proceeding? — ^A.  'WTiy,  yes;  I  don't  know  that  he  ever  made 
the  statement  except  it  was  where — he  made  a  mere  statement  of  the 
fact;  I  do  not  know  that  he  expressed  any  opinion  at  the  time. 

Q.  But  in  his  conversation  with  you  at  that  time  he  condemned 
any  of  that  sort  of  conduct  and  methods? — A.  Yes;  I  believe  in  one 
of  nis  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he  also  did.  Perhaps  I  got 
the  iinpression  from  that  letter.     I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  But  you  do  remember  that  there  was  some  sort  of  conversation 
or  statement  from  him  condemning  the  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Company? — A.  At  some  time,  I  understand,  he  has -given  me  that 
impression. 

Q.  And  that  occurred  before  you  came  down  here  in  October? — 
A.   X  es,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  that  conversation  take  place? — A.  Either  at  the 
.  hotel  or  in  the  office,  or  perhaps  on  the  street. 

Q.  At  Waterbury? — ^A.  At  Waterbury. 

Q.  4.  '^What  brought  up  the  converaation?'* — A.  As  I  remember 
it  in  regard  to  the  manufacturer,  some  letters  may  have  come  in 
from  one  of  the  manufacturers  which  introduced  the  subject,  and  he 
remarked  that  perhaps  he  may  have  seen  Mr.  Taylor — he  may  have 
mentioned  Mr.  Taylor  after  the  meeting  with  him.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect the  circumstances  concerning  that. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  appear  to  be  on  bad  terms  with  Mr.  Taylor? — 
A.  I  never  saw  them  together. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  condemn  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Taylor  at  that 
time? — ^A.  I  am  sure  I  gathered  the  impression  that  he  placed  the 
blame  on  the  Electric  Boat  Company  for  using  those  methods.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  ever  said  anytning 

Q.  Can  you  recall  his  language  in  which  he  placed  the  blame  on 
the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  I  can  not  recall  that  language. 
Just  the  impression  I  have  of  the  source  of  the  conversation. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  vour  conversation;  how  did  it  arise 
at  that  time? — A.  Why,  I  simply  suggest  the  possibility;  I  do  not 
recollect  definitely  the  occasion  on  which  it  came  up. 

Q.  You  were  discussing  the  subject  with  hiin,  were  you? — 
A.  No,  sir;  he  just  mentioned  the  fact  that  Taylor  had  shook  liis 
fist  at  him.  I  do  not  think  he  mentioned  the  man's  name  at  that 
time,  but  that  a  manufacturer  had  shook  his  fist  at  him  because  he 
had  not  voted  for  submarines.  Perhaps  it  was  after  these  other 
letters  to  the  Secretary.  I  may  have  asked  him  about  it.  I  do  not 
recollect  anything  about  it. 

Q.  But  you  recollect  that  was  the  impression  upon  your  mind 
caused  by  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Lilley  at  that  time  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 
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Q.  5.  **Was  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  the  Electric  or  Holland 
Boat  Company  the  subject  of  conversation  between  Mr.  Lilley  and 
yourself  as  early  as  October  1,  1907?'' — A.  No,  sir. 

(J.  You  have  answered  that  it  was? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley  simply  made 
this  statement  about  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  the  Electnc  Boat 
people,  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Taylor  shook  his  fist  at  him.  I  do  not 
recollect  what  my  statements  were,  or  what  led  up  to  it. 

Q.  And  that  was  before  you  came  down  here  in  August? — A.  That 
was  before  I  came  down  here  in  August. 

Q,  About  how  long  before  that,  do  you  remember? — A.  Why,  as 
I  remember  it,  Mr.  NeflF  was  there  in  August  and  I  don't  know  whether 
it  was  preceding  or  following  his  visit  that  the  matter  came  up. 

Q.  Was  it  before  or  after  your  letter  of  September? — ^A.  I  should 
imagine  it  was  before  the  letter  of  September. 

0.  It  was  between  the  time  you  became  employed  by  Mr.  Lilley 
and  the  time  the  September  letter  was  written? — A.  My  statement 
in  regard  to  the  reprehensible  practices  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany, my  information  may  have  come  from  the  last  paragraph  in 
the  letter  which  condenmed  the  practices  of  the  Electnc  Boat  Com- 
pany, but  I  can  not  state  •whetlier  it  was  at  the  time  he  told  me 
about  Mr.  Taylor's  shaking  his  fist  at  him  he  also  condemned  the 
Electric  Boat  Conipany  or  not.     My  recollection  is  he  had. 

Q.  While  Mr.  NeflF  was  there  was  anv  part  of  their  conversation 
along  the  line  of  these  practices? — ^A.  I  heard  no  conversations  in 
reference  to  anything  of  that  kind.  The  only  conversation  I  recol- 
lect, in  Mr.  Lilley's  presence,  with  Mr.  NeflF,  that  I  had  with  Mr.  Neff, 
was  purely  of  a  social  nature. 

Q.  So  tne  only  conversation  you  heard  about  the  practices  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  was  with  Mr.  Lilley  in  connection  with  one 
of  these  letters? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  told  by  Mr.  Lilley  as  early  as  October  1,  1907,  that 
he  proposed  to  push  an  investigation  of  the  reprehensible  methods 
of  the  Holland  or  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  I  recall  no  such 
statement. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  he  condemned  these  methods  by  his  letters 
and  his  conversations  with  you,  did  he  intimate  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  to  stop  them? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
you  mean  by  intimate. 

Q.  Did  he  state  in  his  conversation  that  that  sort  of  work  ought 
to  be  stopped  % — A.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  definitely  expressed 
the  idea  or  not. 

Q.  Can  not  you  remember  any  part  of  the  words  he  used  in  talking 
with  you  about  it? — A.  I  can  remember  nothing  definitely  except 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  letter  to  the  Secretary,  which  gave  me 
the  impression  that  there  had  been  reprehensible  practices,  and  the 
fact  that  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Taylor  or  a  manufacturer  had  shook 
his  fist  at  him  in  Waterbury  because  he  had  not  supported  the  sub- 
marine proposition  there  in  Washington. 

Q.  Did  he  state  to  you  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  done 
that  at  the  request  or  by  the  direction  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company — 
A.  As  I  remember  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  had.  I  can  not 
state  whether  that  inrormation  came  to  me  since,  from  reading  the 
testimony. 
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Q.  But  he  did  condemn  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Taylor  at  that  time  f— 
A.  He  mentioned  that  fact,  that  he  had  shook  his  fist  at  him. 

Q.  How  long  after  Mr.  Neff  was  in  Waterbury  did  you  talk  with 
Mr.  Lilley  about  the  investigation  of  the  Holland  and  the  Electric 
Boat  Company? — ^A.  I  have  stated  I  don't  recollect  the  dates  of  this 
conversation  at  all.     It  was  sometime  prior  to  October  1,  1907. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  conversation  ? — ^A.  I  recollect  nothing 
definitely  except  what  I  have  stated  of  the  incident  of  the  manu- 
facturer and  the  last  paragraph  of  that  letter. 

Q.  Did  not  that  leave  some  impression  upon  your  mind  at  the 
time? — A.  Those  two  things,  yes. 

Q.  Wouldn't  you  be  Ukely  to  remember  a  matter  that  was  of 
imnortance  as  that? — ^A.  I  remember  those  two  facts. 

Q.  You  were  somewhat  interested  in  pubUc  affairs,  weren't  you? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  interested  to  find  out  how  pubUc  matters  are  conducted  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  as  that  impress  itself 
upon  you  so  that  you  know  what  occurred? — A.  No,  sir;  I  don't 
remember  the  conversation.     I  simply  remember  the  facts. 

Q.  Exactly  what  facts  do  you  remember? — A.  Simply  that  I  can 
positively  state  that  my  impression  was  that  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
letter  that  was  written  in  September  to  the  Secretaiy  of  tne  Navy 
condenmed  the  reprehensible  practices  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
and  stating  that  it  had  made  a  great  many  enemies  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  on  account  of  those  practices,  but  1  don't  recollect  the  wording. 
Ajid  also  that  Mr.  Ijillev  had  stated  that  this  manufacturer  had  shook 
his  fist  at  him  because  he  had  not  supported  the  submarines. 

Q.  Was  that  contained  in  the  letter? — ^A.  The  fact  that  the  manu- 
facturer had  shook  his  fist? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  else  occurred  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written  about 
this  matter;  what  else  did  Mr.  Lilley  say  to  you  about  this  affair? — 
A.  Nothing,  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Where  did  it  occur? — A.  The  letter  was  written  in  Waterbury 
in  the  business  oflBce  there. 

Q.  And  he  dictated  it  to  you,  as  you  were  in  his  office  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  change  it  after  it  was  dictated^ — A.  I  don't  remember 
whether  he  did  or  not.     He  may  have  done  so. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  statements  concerning  their  conduct  which  you 
omitted  from  the  letter  as  finally  sent^ — A.  Yes,  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Lilley's  copy,  j..st  simply  a  typewritten  copy,  and  the  last  paragraph 
was  not  incLided,  and  the  paragraph  that  went  to  the  Secretary 
inchided  the  statemenfaho.it  the  reprehensible  practices  of  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  Company  and  Mr.  Lilley  had  that  removed  and  made  the 
other  copy. 

Q.  From  the  copy  that  you  furnished  iis,  for  this  committee^ — 
A.   From  the  copy  of  it  in  the  letter  book;  yes. 

Q.  At  the  time  Mr.  Lilley  dictated  that  letter  to  you,  didn't  he 
indicate  to  you  in  some  way  about  the  nature  of  the  practices  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  he  describe  what  some  of  those  practices  were^ — A.  I 
don't  rememher  any  specific  statement. 
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Q.  Dicln*t  he  inform  you  in  any  way ;  didn't  you  have  the  curiosity 
t4»  know  what  those  practices  were? — ^A.  Why,  1  don't  remember 
anything  of  that  kind,  any  conversation  at  all. 

Q.  Didn't  you  ask  him  anything  about  those  practicevS? — ^A.  I 
iUm't  recollect  having  done  so.  . 

Q.  And  he  did  not  state  anything  further  about  them? — A.  I  do 
not  recollect  any  things  that  he  said  at  this  time. 

Q.  Did  3^ou  hear  hun  talk  with  anybody  else  about  the  reprehensi- 
ble practices  of  this  company? — A.  Why.  I  couldn't  say  positively, 
no:  but  I  don't  remember  having  heard. 

Q.  You  were  with  him  a  great  deal? — A.  During  business  hours  I 
was  there. 

Q.  And  took  a  great  many  dictations  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  any 
lime  I  was  there. 

Q.  Didn't  he  talk  with  anybody  that  you  heard  concerning  these 
affairs? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  do  remember  this  one  occasion  and  this  one  conversa- 
tion, and  this  one  dictating? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  said  that  you  and  somebody  else  had  considered  that  it 
would  be  verj'^  improper  for  the  committee  to  call  you  to  the  witness 
stand,  you  being  the  secretary  of  a  Congressman.  Did  you  so  state  ? — 
A.  I  don't  remember  that  I  did  state  that.     It  had  been  said  to  me. 

Q.  Who  said  it  to  you? — A.  I  understood  Mr.  NefF,  as  I  said,  made 
that  statement  to  me. 

Q.  I  will  ask  jou  if  you  prepared  a. written  statement  which  was 
submitted  to  this  committee  by  Mr.  Lilley,  beginning  on  page  15  of 
this  testimony  and  then  going  over  to  page  17,  in  which  he  says,  ^*I 
respectfully  request  that  witnesses  be  summoned  as  follows."  Then 
there  is  a  whole  lot  of  them  until  he  comes  to  Frank  L.  Edinborough, 
of  Bay  Citv,  Mich.  Did  you  do  the  typcfwriting  of  that  statement? — 
A,  I  don't" think  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  Mr,  Edinborough  was  called  and  Mr.  lilley  submitted  a 
list  of  questions  we  put  to  nim.  Did  you  prepare  that  statement? — 
A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  happen  to  know  that  Mr.  Edinborough  was  the  private 
secretary  of  Congressman  Loud? — A.  I  understood  he  had  resigned. 

Q.  That  the  information  elicited  by  these  questions  was  informa- 
tion  which  he  had  learned  as  secretary  of  Congressman  Loud;  you 
knew  that,  didn't  you? — A.  Oh,  I  understood  that  from  reading  the 
testimony. 

Q.  Dia  you  think  it  was  any  more  improper  to  call  one  Congress- 
man's secretary  than  another? — A.  Mr.  Loud  volunteered,  as  I  under- 
i^ood  it,  dtlring  the  testimony 

Q.  But  Congressman  Lilley  asked  this  committee  to  subpoena  Mr. 
Edinborough,  and  at  his  request  the  committee  did. — A.  ^  es,  sir. 

Q.  And  ne  submitted  certain  questions  to  us  which  at  his  request 
were  propounded  to  Mr.  Edinborough? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  now  appears  that  those  questions  were  prepared  by  the 
Lake  Boat  Company.  Do  you  see  any  particular  impropriety  in 
calling,  under  all  the  circumstances? — A.  If  I  understand  it,  there  is 
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nothing  reprehensible  at  all  in  the  methods  pursued.     Mr.  Lillej  had 
said  to  me  that  they  had  always  been  on  the  square  and 

Q.  Who? — ^A.  The  Lake  people.  They  had  always  been  on  the 
square  in  their  legislation,  and  they  had  friends  on  that  account  in 
Congress,  and  that  everybody  that  was  interested  in  a  good  square 
deal  was  a  friend  of  the  Lake  boat  people. 

Q.  When  did  he  say  that? — ^A.  I&  has  frequently  made  that  state- 
ment to  me  at  one  time  or  other. 

Q.  Where  was  that? — ^A.  In  our  office,  I  believe. 

Q.  In  Waterbury? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  in  Waterbury. 

Q.  In  Washington  also? — A.  I  think  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  letter 
to  the  Secretary  in  regard  to  open  competition. 

Q.  That  was  last  August  or  September? — ^A.  The  early  part  of 
August. 

(^.  He  said  the  Lake  boat  people  were  good,  square  people  and 
their  methods  were  square? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  why  he  favored  them? — ^A.  That  was  why  he 
favored  open  competition. 

Q.  You  said  somebody  said  to  you  that  this  investigation  had 
turned  into  an  investigation  of  Mr.  Lilley.  When  was  that? — ^A. 
Why,  I  don't  recollect  which  newspaper  man — several  newspapermen 
have  been  in  the  office. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  it? — ^A.  Two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  WTiat  hlad  occurred  at  that  time  and  in  what  way  had  Mr. 
Lilley  been  investigated  ? — ^A.  Why,  it  was  after  the  failure  of  the 
committee  to  produce  the  books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  I 
believe.  ' 

Q.  When  did  the  committee,  fail  to  produce  the  books  ? — ^A.  Why, 
the  committee,  of  course,  has  not  again — but  the  impression  was  that 
Congress  would  be  in  session  for  a  few  weeks,  and  it  would  take  an 
expert  auditor  five  or  six  weeks  to  go  over  the  books,  and  the  com- 
mittee had  not  as  yet  caused  them  to  be  produced,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  absurd  to  expect  them  to  get  all  the  facts  before  Congress 
adjourned. 

Q.  What  particular  newspaper  reporter  was  it  that  said  that  to  \ 
you? — A.  No  newspaper  man  gave  those 

Q.  Who  did? — ^A.  I  don't  remember  whether  I  gathered  it  from 
my  reading  of  the  newspapers  themselves,  or  some  newspaper  man. 

Q.  There  has  not  been  anything  about  that  in  the  newspapers, 
that  I  have  seen,  unless  you  gave  it  out.  Where  did  you  get  it? 
You  have  testified  very  freely  about  that,  now  where  aid  you  get 
it?— A.  I  don't  remember  wmch  newspaper  man  it  was. 

Q.  A  minute  ago  you  said  you  did  not  get  it  from  any  newspaper 
man. — ^A.  Two  auditors  came  in  one  morning  and  talked  with  me 
and  told  how  long  it  had  taken  them,  they  said  they  represented  a 
company  and  they  had  been  connected  with  investigations  and 
spent  six  or  eight  weeks  going  over  the  books,  and  had  located  the  i 
facts,  and  I  got  the  impression  from  those  two  men  it  would  take  six  ' 
or  seven  weeks. 

Q.  Who  are  they? — A.  I  have  their  cards. 

Q.  How  did  they  happen  to  come  to  see  you? — A.  Three  letters 
have  been  written  to  Mr.  Lilley  by  auditors,  asking  to  be  employed,    I 
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and  letters  were  on  the  desk,  and  these  two  auditors  came  in  to  see 

Mr.  Liilley.     I  understood  thOT  had  to  leave  town  in  a  few  days 

Q.  When  was  that? — ^A.  Why  some  two  or  three  weeks  ago  I  think 
it  was. 
Q.  Did  you  employ  them? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  you  said  a  few  newspaper  men  or  two  or  three  newspaper 
reporters  told  you  these  things.  Who  are  they? — ^A.  Two  or  the 
newspaper  men,  I  said,  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  Who  are  they? — ^A.  I  don't  remember.  Several  newspaper 
men  have  been  in  there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  one  of  them  ? — ^A.  I  think  one  was  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  man  that  was  in  there. 
Q.  What  was  his  name? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 
Q.  Johnson? — A.  I  don't  know,  the  Associated  Press  men. 
Q.  Do  you  know  them  by  sight?— A.  I  think  this  gentleman  here  is 
one. 
Q.  Which  one  ? — A.  The  one  at  the  end  of  the  table. 
Q.  That  ^ood-looking  man?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  said  that  it  was  an  investigation  of  Lill^Y;  did  he? — ^A.  I 
don't  know  as  he  put  it  exactly  that  way.  He  said  '*  The  Lilley  inves- 
tigation." 

Q.  Oh,  well,  it  has  been  called  the  Lilley  investigation  all  the  time, 
hasn't  it? — ^A.  No,  it  has  not.  It  was  the  empnasis,  the  way  he 
expressed  it,  that  it  was  a  Lilley  investigation.  It  had  gone  into  the 
Naval  Department. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  that  it  had  turned  into  an  investigation  of 
Lilley.  Who  was  it  said  that? — ^A.  That  is  the  impression  I  got  from 
his  statement. 

Q.  From  this  gentleman's  statement,  that  because  we  had  gone  into 
the  Navy  Department  we  were  investigating  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  That 
from  an  investigation  of  Mr.  Lilley  it  had  gone  into  an  mvestigation 
of  the  Navy  Department. 

0.  When  did  you  gather  the  impression  that  we  had  been  investigat- 
ing 3lr.  Idlle V  ?— A.  From  the  newspaper  men 

Q.  Whenf — A.  At  the  time  he  was  there. 
Q.  When? — A.  About  a  week  and  a  half  or  two  weeks  ago. 
Q.  Where  was  it?— A.  Li  Mr.  Lillev's  office. 
Q.  Was  that  impression  based  on  the  fact  that  we  had  subpoenaed 
aD  the  witnesses  wnose  names  Mr.  Lilley  had  given  us? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Or  that  we  had  put  to  them  the  questions  he  had  submitted 
to  us? — A.  I  simply  based  it  on  that  remark.  I  didn't  hear  his 
reasons  for  making  the  remark. 

Q.  Did  you  gather  the  impression  that  because  we  had  called  the 
Lake  boat  people  also  that  we  were  therefore  investigating  Mr.  Lil- 
ley ^A.  I  nacf  not  thought  of  the  matter  very  much. 

Q.  Think  it  over  and  see  if  you  did  not  get  all  of  that  statement 
out  of  your  mind  right  there. — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  heard  those 
words. 

Q.  Yes;  but  the  words  you  heard  do  not  seem  to  bear  out  your 
construction.     Now,  you  have,  talked  about  sixteen  times  of  some 
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gentleman  shaking  his  fist  in  Mr.  Lilley's  face. — A.  I  don't  reinem- 
Der  that  I  said  that.     I  said  Mr.  Lilley  "had  made  that  statement. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  talking  about.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  seem  verr 
angry? — A.  He  mentioned  it  just  once. 

O.  Why  have  you  been  mentioning  it  so  very  often? — ^A.  As  I 
understood  it  I  have  been  asked  that  several  times. 

O.  No;  I  donH  think  it. — ^A.  The  fact  came  within  my  knowledjre 
at  that  time 

Q.  Was  Mr. Lilley  angry? — A.  Why, my  impression  is  that  he  con- 
demned the  Electric  Boat  Company  for  taKing  such  a  means  to 
bring  influence  to  bear  on  a  Congressman. 

Q.  He  condemned  the  Electric  Boat  Company  because  this  man 
shook  his  fist  in  his  face? — A.  He  said  he  had  shaken  his  fist. 

Q.  Now,  was  he  angry  about  this  man  shaking  his  fist  in  his  face^ 
Did  you  get  that  impression  ?-^A.  At  the  moment  he  did  not  expres> 
any  anger  to  me. 

Q.  How  did  that  make  such  an  impression  on  you? — A.  That  he 
was  angry? 

Q.  Yes  — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  he  was. 

Q.  How  did  it  make  such  an  impression  on  you  that  you  could 
remember  that  when  you  could  not  remember  much  of  anything 
else? — A.  Well,  this  Mr.  Taylor  I  had  heard  of;  I  don't  know  that 
Mr.  Lilley  mentioned  his  name,  but  naturally,  being  acquainted  with 
the  Waterbury  manufacturers,  I  had  an  interest  to  Know  which  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Taylor  ? — A.  I  did  not.  The  first  time  I  have 
seen  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  here  in  this  chair. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Lilley  are  very  good  friends  to  this 
day? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  in  this  case  ? — A.  Parts  of  it. 

Q.  Well,  you  have  read  that  tney  both  said  that  they  were  good 
friends? — ^A.  I  believe  I  was  here  that  morning  when  something  to 
that  effect  came  out. 

Q.  Mr.  Taylor  was  asked  this  question: 

You  did  shake  your  fist  at  him.  Was  that  in  a  jocular  way? — A.  Yes;  a  friendly 
way;  and  I  don't  think  I  have  missed  an  opportunity  to  shake  my  fist  at  him  and 
tell  him  to  vote  for  submarines  every  time  I  nave  met  him  since. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  feel  that  it  was  an  intimidation  or  threat? — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  took 
it  in  a  very  friendly  spirit. 

And  he  afterwards  called  him  '^ Frank;"  and  you  intend  to  convev 
the  impression  here  that  something  very  severe  had  occurred,  and  it 
had  impressed  itself  upon  your  memory,  enabling  you  to  remember 
that,  although  you  forget  so  many  things  we  have  tried  to  have  you 
remember.     That  is  all. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  subpoenaed  with  a  subpoena  duces  tecum 
to  bring  all  your  stenographic  note  books  from  December  1,  1907. 

A.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  produce  any  I  have. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  produce  any,  and  it  seems  you  are  not 
a  stenographer.  On  the  examination  hj  Mr.  Howard  you  stated  that 
you  had  the  books,  but  you  could  not  fmd  them.  I  think  if  you  will 
search  that  you  will  find  these  books;  and  if  you  will  bring  those  books 
this  afternoon,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  original  resolution  of  February 
20,  1908,  introduced  by  Mr.  Luley,  and  also  all  notes  or  drafts  relating 
to  that  resolution  or  the  matter  of  the  investigation,  and  third,  the 
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original  House  joint  resulution  which  you  say  you  wrote  at  the  same 
time  and  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Lilley  last  Saturday,  and  fourth, 
all  of  your  dictation  note  books  from  December  1,  1907. 

The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  2.30  p.  m. 

AFTER   RECESS. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess,  at  2.30  o'clock 
p.  m. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Brous- 
sard. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  take  the  stand  again,  Mr.  Neff?  You 
have  already  been  sworn. 

8TATEMEHT  OF  ABNEE  B.  HEPE— Becalled. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  I  forgot  the  other  day  when  you  were  in  here  to  have  the  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  had  been  asking  you  questions  ask  you 
about  these  subpoenas.  The  first  day  of  the  hearing  Mr.  Lilley  gave 
the  names  of  some  witnesses  for  whom  he  wished  subpoenas  duces 
tecum  to  issue;  and  as  the  committee  were  not  otherwise  advised  as 
to  what  was  expected  to  be  proven,  by  direction  of  the  committee 
I  sent  those  subpoenas  to  Representative  Lilley,  that  he  would  have 
the  subpoenas  duces  tecum  made  out,  calling  for  exactly  what  he 
wanted;  that  then  the  committee  would  have  tnem  served. — ^A.  After 
consultation  with  Senator  Thurston,  I  prepared  those  subpoenas,  the 
first  few;  there  were  several. 

Q.  These  were  at  the  suggestion ^A.  Of  Senator  Thurston,  as 

I  recollect. 

Q.  As  to  what  to  put  in  them? — ^A.  As  to  what  to  put  in  them. 

Q.  Did  Senator  Tnurston  dictate  the  substance  to  put  in  them? — 
A.  Not  with  reference  to  these  subpoenas;  I  think  he  dictated  it  in 
some  other  form. 

Q.  But  you  put  it  in  the  subpoenas? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  subpoena  duces  tecum  for  Isaac  L.  Rice? — ^A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  Norman  G.  Johnson,  August  Treadwell,  jr.,  and  E.  B.  Frost — 
those  four? — ^A.  Yes;  I  think  those  are  the  ones. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  dictated  one  general 
form  that  Mr.  Neff  used. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  They  came  to  you  from  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Oh,  the  blank  forms 
were  handed  to  me. 

Q.  You  consulted  Senator  Thurston  about  the  matter,  and  he 
dictated  one  form  to  cover  them  all? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  wrote  them  on  the  typewriter  and  returned  them  to 
Mr.Vlley?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  were  received  from  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  I  think  that 
was  the  true  course. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Neff,  I  will  hand  you  this  copy  of  a  letter  and  ask 
you  to  examine  it  and  identify  it. — ^A.  This  letter  was  written  last 
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summer  after  the  Attorney-General  rendered  his  decision,  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Lake  was  sick  at  the  "time  and  could  not  go  on  the  mission.  I 
took  the  letter,  but  never  presented  it,  because  I  did  not  need  it. 

Q.  You  have  the  original  of  that  letter? — ^A.  Yes,  but  I  have  lost 
it;  this  is  all  I  could  find. 

Q.  Will  you  take  the  stand  and  read  that  letter  and  tell  us  about 
it?— A. 

[The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  C'Ompany,  submarine  torpedo  boata.    Simon  Lake,  president;  J.  C.  Lake, 
vice-president;  L.  B.  Miller,  treasurer;  Henry  J.  Miller,  secretary.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  7,  1907. 
Hon.  G.  J.  LHiLBY,  Member  of  Congress,  Waterbury,  Conn, 

Dear  Mr.  Lh^ley:  As  you  are  probably  advised,  the  Attorney-General  has  given 
an  opinion  in  accordance  with  our  views — ^that  the  late  legislation  of  Congress  doee 
not  interfere  with  the  absolute  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  awarding 
contracts  for  submarines.  This  of  course  is  very  gratifying,  but  strong  efforts  will 
be  made  by  the  Holland  people  to  secure  contracts  for  the  greater  part  of  the  present 
appropriation  of  13.000  000. 

I  had  hoped  to  see  you  in  person,  but  am  confined  to  my  bed  undor  the  advice  of 
physician;  and  I  therefore  have  asked  the  bearer,  Mr.  A.  R.  Neff,  to  go  to  Waterbury 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  matter  before  you.  He  will  give  you  Mr.  ThuiBton^s 
brief,  the  opinion  of  tne  Attorney-General,  and  also  show  you  the  telegram  and  letters 
we  have  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  California. 

While  we  do  not  anticipate  that  "the  Secretary  will  authorize  the  Assistant  Secretary 
to  make  these  awards  before  the  Secretary  returns  to  Washington,  yet  there  is  danger 
that  he  may  do  so.  In  view  of  this,  I  trust  that  you  will  give  carenil  consideration  to 
the  facts  Mr.  Neff  will  present,  and  I  respectfully  request  you  to  address  a  telegram  to 
the  Secretary  and  supplement  it  by  as  strong  a  letter  as  I  Know  you  can  write,  urging 
him  not  to  decide  as  to  how  the  appropriation  shall  be  expended  until  he  can  retuni  to 
Washington  and  personally  examine  not  only  the  reports  of  the  seagoing  tests,  but  the 
plans  and  specifications  submitted  with  our  bids.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  you  will  do 
this,  the  Secretary  will  become  convinced  that  the  Lake  Company  should  be  awarded 
contracts  for  at  least  one-half  of  the  boats  authorized  by  the  appropriation. 

That  was  our  contention,  that  our  showing  entitled  us  to  at  least 
one-half  of  the  appropriation.     [Reads:] 

This  is  a  critical  time  for  the  Lake  Company,  and  a  decision  in  its  feivor  along  the 
lines  suggested  will  be  of  the  utmost  value.  Please  make  this  letter  to  the  Secretary 
as  strong  as  possible,  and  I  assure  you  that  any  efforts  in  our  behalf  will  be  very  greatly 
appreciated. 

Y  ou  know  that  the  strongest  possible  efforts  will  be  made  by  our  competitor  to  enlist 
some  very  strong  political  advocacy  fen*  their  boats,  and  I  feel  that  this  is  a  time  when 
the  State  of  Connecticut  through  you  can  be  heard  to  great  advantage. 
Respectfully, 

Vtce-Presidem. 

Q.  How  is  that  signed? — ^A.  It  was  signed  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake.  But 
I  never  presented  this  letter,  as  I  did  not  think  it  was  necessary,  and 
I  simply  explained  in  a  few  minutes  what  my  mission  was,  and  at 
that  time  we  were  very  desirous  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  post- 
pone his  decision  imtil  he  had  returned,  inasmuca  as  we  had  taken 
the  entire  matter  up  with  the  Secretary. 

Q.  J.  C.  Lake  dictated  this  letter?— A.  I  think  Senator  Thurston 
was  there  when  that  letter  was  dictated. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  dictated  that  letter  at  the  hospital. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  But  it  was  signed  by ^A.  By  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake.     But,  as  I  say, 

I  never  used  the  letter. 

Q.  It  was  to  be  delivered  by  you  to  Mr.  Lilley  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  On  the  trip  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  that  occurred  about  this 
time? — A.  That  I  referred  to  in  my  testimony;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  that  letter  it  refers  to  certain  facts  which  you  were  as  the 
messenser  to  present  to  Mr.  Lilley  orally  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  evidently  he  did  not  wish  to  put  into  writing? — A.  Those 
were  simply  the  facts;  it  was  too  much  to  put  into  the  letter.  It 
was  simply  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  and  the  proof, 
and  I  was  to  just  explain  to  him  what  we  wanted  and  he  would  not 

?'ve  me  very  much  time,  as  he  had  some  social  engagements, 
herefore  I  simply  told  him  we  wanted  a  telegram  asking  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  postpone  a  decision  in  this  matter  until  he  returned. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  other  letter  that  you  presented  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  jou  mak^an  appointment  with  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  Well, 
I  tried  to  get  him  from  Bridgeport  two  or  three  times,  and  the  last 
time  I  understood  he  would  be  in  Waterbury  that  night,  and  I  simply 
took  the  train  for  Waterbury  and  went  up  to  his  hotel  and  sent  my 
card  up.  He  saw  me,  and  I  presented  the  matter,  as  I  have  already 
stated. 

Q.  You  saw  him  the  next  morning? — A.  Saw  him  the  next  morning 
and  got  the  letter. 

Q.  He  gave  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — 
A.  He  gave  me 

Q.  Tne  original? — A.  No;  he  did  not  give  me  the  original;  he  just 
gave  me  a  copy  of  what  he  had  written,  as  I  understood. 


r?— A.  I  think  he 


Q.  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy?— A.  Yes. 
Q.  Did  Mri  Lilley  hand  that  to  you  personallv? 
called  for  it  from  his  secretary  at  the  time.     I  don  t  know  whether  he 
handed  it  to  me  or  the  secretary.     I  know  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  catch 
the  train. 

Q.  But  the  arrangement  was  two  letters  were  written  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  at  different  addresses;  do  you  remember  that  part 
of  it? — ^A.  Yes;  I  wanted  to  catch  him:  I  wm  afraid  he  would 
leave;  and  if  he  left  one  place  we  would  catch  him  at  the  other.  I 
wanted  to  be  absolutely  sure. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  make  that  suggestion)  to  Mr.  Lillev  or  the 
Secretary,  as  to  how  they  should  be  ackiressed? — ^A.  I  think  I  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Lilley;  gave  it  generally. 

Q.  So  that  you  had  considerable  talk  with  him  about  the  condi- 
tion of  the  contracts?— A.  No;  I  did  not  have  very  much  time.  I 
told  him  what  I  wanted;  it  was  a  very  short  talk,  and  there  was  very 
little  said. 

Q.  Just  in  jonr  own  wav,  Mr.  Neff,  being  familiar  with  all  the 
transactions,  kindly  make  clear  to  the  committee  just  what  the  pur- 
pose was  of  a  personal  trip  taking  this  letter  with  you  and  what  the 
personal  trip  resulted  in.  In  other  words,  what  was  there  that 
could  not  have  been  done  by  correspondence  or  by  telephone  or  by 
telegraph? — ^A.  I  felt  this  way,  after  talking  it  over  with  Senator 
Thurston,  that  the  letter  might  he  on  his  desk  for  a  week  and  that 
this  was  important.  Ihe  opinion  had  not  been  made  and  we  were  three 
or  four  days  late  then,  andhis  secretary  might  have  gotten  word,  and 
he  telegraphed  right  back  he  would  be  tnere  and  take  it  up  that 
morning.  We  would  all  have  had  to  go  over  the  matter  with  the 
Asostant  Secretary,  the  same  as  we  had  gone  over  it  with  the  Secre- 
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tary;  and  inasmuch  as  we  had  taken  the  whole  fight  up  with  the 
Secretary  we  wished  the  Secretary  to  decide  the  matter  himself.  We 
also  felt  that  the  interpretation  of  the  law  said  that  the  discretion 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  and  therefore  we  wanted  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  highest  authority. 

Q.  You  knew  exactly  the  kind  of  a  letter  vou  wanted  written  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  if  you  could  get  it? — ^A.  I  had  ideas  what 
I  wanted.  • 

Q.  Exactly  what  you  wanted  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  those  known  to  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  I  told  him  it  was 
in  the  interest  of  competition  that  this  appropriation  be  divided 
between  the  two  companies;  that  we  felt  our  snowing  on  this  old. 
smaller,  and  less  powerful  boat  was  sufficient  to  show  the  practical 
data  of  our  boat,  and,  taking  those  into  consideration  with  our  plans 
and  specifications  on  file  for  a  more  superior  boat  and  the  reasonable 

Ericje  of  the  boat,  that  the  Secretary  would  be  warranted  in  giving  us 
alf.  We  never  felt  that  we  wanted  the  whole  field  at  any  time;  the 
field  was  broad  enough  for  all  competitors;  we  wanted  a  just  showing. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  that  to  Mr.  Lilley  the  next  morning  ?— A.  I  thiiUL 
I  outlined  that  to  him  in  just  as  short  a  statement  as  I  make  to  you 
in  something  like  that  language.  He  said,  **Get  up  the  telegram," 
and  I  went  right  to  the  desk  and  wrote  the  telegram,  and  I  put  it  as 
strong  as  it  was  consistent  with  our  puipose. 

Q.  You  wrote  the  telegram? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  signed  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  sent  it? — A.  I  went  to  the  telegraph  office  and  sent  it. 

Q.  So  far,  that  is  all  perfectly  clear  and  straight,  about  the  tele- 
gram. Now,  about  the  letter;  was  that  written  that  night? — ^A.  I  do 
not  know  when  that  was  written.  I  simply  left  him  and  took  a  walk 
around  the  city. 

Q.  Then  you  went  to  his  office  in  the  morning? — A.  Shortly  before 
train  time  in  the  morning. 

Q.  And  got  the  letter? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  conversation  occurred  then? — A.  Nothing  more  than  he 
called  his  secretary  and  he  wrote  a  letter. 

Q.  Right  there,  so  that  it  will  be  perfectly  clear  in  your  own  mind, 
he  simply  brought  the  draft  of  the  letter  and  did  you  not  make  cor- 
rections, so  as  to  have  it  in  better  shape? — A.  No;  I  made  no  cor- 
rections.    I  never  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  that  I  should. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  about  a  drart  of  a  letter  having  first  been 
brought  down  by  the  secretary  and  submitted  to  Mr.  Ldlley  and  then 
taken  up  out  of  the  room  and  then  rewritten  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect 
that  at  all.  I  know  that  I  went  there  for  the  letter  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  letter  would  be  prepared. 

Q.  Was  the  final  letter  or  a  copy  read  before  it  was  mailed? — ^A. 
He  handed  it  to  me  to  read. 

Q.  That  is,  while  his  secretary  was  there? — A.  Wait  just  a  minute. 
I  am  not  just  really  clear  as  to  whether  he  handed  me  it  to  read  the 
details  of  the  thing.  I  know  I  got  the  letter  and  saw  something 
like  it,  and  he  was  to  sign  it,  and  whether  I  brought  the  letter  bacK 
with  me  or  not  I  am  not  sure.     I  know  that  is  what  I  wanted. 

Q.  Whether  vou  mailed  the  original  letter  you  can  not  sayl — 
A.  I  don't  think  I  did.     What  I  wanted  to  do  was  to  do  so  that  I 
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got  results  up  there.  I  wanted  a  copy  'to  show  that  I  had  results* 
Whether  I  brought  that  back  I  can  not  say. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  about  the  original  draft  of  the  letter  and 
about  its  being  read  and  rewritten? — A.  No;  I  really  don't  remember 
the  details. 

Q.  All  that  you  saw,  you  went  there  to  get  a  letter,  that  was 
handed  to  the  secretary  to.  mail,  and  you  got  a  copy? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 
Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  beheve  that  Mr.  Lilley  knew  what 
your  name  was  that  morning  in  the  office? — A.  Simply  presented 
myself  as  Mr.  Neff,  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  that  'is 
the  only  way  I  presented  myself. 
Q.  Did  you  pronounce  your  name? — A.  Neff.  N-e-f-f. 
Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  hear  it? — A.  He  ought  to  nave. 
Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  lie  did  understand  that  that 
was  your  name? — A.  I  never  asked  him. 
Q.  Did  he  call  your  name  again? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that  he  did. 
Q.  Did  the  secretary  call  your  name? — ^A.  He  may  have,  or  he 
may  have  said,  "This  is  the  representative  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company,"  something  like  that.     Whether  he  did  or  not  1  do 
not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  ever  called  your  name? — ^A.  I  do 
not  know. 

(X^  When  did  you  get  back  to  Washington  ?  That  was  in  August  ? — 
A.  I  es,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  got  back  to  Washington — ^that  was  in  August? — 
A.  That  was  in  August. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Yes;  I  saw  him  in  the  late 
(all,  as  I  testified  the  other  day. 

Q.  That  is  right;  did  he  know  your  name? — ^A.  I  think  I  said  my 
name  was  Mr.  Neff,  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company.  I  don  t 
think  I  did  mention  my  name.  Then  he  knew  what  my  business 
was,  but  that  is  a  detail  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  knows  your  name  or  not? — ^A.  He 
ought  to  know  it  now. 

Q.  Before  this  investigation  started,  you  do  not  know  whether  he 
knew  your  name? — A.  No,  I  donH  know;  he  ought  to. 
Q.  He  ought  to  to-day? — A.  Not  my  full  name,  the  last  name. 
Q.  Xeff  or  Neth? — A.  A  good  many  people  do  not  get  the  last 
syllable. 

C^.  Had  he  any  reasonable  opportunity  on  account  of  reasonable 
business  dealings  with  jou  to  know  whether  your  name  was  Neff  or 
Xeth  before  this  investigation  opened  in  this  committee  room? — ^A.  I 
really  could  not  say  as  to  that.  I  said  I  had  seen  him  two  or  three 
times;  never  more  than  mentioned  my  name  to  him.  I  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  mention  it  to  him  after  that;  I  do  not  think, 
unless  his  memory  for  names  is  good,  that  I  had  made  any  impression 
on  him. 

Q.  You  were  getting  what  you  went  for  each  time? — A.  Only  this 
time  for  the  letter,  is  the  only  time  I  ever  got  what  I  went  for. 
Q.  That  was  important  to  you  at  the  time  ? — A.  I  thought  so. 
The  Chairman.  To  help  Mr.  Howard  out  in  that  question,  he  did 
i^ot  put  it  quite  fairly  whether  Mr.  Lilley  had  an  opportunity  to  know 
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your  name  the  time  this  investigation  began ;  but  did  he  have  oppor- 
tunity to  know  what  your  name  was  prior  to  the  16th  of  Mardi,  sec- 
ond or  third  day  of  the  session,  when  the  questions  prepared  by  you 
and  Senator  Thurston  were  presented  here? — A.  I  really  don't  know, 
because  I  did  not  take  any  pains  to  impress  upon  him  my  name.  Oft- 
entimes I  am  rather  negligent  about  that.  I  go  right  up  to  people 
and  forget  those  things,  and  talk  what  I  am  a£er. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  left  your  card  at  the  hotel  at  Waterbuiy! 
A.  I  gave  it  to  the  bell  boy,  and  when  he  came  down  I  don't  know 
whether  he  kept  the  card  or  not.  That  would  be  simply  a  question  of 
Mr.  Lilley's  memory — whether  or  not  I  made  any  impression  on  him 
or  not. 

The  CiiAiR3iAN.  After  the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  you  saw 
him  a  great  many  times  between  that  and  March  12? — A.  I  did  not 
see  him  very  frequently.  He  would  not  give  me  any  consideratibn, 
ve^  much,  before  that. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  he  call  you  when  you  met  him? — A.  He 
just  said :  "  How  do  you  do?  "  as  I  remember  it. 

Mr.  Howard.  Simply  a  psychological  question ;  it  is  a  trick  of  the 
mind  sometimes  to  leave  on  tlie  last  syllable  of  a  name  ? — A,  I  hadn't 
any  reason  to  withhold  my  name,  or  hadn't  any  reason  to  think  that 
he  knew  what  my  name  was. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  no  question  of  that  sort  at  all  about  your 
withholding  your  name.  The  question  does  come  up  what  Mr.  Ldley 
knew  about  you  on  the  12th  of  March. — A.  I  really  could  not  say 
very  much  about  that. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  call  Mr.  Hay. 

TESTIMONY  OF  JAMES  HAT,  JB. 

James  Hay,  Jr.,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  testi- 
fied as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  Howard  : 

Q.  Give  your  full  name. — A.  James  Hay,  jr. 

Q.  You  are  a  son  of  Hon.  James  Hay,  a  Member  of  Congress! — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 
.     Q.  Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  district?— A.  Seventh. 

Q.  Mr.  Hay,  do  you  know  Mr.  Webster,  who  was  on  the  ^tand  this 
morning  ? — A.  I  have  seen  him  in  Mr.  Lilley's  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  official  relation  to  Mr.  Lilley  is?— A. 
His  secretary. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  from  him  any  matter  to  be  printed  in  the 
newspapers  connected  with  this  investigation? — A.  He  was  the  means 
of  my  getting  some  copies. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  the  committee,  please,  substantially  what  he  did?— 
A.  It  was  purely  a  matter  of  courtesy  of  Mr.  Lilley.  I  had  asked  him 
whenever  he  was  giving  out  anything  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  it.  and 
on  this  particular  morning  I  went  into  the  press  gallery,  ana  the 
man  who  has  charge  of  it  told  me  to  call  up  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Web- 
ster, in  Mr.  Lilley's  office,  had  left  word  for  me  to  call  him  up,  I 
called  him  on  the  phone,  and  somebody  answered  and  said  he  was 
Webster.  I  told  him  my  name  was  Hay,  and  I  represented  the  United 
Press  Association,  and  lie  said  he  had  papers  he  thought  I  would  like 
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to  aee,  and  I  told  him — I  was  in  a  hurry — I  would  send  a  boy  over. 
He  said  he  had  to  have  them  back  because  he  did  not  have  copies  of 
them.  I  went  over  after  them  myself,  and  Mr.  Webster  at  the  time 
was  not  in  the  room,  and  there  was  a  young  lady  there,  and  I  asked 
f or  tke  papers,  and  there  was  an  envelope  on  the  desk  addressed  to  the 
United  Press.  She  took 'that  down  and  gave  it  to  me,  and  it  con- 
tained a  copy  of  some  affidavits.  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  were 
the  Butler  amdavits  or  whether  they  were  the  affidavits  made  by  two 
persons  about  money  being  paid  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to 
$«amen  who  had  worked  on  the  Electric  Boat  G^mpany^s  boats.  It 
was  either  that  set  or  the  set  about  Butler's  fees,  and  I  took  them 
back  to  the  gallery  and  made  a  story  from  them  and  loaned  them 
iq  two  or  three  other  men,  and  they  made  a  story  from  them,  and  I 
sent  them  back  that  afternoon.  I  think  they  were  the  Butler  affi- 
davits. 
Q,  Is  that  all  that  transpired  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Did  you  set  some  other  sets  of  papers  from  him  at  other 
times? — A.  He  nanded  me  one  or  two  papers  in  this  room  on  one 
or  two  occasions. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  they  were? — A.  As  I  said,  I  got  both  those 
sets  of  affidavits,  one  of  them  in  an  envelope,  and  then  he  handed 
me  the  other  set  one  day  here  and  said  he  had  submitted  them  as 
evidence  and  that  was  a  copy  that  I  could  use. 

Q,  Mr.  Webster? — A.  No;  Mr.  Lilley,  in  this  room. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  other  papers  from  Mr.  Webster? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  from  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  And  that  is  the  extent  of  your  dealings  with  Mr.  Webster? — 
A.  No,  sir;  except  that  I  had  seen  him  in  Mr.  Lilley 's  office. 

Q.  In  your  office  ? — A.  In  Mr.  Lilley's  office. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  him? — A.  No,  sir;  not  with  Mr.  Web- 
ster. 

TESTIMOITY  OF  BENJAMIN  WEBSTEE— Recalled. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  You  testified  before  recess  to  having  written  two  resolutions  at 
the  same  time,  one  for  an  investigation  of  the  submarines  and  the 
other  with  reference  to  the  pending  motion  with  reference  to  navy- 
yards  and  their  investigation.    That  is  correct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  prepared  them  at  the  same  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is, 
within  a  day  or  two ;  matters  collected  practically  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Wrote  them  on  the  same  machine? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Both  written  by  you  personally,  not  by. anybody  else? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  I  think  you  said  that  you  had  given  the  original  resolution 
about  the  na\7-yards,  and  so  forth,  to  Mr.  Lilley,  and  he  has  used 
it  in  part  of  his  speech,  as  the  reason  that  you  had  to  make  another 
copy  from  the  record? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  We  find  that  your  memory  is  entirely  correct  in  that  regard,  and 
we  have  procured  here  the  origmal  manuscript  of  Mr.  Lilley  s  speech, 
and  I  wish  you  would  see  whether  the  resolution  is  there. — A.  This  is 
the  resolution  which  I  prepared  this  week. 
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Q.  When? — A.  I  think  it  was  on  Monday.  Mr.  Lilley  said  that 
it  had  not  gone  into  the  official  record  of  the  resolutions,  so  I  made 
this  copy  from  the  record.    • 

Q.  That  is  not  the  one  you  identified  this  morning;  that  i&  the 
one  that  you  put  in  the  basket;  that  is  Mr.  Lilley's  speech? — A. 
This  was  made  on  the  same  machine. 

Q.  That  is,  as  I  understand,  the  original  resolution  that  you  drew 
at  the  same  time? — A.  No;  that  has  b^n  thrown  awaj  within  a  few 
days,  within  a  week.  This  is  on  the  machine  I  received  from  Wa- 
terbury.  This  is  hectograph  ink,  and  another  machine.  The  original 
resolution  I  handed  to  Mr.  Lilley.  Mr.  Lilley  must  have  taken  it 
with  him.  I  was  under  the  impression  that  it  was  on  the  same  ma- 
chine as  this  one. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  same  machine  as  that? — 
A.  This  was  made  on  a  different  machine. 

Q.  When  you  mention  "  that "  you  refer  to  the  balance  of  his 
speech? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  quite  likely.  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  this  was 
prepared  to  put  into  the  basket  originally.  Is  that  the  paper? — 
A.  That  is  not  the  one  I  prepared  originally.  That  is  another  copy 
I  must  have  made  at  the  time. 

Q.  Then  where  is  the  original? — A.  We  had  a  large  demand  for 
them  from  newspaper  men.  It  must  have  been  handed  by  Mr.  Lil- 
ley to  them.  I  believe  Mr.  Hallam  said  he  did  not  have  a  copy  of 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Lilley  handed  him  one.  He  undoubtedly 
handed  that  original  to  him  and  had  me  make  another. 

Q.  What  did  you  make  the  other  one  from? — A.  I  had  several 
carbon  copies  which  I  had  prepared  for  members  of  the  press. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that  before  the  speech  was  delivered  ? — A. 
The  speech  was  delivered  on  Saturday,  that  was  either  Friday  or 
Saturday;  Thursday  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  This  seems  to  be  a  paper  made  to  put  in  the  basket.  It  is  in- 
dorsed "  Joint  resolution  by  Mr.  Lilley,  of  Connecticut."  That  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  written  as  part  of  his  speech.  You  see  his 
speech  begins  "  Mr.  Speaker." — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  is  written  with  the  pen. — A.  As  I  understand,  Mr. 
Lilley  took  this  original  copy  and  undoubtedly  gave  it  to  one  of  those 
men  to  whom  I  had  given  a  copy  of  the  speech  without  the  resolution; 
one  of  the  newspaper  men  had  gotten  a  copy  of  the  speech  and  no 
copy  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  Where  would  Mr.  Lilley  get  anvthing  to  read  in  its  place  when 
he  made  his  speech  ? — A.  It  was  another  copy  of  the  resolution  which 
was  put  into  the  basket.  My  first  impression  was  that  that  was  it, 
because  it  was  made  on  the  same  machine  this  week. 

Q.  That  original  resolution  you  drew  somewhere  about  the  20th  of 
February  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  this  it? — A.  That  is  not  it;  no,  sir;  that  has  been  made 
within  a  week. 

Q.  That  is  the  joint  resolution  that  Mr.  Lilley  read  with  which 
he  prefaced  his  speech? — A.  That  is  undoubtedly  the  copy  he  used 
on  the  floor  of  the  House.  That  is  not  the  one  I  originally  prepared  to 
go  with  this. 

Q.  When  you  say  with  this,  what  do  you  mean  ? — A.  To  introduce 
with  this. 
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Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  this? — A.  With  this  copy  of  his  speech. 
Q.  When  you  prepared  it  on  the  20th  of  February  you  did  not  pre- 
pare it  as  part  of  the  speech^  did  you ;  you. prepared  it  to  put  in  the 
wsbet? — ^A.  It  -was  changed  before  I  prepared  it.    I  threw  away  that 
ori^nal,  probably.    I  beueve  he  had  five  members  in  the  commission 
first,  and  changed  it,  reduced  it  to  three,  but  the  paper  he  had  with 
him  was  drawn  within  two  weeks.    This  was  a  copy  of  the  resolution. 
Q.  Then  what  became  of  the  ori^nal  resolution  ? — A.  The  original 
I  drew  at  that  time  we  changed  it  from  five  commissioners  to  three 
conmiissioners ;  probably  threw  that  away  or  marked  it  over.    I  had 
about  fifteen  to  twenty  copies  for  newspaper  men. 
Q.  Then  you  say  that  this  copy  which  Mr.  Lilley  read  as  part  of 

his  speech A.  That  is  the  same  machine  as  that. 

Q.  I  understand ;  but  when  it  gets  into  the  record  and  you  say  that 
this  is  the  same  as  that,  nobody  will  understand. — A.  The  speech 
here  is  diflferent  from  these  three  sheets.  These  were  all  made  on  the 
morning  he  made  his  speech,  as  I  remember  it,  and  originally  there 
was  a  newspaper  clipping  from  the  Tribune  pasted  on  another  sheet 
on  top  of  this.  He  nad  me  copy  this  off  so  as  to  have  it  all  type- 
written and  mailed  together.  That  was  mailed  at  the  same  time  that 
thftt  was. 

Q.  You  mean  that  this  copy  of  the  joint  resolution  which  Mr. 
Lilley  read  as  part  of  his  speech  was  written  at  the  same  time  that 
the  rest  of  his  speech  was  ? — A.  I  mean  these  first  three  sheets  were 
written  on  the  morning  that  he  introduced  it,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  given  away  his  original  resolution  to  somebody,  some  news- 
paper man,  and  that  was  made  from  a  newspaper  clipping. 

Q.  Now,  the  third  Isheet? — A.  Was  made  from  a  newspaper  clip- 
pmg. 

Q.  The  first  two  sheets  are  a  joint  resolution,  the  third  sheet  begins 
"In  view  of  the  fact  that  Admiral  Goodrich  has  been  appointed  to 
visit  all  the  navy-yards,"  etc.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  three  sheets,  you  say,  were  written  on  the  new  machine  ? — 
A  The  machine  which  came  from  Waterbury.  That  is  not  a  new 
machine:  it  is  one  that  has  been  used. 

Q.  When  did  it  come  from  Waterbury? — A.  I  wrote  for  it  five 
or  six  weeks  ago ;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  know  when  you  got  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  it  came  within 
two  or  three  days  of  that  time. 

Q.  It  is  written  on  the  same  machine  as  the  speech? — A.  This  is 
another  machine. 

Q.  Which  you  got  from  Mr.  Browning? — A.  Came  from  Mr. 
Browning. 

Q.  That  is  a  different  machine  from  which  the  first  three  pages 
were  written  on?— A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  same  make  machine,  but  not 
the  same  machine. 

Q.  I  thought  I  understood  you  to  say  this  morning  the  paper  Mr. 
Lilley  read  was  the  original  resolution  Mr.  Lilley  prepared? — ^A* 
That  was  my  impression ;  I  had  forgotten  about  his  giving  the  other 
away. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  to  whom  he  gave  the  other  ? — A.  Except  Mr. 
Hallan  had  been  given  a  copy  of  the  speech  without  a  copy  of  the 
resolution,  and  he  wanted  a  copy  of  the  resolution. 
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Q.  Then,  Mr.  Webster,  have  you  no  carbons  of  these  three  pag^ 
containing  the  joint  resolution  which  Mr.  Lilley  read  as  part  of  his 
speech? — A.  As  I  remember,  I  made  simply  the  single  copy  which 
he  wanted  that  morning  to  use  on  the  floor  from  carbons  which  I  had 
not  as  yet  given  out  to  newspaper  men. 

Q.  If  it  was  made  for  use  on  the  floor,  why  did  you  put  a  backing 
on  it  "  Introduced  by  Mr.  Lilley?" — A.  Introduced  by  Mr.  Lilley? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  It  was  my  supposition  that  he  would  present  it;  that 
is,  it  would  have  gone  into  the  basket  the  same  as  any  (^er  resolu- 
tion. 

Q.  From  what  did  you  copy  it? — A.  From  one  of  the  carbon  copies 
which  I  had  there, 

Q.  Where  is  the  carbon  copy  from  which  you  copied  it? — A.  It 
has  undoubtedly  been  given  to  one  of  the  newspaper  men.  Several 
of  them  came  in  at  that  time,  I  do  not  remember  who,  but  we  had 
eight  or  ten  of  them,  carbon  copies. 

Q.  Of  this  paper  that  you  wrote  for  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Of  the  orig- 
inal, which  he  has  evidently  given  to  some  one  else;  I  don't  know  to 
whom ;  I  imagine  to  Mr.  Hallan. 

Q.  If  he  had  given  them  all  away,  from  what  did  you  make  a 
copy  ? — A.  Mr.  Hallan  did  not  see  Mr.  Lilley  at  the  office,  he  met  him 
somewhere  else,  and  Mr.  Lilley  had  a  copy  ot  that  speech,  as  I  remem- 
ber it,  and  a  copy  of  the  ori^nal  resolution  in  his  pocket,  and  I  do 
not  know  what  occurred,  but  he  asked  me  to  make  another  copy  of  the 
resolution  that  morning  when  he  came  in. 

Q.  After  you  had  given  away  the  last  copy? — A.  It  was  not  the 
last  copy ;  it  was  the  only  copy  he  had  with  him. 

Q.  Wliy  was  it  necessary  to  make  the  other  to  be  used  in  his  speech 
if  you  had  other  carbon  copies  ? — ^A.  They  were  not  made  for  use  with 
his  speech.  They  had  corrections  on  them  and  he  wanted  to  have  a 
clear  copy  without  corrections  on  it 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  readv  to  comply,  Mr.  Webster,  with  the 
request  for  the  copies  of  the  resolution  ? 

A.  I  found  none  at  all.  I  found  none  of  those  copies.  I  have 
looked  through  the  drawers  and  found  no  copies  of  resolutions  at  alL 

The  CiiAiKMAN.  None  of  the  drafts  or  suggestions  of  the  first  two? 

A.  No,  sir ;  there  is  nothing  there.    I  had  not  taken  pains  to  copy  it. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  bring  your  notebooks? 

A.  Mr.  Lilley  has  those. 

The  Chairman.  You  found  some? 

A.  The  stenographer  down  there  had  found  two,  I  believe,  in  the 
desk  with  her  others.  She  had  several  others  in.  She  had  laid  them 
out  and  Mr.  Lilley  had  them  when  I  went  down.  They  were  note- 
books which  I  had  used  with  some  stenographic  notes. 

The  Chairman.  \\Tiat  dates  were  in  ? 

A.  None  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  No  dates  or  memoranda? 

A.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Used  by  any  other  amanuensis  or  stenographer  but 
yours  ? 

A.  I  believe  one  of  them  had  some  stenographic  notes  in  of  a  fel- 
low wlio  came  in  of  a  couple  of  evenings  to  help  me  out  on  some  let- 
ters I  was  not  caught  up  on. 
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A,  That  was  before  the  employment  of  this  young  lady  as  stenog- 
rapher. 

The  Chairman.  ^Vho  was  it  that  came  in  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  his  name.  I  got  hold  of  him  through  one 
of  the  business  colleges  by  telephone. 

The  Chairman.  That  will  be  all. 

Will  you  take  the  stand,  Mr.  Lilley  ? 

BEPBESENTATIVE  GEOSOE  L.  UIXET— Seoalled. 

By  Mr.  Howard  : 

Q-  Mr.  Lilley,  have  you  any  additional  facts  within  your  own 
knowledge  or  information  concerning  anybody  else's  knowledge  that 
would  tend  to  establish  anyone  or  any  part  of  the  charges  made 
against  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  furnish  to  the  committee  ? — ^A. 
Why,  I  got  some  letters  from  various  people  who  claim  to  know  more 
or  less  about  the  Electric  and  Holland  Boat  companies.  I  have  not 
saved  very  many  of  them.  A  good  many  were  anonymous,  and  some 
of  them  from  apparently  crazy  people,  and  I  had  one  or  two  from 
John  P.  HoUana  that  I  presume  from  the  tone  of  the  letters  I  should 
think  perhaps  he  might. give  some  information.  I  would  like  to 
look  them  over  before  the  close  of  the  hearings  and  submit  them 
to  the  committee,  and  let  them  use  their  judgment  about  summoning 
them. 

Q.  Now,  have  you  anythinj^  else? — A.  I  would  like  to  make  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  testimony  that  I  have  listened  to  to-day, 
if  vou  will  permit  me  to  do  so. 

0^  Why,  yes;  the  fullest  opportunity;  there  will  be  no  limit  to  it, 
except  time,  and  we  will  not  cut  you  oflP.  Before  going  into  that, 
the  .committee  would  like  to  be  advised  if  there  is  any  other  source 
of  information  in  your  possession  that,  if  the  committee  had  it,  it 
could  undertake  to  procure  the  testimonv  suggested  by  any  informa- 
tion which  you  have  ? — A.  Well,  I  woufd  like  to  look  through  what 
correspondence  I  have  had  on  the  subject  and  refresh  my  memory, 
and  I  will  take  it  up  with  the  committee.  I  am  not  prepared  to  state 
at  this  moment  whether  I  would  advise  any  further  summoning  of 
witnesses,  if  you  ask  for  my  opinion,  but  I  will  do  so. 

Q.  We  want  your  information  and  we  want  your  opinion. — A. 
Very  well,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  meet  the  committee  and  give  it  to 
them. 

Q-  You  see  if  other  witnesses  are  suggested  and  are  to  be  sub- 
poenaed, the  more  time  we  have  to  do  it,  the  sooner  we  could  get 
them  before  us  is  the  point  about  that. — A.  T  am  desirous  of  assisting 
the  committee  in  any  way  that  I  can. 

Q.  We  are  desirous  of  having  it  in  just  what  quantities  and  as 
rapidly  as  we  can  assimilate  it.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  committee  to 
hear  you  in  your  own  way  and  cover  any  matter  that  you  desire  to 
present  to  it. 

Senator  Thurston.  On  this  matter  of  witnesses,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  they  have  not  already  been  summoned,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  would  submit  to  the  committee  the  proprietv  of  summoning 
Mr.  Flint  and  Mr.  Huffh  Grant  Brown,  or  whatever  his  name  is. 
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The  Chairman.  I  thought  it  was  stated  in  open  coimnittee  that 
Mr.  Berg,  Mr.  Flint,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Grant  Brown  were  subpoenaed 
several  days  ago. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  probably  did  not  catch  it. 

The  Chairman.  They  are  subpoenaed  to  appear  on  Monday.  Those 
are  all  that  we  have  that  have  not  been  heard  so  far,  and  the  com- 
mittee did  that  on  its  own  initiative.  We  thought  it  was  just  to  both 
parties. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  you  would 
subpoena  them. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  one  of  the  conflicts  of  testimony  in  this  case, 
and  the  committee  insists  upon  having  it  straightened  out,  if  human 
testimony  can  straighten  it  out,  and  all  three  of  them  have  been 
subpoenaed. 

The  Witness.  I  would  like  to  take  up  first  the  visit  of  Mr.  Xeff, 
whose  name  I  have  become  quite  familiar  with,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  I  could  not  positively  state  whether  he  spelled  it  'ff  "  or  "  th '^  at 
the  beginning  of  this  hearing.  I  never  charge  my  memory  with  men's 
names  who  come  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  my  action  in 
any  legislative  matters.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  a -good  many 
Members  of  the  House  who  I  can  not  recall  by  name.  I  presume  the 
majority  of  them.  I  say,  "How  do  you  do?  "  to  them  every  day; 
I  do  not  think  I  have  the  happy  faculty  of  remembering  names, 
although  I  remember  faces  very  well. 

I  knew  whom  Mr.  Neff  had  represented  because  he  had  importuned 
me  here  in  previous  sessions  of  Congress.  I  have  apartments  at 
Hotel  Elkton  at  Waterbury,  and  when  people  call  to  see  me,  if  they 
are  people  I  want  to  spend  time  with  I  always  say,  "Send  them  up," 
but  when  this  card  came  I  was  going  out  and  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  I  was  going  put  of  the  hotel  or  going  to  attend  a  dinner 
party  in  the  hotel  that  night.  I  remember  very  well  I  did  not  want 
to  spend  much  time  with  him,  and  instead  of  having  him  sent  to  the 
room  I  went  down  to  him.  Aly  impression  was  we  did  not  sit  down. 
I  know  I  was  in  a  great  hurry,  and  told  him  so,  and  he  outlined  very 
briefly  what  his  mission  was,  that  he  thought  under  the  ruling  of  the 
Attorney-General  that  they  were  entitled  to  some  part  of  the  business. 
I  did  not  attend  the  trials  at  Newport  and  had  seen  no  report 
of  the  trials  at  Newport, -and  I  got  from  him  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible just  what  he  wanted,  and  it  being  a  Connecticut  company  I 
assumed  that  he  thought  that  perhaps  it  was  my  duty  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  withhold  his  letting  of  the  contracts  until  such  time  as  he  re- 
turned. I  think  that  was  his  purpose,  and  I  said  to  him — and  for  no 
other  reason  than  I  was  anxious  to  get  away  and  was  busy — ^"  You 
just  write  a  telegram  there,  such  as  you  think  covers  your  point." 
He  told  me,  in  effect,  what  he  wanted,  which  I  asked  him  to  put  on  a 
telegraph  blank,  and  he  did  so,  and  I  signed  it,  and  I  don't  know 
whether  he  sent  it  or  whether  I  sent  it.  but  I  know  I  got  away  by 
telling  him  that  I  would  see  him  the  loUowing  morning.  My  im- 
pression is  he  wanted  me  to  write  a  letter  that  night,  but  I  did  not 
want  to  wait  to  do  it.     The  next  morning,  while  I  won't  be  absolutely 

Sositive,  my  impression  is  that  I  had  dictated  that  letter  before  Mr. 
icff  showed  up  at  the  office,  and  that  Mr.  Webster  had  brought  me 
down  a  copy.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  say  dictated,  I  think  outlined 
would  be  a  better  word,  and  he  brought  the  copy  down  and  I  made 
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some  changes  in  it,  and  sent  it  back.  His  office  was  upstairs  in  my 
place  of  business,  and  when  I  am  home  I  am  pretty  busy  business- 
wise.  When  he  came  back  with  that  letter,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
right,  and  I  think  it  does,  Mr.  Neflf  was  in  the  office  and  I  think  I 
handed  that  letter  to  him  there  and  asked  him  what  he  wanted,  and 
he  said  he  thought  it  was  a  very  good  letter,  or  words  to  that  effect, 
and  that  is  all  there  was  to  that  interview.  I  heard  Mr.  Neff  and  mv 
secretary  make  some  talk  about  going  to  the  Georgetown  Law  School, 
possibly  I  said  that  Mr.  Webster  was  going  down  on  October  1  in 
order  to  attend  the  law  school,  and  he  said  that  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  do  anything  he  could  for  him  here  in  Washington  in  the  way 
of  showing  him  around  or  locating  him. 

I  do  not  just  recall  having  seen  Mr.  Neff  again  until  I  landed  here 
in  Washington  one  morning  with  Governor  Woodruff  and  a  party 
of  several  hundred  who  had  been  down  to  the  Jamestown  Fair  on 
Connecticut  Day.  I  believe  he  called  at  the  Raleigh  Hotel  where  our 
party  was  stopping.  The  next  time  I  saw  him  was  when  I  came 
down  here  in  the  winter  to  attend  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  I  do 
not  recall  but  one  time  that  I  had  talk  with  him,  and  that  was  when 
he  asked  me  whether,  in  the  event  of  a  resolution  which  was  presented, 
if  I  would  offer  a  resolution  of  throwing  the  matter  open  to  competi- 
tion, and  I  said,  "  I  do  not  care  to  offer  any  resolutions  for  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company.  You  know  how  I  feel  about  submarines." 
Ana— yes,  I  think  that  there  was  one  other  occasion  he  asked  whether 
I  woufd  introduce  a  resolution  or  bill,  rather,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion of  $3,000,000  for  submarines,  and  I  declined  to  do  that.  I  am 
?uite  sure  I  told  him  I  would  not  vote  for  a  $3,000,000  appropriation 
or  submarines,  and  I  did  not  believe  that  any  such  amount  would 
pass  the  committee.  He  afterwards  did  introduce  a  bill,  which  I 
think  called  for  $2,000,000,  but  that  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Sperry, 
of  Connecticut.  Some  time  during  the  Christmas  recess — I  am  quite 
sure  it  was  during  the  Christmas  recess,  although  I  am  not  positive 
on  dates,  I  have  not  charged  my  memory  at  all  with  that— I  got  a 
telegram  asking  me  to  meet  some  Connecticut  delegation,  a  delegation 
of  some  gentlemen  from  Bridgeport  on  a  certam  day.  I  paid  no 
attention  to  the  telegram,  but  I  understand  the  rest  of  the  delegation 
did  meet  here  and  had  a  luncheon  here  at  the  New  Willard,  and  I 
think  went  to  the  Department.  But  after  coming  back  here,  I  was 
telephoned  asking  if  1  would  come  to  Senator  Bulkeley's  office  at  3 
o'clock.  I  said  "  Yes;"  and  I  went  over  there  and  found  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Connecticut  delegation,  and  I  do  not  recall  at  the  mo- 
ment who  or  how  many. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  Senator  Butler? — A.  Bulkeley. 
I  think  the  two  Senators  were  there,  and  one  or  two  members  of  Con- 
gress. They  wanted  to  know  whether  I  would  not  go  over  to  the 
Secretary's  office  in  regard  to  the  proposition  the  Lakes  made  to 
build  a  boat  on  their  own  account,  to  put  up  all  the  money  them- 
5«lves,  and  after  its  completion  and  trials,  if  it  came  up  to  certain 
specifications  and  requirements  that  should  be  laid  down  by  the 
Department  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  they  should  buy  that 
boat.  I  understood  that  the  boat  had  got  to  be  superior  to  any  boat 
that  had  been  built,  and  I  thought  that  that  was  a  fair  proposition, 
and  my  colleagues  seemed  to  think  that  I  ought  to  accompany  the 
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Q.  You  see  the  significance  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  very  outset  the  charges  themselves  were  drawn  by  the 
attorney  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company — A.  I  had  no  attorney  here, 
I  do  not  recall  that  Senator  Thurston  embodied  anything  here,  except 
my  ideas  and  suggestions.     I  do  not  see  here  the  charges  that  I  made.' 

Q.  See  page  14. 

The  Chairman.  The  whole  proceedings  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  begin  at  the  top  of  page  4 ;  first  your  resolution  and  then  a  full 
account  of  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

The  Witness.  What  page? 

The  Chairman.  Reports  with  the  proceedings  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules,  including  your  authorized  interview  in  the  Post. 
Go  from  page  4  to  page  13,  inclusive. 

The  Witness.  So  far  as  the  first  one  is  concerned  it  has  been  com- 
mon knowledge  that  they  have  employed  a  large  number  of  attorneys 
to  represent  tiiem.  So  Jar  as  the  second  one  is  concerned  Mr.  Frost 
of  the  said  company  has  been  a  continuous  visitor  at  Washington 
during  Congressional  sessions,  and  that  he  has  spent  large  sums  of 
money  in  furnishing  entertainment  to  Members  of  Congress,  and  that 
his  expenditures  along  this  luie  amount  to  thousands  of  dollars. 
That  has  been  common  knowledge.  Those,  I  did  not  have  to  have 
anybody's  advice  on  those.  The  amendment  and  the  resolutions  of- 
fered in  committee  I  knew  very  well  were  prepared,  or  believed  they 
were  prepared,  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  their  attorneys  handed  me  one,  Mr.  Kellogg,  which  he  has  testi- 
fied to.  That  these  resolutions  were  intended  to  destroy  competi- 
tion, that  was  apparent  to  anyone  that  sat  on  the  Naval  Committee. 
In  regard  to  the  contributions  to  campaign  funds,  why,  there  were 
several  rumors  of  that  abroad,  also,  and  that  is  why  I  said  that  an 
examination  of  the  books  and  the  records  of  the  company  and  its 
predecessors  would  show  it.  Now,  I  do  not  expect  those  books  will 
show  any  names  that  checks  were  drawn  for  campaign  funds,  but  1 1 
do  expect  that  there  will  be  some  such  fund  as  the  "yellow  dog" 
fund  in  the  New  York  insurance  company  investigations,  wherein 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Hamilton,  I  think,  had  expended  a  venr  large ! 
sum  of  money  for  which  no  accounting  has  been  made  I  think  | 
the  books  will  show  that  there  was  a  very  large  sum  of  money  ex- 
pended by  this  company;  I  haven't  any  doubt  of  it,  and  that  with  I 
the  newspaper  reports,  with  the  circulation  of  tinted  news,  some  one 
has  said,  that  has  been  in  the  hearing.  I  believed  .that  if  I  did  not 
know  but  even  a  small  percentage  of  the  actual  things  that  these  peo- 
ple had  done,  such  as  hiring  attorneys  in  Congressional  districts  and 
saying  to  Members  that  they  had  influence  to  get  them  on  the  Naval 
Committee ;  if  I  did  not  know  but  a  small  percentage  of  all  the  things 
this  company  had  done,  when  I  was  to  give  evidence  of  all  they  had 
done,  it  permitted  them  to  cut  their  course  accordingly,  whereas  if 
they  had  come  on  in  the  order  I  asked  for  they  would  not  have  known 
what  I  knew  and  it  might  have  been  possible  to  have  brought 
something  out  from  the  officers  of  that  company. 

By  Mr.  Howard  : 
Q.  Now,  you  mean  by  that  to  say  that  the  testimony  that  has  been 
delivered  has  been  false  testimony? — ^A.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing about  it.    I  think  that  they  had  a  chance  to,  as  I  say,  cut  their 
course  accordingly,  according  to  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  L^t  US  get  that  into  language  that  carries  but  one  meaning,  and 
tliai  a  common  one  to  evervbodv.  You  think  that  the  method  of  ex- 
amination has  facilitated  fal>e  swearing  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses 
in  avoiding  the  charges^ — A.  I  think  it  was  unfortunate  in  my  dis- 
closing my  knowledge  to  them  before  they  were  summoned. 

Q.  Xow,  then,  what  was  your  knowledge? — A.  I  have  expressed 
it  here. 
Q.  L^t  us  distinguish  between  charge  and  proof. — A.  I  understand 

that  it  was  very  difficult  to  prove 

Q.  One  moment.  Your  charges  were  made  public,  were  they  not, 
Ijt^fore  you  were  called  upon  to  name  or  call  a  witness? — A.  Yes'. 

Q.  These  charges  were  measurably  specific,  were  they  not? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  That  is,  each  charged  some  distinct  thing,  and  in  language  ca- 
pable of  comprehension;  they  were  specific,  in  other  words.  Now, 
then,  can  you  point  where  any  evidence  that  you  had  or  any  witness 
who  was  called  first  or  by  reason  of  being  called  last  was  thereby 
able  to  conceal  the  tuth  and  not  be  discovered  or  contradicted  by  any- 
thing in  your  knowledge  or  bv  any  power  in  the  committee  to  bring 
about  a  contradiction? — A.  Well,  1  would  not  discover,  perhaps,  what 
my  counsel  might  have  discovered.  I  do  i)ot  make  any  pretense  to 
know  anything  about  law. 

Q.  As  a  Question  of  fact  a  liar  is  not  confined  to  the  law.  You  are 
discussing  tacts  which  are  absolutely  immaterial  about  the  forms  of 
law,  bear  no  relation  to  it.  If  you  can  point  out,  now,  any  single 
instance  where  you  think  false  testimony  has  been  given,  and  that 
its  falsity  can  be  detected  by  reason  of  the  order  in  w  hich  the  witness 
was  called  to  testify  or  the  manner  in  which  he  was  examined,  give 
US  an  opportunity  now  to  correct  it. — A.  I  am  not  criticising  the 
<x)niniittee  in  the  examination  of  its  witnesses. 

Q.  Nobody  has  got  their  feelings  in  this  now,  not  a  particle  of 
feeling;  there  is  no  resentment  in  any  of  these  questions,  not  the 
slightest. — A.  I  understand  that,  Mr.  Howard.  There  have  been  some 
affidavits  introduced,  I  think,  to  contradict  some  of  the  testimony, 
which  shows  that  some  of  the  testimony  given  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  affidavits,  and  I  expect  to  present  some  others  before  the 
final  closing  that  I  think  will  controvert  some  of  the  testimonj"  from 
other  witnesses. 

Q.  Ls  there  anything  else  on  the  line  of  evidence  that  you  want  to 
fro  over  in  a  general  waj'.  I  do  not  want  to  be  undei-stood  as  inter- 
njpting  you  m  any  connected  narrative  that  you  want  to  make. — 
A.  Oh,  in  regard  to  this  newspaper  work.  I  want  to  make  this  state- 
ment to  the  committee,  that  in  the  committees  in  which  I  have  served 
and  in  the  House  I  have  always  supposed  that  when  papers  were 
passed  in  they  were  public  property.  I  thought  that  laying  papers 
wp  there  to  fhe  committee  was  the  same  as  reading  them  here.  I 
Wieved  that  when  those  papers  were  laid  in  was  equivalent  to  read- 
ing them.  I  might  have  takeh  that  little  time  it  would  have  taken 
ami  read  them.  Thinking,  then,  there  was  no  harm  in  giving  them 
to  the  press,  I  caused  those  copies  to  be  prepared  in  all  but  the  M.  C. 
Butler  instance.  In  that  I  reprimanded  my  secretary  for  giving  it 
out,  because  it  had  not  been  laid  on  the  table.  So  that  whatever  there 
is  there  is  on  me  and  not  on  Mr.  Webster,  except  as  regards  the  M.  C. 
33799— FT  xn— 08 14 
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Butler  matter.  All  that  I  gave  out  was,  I  thought,  subject  to  release 
after  it  had  been  handed  to  the  committee.  I  did  not  know  that  the 
rules  here  were  any  different  from  what  they  were  over  in  the  Hou.se. 
I  do  not  recall  having  given  out  anything  at  all  to  be  released  after 
it  was  handed  in  to  the  committee,  and  so  far  as  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  here  were  concerned,  those  resolutions  were  framed  exactly 
as  Mr.  Webster  said.  I  asked  him  to  draw  up  those  resolutions,  and 
I  think  I  corrected  them  a  number  of  timers  before  they  were  intro- 
duced, before  the  ones  on  the  navy-yards  were,  and  that  was  no  one'> 
ideas  but  my  own.  That  dates  back  to  the  inspection  last  year  of 
yards  and  docks  on  the  Dolphin  by  the  Naval  Committee.  ^Vhen 
we  finished  our  inspection  we  happened  to  land  at  Boston  and  I  hap- 
pened to  be  the  first  one  landed  and  there  was  a  reporter  of  the  Boston 
Globe  there.  I  then  gave  him  my  impressions  of  the  navy-yards  and 
naval  stations,  practically  embodied  what  I  stated  the  other  day  in  the 
House;  practically  covered  that  resolution — ^that  we  had  too  many 
and  some  of  them  useless,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  could  not  gret 
any  ships  to  them.  Nobody  had  anything  to  do  with  the  formmg 
or  framing  of  those  resolutions.  I  don't  know  but  what  the  commit- 
tee gained  the  impression  that  I  took  Senator  Thurstoirs  or  some- 
body else's  advice  on  those.     I  had  not  consulted  with  them  at  all. 

Q.  That  was  a  mere  technical  fact,  if  it  was  proven  to  be  a  fact. 
It  is  not  a  significant  fact  that  the  committee  was  after.  In  that  con- 
nection I  ask  you  the  question :  The  fact  that  nobody  came  to  you 
and  asked  you  to  draw  this  resolution  in  this  inquiry,  nobody  urged 
you  or  telegraphed  you  or  elbowed  you  into  it  ? — A.  !>  o  one  did. 

Q.  Or  by  any  system  of  telepathy  induced  you? — A.  No  one  did. 

Q.  Or  by  mental  suggestion  induced  you  to  do  that?  It  was  a 
matter  of  material  inquiry  as  to  whether  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  people  to  inaugurate  this  kind  of  an  investiga- 
tion ;  that  was  a  material  matter  of  inquiry,  not  whether  they  sug- 
gested it  to  you  at  this  moment  or  time,  but  it  is  a  part  and  in  keep- 
ing with  a  policy  of  the  company.  We  conceive  that  it  could  be  en- 
tirely possible  that  you  could  become  the  unconscious  agent.  Now, 
then,  in  that  connection,  have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  resolution 
introduced  into  the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut  seeking  to  in- 
struct the  Connecticut  delegation  in  Congress  to  bring  about  an  in> 
vestigation  of  this  sort.  Have  you  ever  heard  it? — A.  Absolutely 
no  knowledge  whatever. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  of  it? — A.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  last 
night.  I  was  in  the  Connecticut  general  assembly  in  1901,  and  T  will 
say  to  this  committee  if  such  a  resolution  has  been  introduced  into  the 
general  assembly  and  been  passed  by  both  branches  and  signed  by  the 
governor  that  it  would  not  have  had  any  effect  on  my  position,  be- 
cause that  very  same  thing  happened  on  the  appropriation  to  the 
Jamestown  fair.  That  very  same  thing,  instructed  by  the  State 
legislature  and  the  resolutions  sent  to  me  with  the  governor's  signa- 
ture and  a  great  gold  seal,  and  I  voted  against  it  just  the  same,  and 
I  have  been  invited  this  session  of  Congress  to  use  my  influence  to 
have  the  Jamestown  Exposition  sold  to  the  Government  by  the  cora- 
misioner  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  I  said  to  him  practically 
what  I  said  to  Mr.  Ferris,  "  Do  you  want  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  buy  out  some  millions  of  dollars  of  something  they  do  not 
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need  in  order  that  Connecticut  may  sell  its  house,  its  property  down 
there  at  an  increased  price  of  possibly  some  $10,000?  "  That  was 
held  up  to  me  by  one  of  those  conmiissioners  as  a  reason  why  I  should 
vote  for  a  disposition  of  the  Jamestown  fair  grounds  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  order  that  the  Connecticut  property,  the  Connecticut  build- 
ing, could  l)e  sold. 

Q.  And  you  resisted  ? — A.  That  is  my  reply  to  that. 

Q.  Your  capacity  of  resistance,  however,  often  demonstrated,  does 
not  affect  the  question  I  have  asked  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  in  your 
knowledge  as  to  whether  or  not  it  has  been  the  policy  for  several  years 
of  the  I^ke  boat  people  to  bring  about  this  investigation,  not  through 
you,  but  to  have  it  done? — A.  1  know  there  has  been  a  feeling  among 
the  Lake  boat  people  that  they  have  not  had  a  square  deal  down  here, 
but  I  have  never  j)ersonally  expressed  the  opinion,  at  least  I  have  no 
recollection  of  having  ever  done  so,  that  they  were  not  having  a  square 
deal.  I  have  iindotibtedly  said  that  I  want  all  companies-  to  have 
fair  play,  and  that  all  the  business  should  be  open  to  competition^ 
and  that  all  the  business  should  be  left  in  the  Department,  where  I 
believe  it  belongs.  I  have  heard  the  Lake  people  have  complained 
of  treatment.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  there  is  any  grounds 
for  those  complaints.  I  oelieve  now  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
in  the  competitive  trials  at  Newport  last  year,  produced  a  better  boat, 
and  won  out,  but  I  do  not  concede  it  to  have  been  a  better  boat  than 
one  can  be  built.    I  believe  either  can  build  a  far  better  boat. 

Q.  If  the  Lake  people  conceived  it  desirable  to' institute  this  in- 
vestigation, would  that  differ  in  conclusion  from  the  one  you  reached 
in  respect  to  the  same  matter  ? — A.  If  the  Lake  people  had  come  to 
me,  to  use  me  as  an  instrument  to  start  this  investigation,  I  would 
never  have  touched  it. 

Q.  Why.  isn't  the  investigation,  in  your  judgment,  proper?  Was 
it  when  you  undertook  it  proper  ? — A,  It  was  proper  for  me  to  under- 
take it,  but  it  was  not  proper  for  me  to  undertaKe  it  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  a  boat  company,  and  I  would  not  have  done  it  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  any  competitor. 

Q.  Proper  in  itself  to  do  it,  yet  improper  to  do  it  because  persons 
interested  in  the  result  suggested  it? — ^A.  I  have  answered  that  ques- 
tion. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  view  of  it? — ^A.  That  is  my  view  of  it. 

Q.  But  if  it  is  a  proper  thing  to  do  by  you  it  would  not  have  been 
an  improper  thing  to  have  wanted  to  have  done  it  in  other  people? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  an  improper  thing  for  me  to  have 
offered  their  motion  when  the  motion  came  before  tlie  committee  as 
a  =nibstitute,  but  I  would  not  do  it.  I  don't  know  but  what  it  would 
have  been  a  proper  thing  for  me  to  have  introduced  the  bill  asking  an 
appropriation  tor  submarines,  which  Mr.  Sperry  afterwards  intro- 
duced, but  I  would  not  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  refused  to  go  to  the  banquet  which  Mr. 
I^ke  gave? — A.  I  did  not  go. 

Q.  Did  you  refuse  to  go  because  of  the  place  and  the  purpose  of 
it?— A.  No,  sir;  not  on  that  account. 

Q.  Then  I  have  no  further  questions  to  ask  about  the  reasons.  Did 
you  decline  or  refuse  to  go  to  the  Navy  Department  with  the  Con- 
necticut delegation  because  of  the  place  or  because  of  the  people  who 
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went  there? — A.  No;  I  went  with  the  delegation.  I  should  probably 
so  with  the  Connecticut  delegation  to  any  Department  on  anything 
fliat  was  concerning  Connecticut  business. 

Q.  Did  you  regard  the  letter  which  you  wrote  and  the  telegram 
which  you  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  an  improj^er  act  on  your 
part? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  moved  to  do  that  by  the  attorney  or  the  agent  of 
the  Lake  boat  people  ? — A.  I  was  moved  to  do  that  because  I  was  in 
favor  of  open  competition  in  order  that  the  Government  might  get 
the  veiy  best  possible  value  for  its  money. 

Q.  Well,  I  understand  that.  If  the  Lake  people  furnished  that  best 
tMng  and  made  the  sensible  contract,  they  would  have  had  a  profit, 
presumably  reasonable,  and  if  a  profit  tliey  would  have  been  bene- 
fited, would  they  not? — A.  If  the  profit  was  not  excessive 

Q.  I  say  reasonable. — A.  Or  an  undue  profit. 
Q.  A  reasonable  profit  they  would  have  been  benefited? — A,  Sim- 
ply the  question  resolves  down,  then,  to  what  a  reasonable  profit  is. 

Q.  Is  that  the  basis  of  decision  on  your  part  that  determines 
whether  you  will  aid  these  people  as  your  constituents  or  whether 
to  stand  aloof  from  them  ? — A.  If  th^  people  as  mj'^  constituents 
are  following  a  proper  course  and  are  giving  the  Government  value 
received,  certainlv. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar,  either  in  M'hole  or  in  part,  with  the  things 
that  have  been  proven  since  this  investigation  was  be^n  that  were 
done  by  the  Lake  boat  people  to  secure  business  with  the  United 
States  Government  ? — A.  Since  this  investigation  began  ? 

Q.  Proven  in  this  investigation;  had  you  knowledge  of  those 
things? — A.  You  mean  the  contract  for  theone  boat? 

Q.  No;  let  us  go  over  it.  Did  you  have  knowledge  before  this  in- 
vestigation was  Degiin  that  the  Lake  Boat  people  had  lawyers  em- 
ployed in  the  city  of  Washington  and  other  places  to  represent  their 
mterests  here  ? — A.  I  knew  it  had  one  lawyer  employed  nfere. 

Q.  Did  you  know  who  he  was  ? — A.  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  A  host  in  himself,  wasn't  he?  We  will  not  quibble  about  that, 
the  Senator's  reputation. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  will  admit  that  they  did  not  need  another 
here. 

Q.  They  had  otlier  agents  here? — A.  One. 

Q.  Now.  then,  were  you  aware  of  the  efforts  of  these  agents  in  mat- 
ters of  publicity,  having  publications  in  the  interests  of  the  Lake 
Boat  people? — A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  articles  written  by  Mr.  Skerrett  in  the  Scien- 
tific American? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  them? — A.  I  have  not,  except  that  someone  held 
one  up  the  other  day. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  articles  written  in  Harper's  Weekly?— 
A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  articles  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  ?— 
A.  I  have  never  seen  any  article  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Q.  The  Army  Register? — A.  No;  I  have  seen  copies  of  that,  but 
I  did  not  know  who  wrote  them. 

Q.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  you  had  no  knowledge  that  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  for  a  series  of  years  procured  to  be  pub- 
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lished,  paid  for  the  publication,  of  articles  in  journals  in  Europe  and 
America? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Setting  forth  the  advantages  of  its  boats,  its  inventions  to  the 
different  nations,  you  knew  nothing  about  that?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did 
not. 

Q.  Is  that  or  is  not  that  similar  in  character  with  one  of  the  charges 
veil  have  made  as  evidence  of  undue  influence  of  legislation  bv  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  one  of  the  charges  you  have,  or  olFered  proof, 
of  reprehensible  methods  you  charged  against  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  the  fact  of  the  attorneys  they  hadand  the  number  of  them, 
and  where  they  were  engaged,  and  the*^  number  of  attorneys  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  people  have  employed  and  the  places  where  they  are  en- 
pi^d? — A.  Where  I  said  yes,  sir,  a  moment  ago;  that  is,  if  that  is 
tnie,  I  do  not  know  now  that  the  Lake  Boat  people  have  done  those 
things — if  true. 

Q.  Now,  you  make  that  answer  without  reference  to  the  quality  in 
this  matter,  without  reference  to  the  quality  of  these  publications? — 
A.  I  have  not  seen  the  publications.  It  depends  upon  the  character 
of  the  publications. 

Q.  Of  course  it  does. — A.  I  have  not  seen  them. 

Q.  If  the  publication  is  clean,  if  the  publication  is  fair,  if  the  pub- 
lication is  an  effort  to  communicate  from  one  intelligent  mind  to 
another  intelligent  mind,  how  can  it  become  a  means  of  corruption 
or  constitute  a  reprehensible  practice? — A.  It  can  not;  if  they  are 
clean  and  correct. 

Q.  Xow,  going  into  the  matter  of  contracts  and  character  of  serv- 
uys^  of  attorneys  emploved  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  can  vou 
cite  now  as  evidence  of  its  reprehensible  methods  that  the  employ- 
ment of  attorneys,  too  many  in  your  judgment,  that  they  are  possibly 
too  numerously  diistributed  in  your  judgment  for  honest  attorneys' 
work—you  have  enumerated  those  things?  Now,  have  you  exam- 
ined the  proofs  that  we  have  been  able  to  gather  in  support  of  those 
things? — A.  Well,  I  have  not  examined  all  of  the  evidence,  if  that 
is  what  you  mean  ? 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean. — A.  I  have  not  examined  it  all. 

Q.  Have  you  any  additional  evidence  to  support  any  of  those  mat- 
ters?— A.  I  think  1  handed  the  committee  names  of  some  more  attor- 
neys that  they  failed  to  get. 

Q.  That  would  not  go  particularly  to  the  character  of  work  of 
\hy^  whose  names  were  accounted  for;  that  would  simply  go  to  swell 
the  list  of  attorneys? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  for  them  to  em- 
ploy any  such  army  of  attorneys  to  secure  legislation.  I  think  if 
thev  have  got  goods  to  sell  they  ought  to  stand  on  their  merits. 

0.  Have  you  drawn  out  of  the  evidence  as  we  have  had  it,  have 
yon  drawn  the  distinction  between  attorneys  that  were  employed 
eight  years  ago  and  dropped  from  the  service,  six  years  ago  and 
dropped  from  the  service,  employed  four  years  ago  and  dropped  from 
the  service,  and  tried  the  Electric  Boat  Company  by  the  number  of 
attorneys  now  in  its  service,  or  rather  by  the  aggregate  of  all  attor- 
neys who  have  l>een  employed  by  it  for  ten  years?— A.  My  resolution 
vvas  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  going  back  ten  years  or  more. 

Q.  Have  you  kept  up  with  that  evidence? — A.  I  can  not  say  that 
I  have.  Mr.*  Howard. 
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Q.  I  am  asking  you  this  in  this  way  for  the  purpose  of  getting  any 
additional  fact  or  evidence,  or  suggestion  of  evidence,  before  we  clos* 
this  hearing. — A.  Is  that  a  question? 

Q.  That  IS  the  suggestion,  the  question  is,  Do  you  know  anything 
else  in  addition  to  wnat  has  been  proven ;  do  you  know  any  witnesses 
other  than  those  you  furnished  that  would  tend  to  show  that  the  at- 
torneys employed  by  this  corporation  have  by  reason  of  their  acts 
tended  to  corrupt  or  attempted  to  corrupt  or  coerce  or  compel  legis- 
lation in  their  acts? — A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Now,  is  there  anybody  else  who  has  got  any  knowledge? — A.  I 
have  an  affidavit  that  I  will  introduce  that  will  add  something  to  the 
testimony  already  presented. 

Q.  In  that  line  f— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  of  a  person  that  this  committee  could  reach  by  subpoena  i — 
A.  I  gave  the  name  to  the  coinmittee  some  time  ago  and  could  not 
locate  him.    It  was  Henry  Catlin. 

Q.  Have  you  been  able  to  locate  him? — A.  No;  it  was  when  the 
Holland  boat  was  down  the  river,  sowewhere  in  1900  or  15)02 — 1900, 1 
think. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  of  that  down-the-river  matter? — 
A.  This  controverts  that  evidence  somewhat. 

Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  efforts  of  the  Holland  boat  people 
to  display  their  submarine  boat— not  the  Holland,  the  Lake/ — A. 
The  Lake  Company  invited  members  of  the  Naval  Committee  to  go  to 
Bridgeport  and  see  their  boat,  I  think  it  was  a  year  or  more  ago,  and 
I  supposed  that  quite  a  number  of  the  committee  were  going  for  that 
purpose,  a  trip  or  education  and  not  of  pleasure,  because  I  remember 
very  well  that  I  was  busy  and  did  not  want  to  go  at  all,  but  I  did  go 
down,  and  I  met  there  only  one  other  member  of  the  committee,  and 
when  we  got  out  in  the  sound  some  miles,  and  I  think  no  sails  in  sight, 
we  were  invited  down  into  the  cabin,  and  my  colleague  expressed  some 
surprise  and  was  somewhat  disturbed  when  we  found  that  we  were 
submergin<r,  but  we  went  down  in  the  Lake  boat,  and  I  was  mighty 
glad  to  get  up. 

Q.  Were  you  entertained  with  any  refreshments  of  any  kind?— 
A.  I  had  some  boiled  potatoes  and  rice  and  beef. 

Q.  And  some  coffee? — A.  I  think  so.  They  wanted  to  show  us  that 
they  could  cook  on  that  boat. 

Q.  Did  you  partake  of  it? — A.  My  appetite  was  not  any  too  good, 
to  be  frank.  I  wanted  to  get  up  to  the  top  of  the  water :  I  presume  I 
did;  yes,  I  took  some  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  persons  who  have  been  entertained  on 
the  invitation  of  the  Lake  people  on  the  Lake  boat  ? — A.  I  only  know 
of  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  invited  others  and  many  othei^  than 
accepted? — A.  1  understood  that  they  invited  the  Naval  Committee. 
My  impression  was  that  they  invited  the  whole  committee,  but  I  am 
not  sure  of  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  not  sure  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge that  they  invited  anybody  except  me,  but  I  met  one  of  my  col- 
leagues of  the  Naval  Committee  there. 

Q.  ^Tiy  did  you  make  that  experiment? — A.  I  did  it  because  I 
thought  it  was  a  duty,  because  of  the  fact  that  I  was  on  the  Naval 
Connmittee,  to  know  something  about  the  things  that  we  were  appro- 
priating money  to  purchase. 
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Q.  If  you  had  been  given  an  elegant  lunch  and  had  been  given  a 
drink  of  liquor  of  your  own  choice  on  the  occasion  of  your  going 
<lown,  would  it  have  changed  the  serious  purpose  for  which  you 
went  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  it  have  been  likely  to  have  affected  your  judgment  as 
to  what  you,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  should  have  done  after  you 
got  back  up  ? — A.  I  don't  think  it  would. 

Q.  If  Congress  was  a  thing  to  have  been  influenced — and  I  mean 
influenced  or  instructed  as  to  what  this  submersible  thing  was — ^if 
Congress  was  a  body  of  men  to  have  been  instructed  upon  what  the 
submarine  was  and  w'hat  it  would  accomplish,  in  view  of  Govern- 
ment probable  use  of  a  submarine,  and  all  of  Congress  had  been  in- 
vited and  all  of  Congress  had  accepted,  and  all  of  Congress  had  gone 
down,  and  all  of  them  had  accepted  and  gone  down  for  the  serious 
purpose  of  understanding  what  it  was  that  a  submarine  boat  could 
accomplish,  would  the  fact  that  all  of  them  went  change  the  serious 
moral  quality  of  the  act  of  going  down  there? — A.  I  don't  think  it 
would,  unless  the  entertainment  had  been  too  lavish. 

Q.  If  the  entertainment  then  furnished  to  all  rather  than  to  one 
had  consisted  of  bread,  meat,  and  wine,  would  it  have  been  any  more 
wrong  for  the  whole  Congress  than  it  would  have  been  for  one  man 
in  Congress  to  have  partaken  of  it? — A.  The  same  answer. 

Q.  What  is  that? — A.  I  don't  thiiik  it  would,  if  it  had  not  been  too 
lavish. 

Q.  Do  3'ou  mean,  or  do  I  understand  you  to  mean,  that  by  being 
too  lavish  it  was  possible  for  a  man  to  have  had  his  judgment  af- 
fected by  eating  or  drinking  to  excess  of  that  favor  shown  him  of  a 
free  lunch,  including  a  free  drink,  so  that  it  would  have  lasted  him 
imtil  he  got  back  to  Confess,  and  would  have  biased  his  judgment 
in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for  submarines,  without  which  he  would 
not  have  favored  it  ? — A.  I  should  hope  not,  if  it  were  not  too  often 
repeated.  We  can  conceive  a  man  who  gives  lavish  entertainments 
and  invites  people  to  them,  not  once,  but  on  occasions,  that  there 
might  ^ow  up  a  sort  of  friendly  feeling  there  that  perhaps  would 
unconsciously  affect  his  opinion  somewhat. 

Q.  You  are  by  no  means  wrong  about  that.  The  Arabs  have  that 
fjame  idea,  that  if  they  can  get  a  person  to  partake  of  their  salt  thej' 
<^n  always  count  on  their  friendship.  If  that  operates  very  gen- 
erally, did  it  operate  on  you? — A.  iNo;  I  did  not  have  any' better 
opinion  when  I  came  up  and  went  home  of  submarine  boats  than  I 
<bd  before  I  went  down. 

Q.  Let  us  pass  on  to  another  phase  of  this  particular  language  in 
this  charge  of  yours.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  if  the  Lake  people 
had  made  their  exhibits  in  the  Potomac  instead  of  at  Newport,  and 
had  done  it  at  a  time  when  Congress  was  in  session,  they  would  prob- 
ably have  gotten  a  greater  number  of  persons  to  go  Sown  in  their 
boat?— A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  If,  then,  the  Holland  people  brought  their  boat  down  into  the 
Potomac  and  kept  it  here  and  made  repeated  exhibits,  and  did  so  on 
the  idea  that  some  Members  of  Congress  would  go  down  on  this  trip, 
and  others  go  down  next  week  on  another  trip,  and  still  others  and 
others,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month  or  six  weeks  numbers  of  Mem- 
bers oJE  Congress  would  have  gone  down  in  their  boat,  it  would  have 
^nerallv  circulated, an  idea  of  what  submarines  were? — A.  A  rea- 
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sonable  extent  could  not  be  objected  to,  but  I  have  an  affidavit  from 
a  lawyer,  who  was  told  by  another  lawyer,  that  that  campaign  that 
year  the  company  spent  $75,000  for.  I  would  think  that  would  be 
excessive.  A  reasonable  and  proper  expenditure  in  showing  their 
goods  I  would  not  object  to. 

Q.  Now,  then,  we  want  additional  proof  on  that  point.  Do  you 
have  it  ? — A.  I  will  hand  it  in  to  you. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  knew  nothing  of  the  purpose  of  these 
I^ke  people  to  instigate  this  investigation,  that  so  tar  as  you  know 
and  so  far  as  you  have  heard  you  knew  nothing  of  any  purpose  of 
theirs,  and  that  you  reached  your  conclusions  in  your  own  time  and  in 
your  own  way,  and  acted  on  your  own  initiative  in  doing  it? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  you  consulted  with  Lake  boat  counsel? — 
A.  Absolutely  not. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  you  drew  on  Lake  boat  resources  for  infor- 
mation ? — A.  Do  you  mean  in  introducing  my  resolution  ? 

Q.  For  the  purpose  of  supporting  }^our  resolution? — A.  After  it 
was  in  ? 

Q.  After  it  was  in. — A.  I  beg  your  pardon ;  I  want  to  correct  that 
last  answer.  After  the  resolution  I  drew  from  every  source  obtain- 
able, and  I  am  still  drawing. 

Q.  From  every  source  obtainable? — A.  Yes,  and  I  am  doing  it  to 
help  the  committee  get  all  the  evidence  that  can  be  obtained. 

Q.  Now,  that  being  true,  are  you  satisfied  that  you  have  exhausted 
all  sources  of  evidence,  including  all  that  the  Lake  people  themselves 
have?  You  are  friendly  to  them,  are  you  not? — A.  I  am  friendly  to 
every  man  and  every  company.  I'have  not  a  grudge  against  any  man 
living. 

Q.  Perhaps  I  have  used  "'  friendly  "  at  a  wrong  time  and  in  a  wrong 
way.  There  is  no  element  of  estrangement  between  you  and  the 
individuals  that  compose  the  Lake  boat  corporation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  free  to  approach  them  in  any  honorable  way? — A.  Or 
any  other  company. 

Q.  And  they  are  free  to  approach  you  ? — A.  I  am  perfectly  free  to 
say  that  I  am  disposed  to  listen  to  any  company  or  its  officers, 
whether  it  be  the  Lake  or  the  Berger,  and  there  is  a  new  company 
that  to  my  mind  have  got  a  better  boat  than  any  of  them  down  her& 
now  in  the  navy-yard  experimenting.  It  is  Caisey,  of  Colorado,  he  is 
the  inventor — some  of  Mr.  Bonynge's  constituents.  I  believe  it  is 
the  coming  submarine.  I  have  no  personal  feeling  against'  the  Elec- 
tric or  Holland  people,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I  have  been  told 
that  some  of  the  officers  of  the  company  have  said  that  Hobson  and  I 
were  blackmailers. 

Q.  I  believe  there  are  indiscreet  people  there,  as  there  are  every- 
where, but  we  will  go  on  with  this  matter.  Are  you  willing  to  use 
your  good  offices  witn  the  Lake  boat  officei-s  to  procure  from  mem,  in 
addition  to  what  has  already  been  produced  and  proven  in  this  investi- 
gation, any  fact  or  facts  that  would  tend  to  show  the  truth  of  any  one 
or  all  of  your  charges? — A.  I  am  willing  to  use  my  good  offices  to 
obtain  information  from  any  source,  whether  it  be 

Q.  But  particularly. — A.  There  is  no  particularly  about  it  with 
me.     WTierever  it  mav  come  from. 
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Q.  Let  me  make  plain  to  you  why  I  say  "  particularly."  I  ask  you 
whether  or  not,  m  your  quest  for  proof  of  these  charges,  you  have  not 
found  the  most  prolific  source  or  it  in  the  bosom  of  the  Lake  Boat 
Company? — ^A.  No,  I  can't  say  that.  I  have  got  more  information 
from  them  outside  of  my  own  knowledge  than  I  have  got  from  any 
other  source. 

Q.  And  have  you  any  particular  reason  to  account  for  that? — A. 
Well,  I  do  not  care  to  speculate  on  that.  I  presume  the  Lake  boat 
people  could  testify  to  that.  % 

Q.  Let  us  get  bold.  You  are  a  very  bold  man.  Don't  you  think, 
because  they  are  rivals,  and  each  watches  the  other  and  very  closely, 
and  if  either  had  found  a  defect  in  the  other  they  remember  it  and 
cherish  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Therefore  there  is  nothing  particularly  bold  in  one  making  a 
fire  against  the  other.  Consequently  you  have  found  the  Lake  boat 
people  the  most  prolific  source  of  testimony  in  this  case,  outside  of 
your  own  sources  f — A.  I  would  not  say  I  have  found  it.  I  would  say 
that  the  committee  has  found  it.  WTiatever  I  have  done  along  this 
line  has  been  in  the  interest  of  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  the  conmiittee  to  p;rocure  all  evidence  that  could  be  procured. 
Q.  We  are  not  going  to  let  our  personal  vanity  make  any  claims  at 
all  about  it.  We  are  willing  you  shall  have  it,  and  we  will  have  it, 
but  assuming  that  the  most  of  it  has  come  from  the  Lake  boat  people, 
now,  if  you  will  exercise  your  good  offices  with  those  people  to  mduce 
them  to  give  us  more,  and  I  ask  that  because  of  the  testmiony  of  the 
officers  of  the  Lake  boat  people,  that  they  did  not  desire  this  investi- 
gation  A.  I  think  it  would  be  better  tor  the  committee  to  use  their 

good  offices  to  get  more,  if  they  can. 

Q.  The  committee  have  exhausted  themselves  and  hope  that  some 
kind  word  from  some  sympathetic  and  just  friend  might  facilitate  the 
further  development  of  the  truth. — A.  I  shall  be  glad  to  assist  the 
committee  in  getting  anything  further  that  I  can  out  of  the  Lake  boat 
people  or  anybody  else.    I  am  here  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  We  are  glad  to  have  this  mutual  exchange  of  confidences  and 
information.  We  have  not  been  investigating  Mr.  Lilley,  nor  have 
we  been  investigating  the  Lake  Company,  except  as  a  fruitful  source 
of  information  against  the  Electric  Boat  Company. — A.  I  certainly 
have  not  made  that  charge. 

Q.  No,  but  your  secretary,  who  was  here  this  morning  and  testified, 
testified  somewhat  to  that  effect. — A.  I  do  not  claim  to  be  responsible 
for  anv  expression  of  opinions  from  my  secretary. 

Q.  iVe  can  assure  you  now  that  the  good  work  is  going  on,  and  we 
are  only  asking  your  full  cooperation.  In  the  firm  of  Lilley,  Swift 
&  Co.  is  there  any  member  of  that  firm  interested  in  the  Lake  torpedo 
l)oats?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  stockholders  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Com- 
pany?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  directors  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  where  any  of  them  live? — A.  I  supposed  J.  C. 
l^ake  lived  in  Bridgeport,  and  was  one  of  my  constituents,  but  I  found 
out  he  lived  in  Ruttierford,  N.  J. 

Q.  He  explained  that  that  was  a  legal  residence,  and  when  he 
'-ants  to  enjoy  himself  he  comes  to  Bridgeport? — A.  I  really  do  not 
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know  whether  Simon  Lake  claims  Bridgeport  as  his  residence  or  not. 
I  assume  that  he  is  a  director,  but  of  my  own  knowledge  I  do  not 
know  that  either  of  them  are  directors. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  any  director  except  Lake? — A.  I  do  not 
know  that  he  is.  I  assume  that  he  is.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  he  is 
president  of  the  company.  And  I  assume  he  would  have  to  be  a  di- 
rector. And  I  have  heard  him  testify  that  he  owned  the  majority 
of  the  stock,  but  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  of  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Lake  Company.  All  I  know  is  what  I  heard  Mr.  Lake 
say  the  other  day. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  or  read  over  this  testimony  that  the  Singer 
Manufacturing  Company  was  a  stockholder? — ^A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  relation  with  any  of  the  Singer  Manufaoturin|^ 
Company  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  own  stock ;  there  is  none  owned  in 
my  lamily  of  any  corporation  except  the  one  I  am  interested  in. 

Q.  Is  there  any  additional  statement  that  we  have  not  asked  you 
about  that  you  want  to  make  that  would  tend  to  clear  the  ground 
entirely  around  you? — ^A.  I  don't  think  there  is  any. 

Q.  So  that  if  any  fire  gets  out  it  won't  get  to  you  at  all,  it  will 
just  make  kind  of  a  clean-swept  fire  belt  around  you.  You  are  re- 
lated to  nobody  in  the  Lake  company? — A.  Not  in  any  way,  shape, 
manner,  or  form. 

Q.  Neither  by  blood,  marriage,  natural  interest,  future  prospects, 
political  affiliations,  or  ambition? — A.  No,  sir;  I  am  in  no  way, 
shape^ianner,  or  form  connected,  or  is  my  family. 

Q.  Does  your  political  ambition  in  any  wise  relate  you  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  induce  you  to  feel  an  interest  in  the  Lake  ToriJedo  Bcmt 
Company? — A.  No,  sir;  absolutely  not. 

Q.  None  whatever? — A.  None  whatever,  and  my  political  ambi- 
tions do  not  go  to  the  extent  of  mixing  business  with  politics.  I 
never  ask  a  man  his  politics  when  he  comes  to  me  for  a  favor,  if  I 
can  do  it;  and  I  never  hesitate  to  tell  him  that  I  can  not  do  it  if  it  is 
a  thing  that  I  do  not  want  to  do. 

Q.  You  maintain  your  populj^rity  and  achieve  your  victories  very 
much  after  the  fashion  of  Jupiter  Olympus,  by  thunder? — A.  I  do 
not  know  as  I  am  much  of  a  thunderer.  I  had  a  man  named  Gom- 
pers  put  some  eleven  propositions  up  to  me  in  the  last  Congress,  and 
I  believe  Connecticut  is  unionized  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other 
State  in  the  Union 

Q.  You  are  not  against  the  union? — A.  No;  I  am  not  against  the 
unions,  but  I  Tvas  obliged  to  tell  that  gentleman  that  until  his  various 
measures  had  been  reported  from  tueir  various  committees  and  I 
had  heard  an  exhaustive  argument  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  I  was 
not  prepared  to  say  how  I  would  vote  on  them. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  mental  reservation  that  you  would  not  dis- 
appoint him? — A.  He  came  up  and  opened  a  campaign  the  last 
time 

Q.  Did  you  let  him  stay  or  did  you  send  him  on  to  Maine? — A. 
He  made  an  offer  to  come  to  our  town,  and  advertised  it,  and  thev 
hurried  a  committee  down  to  tell  him  not  to  come  unless  he  wanted 
to  make  me  votes. 

Q.  I  believe  that  I  have  asked  every  (][uestion  that  I  can  imagine 

that  would  throw  any  li^ht  on  your  relations A.  I  would  be  very 

glad  to  answer  any  questions  that  the  committee  desire  to  ask. 
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By  Mr,  Ste\'en's: 

Q.  Have  you  any  banking  connections  which  might  have  any  busi- 
ness with  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  ?— A.  Absolutely  none. 

Q,  Are  you  connected  with  any  banking  institutions? — ^A.  I  am  a 
director  in  the  Torrington  National  Bank. 

Q.  Has  that  bank  ever  had  any  connection  with  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company? — A.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  You  would  know  if  it  had  had? — A.  Well,  I  am  certain  they 
have  not;  at  the  same  time,  I  have  not  been  there  in  some  months 
to  attend  a  directors'  meeting.    They  have  none  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  generally  informed,  so  that  you  would  know  if 
thev  had? — A.   les,  sir. 

0-  Do  you  know  whether  they  are  depositors  or  borrowers  at  your 
institution? — A,  They  are  not. 

Q.  You  have  been  engaged  in  political  affairs  in  Connecticut  for 
some  vears? — A.  About  eight. 

Q.  has  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  its  officers  taken  any 
interest  to  any  extent  m  political  affairs  during  that  time? — A.  I 
never  have  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Are  you  acc^uainted  with  Mr.  Charles  F.  Brooker,  of  An- 
^nia  ? — ^A.^  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  taken  any  interest  in  helping  or 
seeking  to  influence  affairs  toward  helping  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company? — ^A.  Never  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  am  very  sure  that 
Mr.  Brooker  has  not. 

Q.  You  know  him  well  enough  to  know? — ^A.  I  know  him  very 
well,  indeed.  He  is  a  very  warm  friend  of  mine  and  a  very  fine  gen- 
tleman and  I  am  sure  he  has  never  mentioned  them  to  me. 

Q.  And  he  would  confer  with  you  about  it  if  he  were  interfering 
in  any  way  or  taking  any  interest  in  any  way? — A.  I  feel  quite  cer- 
tain that  he  would. 

Q.  When  you  were  elected  to  Congress  did  you  seek  to  be  appointed 
at  first  on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — A.  No.  Mr.  Brandegee 
was  on  at  that  time. 

Q.  And  vou  succeeded  Mr.  Brandegee  on  the  committee? — A.  I 
'lid. 

Q.  WTiat  influences  did  you  seek  to  be  appointed  on  that  com- 
mittee?— A.  I  made  application  for  it,  and  Mr.  Brandegee,.  I  think, 
^p<)ke  to  the  Speaker  on  my  behalf;  possibly  Mr.  Hill. 

Q.  Any  other  persons  that  you  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
others  that  did  speak  to  the  Speaker.  I  think  Mr.  Brandegee  asked 
Mr,  Foss  to,  but  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  concerns  that  are  interested 
in  naval  affaii"s,  such  as  construction  companies  or  manufacturing 
companies  or  supply  companies,  either  interview  you  or  your  friends 
either  for  or  against  your  appointment? — A.  I  would  not  have  asked 
any  of  such  concerns. 

Q.  I  say  do  you  know  whether  they  are  interested  on  the  one  side 
or  the  otHer  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  know  something  about  it  if  any  of  them  had  taken 
any  interest? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  would. 

Q.  But  so  far  as  you  know  no  such  interest  was  Uiken  either  for  or 
a^aiast  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  various  campaigns  for  Congress  and  for  other  public 
offices  have  any  of  those  construction  companies  or  various  industrial 
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concerns  that  are  interested  in  supplying  naval  niattei-s  taken  any 
interest  in  the  canipai^  either  for  or  against  you,  to  your  knowl- 
edge?— A.  Xo  more  for  me  than  for  the  rest  of  the  ticket  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  There  has  heen  no  special  interest  either  way? — A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  You  testified,  I  think,  that  Mr.  Kellogg  had  been  a  friend  of 
yours? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  He  has  been  a  supporter  of  youi-s  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  was  (employed  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  then 
had  various  conferences  with  you  concerning  submarine  matters? — 
A.  lie  never  was  employed  until  after  I  was  elected  to  C/OUgress. 

Q.  Mr.  Kellogg  is  a  man  of  character  in  your  city  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  has  a  i-eputation  as  an  able  lawyer  and  a  man  of  high  stand- 
ing?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  taken  an  interest  in  active  politics  in  your  section  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Served  in  varioi!s  official  capacities  in  the  Republican  party  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  his  various  conferences  with  you,  would  3'ou  state  now 
whether  he  took — that  he  ever  attempted  to  exert  any  improper  in- 
fluence upon  you? — A.  Xo;  I  teould  not  state  that.  I  would  state 
that  I  do  not  think  the  Electric  Boat  Company  should  have  hired  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
might  retain  him  for  some  other  purpose  than  by  conferring  with 
you? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  judge,  then,  from  what  you  know  that  the  sole  i-eason  for 
the  employment  of  Mr.  Kellogg  was  to  influence  you? — A.  I  be- 
lieve so. 

Q.  And  you  charge  that  as  matter  in  this  investigation? — A.  I 
believe  it. 

If  Mr.  Kellogg  should  state  to  the  contrary  that  he  was  not  ^o 
employed,  and  should  make  statements  to  this  committee  that  he  was 
not  so  employed,  what  should  you  say  of  that  position  of  his? — ^A.  I 
would  believe  Mr.  Kellogg. 

Q.  If  he  should  state  that  he  was  not  employed  to  influence  you, 
has  not  ever  attempted  to  corrupt  or  influence,  intimidate,  or  affect 
you,  and  has  done  some  other  work,  and  states  that  he  was  employed 
for  doing  some  other  work,  what  should  you  suggest  as  the  reasonable 
purpose  of  his  employment  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  I 
nave  never  chargea  that  he  was  hired  and  employed  to  corruptly  in- 
fluence me,  but  1  do  believe  that  he  was  hircKi  to  influence  me.  and 
that  he  would  not  have  been  hired  if  I  had  not  been  on  the  Naval 
Committee. 

Q.  And  you  charge  that  was  the  sole  motive  and  cause  of  his  em- 
ployment?— A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  And  if  he  has  done  other  work  for  the  company,  which  has 
been  more  or  less  useful  from  their  standpoint,  that  that  would  be 
merely  incidental? — A.  Well,  I  never  knew  that  he  had  done  the 
work  for  the  company  until  I  heard  him  testify. 

Q.  Would  you  believe  what  he  told  the  committee? — A.  I  would. 
I  would  believe  what  he  told  the  committee  so  far  as  his  understand- 
ing was  concerned.  I  believe  that  part  of  it.  I  w^ould  believe  what 
he  said. 
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Q.  He  is  a  man  of  average  intelligence,  isn't  he? — A.  More. 
Q.  He  is  a  man  of  some  experience  iti  his  profession  and  in  the 
active  business  of  life? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

y.  He  is  accustomed  to  dealing  with  men  and  aflFairs? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  So  that  when  he  accepts  employment  or  takes  part  in  an  enter- 
prise* that  he  usually  knows  about  wliat  he  is  doing  and  what  his  pur- 
poses are,  does  he  not  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  So  that  when  he  states  the  reason  for  his  employment,  and  states 
the  scope  of  his  employment,  and  states  what  he  does  for  his  em- 
ployers, vou  would  accept  that  as  a  reasonable  statement  of  the  pur- 
poses an^  character  of  his  work,  would  you  ? — A.  I  would. 

Q.  You  have  known  Mr.  Taylor  fairly  well  for  some  time? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 
Q.  He  is  a  man  of  standing  in  your  community  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  He  is  a  man  whose  reputation  for  proven  veracity  is  good  in 
your  community^ — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  when  he  states  to  this  (»ommittee  concerning  his  conduct 
and  action  in  this  matter  that  we  are  investigating,  that  you  would 
believe  what  he  said,  would  you  not  'i — A.  I  would  believe  that  he  be- 
lieved it. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  who  has  made  a  success  of  his  business? — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  of  assurance  and  capacity  for  carrj'^ing  on  his 
affairs? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  who  has  had  large  experience  in  dealing  with  men 
and  business  and  methods  of  business  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  when  he  figures  in  anv  sort  of  business  enterprise  or 
takes  up  anything  that  concerns  his  business,  or  matters  of  that  sort 
he  usually  laiows  what  he  is  about,  doesn't  he  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  So  that  when  he  informs  a  committee  like  this  the  reasons  why 
he  has  said  and  done  things  which  concern  his  business,  which  seem 
reasonable  and  proper  from  his  point  of  view,  you  would  rather  be- 
lieve that  he  knew  what  he  was  talking  about,  wouldn't  you? — A. 
WTiy,  I  think  Mr.  Taylor  knows,  generally,  what  he  is  talking  about. 
I  think  he  made  one  or  two  mistakes  in  his  testimony  that,  if  he  had 
thought  the  thing  a  little  more  carefully,  he  would  not  have  made. 

Q.  What  are  those? — A.  He  said,  for  one  thing,  that  I  said  I  pro- 
posed that  the  Lake  company  should  have  a  square  deal.    In  talking 
with  Mr.  Taylor  about  it  anerwards,  and  refreshing  his  memory  a 
little  more,  that  I  said  I  proposed  to  give  all  companies  a  sjcjuare  deal, 
that  I  was  for  open  competition.    Another  thing  of  more  importance 
than  that,  it  has  jiLst  escaped  my  mind — might  I  see  his  testimony  a 
moment?    Oh,  about  the  Waterburv  Club  incident.    Haven't  I  testi- 
fied to  that? 
The  Chairman.  Yes;  you  have  already  corrected  that. 
Q.  Were  you  here  while  Mr.  Taylor  testified  ? — A.  I  was. 
Q.  And  listened  quite  closely  to  his  testimony? — A.  I  did. 
Q.  And  talked  with  him  since  about  his  testfmony? — A.  I  saw  him 
for  a  very  few  minutes  the  next  morning. 

Q.  You  walked  out  with  him  into  the  hall  after  he  had  testified, 
didn't  you  ? — A.  I  don't  recall  that 

Q.  You  saw  him  afterwards? — A.  Not  to  have  any  conversation 
with  Mm  at  all ' 
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Q.  So  that  you  and  he  were  in  general  accord,  with  the  exceptions 
that  you  have  noted,  about  what  he  testified  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  man  who  drives  very  straight  at  a  proposition,  doe>n''t 
he?  He  does  not  fool  around  it^ — A.  1  am  not  claiming  that  Mr. 
Taylor  did  anything  reprehensible  in  urging  me  to  vote  for  sub- 
marines. 

Q.  You  rather  intimated  that  Mr.  Taylor  did  do  something  repre- 
hensible in  your  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  Rules^  and  in 
your  testimony  before  Hiis  committee,  and  various  newspapers 
throughout  the  countrv  have  nither  intimated  that  that  was  a  si>ecies 
of  corruption? — A.  If  you  will  permit  me,  I  intimated  in  my  testi- 
mony that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  no  right  to  get  after  my 
friends  and  people  that  were  closest  to  me.  and  to  urge  me  to  vote  for 
their  measures. 

Q.  Mr.  Taylor  testified,  if  I  recall  it,  that  he  received  no  com- 
munication from  the  P^lectric  Boat  Company,  received  no  sujggestion 
of  any  kind  or  invitation  to  try  to  influence  you;  that  he  did  it  be- 
cause he  desired  business,  that  he  was  invited  by  Mr.  Kellogg  to 
come,  and  that  he  had  previoush^  interviewed  vou  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  it  because  he  thought  it  would  tje  a  good  thing  to  get 
business ?^-A.  He  did  it  because  he  thought  it  would  be  a  gocxi  thing 
for  Frank  Taylor,  and  led  me  to  believe  that  he  had  talked  witli  rep- 
resentatives ot  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  John  Kellogg. 

Q.  You  listened  to  his  testimony  before  this  committee? — A.  Yes. 
sir. 

Q.  You  learned  from  that  that  he  only  had  communications  from 
Mr.  Kellogg? — A.  I  gathered  that  from  his  testimony. 

Q.  So  that  if  you  were  in  a  position  where  you  would  have  to  judge, 
would  you  or  would  not  you  believe  what  Mr.  Taylor  told  this  com- 
mittee?— A.  I  would  believe  that  Mr.  Taylor  would  tell  this  com- 
mittee the  best  of  his  understanding  and  the  best  of  his  remembrance, 
and  that  he  believed  anything  he  said  to  this  conmiittee  that  was  to 
the  best  of  his  remembrance  and  the  best  of  his  understanding.  But  I 
gather  it  a  different  impression  from  what  he  expressed  here. 

Q.  You  would  not  believe  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  any  corrupt  intent 
in  going  to  you  and  trying  to  influence  you? — A.  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  would  appeal  to  Mr.  Taylor  that  there  was  anything  wrong, 
that  there  was  any  wrong  intent,  but  I  do  believe  it  would  be  wrong 
for  me  to  vote  for  a  large  appropriation  for  boats  that  I  did  not  think 
the  Government  ought  to  own. 

Q.  That  would  be  a  question  of  judgment,  or  a  question  of  the 
standard  of  ethics  between  the  two  of  you.  It  would  not  be  a  ques- 
tion of  corrupt  motive  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Taylor  judging  one  way 
and  you  judgmg  another,  would  it? — ^A.  Not  necessarily. 

Q.  So  that  so  far  as  Mr.  Taylor's  conduct  toward  you  is  con- 
cerned, can  you  see  any  matter  of  corruption  or  corrupt  intent  or 
corrupt  action  ? — A.  Not  of  corrupt  intent  or  corrupt  action ;  no. 

Q.  As  to  Mr.  Ferry,  how  long  have  you  known  hmi? — A.  I  never 
saw  him  until  Mr.  Kellogg  introduced  him  to  me. 

Q.  Mr.  Ferry  testified  that  it  was  suggested  to  him  by  the  Fore 
River  Shipbuilding  Company,  by  Admiral  Bowles  of  the  Fore  River 
company,  that  they  try  to  get  favorable  submarine  legislation.  Do 
you  conceive  that  because  men  think  that  a  certain  line  of  legislation 
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i?  beneficial  to  the  public  and  they  tiT  in  a  legitimate  way  to  have 
that  legislation  enacted,  and  that  when  the  legislation  is  en- 
acted that  they  will  get  some  business  out  ot  it,  or  some- 
body is  to  have  business,  that  there  is  anything  corrupt  in  that 
sort  of  thing? — A.  I  believe  that  if  a  man  believes  that  the  legisla- 
tion is  fair  and  honest  and  above  board,  he  is  perfectly  justified,  if 
that  is  his  honest  belief,  that  the  legislation  is  something  that  the 
country  should  have,  and  that  is  where  Mr.  Ferry  and  I,  of  course, 
would  differ.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  appropriate  money  just 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  Mr.  Ferrj'^  an  order.  If  Mr.  Ferry  be- 
lieves that  the  Goveniment  is  getting  value  received  and  getting 
jrcKxis  that  the  Government  ought  to  have,  I  think  he  is  perfectly 
justified,  and  I  am  willing  to  assiune  that  he  did  think  so.  I  am  not 
finding  fault  with  Mr.  Ferry.  I  am  finding  fault  with  the  company 
for  setting  him  on  to  me. 

Q.  Then  vou  find  fault  v^-ith  the  Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Com- 
pany^— A.  Well,  it  was  in  effect  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  seek- 
ing to  suggest  or  request  Acuniral  Bowles  to  have  Mr.  Feny  come 
to  you  and  seek  to  influence  you? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that  he  men- 
tioned Admiral  Bowles's  name  to  me. 

Q.  Is  there  any  more  reason  to  charge  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
for  the  action  of  Mr.  Ferry  because  Admiral  Bowles  talked  with  him 
and  suggested  that  he  do  what  he  could  for  submarine  legislation 
than  there  is  for  the  Bath  Iron  Works,  which  is  represented  by  Mr. 
Littlefield,  to  have  corruption  charged  to  them  because  they  are 
constructing  a  boat  for  the  Berger  Company  or  the  Lake  Company, 
and  Mr.  Littlefield  to  offer  such  legislation  ? — A.  I  do  not  say  that  it 
would  l^  corrupt,  but  I  do  say  tliat  if  the  Bath  Iron  Works  tried  to 
2et  a  large  manufacturer  in  a  Member's  district  to  vote  for  certain 
things  simply  because  Mr.  Ferry  would  get  an  order  from  the  Bath 
Iron  Worte,  I  believe  that  is  wrong.  It  may  not  be  corrupt,  but  I 
think  it  is  wrongful  practice. 

Q.  It  is  a  question,  then,  of  judgment  and  standard  as  to  public 
morals? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  where  your  high  standard  might  prevent  you  from  talking 
to  a  ilember  of  Congress  or  a  member  of  the  Department  concerning 
matters,  another  man  might  think  it  would  be  perfectly  proper;  and 
would  you  think  he  was  corrupt  if  he  differed  from  you  in  that 
n^pect  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would. 

Q.  Can  you  conceive  any  difference  in  a  manufacturer  like  Mr. 
Bowles  or  Mr.  Ferry  conferring  with  you  and  seeking  to  have  you 
favorable  to  legislation  which  they  believed  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  country  and  out  of  which  they  would  get  some  possible  profit,  or 
your  going  to  the  Department  and  seeking  to  have  the  Department 
construe  a  law  in  a  certain  way  or  act  in  a  certain  way  concerning 
matters  in  their  jurisdiction,  because  you  knew  that  some  of  your 
•  onstituents  will  get  a  profit? — A.  It  depends  entirely  on  whether 
the  matter  is  just  and  right  and  proper.  I  would  not  go  to  the 
Department  to  ask  for  things  for  my  constituents  if  I  did  not  believe 
that  they  were  proper  things  to  ask  for. 

Q.  Of  course  you  would  not;  we  know  that.  Now,  suppose  that 
this  man  took  the  same  attitude  to  you,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned, 
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what  criticism  have  you  to  make  of  that? — A.  Why,  I  have  just  this 
criticism  to  make:  Having  in  mind  the  orders  that  have  been  re- 
cently given,  that  the  Department  so  hedged  about  that  as  it  paid 
an  excessive  price  for  goods  that  were  purchased.  I  know  noth- 
ing about  the  justice  or  the  legality  of  the  Attomey-Grenerars  opinion. 
I  assume  that  his  opinion  was  a  correct  one.  If  it  was,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  was  led  to  expend  the  money  in  accordance  with 
that  opinion,  I  think  he  had  a  right  to  spend  that  where  he  could  fi:et 
the  best  value  for  the  money.  I  understand  that  the  contract  to  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  was  at  the  rate  of  $1,059  a  ton;  that  this  con- 
tract of  the  Lake  boat  was  less  than  $900  a  ton,  and  that  it  has  got 
to  excel — it  has  got  to  eq^ual  in  every  respect  the  other  boat,  and  I 
think  it  has  got  to  excel  it  in  some  respects.  Now,  if  the  Secretary 
can  buy  boats  at  less  than  $900  a  ton  that  will  equal  or  excel  boats  that 
$1,059  a  ton  is  being  paid  for,  I  think  he  ought  to  do  it,  and  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  any  man,  wliether  he  is  a  Member  from  the  district 
or  not,  to  ask  him  to  do  it. 

Q.  And  yon  consider  it  your  duty  as  a  public  officer  to  urge  upon 
him  that  point  of  view? — A.  I  am  speaking  from  a  Government 
standpoint,  as  a  Member  of  (congress. 

Q.  You  would  conceive  it  your  duty  to  urge  upon  him  that  stand- 
point?— A.  I  would  certainly  urge  that  in  every  Department  in 
Washington  they  should  get  the  best  value  for  the  money  that  they 
can  get. 

Q.  If  a  manufacturer  should  conceive  that  it  is  a  necessity  for  the 
public  defense,  that  it  is  an  economical  method  of  defense,  to  have 
quite  a  large  number  of  submarines,  as  I  understand  many 
good  people  believe,  and  that  the  best  method  of  getting  subma- 
rines— of  our  obtaining  the  best  possible  results  in  securing  a  vessel- 
would  be  to  have  a  competitive  test,  and  the  boat  which  won  has  the 
exclusive  contracts — supposing  he  believed  that  that  was  the  best 
thing  to  do  for  the  public  welfare,  can  you  conceive  of  any  corrupt 
motive  or  corrupt  action  on  his  part  if  he  should  go  to  a  public  offi- 
cer and  present  that  argument  ? — A.  If  he  is  a  Member  oi  Congress 
I  don't  think  he  ought  to  go  and  present  an  argument  that  they 
should  give  it  if  the  price  is  excessive. 

Q.  But  is  there  any  corrupt  motive  or  action  on  his  part  in  urging 
upon  a  Member  of  Congress  that  that  is  the  proper  thing  to  do  ?— 
A.  All  things  being  equal,  no ;  if  he  does  not  know  that  the  Goveni- 
ment  is  paying  an  excessive  price  for  an  inferior  article. 

Q.  If  the  question  of  price  per  ton  or  price  per  vessel  is  referred 
to  the  Department  which  knows  about  the  business,  with  power  to 
act  and  power  to  reject  if  the  price  is  excessive,  would  you  criticise 
the  manufacturer  in  urging  action  which  is  guarded  in  that  way  or 
his  interviewing  a  Member  of  Congress  to  have  action  which  is 

fuarded  in  that  way? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  if,  as  I  said 
efore,  the  man  was  really  fully  advised  as  to  what  the  vessels  ought 
to  cost  and  he  was  figuring  on  the  best  interests  of  the  Department. 
Q.  Do  you  charge  that  the  oflScers  of  the  Navy  Department,  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
Judge-Advocate-General  of  the  Navy,  are  incompetent  or  comipt 
because  their  judgment  as  to  the  cost  or  value  of  a  certain  vessel  dif- 
fers from  yours? — A.  They  are  certainly  not  corrupt  because  their 
judgment^-- — 
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Q.  Do  you  charge  that  they  are  incompetent  for  that  reason  ? — ^A. 
I  will  answer  that  by  saying  that  I  think  it  is  very  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  this  country  and  to  the  Government  to  have  five  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Navy  in  five  years,  as  we  have  had — four  of  them; 
however,  they  may  be  able  as  attorneys — and  they  undoubtedly  have 
aU  been  able — none  of  them  have  been  practical  business  men  that 
were  competent  to  figure  out  a  business  proposition  on  a  business 
basis. 

Q.  You  charge,  then,  that  the  policy  which  has  kept  the  heads  of 
the  Xaval  Department  in  a  condition  of  change  has  been  a  bad  one  ? — 
A.  That  they  have  not  been  there  lon^  enough  to  get  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business.  That  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
Secretary  always  has  tp  bring  his  clerk  either  here  or  to  the  com- 
mittee and  consult  with  him  on  most  all  questions. 

Q.  ^Vho  is  responsible  for  the  appointment  and  designation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  A avy  i — A.  I  do  not  think  I  could  enlighten  the  com- 
mittee on  that. 

Q.  We  want  to  find  out  w'ho  is  responsible  for  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Navy*  who  is  responsible  for  the  appointment  and  retention  and 
direction  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Navy. — A.  I  suppose  the  President 
has  the  appointing  power. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  criticism  can  be' bestowed  on  anybody,  for  the 
many  changes  in  the  head  of  the  Naval  Department  during  the  last 
five  or  six  years,  it  should  be  visited  upon  the  President? — ^A.  I 
prefer  you  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  upon  that.  You  are  just 
as  well  able  to  judge  of  that  as  I  am. 

Q.  Now,  you  are  criticising  the  policy  of  the  Navy  Department 
ill  awarding  contracts  at  certain  prices  for  certain  constructions.. 
You  are  willing  tp  admit  there  was  no  corruption  in  that,  are  you? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  excessive  prices  have  been  paid  is  due  to 
inefficiency? — A.  Yes;  to  lack  of  thorough  business  knowledge. 

Q.  Now.  there  ai'e  two  general  departments  in  the  Navy,  first,  the 
•ivil  business,  the  financial  end,  which  is  presided  over  by  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Navy  and  his  assistants,  and,  second,  the  technical,  pro- 
fessional end,  which  is  presided  over  by  the  various  heads  of  the 
te<'hnical  bureaus.     Is  that  the  fact? — A^  Practically. 

Q.  Now,  j'ou  charge,  then,  that  the  bureau  or  official  which  has 
charge  of  construction,  w^hich  has  charge  of  the  preparation  of  con-  . 
tracts,  in  the  buying  and  building  and  preparation  of  contracts  and 
specifications  in*^  these  bureaus  of  submarines,  have  been  inefficient 
in  that  they  have  allowed  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  of  excessive 
profit,  do  you? — A.  I  think  the  cutting  out  of  competition  has  en- 
abled the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  demand  and  obtain  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars  in  excessive  profits. 

Q.  You  charge,  then,  that  the  heads  of  the  technical  bureaus  of  the 
^avv,  of  the  professional  bureaus  of  the  Navy,  have  allowed  speci- 
fications to  be  drafted  and  contracts  to  be  made  for  vessels  which 
have  involved  an  excessive  profit  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars, 
which  Uiey  should  not  have  done  if  they  had  performed  their  duty, 
is  that  it? — A.  That  their  hands  were  tied  to  a  certain  extent  from 
the  iMct  of  the  eliminating  of  competition. 
33799—  PT  XII— 08 16 
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Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  those  officers  have  always  exercised  the 
power  of  rejecting  any  and  all  bids  which  they  deemed  excessive  or 
unfair  or  unjust  or  unprofitable  to  the  Government? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  have  that  power?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  they  have  not  exercised  that  power  in  rejecting  these  bids 
when  they  have  made  these  contracts,  have  they? — A.  I  suppose  not. 

Q.  They  have  not.  Contracts  have  been  made  involving  about 
$3,000,000  in  the  last  six  or  seven  years. — ^A.  Oh,  contracts  have  been 
made  involving  about  $3,000,000  in  this  last  year. 

Q.  For  submarines? — A.  Yes;  in  this  last  year.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  total  amount  is  to-day. 

Q.  All  those  contracts  have  been  signed  and  are  in  force  and  have 
not  been  rejected  on  account  of  excessive  cost  ? — A.  I  sup[K)se  not. 

Q.  You  charge,  then,  that  that  bureau,  in  the  hands  of  the  naval 
officers,  because  they  have  not  exercised  it  to  save  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars  of  excessive  profit,  that  they  have  been  grosslv  inefficient 
on  that  account? — A.  I  think  the  legislation  compelled  them  to  buy 
those  boats. 

Q.  The  officers  of  the  Navy  inform  us  that  they  always  have  the 
power  to  accept  or  reject  all  bids,  and  you  have  just  stated  you  have 
the  same  opinion  as  we  have.  Now,  if  they  have  that  power  and  have 
not  exercised  it,  if  there  is  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  of  excessive 
profits,  and  they  have  known  it  and  not  exercised  that  i^ower,  you 
charge  inefficiency  on  that  account  ? — A.  The  Department  may  have 
thought  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion  demanded  these  boats.  There 
has  been  more  or  less  war  talk  in  the  last  year.  They  may  have 
thought  we  ought  to  have  these  boats,  and  were  therefore  comf)elled 
,on  that  account  to  pay  the  price.  I  would  not  want  to  charge  gross 
incompetency  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  reports  of  the  Navy  Department  and  the 
several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Admiral  Capps,  of  the  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion, reported  concerning  these  submarine  contracts? — A.  Only  in  a 
general  way.. 

Q.  You  have  not  read  his  report  that  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  concerning  that? — ^A.  Not  carefully. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  "Navy  with 
reference  to  the  exigencies  of  the  naval  situation? — A.  I  know  that 
we  had  some  confidential  testimony  before  the  naval  committee  that 
the  exigencies  were  such  that  we  ought  to  make  liberal  appropriations 
for  war  material. 

Q.  We  had  a  message  to  that  effect,  if  I  remember,  but  did  you  read 
the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  was  transmitted 
to  Congress  in  December? — A.  I  read  most  of  it;  I  did  not  read  it 
very  carefully. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  read  the  report  of  a  technical  bureau,  such  as 
the  Bureau  of  Construction? — A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  Or  Bureau  of  Navigation,  so  that  you,  without  reading  the  in- 
formation that  was  in  these  reports,  and  with  a  superficial  knowledge 
of  what  is  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  charge 
upon  those  officers  a  gross  dereliction  of  duty  in  letting  contracts 
which  involved  an  excessive  profit  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. — 
A.  I  do  nothing  of  the  kind.    I  say  that  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
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may  have  required  these  boats  in  their  opinion  even  if  they  cost  twice 
the  monej'.  I  know  in  the  Spanish- American  war  this  Government 
bought  quite  a  large  number  of  different  kinds  of  boats,  which  they 
undoubtedly  paid  two  prices  for,  but  they  thought  they  had  to  have 
them.  Now,  I  have  no  reason  to  think  but  that  they  thought  at  the 
Navy  Department  that  they  had  got  to  have  them  and  that  they  might 
be  wanted. 

Q-  Have  you  received  or  known  of  any  communications  submitted 
to  Congress  or  to  any  of  the  conunittees  of  Congress  in  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  any  of  these  heads  or  technical  bureaus 
specified' that  reason  as  the  basis  for  making  these  contracts? — A.  I 
do  not  know  that  they  specified  that  reason  for  the  basis  of  making 
these  contracts,  but  I  do  know  we  had  in  an  executive  session  of  the 
Naval  Committee  a  Government  oflScer  confidentially  talking  with  the 
committee.    I  don't  think  I  ought  to  disclose  what  the  talk  was. 

Q.  We  will  not  ask  for  war  secrets.  At  the  same  time,  you  can 
state  this :  Is  there  any  information  anvwhere,  and,  if  so,  what  oflScer 
gave  that  information,  that  as  a  basis  for  making  contracts  involving 
an  unjust  profit  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  these  recent  sub- 
marine contracts,  that  it  was  occasioned  by  a  naval  exigency  which 
then  existed,  or  last  year  existed — is  there  any  such  official  statement 
anywhere,  and,  if  so,  what  officer  made  it? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know 
that  there  is  such  an  official  statement,  but,  of  course,  I  do  not  know 
what  was  going  on  through  the  minds  of  the  people  at  the  Navy  De- 
partment when  they  were  contracting  for  these  boats.  They  naturally 
would  not  make  any  official  statement  if  they  thought  there  was  dan- 
ger of  war. 

Q.  What  basis  have  you  then  for  assuming  that  such  a  condition 
existed  in  their  minds,  upon  which  they  acted,  to  allow  this  million 
and  a  half  dollars  of  unjust  profit? — ^A.  Well,  I  have  a  good  deal  of 
reason  to  believe  or  to  know  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  nerv- 
ousness in  the  executive  offices  as  well  as  in  the  war  and  naval  offices 
in  the  last  year  that  might  require  the  need  of  more  vessels. 

Q.  And  this  general  condition  of  nervousness  in  the  air  is  the  basis 
of  your  accusation  upon  the  officers  of  the  Niavy  Department  that  they 
allowed  unjust  profits  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  out  of  less  than 
a  $3,000,000  contract? — A.  I  do  not  put  it  that  way. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  condition  ? — A.  I  said  it  may  have  been ;  I  did 
not  say  it  was. 

Q.  That  is  about  the  basis  that  exists. — ^A.  I  say  that  may  have 
been  the  reason.    I  can  not  tell  the  reason  why  they  paid  the  price. 

Q.  Let  us  just  get  the  figures  a  little  bit  more  accurately.  Who 
compiled  these  figures  in  our  record  that  show  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars  of  unjust  profits? — ^A.  Those  figures  were  taken  out  of  docu- 
ments and  books  and  hearings  mostly. 

Q.  Who  compiled  them;  what  person  compiled  them? — A.  I  think 
Mr.  Webster  did. 

Q.  And  who  assisted  him? — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was 
assisted  or  not.    He  may  have  been. 

Q.  He  testified  he  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Neff. — A.  Very  likely  he 
was. 
Q.  Was  it  under  your  direction? — A.  Yes;  I  wanted  those  figures. 
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Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  those  officers  have  always  exercised  the 
power  of  rejecting  any  and  all  bids  which  they  deemed  excessive  or 
unfair  or  unjust  or  unprofitable  to  the  Government? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  have  that  power? — :A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  they  have  not  exercised  that  power  in  rejecting  these  bids 
when  they  have  made  these  contracts,  have  they  ? — A.  I  suppose  not 

Q.  They  have  not.  Contracts  have  been  made  involving  about 
$3,000,000  in  the  last  six  or  seven  years. — A.  Oh,  contracts  have  been 
made  involving  about  $3,000,000  in  this  last  year. 

Q.  For  submarines? — A.  Yes;  in  this  last  year.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  total  amount  is  to-day. 

Q.  All  those  contracts  have  been  signed  and  are  in  force  and  have 
not  been  rejected  on  account  of  excessive  cost  ? — A.  I  suppose  not. 

Q.  You  charge,  then,  that  that  bureau,  in  the  hands  of  the  naval 
oflScers,  because  they  have  not  exercised  it  to  save  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars  of  excessive  profit,  that  they  have  been  grossly  inefficient 
on  that  account  ? — A.  I  think  the  legislation  compelled  them  to  buy 
those  boats. 

Q.  The  officers  of  the  Navy  inform  us  that  they  always  have  the 
power  to  accept  or  reject  all  bids,  and  you  have  just  stated  you  have 
the  same  opinion  as  we  have.  Now,  if  they  have  that  power  and  have 
not  exercised  it,  if  there  is  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  of  excessive 
profits,  and  they  have  known  it  and  not  exercised  that  power,  you 
charge  inefficiency  on  that  account? — A.  The  Department  may  have 
thought  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion  demanded  these  boats.  There 
has  been  more  or  less  war  talk  in  the  last  year.  They  may  have 
thought  we  ought  to  have  these  boats,  and  were  therefore  compelled 
,on  that  account  to  pay  the  price.  I  would  not  want  to  charge  gross 
incompetency  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  reports  of  the  Navy  Department  and  the 
several  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Admiral  Capps,  of  the  Bureau  of  CSonstruc- 
tion,  reported  concerning  these  submarine  contracts? — A.  Only  in  a 
general  way.. 

Q.  You  have  not  read  his  report  that  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  concerning  that? — A.  Not  carefully. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with 
reference  to  the  exigencies  of  the  naval  situation? — ^A.  I  know  that 
we  had  some  confidential  testimony  before  the  naval  committee  that 
the  exigencies  were  such  that  we  ought  to  make  liberal  appropriations 
for  war  material. 

Q.  We  had  a  message  to  that  effect,  if  I  remember,  but  did  you  read 
the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  was  transmitted 
to  Congress  in  December? — A.  I  read  most  of  it;  I  did  not  read  it 
very  carefully. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  read  the  report  of  a  technical  bureau,  such  as 
the  Bureau  of  Construction  ? — A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  Or  Bureau  of  Navigation,  so  that  you,  without  reading  the  in- 
formation that  was  in  these  reports,  and  with  a  superficial  knowledge 
of  what  is  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  charge 
upon  those  officers  a  gross  dereliction  or  duty  in  letting  contracts 
wnich  involved  an  excessive  profit  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollarsL — 
A.  I  do  nothing  of  the  kind.    I  say  that  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
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may  have  required  these  boats  in  their  opinion  even  if  they  cost  twice 
the  money.  1  know  in  the  Spanish- American  war  this  Government 
bought  quite  a  large  number  of  different  kinds  of  boats,  which  they 
undoubtedly  paid  two  prices  for,  but  they  thought  they  had  to  have 
them.  Now,  1  have  no  reason  to  think  but  that  they  thought  at  the 
Navy  Department  that  they  had  got  to  have  them  and  that  they  might 
be  wanted. 

Q.  Have  you  received  or  known  of  any  communications  submitted 
to  Congress  or  to  any  of  the  committees  of  Congress  in  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  any  of  these  heads  or  technical  bureaus 
specified  that  reason  as  the  basis  for  making  these  contracts? — ^A.  I 
do  not  know  that  they  specified  that  reason  for  the  basis  of  making 
these  contracts,  but  I  do  know  we  had  in  an  executive  session  of  the 
Naval  Committee  a  Government  oflScer  confidentially  talking  with  the 
committee.    I  don't  think  I  ought  to  disclose  what  the  talk  was. 

Q.  We  will  not  ask  for  war  secrets.  At  the  same  time,  you  can 
state  this :  Is  there  any  information  anvwhere,  and,  if  so,  what  officer 
gave  that  information,  that  as  a  basis  for  making  contracts  involving 
an  unjust  profit  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  these  recent  sub- 
marine contracts,  that  it  was  occasioned  by  a  naval  exigency  which 
then  existed,  or  last  j^ear  existed — is  there  any  such  official  statement 
anywhere,  and,  if  so,  what  officer  made  it? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know 
that  there  is  such  an  official  statement,  but,  of  course,  I  do  not  know 
what  was  going  on  through  the  minds  of  the  people  at  the  Navy  De- 
partment when  they  were  contracting  for  these  boats.  They  naturally 
would  not  make  any  official  statement  if  they  thought  there  was  dan- 
ger of  war. 

Q.  What  basis  have  you  then  for  assuming  that  such  a  condition 
existed  in  their  minds,  upon  which  they  acted,  to  allow  this  million 
and  a  half  dollars  of  unjust  profit? — A.  Well,  I  have  a  good  deal  of 
reason  to  believe  or  to  know  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  nerv- 
ousness in  the  executive  offices  as  well  as  in  the  war  and  naval  offices 
in  the  last  year  that  might  require  the  need  of  more  vessels. 

Q.  And  this  general  condition  of  nervousness  in  the  air  is  the  basis 
of  your  accusation  upon  the  officers  of  the  Niavy  Department  that  they 
allowed  unjust  profits  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  out  of  less  than 
a  $3,000,000  contract  ?— A.  I  do  not  put  it  that  way. 

Q.  Is  not  that  the  condition? — ^A.  I  said  it  may  have  been;  I  did 
not  say  it  was. 

Q.  That  is  about  the  basis  that  exists. — A.  I  say  that  may  have 
been  the  reason.    I  can  not  tell  the  reason  why  they  paid  the  price. 

Q.  Let  us  just  get  the  figures  a  little  bit  more  accurately.  Who 
compiled  these  figures  in  our  record  that  show  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars  of  unjust  profits? — A.  Those  figures  were  taken  out  of  docu- 
ments and  books  and  hearings  mostly. 

Q.  Who  compiled  them;  what  person  compiled  them? — ^A.  I  think 
Mr.  Webster  did. 

Q.  And  who  assisted  him? — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was 
assisted  or  not.    He  may  have  been. 

Q.  He  testified  he  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Neflf. — ^A.  Very  likely  he 
was. 

Q*  Was  it  under  your  direction? — A.  Yes;  I  wanted  those  figures. 
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Q.  Did  you  tell  them  exactly  what  to  do,  or  did  you  give  th^n 
a  general  direction  as  to  how  to  find  out  and  to  report  what  they 
found? — ^A.  My  impression  is  I  told  them  to  find  out. 

Q.  You  told  them  to  find  out? — A.  To  get  me  what  information 
they  could  upon  that  subject. 

Q.  So  that  compilation  is  the  basis  of  your  charge  of  this  in- 
eflSciency  of  the  naval  officers? — A.  I  did  not  say  inefficiency.  Those 
iSgures  and  the  testimony  of  Admiral  Bowles  and  Admiral  Melville 
and  Admiral  O'Neil  is  the  basis  of  my  figures  for  excessive  prices- 

Q.  This  compilation  that  you  have  caused  to  be  made  by  these 
two  men  is  the  final  result  upon  which  you  base  your  charge  of  this 
million  and  half  dollars  of  excessive  profit,  is  it? — A.  Practically, 
yes.   • 

Q.  Have  either  of  these  men  had  any  experience  in  marine  or 
naval  construction,  Mr.  Neff  or  Mr.  Webster? — A.  I  don't  think  they 
teach  naval  construction  at  the  Yale  College,  and  I  don't  know  about 
Mr.  Neff.     I  don't  think  Mr.  Webster  has  any. 

Q.  So  that  as  the  matter  would  come  to  us,  if  on  the  one  side 
Admiral  Capps,  the  official  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction, 
would  state  that  the  prices  were  reasonable  and  fair,  and  that  if 
they  had  been  otherwise  he  would  have  rejected  the  bids  and  would 
not  have  purchased  the  vessels,  thei-eby  admitting,  or,  rather,  im- 
plying, that  no  exigency  exists,  and  on  the  other  side  you  have  figures 
compiled  by  two  young  men,  one  23  years  old  and  one  29,  with  no  ex- 
perience in  naval  or  marine  construction,  under  your  general  direc- 
tion, which  of  those  two  statements  would  you  think  is  an  unbia^^d 
statement? — A,  The  adding  of  the  compilation,  the  sources  from 
which  they  came — Admiral  Bowles,  Admiral  Melville,  Admiral 
O'Neil — I  would  certainly  take  those  three  experts  as  against  one, 

Q.  You  would  believe  Admiral  Webster  and  Admiral  Neff,  would 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  should  not  take  their  opinion  as  being  of  any 
account. 

Q.  Admiral  Capps  was  informed  concerning  the  statements  of 
Admiral  Melville  and  Admiral  O'Neil  and  Admiral  Bowles,  wasn't 
he? — A.  I  do  not  know,  but  he  ought  to  be. 

Q.  He  has  been  the  head  of  that  department  for  several  years, 
hasn't  he? — A.  I  do  not  know  that.  He  has  been  the  head  of  it 
since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

Q.  And  that  is  three  years,  at  least. — A.  No ;  it  is  practically  two 
years. 

Q.  If  he  testifies  that  he  has  been  at  the  head  of  that  department 
five  or  more  years,  which  he  did,  you  would  believe  him? — ^A.  I 
certainly  would. 

Q.  And  at  the  head  of  the  department  he  naturally  would  be  in- 
formed as  to  what  a  man  like  Admiral  Bowles  knew,  or  a  man  like 
Admiral  O'Neil  or  Admiral  Melville  knew,  or  thought,  about  those 
matters? — A.  I  can  not  answer  that  question  except  to  say  that  he 
ought  to  be. 

Q.  Now,  would  you  charge  inefficiency,  charge  him  to  the  extent 
of  gross  unjust  profits  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  out  of  a  three- 
million  dollar  contract  if  he  differed  from  those  men  in  that  line 
of  submarine  construction  ? — A.  In  the  first  place,  a  million  and  a 
half  of  excess  profit  of  the  boats  we  have  built  and  have  contracted 
for. 
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Q.  That  WQuld  be  about  four  million  and  a  half  dollars^  as  he 
testified.— A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  Admiral  Capps's  shrew,dness 
as  a  business  man.  I  know  some  people  would  buy  a  house  for  two- 
thirds  of  what  another  man  would  pay.  A  shrewd  business  man 
in  that  department,  in  my  opinion,  would  save  the  Government 
millions   ox  dollars. 

Q.  Then  you  do  think  that  Admiral  Capps  lacks  the  requisite 
of  shrewdness,  so  that  he  cQ.n  be  cheated  a  millipn  and  a  half  dollars 
in  excessive  profits  out  of  four  and  .a  hajf  million  dollars  of  total 
contracts? — ^A.  All  men  are  not  born  alike  in  shrewdness.  I  do 
not  charge  Admiral  Capps  with  anything.  I  do  not  know  what 
was  in  his  mind  when  he  made  that  contract. 

Q.  You  charge  in  addition  that 'the  Secretaries  of  the  Navy  who 
have  sisned  these  contracts — Secretary  Long,  Secretary  Moody,  Sec- 
retary Morton,  Secretary  Bonaparte,'  and  Secretary  Metcalf — ^were 
so  inefficient  that  they  did  riot  guard  the  ii>terests  of  the  Gk)vern- 
ment,  and  allowed  one  million  and  a  half  dollars  of  unjust  profits 
out  of  a  four  million  and  a  half  total  contracts,  do  you? — A.  I  do 
not  charge  anything  of  the  kind.  I  doubt  if  these  men  whom  you 
have  mentioned  know  very  much  about  it  anyhow.  I  think  their 
signing  the  contracts  and  signing  their  signatures  is  largely  per- 
functory. 

Q.  You  charge  that  these  men  knew  no  more  about  the  signing 
of  these  contracts  involving  millions  of  dollars  than  merely  the 
signiiig  of  their  names? — A.  No;  I  do  not  charge  that. 

Q.  Isn't  that  about  what  you  said? — A.  I  do  not  know 

Q.  You  think  that  they  did  not  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  charge  them 
with  anything. 

Q.  But  there  is  a  charge  somewhere.  You  charge  that  there  is  an 
excessive,  unjust,  gross  profit  of  two  million  and  a  half  dollars  in 
the  construction  of  these  submarines.  Now,  if  that  be  true,  some- 
body is  responsible  for  it.  The  men  who  signed  the  contracts  are 
the  secretaries  whom  I  have  named.  The  ma^i  who  made  the  speci- 
fications and  was  responsible  for  the  construction  is  Admiral  Capps, 
who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  department  which  has  made  more 
than  two-thirds  of  these  contracts.  Now,  you  charge  that  these 
men  whom  I  have  named  were  derelict  in  their  duty,  either  not 
knowing  anything  about  it,  or  have  been  so  inefficient  that  they 
could  not  guard  the  interests  of  this  Government  and  reject  bids,  if 
there  had  been  any  such  thing,  do  you? — A.  I  do  not  make  any 
charges  against  the  Navy  Department.  I  have  said  that  this  boat 
company  has  made  excessive  profits,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
because  of  inefficiency  or  whether  it  is  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
wanted  the  boats  and  that  the  company  having  the  boat  that  won 
out  in  the  trials  was  in  a  nosition  to  set  the  price.  The  Govern- 
ment was  not  in  a  vei-y  good  position  to  set  the  price  after  the  com- 
pany had  won  out.  'fhey  were  the  people  that  were  on  top,  it  seems 
to  nie,  so  far  as  the  contracts  were  concerned. 

Q.  So  that  if  Admiral  Capps  said  to  us  that  he  is  in  a  position  to 
reject  bids  if  theprices  are  excessive,  you  would  not  believe  him, 
would  you  ? — A.  Whv,  certainly,  I  would  believe  him. 

Q.  (xr  if  you  would  believe  him,  you  would  believe  him  so  ineffi- 
cient as  not  to  know  an  unjust  price  if  he  saw  it? — A.  I  have  not 
made  any  such  statement  as  that. 
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Q.  That  is  about  what  it  amounts  to,  isn't  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  a  compilation  made  by  two  young  men  in  their  first  y^r 
of  law  school,  from  official  reports  and  gathered  information,  yoa 
would  have  believed  by  this  committee  and  by  the  country  as  against 
the  sworn  testimony  of  the  heads  of  departments  and  the  official 
action  of  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the  past  five  or  six 
years,  would  you? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  the  two  young  men  have  any 
voice  in  it  at  all,  but  they  simplv  gathered  together  Admiral  Bowles, 
Admiral  Melville,  Admiral  O  Neil 

Q.  But  their  gathering,  their  version  of  what  those  admirals  said^ 
would  be  accepted  by  you  and  charged  as  inefficient  and  corrupt 
action,  rather  than  the  official  action  of  the  heads  of  these  depart- 
ments--you  would  believe  the  young  men's  version  rather  than  the 
officials? — A.  The  young  men  have  no  version  at  all.  They  simply 
gathered  the  facts. 

The  Chairman.  Right  in  this  connection  Mr.  Littleton  wants 
questions  asked. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Admiral  O'Neil  and  Admiral  Mfelville 
were  members  of  the  Board  on  Construction  when  that  board  offi- 
cially reported  to  the  Navy  Department  that  a  fair  price  for  the 
class  and  size  of  submarine  boats  referred  to  by  Admirals  O'Neil, 
Melville,  and  Bowles  in  the  testimony  which  you  quote  was  $170,000 
per  boat,  or  practically  $1,400  a  ton? — A.  I  never  heard  of  any  such. 

Q.  If  you  are  familiar  with  the  matters  about  which  you  have 
been  testifying  and  with  the  reports,  you  know  that  they  recom- 
mended that  $170,000  was  a  fair  price  for  certain  boats? — A.  I  do 
not  know  that. 

Q.  Then  you  have  not  read  their  reports. — A.  I  read  the  part  that 
was  marked  for  me  to  read. 

Q.  Who  marked  it  ? — A.  I  think  Mr.  Webster  must  hax'e.  I  sent 
him  to  gather  the  reports. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  it  was  $170,000?— A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  per  boat? — ^A.  Why,  the  price  per  boat  of 
Admiral  Bowles,  figured  in  tons,  was  $745  and  some  cents. 

Q.  The  pi:ice  per  boat  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know  about  the  price  per  boat. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  read  the  reports  there  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  the  tonnage  was  of  the  boats  ? — A.  The 
tonnage  of  the  boats  that  Bowles  was  testifying — I  think  they  were 
120  tons. 

Q.  That  would  be  over  $1,400  a  ton. — A.  I  have  not  read  any- 
thing like  that — what  you  are  reading  there  now. 

Q.  If  the  report  shows  that — I  do  not  know — I  have  not  read  it; 
but  if  the  report  shows  that,  then  the  boys  are  a  little  off  in  their 
reckoning. — A.  If  the  report  shows  that — ^that  Admiral  O'Neil  con- 
tracted K»r  boats  at  $1,400  a  ton — I  can  not  reconcile  it  to  his  testi- 
mony. 

Q.  They  have  all  testified  that  they  do  not  buy  boats  by  the  ton  at 
all.  They  buy  them  for  so  much  per  boat,  and  figuring  out  the  per 
ton  is  done  by  somebody  besides  the  Navy  Department.  Admiral 
Capps  said  they  did  not  buy  boats  by  the  ton  and  did  not  figure 
them  by  the  ton,  and  if  the  boat  weighs  as  you  say,  or  is  a  120-ton 
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boat,  and  if  Admiral  O'Neil  and  those  other  admirals  reported  that 
8170,000  was  a  fair  price,  that  would  be  just  $1,600  a  ton. 

Xow,  Mr.  Littleton's  second  question  is  this :  "  Do  you  not  know 
that  this  report  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
finally  transmitted  to  Congress  ?  '* — A.  No,  sir ;  1  do  not  know  it. 

Q.  If  it  was  made  and  was  approved  and  was  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress, wh}%  you  and  I  are  not  as  fully  posted  on  these  naval  sub- 
marine matters  as  we  ought  to  be. — A.  I  think  it  is  a  tremendously 
excessive  price,  if  it  is  true. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  one  question  on  my  own  account.  Did  you  hear 
Admiral  Capps's  testimony  here  under  oath  ? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Then  it  is  only  fair  to  you  to  say  that  he  testified  under  oath 
that  the  Electric  Boat  people  claimed  that  thev  did  not  make  any 
profit,  but  that  he  thought  that  they  make  a  small  but  not  an  excessive 
profit? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  he  could  know.  We  had  Mr.  Lake 
testify  here  the  other  day  that  he  would  take  them  at  $745  a  ton. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  but  that  it  would  be  at  a  loss? — A.  Well,  I  do 
not  think  that  any  of  these  submarine-boat  people  are  doing  business 
at  a  loss. 

Q.  When  you  went  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  asked  him 
to  give  the  Lake  company  a  part  of  the  contract  did  you  limit  him 
to  any  price  per  ton  ? — A.  I  was  not  the  spokesman  there  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  upon  that  point  ? — A.  I  heard  the  conversation, 
as  I  remember  it;  the  Lake  company,  to  my  mind  it  is  hardly  a  con- 
tract at  all.     They  are  to  build  the  boats 

Q.  But  vou  gentlemen  went  up  there  to  get  a  contract  and  to  say 
that  you  thought  he  ought  to  give  one  contract  at  least  to  the  Lake 
company? — A.  I  thought  there  ought  to  be  competition. 

Q.  I  merely  want  to  know  whether  anything  was  said  by  you  or 
anyone  else  of  the  delegation  that  the  pnce  of  the  boat  ought  to  be 
limited  to  any  specific  amount? — A.  If  I  remember  right,  the  price 
was  discussed.  The  Secretary  thought  that,  in  view  or  the  fact  that 
these  people  built  their  boat  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  that 
the  Government  did  not  advance  any  money,  and  it  was  gping  to 
be  about  some  two  years,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  allowance  in  there 
for  the  use  of  the  money. 

Q.  Did  you  combat  that  idea  ? — A.  And  we  talked  over  the  amount 
and  left  the  price  between  $800  and  $900  a.  ton. 

Q.  That  you  figured  out  afterwards? — A.  It  did  not  take  very 
long  to  fi^re  that  out. 

Q.  But  it  was  discussed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  so  much 
per  ton? — A.  I  don't  remember  that  it  was!  I  did  not  take  part  in 
the  conversation. 

Q.  Well,  he  says  it  was  not. — A.  I  don't  think  I  could  tell  that  con- 
versation there  at  all,  but,  as  I  remember  it,  I  had  no  part  in  it.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  Senator  Bulkelev  did  the  talking. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  to  Senator  6ulkeley  that  the  price  ought  to  be 
limited  to  "any  specific  amount,  either  for  a  vessel  or  at  so  much  per 
ton?— A.  I  don't  think  I  had  any  talk  with  the  Senator  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  through  anybody  insist  that  the  price  for  that  Lake 
boat  should  be  limited? — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  time  know  what  would  be  a  fair  price  for  the 
boat? — A.  I  knew  what  the  testimony  had  been  of  these  three 
admirals. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  these  compilations  showing  the  cost  were 
not  made  until  after  that  date? — A.  CHi,  these  were  made  before. 
Well,  I  don't  know— no;  the  compilati(His  were  not  made  before^  but 
w©  had  heard  Admiral  Bowleses  price  on  boats,  for  every  session  of 
Congress  I  have  been  on  the  Naval  Committee  it  has  been  brought  up. 

Q.  When  you  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  asking  that  a 
part  of  that  contract  be  given  to  the  Lake  Boat  Company  you  did 
not  suggest  anv  price  in  your  letter  to  him,  did  you? — A/ 1  think  I 
simply  asked  for  competition.^ 

Q.  You  did  not  ask  for  anv  price? — A.  I  think  not.  I  think  I  set 
forth  the  advantages  to  the  department  of  having  ccMnpetition. 

Q.  Of  course  the  letter  will  show  for  itself. — A.  Yes.  I  have  just 
gotten  the  tenor  of  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Littleton's  next  question  is  this :  '^  Don't  you  know  that  the 
prices  of  all  vessels  contracted  for  to  the  Government  are  fixed  by  a 
Doard  of  construction,  composed  of  Admiral  Converse,  Admiral 
Capps,  Admiral  Rae,  Admiral  Mason,  and  Admiral  Coles ?■' — A  I  do 
not  know  who  fixes  the  price ;  no,  sir- 

Q.  Do  you  know  now  who  does  it? — A.  No,  sir.  I  will  take  Mr. 
Littleton's  word  for  it. 

Q.  The  question  is,  do  you  not  know,  and  you  answer  '^  I  do  not 
know." — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  The  next  question  is:  '^  Do  you  not  know  that  these  men  are 
men  of  gi'eat  knowledge  and  vast  exi>erience?  " — ^A.  I  think  they  are; 
vast  exj^erience  along  certain  lines.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have 
vast  experience  along  business  lines.  I  do  not  know  what  their 
shrewdness  is  as  to  letting  contracts.  I  believe  they  are  splendid 
officers. 

Q.  I  may  be  a  very  good  or  a  very  poor  lawyer,  and  you  may  be  a 
very  good  banker  and  representative  and  manager  of  tlie  business  of 
Liliey  &  Co.,  but  the  business  of  these  admirals  is  right  in  the  naval 
line,  isn't  it,  and  they  ought  to  know  more  as  to  submarines  than  we 
do? — A.  They  ought  to  know  more  about  building  a  ship  and  tlie 
technical  parts  than  a  man  would  get  by  going  to  West  Foint  and 
being  brouglit  up  in  the  Navy,  but  to  my  mmd  they  make  awful  poor 
business  men,  as  a  rule. 

Q.  Do  you  suggest  that  these  men  are  deficient  in  business  ability; 
in'  the  business  that  the  naval  officers  in  their  business  are  employed 
about  by  the  (xovernment  to  attend  to? — A.  Their  training  has  not 
been  along  business  lines. 

Q.  Along  what  business  line  would  you  claim  an  admiralty? — A. 
I  heard  an  admiral  say  in  reply  to  a  question  asked  him  by  a  member 
of  the  Naval  Committee,  when  we  were  visiting  the  yards  and  docks 
last  summer,  that  it  was  not  the  business  of  naval  officers  to  econo- 
mize. I  think  it  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  asked  him 
if  we  could  make  any  economies  in  that  yard,  and  he  said  it  was  not 
a  naval  officer's  business  or  training  to  make  economies;  it  was  his 
business  to  spend  money. 

Q.  You  are  getting  off  onto  the  naval  yards  now. — A.  Officers  are 
trained  very  nmcli  alike. 

Q.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Littleton's  next  question : ''  Do  you  know  of  any- 
body or  individual  l)etter  qualified  to  determine  what  are  reasonable 
prices? '' — A.  Oh,  I  think  there  are  a  great  many  of  our  large  busi- 
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ness  mea  that  are  conducting  commercial  enterprises  that  could  drive 
a  much  better  bfirgain. 

Q.  What  kind  of  commercia)  enterprises? — A.  Take  any  leading 
man  in  the  United  States  steel  corporation,  or  corporation  of  the 
same  nature;  they  Iqiow  all  about  manufacturing  and  have  been 
trained  business  men  instead  of  trained  to  serve  in  the  Army  or 
Xavy. 

Q.  Have  you  consulted  with  any  of  them  as  to  what  would  be  a 
fair  cost? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Littleton's  next  qjnestion  is:  ^'Do  you  think  that  your 
opinion  as  to  cost  and  reasonable  profits  is  more  valuable  than  that 
of  the  board  of  construction?  " — A.  Why,  I  think  we  could  have 
bought  those  boats  at  a  less  figure  than  $1,059  a  ton,  in  view  of  the 
tebtunony  that  had  been  given  by  Admiral  Bowles,  and  in  view  of 
the  testimony  that  was  given  here  the  other  day  by  Mr.  Lake. 

Q.  He  said  that  he  ought  to  have  had  about  twice  as  much  for  his 
boat? — A.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Littleton's  next  question  is  this:  The  table  of  cost,  and 
so  forth,  submitted  by  you  to  this  committee,  shows  a  supposed  ex- 
cessive profit  of  $1,119,736.58."  *Was  not  another  table  previously 
prepared  showing  a  supposed  excess  profit  of  $1,476,296  and  subse- 
quently corrected  by  further  computation  ?-t- A.  I  did  not  compile 
them.     I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  They  were  compiled  by  the  i)ersons  you  have  mentioned  al- 
ready?— A.  The  only  person  I  know  of  is  my  secretary.  lie  might 
have  had  Mr.  Neff's  assistance. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Did  vou  verifv  the  computations  by  these  men,  Neff  and  Web- 
vter? — A.  ^o;  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  took  their  figures  and  their  judgment  upon  those  compu- 
tations?— A.  T  looked  at  the  figures  and  looked  at  the  books  where 
they  had  marked  the  material,  but  as  to  the  additions  and  divisions, 
1  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  carefully  to  find  out  whether  they  had  used 
the  riffht  basis  for  putting  down  their  figure^? — A.  AMiy,  the  figures 
are  all  printed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  ^ot  the  right  figiUTs?  Do  you  know 
whether  they  were  used  in  the  right  way? — A.  A  gi-aduate  of  Yale 
ColWe  and  a  B.  A.  ought  to  l)e  able  to  make  the  right  figures.  I  con- 
fess I  did  not  add  up  the  figures. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  used  the  figin-es  in  the  way  that  the 
man  who  made  the  figures  supposed  they  should  be  used? — A.  I  did 
not  compile  those  figures  at  all. 

Q.  You  took  their  word,  and  the  judgment  of  those  two  young 
men  as  the  basis  for  your  charges? — A.  I  took  the  judgment  of  one 
young  man.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  other  young  man  helped  or 
not. 

Q.  I  will  read  you  the  statement  of  Admiral  Capps  before  this  com- 
mittee, at  page  290  of  this  record :  ''  l^hen  I  will  take  your  last  ques- 
tion first,  and  state  that  the  Navy  Department,  and  not  Congress, 
fixes  the  unit  price  of  submarine  boats,  and  that  so  long  as  I  hold  mv 
present  office  I  shall  not  be  a  party  to  any  recommendation  which 
would  give,  on  a  contract  of  this  character,  a  profit  which  would  be, 
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as  indicated  in  your  question,  so  grossly  in  excess  of  what  might  be 
considered  a  fair  profit."  You  understand  frcwn  that,  then,  that 
Admiral  Capps  states  that  it  is  the  Navy  Department  and  not  Con- 
gress that  fixes  the  unit  price  of  this  work,  do  you? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  dispute  that  statement? — A.  I  dispute  as  to  whether 
Admiral  Capps  would  let  a  contract  as  well  as  some  other  men 
would  let  it,  ]ust  as  much  as  I  would  dispute  one  man  buying  a 
horse  as  cheap  as  another. 

Q.  Do  you  dispute  that  it  is  the  business  of  the  Nnxy  Department 
and  the  duty  of  the  Navy  Department  to  fix  the  price  rather  than  for 
Congress  to  fix  it?— A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  I  read  you  again  what  Admiral  Capps  states  on  page  291 :  "  The 
best  we  can  do  is  to  compare  prices  on  these  boats  with  those  of  sim- 
ilar work  i^erformed  on  other  vessels,  and  as  the  Navy  Department 
has  complete  authority  to  contract  for  or  not  to  contract  for  such 
boats,  it  would  use  its  best  judgment.  Of  course  if  it  fails  to  con- 
tract for  any  boats  it  could  reier  the  matter  to  Congress  and  leave 
with  Congress  the  responsibility  for  additional  action,  if  such  be- 
came necessary.  The  Department  must  take  the  responsibility  of 
determining:  whether  the  price  is  a  l*easonable  one."  Do  you  dispute 
that? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  These  two  questions  are  practically 
alike,  I  should  judge,  and  I  want  to  correct  my  previous  answer  and 
say  this:  That  if  Congress  appropriates  a  certam  amoimt  of  money 
for  a  certain  number  of  boats,  and  instructs  that  those  boats  shall  he 
contracted  for,  I  should  assimie  that  the  Department  was  obliged  to 
follow  the  instructions  of  Congress  and  contract  for  those  boats. 

Q.  So  if  Admiral  Capps  says  to  the  contrary  you  dispute  his  state- 
ment?— A.  I  certainly  do  not.    That  is  new  information  to  me, 

Q.  Admiral  Capps  has  stated,  on  page  291,  that  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment has  complete  authority  to  contract  for  or  not  contract  for  any 
such  boats  as  it  might  use,  in  its  best  judgment,  and  if  it  does  not 
contract  for  any  boats  under  an  appropriation  it  refers  the  matter  to 
Congress  and  puts  the  responsibility  on  Congress.  Do  you  dispute 
that  right  or  power  or  privilege  of  the  Navy  Department? — A.  I  do 
not  dispute  a  thing  Admiral  Capps  says  so  far  as  such  questions  as 
these  go.  "... 

Q.  If  that  be  true,  and  the  full  power  and  responsibility  was  on 
the  Navy  Department,  whidi  had  the  right  to  reject  all  bids  or  accept 
the  bids  in  such  manner  as  they  saw  fit,  do  you  know  whether  they 
rejected  the  bids  or  referred  the  matter  to  Congress,  wliether  the  Navy 
Department  has  within  the  last  two  years  rejected  bids  and  referred 
the  matter  to  Congress  concerning  submarines? — A.  I  haven't  any 
knowledge  whatever. 

Q.  You  know  they  have  not  done  that,  don't  you  ? — A.  That  is  my 
belief  that  they  have  not 

Q.  As  Mr.  Littleton  points  out,  and  as  Secretary  Metcalf  testifies, 
the  responsibility  for  preparing  these  contracts  and  consulting  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  making  and  final  signing  of  a  contract  is 
with  the  board  on  construction,  of  which  Admiral  Converse  is  head,  and 
the  other  admirals  named.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  on  page  302,  tes- 
tifies that  this  is  the  technical  board,  upon  whose  judgment  he  relies  in 
making  these  contracts.  Admiral  Capps  testified  on  page  292:  "I 
think  an  exact  determination  of  the  cost  is  exceedingly  difficult,  but 
the  board  on  construction  used  its  best  judgment  ana  arbitrarily  rec- 
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ommended  a  reduction  in  the  contract  price  of  the  smaller  boats  of 
$27,000  for  each  boat,  and  in  the  case  of  the  larger  boat  of  $19,000 
for  each  boat."  Now  you  say  that  there  is  an  excessive  profit 
of  a  million  dollars  in  about  $3,000,000  of  construction,  or  about  33 
per  cent.  You  charge,  then,  that  this  board  in  making  a  reduction 
of  $27,000  for  the  small  boats  and  $19,000  for  the  larger  boats,  was 
derelict  in  its  duty  and  that  they  should  have  caused  a  reduction  of 
at  least  $120,000  for  each  boat,  do  you  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  charge  that  they 
were  derelict  in  their  duty,  but  I  would  rather  say  that  they  were 
fooled.  I  know  of  a  man  that  asked  $800  for  a  horse,  and  he  was 
offered  $250  and  he  finally  took  it.  When  they  offered  $27,000  they 
ought  to  have  offered  them  $100,000  less,  and  they  ought  not  to  have 
limned  to  the  blandishments  of  those  who  say  they  were  losing 
money .^  I  do  not  think  he  drove  a  sharp  bargain.  I  think  he  ought 
to  get  it  down  where  it  belongs.- 

Q-  You  char^,  then,  that  Kear- Admiral  Converse,  Bear- Admiral 
Rae,  Bear- Admiral  Mason,  Bear- Admiral  Cowles,  and  Bear- Admiral 
Capps  were  fooled  ajid  cheated  to  the  extent  of  $120,000  on  each  boat 
in  making  those  contracts  to  you? — A.  I  would  not  say  that,  no;  Mr. 
Stevens. 

Q,  That  is  what  it  means,  ins*t  it? — ^A.  I  would  say  that  those  men 
are  splendid,  able  naval  officers,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  trained 
business  naen  and  not  the  men  to  cope  with  the  people  representing 
the  Electric  Boat  Company.  They  are  not  shrewd  enough  for  them. 
Q.  I  read  this  statement  on  page  296  of  Admiral  Capps's  testi- 
mony j  "  This  board,"  and  by  this  board  he  nieans  the  board  on  con- 
struction, *'  used  every  means  it  could  to  determine  a  fair  estimate  of 
cost  and  a  fair  proportion  of  profit.  We  simply  used  our  best  judg- 
ment and  cut  down  the  bid  prices  very  considerably,"  You  charge  that 
that  statement  is  incorrect  and  false  of  Admiral  Capps,  do  you  ? — A. 
I  do  not. 

Q.  You  charge  that  because  they  did  not  cut  down  the  price 
$120,000,  instead  of  $27,000,  that  they  were  fooled  and  cheated,  and 
that  that  statement  that  I  have  read  to  you  is  incorrect,  do  you? — ^A. 
I  do  not  charge  anything,  but,  in  my  opinion,  these  men  are  not 
shrewd  at  driving  a  bargain.  They  are  not  equal  to  cope  along  busi- 
ng lines  with  the  a^nts  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  Sut  in 
sailing  a  ship  and  domg  anything  they  know  how  to  do,  I  will  say 
that  tiney  are  among  the  ablest  in  this  country. 

Q.  These  contracts  were  obliged  to  be  supervised,  investigated,  and 
proved  and  signed  by  the  Secretan^  of  the  Navy,  and  among  them 
were  ScCTetary  Long,  Secretary  IVforton,  Secretary  Bonaparte,  and 
Secretary  Metcalf.  You  charge  that  these  men  have  so  little  business 
experience,  are  so  easy  to  be  fooled  and  cheated,  that  they  allowed 
contracts  involving  about  $3,000,000  to  contain  more  than  $1,000,000 
of  excessive  profit,  do  you  ?  In  addition  to  fooling  and  cheating  the 
general  boara,  do  you  also  say  that  these  various  Secretaries  were  also 
tooled  and  cheated? — A.  I  have  not  said  cheated. 

Q.  Isn't  that  what  it  means  if  the  Government  was  obliged  to  pay 
33  per  cent  excessive  profit,  has  not  the  Government  been  cheated? 
Is  there  any  way  of  dodging  it?  Has  not  the  Government  been 
cheated? — A.  I  think  the  Government  had  paid  too  much  money. 
Ido: 
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Q.  If  it  has  paid  $1,000,000  of  excessive  profit  in  $3^000,000 
HKprth  of  contracts,  ha^  not  the  Goveimment  been  cheated? — A.  That 
i».  your  language.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  you  should  assume 
tiliat 

Q.  What  do  you  say  about  it? — A.  I  say  they  were  not  shrewd 
enough  to  cut  off  the  money,  they  could  have.  They  cut  off  $27,000, 
but  I  think  they  were  asked  two  prices,  and  if  they  had  cut  in  two 
i|i  Hxe  middle,  and  started  from  there  as  a  basis^  that  they  might  have 
gotten  togetbec  and  cut  it  down  to  about  where  they  belpngw 

Mr.  Howard.  You  think  they  could  not  make  a  good  nutmeg 
tirade? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  charge  then  that  a  man  like  Mr.  Morton ^A.  Did  Mr. 

]k(ortQn  sign  any  contracts  for  these  boats? 

Q.  You  charge  a  man  like  Mr.  Morton,  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
upon  tlie  advice  of  a  technical  board,  the  names  of  some  of  whom  I 
have  read  to  you,  has  so  little  business  capacity  that  he  was  fooled 
and  cheated  to  the  extent  of  more  than  $100,000  per  boat,  do  you,  out 
of  a  $300,000,000  contract?— A.  I  think  he  signed  the  contract  as 
you  state,  on  the  advice  of  the  department  on  construction.  I  do  not 
think  Mr.  Morton  ever  devoted  tmie  enough  to  get  down  to  the  busi- 
ness part  of  that  proposition. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Morton  ? — A.  I  know  he  is  a  very  able  busi- 
ness man,  but  he  was  not  there  long  enough  to  get  ac(]^ainted  with 
the  needs  of  the  Department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  business  he  had  before  he  was  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  ? — A.  He  ran  a  great  railroad,  rebating,  I  understand 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  business  he  undertook  after  he  left  the  Na\7. 
Department? — A.  Hie  is  conducting  a  great  life  insurance  company 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if  a  man  like  Mr.  Secretary  Morton  has 
so  little  business  capacity,  that  on  a  $3,000,000  contract  for  which 
he  is  responsible,  that  he  allows  the  people  that  he  represents  to  be 
cheated  to  the  extent  of  $1,000,000  in  a  $300,000,000  contract?  I  ask 
if  you  believe  Secretary  Morton  is  that  kind  of  a  busine&s  man?— 
A.  I  don't  believe  he  had  but  mighty  little  to  do  with  that  contract. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  he  gives  so  little  supervision  over  his  busi- 
ness affairs? — A.  I  do  not  believe  he  got  acquainted  with  the  business 
affairs  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  Secretary  Morton  is  that  kind  of  a  business 
man,  and  gives  so  little  consideration  over  the  business  affairs  over 
which  he  has  charge,  and«for  which  he  is  responsible,  that  he  allows 
the  people  he  represents  to  be  cheated  out  of  $100,000  in  a  $300,000,000 
transaction  ? — A.  l^liy,  I  did  not  say  that.  I  do  not  believe  thai  Mr. 
Morton  ever  looked  into  the  question. 

Q.  You  believe  tliat  he  allows  his  business  to  be  done  in  that  way, 
that  he  will  not  look  into  these  things  to  the  extent,  and  that  he  signs 
his  name  to  the  extent  of  allowing  his  people  to  be  cheated  $100,000 
on  a  $300,000,000  transaction  ? — A.  He  .was  not  there  long  enough  to 
look  into  it. 

Q.  I  mean  to  say  that  is  the  way  you  charge  he  did  his  busiaess 
and  that  is  the  kind  of  a  man  he  is,  do  you  ? 
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"ifr.  Thurstok.  Might  I  suggest  one  thing,  so  that  you  may  ndt 
get  the  figures  wrong?  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Morton'fe  awarding  or  los- 
ing a  million  dollars  out  of  a  $3,000,000  appropriation.  The  appro- 
priation he  disposed  of  was  $250,000  for  four  boats. 

Q.  Of  course  in  saying  $3,000,000  I  am  speaking  of  the  contracts 
that  have  been  let  during  the  last  five  or  six  years.  But  it  dbes 
amount  to  33  per  cent  on  each  boat  that  Secretary  Morton  signed  a 
contract  for,  does  it  not? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  the  amount  of 
the  contract  was.  Eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  four 
boats — how  many  tons  were  they — if  you  want  to  do  a  little  example 
in  arithmetic 

Q.  I  will  read  you  fiui:her  what  Admiral  Capps  says  about  the 
question  of  tonnage.  Admiral  Capps  states  on  page  304  of  the  testi- 
mony, "As  I  said  before,  cost  based  solely  upon  tonnage  is  mislead- 
ing and  is  really  inaccurate,  since  you  must  consider  the  fittings  of 
the  boat  and  its  general  characteristics,  including  heat,"  etc.  Ad- 
miral Capps  stated  that  upon  oath  to  this  committee.  He  said 
further  that  that  judgment  and  that  fact  was  the  basis  of  the  action 
of  the  board  in  awarding  these  contracts.  You  charge,  then,  that  this 
ba.sis  used  by  the  board  in  awarding  these  contracts  is  grossly  inju- 
rious to  the  Government,  is  wrong,  is  unfounded,  and  that  the  board 
had  no  business  to  use  such  basis,  do  you? — A.  The  only  basis  I  have 
ever  heard  of  is  the  per  ton  price. 

Q.  So  that  if  the  board  uses  another  basis  that  is  not  a  per  ton 
price,  you  say  that  Admiral  Capps  and  Admiral  Converse  and  Ad- 
miral Mason  and  Admiral  Rae  did  not  know  their  business  in  using 
any  other  basis  than  the  one  you  are  figuring  on? — A.  I  would  not 
say  that  these  gentlemen  did  not  know  their  business  for  which  they 
were  trained  and  prepared  and  that  their  life  education  had  been 
spent  in.  But  I  do  say  that  it  is  not  only  possible  but  probable  that 
tnev  are  not  mentally  able  business  men,  to  figure  out  the  proper  cost 
and  amoimt  they  should  pay  for  vessels. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  entertained  those  views,  that  the  tonnage 
was  the  proper  basis  for  computing  cost? — A.  I  never  have  heard 
01  any  other  basis.  I  once  owned  an  eighth  interest  in  a  ship,  and  I 
know  the  cost  of  that  one  was  based  on  the  per  ton. 

Q.  So  that  these  admirals,  this  technical  board,  and  these  secre- 
taries, in  using  a  different  basis,  were  so  grossly  wrong  and  unfair  and 
nnjust  to  the  Government  that  it  results  in  a  loss  of  33  per  cent  of 
excessive  profits  to  the  contractors  as  against  the  Government? — A. 
I  believe  that  these  gentlemen  are  most  loyal  to  the  Government, 
honest  and  straightforward,  of  veiy  high  standing.  I  am  not  im- 
pressed with  their  business  ability  if  thev  allow  contracts  for  boats 
at  the  price  that  they  have  been  paying.  1  do  not  say  that  they  have 
not  done  the  best  they  could  with  their  faculties  along  these  lines — 
along  business  lines.  I  do  not  desire  to  cast  any  aspersions  or  any 
reflection  upon  the  character  of  any  man  in  the  Navy  from  the  Ad- 
miral down  to  the  sailors.  I  believe  they  are  the  best  there  are  in 
the  world. 

Q.  You  admit  that  they  are  honest? — A.  Absolutely. 

Q.  So  that  when  Admiral  Capps  states,  as  he  does,  on  page  297, 
"I  would  most  decidedly  not  recommend  the  making  of  contracts 
which  would  involve  anything  like  approaching  $1,000,000  of  cxces- 
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sive  profits ,"  you  charge  that  is  entirely  due  to  his  ineflSciency,  his 
ignorance,  to  his  incapacity,  instead  of  corruption! — ^A.  Why.  so  far 
as  he  knows,  so  far  as  his  talents  go,  I  would  say  directly  to  tne  con- 
trary ;  that  he  was  efficient  and  that  he  is  honest  and  that  he  did  the 
best  he  knew. 

Q.  But  he  did  make  that  awful  blunder? — A.  I  think  it  is  a 
mighty  poor  bargain. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  basis  of  your  charge  of  excessive  profits! — ^A. 
Why,  I  think  there  has  been  an  excess  of  profit  of  the  amount  that  I 
state. 

Q.  We  have  gone  over  the  basis  of  your  charge,  have  we! — A* 
Pretty  fairly,  I  should  judge. 

Q.  So  that  your  information,  based  upon  the  facts  compiled  by 
these  two  men,  is  the  basis  for  the  charge  on  your  part,  as  against 
the  conduct  and  testimony  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  for  the  past 
fifty-seven  years,  and  all  of  the  admirals,  all  the  different  boards  of 
construction,  and  the  heads  of  technical  bureaus  during  that  same 

time!     Xow,  I  want  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Lilley A.  Now,  I  don't  want 

to  let  that  go 

Q.  Now,  1  will  ask  you  this  question A.  You  assume  that  I  am 

answering  that. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  as  a  man  of  a  great  deal  of  experience,  and 
a  man  who  I  think  wants  to  be  fair  in  tnis  matter,  do  you  think  your 
position,  with  the  information  based  upon  what  you  have,  should  be 
compared  with  the  standing  and  knowledge  and  patriotic  work  that 

these  men  have  tried  to  do A.  I  think  that  these  men  are  no  more 

patriotic  than  Admiral  Bowles  or  Admiral  O'Neil,  and  they  are  all 
m  the  same  class.  I  think  Admiral  Bowles  is  far  superior  business 
man  than  most  of  the  naval  officers.  He  is  president  of  a  great  com- 
npay  and  does  a  large  business.  He  must  necessarily  have  a  better 
knowledge  of  costs. 

Q.  You  Imow  that  he  has  said  that  that  statement  of  his  was  in- 
accurate and  unfounded,  don't  you,  in  a  subsequent  statement? — A. 
I  know  that  he  has  been  trying  to  get  better  prices. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  that  statement  or  his  that  you  rely  upon 
was  based  upon  insufficient  information  ? — A.  Why,  we  had  that  tes- 
timony here  a  day  or  two  ago. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that,  that  Admiral  Bowles  has  stated  that 
the  basis  he  used  was  upon  insufficient  information! — A.  I  feel  pos- 
itive  

Q.  You  can  answer  that  question  yes  or  no.  Did  he  not  state 
so  subsequently  to  that  statement! — A.  Admiral  Bowles! 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Never  to  me. 

Q.  Of  course  he  did  not,  but  did  he  not  state  it  publicly  so  that 
it  is  of  record ! — A.  I  have  not  heard  of  his  so  stating. 

Q.  He  made  that  statement,  didn't  he! — ^A.  But  it  is  a  far  dif- 
ferent proposition  now.  He  was  working  for  the  Government  then, 
and  he  is  working  for  the  other  people  now. 

Q.  I  ask  you  this  question  by  Mr.  Littleton :  "  Don't  you  know 
that  Admiral  Capps  is  a  naval  constructor,  and  that  it  is  a  part  of 
the  qualifications  of  every  naval  instructor  that  he  shall  have  tech- 
nical knowledge  regarding  the  construction  of  vessels  and  the  cost  of 
their  construction  r' — A.  I  do  not  assume  by  any  means  that  the 
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fact  that  he  is  a  constnietor  makes  a  shrewd  business  man  out  of 
him.  I  know  a  constructor  in  the  present  Congress,  but  he  may  not 
be  the  greatest  business  man 

Q.  So  you  are  willing  to  charjge  upon  the  naval  establishment  of 
this  countiy,  ujjon  the  information  that  you  have,  that  as  a  matter 
of  military  and  naval  policy,  that  it  has  allowed  this  Government  to 
be  practicallv  swindled  out  of  33  per  cent  excessive  profit  on  $3,000,- 
000  worth  of  profit,  rather  than  investigate  or  inform  itself  concern- 
ing it  and  act  upon  such  information? — A.  If  I  had  the  power  and 
authoritj'  I  would  not  let  anybody  trained  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
that  has  followed  the  sea  all  their  life,  to  make  any  bargains  whatever 
for  the  Government.  Kather  I  would  pick  out  for  the  heads  of  the 
navy-yards  and  the  head  of  the  Is'avy  itself  people  who  are  able, 
practical,  hard-headed  business  men.  I  believe  that  would  be  a  sav- 
ing to  the  Government  of  n]ilIions  of  dollars.  I  do  not  think  these 
men  are  fitted  at  all  in  any  of  these  positions  to  drive  a  bargain. 

Q.  You  are  willing  to  charge  further  that  a  man  like  Secretary 
Morton,  a  man  like  Justice  Moody,  a  man  like  Secretary  Long,  and 
Attorney-General  Bonaparte,  or  Secretary  Metcalf,  with  their  varied 
business  experience  and  ability,  have  aided  and  abetted  the  Gov- 
ernment in  being  swindled  and  clieated  out  of  a  million  dollars  exces- 
sive profits  in  $3,000,000  worth  of  profits  in  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years?  Are  you  willing  to  charge  that  also? — A.  Nothmg  of  the 
kind,  nothing  of  the  kind.  Each  one  of  these  men  was  ^n  able  busi- 
ness man,  but  he  did  not  have  long  enough  so  that  any  of  us  got 
acquainted  with  him,  or  so  that  he  got  acquainted  with  the  heads  of 
the  Departments.  The  others  are  able,  eminent  attorneys,  every  one 
of  them,  and  I  think  perhaps  that  the  best  man  in  the  bunch 

Q.  But  you  charge  that  the  able  business  man  was  swindled  and 
cheated  as  well  as  tne  others? — A.  He  was  not  here  long  enough  to 
find  out. 

Q.  You  charge  he  was  ec^ually  swindled  and  cheated  with  the 
others? — A.  I  do  not  charge  it.    1  charge  it  was  lack  of  knowledge, 

Q.  But  the  result  is  the  same;  you  charge  the  result  is  the  samel— 
A.  I  won't  say  that ;  he  was  not  here  long  enough. 

Q.  But  the  result  of  the  action  is  the  same  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment is  concerned  ? — A.  I  would  like  before  answering  that  question 
to  know  the  tonnage  of  those  four  vessels  that  he  signed  a  contract 
for,  and  the  amount  that  was  paid,  and  what  they  figured  per  ton. 

Mr.  Sp£ar.  One  thousand  and  forty  dollars. 

A.  I  think  they  paid  too  much. 

Q.  Senator  Thurston  asked  this  question : 

Did  you  not  understand  that  the  bids  of  the  Lake  Company,  boat  for  boat,  of 
equal  or  greater  guaranteed  size,  speed,  power,  and  efficiency,  averaged  about 
1270  per  ton  less  than  the  bids  of  the  Electric  Company? 

A.  I  could  not  state  the  exact  amount,  but  I  know  they  were  less. 
I  know  they  were  in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  That  is  approximately  correct,  as  you  understand? — A.  Ap- 
proximately. 

Q.  Another  question : 

In  all  business  affairs  the  construction  of  any  Icind  be  secured  as  low  with 
only  one  bidder  possible  as  where  there  is  full  and  open  competition  as  between 
rival  and  competing  construction  companies? 
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A.  Certainly  not. 

Q.  So  that  as  far  as  price  is  concerned  you  think  these  questions  of 
Senator  Thurston  state  about  the  facts? — A.  I  think  it  is  practically 
correct. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 
Q.  In  your  testimony  before  us  you  began  by  reading  a  typewritten 
statement,  in  the  course  of  which  it  appears,  at  page  32  of  the  printed 
record  of  these  hearings,  after  you  had  beMi  sworn  and  taken  the 
witness  stand,  you  made  such  charges.    Then  you  say  this  : 

I  also  submit  as  one  of  the  facts  inHuencing  me  to  Introduce  my  resolution, 
that  in  my  Judgment,  under  8))ecial  and  exclusive  legislation,  the  Klectrlc  Boat 
Company  and  its  predecessor  have  already  received  from  the  United  States  an 
excessive  profit  of  more  than  $1,000,000  for  the  construction  of  its  submarines. 

That  leaves  out  anything  now  under  construction  and  charges  spe- 
cifically,  that  the  company  has  already  received  from  the  United 
States  an  excessive  profit  of  more  than  a  million  dollars  for  the  con- 
struction of  its  submarines.  Do  you  still  insist  upon  that? — A.  Well, 
I  do  not  know  that  it  leaves  out— ^ — 

Q.  It  says  "  have  already  received,"  and  then  you  go  on,  '*  and  that 
under  the  supposed  legislation  now  pending  it  will  receive  a  profit 
of  more  than  a  million  excessive,"  etc.,  "  for  the  construction  ot  sub- 
marines provided  for."  That  means  $2,000,000  in  this  charge  of 
yours? — A.  No;  the  second  charge  refers  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  by 
the  Naval  Committee,  does  it  not?  The  action  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, if  that  became  a  law.  It  does  not  say  anything  about  the 
Naval  Committee,  but  it  does  say  they  have  already  received  an 
excessive  profit. 

Q.  That  was  your  statement  which  has  gone  out  to  the  world.— 
A.  The  contracts  have  been  signed  up  for  the  boats  which  are  now 
building,  so  it  is  in  eflFect.  They  may  have  not  gotten  all  the  money, 
but  in  effect  they  have  got  it;  it  is  contracted  for.  The  Government 
has  got  to  pay  it,  and  those  figures  were  in  round  numbers. 

Q.  Do  you  withdraw  that  part  of  the  charge  that  thw  have  already 
received  a  million  dollars  profit? — ^A.  They  have  in  effect,  what  they 
are  building,  the  contracts  are  made,  the  Government  is  tied  up  for 
that  amount.    Of  course  these  figures  there  were  in  round  numbers. 

Q.  But  this  language  is  not  in  round  numbers  j  it  is  very  specific, 
that  they  have  already  received. — ^A.  I  had  in  mmd  what  they  had 
built  and  what  they  were  building. 

Q.  Speaking  now  of  what  1  understand  you  now  mean,  a  million 
dollars,  and  your  figures  show  a  million  and  a  half  or  thereabouts, 
of  profits  on  boats  already  built  and  under  contract,  do  you  still  ad- 
here to  your  char^  that  the  Government  has  paid  or  agreed  to  pay 
more  than  a  million  dollars  of  excessive  and  unjust  charges? — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Then  you  think  that  this  Board  of  Construction  is  utterly  in- 
competent?— A.  Why,  I  would  not  say  they  were  utterly  incompe- 
tent.    I  think  they  are  competent  in  their  line  of  work. 

Q.  The  line  of  work  of  a  naval  constructor  is  to  construct  and  know 
what  it  costs  to  construct,  that  is  a  part  of  the  duties  of  a  naval  con- 
structor of  the  United  States. — ^A.  If  I  were  running  a  large  busi- 
ness, like  the  Navy  Department,  I  don't  think  I  should  want  to  engage 
any  of  those  gentlemen  to  let  contracts  for  me,  however  able  they  may 
be  along  the  fines  of  their  profession. 
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Q.  Tlien  you  do  charge  that  they  are  incompetent  ? — A.  I  do  not. 
I  charge  that  they  are  exceedingly  competent  so  far  as  they  know. 

Q.  But  they  do  not  know  ? — A.  Yes ;  they  know  a  great  deal,  but 
it  is  along  naval  lines;  it  is  along  the  lines  that  they  were  trained 
to  know.  They  are  very  able  and  very  competent,  but  a  great  musi- 
cian is  not  always  a  man  you  would  pick  out  to  let  contracts  for 
submarine  boats  or  to  go  off  and  buy  a  house  for  you.  They  are 
very  talented  in  their  nnes. 

Q.  If  you  were  going  to  employ  a  great  musician,  you  would  want 
somebody  who  haa  studied  music,  wouldn't  you  ? — A.  I  would  want 
somebody  who  had  been  in  the  business. 

Q.  When  did  you  discover  that  there  was  this  excessive  and  unjust 
profit,  you  say  "  as  one  of  the  facts  inducing  me  to  introduce  my 
resolution?"  When  did  you  discover  it?  Did  you  know  it  for 
=ome  time,  that  the  Government  was  not  getting  value  received  for 
it>  money? — A.  I  had  believed  it  ever  since  I  went  on  the  Naval 
Committee. 

Q.  You  knew  it  before  you  went  on  the  Naval  Committee.  You 
were  on  the  Naval  Committee  in  1906? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  appropriation  for  that  year? — A.  A  million 
flollars,  if  I  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  for  it? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  appropriation  of  1907? — A.  I  would  say  it  was 
$3,000,000. 

Q.  Although  you  knew  the  Government  was  not  getting  the  worth 
of  its  money  T — A.  Well,  we  know  the  Government  is  not  getting  the 
worth  of  its  money  anywhere,  or  in  any  department,  for  that  matter. 

Q.  And  you  voted  for  it  also  in  the  committee  that  year? — A.  I 
think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  time  know  what  it  cost  to  construct  these 
boats? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did  know  at  that  time.  I  do 
not  know  but  I  did. 

Q.  You  voted  for  $3,000,000  for  those  boats?— A.  I  voted  $3,000,000 
for  open  competition.  I  assmned  that  they  would  get  the  boats  at  a 
fair  price  ana  open  competition. 

Q-  Is  not  open  competition  leaving  it  to  these  very  naval  men  to 
decide  what  shall  be  paid  for  a  boat,  these  admirals? — A.  I  do  not 
think  so  at  all. 

Q.  Didn't  you  testify  here  the  other  day  that  you  were  in  favor  of 
open  competition  because  you  thought  it  would  be  left  to  the  Navy 
Department? — A.  Certainly;  but  if  there  are  half  a  dozen  people 
in  the  field  it  will  not  take  a  very  shrewd  man  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, unless  they  get  into  a  combination  with  one  another — it  won't 
take  a  very  shrewd  man  to  get  a  low  price.  I  believe  if  there  was 
one  in  the  field,  and  he  was  building  seven  or  eight  boats,  we  would 
be  getting  them  for  six  or  seven  hundred  a  ton  without  any  com- 
petitive bids. 

Q.  The  Government  did  not  do  much  better  with  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Company  ? — A.  It  got  a  bigger  boat. 

Q.  Can  you  make  a  bigger  boat  at  less  per  ton  than  you  can  a 
small  one? — A.  I  should  say  so,  but  I  am  not  qualified  to  answer 
that  question. 

Q.  You  are  a  business  man. — A.  I  will  say,  then,  that  you  can 
build  eight  a  good  deal  cheaper  than  you  can  one ;  yes. 
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Q.  Can  you  build  a  big  boat  cheaper  than  you  can  a  little  one  per 
ton? — A.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  What  would  you  tliink  about  it? — A.  I  would  think  it  could 
be.  But  there  might  be  something  about  the  construction  of  a  large 
boat  that  would  be  more  expensive. 

Q.  I  want  to  a^  you  another  question.  What  do  you  mean  by 
exclusive  legislation? — A.  Shutting  off  competition, 

Q.  What  legislation  was  that — oo  you  reier  to  the  act  of  1907? — 
A.  It  was  done  this  year;  it  was  attempted  in  other  years  in  the 
committee. 

Q.  It  must  have  been  other  yeai-s,  because  you  say  they  liave  al- 
ready received  $1,000,000  excessive  profit  under  exclusive  legislation. 
Did  you  have  reference  to  the  legislation  of  1907? — A.  The  boat 
that  won  out  in  the  test  practically  had  exclusive  bids.  With  no 
boats  competing,  there  is  onlv  one  left  that  you  are  compelled  to  buy 
from,  and  they  have  an  exclusive  market. 

Q.  Do  you  refer  to  the  act  of  1907?— A.  The  act  of  1907 

Q.  Was  that  what  you  referred  to  here  by  exclusive  legislation? — 
A.  I  should  say  both  the  act — ^the  action  principally  of  the  Naval 
Committee  this  year. 

Q.  This  charge  does  not  have  reference  to  the  Naval  Committee's 
action  this  year,  because  it  says  that  the  company  has  already  received 
a  million  dollars'  excessive  profits  under  exclusive  legislation. — A. 
There  was  only  one  company  in  the  field  last  year. 

Q.  I  simply  want  to  know  what  act  of  Congress  you  refer  to  as 
exclusive  legislation  ? — A.  I  referred  to  last  year,  probably. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  made  that  statement  here,  didn't  you  know  that 
the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  had  decided  that  that  was 
not  exclusive  legislation  ?  Did  you  not  know  that  the  Lake  Boat  Com- 
pany had  secured  a  contract  at  that  time,  and  didn't  you  help  get  the 
contract? — A.  He  did  not  decide  it,  as  I  understand  it,  until  after  he 
had  let  the  contract  for  seven  boats. 

Q.  But  he  had  decided  before  you  appeared  here? — A.  Well,  the 
contract  was  already  let  then  for  trie  seven. 

Q.  Then,  if  two  companies  had  got  contracts,  it  was  not  entirely 
exclusive,  was  it? — A.  It  was,  so  far  as  seven  was  concerned,  I  think. 

Q.  Exclusive  as  to  them  and  exclusive  as  to  the  Lake  Boat  Com- 
pany, so  far  as  the  other  boat  was  concerned,  but  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral decided  tliat  the  act  was  not  exclusive,  didn't  het — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  it  occurs  to  me  to  ask  you  another  question.  You  knew  he 
had  so  decided  at  the  time  you  were  before  us  upon  the  other  occai?ion. 
at  the  time  you  gave  your  testimony  before,  you  knew  he  had  so  de- 
cided?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  have  before  me  page  423  of  the  record  of  the  hearings, 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  m  the  Naval  Committee  this  year,  19(JS. 
and  it  appears  that  Mr.  Loudenslager  offered  as  a  resolution  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  horeby  initborlzed  and  cUrwted  to  contract  for 
eight  submarine  torpedo  boats,  in  an  amount  not  exceeiilnp  In  the  nggrepate 
$3,500,000,  and  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  is  hereby  appropriated  toward  said  pnr- 
I)08e,  and  to  remain  available  until  expended:  Provided,  That  all  such  Inuits 
shall  be  of  the  same  type  heretofore  determined  to  be  superior  as  a  result  of 
competitive  tests,  held  under  the  provisions  of  the  naval  appropriation  acts  nj»- 
proved  June  29',  1006,  and  March  2.  1007,  unless  on  or  before  October  1.  11K>S.  a 
submarine  torpedo  boat  of  a  different  type,  and  of  full  size  for  naval  warfare. 
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shall  have  been  constructwl  and  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  for  like 
trial,  and  by  like  trial  to  said  Department  demonstrated  to  be  not  inferior  to 
the  best  submarine  torpedo  boat  in  the  competition  above  referred  to. 

Then  came  a  substitute  from  Mr.  Hobson,  that  four  submarine 
boats  be  authorized  of  the  type  mentioned  in  the  above-mentioned 
resolution,  and  four  additional  submarine  boats  by  open  competitive 
tests  in  the  future.  Do  you  remember  how  you  voted  on  that? — A, 
I  did  not  vote. 

Q.  Why  not. — ^A.  There  was  no  use. 

Q.  Why?— A.  Well,  the  committee  stood  9  to  3. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  how  they  were  going  to  stand  until  after  the 
vote? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  have  gone  on  record,  anyway. — -A.  I  just  did  not 
take  the  trouble. 

Q.  Xow,  then,  Mr.  Padgett  offered  the  following  amendment,  which 
was  that  the  proviso  in  the  I^udenslager  motion  oe  stricken  out,  and 
I  think  you  voted  in  the  affirmative? — A.  Voted  to  strike  it  out;  yes. 

Q.  You  voted  to  strike  out  the  proviso  which  seemed  to  you  to 
make  it  exclusive,  which  seemed  to  you  to  shut  out  competition  ? — A. 
1  think  that  that  motion  of  Loudenslager's  thus  amended  was  better 
than  the  way  the  original  motion  was,  but  if  the  amendment  had 
been  adopted  I  would  have  had  the  privilege  of  voting  the  whole 
thing  down. 

Q.  You  could  have  voted  as  you  pleased  after  that,  but  the  pro- 
viso which  was  eliminated  reads : 

All  such  boats  shall  be  of  the  same  type  heretofore  determlne<i  to  be  snperior 
as  the  result  of  the  competitive  tests  held  under  the  provisions  of  the  naval 
appropriation  act  of  June  29,  1906,  and  so  forth,  unless  on  or  before  October  1, 
1908.  a  better  boat  is  provided  for. 

That  proviso  you  voted  to  strike  out  ? — A.  I  did. 
Q.  Then  Mr.  Mudd  offered  the  following  substitution — ^that  is,  to 
strike  out  the  whole  Loudenslager  resolution  and  insert  this : 

Four  submarine  torpedo  boats,  to  be  contracted  for  under  such  competitive 
t»*t8  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  prescribe,  $3,500,000.  of  which  the  sum 
of  $1,000,000  is  hereby  approi)riated. 

Do  you  remember  how  you  voted  on  that  ? — A.  I  say  I  voted 

Q-  i  will  show  you  what  the  record  says;  the  record  says  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  vote  on  the  substitute  by  Mr.  Mudd  was  recorded  as  follows : 
In  the  affirmative,  Messrs.   Foss,   Mudd,   Lllley,  lyils,   Padgett,   Hobson — 6. 
In  the  negative,  Messrs.  loudenslager,  Butler.  Roberts,  Bates,  Thomas,  Daw- 
«»,  Gregg,  Talbott,  Lamar— 9 

That  was  the  Mudd  proposition  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  voted  for  that  ? — A.  I  naturally  would. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  this  has  bothered  me  a  little  to  understand.  You 
voted  against  or  proposed  to  vote  against  the  appropriation  of 
S3.500,oS)  for  eight  submarine  boats,  and  yet  you  voted  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $3,5(K),000  for  four  boats.  How  do  you  explain  that  ? — A. 
Well,  I  did  not  vote  for  $3,500,000  intentionally  or  knowingly. 

Q-  You  do  not  mean  to  say  you  fell  into  the  same  error  that  these 
admirals  do? — A.  I  understood  Mr.  Mudd's  motion  was  what  the 
Department  called  for,  but  I  do  not  recall  now  that  there  was  any 
price  attached  to  them. 
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Q.  There  is  no  price  per  boat  proposal,  four  submarines  to  be  cxiii- 
tracted  for  under  such  competitive  tests  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  may  prescribe,  $3,500,000,  and  for  that  you  voted?— A.  I  did 
not  intend  to  vote,  I  intended  to  vote  for  four  boats. 

Q.  That  price  would  come  nearer  covering  four  boats  at  the  price 
of  the  Lake  boat,  under  the  Lake  contract,  wouldn't  iti — A.  Xo:  I 
do  not  think  so. 

Q.  It  would  cover  eight  boats  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  con- 
tract price,  but  not  more  than  four  at  the  Lake  company's  price  ?— A. 
the  Lake  Company's  contract,  as  I  understand  it,  was  $400,000,  pin- 
some  interest  money. 

Senator  Thurston.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. — A.  He  allowed  them 
$50,000,  as  I  understand  it,  for  the  fact  that  the  Government  advancetl 
nothing.  That  would  only  have  taken  half.  Mr.  Mudd  never  in- 
tended that  motion  to  be  that  way.  I  think  he  made  a  sort  of  roiiirh 
draft  there  on  the  Sperry  amendment,  and  it  may  have  been  over- 
looked by  the  entire  committee.    I  am  sure  there  was  no 

Q.  If  your  committee  is  that  careless,  we  can  not  appoint  any  of 
you  Secretary  of  the  Xavy. — A.  I  am  not  applying  for  the  position 
myself.  There  is  no  member  of  the  naval  conmiittee,  in  my  opinion, 
that  understood  Mr.  Mudd's  motion  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Howard.  Are  any  shrewd  business  men  on  that  committee? 

Q.  There  certainly  is  the  rec*ord  showing  six  of  you  voted  for  four 
boats,  three  millions  and  a  half? — A.  I  will  put  it  up  to  Mr.  Mudd. 
I  do  not  think  he  intended  that  motion  to  be  put  that  way.  These 
amendments  that  came  afterward  were  prepared  hurriedly  there. 

Q.  Well,  you  would  hardly  get  in  as  big  a  price  as  that  in  a  hurry, 
if  you  are  careful. — A.  I  do  not  think  I  voted  for  any  such  resolu- 
tion or  motion  as  that. 

Q.  There  is  the  sworn  record. — A.  I  think  there  is  some  mistake 
about  it. 

The  Chairman.  On  behalf  of  the  Lake  Company,  Senator  Tliurs- 
ton  wants  this  question  asked :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  prior  to  competi- 
tion between  rival  bidders  this  Government  was  compelled  to  pay 
$4:50  per  ton  for  armor  plate  to  the  extent  of  many  millions  when 
the  same  armor  plate  was  sold  to  the  Russian  Government  for  $300 
a  ton?     Do  you  know  anything  about  that? 

A.  I  don't  know,  Mr.  Chairman, 

The  Chairman.  Just  one  word,  before  we  take  a  recess  until  10 
o'clock  to-morrow  mofning.  One  word  about  the  evidence.  If  there 
is  any  other  evidence  that  can  be  submitted  to  the  committee,  or 
names  of  any  other  witnesses,  the  committee  would  like  to  have  them 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  on  this  charge  which  is  contained  on  page  3*2, 
which  I  will  read  again: 

I  also  submit  as  one  of  the  facts  influencing  me  to  intnulnce  my  resolution 
that  in  my  judgment,  under  siiecial  and  exclusive  legi,slation,  the  Electric  Boat 
Company,  and  its  preiie<.^essor,  have  already  re<.*eived  from  tlie  United  States  an 
excessive  profit  of  more  than  $1,000,000  for  the  construction  of  its  submarines. 

As  I  have  said,  the  committee  consider  that  one  of  the  most  seriou? 
specific  charges  in  your  sworn  testimony,  and  when  the  evidence  dis- 
closed the  small  total  amount  paid  for  submarines  appropriated  to 
the  date  of  that  charge  the  amount  of  excessive  profit  charged  become 
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even  more  shocking  than  it  did  when  first  made.  Now,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things  that  excessive  profit  could  only  have  been  due  to  one 
of  two  causes,  either  to  corruption  on  the  part  of  naval  ofiicials  or  to 
ignorance  and  inefficiency.  Now,  the  committee  understand  that  you 
do  not  charge  that  this  was  due  at  all  to  the  corruption  on  the  part 
of  anv  naval  official  ? 

A.  Not  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Permit  me  to  ask  these  questions  for  a  short 
categorical  answer.  The  committee  understand  that  you  do  not 
charge  that  this  excessive  profit  was  due  in  any  way  to  the  corruption 
on  the  part  of  any  officials  of  the  Navy  Department  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

The  Chaibman.  The  reason  for  the  committee  wishing  your  posi- 
tive sworn  statement  on  that  is  this :  If  you  charge  that  ttiat  was  due 
in  anv  wav,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  corruption  of  anybody  con- 
necte<i  with  the  Navy  Department  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
this  committee  would  not  adjourn  until  it  had  ferreted  that  out  to 
the  bottom,  if  the  committee  sat  here  all  summer.  And  another 
thing  in  connection  with  it,  if  there  was  any  such  charge  as  that,  it 
would  indicate  what  book  ought  to  be  produced  in  order  to  show 
money  that  was  used  in  any  such  corruption,  and  I  will  say  on  behalf 
of  the  committee  in  this  connection  that  all  oral  testimony  which  has 
been  taken  must  be  used  as  the  basis  for  the  books  which  were  to  be 
produced,  and  the  fullest  possible  oral  testimony  showing  what  books 
will  substantiate  the  sworn  testimony  is  necessary  as  a  basis,  and  you 
can  realize  throufi:h  the  advice  of  counsel  that  if  there  is  any  such 
testimony  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  before  demands 
for  the  books  are  made.  Now,  the  committee  understand  that  you 
charge  none  of  this  excessive  profit  to  any  corruption  of  any  of  the 
officials  of  the  Navy  Department? 

A.  Not  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Then  in  the  very  nature  of  things  it  must  be  due 
10  the  ignorance  or  inefficiency,  not  in  naval  matters,  not  in  naviga- 
tion or  gunnery,  but  to  ignorance  or  inefficiency  as  practical,  financial 
business  men? 

A.  Lack  of  business  ability  and  not  enough  competition.  I  wish, 
however,  to  say 

The  Chairman.  If  you  will  permit  first,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  will  finish  this.  We  are  perfectly  in  accord  now,  if  you  are 
still  conduced  that  there  has  been  $1,000,000  excessive  profit,  not- 
withstanding the  testimonjr  of  Admiral  Capps  and  Secretary  Met- 
calf,  but  that  you  think  it  is  due  to  the  practical  business  inefficiency 
of  the  officials  of  the  Navy  Department  f 

A.  Lack  of  business 

The  Chahiman.  Lack  of  business  efficiency  on  the  part  of  the  Navy 
Department. 

A.  The  million  dollars  involves  the  present  contract,  however,  in 
round  numbers. 

The  Ch^i ;rman.  That  is  absolutely  a  mere  detail;  but  that  the  ex- 
cessive profit,  whatever  it  is  and  in  whatever  contract,  you  now  say 
for  the  benefit  of  the  committee,  is  due  to  practical  business  ineffi- 
ciency? 

A.  And  lack  of  competition. 
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The  Chaibman.  And  solely  to  that? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  So  that  so  far  as  the  duty  of  this  committee  is  con- 
oemed  in  investigating  that  charge  they  are  at  an  end,  are  they  not? 
In  other  words,  can  this  committee  examine  any  further  into  the  pres- 
ent inefficiency  of  the  Department? 

A.  No ;  I  think  not. 

The  Chaibman.  If  that  is  your  opinion,  it  would  be  merely  a  inal> 
ter  of  opinion  between  you  and  other  witnesses? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  adjourn  until  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

(The  committee  thereupon  adiourned  until  to-morrow  (Saturday) 
morning,  April  18, 1908,  at  10  o'clock.) 
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Select  Committee  Under  House  Resolution  288, 

House  of  Representatives, 
Washinffto7i,  D.  C.  Saturday^  April  18^  1908. 
The  committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Broussard. 
The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

BEP&ESENTATIVE  GEORGE  I.  LILLET— Recalled. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  will  you  proceed  with  the  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Lilley  ? 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  referring  again  to  yesterday's  testimony,  you  were 
present  when  Mr.  Webster  testified,  were  you  not  ? — A.  1  es. 

Q.  He  testified  that  House  resolution  255,  introduced  by  yourself, 
was  prepared  by  him ;  that  is,  that  the  work  on  it  was  done  by  him 
and  that  you  gave  him  directions  or  submitted  a  draft  to  him;  you 
told  him  what  you  wanted. done  before  you  went  to  Connecticut,  which 
occurred  on  Thursday,  February  13.  Is  that  correct? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  as  to  dates,  Mr.  Olmsted.  I  would  not  attempt  to  fix  any  date. 
It  was  some  days  before  we  fixed  the  resolution  that  I  asked  him  to 
prepare  one. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  date  you  went  to  Connecticut? — A.  I 
do  not. 

Q.  I  think  he  said  you  went  to  New  York  on  business  before  you 
went  to  Connecticut.  Does  that  help  you  to  remember  the  date  at 
all?— A.  I  think  I  could  fix  that  date.  "  Could  you  tell  me  what  day 
Sunday  came  ? 

Q.  Sunday  would  come  on  the  16th. — A.  Well.  I  went  to  Connecti- 
cut along  about  the  13th;  about  the  13th.  I  should  say. 

Q.  That  agrees  with  Mr.  Webster's  testimony.  Did' you  go  to  New 
York  before  you  went  to  Connecticut? — A.  I  went  from  New  York 
to  Connecticut,  but  I  don't  think  I  stopped  in  New  York  to  transact 
any  business. 

Q.  Then  some  time  before  you  went  to  Connecticut  you  suggested 
this  matter  to  Mr.  Webster  and  gave  him  whatever  dra^  you  did  give 
him? — A.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Can  you  state  how  long  before  ? — A.  No ;  I  can  not. 

Q.  He  said  within  a  few  days,  or  wnthin  a  short  time  before  you 
vent  there? — A.  I  think  that  is  correct. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  you  submitted  anything  to  him  in 
writing,  typewriting,  or  with  the  jpen  ? — A.  No :  I  did  not,  but  I  just 

1363 


1364  HEARINGS   ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION    288. 

outlined  to  him  what  I  wanted  and  asked  him  to  look  up  resolutions 
of  a  similar  character,  and  when  he  submitted  his  draft  to  me  I  made 
some  changes  in  it.    I  do  not  just  recall  what  they  were. 

Q.  That  corresponds  with  his  testimony  exactly. — A.  And  I  am 
not  sure  whether  it  was  not  changed  more  than  once  before  I  finally 
introduced  it. 

Q.  With  whom  did  you  tell  him  to  consult  about  the  matter  or 
confer  about  the  matter  ? — A.  I  did  not  tell  him  to  consult  with  any- 
body.    I  told  him  to  look  it  up. 

Q.  I  think  you  said  yesterdj^y — I  know  you  said  yesterday— that 
you  consulted  with  three  or  four  Members  of  the  Hoiise  before  you 
mtroduced  the  resolution. — A.  Yes;  after  it  was  drawn.  My  recol- 
lection is  that  the  only  people  who  ever  saw  the  resolutitm  or  knew 
that  it  was  drawn  up  or  was  to  be  introduced  was  some  Members 
of  the  House. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  Dalzell,  and 
Captain  Hobson  are  all  that  I  recall. 

Q.  I  thought  you  mentioned  one  or  tw^o  others  in  your  fii-st  te>ti- 
money,  on  the  9th  of  March. — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  thought  you  mentioned  one  Member  from  Ohio. — A.  A  Mem- 
ber from  Ohio  I  do  not  think  ever  saw  the  resolution  until  after  it 
was  introduced. 

Q.  I  mean,  whether  you  mentioned  the  subject-matter? — A.  Not 
until  after  it  was  introduced.  I  do  not  remember  any  conversation 
with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  i-emember  about  when  you  talked  with  these  gentlemen 
you  name  i — A.  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr.  Dalzell,  the  morning  of  the  day 
I  introduced  it,  I  think  I  showed  it  to  them, 

Q.  Then  did  you  show  it  to  them  in  the  form  in  which  you  iutin)- 
duced  it  ? — A.  I  think  so.  I  do  not  think  I  chan^d  it  after  that— it 
might  have  been,  though.  That  was  in  the  mormng;  I  introduced  it 
about  2  o'clock. 

Q.  It  was  in  the  morning  that  you  talked  with  them  about  it  ?— A. 
I  think  so — in  the  morning,  soon  after  the  House  came  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Webster  says  he  made  the  final  copy  with  the  view  to  put 
in  the  basket:  he  said  he  finished  it  about  1  o'clock  that  day. — A. 
Well,  I  would  think  that  it  was  a  little  earlier  than  that;  I  would 
tliink  that  I  took  that  with  me  when  I  went  over  to  the  House,  but 
I  won't  be  positive  about  that. 

Q.  That  is  important.  I  simply  wanted  to  know  whether  you 
showed  them  the  final,  the  exact  resolution  that  you  introduced,  or 
whether  you  modified  it  somewhat  after  you  showed  it  to  them  ?— A. 
I  do  not  think  it  was  modified ;  it  may  have  been.  I  changed  it  two 
or  three  times. 

Q.  When  did  you  show  it  to  Captain  Hobson  ? — A.  On  the  morn- 
ing that  I  introduced  it. 

Q.  Had  you  shown  it  to  him  before  that  ? — A.  I  think  not.    I  met 
him  at  the  White  House  and  we  came  out  together.     My  remem 
brance  is  that  while  walking  up  from  there — I  think  w^e  walked  to 
the  Capitol — I  showed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Had  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
investigation  prior  to  that  time? — A.  No;  I  think  not.  Xo;  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  talked  with  anyone  except  Mr.  Sherman  until  the 
morning  of  the  day — I  won't  say  the  morning — somewhere  around 
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noon,  or  after  the  House  came  in  or  before.  I  showed  it  to  Captain 
Hobson  before  the  House  came  in. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  about  this  particular  resolution,  but  the  subject 
of  any  resolution? — A.  No;  T  do  not  recall  showing  it  to  anyone 
except  ilr.  Sherman. 

Q.  Did  you  give  your  secretary,  ifr.  Webster,  any  directions  to 
talk  with  any  person  about  it  ? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

A.  Of  course,  you  do  not  know  whether  he  did  talk  or  not  ? — A.  I 
think  he  testified  yesterday  that  some  newspaper  man  had  a  copy, 
but  never  by  any  authority  from  me;  but  I  guess  that  was  after 
the  resolution  had  been  introduced. 

Q.  Did  you  say  to  any  member  of  the  Naval  Committee  about  the 
time — I  do  not  remember  the  date — about  the  time  the  action  was 
taken  in  the  committee  on  submarines,  on  that  portion  of  the  naval 
bill,  did  you  say  to  any  member  of  the  Naval  Committee  that  you 
would  call  for  an  investigation? — A.  T  do  not  recall  having  said  so; 
still  I  may  have :  I  do  not  recall  it.  Things  were  a  little  heated  that 
morning.  I  would  not  attempt  to  say  all  that  was  said  there,  while 
I  do  not  recall  having  said  those  words. 

Q.  Did  you  say  anything  about  introducing  a  resolution? — A.  I 
<1<)  not  recall  having  said  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Or  anything  about  having  the  matter  investigated? — A.  I  do 
not  recall,  but  I  w^ould  not  say  that  I  did  not.  I  do  not  recall  having 
made  any  such  statement. 

Q.  Di(i  you  say  that  unless  there  was  open  competition  provided 
for  anything  of  that  kind  would  occur  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  making 
any  statement  of  that  kind.  I  talked  about  open  competition,  always 
have,  not  only  in  submarines,  but  in  everything  else. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  recall  whether,  in  the  heated  condition  of  affairs 
about  that"  time  in  the  Naval  Committee,  you  did  say  that  unless  open 
competition  was  provided  in  the  naval  bill  you  would  feel  that  you 
ought  to  cause  an  investigation  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having  had  any 
such  conversation  with  anyone:  still,  I  would  not  swear  positively 
that  I  may  not  have  said  something  that  might  be  construed  into  that, 
but  I  have  no  recollection  of  speaking  of  the  investigation.  I  know 
that  open  competition  was  talked  of  a  great  deal,  but  so  far  as  that 
was  concerned,  whether  it  would  be  open  competition  or  saying  I  had 
not  expected  to  vote  for  any  such  number  of  submarines,  would  not 
have,  and  voted  against  the  whole  of  them  in  the  House  yesterday, 
even  with  open  competition 

Q.  Against  any  submarines? — A.  I  voted  against  any  submarines. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  on  subsurface  boats? — A.  In  the  committee 
I  voted  to  leave  with  the  Department  the  opportunity  to  buy  one  if 
they  thought  it  was  wise;  to  buy  one  provided  these  people  built 
and  it  csime  up  to  the  requirements  that  they  claimed  for  it. 

Q.  You  voted  for  Mr.  Hobson 's  proposition  appropriating  $445,000 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  one  destroyer  or  torpedo  boat  of  the 
type  known  as  subsurface,  semi  submerged,  or  the  like,  the  ess(»ntial 
feature  of  which  is  to  have  during  its  operation  some  portion  of  its 
hull  or  superstructure  always  on  or  above  the  surface,  such  vessel  to 
cost  not  to  exceed  $400,000,  and  one  small  vessel  to  cost  not  to  ex(?eed 
?22,500 — ^two  small  boats? — A.  I  do  not  think  that  I  voted  for  more 
than  one  of  them. 
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Q.  You  are  right.  The  motion  was  divided  so  that  the  $400,000 
boat  proposition  was  voterf  for  by  itself. — A.  That  does  not  direct 
the  Secretary  to  buy  it,  does  it? 

Q.  I  will  read  from  the  minutes  of  that  meeting: 

The  following  motiou  was  made  by  Mr.  Hobson : 

"  The  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy  Is  hereby  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  con- 
tract for  or  purchase  one  destroyer  or  torpedo  boat  of  the  type  known  as  sub- 
surface, semisubnierjjed  (or  the  like),  the  esHontial  feature  of  which  is  to  hare 
during  its  oi)eration  some  ix)rtion  of  the  hull  or  suiierstructure  always  on  or 
above  the  surface,  such  vessel  to'  cost  not  to  exceed  $400,000,  and  to  hare  a 
speed  not  less  than  22  knots;  also  for  two  small  vessels  of  like  type  having  a 
speed  of  not  more  than  16  knots  and  to  cost  not  to  exceed  $22,500  each  -.Provided, 
That  before  any  vessel  of  the  tyi>e  provided  for  in  this  paragraph  shall  be  pur- 
chased or  contracted  for  a  vessel  of  such  type  shall  have  been  constructed  com- 
plete and  of  full  size  for  naval  warfare  and  submitted  to  the  Navy  Deimrtment 
for  such  trial  and  tests  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may,  in  his  discretion. 
pre8crll)e,  and  a.«  the  result  of  such  tests,  be  demonstrated  to  have  fulfilled  all 
the  reasonable  retiulremiMits  of  naval  warfare  for  a  vessel  of  its  class,  and  for 
these  vessels  the  sum  of  $445,<)00  is  hereby  appropriated  to  be  available  until 
ezpendeil.'* 

The  motiou  was  carried  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hobson  be  divided  so  that  a 
vote  be  taken  on  the  one  larjre  vessol  alone  and  the  two  smaller  vessels  com- 
bined, but  separate  from  the  larger  vessel.  The  vote  on  the  larger  vessel  men- 
tioued  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hobson  was  recorded  as  follows : 

In  the  affirmative:  Messrs.  I. oudej singer.  Butler,  Mudd.  Bates,  Lllley,  Daw- 
son, Hobson — 7. 

In  the  negative :  Messrs.  Foss.  Rol>erts.  Thomas.  Padgett,  Gregg,  I^niar— <J. 

The  motion  was  recorded  as  carried. 

The  vote  on  the  two  smaller  vessels  mentioned  lu  the  motion  by  Mr.  Hobsou 
was  recorded  as  follows : 

In  the  affirmative:  Messrs.  Foss.  Loudenslager,  Butler,  Mudd,  Roberts, 
Thomas,  Dawson.  Padgett,  Gregg,  Lamar,  Hobson — 11. 

In  the  negative :  None. 

Present  and  not  voting:  Messrs.  Bates,  Lilley — 2. 

Q.  That  corresponds  with  yonr  recollection.  You  then  voted,  ]Mr. 
Lilley,  for  the  $400,0(X)  boat,  but  did  not  vote  for  the  two  small  boat?. 
$22,500. — A.  I  voted  to  give  the  Secretary  discretionary  poviers  if  it 
fulfilled  all  the  things  they  claimed. 

Q.  You  voted  for  the  motiou  for  competition? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  that  provide  for  any  open  competition? — A.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  other  corporation  building  what  is  known  as  a  subsurface 
boat.     That  does  not  shut  out  competition,  as  I  understand  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  ditTerence  in  cost  between  a  subsurface  boat 
and  a  submarine  boat? — A.  No:  I  do  not. 

Q.  Then  you  voted  for  that  to  cost  not  over  $400,000  for  one  boat 
without  having  a  knowledge  as  to  what  would  be  a  fair  price  for  the 
boat? — A.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  what  submarine  boats  cost. 

Q.  The  vote  was  7  to  6,  and  that  proposition  was  carried  by  your 
vote — at  least  it  would  not  have  been  carried  without  it.  Of  course 
that  is  a  mathematical  fact  that  does  not  require  an  answer.  Now, 
had  there  been  any  previous  conversation,  conference,  or  agreement 
between  yourself  ana  any  other  member  of  the  committee  by  which 
you  had  promised  to  vote  for  that  proposition  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  it  been  discussed  between  yourself  and  any  other  member 
of  the  Naval  Committee^ — A.  No,  sir;  except  as  it  was  discussed  in 
open  meeting. 

Q.  There  is  one  other  matter  T  would  like  to  ask  you  about  at  this 
point  I  bad  really  forgotten — I  do  not  think  we  asked  you  about  it 
or  knew  about  it  when  vou  were  on  the  stand  the  first  time — and 
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that  is  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Loud  about  Mr.  Gordon  or  Mr. 
Loud's  conversation  with  you.  It  has  appeared  here  in  the  testi- 
mony since  you  were  first  on  the  stand;  I  think  Mr.  Loud  himself 
testified  to  some  conversation  between  you  and  himself  on  some  for- 
eign trip.  Were  you  and  Mr.  Loud  together  on  some  trip  to  Hawaii 
or  somewhere  ? — A.  No ;  we  were  on  the  Dolphin  on  an  investigation 
of  yards  and  docks  last  summer. 

Q.  What  conversation  occurred  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Loud  at 
that  time  ?     Did  you  hear  Mr.  Loud's  testimony  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Or  have  you  read  it — ^you  heard  it? — A.  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Is  that  substantially  correct? — ^A.  Substantially  correct. 

Q.  Now,  to  whom  had  you  told  the  substance  of  that  conversa- 
tion— ^I  mean  before  the  introduction  of  your  resolutions? — A.  I 
could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  you  remember,  then,  the  telling  of  it  to  anyone? — ^A.  I  do 
not  recall  the  particular  person ;  I  may  have  told  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Edinborough  testified  that  he  had  learned  from  Mr.  Loud 
of  his  annoyance  at  the  employment  of  Mr.  Gordon,  who  lived  in 
his  district,  and  Mr.  Edinborough  testified  that  he  had  told  no  per- 
son of  it.  Mr.  Loud  said  he  had  told  no  person  except  yourself,  and 
I  merely  wish  to  inquire  whether  you  remember  having  told  anyone 
before  the  introduction  of  your  resolution? — A.  I  do  not  think  Mr. 
Loud  testified  that  he  had  not  told  anyone.  Well,  I  am  not  responsi- 
ble for  Mr.  Loud's  memory. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  from  your  own  memory  you  have  not 
told  any  other  person  before  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  be- 
fore February  20,  1908  ? — A.  I  could  not  give  the  name  of  the  per- 
son or  state  positively  whether  I  had  or  not.    I  may  have. 

Q.  Could  you  recall  whether  you  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Webster? — 
A.  Well,  I  do  not  recall  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Webster,  I  think 
not,  nor  with  any  other  of  my  employees.  I  never  talk  these  matters 
over  with  my  employees,  either  here  or  at  home. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  unnatural,  perhaps,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
you  had  directed  him  to  prepare  the  resolution  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
I  had  any  conversation  wnatever  with  Mr.  Webster  except  to  get  me 
up  such  a  resolution.  I  heard  him  testify  yesterday  that  I  told  the 
Taylor  incident  to  him  up  home,  and  of  course  did,  but  I  do  not  recall 
it   I  do  not  recall  the  occasion. 

Q.  That  is  one  thing  that  led  me  to  think  that  perhaps  you  had 
talked  to  him  about  the  Loud  matter  also. — A.  I  do  not  recall  it  that 
I  did ;  it  is  not  impossible,  by  any  means. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  Mr.  Neff  about  it?— A.  No.  I  did  not  talk 
to  Mr.  NeflT  anything  about  the  resolution  until  after  it  was  intro- 
duced, anything  except  the  motion  and  the  bill  that  I  stated. 

Q-  You  might  incidentally  have  mentioned  to  him  the  Loud  matter 
without  saying  anything  about  the  resolution? — A.  I  have  never 
spoken  to  anyone  in  any  wise  connected  with  any  boat  company  about 
what  was  in  my  mind  or  what  I  knew  as  to  those  charges  until  after 
the  resolution  was  introduced^  not  at  any  time. 

The  Chairman.  I  understood,  Mr.  Lifley,  that  you  preferred  not  to 
go  on  any  further  than  necessary  to-day.  it  is  immaterial  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  the  committee  wishes  to  get  on  some  other  witnesses  now, 
and  you  can  be  excused  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
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The  Witness.  I  got  up  feeling  pretty  badly  this  morning.  I  think 
I  caught  cold  in  the  severe  draft  yesterdaj,  and  I  have  a  pretty  severe 
headache.  I  would  go  on,  if  the  comnuttee  would  like  to  have  me. 
I  am  feeling  somewhat  better  now. 

The  Chaibman.  The  committee  wishes  to  call  some  other  witnesses 
now  who  wish  to  go  out  of  the  city. 

The  Witness.  1  promised  to  let  you  have  some  things.  I  have  here 
a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  dated  April  8,  1908,  to 
Hon.  George  L.  Lilley,  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Dear  Sib:  In  response  to  your  verbnl  inquiry  of  the  6th  instant,  as  to  whether 
or  not  any  patent  has  been  granted  to  Charles  P.  Nelson  for  a  nonfogging  opti- 
cal instrument,  I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  I  have  had  a  search  made 
covering  the  i3erlod  since  January  1,  18MS,  and  that  no  patent  has  been  issned 
to  the  said  Nelson  during  that  time,  more  than  ten  years. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Edward  B.  Moore,  Commiiisioner. 

I  have  here  a  document :  "  State  of  Connecticut,  county  of  Xew 
Haven,  April  4,  1908,  Charles  M.  Hobson,  of  the  city  of  New 
Haven  " 

The  Chairman.  There  are  affidavits  in  reference  to  some  testimony. 
If  you  will  just  submit  them  to  the  committee,  if  it  is  something  that 
can  be  substantiated  by  oral  evidence,  we  will  call  the  witnesses. 

The  Witness.  I  would  like  to  have  them  either  put  in  the  hearings 
or  the  parties  making  them  summoned. 

The  Chairman.  Any  suggestions  as  to  testimony  to  be  brought  be- 
fore this  committee  in  a  proper  way  the  committee  will  be  glad  to 
consider. 

The  Witness.  Of  course  I  desire  to  have  them  summoned  or  put 
into  the  public  record.  Here  is  one  relating  to  the  Butler  matter, 
which  is  a  matter  of  record  in  the  courts  here.  I  would  like  to  have 
the  clerk  of  the  court  testif\'^  that  that  is  a  correct  copv,  and  I  have 
a  letter  here  addressed  to  the  chairman  saying  I  wouli  like  to  have 
Admiral  Bowles  summoned  in  connection  with  the  Army  and  Xavy 
Departments,  and  so  on,  and  also  John  P.  Holland;  and  I  have  here 
some  letters  which  I  will  alsa  lay  before  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Olms'tod: 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Holland,  does  his  testimony  have 
any  relation  to  ithe  i^resent  Congress? — 'A.  Mr.  Holland  has  written 
me  two  or  three  letters. 

Q.  Will  they  disclose  what  would  probably  be  the  subject-matter 
of  his  testimony? — A.  And  I  have  noticed  an  article  of  interviews 
with  him  in  the  papers,  saying  he  could  throw  a  good  deal  of  light 
on  this  subject  if  he  were  to  be  summoned  by  this  committee.  Prob- 
ably you  have  seen  the  same. 

0.  I  have  not  seen  it. — A.  I  think  it  was  in  the  New  York  Herald; 
I  am  not  sure.     Some  of  these  letters  are  of  a  confidential  nature. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  consider  them  also — the  let- 
ters and  affidavits  and  whatever  competent  testimony  they  disclose 
will  be  considered  by  the  committee. 

The  Witness.  And  if  these  affidavits  are  not  published,  or  the  ones 
making  them  are  not  summoned,  they  will  be  returned  to  me  before 
the  report  is  made? 
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The  Chairman.  Yes;  all  the  original  documents  will  be  returned 
to  you.    That  will  do  for  the  present. 

Among  the  charges  submitted  to  this  committee  for  investigation 
one  of  the  most  serious  is  the  charge  that  corrupt  means  have  been 
used  to  secure  the  defeat  or  nomination  or  the  election  of  Members 
of  the  present  Congress.  Such  a  charge  gravely  reflects  upon  the 
rliaracter  and  integrity  of  the  House  and  deserves  the  most  exhaustive 
examination  of  this  committee.  The  only  case  of  the  kind  which  this 
te<Jtimony  has  disclosed  is  the  cowardly  attempt  that  has  been  made 
partly  through  anonvmous  communication  to  blacken  the  character 
:ind  defeat  the  nomination  and  ruin  the  career  of  Representative 
lioud,  of  Michigan.  As  no  one  had  the  courage  to  admit  the  author- 
ship of  these  dastardly  communications,  or  even  the  decency  to  anony- 
mously communicate  to  this  committee  any  information  that  would 
lead  to  the  discovery  of  this  gross  offense,  this  committee  feels  that  the 
burden  has  been  laid  upon  it  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  authorship 
of  these  communications  so  intended  to  blacken  the  character  and  de- 
feat the  nomination  and  ruin  the  career  of  one  of  the  Members  of  the 
House.  We  therefore  called  upon  the  proper  Department  of  the 
(lovernment  for  recommendations  as  to  the  leading  experts  of  the 
"oiuitry,  or  of  the  world,  to  testify  as  to  the  authorship  of  these  anony- 
mous communications.  Upon  their  recommendation  to  Doctor  Car- 
velho.  the  expert,  there  was  submitted  everything  which  ]\ad  come 
In^fore  this  committee  for  his  examination  and  report,  and  upon  his 
]»reliminary  report  we  asked  him  to  submit  it,  the  matter  which  he 
Iijid.  to  two  other  leading  experts  of  the  country,  which  he  says  that 
he  has  done.  The  committee  will  therefore  call  these  experts  simply 
to  bring  before  the  connnittee  the  facts  which  they  have  discovered 
in  reference  to  these  infamous  anonymous  letters.  I  will  call  Mr. 
David  X.  Carvalho.     Will  you  take  the  stand? 

TESTIMONY  OF  DAVID  N.  CARVALHO. 

David  X.  Carvalho,  on  first  being  sw'oni,  upon  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  New  York  City. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? — A.  Examiner  of  questioned  hand- 
writing, inks,  paper,  and  typewriting. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  following  that  profession? — A.  Cov- 
ering a  period  of  thirty-five  years. 

Q.  State  whether  you  are  now  or  have  been  recentlv  doing  any 
expert  work  of  that  character  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  its  branches. — A.  Yes,  sirj  I  have  been  frequently 
called,  and  within  the  past  year  I  gave  service  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  in  a  criminal  case  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Q.  What  case? — ^A.  The  Holmes  case. 

Q.  Did  you  testify  in  the  somewhat  celebrated  case .  of  Oberlin 
Carter?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  On  behalf  of  the  Government? — ^A.  For  the  Government. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  been  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ? — A.  Not  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  but  I  have 
been  employed  by  Mr.  Manning,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Mr.  Laniont,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Q.  Were  you  the  expert  who  was  called  in  on  the  occasion  of  the 
receipt  by  a  high  Government  official  of  an  anonymous  communica- 
tion f — ^A.  Do  you  mean  during  the  incumbency  of  President  Cleve- 
land? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  your  testimony  at  that  time  agree  with  the  Treasury  ex- 
perts}— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  developed  the  writer  of  the  anonymous  letters? — ^A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  him? — ^A.  He  was  dismissed.  He  was  an 
employee  in  one  of  the  Departments. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  tne  identity  from  a  consideration  of 

A.  From  everybody's  handwriting  employed  in  the  office.  I  think 
there  was  some  sixty  handwritings. 

Q.  Did  he  or  did  he  not  admit  finally  the  truth  of  your  findincs? — 
A.  I  can  not  say  that,  sir.  I  know  that  the  President,  Mr.  Cleveland, 
was  thoroughly  satisfied  about  the  matter,  also  Mr.  Manning,  and 
the  young  lady,  who  had  been  charged  with  having  written  the  com- 
munications, was  restored  to  her  position  and  subsequently  put  in  a 
better  one,  as  a  sort  of  recompense  for  the  false  charge. 

Q.  Just  mention  some  of  tne  cases  in  which  you  were  concerned. — 
A.  I  testified  in  this  city  in  what  is  known  a^  the  Holt  will  case.  Mr. 
Holt  was  Judge- Advocate  during  the  Presidency  of  (yeiieral  Grant, 
and  his  will,  purported  to  be  witnessed  by  Gteneral  Grant  himself  and 
by  William  T.  Sherman  and  by  Mrs.  William  T.  Sherman.  It  pur- 
ported to  liave  been  signed  by  Judge- Advocate  Holt,  and  I  had  de- 
clared the  signature  to  be  a  torgery,  and  the  signatures  as  witnesses 
also  of  General  Grant  and  General  Sherman  and  his  wife,  and  that 
was  the  decision  of  the  jurj',  that  the  will  was  a  forgery. 

I  have  testified  in  open  court  more  than  a  thousand  times,  all  over 
the  country;  for  thirty  years  last  past  I  have  been  employed  con- 
stantly as  the  office  expert  in  the  office  of  the  district  attorney  for  the 
county  of  New  York.  I  have  had  occasion  to  testify  in  a  number  of 
homicide  cases,  will  cases,  and  most  of  the  large  cases  that  have  come 
up  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Q.  What  important  cases? — A.  I  testified  in  the  Monroe  will  case, 
the  Myra  Clark  Gaines  will  case  in  Louisiana;  the  Gordon  will  case 
in  New  Jersey;  the  Demsey  will  case  in  New  Jersey;  the  Davis  will 
case  in  Montana ;  the  Churchill  will  case,  the  Stephens  will  case,  the 
Schneider  will  case,  the  HojTie  will  case,  the  lighe  will  case,  the 
Jacob  Z.  Davis  will  case  of  California;  th^  Conway  will  case,  the 
MuUer  will  cast*  in  New  Jersey;  the  Albinger  will  case,  the  Halscy 
will  case,  the  William  T.  Rice  will  case,  the  Fairweatlier  will  case, 
the  Wilson  will  case,  the  I^ewis  will  case,  the  Messchert  will  case, 
both  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  which  was  substantially  a  will 
casi*.;  the  Fuller  will  case,  the  Crawford  will  case,  lately  decided 
in  Scrantcm,  Pa.;  the  Dimon  will  case,  the  case  of  Angus  v.  Craven, 
of  California,  ir*  which  was  developed  the  Fair  will  case  of  Ex-Sena- 
tor Fair;  the  Miser  Paine  will  case,  the  Isbell  will  case,  the  Hopkins 
will  case,  the  Russell  will  case. 

Among  some  of  the  homicide  cases,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts V,  Trefethen,  for  murder ;  the  State  of  New  York  v,  Dough- 
erty, for  murder;  the  State  of  New  York  r.  Caesar,  murder:  the 
People  'i\  Patrick ;  the  People  v.  Molineaux ;  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts i\  Tucker;  the  Cornish-Pearce  case  in  Maine,  which  was  a 


HBABINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOIiUTION   288.  1371* 

typewriting  case  strictly ;  the  Lawless-Fleming  ca^^,  the  Bhelan  Press 
Publishing  Company  case;  the  Kerr-Southwick  case;  the  Thorless- 
Xernst  case,  that  was  a  patent  case. 

Q.  I  think  that  is  enough.  You  mentioned  a  case  in  Scran  ton, 
Pa.— A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  that  case? — A.  The  case  of  Mr.  Crawford;  a  will 
purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  him,  typwritten  (which  was  made 
from  a  ruober  stamp),  both  the  will  and  tne  codicil.  That  was  first 
tried  in  the  surrogate's  court,  and  decided  that  the  will  was  a  forgery, 
a.nd  carried  up  to  the  higher  court  of  Pennsylvania,  who  said  it  was 
a  case  for  a  jury  to  decide.  It  was  tried  in  January  of  this  y^ar  at 
Scranton  before  a  jury,  which  decided  it.  was  a  forgery,  and  within 
the  past  two  weeks  the  man  who  had  propounded  uie  bill  and  who 
was  a  beneficiary,  the  largest  beneficiary  under  it,  both  himself  and 
the  two  witnesses  confessed,  after  being  indicted,  that  they  had  Hot 
witnessed  it,  and  the  man  that  it  was  a  forger}%  and  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  ten  years  and  the  two  witnesses  to  five  years  apiece. 

Q.  That  was  a  forgery? — A.  That  was  a  forgery  of  nis  signature, 
but  with  a  rubber  stamp,  and  the  two  rubber  imprints  duplicated 
each  other,  and  done  very  nicely,  so  as  to  give  the  idea  that  it  was 
the  genuine  signature. 

Q.  Was  it  a  typewritten  will  ? — A.  It  was  typewritten,  and  also  the 
axlicil. 

Q.  You  say  the  signature  was  with  a  rubber  stamp? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  from  a  number  of  typewritten  papers  which  ones 
were  written  on  the  same  machine? — A.  Yes;  if  I  am  given  time 
enough. 

Q.  You  appeared  before  this  committee  in  executive  sessicm, 
when?— A.  The  7th  of  this  month. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  these  papers  were  submitted  (o 
you.    I  hand  you  a  paper  reading  as  follows : 

Thr  \cif  Wiilard,  WoMhington. 
Kor  Mr.  Cabmic  iiael: 

A  roiijrrossuian  does  iiot  want  to  net  what  happeneil  tt)  Lessler,  but  here  is 
is  a  hip  Btory  tip  for  what  it  is  worth. 

"The  snbuiarino  people  broii;;ht  out  a  ramildate — a  prominent  lawyer — 
a«iii:st  Ix^tid.    He  withdrew  uixm  ap'eenuMit  of  I.nnd  to  vote  for  submarines." 

Frjink  Edinboronjrh — a  Michigan  senator — former  st^orotary  to  Ix)nd,  knows 
•Iptailft. 

I  hand  also  to  you  an  envelope  in  which  that  was  received  purport- 
ing to  be  addressed :  "  Detroit  P'ree  Press,  Washington.  D.  C.,''  post- 
marked, "  Washington,  February  12,  8  p.  m.,  1908."  and  it  appears 
to  have  on  an  envelope  the  name  "  The  jsew  Willard,  Washington," 
on  the  reverse  side.  It  also  has  upon  the  reverse  side  the  postmark, 
"Washington,  I>.  C,  Feb.  12,  8  p.  m./'  this  being  a  paper  which  was 
heretofore  produced  and  testified  to  by  Mr.  Carnuchael  and  appears 
at  page  7()0  in  our  record.  State  whether  that  paper  was  submitted 
to  you  by  this  committee? — A.  That  paper  was  j)laced  in  my  hands 
by  the  chairman  of  this  committee  on  the  7th  of  April,  this  year. 

Q.  I  hand  you  also  a  typewritten  letter  on  a  blank  of  the  Postal 
Telegraph  Commercial  Cable  System,  reading  as  follows: 

Loud  voteil  for  this  $1,476.21)6.(50  tn'ixtt  In  the  Naval  rnnnnittee.  There  is  a 
*torj  in  cireulatlon  that  the  Holland  people  ^o\  a  prominent  attorney  to  bwome 
a  candidate  against  Loud  last  time — that  Loud  finally  agreed  to  vote  f(»r  the 
submarines  upon  deal  that  the  attorney  withdraw,  the  attorney  withdrew. 
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Subscribe  for  New  York  Herald  aud  Washington  Post. 
Ix>ud  can  be  defeated  on  this  proposition  alone  by  you. 
Watch  Congi-essloual  Record. 
Have  your  local  papers  play  up  proposition. 

Have  th.eui  write  Loud  for  explanation  and  whether  the  withdrawal  stor>- 
is  true. 

State  whether  that  paper  was  handed  to  you  at  the  same  time. — A. 
It  was. 

Q.  I  will  state  that  this  is  a  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Edinborough 
before  this  committee  and  testified  to  by  him,  printed  on  page  72C  of 
our  record.  Also  the  envelope  in  which  he  testified  to  having  re- 
ceived that  document,  addressed  "  Frank  Edinborough,  Bay  City. 
Mich.,"  postmarked  "  'Washington,  D.  C,  February'  15,  1908/'  and  it 
looks  like  "  9.30  p.  m."  On  the  reverse  side  it  beai-s  the  postmark. 
"  Bay  City,  February  17,  1908,  7  a.  m.,-'  and  also  "  Station  A,  Bav 
City,  Mich.,  February  17,  2  p.  m.,  1908."  Was  that  also  submitted 
to  you? — A.  That  was  shown  to  me  later. 

Q.  State  whether  there  was  at  that  time  submitted  to  you  a  number 
of  typewritten  papers,  and  I  hand  you  this  bundle;  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  were  all  submitted  to  you  or  not,  but  a  good  many  of 
them  were.  State  whether  you  find  any  in  there  that  were  submitted 
to  you. — A.  Can  I  state  the  circumstances  about  my  picking  them 
out. 

Q.  Yes. — A.  A  gi-eat  mass  of  typewritten  matter  was  submitted  to 
me  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  I  could  identify  the  New  Willard 
letter  and  the  typewriting  on  the  telegraph  blank.  Ajid  after  a  con- 
siderable time  1  selected  out  four  of  what  appeared  to  be  four  com- 
plete documents,  which  I  have  marked  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  '^  C  3 ''  and 
"  C  4."  Some  oi  these  documents  are  sigjied  in  lead  pencil,  "  George 
L.  Lilley."  And  on  these  I  gave  a  tentative  report,  and  said  in  order 
to  ascertain  to  my  satisfaction  whether  or  not  the^  corresponded  and 
coincided  with  the  two  anonj^mous  communications,  as  I  will  call 
them,  because  they  are  unsigned,  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  have 
sufficient  time  and  to  be  able  to  make  photographs,  and  where  I  could 
find  duplicate  words  in  the  miknown  writings  or  in  the  anonymous 
writings,  to  juxtapose  them  with  like  words  in  the  typewriting  which 
I  had  marked  "  C  1  "  to  '*  C  4,"  inclusive.  And  I  was  told  tliat  I  could 
proceed  to  do  so,  and  also  cautioned  to  be  particularly  careful  before 
formulating  an  opinion,  and  to  treat  this  matter  just  the  same  as  if 
the  liberty  or  life  of  an  individual  was  at  stake.  And  while  I  want 
to  say  that  I  am  always  careful,  I  did  exercise  extra  caution.    I  had 

})hotographed  Exhibits  1  to  4,  inclusive,  numbering  them  first  line  by 
ine,  and  making  256  lines  of  typewriting  that  I  employed  in  my  com- 
parisons. The  photographs  were  made  of  each  page,  with  the  num- 
bers, and  with  the  letter  ''  C  "  mark  to  each,  and  I  have  prepared  a 
chart  enlarged  by  photography  where  I  have  juxtaposed  words  as 
found  in  one  and  as  found  in  the  other  paper  for  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing quick  attention  to  the  idiosyncrasies  and  peculiarities  and  other 
characteristics  that  pertain,  as  I  claim,  to  both  the  anonymous  and 
the  known  writings.  And  in  line  with  that,  if  I  may  be  permitted. 
I  will  submit  the  nine  negatives  from  this  box,  if  you  wish  to  have  it 
marked  as  an  exhibit,  which  are  photographic  negatives  of  various 
pages  of  what  I  have  called  '^Exhibits  C  1  to  C  4,"  inclusive,  and  also 
the  photographic  negatives  of  the  two  anonymous  communications. 
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which  are  all  made  as  nearly  of  the  size,  I  should  say  facsimile  size, 
as  possible.  They  are  contained  in  this  box  which  I  present  to  the 
coomiittee. 

Q.  You  have  not  as  yet  submitted  those  negatives  to  the  committee, 
liave  you  ? — A.  They  have  been  shown  in  part  to  the  committee, 
Q.  This  is  the  fii'st  time  you  have  pnxiuced  them?^A.  Yes,  .sir. 
Q.  We  do  not  care  to  look  at  them  just  now. — A.  They  have  been 
in  the  custody  of  the  committee  for  some  little  time.    I  have  in  my 
hand  contact  photographic  prints  made  from  the  negatives. 

Q.  You  say  these  negatives  have  been  in  the  custody  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  never  saw  theift. — A.  They  have  been  in  the  custody  of  tlie 
committee  since  last  week. 
Q.  They  have  been  stored  here? — A.  Yes;  in  room  Hi). 
Q.  Sent  by  expreas? — A.  They  came  by  Adams  Express,  and  I  be- 
heve  were  received  in  the  presence  of  the  chairman  or  by  his  clerk.  I 
found  them  there.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  set  of  photographic  contact 
prints  made  from  the  said  negatives,  ''CI"  to  "  C  4.'^ 

Q.  Are  these  enlargements  of  the  pages? — A.  No;  these  are  fac- 
similes, substantial  facsimiles,  of  the  typewritten  matter  contained  in 
ihis  package;  and  I  also  hand  you  photographic  contact  prints  made 
from  the  two  negatives,  respectively,  being  tlie  anonymous  conununi- 
cation  on  the  New  Willard  blank  and  the  anonymous  communication 
on  the  Postal  Telegraph  blank. 

My  purpose  in  preparing  those  was  to  be  able  to  cut  out  and  juxta- 
pose lite  words  and  letters  as  far  as  possible,  and  what  I  am  present- 
ing now  is  a  chart  which  I  prepared  where  the  asterisk  appears  with 
a  number  following  it.  calling  attention  to  the  lines  in  numerical 
order  on  the  anonymous  communication  of  the  New  Willard  Hotel 
blank.  And  where  the  other  numbers  appear,  for  instance,  ''  2/10,'' 
alongside  of  a  word  that  always  means  ''  C  2,"  tenth  line,  or  where  it 
says  "4/19,"  that  means  '' C  4"  and  the  nineteenth  line.  Calling 
attention  where  that  word  appears  which  has  been  cut  out  of  that 
chart,  that  is  46  reasons  to  support — or  46  exemplars  of  the  typewrit- 
ing either  in  words  or  bits  or  words,  which  I  find  in  the  anonymous 
communication  on  the  New  Willard  blank,  are  contained  on  the  chart. 
Now,  from  that  chart  a  photographic  enlargement  has  been  made, 
enlarged  about  fifty-six  one-hundredths. 

Q.  Kight  here,  let  me  interrupt  you,  so  that  we  may  understand 
this  chart.  What  does  that  star  indicate? — A.  That  is  what  I  call 
an  asterisk*  and  it  calls  attention,  where  you  have  your  pencil,  to 
line  8  of  the  Willard  Hotel  blank,  or  anonymous  letter. 

Q.  Does  the  asterisk  mean  the  Willard  Hotel  blank? — A.  Wher- 
ever you  find  that,  it  pertains  to  the  hotel  blank. 

Q.'What  mark  indicates  the  anonymous  letter  on  the  telegraph 
blank — A.  There  is  nothing  on  here  referring  to  the  telegram 
whatever. 

Q.  .Where  I  find  the  word  "  submarine  "  I  find  it  here  8  times. — 
A.  Those  are  all  the  words  "  submarine  "  that  appear  in  the  256 
lines  that  I  used  for  the  purpose  of  comparison.     I  took  them  all. 

Q.  And  this  is  to  show  a  similarity  of  the  words? — A.  In  order 
to  show  the  similarity  as  between  the  word  where  it  reads  "  the  sub- 
marinepeople  brought  out  a." 

Q,  Wnere  does  that  line  occur  "  the  submarine  people  brought  out 
a?" — ^A.  [Witness  designates  on  chart.] 
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Q.  That  is  the  New  Willard  anonymous  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  in  the  other,  "  the  submarine  "  and  "  submarine  p^ple  " 
are  taken  from  other  papers? — ^A.  No,  sir;  the  words  "'submarine 
people,"  of  line  5.  ''  the  submarine  people  brought  out  a/'  line  5  of 
the  New  Willard  anonymous  communication,  and  on  line  8  of  the 
same  communication  to  reads  "  Loud  to  vote  for  submarine,"  so  that 
the  word  occurs  twice. 

Q.  T\Tiere  do  these  other  "  submarines  "  come  from  ? — A.  They  are 
taken,  respectively,  from  "  C  4,"  line  35:  ''  C  3/'  line  53;  ^'  C  3,'^  line 
4:  "C  2,^'  line  15:  "C  1,"  line  16;  ''C  h''  line  34;  and  "C  L" 
line  12. 

Q.  Then,  these  words  "  submarine  "  and  '^  submarine  people  "  are 
taken  from  different  papers,  as  here  indicated? — A.  Wherever  they 
exist  in  the  'J56  lines,  they  have  been  cut  out  and  pasted  on  there. 

Q.  These  ink  figures  indicate  where  they  may  be  found  in  these 
respective  documents? — A.  That  is  correct  Now,  from  that  chart, 
as  made  by  nie,a  negative  was  made,  which  I  will  now  show  to  the 
committee,  because  they  have  not  seen  it. 

Q.  Is  that  a  negative  from. which  this  chart  was  made? — A.  It 
is  a  negative  made  from  this  chart  directly. 

Q.  What  was  the  chart  made  from  ? — A.  The  chart  is  made  up  of 
pieces  that  have  btM»n  cut  out. 

Q.  These  strips  on  here  with  the  words  on  are  cut  out  from  the 
original  documents?— A.  No,  sir;  from  photographs  of  the  original 
documents,  of  which  I  have  presented  your  committee  a  set.  Xow. 
from  that  negative  is  made  this  contact  print,  which  I  produce,  of 
the  chart,  sli^tly  enlarged. 

Q.  You  speak  of  contact  prints,  etc.  Don't  you  think  it  would  be 
better  if  you  had  on  the  papers  a  description,  so  that  we  can  at  once 
tell  without  stopping  to  read  your  testmiony  through.  We  under- 
stand now  what  it  is.  You  can  do  that  at  your  leisure. — A.  That 
negative  I  will  put  in  the  box  with  the  other  negatives,  making  ten 
in  all. 

Also  I  have  prepared  another  chart,  >vhere  I  have  cut  out  from  the 
photographic  reproductions  of  the  anonj^mous  communication  on  the 
telegraph  blank,  the  several  lines,  being  ten  in  all,  and  which  I  have 
pasted  at  the  same  distan(»e  apart  for  the  purpose  of  being  able  to 
juxtapose  like  words  or  parts  of  words  not  only  of  those  to  be  found 
m  the  exhibits  "  C  1 ''  to  **  C  4."  inclusive.  Which  are  the  known 
specimens  of  typewriting,  but  also  duplicate  words  or  like  words 
which  are  to  be  found  comcidentally  in  the  New  Willard  anonMiious 
communication,  as  well  as  in  the  one  written  on  the  telegraph  blank, 
so  that  where  a  full  line  appears  as  cut  out  of  the  telegraph  blank, 
where  above  that  line  appears  a  word,  it  is  taken  from  the  New  Wil- 
lard anonymous  blank.  Wiere  the  word  or  words  appear  below  the 
cut  out  line,  and  with  the  numbers  underneath  indicating  that  tliey 
were  taken  from  some  portion  of  the  exhibits  "  C  1  "  to  "  C  4.''  in- 
clusive, and  that  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  formulating  an  opinion, 
i'f  it  was  proper  to  do  so.  as  to  whether  or  not  that  identity  ran 
through  the  three  several  specimens  of  typewriting,  namely,  the  type- 
writing appearing  on  the  New  Willard  blank,  the  typewriting  appear- 
ing on  the  telegraph  blank,  and  the  typewriting  appearing  in  the  256 
lines  included  in  exhibits  "  C  1  "  to  "  C  4.''  inclusive,  and  that,  as 
far  as  could  be  done,  has  been  prepared  on  this  chart.     That,  how- 
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ever,  has  not  been  photographed,  because  I  did  not  think  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary,  lor  the  same  duplicate  words  are  to  be  found  in  the 
laree  diart  to  which  attention  has  already  been  addressed. 

Q.  The  chart  which  you  hold  in  your  hand  has  not  been  photo- 
graphed f — A.  Xo,  sir.  I  have  here  also  the  photographs  out  of 
which  I  have  cut  the  several  pieces  which  have  been  pasted  on  the 
chart.  If  the  committee  thinks  these  should  go  in,  too,  I  will  put 
them  in,  although  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary,  but  I  brought  them 
along. 

Q.  You  may  preserve  them,  so  that  they  can  be  identified  if  neces- 
sary.— A.  From  very  careful  and  studious  examinations  of  thi*  sev- 
eral exhibits,  which  I  have  enumerated,  I  have  been  able  to  formu- 
late an  opinion. 

Q.  Before  you  express  an  opinion  I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  few 
questions,  if  it  will  not  interrupt  you.  Let  me  first  ask  yoii,  can  you 
?aT  whether  or  not  that  bundle  of  papers  which  was  handed  to  you 
T\as  all  written  on  the  same  machine? — ^A.  The  large  bundle  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand  was  not  all  written  from  one  machme,  but  from  more 
than  one  machine.  But  those  that  I  have  marked,  the  256  lines 
included  in  what  I  have  characterized  as  exhibits  "  C  1  "  to  "  C  4,"  in 
my  opinion,  were  all  done  by  one  and  the  same  machine. 
Q.  There  are  a  good  many  kinds  of  typewriters? — A.  There  are. 
Q.  For  instance,  we  know  of  the  Remington  and  of  the  Under- 
wood, and  how  many  kinds  of  machines  are  there? — A.  There  are  of 
those  that  are  the  most  prominent  in  the  market,  about  six  machines 
recognized  as  standard  machines^  what  I  would  call  standard  nia- 
ihines. 

Q.  And  a  good  many  others  of  other  kinds? — A.  Well,  I  can  not 
answer  that  question. 

Q.  Of  ear-h  one  of  those  six  or  more  makes  of  typewriters  there  are 
thousands  of  machines  made  and  sold  ? — A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  of 
some  of  those  there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  that  have  been  made. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  first,  whether  there  are  any  other  methods  than 
those  which  you  spoke  of  by  which  you  would  attempt  to  state 
whether  or  not  two  or  more  papers  were  written  on  the  same  type- 
writing machines? — A.  Except  by  the  examination,  and  with  such 
an  adjunct  as  photography  to  aasist,  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  way. 
Q.  Do  you  use  magnifying  glasses  or  any  system  of  measure- 
ment?— A.  We  use  magnifying  glasses  as  well.  We  use  whatever 
instruments  in  respect  to  measuring  angles,  in  respect  to  ascertain- 
ing the  alignment,  using  a  straightedge — any  appliance  at  all  that 
frcience  permits — in  being  able  to  study  these  as  to  the  conditions. 

Q.  miat  appliance  does  science  permit? — A.  We  use  the  compass, 
we  use  magni  tying  glasses  to  attain  diameters,  I  have  used  protrac- 
tors for  angles,  1  nave  used  straightedges,  I  have  used  rules  to 
measure,  and  I  have  done  some  of  what  we  call  superimposition — that 
i?  to  say,  placing  one  word  over  the  other  and  holding  it  up.  to  the 
light,  so  as  to  be  able  to  see  if  the  top  of  one  fitted  on  tne  one  under- 
neath, and  whatever  I  thought  was  necessary  to  get  at  the  truth, 
whatever  would  assist  in  any  way. 

Q.  By  the  aid  of  all  the  instruments  you  have  mentioned,  incbiding 
negatives,  photographs,  charts,  and  the  measuring  appliances,  so  you 
claim  that  you  can  tell  from  among  all  these  thousands  of  typewriters 
that  are  sold  of  one  make,  for  instance,  whether  or  not  two  or  more 
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papers  are  written  upon  the  same  identical  machine? — A.  I  ckim 
that,  with  all  the  advanced  workmanship  and  skill  and  desire  of  edu- 
cated workmen  to  produce  of  their  own  make  two  machines  that  will 
imprint  exactly  the  same,  I  contend  that  it  is  impossible.  That  each 
machine  in  and  of  itself,  wlien  it  leaves  tlie  factory  possesses  ceilain 
peculiar  characteristics  to  that  machine,  and  that  machine  alone,  and 
when  that  machine  goes  out  in  general  use,  from  a  thousand  causes, 
more  depailures  from  the  standards,  that  machine  becomes  more  or 
less  injured,  whether  from  use  or  whether  from  something  dropping 
into  it,  and  so  it  begins  to  attain  of  itself  its  own  personalcharacter- 
istics,  more  definite  and  more  certain  than  that  of  a  human  being 
who  writes,  because  his  handwriting  is  affected  by  conditions  and 
environment,  and  physical  and  mental  conditions,  while  in  the  type- 
writer it  is  more  arbitrary — there  is  no  whim  or  caprice  of  the 
writer  that  can  change  the  letter.  All  those  letters  are  supposed 
to  be  set  to  locate  in  specific  places. 

Now,  the  departure  from  tne  ideals  or  the  standard  of  perfect  let- 
ters and  alignment,  in  respect  to  the  perpendicular,  whether  the  let- 
ter will  lean  to  the  left  or  lean  to  the  right,  whether  the  letter  will  set 
on  a  straight  edge  above  or  below  the  line,  whether  in  the  combina- 
tions, which  run  into  the  thousands,  of  the  26  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
in  the  relationship,  in  a  word,  not  only  of  the  first  letter  to  the  second 
letter,  but  the  second  letter  to  the  third  letter,  and  again  the  three  let- 
ters, and  so  on — it  runs  into  the  thousands.  And  my  contention  is  that 
in  going  through  a  mass  of  typewriting  in  comparison  with  an  un- 
known piece  of  typewriting,  my  contention  is  that  if  in  traveling  over 
that  road  one  finds  these  idiosyncrasies,  these  same  departures,  all 
pointing  in  one  direction,  and  not  in  another,  all  leading  one  way. 
that  ipso  facto  only  the  same  machine  could  have  produced  the  same 
imprint,  that  is  my  belief  and  that  is  my  experience.  And  while 
nothing,  per|;iaps,  is  impossible  under  the  sun,  some  things  are  so  im- 
probable that  they  become  impossible.  And  where  I  can  call  atten- 
tion here,  if  the  time  was  given  to  me,  to  hundreds  of  things  which 
pertain  to  this  particular  machine,  my  contention  is  that  no  machine 
combines  all  of  them.  It  may  combine  some  of  them.  For  instance, 
a  thousand  may  combine  an  "  a  "  that  sets  off  the  line :  you  may  find 
the  other  machines  to  have  that,  but  to  find  "  a  "  and  "  b  "  that  sets 
off  the  line  it  would  probably  reduce  it  to  200  machines.  And 
when  you  get  twenty  departures  from  the  standards  of  what  it 
ought  to  be,  you  have  reduced  it  down  to  maybe  two.  And  then 
when  you  go  on  still  further,  one  producing  one  kind  of  phenomena, 
another  producing  another  kind  of  phenomena,  each  its  own,  and  I 
think  it  is  as  certain,  as  possible  as  anything  to  be  certain.  It  is  a 
great  deal  more  certain  than  the  formation  in  respect  to  handwriting, 
which  is  based  more  on  habits,  or  what  I  would  call  the  general 
pictorial  effect,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  writer,  which  are  apt  to 
vary  at  any  time,  as  I  have  said  before,  due  to  the  environment  and 
the  conditions.  I  believe  that,  given  the  time,  it  becomes  a  simple 
problem  to  sit  down  and  work  out  mathematically,  and  with  a  result 
absolutely  certain,  whether  or  not  a  certain  bit  of  typewriting,  with 
sufficient  material  to  compare  with  it,  was  or  was  not  written  by  the 
same  machine  that  produced  the  standard  of  known  typewriting. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  and  your  experience  you  can  more  readily 
determine  the  identity  of  the  typewriting  machine  on  which  two 
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parties  were  writing,  than  you  can  the  genuineness  of  hand- 
writing; ? — A.  Yes:  because  one  is  a  certaintj'.  It  works  out  as  a 
mathematical  problem  works  out,  while  with  the  handwriting  the 
tirst  jndgnient  of  the  expert  is  based  on  the  standard  which  he  has 
l)efore  him,  and  while  he  may  be  perfecth'  right,  he  has  not  got  a 
>et  of  arbitrary  habits  or  forms  to  juxtapose  and  formulate  an 
opinion  from.  At  the  same  time,  to  be  perfectly  fair  about  this 
matter,  some  of  these  exhibits  constitute  what  are  called  carbons. 
That  is  to  say,  they  have  been  manifolded  from  an  original,  and 
there  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  between  a  manifolded  specimen  and  the 
original,  a  difference  due  to  the  fact  that  the  cylinder  with  the  extra 
pajMM*  wrapped  around  it  is  a  little  larger,  though  cmly  in  a  very 
minute  de^-ee.  Also  the  fact  that  between  the  parts  of  the  paper 
and  the  original  is  a  sheet  of  carbon  paper,  which  interferes  to  some 
degree  with  what  might  be  expressed  as  tlie  definiticm  of  the  lines, 
and  the  result  is  that  there  is  a  little  feathering  or  blurring  of  the 
tnlges.  But,  notwithstanding  that,  so  far  as  the  center  of  the  writing 
i>  concerned,  in  the  center  of  this  mark  is  the  true  mark  of  the  type. 
I  have  to  say  that  all  that  has  l^een  taken  into  consideration.  If 
there  has  been  any  doubt  to  be  culled  from  an  examination  of  these 
exliihits  which  have  been  manifolded  and  are  carbon  copies,  that 
has  been  taken  into  consideration.  And,  even  wuth  that,  I  am  able 
to  formulate  a  positive,  definite,  unqualified  opinion  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  two  anonymous  communications  which  you  read  here. 

Q.  You  have  demonstrated  what  about  these  two  anonymous  coni- 
numications?  That  they  w^ere  written  on  the  same  machine? — 
A.  The  two  anonymous  communications  have  been  compared  to- 
•cether,  not  only  directly,  but  by  what  we  call  a  parity  of  comparison — 
that  is  to  say,  through  exhibits  "  C  1  "  to  ''  C  4,  inclusive — and  I 
have  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  thoroughly  that  tlie  two  anonymous 
nmununications  were  written  not  only  from  a  like  machine,  but 
identically  the  ssime  machine. 

Q.  The  four  papei*s  wdiich  vou  have  picked  out  and  marked, 
'C  \r  ''C  2,'\'*C  3,''  and  '' C  j,'  were  those  four  papers  written 
upon  the  same  identical  typewriting  machine? — A.  In  and  of  them- 
selves I 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes;  they  were;  beyond  any  quevStion. 

Q.  You  say  first  that  the  tw^o  anonymous  communications,  or  those 
two  papers  or  documents,  were  written  upon  the  same  identical  ma- 
•  liine? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  the  four  papers  marked  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  "  C  3," 
and  ''  C  4,"  were  themselves  written  on  one  specific,  particular, 
iclentical,  and  the  same  typewriting  machine? — A.  That  is  what  I 
siy:  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  stiy  as  to  the  tw^o  anonymous  communications, 
one  on  the  Xew  Willard  blank  and  the  one  on  the  Postal  Telegraph 
l>lank,  whether  those  two  anonvmous  communications  and  the  four 
papers  marked  ''  C  1,"  ''  C  2,^'  *^'  C  3,''  and  "  C  4  "  were  all  written 
OP  the  same  identical  machine? — A.  Unquestionably  written  on  the 
-ame  identical  machine. 

Q.  Xow,  will  you  indicate  to  us,  so  that  we  may,  if  possible,  or 

anyone  else,  bt*  able  to  form  some  conclusion  upon  the  subject,  will 

vuii  indicate  to  us  the  identity  Iwtween  those  different  papers  which 

lead  you  to  say  that  they  are  written  on  tlie  same  machine  i — A.  Like 
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a  human  beiii^,  typewritin<;f,  or  any  kind  of  writing,  when  looketl 
at,  the  eye  is  affected  first  by  its  surroundings,  or  dress,  like  a  human 
being's  costume.  And  we  have  here  three  different  kinds  of  costume 
to  inspect.  The  exhibits  ''*C  1  "  to  "  C  4,"  on  very  thin  onion  skin 
paper,  while  tlie  two  anonymous  communications,  one  is  written  on 
a  blue  printed  telegraph  blank,  and  the  other  on  a  sheet  of  plain 
paper;  consequently,  all  that  we  can  look  at  for  the  purpose  of  being 
affected  by  what  might  be  designated  as  the  pictorial  effect — ^that  is 
to  say,  the  difference  in  light  and  shade,  which  seems  to  run  throujrh, 
and  this  is  a  matter  only  which  must  be  seen  to  be  understood. 

Now,  in  my  opinion,  and  all  I  can  do  in  respect  to  that  is  to  simply 
call  the  committee's  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  find  in  the  three  :^v- 
eral  documents,  the  telegraph  blank,  the  Willard  blank,  and  in  the 
letters  "  C  ''  exhibits,  that  certain  letters,  due  largely  to  their  position 
in  striking  to  imprint  the  letter,  parts  of  it  print  stronger  than  other 
parts  of  it,  and  that  those  peculiarities  obtain  to  a  measurable  degree. 
That  constitutes  what  T  call  the  pictorial  effect  of  light  and  shade.  In 
going  through  the  letters,  this  type,  I  find  some  of  the  letters  set  up 
perpendicularly-r-they  are  vertical — while  others  of  the  letters  tij) 
to  the  left  or  tip  to  the  right. '  Again,  some  of  them  get  on  what  would 
be  a  straight  Ime.  The  bottoms  of  some  of  them  are  above  the  line. 
the  bottoms  of  some  of  them  cutting  the  line,  dropping  down  below, 
and  where  those  things  occur  they  are  repeated  in  what  I  will  call  the 
standards,  that  is  to  sa3%  the  "  C  "  exhibits.  Of  the  Iniown  si)ecimen? 
of  typewriting,  and  in  the  anonymous  communications,  those  thinjjs 
repeat  themselves  regularly  and  steadily,  and  with  hardly  an  excep- 
tion. There  are  a  few  little  exceptions  in  these  thin  onion-skin  mani- 
folded papers,  which  may  be  due  to  the  change  of  size  or  shifting, 
but  they  are  only  at  the  end ;  it  is  the  last  letter  that  is  sometimes  a 
little  closer  to  the  letter  which  precedes  it.  But  other  than  that,  I  find 
the  same  things,  where  there  is  a  defect  or  where  there  is  an  imperfec- 
tion in  the  sense  of  being  a  letter  out  of  alignments  In  running 
through  the  standards  I  find  that  the  letters  are  out  of  line  not  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  manner.  When  I  come  to  the  spacing  as  between  two 
letters  in  the  anonymous  communications,  when  I  take  up  the  same 
combination  of  two  leters,  if  one  is  correct  the  other  is  correct,  so  far 
as  spacing  is  concerned.  If  one  is  incorrect  and  in  the  wrong  place, 
so  invariably  in  the  other  it  occurs  in  the  wrong  place.  And  m  that 
way  we  have  a  lot  of  letters  the  angles  of  which  deflect  to  the  left  of 
the  vertical  or  to  the  right,  and  bottoms  of  letters  like  the  small  '*  m,*' 
instead  of  setting  straight,  it  tails  off,  and  those  peculiarities  run 
throughout,  and  I  have  had  to  examine  150  of  what  we  call  abnor- 
malities, things  that  ought  not  to  be  there,  and  they  obtain  without  a 
single  exception  on  both  sets  of  exhibits. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  both  sets? — A.  By  both  sets  of  exhibits  I 
mean  the  two  anonymous  communications  as  one  set,  being  written, 
in  my  opinion,  on  the  same  machine.  Bv  the  other  set  of  exhibits  T 
mean  the  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4,"  which  are  bound  together. 

Q.  But  you  say  they  are  written  on  the  same  machine? — A.  Thev 
are  written  on  the  same  machine. 

Now,  when  I  come  to  look  at  the  Alignment — that  is  to  say,  the  run- 
ning of  the  words  literally  from  left  to  right— and  I  put  a  sti-aight- 
edge  underneath  a  word,  I  find  the  bottoms  of  those  letters  approach 
and  recede  from  that  straightedge  in  a  given,  constant  quantity,  and 
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wherever  I  find  the  word  in  the  "  C  "  exhibits  there  is  the  same  ap- 
proach and  receding  from  that  straightedge  in  a  given,  constant 
quantity.  When  I  measnred  the  same  word  produced  in  the  two 
anonymous  communications  and  compare  it  with  the  same  word  to  be 
^ound  in  the  "C"  exhibits,  T  find  exactly  the  same  width;  it  keeps 
exactly  to  the  same  space.  When  I  examine  as  to  the  spacing  between 
the  letters,  I  find  exactly  the  same,  ajid  those  often  rei>eat  themselve<=5 
with  hardly  an  exception  throughout.  In  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
instances,  leading  me  to  be  able  to  speak,  without  any  doube  about  the 
matter,  because  I  do  not  believe — and  of  course  I  must  base  it  on  my 
experience  and  the  exDerience  of  others  with  whom  I  have  talkedf, 
who  make  machines — that  such  things  could  not  occur  in  a  half  or  a 
quarter  or  1  per  cent  of  what  I  have  b«»eii  able  to  find  in  these  anony-^ 
nous  communications,  as  compared  with  the  standards  "Cl"  to 
"C  4,"  tnd  would  be  sufficient  for  met  to  fonnulate  an  opinion 
it  is  multiplied  by  10,  and  if  I  went  on  I  could  multiply  it  by  a  hun- 
dred. I  found  everything  runing  one  way.  enough  to  lead  me  to  think 
that  it  could  not  have  been  made  hv  any  other  machine. 

Q.  Let  us  have  those  papers  identified  in  some  way,  so  that  by 
reading  the  record  we  may  know  what  we  are  talking  about.  We 
have  several  records  here,  and  we  want  it  to  appear  in  the  record  so 
that  anybody  in  reading  the  record  may  know  what  we  are  talking 
about. — A.  One  hundred  and  three  (103)  is  a  substantial  facsimile 
of  the  anonymous  letter  typewritten  on  the  Postal  Telegraph  Com- 
mercial Cable's  blank.  Now,  No.  101  is  an  enlargenjent  of  chart 
marked  100,  which  is  composed  of  words  cut  out  from  exhibits  102 
on  photographs  of  ''  C  V  ''  C  2,"  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4." 

Q.  I  think,  perhaps,  instead  of  calling  this  New  Willard  we  will 
call  it — well,  it  is  on  the  New  Willard  letter  paper. — A.  Yes.  They 
have  been  juxtaposed  for  the  purpose  of  adA-essing  attention  to 
the  duplicate  words  that  occur  in  the  several  exhibits.  Beginning 
with  the  first  three  words  of  the  anonymous  communications  on  the 
New  Willard  blank  where  it  reads  "For  Mr.  Carmichael,"  under- 
neath the  same  will  be  found  the  word  "  for,"  which  is  taken  from 
**  C  4,"  line  1,  and  next  to  it  "  Mr.  Chairman,"  as  taken  from  "  C  2," 
Ime  1.  And  the  attention  of  the  committee  is  asked  to  the  letter 
**  f  "  of  the  word  "  for  "  in  its  relative  position  to  the  "  or  "  which 
follows  it.  Also  to  the  fact  that  the  spacing  as  between  the  said  "  f  " 
and  the  said  "o"  is  an  abnormal  spacing, and  that  abnormality  is  to 
be  found  existing  in  both  the  anonymous  communication  and  .in  the 
known  typewriting.  The  "  o  "  will  be  found  to  have  its  accentuation 
on  the  right  side  of  its  circle,  while  the*  left  side  is  thin,  and  in  that 
respect  is  abnormal  because  it  should  be  the  saine  all  around. 

0.  You  mean  that  the  "  o  "  is  darker  on  the  right  side  than  it  is  on 
the  left? — A.  Yes;  the  accentuation  or  color.  The  "r  "  is  found  to 
be  approximately  on  the  same  base  line  as  the  "  o  "  and  the  space 
between  the  "  o  "  and  the  "  r  "  is  a  correct  space  and  in  that  respect 
obtains  with  the  known  "  or  "  taken  from  the  "  C  4  "  "  1  "  immedi- 
.  ately  below  it.  So  that  we  have  the  letter  "  f  "  located  below  the 
letter  "  r,"  we  have  an  abnormal  space  between  the  "  f  "  and  "  o," 
we  have  a  correct  space  between  the^'  o  "  and  the  "  r,"  and  we  have  n 
combination  of  the  "  f  "  and  the  "  or  "  making  "  for,"  making  in  that 
one  word,  line  8,  comparisons  which  agree  both  in  their  abnormali- 
ties and  in  their  normalcy,  in  respect  to  the  "  Mr."  which  follows 
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tlie  same,  which  is  taken  from  "  2/'  ""  C  1,"  the  relationship  betwwu 
the  "  M  "  and  the  ''  r  "  and  the  dot  which  follows  the  "  r  '  and  the 
capital  '*  C  "  to  the  word  '*  Carmichael "  in  one  instance  and  capital 
"  C  ''  of  the  word  ''  Chairman  "  in  the  other  instance.  While  in  the 
lower  exhibit,  being  "  2 ''  ''  C  1/'  the  "  M  "  appears  heavier,  this  i> 
a  carbon  and  is  blurred,  and  is  found  to  have  the  same  shade  and 
form  in  relationship  to  the  '"  r "'  and  to  the  dots  which  is  also  an  ex- 
cess of  coloring  due  to  the  carbon  and  as  to  the  location  of  the  ''  C," 
and  the  fact  also  that  the  top  of  the  "  C  ''  is  accentuated  so  far  as 
the  color  and  heaviness  is  concerned  and  corresponds  with  the  "  C  " 
underneath  it.  So  that  in  the  w^ords  '*  for  Mr.  G  "  we  have  different 
comparisons  which  identify  each  other  both  in  respect  to  abnormali- 
ties in  respect  to  correct  methods  and  there  is  no  variation.  Now.  if 
there  was  nothing  else  in  this  case  except  the  question  of  whether 
the  words  "  For  Mr.  C  "  w  ere  written  on  the  same  machine  as  the 
words  "  for  Mr.  C ''  which  appear  on  the  line  below%  there  would  l)e 
sufficient  to  point  in  that  direction,  perhaps  not  enough  to  form  a 
definite  opinion,  but  it  is  pointing  in  that  direction,  and  in  no  other 
direction.  Now,  when  we  take  up  the  next  line,  which  reads,  "  a 
Congressman  does  not  want  to  "  and  which  is  taken  from  line  2. 
w^iich,  in  fact,  is  all  of  line  2,  of  the  anonymous  letter  on  the  New 
Willard  blank,  attention  is  addressed  to  the  word  ''  Congressman  " 
and  the  other  w^ord  "  Congressman  ''  which  are  juxtaposed  in  regular 
order,  and  as  nearly  in  the  same  place  as  possible.  There  may  ha  a 
little  variation,  because  it  is  rather  difficult  in  pasting  small  words 
like  that  to  locate  in  exactly  the  same  place,  but  1  will  st^ite  that  I 
measured  eacli  one  of  those  words  and  they  measured  exactly  the 
same;  and  if  perchance  a  word  is  a  little  to  the  right,  it  is  all  right  so 
far  as  the  size  is  concerned. 

Q.  You  used  the  word  "juxtaposed?" — A.  By  juxtaposed  I  mean 
by  putting  one  word  underneath  another  word,  putting  something 
underneath  another. 

Q.  Then  you  put  the  word  "  Congressman  "  as  picked  out  from 
different  papers — you  put  the  words  under  each  other? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  putting  the  words  underneath  each  other.  Now,  I  did  not  use. 
in  going  through  the  250  linas  w^hich  constitute  exhibits  "C  1"  to 
"  C  4,"  inclusive,  did  not  use  the  any  one  word  "  Congressman  "  which 
appeared  there,  but  I  chose  every  word  '^  Congressman "  that  ap- 
pears in  those  four  exhibits,  without  exception,  and  those  are  the 
ones  which  are  placed  one  underneath  the  other  on  this  Exhibit  101. 
Now,  the  first  matter  to  which  attention  will  be  addressed  is  the 
capital  ''  C,"  and  while  there  is  some  little  variation  in  regard  to 
strength  or  kind  of  color,  for  the  reason  that  some  of  them  are  car- 
bons and  a  little  thicker  than  the  others,  yet,  nevertheless,  so  far  as 
the  relationship  as  between  the  darker  portions  and  the  lighter  pcjr- 
tions,  or  their  location,  they  repeat  themselves  right  straight  throucrh 
and  identify  themselves  iii  that  respect.  Now,  the  next  letter  is  an 
"  o,"  and  at  once  it  is  noticed  that  the  "  o  "  sets  up  above  the  bas(» 
line.  You  could  put  a  straightedge  under  the  letter  "  e  "  and  capital 
"  C,"  and  the  "  o^'  is  found  to  be  above  that;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  you  place  a  straightedge  under  the  word  "  Congressnuin,"  wliy. 
the  "  C^'  would  be  found  to  be  below  the  line.  Now,  you  can  have 
it  whichever  way  you  please — in  either  way  the  result  is  the  same. 
The  "  o  "  is  to  be  noticed  as  excessively  an"  accentuated  letter,  moiv 
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-«  in  this  phenomena  throughout  the  entire  set  of  exhibits  than  al- 
most any  other  letter.  It  is  a  very  heavilv-printed  letter,  and  in 
that  respect  obtains  throughout.  T'he  ''  n ''  is  fairly  on  the  same 
hahe  line.  The  ''  g"  and  then  -we  come  to  the  "  r."  'Now,  the  "  r," 
instead  of  being  imprinted  and  producing  a  result  of  actually  being 
perpendicular  or  vertical,  the  "  r  "  is  seen  to  be  tipped  to  the  right. 
It  tips  about  5  degrees  to  the  right  of  a  perpendicular,  and  that  pe- 
culiaritv  obtains  throughout  the  entire  exhibit.  There  are  nearly 
400  "  r's,"  and  I  do  not  find  a  single  exception — they  all  tip.  The 
•*e"  sets  up  fairly  straight  and  where  the  "e"  is  made  alone;  the 
first  "'  e ''  is  made  alone ;  where  it  is  to  be  found  following  a  second 
•*  e,'*  like  the  word  "  agreement,"  the  word  "  committee,"  the  re- 
markable thing  occurs  where  the  "e"  is  struck  the  second  time;  in- 
stead of  being  vertical,  it  tips  to  the  right — it  lies  over,  as  it  were — 
which  I  will  call  your  attention  to  later  on  when  we  get  to  the  tele- 
gram. 

If  3'ou  look  at  the  telegram  you  will  find  the  word  "  committee," 
words  "  naval  committee, '  where  that  "  e "  tips  over  to  the  riffht, 
while  the  first  letter  "  e  "  is  straight.  Now,  you  will  find  the  first  "  s  " 
with  the  letter  "  e  "in  Congressman,"  and  that  obtains  fairly  through- 
out, while  the  second  "  s  "l)egins  to  lift  a  little  in  its  locaticm.  It  is  a 
little  wavs,  so  far  as  base  line  is  concerned,  a  little  ways  above.  When 
the  *•  ni  '  is  found,  the  first  staff  of  the  *'  m  "  is  found  to  l)e  further 
«lown,  so  to  speak,  than  the  last  and  tips  a  little  to  the  left,  and  you 
will  notice,  instead  of  that "  s  "  being  on  line  with  the  top  of  the  "  m," 
it  sets,  as  it  were,  a  little  underneath  the  initial  portion  of  the  "  m." 
Now,  the  "  a  "  is  fairly  straight,  while  the  "  n  "  tips  a  little  to  the  right 
and  the  first  staff  is  heavier  in  shade  than  the  second  staff.  And  now, 
the  attention,  of  the  committee  being  called  to  those  specifically,  now, 
if  the  committee  will  take  and  turn  the  exhibit  around  so  that  tliey  can 
>'*e  the  bottom  of  the  word  "  Congressman,"  they  will  find  a  wave  line, 
a  sort  of  a  curved  line  with  the  same  wave  existing  throughout  the 
H'veral  exhibits  to  the  word  '*  Congressman/'  which  are  to  be  found 
in  that  line,  and  it  is  curious  to  itself.  It  is  the  same  wave  line;  so 
that  in  taking  up  the  word  "  Congressman  "  in  its  relationship  of  let- 
ters each  to  the  other  and  in  its  peculiarities  of  alignment  there  are 
many  reasons,  many  duplications  in  departures,  so  to  speak,  from  the 
standards  of  typewriting,  which  repeat  themselves  and  simply  add  to 
the  certainty  that  they  must  have  been  made  from  the  same  machine. 
Now,  taking  up  the  words  '"the  submarine  people  brought  out  a  "t— 
that  is  line  5  of  the  anonymous  communication  to  be  found  on  th^ 
N>w  Willard  blank — and  there  I  have  underneath  the  word  "sub- 
liiarine ''  a  number  of  like  words.  In  that  "'  e  "  and  those  on  the  last 
*'t>himn  evcrv  word  ''submarine''  the  submarine  "e"  that  was  to  Ix^ 
found  in  the  exhibits  '^Cl,''  "C2,"  "C8,"  and  "C4,"  I  have  used 
them  all  so  that  I  could  not  be  criticised,  and  I  want  to  call  attention 
rijrht  now  to  one  of  them  that  does  not  compare  with  the  others,  and 
that  is  on  the  last  column,  where  it  says  '"  3/12,"  the  small  *'  e  "  which 
finishes  the  word  "submarine,"  instead  of  corresponding  in  location 
a**  to  space  l)etween  *'  n  "  and  ""  e,''  it  is  close  up  to  the  "  n."  Now,  that 
occurs  not  only  in  re^i>ect  to  that  particular  '"e"  and  "n,"  but  on  the 
same  page  of  the  same  sheet  of  the  known  typewriting  known  as  ''  C 
1 "  to  "  C  4,"  inclusive,  leading  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  due  to 
the  operator  or  to  some  defect  in  the  machine  which  writes  generally 
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that  word  fairly  well,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to  which  I  have  called 
attention. 

Now  "^the"  which  is  line  5,  beginning  with  the  capital  "  T,"  ar*d 
underneath  I  have  placed  the  word  "  the,-'  as  taken  from  "  C  1,''  line 
38,  and  there  will  be  noticed  in  the  letter  a  heavier  mark,  due  to  the 
fact  of  that  being  a  carbon,  while  the  "  v  "  above  it  is  an  original. 
The  most  noticeable  point  is  the  location  of  the  "e"  to  the  ''h" 
which  precedes  it,  and  setting  as  it  does  above  what  would  be  a  cor- 
rect base  line.  When  we  get  to  the  word  "  submarine,"  the  first  mat- 
ter to  call  attention  to  is  the  differentiation  as  between  the  color  in- 
cluded in  the  small  "  s  "  and  the  *'  u  "  which  follows  it.  In  the  one 
case  one  is  round  und  light-stroked  as  compared  with  the  "  u  "  which 
follows  it,  and  in  that  respect  in  the  ones  beneath  it,  that  have  been 
placed  below,  that  same  differentiate  in  respect  to  color  obtained. 
Now  the  "  b  "  when  examined  is  found  not  to  be  vertical,  but  it  tip?^ 
a  little,  not  to  the  ''  r  "  as  the  "  r  "  tips  to  the  right,  but  it  tips  a 
little  to  the  left,  and  therefore  it  is  out  of  plumb  ana  that  pecuharity 
obtains  in  all  the  '*  b's  "  that  are  to  be  found  and  there  are  dozens 
and  dozens  of  them  in  the  standard  typewriting.  The  "ni"'  pos- 
sesses the  same  peculiarity  to  which  I  called  attention.  The  first 
staff  reached  down  farther  than  the  last.  The  "a"  is  exceedingly 
close  to  the  "  r ''  and  then  comes  this  "  r  "  which  tips  to  the  ri^ht  and 
makes  a  sort  of  a  "  v  "  as  it  were,  instead  of  a  parallel  line  if  it  were 
true,  vertical  lines  as  betw  een  the  ''  a  "  and  the  "  r,"  and  in  that 
respect  all  of  the  "  a-r's"  that  are  to  be  found  the  standards  obtain 
and  possess  that  peculiarity  and  there  is  no  variation.  WTien  we 
come  to  the  *'  i  "  the  *'  i  "  sides  are  almost  straight,  but  the  space  be- 
tween the  "  r  "  and  the  "  i  "  is  an  abnormal  spacing,  it  is  not  correct 
and  yet  that  peculiar  spacing  obtains  in  the  known'  or  standard 
specimen  of  typewriting  whicli  we  find  in  the  exhibits  "  C  1 ''  to 
'"  C  4,"  inclusive,  and  that  abnormality  where  the  preceding  space  or 
tlie  space  which  preceded  it  in  the  first  portion  of  the  letter  as  be- 
tween the  "  b  "  and  "  n  "  is  correct,  that  abnormality  obtains,  and 
that  runs  throughout  the  entire  run  of  typewriting.  When  we  get 
to  the  end  I  have  called  attention  to  that  before  in  the  word  "  Con- 
gressman," and  the  "  e ''  as  it  obtains  elsewhere  is  found  to  be  set 
above  the  base  line.  So  that  if  the  committee,  now  having  called 
their  attention  specifically  to  letter  by  letter,  will  look  at  the  word 
*'  submarine "'  as  a  whole  word  and  in  their  mind's  eye  place  a 
straightedge  underneath  the  bottom  of  the  w^ord  ''submarme'*  it 
will  be  found  to  be  a  wave  line  and  peculiar  to  itself. 

The  word  ''  people,-'  which  appears  on  line  5  of  the  New  Willard 
blank,  and  underneath  the  same  is  to  be  foimd  four  other  words 
'•  people."  All  the  words  "  people ''  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
'*  C  1,''  ''2,"  ^'8,"  and  ''4"  exhibits,  and  those  are  placed  under- 
neath and  are  respectively  taken  from  lines  2  C  37,  2  G  33,  2  C  31. 
2  C  29.  Now,  the  first  thing  that  calls  attention,  that  the  eye  is 
attracted  to  there,  is  the  fact  that  between  the  "e"  and  the  "p" 
sets  a  small  "  o,"  and  that  "o"  is  excessively  accentuated;  it  is  ab- 
normal in  its  comparative  nuality  and  accentuation  with  other  let- 
ters, and  that  repeats  itself  in  each  case.  Also  it  will  be  noticed 
that  while  the  spacing  between  the  *'  p  "  and  the  "  e  "  is  approximate 
and  fairly  correct,  the  spacing  between  the  "e"  and  the  "o^'i"^ 
abnormal  and  it  is  incorrect,  and  that  incorrectness  and  abnormality 
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obtains  in  the  four  specimens  taken  from  the  "  C  "  exhibits,  which 
are  juxtaposed  in  the  chart.  When  the  spacing  as  between  the  "  o  " 
and  the  "  p  "  is  called  attention  to,  that  also  is  found  to  be  abnormal 
and  out  oi  place,  and  that  abnormality  is  existing  and  apparent  in 
the  standards  taken  from  the  "  C  1,"  "2,"  "  3,^'  and  "  4 ^'  exhibits. 
The  ''  e,*'  as  it  happened  most  times  when  used  as  the  last  letter, 
V\h>  above  the  base  line,  ho  that  if  the  committee  will  look  at  the 
word  •"  people  "  as  a  whole,  both  on  the  top  of  the  word  and*  on  the 
base  of  the  word,  they  will  find  a  curved  hne,  a  sort  of  a  wave  line, 
which  corresponds  and  obtains  throughout,  thus  producing  like 
i)henomena  not  only  in  respect  to  the  small  letters,  but  in  respect  to 
I  ho  entire  word  as  a  whole,  and  there  is  no  exception,  and  that 
[peculiarity  of  combination  of  letters  wherever  found,  whether  in  the 
word  '*  people  "  or  whether  in  some  other,  word,  those  peculiarities 
obtain  with  hardly  any  exception,  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain. 

Xow,  we  take  up  the  words  on  line  8,  anonymous  communication 
t»ii  the  New  Willard  blank,  which  reads  ''  Loud  to  vote  for  sub- 
marines,'- and  there  I  have  been  able  to  take  all  the  words  "  subma- 
rines •'  that  I  could  find  in  the  "  C  1,"  "  2,"  "  3,"  and  "  4  "  exhibits 
ill  combination  with  the  word  "  for,"  and  where  I  could  not  find 
the  word  *' f  or  "  if  I  found  preceding  that  word  "submarines"  an 
"  r.'"  which  is  the  last  letter  of  the  word  "  for,"  you  will  find  that 
"r"  to  he  present  and  located  in  juxtaposition  with  the  other  one. 
But  we  have  here  in  exhibit  "  C  1  "  28  the  entire  two  words  "  for 
Mibmarines,"  and  that  lies  immediately  underneath  this  line  8, 
where  it  reads  "  Loud  to  vote  for  submarines,"  and  there  in  the  word 
"  for,"  the  small  "  f ,"  the  distance  as  between  the  "  f  "  and  the  "  o  " 
i^  found  to  be'  an  abnormal  space,  and  that  abnormality  where  that 
word  occurs  "  for  "  on  the  top  of  the  line,  which  is  "  C  1,"  line  14,  on 
the  top  of  the  page,  it  is  an  abnormal  space,  and  it  repeats  itself 
not  only  there,  out  wherever  the  word  "  lor  "  occui-s  in  the  known 
specimens,  which  have  been  designated  as  "  C  1  "  to  "  C  4,"  inclu- 
.'■ive.  Xow,  the  letter  "  o  "  is  accentuated,  abnornially  so,  as  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to,  and  that  repeats  itself.  The  "  r  "  tips  over 
to  tlie  right  the  same  as  the  other  "  r."  We  come  to  the  word 
"submarines,"  and  call  attention  to  the  relationship  as  between  the 
•*s"  and  the  "  u  " — the  "  b  "  tipping  over  the  first  staff  being  lower 
than  the  second,  the  "  a  "  setting  on  what  might  be  called  a  straight 
line,  a  base  line,  the  "r"  tipping  over  to  the  right,  and  the  "ine" 
as  it  obtains  in  the  other  words  "  submarine."  So  that  if  you  will 
take  the  words  "  for  submarines  "  now,  and  examine  them  in  respect 
to  this  wave  line  or  base  line,  you  will  find  the  same  compound  curve 
running  along  that  is  possessed  in  the  other  words  "  submarines,"  but 
you  have  the  addition  there  of  the  word  "  for,"  which  precedes  it, 
ami  that  obtains  the  same,  and  where  those  combinations  exist  in 
the  one  instance  they  exist  in  the  other  instance. 

Now,  further  down  on  line  7  of  the  anonymous  comnmnication 
appear  the  words  "  Loud  he  withdrew  upon  agreement  of."  I  cut 
out  '*  he  withdrew  upon,"  and  while  I  was  not  able  to  find  the  word 
*•  withdrew  "  in  any  place  on  any  line  on  the  256  lines  which  consti- 
tute Exhibits  "  C  1  "  to  ''  C  4,"  inclusive,  they  did  not  exist,  there  is 
no  such  word  there,  but  there  is  the  word  "  withdraw,"  so  that  I  have 
been  able  to  utilize  and  employ  the  letters  '*  withdr,"  and  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  is  addressed  to  those,  not  onlv  to  their  base 
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line,  but  to  the  abnormal  space  which  is  existing  as  between  *'  i  •'  and 
"t;"  it  is  too  much  space;  and  vet  that  obtains  both  the  anony- 
mous communication  and  in  the  four  specimens  taken  from  "  C  2," 
line  36,  "  C  2,"  line  33,  "  C  2,"  line  29,  and  "  C  2,"  Une  30.  Those 
lift  themselves.  Now,  when  we  come  to  the  anonymous  communica- 
tion on  the  cable  blank  we  will  find  that  word  "withdrew;"  it  ex- 
ists there,  but  it  does  not  exist  in  the  standards  from  "  C 1 "  to  "  C  4." 
I  will  «all  attention  to  that  later.  Now,  in  the  lower  left-hand  point 
of  the  Exhibit  100,  which  is  the  enlarged  photograph  chart,  is  a  iv- 
production  from  lines  10  of  the  New  Willard  blank,  where  it  reads 
"  State  Senator — former  secretary  to  Loud,"  and  I  have  employed 
the  two  words  "  Senator,"  which  are  to  be  found  as  among  the  25ri 
lines  of  the  "CI"  to  "  C  4,"  inclusive,  exhibits  which  I  have  juxta- 
posed one  of  them  faces  that  "  — "  following  the  ''  r,"  and  those 
words  "  Senator  "  are  taken  from  "  C  1 "  29  and  "  C  i  "  44,  while 
the  word  "  state,"  which  is  juxtaposed  under  the  word  "  state  "  of  line 
10  in  the  New  Willard  anonymous  letters.  These  two  words  "  state  " 
are  cut  out  and  taken  from  "  C  2  "  30  and  "  C  3  "  21.  Now,  in  call- 
ing attention  first  to  the  words  "  state  "  the  committee  will  notice  the 
abnormal  spacing,  and  by  abnormal  I  mean  it  is  not  the  regjilar 
spacing  of  the  standard  machine;  it  differentiates;  and  consequently 
I  call  it  abnormal  and  a  departure  from  the  word  perfect  as  indi- 
cating space,  and  "state"  and  that  abnormal  spacing  is  found  in 
the  line  10  of  the  anonymous  communication  to  exactly  obtain  in 
the  two  specimens  cut  from  the  "CI"  to  "  C  4,"  inclusive,  exhibit^. 
Not  onlv  that,  but  so  far  as  the  accentuation  of  the  letters  are  con- 
cerned. It  will  be  seen  that  the  strength  of  the  letters  there  the  strong- 
est are  the  letters  "  t,"  and  they  repeat  themselves.  And  then  when 
we  get  to  the  "  e,"  it  will  be  found  that  the  "  e  "  lifts  up  from  the 
base  line  as  I  have  called  attention  to  in  the  other  cases  of  final 
"  e\s."  Now,  we  come  to  the  word  "  Senator,"  and  impiediately  the 
capital  "  S  "  is  found  to  be  lower  down,  so  to  speak,  than  the  "e '' 
which  follows  it,  or,  in  other  words,  the  "  e  "  is  higher  up  from  the 
base  line  which  follows  it.  But,  whichever  way.  the  result  is  the 
same,  and  the  word  "  Senator  "  seems  to  run  down  hill  until  it  strike^ 
the  letter  "  t,"  and  then  there  is  a  slight  lifting  and  a  bend  from  "  r," 
with  the  "-"  or  dash  which  follows  it;  and  that  same  peculiarity 
not  only  specifically  but  ^nerally  obtains  throughout  that  word 
"  Senator,"  and  it  repeats  itself,  and  even  more  so  where  the  is 
clearer  and  perhaps  not  so  far  away  from  the  original  in  the  mani- 
folding in  the  last  one,  and  so  those  peculiarities  repeat  themselves. 

Now,  I  have  called  attenti(m  to  some  40  specific  words,  and  I  hj»ve 
individuali7AMl  specifically  the  letters  which  multiply  that  40  so  that 
it  really  takes  it  into  the  hundreds,  and  those  repeat  themselves  with 
hardly  an  exception,  leading  me  to  the  undoubted  conclusion  that 
the  typewriting  found  in  the  New  Willard  Hotel  blank  must  have 
been  imprinted  from  tb.e  same  machine  from  which  was  imprinted 
exhibits  nunked  "  C  ir  "  C  2,"  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4,"  and  those  are  my 
reasons  in  so  far  as  the  Willard  Hotel  blank  is  concerned. 

Now,  taking  up  the  Postal  Telegraph  blank,  there  I  find  perhaps 
not  so  many  large  words  as  we  do  small  ones,  and  1  regret  that  I  have 
not  got  photographs  of  it,  but  I  call  attention  generally,  so  that  the 
conmiitte  can  see  it  at  a  glance.     I  want  to  call  attention 

Q.  What  is  that  paper  you  have  in  your  hand?     Let's  identify  it 
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in  some  way.  We  will  call  this  104. — A.  No:  104  is  the  photograph 
lines  which  appear  in  the  anonymous  letter  on  the  Postal  Telegraph 
blank  which  have  been  cut  out  in  strii)s  and  pasted  upon  the  card- 
board marked  by  the  committee  Xo.  104. 

Q.  Is  that  chart  which  you  have  in  your  hand  marke;Ll  104 ;  is  that 
made  up  of  lines  cut  from  a  duplicate  of  103? — A.  The  duplicate  of 
103. 
Q.  Postal  telegram  anonymous  communication  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  any  copies  of  that? — A.  Xo,  sir.     I  can  not  have  any, 
because  this  is  the  original.     I  did  not  have  time  for  it.     I  am  going 
to  specify  what  they  are  and  then  I  will  hand  it  to  the  committee. 
•  Loud  voted  for  this  $1,476,290.60  graft  in  the  naval  committee,'' 
and  while  I  do  not  find  a  duplication  of  the  large  words  in  the  "  C  " 
standards,  "CI''  to  "  C  4,''  inclusive,  I  do  find  on  line  7  of  exhibit 
"  C  4  "  this  combination,  not  the  word  "  in,"  but  the  letter  ''  n,"  as 
ending  a  word,  and  then  the  words  "  the  naval  committee,"  so  that 
we  have  practjcally  three  complete  words  and  part  of  another.     I 
find  words  on  exhibit  "  C  1,"  line  11,  which  T  have  juxtaposed  under- 
neath— ''  there  is  a  .story  in  circulation  that  the  Holland  people  get 
a  " — and  I  have  also  juxtaposed  the  word  "  people  "  taken  from  "  C  2," 
line  37,  and  the  word  "'  people  "  is  found  in  the  Willard  Hotel  anony- 
mous communication  I  juxtaposed  above.     So  that  we  have  the  word 
"  people  "  which  appears  in  the  Xew  WiUard  Hotel  anonymous  com- 
munication first,  then  the  word  "  people  "  as  it  appears  in  the  anony- 
mous communication  on  the  telegram,  and  then  the  word  "  people  " 
iis  it  appeai-s  in  the  known— or  exhibits  "  C  1,"  ''  C  2,"  "  C  3,"  "  C 
i" — specimens,  and  those  words  "people"  are  called  attention  to. 
On  line  3  I  have  be«n  able  to  select  the  word  "  attorney,"  and  the 
word  "  become  "  T  have  found  in  the  anonymous  communication  on 
the  hotel  blank.    I  have  found  in  the  anonymous  communication  on  the 
hotel  blank  the  words  ''  prominent  candidate  against,"  showing  the 
<ame  blur  which  I  have  juxtaposed  above  the  word  "  submarines.  *  On 
line  4  and  on  line  5  I  there  find  the  word  "  withdrew  "  which  we 
were  unable  to  find  in  any  of  the  '*  C  "  exhibits,  nor  was  I  able  to  find 
it  in  the  anonymous  communication  on  the  X^ew  Willard  Hotel  blank. 
I  should  say  we  were  able  to  find  it  on  the  Xew  Willard  Hotel  blank: 
there  we  find  the  duplicate  word.     In  making  my  comparison  from 
the  chart  101  I  had  to  use  the  word  "  withdrew ;  "  there  was  no  word 
"withdrew  "  in  the  "  C ''  exhibits,  and  here  we  find  the  word  "  with- 
♦irew,"  one  from  each,  one  from  the  telegram  anonymous  letter  and 
the  other  from  the  Xew  Willard  anonymous  letter.     Xow,  on  line  6 
I  have  used  the  word  '"  Washington ''  as  corresi)onding  and  coincid- 
ing with  the  words  "  Washington  Post  "  which,  appear  on  line  6  that 
1  have  taken  from  '*  C  2,"  exhibit  47.     On  line  i   I  find  the  word 

*'  l>roposition  " 

Q.  You  say  exhibit  47?— A,  Xo;  I  say  Exhibit  "  C  2,"  line  47,  on 
line  7.  I  find  the  words  "  Loud  can  be  defeated  on  this  proposition 
alone  by  you,"  and  I  find  on  "  C  1,"  Exhibit  22,  the  word  "  proposi- 
tion," which  I  have  juxtaposed.  T  do  not  find  duplications  of  the 
other  words  until  I  get  to  line  10,  and  then  I  am  able  to  find  the  com- 
bination of  all  the  words  where  it  says  on  line  10,  "  have  them  write 
Loud  for  explanation  and  whether  the,"  and  I  find  that  combination 
of -'and  whether"  in  Exhibit  "  C  3,"  line  35,  and  that  I  have  juxta- 
poi^ed  underneath  the  order  combination  of  words  ''  and  whether." 
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And  now,  having  called  attention  to  those,  I  hand  the  chart  to  the 
committee  so  that  they  can  see  what  I  have  called  attention  to. 

Now,  for  the  reasons  that  I  have  expressed  and  specifically  and  gen- 
erally and  from  manj-  hundreds  of  comparisons  that  I  have  made  in 
the  period  of  time  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  all  lead  me  to  the  one 
and  same  conclusion,  and  I  have  not  asked  the  committee  to  accept  my 
opinion,  due  to  any  value  that  it  might  have  because  of  the  matter  of 
reputation,  but  simply  ask  them  to  accept  it  for  the  reasons  I  have 
expressed.  Those  reasons  point,  as  I  have  stated,  all  in  one  single 
direction,  and  that  is  to  the  same  one  machine  that  wrote  the  "  C  L*' 
''  2,-'  '"  3,"  and  "  4  "  exhibits,  and  it  is  for  those  reasons  that  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  anonymous' communications,  both  of  them,  were 
written  from  that  machine. 

Q.  Well,  now,  this  chart  No.  KM  you  have  handed  us  simply  one 
copy  or  rather  only  the  original.  Could  tliat  be  photographea  or  can 
we  have  duplicates  of  it? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  If  we  desire  them  ? — A.  You  do  desire  them  ? 

Q.  A  few  things  occur  to  me  to  ask  vou  in  looking  over  this  chart 
101.  I  see  there,  for  instance,  the  wore!  "  Carmichael  "  on  the  top  of 
the  line  and  right  under  it  "  Mr.  Chairman."  Now  "  Mr.  Chairman  " 
seems  to  be  a  good  deal,  considerably  darker,  the  letters,  and  heavier 
than  the  word  "  Carmichael  "  above? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  explained 
that,  I  thought,  in  the  beginning.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  words 
''  Mr.  Chairman  "  is  a  carbon,  and  the  difference  in  quality  or  cobr 
of  that  particular  work,  that  blurring  or  blotting,  if  you  will  compare 
the  original  you  will  find  the  same  tning  to  exist. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  it  is  a  carbon  ? — A.  I  mean  to 
say  that  is  struck  through  a  piece  of  paper  on  which  has  been  spread 
lampblack  and  glycerin,  which  makes  what  you  call  a  carbon  paper. 
StriKing  that,  it  is  struck  through  the  original,  which  is  the  paper 
that  comes  next  to  the  ribbon — first  the  type  and  then  the  ribbon  and 
then  the  original  paper. 

Q.  Do  we  understand  you  to  mean  that  when  the  original  words 
"  Mr.  Chairman  "  were  written  there  were  more  than  one  copy  made 
at  the  same  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  is  what  a  typewriter  calls  a  carbon  copy? — A.  This  is  a 
carbon  copy,  manifold  copy. 

Q.  Would  that  account  for  ''  the  submarine  people  brought  out  a," 
right  under  ''submarine?  "  I  notice  that  the  other  "  submarines,"  or 
some  of  them,  at  least,  appear  to  be  darker,  heavier. — A.  That  i^ 
caused  for  the  same  reason,  and  perhaps  from  the  fact  that  in  making 
what  we  call  developed  photographs,  photographs  developed  in  the 
same  manner  as  photographic  negatives  are  developed,  sometime^ 
the  negative  overprints  a  little  more  than  other  times  and  it  over- 
developes  it  a  little,  but  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  definition  except 
to  make  it  a  little  darker — it  all  appears  darker. 

Q.  'What  do  you  mean  by  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  definition?— 
A.  I  mean  to  say  that  the  lines  are  just  as  well  defined,  or  better  de- 
nned, if  you  please,  when  it  is  dark. 

Q.  Then  the  fact  that  it  is  dark,  you  say,  does  not  interfere? — A. 
Not  a  particle,  sir,  because  it  is  overprinted.  The  trouble  is  photo- 
graphic. 

Q.  Is  the  same  true  or  not  with  the  word  "  Senator  "  next  to  the 
bottom  line? — A.  Yes;  it  is. 
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Q.  The  middle  "  Senator  ''  seems  to  me  to  be  darker  in  complexion 
than  his  fellows. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  same  reason  that  it  is  printed 
a  little  darker,  but  it  does  not  affect  the  shape  nor  the  form  of  the 
letters,  and  that  is  all  we  have  to  do  with  it. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Carvalho,  I  would  like  to  know  when  a  num- 
\m'  of  documents  are  submitted  to  you  written  in  typewriting  to  pass 
upon,  to  ^ve  your  opinion  on  as  nearly  as  possible,  what  typewriter 
they  were  on.  and  then  to  answer  the  questions  whether  any  two  of 
them  were  written  on  the  same  typewriter,  I  would  like  to  know  what 
your  process  is  of  starting  on  such  a  quest.  Certainly  to  me  it  would 
l»e  perfectly  blind  to  attempt  to  saj'  from  different  papers  what  instru- 
ments they  were  made  on  or  whether  they  were  made  on  the  same 
instrument,  and  I  would  like  to  know"  how  you  begin  when  you  get 
this  mass  of  paper? 

A.  I  would  begin  first  by  looking  at  the  generdl  appearance,  what 
I  have  already  designated  as  altogether  the  pictorial  effect.  I  would 
follow  that  up  first  seeking  for  the  most  prominent  characteristics, 
and  by  characteristics  I  mean  the  most  prominent  departures  from  the 
standards  of  typewriting,  of  perfect  typewriting  or  perfect  imprint- 
ing. I  would  throw  out  ana  jot  down  those  departures.  I  would 
alsT)  call  attention  to  those  portions  of  the  imprinted  typewriting 
which  were  perfect  and  if  I  found  that  the  departures  or  abnormal 
things  corresponded  in  the  two  papers  that  were  submitted  to  me  and 
it  exactly  corresponded,  and  I  found  the  same  thing  to  exist  in  respect 
to  the  perfect  writing,  then,  sir,  I  would  form  the  opinion  that  it  must 
have  been  written  from  the  same  machine.  That  is  what  I  have  been 
trA'ing  to  do  here  to-day. 

The  Chairman.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  if  you  should  find  if 
they  all  contained  the  similarities  between  the  two  papers  and  then 
should  begin  to  discover  dissimilarity,  you  would  discard  them  ? 
A.  I  would,  sir,  right  away. 
The  Chair3ian.  It  is  a  process  of  elimination  ? 
A.  A  process  of  elimination. 

The  Chairman.  Until  you  find  abnormalities  occurring  between 
two  papers  ? 

A.  \es,  sir.  In  other  words,  if  there  were  only  a  thousand 
machines  in  Washington,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  and  no  more, 
and  each  of  these  machines  was  known  and  you  put  into  my  hands  a 
sj)ecimen  of  typewriting  which  you  had  reason  to  believe  came  from 
^onle  one  of  those  machines,  I  would  go  and  get  it,  if  I  knew  where 
they  were  and  have  the  right  to  do  it,  I  would  get  specimens  of  writ- 
ing' from  each  of  those  machines.  Then  I  would  begin  to  look  intx> 
the  matter  that  was  submitted  to  me  to  pass  on  for  special  peculiari- 
ties: that  is  to  say,  I  would  begin  with  No.  1  out  of  .the  thousand,  and 
if  I  found  none  of  those  except  in  200  of  them  I  would  eliminate  the 
i^t.  So  I  would  go  on  and  boil  it  down  gradually  and  gradually 
until  I  reached  the  one  which  had  all  of  the  abnormalities  and  all  of 
the  perfect  things  which  existed  in  the  specimen  that  was  submitted 
to  me,  and  then  I  have  got  the  machine. 

The  Chairman.  Then  I  understand  you  if  you  had  a  thousand  ma- 
chines of  the  same  kind  that  those  anonymous  communications  were 
written  on  you  would  not  be  mistaken  as  to  w^hich  one  duplicated 
these  abnormalities? 
A.  Absolutely  not. 
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Q.  Are  you  positive  of  that  ? — A.  I  am  as  positive  of  that  as  I  can 
be  nbout  anything  that  I  did  not  actually  do  mjself. 

The  Chairman.  Any  member  of  the  committee  wish  to  ask  any 
questions? 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Q.  If  any  change  was  made  in  the  machine  by  reason  of  repairing 
or  moving  from  one  point  of  a  room  to  another,' between  the  time  the 
first  communication  was  drawn  on  the  machine  and  the  last  page  was 
written,  would  that  not  make  some  difference  ? — A.  It  would. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  It  would  make  a  difference,  because  the 
changes  which  had  l)een  made  in  the  repaired  machine  would  obtain 
in  the  imprints  wliich  were  made  from  the  repaired  machine,  ami 
when  we  compared  and  found  the  other  things  correct,  we  would  haw 
to  say  as  to  that  machine,  something  had  been  done  to  that  machine, 
if  we  found  a  sufficient  duplication  of  abnormalities  and  perfect 
marks  in  the  two  specimens.  I  have  had  cases  of  that  kind,  sir, 
where  the  machine  had  l)een  repaired,  but  as  a  rule  the  machine  that 
is  repaired,  except  a  very  old  affair,  it  is  only  a  letter  that  has  Ijeen 
changed,  or  tightening  up,  something  of  that  kind,  and  it  only  affect> 
the  alignment. 

Q.  Does  heat  and  cold  make  any  difference  in  the  alignment  or 
working  of  a  machine,  so  that  it  makes  a  difference  in  the  letters? — A. 
It  is  said  iron  or  metal  contracts  with  cold  and  expands  with  heat. 
I  think  the  difference  would  be  so  infinitesimal  that  no  one  could 
discover  it.  I  can  not  say  that  I  have  ever  had  a  specimen  that  was 
Avritten  with  the  thermoiueter  at  zero  to  compare  with  a  specimen 
written  with  tlie  thermometer  100  in  the  shade,  to  compare  with  the 
other.  I  can  not  say  that,  but  from  my  own  knowledge  of  matters 
of  that  kind  I  would  say  the  difference  would  be  little  or  nothinof. 
You  could  not  even  see  it  hardly. 

Q.  Sui)i)()se  you  have  4  or  6  imprints  which  you  claim  are  pro- 
duced on  the  same  machine,  would  (>  different  persons  of  (>  different 
temperaments  with  0  different  grades  of  experience  or  inexj^erience 
work  on  different  machines  at  different  times  under  different  cir- 
cumstances, wouhl  that  not  make  a  great  difference  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  work  of  the  machine,  so  that  you  could  not  be  able  to  tind 
these  identities? — A.  It  is  my  belief,  sir,  that  different  pei^sons  play- 
ing on  the  kevs  of  a  machine  have,  the  same  as  in  playing  the  piano, 
they  have  a  different  touch,  one  accentuates,  so  to  speak,  more  with 
one  finger,  ])resses  harder  with  one  finger,  strikes  a  harder  blow,  he 
might  use  tlie  same  finger,  but  differs  so  far  as  the  touch  is  con- 
cerned, which  would  be  indicated  by  what  I  have  called  attention 
to  as  the  pictorial  effect  or  as  the  French  say,  the  tout  ensemble,  the 
altogether:  while  so  far  as  the  correctness  of  the  writing  is  con- 
cerned, the  body  of  the  writing  showing  the  skillfulness  of  the  hand 
or  on  the  other  hand  showing  the  green  hand,  which  I  think  yonr 
honor  is  calling  attention  to,  I  think  that  would  be  very  apparent. 
I  think  one  could  see  that  the  writing  was  done  by  some  one  not  very 
familiar  witli  the  machine.  I  think  that  would  make  it  much  nioi'e 
difficult,  but  that  would  not  change  the  especial  form  of  the  letter: 
iieither  would  it  change  the  place  where  that  letter  strikes  the 
cylinder. 

Q.  Wouldn't  a  heavy  blow  given  obliquely  upon  the  key  or  a  light 
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Mow  given  diivctly  upon  the  key A.  Yes;  if  the  machine  was 

t4»nched,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  w  as  touched  very  lightly,  when 
-inuk  it  might  drop  down  below  the  line.  There  are  all  kinds  of 
rurious  things  liapj^en  and  tho-t*  produce — as  the  French  say — they 
^^vear  at  you,  something  has  happened  to  you  that  is  irregular.  Then 
you  look  through  the  writing  and  see  if  you  can  find  that  same  letter 
under  the  same  circumstances,  whether  it  always  occurs  that  way,  but 
you  find  it  does  not,  that  that  was  an  accident,  and  I  quite  agree  with 
you.  >ir,  that  the  general  work  done  by  different  people — now,  I  have 
luard  it  said,  1  have  not  been  able  to  do  it  because  I  have  not  g(me 
M)  (leeply  into  the  matter,  that  the  touch  as  between  the  expert  type- 
\\ritei>.  the  touch  even  can  be  distinguished  when  they  are  operatmg 
rapiilly  on  a  g(K)d  machine,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  experience  do  you  find  operators  who  have  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  the  line  of  operating  nnichines  of  a  particu- 
lar make  do  their  work  in  about  the  same  way,  so  that  their  style  or 
manner  of  operating  a  machine  can  l>e  identified? — A.  So  far  as 
what  you  call  mechanical  arrangement ;  for  instance,  starting  to  write 
a  question — the  individual  ''A,''  for  instance — he  has  prmted  the 
(juestion:  he  may  begin  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  hne,  *'AVhat 
i^  your  name,  if  you  please?"  Next  man  comes  along,  he  will  skip  a 
-pace;  he  will  begin  the  word  ''  What  "  a  little  to  the  right.  Those 
are  habits  which  from  long  practice  obtain,  and  different  men  will 
write  differently,  and  I  think  that  the  first  thing  to  be  looked  at  in 
looking  at  the  general  lay-out  oi*  mechanical  arrangements  would  be 
rliat  very  thing  that  your  honor  suggested.  There  are  people  who  are 
writing  on  the  machine  to-day  who  are  experts,  without  even  looking 
at  it :  their  hands  simply  travel  and  they  produce  results.  They  do 
not  have  to  look  at  it  any  more  than  a  perstm  who  plays  the  piano ; 
the  thing  comes  to  them.  Those  people  have  their  own  peculiarities. 
Of  course,  if  their  mind  is  directed  to  each  letter,  like  in  hand- 
writing, if  you  put  your  mind  on  a  signature,  you  are  not  writing 
your  signature;  your  signature  is  not  normal.  Like  in  a  will  signa- 
ture, for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  it  is  stiff  and  not  normal.  If  you 
write  a  check  signature — a  signature  to*a  check — rapidly,  that  is  you 
and  in  there  you  put  yourself.  And  so  it  is  with  the  expert  type- 
writer who  travels  rapidly  over  his  or  her  machine:  that  is  their 
IHTuhar  work:  but  if  they  go  slowly  and  stop  to  think  about  it,  then 
the  work  is  not  as  perfect  as  when  they  work  rapidly. 

Q.  Then  we  are  to  understand  that  the  experienced  operator  who 
Works  on  the  machine,  to  a  large  extent  on  the  same  machine,  does 
iinich  work  in  a  rapid  and  businesslike  way,  can  be  identified  by  you 
Ha>ier  than  the  man  who  simply  uses  a  machine  and  works  in  rather 
an  awkward  and  inexperienced  way? — A.  Well,  I  can  hardly  say 
that,  Mr.  Stevens,  because  a  man  who  keeps  books,  the  bookkeeper, 
keeps  the  set  of  books,  and  they  are  a  picture  to  look  at.  He  is,  of 
course,  writing  all  the  time.  AVhen  it  comes  to  the  experienced  type- 
writer, he  does  arbitrary  things.  If  he  strikes  an  ''  a '-  that  is  all  he 
tan  do:  it  is  arbitrary  to  a  large  extent,  but  there  is  the  smoothness 
of  the  writer  which  makes  altogether  the  pictorial  effect.  It  is 
prettier  from  the  skillful  writer  than  it  is  from  the  nuui  who  is  not 
-kiUfid. 

Q.  Have  you  arrived  at  that  degree  of  experience  in  this  work  so 
that  you  can  give  opinions  as  to  the  person  who  wrote  the  partic- 
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ular  paper  that  is  desired  to  be  identified  from  having  exhibited  to 
you  several  copies  written  on  the  same  machine  on  which  two  copies 
or  more  may  be  written  by  the  same  person ;  could  you  identify  that 
person? — A.  No;  I  woulcf  not  jDretend  to  identify  the  particular  indi- 
vidual. I  mi^ht  guess  at  it.  I  would  not  state  it  under  oath.  I 
would  not  undertake  to  identify  the  individual. 

Q.  You  would  not,  then,  begjin  to  identify  or  attempt  to  identify 
the  particularities  of  the  individual  as  you  do  the  particularities  uf 
the  machine? — A.  Xo,  sir;  the  one  I  can  show  you,  the  other  I 
can  not. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  I  understand,  from  your  experience  as  an  expert  in  these  mat- 
ters, you  consider  typewriting  investigations  as  susceptible  of  demon- 
stration?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  handwriting  investigations  as  amounting  to 
any  more  than  a  matter  of  opinion? — A.  Yes,  sir:  and  sonietnnes 
a  matter  of  demonstration  to  a  reasonable  mind. 

Q.  Is  there  a  distinction  between  the  degree  of  certainty  with 
which  your  mind  rests  on  a  conclusion  drawn  from  an  investijration 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  typewritten  matter  for  comparison;  is  there 
a  distinction  and  satisfaction  in  vour  conclusion  in  that  case  as  com- 
pared with  the  other? — A.  Witn  handwriting,  yes,  sir:  there  is. 

Q.  In  favor  of  which? — A.  Of  the  typewriting. 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives desire  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions  ? 

Is  there  anyone  else  present,  either  in  person  or  by  counsel,  who 
would  like  to  ask  the  witness  any  questions? 

Senator  Thurston.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  ask  this  witness 
along  this  line;  I  want  to  formulate  the  questions;  I  see  there  has 
been  submitted  to  this  witness  a  large  number  of  typewritten  docu- 
ments, a  number  of  which  I  have  identified  as  having  been  dictated 
by  me,  and  I  have  also  noticed  that  the  particular  documents  he  re- 
fers to  are  the  number  of  questions  in  this  list  as  to  which  I  testified. 
I  believed  that  I  knew  nothing.  I  ^'ould  like  to  have  the  witness 
interrogated  as  to  whether  any  of  these  others  that  I  identified  as 
having  been  dictated  wholly  or  in  part  by  myself  were  written  on  tho 
same  machine. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  examine  that  mass  of  documents  that 
was  submitted  to  you  and  say  if  you  have  satisfied  yourself  as  to 
which  ones,  if  any,  were  written  on  the  same  machines  as  "  C  1 "  to 
"  C  4,"  inclusive  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  went  through  all  of  these,  and  I  concluded  that  some 
were  written  on  one  machine  and  some  were  written  on  another  ma- 
chine, and  I  took  the  first  four  that  I  had  selected  of  the  one  particu- 
lar machine  to  use  to  make  photographs,  but  there  are  others  in  here 
of  that  same  machine.  I  can  not  tell  you  which  ones  they  are  now, 
and  it  will  take  some  little  time  to  do  it,  but  I  know  that  there  was. 

The  Chairman.  The  documents  were  written  on  one  or  the  otlier 
of  the  machines? 

A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  gotten  this  by  the  process  of  elimi- 
nation you  described? 

A.  ^  es,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Ste\t.n8  : 

Q.  Have  j^ou  examined  them  far  enough  to  ascrertain  how  many 
machines  were  used  to  produce  that  mass  of  documents? — A.  If  that 
is  the  same  batch  of  matter  that  I  first  examined,  and  only  the  bulk 
of  the  writing,  they  were  the  bulk  of  the  writing,  those  that  I  ex- 
amined. 

ilr.  Olmsted.  It  is  barely  possible  that  those  papers  were  not  all 
submitted  to  the  witness  on  the  7th  of  April ;  some  of  them,  I  think, 
we  have  put  in  that  bundle  since.  They  were  all  fastened  together 
the  other  day  when  he  testified  concerning  them.  I  am  not  positive 
that  they  were  all  shown  to  him 

Senator  Thurston.  Just  for  my  own  satisfaction  I  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  committee  ask  him  to  examine  those  papers  and  s(^  what 
other  ones,  in  his  judgment,  were  written  on  the  same  machine  he 
testified  about. 

The  Witness.  Of  those  here  that  I  recall  as  being  in  the  original 
package  that  I  examined  my  tentative  report  at  that  time  was  that 
they  were  imprinted  from  two  machines,  not  from  one,  but  from  two, 
and  I  arranged  them  in  two  piles  and  had  the  first  four  specimens, 
which  I  marked  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,^'  "  C  8,"  and  "  C  4,"  because  before  as 
it  was  they  occupied  9  pages  and  they  had  to  be  made  the  size  of  11 
by  14  inches,  and  I  did  not  wnnt  to  make  too  many  negatives,  becatise 
my  time  would  have  been  lengthened,  when  I  expected  to  complete 
the  work  I  was  doing.  But  to  be  able  to  say  in  this  which  I  have  not 
looked  at  at  all,  whether  there  is  one,  two,  three,  or  four,  or  five 
machines  without  being  able  to  go  through  it,  I  am  not  able  to  say, 
but  the  original  lot  submitted  to  me  there  were  only  two  machines. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  wished  to  ascertain  for  my  own  satisfaction. 
I  dictated  a  number  of  papers  found  in  that  bundle,  and  I  was  anxi- 
ous to  know  whether  as  to  any  of  these  dictations,  any  of  the  type- 
writing, they  were  made  on  the  same  machine  as  those  papers  con- 
taining a  number  of  questions  to  which  you  referred  simply  in  a 
general  way. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  on  that  point  there  was  evidence  here  that 
they  were  substantially  done  on  the  same  machine.  I  think  that  was 
testified  by  Mr.  Neff,  that  one  of  the  machines  was  out  of  order,  or 
that  he  thought  he  principally  used  one  machine  after  that.  He, 
himself,  said  that  certain  ones  were  written  on  one  and  others  on  the 
other. 

Senator  Thurston.  It  is  quite  evident  that  they  were  written  on 
three  different  machines,  ana  in  running  them  over  it  seemed  to  me 
from  a  casual  observation  that  all  of  those  which  I  have  dictated  were 
written  on  the  same  machine  and  evidently  not  on  the  machine  that 
those  number  of  questions  were  written  on. 

The  Chairman.  The  witne&s  will  examine  those  during  the  noon 
hour,  and  we  will  take  a  recess  until  half  past  2. 

The  Witness.  I  will  not  undertake  to  form  an  opinion  about  those 
short  of  two  or  three  days,  the  entii'e  lot,  because  I  would  conscien- 
tiously have  to  go  through  every  batch  and  every  word  to  be  able  to 
formulate  a  sworn  opinion.  I  won't  guess  at  all,  but,  as  I  did  in  the 
other  case,  I  gave  my  tentative  opinion;  I  said,  "I  may  be  right,  but 
it  is  possible  I  may  be  wrong,  ana  you  gentlemen  will  have  to  permit 
me  the  time  and  agencies  I  need  in  order  to  come  to  a  definite  conclu- 
fflon  "  which  they  did,  and  then  I  formed  that  conclusion ;  but  to  sit 
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down  and  go  through  thousands  and  thousands  of  words,  your  honor* 
it  will  take  the  time  to  do  it.    I  can  not  do  it ;  it  is  impossible. 

Senator  Tht'kston.  Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  have  y<iu 
ask  the  witness  if  he  does  identify  here,  now,  any  of  the  exhibits 
"C  1,'"^C  2,''  "C  3,"  "C  4''  as  having  been  written  on  the  same 
machine. 

The  Witness.  I  would  not  undertake,  sir,  to  identify  a  solitary 
w^ord  without  I  w^ent  through  in  my  own  way  of  doing  it.  It  is  a 
troui)le,  as  I  have  told  you  before.  I  liave  got  to  sit  down  and  plml 
and  work  right  through. 

Senator  Thirstox.  That  was  not  what  I  wanted.  I  wish  to  know 
if  he  had  at  the  present  time  identified  any  exhibit — those  four  here 
which  he  speaks  of. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 
Q.  Have  ycm  made  such  examinati(m  or  sufficient  examination  of 
any  other  of  those  papers  except  ''  C  1,''  "  C  2,''  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4  " 
that  you  can  identify  any  others  than  those  four  papers  as  havinjr 
been  made  on  that  one  machine? — A.  No,  sir.  I  identified  those  four 
papers,  as  I  had  selected  them  tentatively.  There  were  a  lot  at  that 
time,  because  I  had  spent  some  time — two  days — in  arriving  even  at 
that  tentative  opinion,  and  then  I  took  them  and  have  done  what 

1  produced  before  you  gentlemen  to-day.  Xow,  if  these  same  pai>ers 
were  put  into  my  hands  I  can  not  carry  Uiem  in  my  mind's  eye:  it 
is  impossible.  I^  I  am  given  the  time,  it  will,  maybe,  be  two  or  thret* 
days.  I  will  sit  down  and  do  it.  I  may  not  be  able  to  do  it  even  in 
that  time.  I  do  not  think  the  conunittee  wants 'offliand  opinion?: 
you  want  a  positive  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  Thus  far  you  have  not  investigated  any  others  than  tho^e 
"  a  " — A.  That  is  as  far  as  I  have  gone.  I  took  those  four  **('" 
exhibits,  and  those  I  have  passed  on. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  half  past 

2  o'clock. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2.30  p.  m.) 

AFTER  RECESS. 

The  committee  met  at  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  pursuant  to  the  takimr 
of  recess. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present  except  Mr.  Broussanl. 

TESTIMONY  OF  WILLIAM  J.  KINSLEY. 

William  J.  KixsLEv,j3eing  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examine<l. 
testified  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  your  name  and  residence? — A.  William  .1. 
Kinsley;  office,  Xew  Y(U'k;  residence,  Xutley,  X.  J. 

Q.  Whereabouts  in  Xew  York  is  your  office  ? — A.  24r)  Broadway. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession.  A.  I  am  an  examiner  of  questioned 
documents — handwriting,  typewriting,  ink,  and  paper. 

Q.  In  a  general  way  I  would  like  to  ask  you — ^you  have  been  iv- 
ferred  to  us  as  an  expert,  and,  in  order  to  get  the  matter  on  rtn^onl, 
I  would  like  you  to  state  any  important  cases  you  have  l)een  con- 
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cerned  with,  and  what  experience  you  have  had.  How  long  has  that 
been  your  occupation? — A.  For  twenty -three  years  I  have  been  a  pro- 
fessional penman,  and  for  about  twenty  years  in  the  time  I  have 
given  particular  attention  to  questions  involved  in  disputed  instru- 
ments, and  for  fourteen  years  I  have  been  testifjnng  in  courts  of  law 
and  investigations  in  regard  to  disputed  instruments,  and  for  ten 
years  or  so  I  have  made  a  special  study  of  typewriting;  and  in  that 
time  I  have  had  818  cases,  in  27  States  of  the  United  States  arid 
Canada,  extending  south  as  far  as  New  Orleans  and  as  far  west  as 
San  Francisco. 

Q.  Have  you  written  any  works  on  the  subject? — A.  I  have  writ- 
ten a  number  of  pamphlets  and  contributed  to  our  own  magazine,  the 
Penman's  Art  Journal,  a  journal  which  I  edited  for  seven  years,  and 
also  wrote  a  few  chapters  for  Ames  on  "  Forgery." 

Q.  From  what  institution  of  learning  did  jou  graduate,  if  any  ? — 
A. -I  took  a  professional  penmanship  course  in  the  Providence,  R.  I., 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  and  a  normal  course  in  pen- 
manship under  H.  W.  Flickinger,  of  Philadelphia,  author  of  the 
Barnes  National  System  of  Penmanship. 

Q.  Have  you  written  articles  for  magazines  on  the  subject? — A, 
I  have  written  for  other  magazines,  our  own  magazine,  also  have 
given  some  lectures  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Have  you  been  employed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  its  officials  in  any  matters? — A.  I  have  been  era- 
ployed  by  the  United  States  district  attorney  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  and  other  places.  I  testified  in  the  United  States  court  in 
New  York  on  Thursday  of  this  week  in  a  case  involving  both  type- 
writing and  handwriting. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  those  who  testified  in  the  Molineux  case  in  New 
York? — A,  Yes,  I  testified  in  the  Molineux  case,  and  in  about  twenty 
murder  cases  in  different  States. 

Q.  How  lately  have  you  testified  in  any  typewriting  case? — ^A.  On 
Thursday  of  this  week,  in  the  United  States  court  of  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  New  York. 

Q.  What  case  was  that? — A.  The  case  of  the  United  States  v. 
O'Connor,  McT^ean,  and  others. 

Q.  I  will  ask  in  a  general  way  how  the  identity  or  nonidentity  of 
typewriting  is  established  ? — A.  First,  by  the  design  of  the  type  let- 
ters themselves. 

Q.  I  mean  not  any  general  plan,  but  by  yourself;  how  do  you  do 
it?— A.  That  is  how  I  do  it.  First,  by  ari  examination  of  the  design 
in  the  lettei-s  themselves.  By  a  process  of  elimination.  Of  course, 
we  would  omit  from  consideration,  after  we  had  discovered  it,  any 
machine  having  any  type  form  different  from  the  form  used  in  the 
instrument  under  consideration.  For  example,  if  we  were  examining 
the  Remington  typewriter,  and  we  found  the  specimen  ot  writing  sub- 
mitted was  written  on  some  other  make  of  machine,  obviously  that 
would  have  to  be  removed  from  further  consideration.  If  any  par- 
ticular letter  should  differ  from  the  type  under  consideration,  no  mat- 
ter how  many  other  letters  we  had  found  that  were  the  same  in  de- 
sign, that  one  letter  in  itself  would  eliminate  that  particular  make  of 
machine  from  further  consideration.  So,  first  of  all,  is  the  design  of 
the  type,  and  every  letter  and  figure  and  mark  in  that  design  must  be 
the  same  to  keep  it  from  being  eliminated  from  considei:ation.    Next, 
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one  of  the  other  things  to  be  considered  would  be  the  inequalities  in 
the  type  impressions,  whether  or  not  the  letters  are,  as  is  said  of  print- 
er's type,  "on"  or  "off  their  feet" — whether  the  impressions  are 
heavy  at  the  top  or  bottom,  or  left  or  right,  or  light  at  the  top  or  bot- 
tom, or  left  or  right,  or  whether  the  impressions  are  equal — and  then 
all  the  way  through  the  different  parts  of  the  letter.  Third,  we 
would  consider  the  spacing,  that  is  the  space  left  to  right  and  up 
or  down.  Of  course,  each  letter  in  typewriting  is  spaced  both  ways, 
different  from  what  it  is  in  print,  because  there  they  have  the  little 
spaces  and  slugs  to  space  laterally.  But  in  typewriting  each  letter 
has  the  same  space.  The  alig^nment  of  the  machine  is  supposed  to 
be  correct  at  the  start,  but  it  is  not  always,  and  we  have  variations 
from  that  of  letters  spaced  too  far  to  the  right  or  to  the  left;  also 
they  are  lifted  too  much,  or  they  drop  down  too  low.  So  we  have  all 
four  thinj^  to  consider  in  the  matter  of  spacing.  Then  we  have  a 
fourth  thing,  the  matter  of  slant,  that  is  the  variation  from  vertical- 
ity,  whether  to  the  left  or  right.  Then  we  have  in  addition  to  that  a 
firth  one,  defects  either  in  the  original  manufacture  or  through  wear 
or  through  accidents. 

So  each  of  the  letters  must  be  considered  in  its  relation  to  all  the 
other  letters,  in  all  these  different  things.  Any  specimen  of  type- 
writing to  be  connected  with  any  machine  must  be  found  alike  in  all 
of  these,  starting  with  the  design,  taking  into  consideration  the  ine- 
qualities of  impression,  variation  in  the  spacing,  left  or  right  or  up 
or  down,  sometimes  to  the  left  or  right  of  verticality,  and  any  defect 
in  the  type  faces  themselves,  and  by  these  means  we  are  enabled  to 
identify  a  specimen  from  any  machine  and  connect  or  fail  to  connect 
with  any  omer  given  specimen.  In  other  words,  to  see  whether  or 
not  two  specimens  are  the  product  of  one  and  the  same  typewriting 
machine. 

Q.  If  I  correctly  understand  you,  you  said  at  the  outset  that  you 
attempted  in  the  first  place  to  distinguish  between  the  different  makes 
of  machines  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  from  seeing  a  specimen  of  ^pewriting  the  make  of 
the  machine,  whether  it  is  a  Kemington  or  Underwood,  or  whatever 
the  other  names  are? — A.  I  can  with  the  majority  of  the  standard 
machines,  when  I  have  my  test  specimens  at  hand  for  comparison. 
For  example,  I  have  collected  specimens  of  typewriting  of  the  differ- 
ent makes  of  machines,  and  all  different  machines  and  faces  of  type 
that  they  have  put  on  the  market.  .  And  several  of  the  principal  makes 
have  certain  little  peculiarities  that  we  have  committed  to  memory, 
and  can  identify  the  type  in  that  way. 

Q.  When  you  have  determined  a  certain  document  in  typewriting 
has  been  typewritten  on  the  same  machine,  say,  for  instance,  a  Kem- 
ington, can  you  then  determine  as  between  two  or  three  or  more  speci- 
mens of  typcfwriting  whether  more  than  one  of  them  were  written 
upon  the  same  identical  machine? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  I  mean,  not  the  make  of  machine^  but  the  instrument 
itself. — A,  The  same  identical  typewriting  machine,  yes;  and  through 
the  five  means  that  I  have  just  specified,  that  they  must  have  the  same 
identical  design  in  type,  for  the  reason  that  even  the  Bemington  and 
Smith  Premier  and  the  others  from  time  to  time  have  made  modifica- 
tions in  the  design  of  their  type,  and  of  course  they  have  made  many 
machines  with  each  of  those  modifications;  so  that  would  only  be  a 
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partial  eUmination  or  a  partial  identification.  But,  taking  up  the 
other  things,  the  slant,  and  the  spacing,  and  the  inequalities  of  impres- 
sions, and  also  the  little  defects  in  the  letters,  the  alignment,  all  con- 
sidered, would  enable  you  to  identify  two  pieces  of  typewriting  and 
to  connect  or  fail  to  connect  those  as  having  been  the  product  or  not 
of  the  same  machines. 

Q.  Why  is  that  all  the  machines  of  the  same  nuinufacturer.  the  same 
maker,  do  not  make  the  same  impression  on  the  paper?  Take,  for 
instance,  a  Kemington  or  an  Underwood,  why  would  not  all  the  Rem- 
ingtons of  the  same  date  make  the  same  print  on  the  paper,  the  same 
letters,  the  same  slant,  the  same  everything? — A.  Of  course  these 
machines,  while  they  are  largely  machine  made,  they  are  subject  to 
the  limitations  of  human  skill,  and  as  they  leave  the  factory  they  are 
presumably  aligned  absolutely  accurate,  but  as  a  matter  oi  fact  they 
are  not  aligned  absolutely  accurate.  You  can  take  many  new  ma- 
chines, not  all,  but  many  of  them,  that  are  not  aligned  properly,  and 
if  a  glass  spacer  is  put  on  the  product,  a  piece  of  writing  from  anyone 
of  these  machines,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  of  the  letters  are  a  little 
too  high  and  some  of  them  are  a  little  too  low,  others  too  far  to  the 
left  and  others  too  far  to  the  right  and  there  are  inherent  defects  even 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  type  themselves  at  times.  Sometimes  that 
is  only  microscopical. 

Q.  In  a  newspaper  the  alignment  is  perfect  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  isn't  it  in  a  typewriter  ? — A.  In  a  newspaper  they  have  a 
rule,  and  if  the  rule  is  straight,  the  type  is  set  in  that  space  and  that 
aligns  it.  Of  course,  iii  having  a  stereotype  made  from  that  or  an 
electrotype  the  newspaper  alignment  is  not  correct,  we  have  all  seen 
that  in  a  typewriter,  in  machines  like  the  Remington  and  Under- 
wood and  Smith  and  some  others,  the  type  is  fastened  to  an  arm  vary- 
ing in  length  according  to  the  position  in  which  it  is  fastened  on  the 
niachine,  and  the  key  is  pressed  down  connecting  with  that  arm,  caus- 
ing the  arm  to  move  and  the  type  to  strike  the  paper,  which  is  put  on  a 
platen.  An  accident,  or  two  types  striking  at  the  same  time,  might 
bend  that  arm  or  twist  the  type  in  a  certain  wa}-  so  as  to  after  that 
cause  the  type  to  be  slightly  out  of  position,  and  that  would  indicate 
after  that  a  malalignment.  So  that  at  the  very  start  we  may  have 
defects  in  the  letters,  we  may  have  defects  in  the  alignment  of  a  new 
niachine,  and  the  wear,  the  use  of  the  machine,  accidents  to  the 
machine,  will  cause  further  defects  to  appear  in  the  type  and  the 
alignment,  so  that  the  longer  that  it  is  used  the  more  chances  creep 
in  for  identification  in  those  particulars.  In  the  Bertillon  system 
we  use  a  general  description  of  an  individual  and  eleven  measure- 
ments of  the  human  frame  to  identif\^  the  whole  human  race,  and 
j^ix  or  seven  quite  marked  characteristics 

Q.  Do  3'ou  mean  to  identify  the  whole  race  or  certain  specimens 
of  the  race? — A.  Well,  to  differentiate  the  individual  from  the  rest 
of  the  human  race  would  be  the  better  way  to  express  it.  Of  course 
they  tend  to  determine  the  characteristics  of  the  whole  human  race. 
Six  or  seven  characteristic  and  plainly  marked  featui-es  in  typewrit- 
ing would  probably  be  sufficient,  if  taken  in  combination,  to  identify 
ftuy  given  piece  of  typewriting,  because  we  take  into  consideration 
not  only  the  maladjustment,  the  malalignment,  and  the  broken  let- 
ters, but  we  must  take  into  consideration  all  the  well-aligned  letters 
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and  the  perfect  letters  as  well,  and  those  perfect  letters  or  sul>stan- 
tially  perfect  letters  must  be  the  same  ones  m  l)oth  specimens.  So  we 
"have  twenty-six  small  letters  and  twenty-six-  capital  letters,  and  the 
digits  and  also  the  marks,  and  they  must  be  taken  in  the  relation 
one  to  the  other.  The  law  of  probabilities  or  geometric  progres- 
sion, which  can  be  used  to  figure  the  probability  of  separate  events 
concurriro:,  can  be  applied  here.  Professor  Peirce,  in  Ilarvard,  said. 
in  testifying  in  the  Sylvia  Ann  IJowland  case,  that  it  was  "  one  of 
those  least  things  of  which  science  takes  into  account,"  referrin<^  to 
probability  of  tliirteen  separate  events  concurring.  That  is.  it  is  a 
remote  possibility,  which  would  l>e  so  remote  that  it  would  hardly 
be  worthy  of  consideration  at  all. 

In  comparing  two  specimens  of  tywwriting  we  must  find  where 
letters  are  substantially  perfect  in  outline  as  well  as  those  impjerfect. 
First,  letters  must  be  of  the  same  design,  substantially  perfect  in  out- 
line. The  impression  must  be  substantially  perfect,  and  suppose  it 
is  a  perfect  letter,  another  specimen  must  have  the  same  letter  per- 
fect as  it  is  in  the  first  specimen.  The  next  letter  may  have  too  heaxy 
an  impression  at  the  top,  too  light  at  the  base,  and  the  third  letter 
will  probably  have  a  little  break  in  it,  a  small  dent  in  the  type  itself, 
causing  it  to  leave  an  open  space ;  and  the  fourth  letter  will  be  too 
high;  and  the  fifth  letter  too  lowT  The  sixth  letter  slants  to  the 
right  and  the  seventh  slants  to  the  left.  The  same  letters  must  in 
both  specimens  of  writing  coincide — ^they  must  have  coincident  char- 
acteristics, and  be  normalor  depart  from  normal  in  the  same  manner. 
That  unites  those  two  specimens  so  as  to  take  them  out  of  the  realm 
of  probability  or  even  possibility  of  being  mistaken  and  reduces  it 
to  the  question  of  mathematics — making  it  a  mathematical  demon- 
stration. It  is  something  that  can  be  figured  out  mathematically  in 
the  law  of  geometric  progression. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Kinsley,  I  will  show  you  the  papers  which  have  been 
identified  here  as  Exhibits  "  CI,"  "  C2,'^  "  C3,'*  and  "  C4."  I  have 
put  them  on  top  here  and  I  will  ask  you. first  two  general  questions. 
We  understand,  then,  that  from  an  investigation  of  a  specimen  of 
typewriting  you  can  determine  the  make  of  the  machine  upon  which 
it  was  written? — A.  Yes;  except  that  there  might  be  some  new  ma- 
chine put  on  the  market  of  which  I  did  not  have  a  specimen. 

Q.  Standard  machines? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then,  having  determined  the  make  of  the  machine,  as  to 
whether  a  Remington,  Underwood,  Smith-Premier,  or  other  make, 
having  determined  the  make  of  the  machine,  the  manufacture  of  the 
machine,  can  you,  as  between  several  specimens  of  typewriting,  tell 
v^hich  ones  were  written  upon  the  same  make  of  machine? — A.  1 
can.  I  would  like  to  state  here,  in  explanation  of  the  manu- 
facture, the  Remington  and  Monarch  typewriters  had  the  same  iden- 
tical masj;er  type  for  a  while,  and  they  are  now  making  changes  so  as 
to  enable  identification  to  be  made.  Whei^e  the  same  master  type  was 
used,  of  course,  you  could  not  tell  the  difference  between  two  makes 
of  machines.  Between  the  Remington,  Smith  Premier,  and  Under- 
wood it  is  a  matter  of  absolute  certainty. 

Q.  Any  other  type? — ^A.  L.  C.  Smith. 

Q,  Can  you  tea  between  the  L.  C.  Smith  and  the  Premier?— A. 
Yes ;  you  can  tell  that. 
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Q.  I  can  not.  Can  vou? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  can  tell  that;  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  size  of  the  type  and  a  slight  difference  in  the  design. 

Q.  I  submit  to  you  those  four  exhibits,  "Cl,'^  ^'02/'  ^'C3,"  and 
"C^,"'  and  ask  if  you  have  made  such  investigation  of  them  as  that 
vou  can  tell  us  upon  what  make  of  typewriter  they  were  written. — ^A. 
Ves. 

Q.  Were  they  all  written  upon  the  same  make  of  typewriter? — A. 
They  were. 

Q.  What  was  the  make  of  typewriter  ?-«-A.  Smith-Premier  ma- 
chine. 

Q.  Can  you  positively  say  they  were  uiade  upon  the  Smith-Premier 
and  not  upon  the  L.  C.  Smith  machine? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  upon  the  Underwood? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  not  on  the  Remington? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  Monarch  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  they  were  wi'itten  upon  a  machine — I 
don't  know  what  you  call  them,  overshot  or  undershot — I  mean  can 
you  see,  as  the  machine  writes,  what  it  is  writing? — A.  You  can  not 
see  on  the  Smith-Premier. 

Q.  I  think  it  has  been  described  as  visible  and  invisible. — A.  It  is 
not  a  visible  writing  machine.  It  is  one  of  the  few^  machines  that 
has  a  type  arm  or  bar  for  each  character.  For  example,  the  Reming- 
ton has  both  capital  and  small  letter  on  the  same  arm ;  you  use  a  shift 
key,  depressing  to  throw  up  the  capital. 

Q.  That  is,  you  make  a  capital  "  R  ''  on  the  same  arm  that  holds 
the  small  "r"?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  does  the  operator  make  the  capital  "  R  "  ? — A.  With  what 
is  called  a  shift  key.  One  key  that  they  depress  with  one  hand  and 
strike  the  letter  they  want  with  the  other. 

Q.  Holds  the  blank  key  dow^n  and  strikes  the  other  to  make  the 
capital? — A.  Yes.  That  is  one  means  of  identifying  a  Remington 
machine,  because,  in  substantially  every  case — there  are  some  excep- 
tions, but  substantially  every  case — where  the  capital  "  R  "  is  out  of 
ftli^ment  the  small  "r''  would  be  out  of  alignment,  too,  being 
lexated  on  the  same  type  arm  with  the  capital. 

Q.  You  say  that  these  four  exhibits  were  all  written  on  the  Smith- 
Premier  typewriter  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  now  tell  me  how  many  of  them,  those  four  papers,  were 
written  upon  the  same  identical  Smith-Premier  machine? — A.  I 
think  all  of  them  were  written  on  the  Smith  machine — Exhibits  C 
"l."'"2,''^SV'and"4.-' 

Q.  You  think  they  were  all  not  only  written  upon  the  same  make 
machine,  but  upon  the  same  identical  machine? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  will  hand  you  what  we  have  come  to  know  as  the  anonymous 
letter  on  the  Postal  Telegraph  blank  and  ask  you  if  you  have  made 
such  examination  as  will  enable  you  to  say  what  make  of  machine 
that  was  written  on  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Upon  what  make  of  machine  was  it  written^ — A.  In  my 
opinion  it  was  upon  the  Smith  Premier  machine. 

Q.  Have  you  made  s»ich  investigation  as  will  enal)le  you  to  say 
whether  it  was  or  was  not  written  upon  the  san)e  identical  Smith 
Premier  machine  as  Exhibit  "C  1,"  "C  2.'^  'C  ^r  and  '' C  4?']— 
A.  In  my  opinion  it  was  written  on  one  and  the  same  identical  Smith 
Premier  machine. 
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Q.  I  hand  you  what  is  known  as  the  anonymous  letter  on  the  Xew 
Willard  paper  and  ask  you  if  you  have  made  such  examination  as 
will  enable  you  to  say  upon  what  make  of  typewriter  that  was  writ- 
ten?— A.  On  the  same  make  of  typewriter.  Smith  Premier. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  or  not  that  New  Willard  letter  was  writ- 
ten upon  the  same  identical  typewriting  machine  as  the  unsigned 
conmiunication  upon  the  Postal  Telegraph  blank? — A.  In  mr 
opinion  it  was. 

Q.  Then  was  it  or  was  it  not  written  upon  the  same  identical  ma- 
chine as  the  four  Exhibits  *'  C  1,"  "  C  2,^'  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4!"— A. 
In  my  opinion  it  was. 

.  Q.  Can  you  tell  us  any  more  fully  than  you  have  done  what  leads 
you  to  that  conclusion? — A.  I  have  made  a  study  of  the  Exhibits 
C  "  1,"  '*  2,"  "  3,"  and  "  4,"  and  also  Exhibit  No.  101  Mr.  Carvalho 
used  for  the  purposes  of  comparison.  I  have  put  in  quite  a  little 
while,  and  I  am  not  all  througli  making  comparisons  yet,  but  as  far 
as  I  have  gone  I  have  found  65  coincident  identities  in  the  two  sets 
of  writing,  one  of  these  I  denominated  the  standards:  that  is.  Ex- 
hibits C  "  1,"  "  2,"  "  3,"  and  "  4,"  and  the  two  anonymous  communi- 
cations I  have  referred  to  as  the  questioned.  A  comparison  lietween 
the  same  letters  in  the  two  sets  of  exhibits,  keeping  in  mind  the  five 
means  of  investigation  that  I  have  outlined  at  the  start,  beginning 
with  design,  taking  up  inequality  of  impression,  spacel,  slant,  and 
defects  in  type,  have  given  these  65  coincident  characteristics.  I 
found,  for  example,  in  the  capitals  the  "  F  "  is  low,  has  a  hea\T  top 
and  heavy  again  at  the  base.  There  are  really  three  identifications 
in  that  one  letter,  a  heavy  top.  a  heavy  base,  and  it  is  also  low. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  low? — A.  Low,  considering  a  perfect 
alignment,  taking  a  base  line. 

Q.  What  paper  is  that  you  have  in  your  hand? — ^A.  This  is  the 
Willard  Hotel  anonymous'communication.  It  shows  that  the  '*F'- 
stands  below  the  proper  alignment  for  the  balance  of  the  line.  At 
the  same  time  it  will  l)e  noticed  that  the  "  O  "  is  above  that  alism- 
ment.  When  the  two  letters  come  together  it  is  quite  marked,  tKey 
look  farther  apart  than  they  actually  are,  because  the  "  F  "  is  too 
low  and  the  "  O  "  too  high,  and  then  the  "  O  "  is  heavy  at  the  top 
and  at  the  bottom  and  on  the  right  side,  whereas  the  left  side  of  that 
"  O  "  is  rather  liorht.  Now,  these  points,  all  of  .them,  are  found  in  the 
two  sets  of  exhibits  in  the  stanaards  and  in  the  anonymous  com- 
munications. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  standards? — A.  i^xhibits  *'C  1.'' 
"  C  2,"  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4." 

Q.  Is  this  "  C  1  ?"— A.  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  "  C  3,"  and  "  C  4  ^'  I  call 
the  standard  exhibits;  because  this  work  of  course  is  done  by  com- 
parison— by  comparing  a  questioned  writino:  with  some  otheri  and 
the  others  are  what  are  called  standard  writing  in  that  case. 

Q.  Now,  what  is  the  other  paper  you  hold  in  your  hand,  you  i-e- 
ferred  to  four  of  them? — A.  They  are  Exhibit  \01,  the  sheet  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Carvalh(».  where  the  clipped  words  and  letters  and 
parts  of  sentences  taken  from  the  anonymous  Willard  Hotel  letter 
and  Exhibits  "  C  1/'  ''  C  2,*'  ^'  C  K'  and  "  C  4.'^ 

Q.  I  merely  wanted  to  identify  them  on  the  record. — A.  In  the 
"  O  "  we  have' the  location  too  hij^h;  we  have  made  a  heavy  top,  heavy 
base,  heavy  on  the  right  and  light  on  the  left.     Now,  if  in  one  of 
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the  known  standards  we  should  find  the  "  O,"  for  example,  too  low, 
that  one  peculiarity  of  course  if  it  was  repeated  and  was  shown  to 
be  constant  would  eliminate  this  whole  matter  from  further  com- 
parison unless  machines  had  been  adjusted  or  time  had  elapsed; 
and  if  the  letter  was  heavy  on  the  left  side,  reversed  from  what  it 
is,  it  would  eliminate  it  from  further  comparison,  with  some  ex- 
ceptions. So  we  have  three  or  four  identities  in  some  particular 
letter;  and  in  the  same  other  letter  in  the  other  specimen  they  must 
be  coincident — ^they  must  be  found  in  the  standards  and  in  the  dis- 
puted. Then  agam  when  we  find  a  letter  that  is  perfect,  or  sub- 
stantially perfect,  so  far  as  its  type  face,  impression,  and  outline 
are  concerned,  we  must  find  that  same  letter  in  the  same  condition 
in  the  other  set  of  exhibits.  So  it  is  a  constant  comparison — ^the 
failure  to  identify  or  connect  any  one  of  which  would  eliminate 
from  further  consideration  the  papers  under  dispute.  So  that  that 
takes  the  matter  really  out  ot  opinion  evidence  and  reduces  the 
question  to  a  physical  ract  that  can  be  mathematically  figured  out. 

In  the  capital"  R  "  the  little  horizontal  strokes  at  the  bottom  are 
really  not  horizontal,  but  slant  a  little  to  the  right. 

Q.  Are  you  now  on  the  "  R  "  in  the  word  ^FOR?"— A.  Yes;  or 
wherever  it  occurs  it  just  runs  downhill  very  slightly;  it  has  not  a 
marked  effect.  In  the  capital  "  N  "  in  the  first  downstroke  there 
is  a  slight  break  in  the  line,  or  not  a  break  in  the  continuity,  but  a 
little  bulging  toward  the  left.  The  line  is  not  absolutely  straight. 
That  is  found  in  both  standards  and  anonymous.  The  capital  "  C  " 
has  a  heavy  top,  it  is  low,  the  lower  part  is  light,  the  lower  part  has 
a  too  narrow  appearance.  It  is  not  a  well-proportioned  oval  in  the 
lower  part.  The  capital  "  A  "  is  slightly  too  low.  The  capital  "  I  '^ 
is  heavy,  is  low,  and  slants  to  the  left. 

Q.  What  letter  is  that  that  slants  to  the  left?— A.  Capital  "I." 

Q.  That  depends  upon  whether  you  read  up  or  down,  as  I  look  at 
it;  if  you  start  from  the  base  up  it  leans  which  way? — A.  To  the  left 
of  vertical. 

Q.  That  is,  looking  from  the  base  upward? — A.  Yes,  that  is  the 
wav  we  determine. 

0.  Go  back  a  minute  to  the  ''  A."  It  strikes  me  that  the  "  A  "  in 
"  Cannichael "  is  lighter  all  around  than  the  "  A  "  in  "  Chairman." — 
A.  That  is  true ;  that  is  accounted  for  in  two  ways.  The  "  A  "  in 
]*  Cannichael  "  is  an  original  printed  from  a  ribbon,  while  the  "  A  " 
in  "  Chairman  "  in  the  one  below  is  printed  from  a  carbon,  and 
furthermore,  there  is  a  difference  in  the  photograph,  and  that  is 
determined  by  noticing  the  difference  ill  the  paper  itself  which 
surrounds  the  words  "  Carmichael  "  and  "  Chairman."  The  photo- 
graphs are  what  is  known  as  "  developed  "  prints ;  put  in  a  tray  and 
developing  chemicals  poured  over,  and  at  a  certain  period  the  op- 
erator is  supposed  to  take  them  out.  Sometimes  they  are  slightly 
overprinted. 

Q.  Overdone? — ^A.  Overdone,  and  that  brings  out  strongly  the 
marks  on  them,  in  this  case  the  typewriting  and  also  the  background. 
You  have  a  chance  to  discover  the  proportions  between  typewriting 
and  bacl^round  in  the  photograph  itself. 

Q.  Is  not  the  "  A  "  in  the  last  syllable  in  "  Chairman,"  is  not  that 
lighter  than  the  first  "A"  in  the  first  syllable?— A.  Yes;  but  both 
or  them  are  more  filled  up  than  the  "A's"  above  in  the  "Car- 
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michael."  But  if  the  balance  of  the  "A's  "  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
same  Ei^hibits  C  "  1,"  "  2,"  ''  3,"  and  "  4,"  are  taken  as  a  whole  it 
will  be  found  that  they  average  better  than  the  "  A's  "in  -  Mn 
Chairman." 

Q.  Heavier  or  a  little  lighter? — A.  Lighter  and  more  open. 

Q.  Would  a  harder  or  a  lighter  stroke  by  the  operator  produce  a 
heavier  or  lighter  or  darker  letters? — A.  Yes,  in  both  cases.  A  dif- 
ferent ribbon  in  one  case  and  different  carbon  in  the  other  would 
serve  to  make  a  difference.  Another  reason,  the  capital  "  I,"  I  think, 
is  so  heavy,  it  serves  a  double  purpose ;  it  is  used  as  a  capital  "  I "  or 
figure  "  1,"  which  is  somewhat  unusual.  I  found  it  before  in  other 
operators'  w^riting,  but  it  is  extremely  unusual. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  it?— A.  In  Exhibits  C  "  1,"  "  2,"  "  3,"  and 
"  4,"  where  there  are  a  number  on  the  left-hand  margin.  You  will 
find  capital  "  I "  has  been  used  all  the  way  through  for  the  figure 
"  1."  The  makers  of  the  machine  intended  the  small  "  1 "  to  be  used 
as  the  figure  "  1,"  and  it  is  so  used  probably  by  a  great  preponder- 
ance of  writers.  And  this  instance  is  some  little  indication  connect- 
ing the  two  writings,  being  the  product  of  the  same  operator— just 
one  indication  of  that. 

Q.  In  the  New  Willard  letter  there  is  no  figure  "  1 "  that  I  see.— 
A.  But  in  the  telegram  refers  to  that  $1,475,296.60,  and  there  we 
have  the  figure  "  1  '^or  have  the  capital  "  I  "  used  as  the  figure  "  1." 

Q.  Where  eke  does  that  appear? — A.  That  does  not  appear  in  the 
questioned  writings  in  any  other  place,  because  that  is  the  only  figure 
where  that  occurs,  but  in  the  standard  writings. 

Q.  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  ''  C  3,"  and  ^'  C  4?  "—A.  It  occurs  dozens  of 
times,  I  should  say.  I  will  not  say  dozens,  but  it  occurs  a  large  num- 
ber of  times,  showing  that  it  was  the  habit  of  the  writer  of  the  stan- 
dards to  use  the  capital  "  I  "  for  the  figure  "1." 

Q.  Suppose  instead  of  the  standards  ypu  say  "  C,"  because  you  use 
standards  in  reference  to  the  make  of  typewriters.  Say  "  C  1,'  C  2  " 
"  C  3,"  and  "  C  4,"  and  then  we  will  know  what  you 'mean. — A.  Ail 
right.  Then  capital  "  S  "  is  low,  slants  slightly  to  the  right.  The 
capital  "  T  "  is  a  trifle  low. 

Q.  Where  is  the  capital  "  S  "  on  chart  No.  101  ? — A.  It  occurs  in 
"State  Senator,"  the  bottom,  to  the  left,  and  "  Secretary ;"  there  are 
three  of  them  from  the  New  Willard  letter  and  four  of  them  from 
"CI"  and  "  2  "  and  "  3  "  exhibits. 

Q.  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  and  "  C  3  ?  "—A.  "  C  1,"  "  C  2,"  and  "  C  3."  The 
"  D  "  slants  slightly  to  the  right,  is  low.  The  "  H,"  which  slants 
slightlv  to  the  left  and  is  lighter  on  the  left  side  and  is  above  base 
of  the*^  capital  "A"  following.  "E"  is  rather  light.  The  small 
"  b  "  has  a  very  distinct  and  identifying  slant  to  the  left ;  the  oval 
is  heavy ;  the  oval  is  also  misshapen  somewhat.  Everything  that  I 
have  mentioned  as  stated  to  be  coincident  that  is  found  in  w)th  sets 
of  exhibits  "  C  1,"  "  2,"  "  3,"  and  "  4  "  and  the  telegram  and  New 
Willard  letter,  one  of  both  of  those.  I  won't  stop  to  point  out  the 
line. 

Q.  Ijet  me  understand  you  there  where  you  say  "  one  or  both." 
You  mean  if  it  does  not  occur  in  those  it  is  because  the  word  is. not 
to  be  found  in  both.  Do  you  mean  the  word  appears  differently  in 
the  two  ? — A.  It  means  that  I  can  not  find  that  letter  in  both  ex- 
hibits.    Sometimes  the  letter  appears  in  one  exhibit,  sometimes  both 
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exhibits,  exhibits  referring  to  New  Willard  letter  and  the  telegram. 
The  small  "'  c  '■  slants  to  the  left ;  it  is  low  and  rather  heavy.  The 
^  d,-'  the  small  "  d,"  the  left  side  of  the  oval  is  light,  top  is  heavy ; 
hab  a  slight  slant  to  the  right.  The  "  e  "  is  too  hi^h,  the  bottom  a 
little  lighter  than  the  upper  part.  The  small  "  1 "  is  a  little  heavy. 
The  "  o  "  is  too  high.  "  r  "  slants  to  the  right ;  it  is  low  and  heavy. 
Tlic  *'  s ''  slants  to  the  right  and  is  also  quite  heavy.  The  figures, 
the  one  I  have  I'eferred  to  is  the  capital  "  I,"  too  low,  heavy,  and 
slants  to  the  left;  the  "  2  "  slants  to  the  right;  the  "  4  "  slante'to  the 
left,  and  is  also  a  little  low ;  the  "  6  "  slants  to  the  left  and  is  high ; 
the  "  7  "  is  high  and  heavy ;  the  "  0  "  high  and  heavy  on  the  right- 
hand  side. 

Q.  Now,  in  what  one  or  more  papers  do  those  eccentricities 
occur? — A.  Leave  the  "  5  "  out,  because  that  does  not  occur  in  the 
question. 

Q.  What  question?  We  want  to  get  it  on  the  record. — A.  I  am 
talking  about  the  figure« 

Q.  In  what  paper? — A.  These  figures  occur  only  in  the  telegram, 
and  the  figures  that  are  in  the  telegram  are  the  1,  2,  4,  6,  7,  9,  and  0. 
By  mistake  I  included  the  "  5,"  which  I  should  not  have  put  in. 

Q.  Where  else  do  those  figures  occur,  if  at  all? — ^A.  All  through 
^  CI,"  "  C2,"  "  C3,"  and  "  St." 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  those  peculiarities  to  which  you  refer  are 
coincident  in  the  telegram  and  in  the  Exhibits  "  CI  "  to  "  C4?  "-^A. 
"Cl,"  '*  2,"  "  3,"  and  ^4."  As  I  said  at  the  outset,  I  have  so  far  dis- 
covered coincident  characteristics  in  regard  to  these  various  features 
just  as  it  varies  from  the  normal,  not  taking  into  account  those  fea- 
tures that  are  normal,  just  taking  the  abnormalities,  65  variations 
that  are  coincident  in  the  two  sets  of  writings,  the  telegram  and  the 
New  Willard  letter  on  the  one  hand  and  on  the  other  "  CI,"  "  2,"  "3," 
and  "'  4,"  and  this  would  render  it,  in  my  opinion,  a  mathematical 
certainty,  practically  so,  that  these  two  sets  of  writings  were  done 
on  one  and  the  same  typewriting  machine,  and  those  are  the  reasons 
for  arriving  at  this  conclusion. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Stevens,  do  you  wish  to  ask  any  questions? 

ilr.  Stevens.  No. 

The  Chairman  .  Mr.  Howard,  do  you  wish  to  ask  any  questions? 

Mr.  Howard.  No. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anyone  else  present,  either  in  person  or 
by  counsel,  who  wishes  to  ask  the  witness  any  questions? 

I  will  call  Mr.  Osborn. 

TESTIMONY  OF  ALBEET  S.  OSBOEN. 

Albert  S.  Osborn,  upon  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  exam- 
ined, testified  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted:  , 

Q.  Mr.  Osborn,  will  you  give  your  name  to  the  clerk;  have  you 
done  so? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  where  you  live  ? — A.  I  live  in  Rochester,  in  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? — A.  About  twenty-six  years. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  business  during  that  period  ? — A,  Teacher 
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in  commercial  branches,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years  and  upward 
examiner  of  questioned  documents  and  disputed  papers  of  various 
kinds. 

Q.  What  questions  have  you  investigated  in  connection  with  such 
inquiries? — A.  Questions  relating  to  disputed  handwritings,  and  also 
questions  relating  to  disputed  typewritings  and  some  other  questions 
as  to  the  sequence  of  crossed  lines,  erasures,  and  ink  and  other  inci- 
dental questions  relating  to  disputed  documents. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  special  study  of  typewriting? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  study  of  it  as  relating  to  any  particular 
machine  or  build  of  them  ? — ^A.  Particularly  relating  to  the  leading 
machines ;  that'  is,  the  Remington  and  the  Smith  Premier.  I  have 
had  occasion  to  give  special  attention  to  those  two  machines  in  con- 
nection with  several  important  inquiries  involving  typewriting  pro- 
duced upon  those  particular  machines. 

Q.  I  nnd  here  upon  my  desk,  upon  the  committee  table,  a  pamphlet 
on  typewriting  as  evidenced  by  Albert  S.  Osbom.  Are  you  the  Mr. 
Osbom? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  the  author  of  that? — ^A.  That  is  a  document  I  gave  to 
the  chairman  last  evening,  being  a  publication  of  articles  printed  in 
various  law  journals  and  The  l^pewriter  and  Photographic  World, 
a  reprint  of  those  articles  just  printed  last  we«k. 

Q.  The  articles  were  written  by  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  find  also  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Typewriting  Expert  Testi- 
mony."— A.  That  is  a  reprint  of  an  article  originafly  appearing  in 
the  Albany  Law  Journal  five  or  six  years  ago. 

Q.  Written  by  yourself? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  some  important  cases  in  which  you  have  been 
employed  as  an  expert? — ^A.  As  to  tyTOwriting? 

Q.  Typewriting  m  particular? — A.  Yes.  I  was  employed  as  ex- 
pert in  tne  case  entitled  Hunt  v.  Peshtigo  Lumber  Company  in  Wis- 
consin, also  a  case  entitled  Gates  t\  Hifes  in  Milwaukee.  Those  are 
both  typewriting  cases  entirely.  The  first  one  involved  the  question 
regarding  the  Smith  Premier  typewriter.  I  also  investigated  the 
subject  of  typewriting  in  the  Rice-Patrick  case  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  in  the  case  entitled  the  Ganiey  investigation,  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  in  an  alleged  bribery  case,  where  the  question  was  whether 
certain  documents  that  were  the  basis  of  tiie  charge  of  bribery — that 
is,  as  to  the  origin  of  those  particular  papers — ^there  were  eleven  dis- 
puted documents  that  ori^nated  in  one  of  the  government  building 
in  Toronto.  I  have  also  investigated  this  typewriting  question  inci- 
dentally in  connection  with  numerous  cases  also  involvmg  tiie  ques- 
tion of  handwriting,  and  recently  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  the  investigation 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  typewriter  of  an  alleged  will  regarding 
which  the  claimant  recently  confessed  and  pleaded  guilty  and  was 
sentenced, 

Q.  Right  there,  was  that  the  case  concerning  which  Mr.  Carvalho 
testified?— A.  It  was  the  same  case. 

Q.  He  testified  that  the  signature,  as  I  understood  it,  was  by  rub- 
ber stamp.  I  tried  to  ask  him  whether  the  body  of  the  paper  was  in 
question  at  all,  the  typewriter  paper,  but  I  do  not  think  he  under- 
stood my  question  and  did  not  answer  distinctly. — A.  After  the  first 
trial  it  was  discovered — that  is,  was  claimed — that  the  document 
was  written  fifteen  months  after  the  death  of  the  testator  in  another 
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city,  and  the  typewriting  machine  upon  which  it  is  alleged  the  docu- 
ment was  written  was  brought  to  Scranton,  also  the  operator,  who 
testified  that  she  wrote  the  paper  fifteen  months  after  the  death  of 
the  testator.  The  inquiry  related  to  a  comparison  of  the  actual  work 
on  this  particular  machine — that  is,  the  writing  of  tliis  particular 
document,  and  a  comparison  of  the  document  in  question  with  the 
same  document  as  rewritten;  also  a  comparison  of  papers  from  this 
particular  typewriter  of  the  alleged  date  of  the  document  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  was  the  special  typewriting  inquiry  at  that  place  and 
time.    That  inquiry  was  regarding  the  Hammond  typewriter. 

Q.  You  found  that  the  will  was  or  was  not  written  on  the  type- 
writer on  which  it  was  said  it  was  written? — ^A.  The  document  was 
undoubtedly  written  upon  the  machine  that  was  brought  from  the 
city  of  Easton,  and  was  unquestionably  the  product  of  that  particu- 
lar typewriting  machine,  not  only  that  particular  kind  of  machine 
but  that  actual  machine. 

Q.  Tt  is  perhaps  not  important  here,  but  how  did  you  know  that 
that  was  not  a  genuine  will;  how  did  that  establish  that  fact? — ^A.  It 
was  written  fifteen  months  after  the  death  of  the  testator. 

Q.  There  would  be  circumstantial  evidence,  perhaps? — ^A.  If  the 
operator  who  wrote  it  when  the  testator  was  living  did  not  know  how 
to  operate  a  typewriter  but  had  learned  after  that  time. 

Q.  Are  you  a  typewriter  operator? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  you  have  made  a  study  of  the  Smith  Premier? — ^A.  I 
had  occasion  to  make  a  very  thorough  study  of  the  Smith  Premier 
typewriter  in  connection  with  the  case  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  that  inquiry  visited  the  factory  and  had  access  to  all  their 
records  as  re^rds  type  faces,  and  also  seciured  at  that  time  and  since 
a  complete  history  of  their  machine,  with  the  various  styles  of  type 
that  they  have  employed,  and  also  the  dates  at  which  they  were 
adopted.' 

Typewriting  questions  arise  in  two  ways — ^that  is,  the  question  of 
identifying  a  particular  machine  and  the  question  of  determining 
the  date  of  the  type  writing,  as  to  whether  the  particular  typewriting 
was  produced  liefore  or  after  a  certain  period.  Freauently  docu- 
ments in  (Question  are  not  actually  written  on  the  date  they  bear,  and 
of  course  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  if  they  were  dated  before  the  ma- 
chine was  made  at  all  that  they  would  be  fraudulent. 

Q.  You  would  not  undertake  to  tell  by  looking  at  typewriting 
whether  it  was  written  on  Friday  or  the  third  day  preceding? — 
A.  Xo;  but  I  would  undertake  to  tell  whether  it  was  written  in  1900 
or  1890;  that  is  just  the  question  that  often  arises. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  to  us  brieflv  the  method  employed  in  making 
typewriters;  they  are  metal  letters? — ^A.  They  are  metal  letters;  steel 
letters. 

Q.  How  are  they  attached  to  the  typewriting  machine? — A.  The 
letters  as  used  on  the  Smith-Premier  typewriter  are  made  from  what 
is  called  master  type,  type  cut  by  an  engraver  similar  to  the  type  as' 
'wed  on  the  macKine,  excepting  that  it  is  made  without  a  shank  for 
the  purpose  of  attaching  it  to  the  machine.  From  that  type  an  im- 
pression is  made  on  soft  steel  by  pressing  the  master  type  into  the 
steel,  forming  a  matrix.  From  it  the  metal  letters  are  made  by 
presBing  a^mst  this  mold,  and  the  steel  takes  the  form  of  the 
matrix,  and  then  the  letters  are  hardened  and  each  letter  contains 
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a  round  shank  and  that  is  forced  by  pressure  into  an  opening  into 
the  end  of  the  type  bar  which  carries  the  tj'pe,  and  then  the  type  is 
adjusted  and  aligned  so  that  the  type  line  is  straight,  and  so  that 
the  characters  bear  the  same  relation  to  each  other  as  the  typewriting 
is  done. 

Q.  Is  it  not  possible  to  have  those  lettei*s  so  perfect  and  the  align- 
ment so  perfect  that  all  machines  that  are  of  the  same  make  will 
make  the  same  imprint  on  the  paper? — A.  That  would  be  true  if 
the  letters  and  the  adjustment  of  the  machine  in  every  way  was 
perfect.  If  a  typewriter  was  made  absolutely  perfect,  every  letter 
complete  and  printed  perfectly  and  adjusted  perfectlv,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  distinguish  the  work  of  that  machine  from  a  similar 
inachine  doing  perfect  work.  But  practically  the  machines  are  not 
adjusted  with  absolute  accurac\%  but  they  are  adjusted  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy  so  that  under  ordinary  observation,  especially  when 
new,  the  worlc  appears  to  be  perfect,  or  nearly  enough  perfect ;  but 
as  soon  as  tlu*  typewriting  machine  is  used  the  work  begins  to  de- 
teriorate until  it  is  discarded,  and  that  deterioration  is  the  mark  of 
individuality  in  that  particular  machine,  and  the  degree  of  cer- 
tainty with  which  typewriting  ccan  be  identified  is  d^rmined  by 
the  number  of  points  of  identity — that  is,  the  amount  of  matter  in 
question  and  the  quality  and  the  amoimt  of  the  matter  with  which 
it  is  prepared. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you  right  here,  you  say  that  the  minute  the  type- 
writer is  put  into  use  it  begins  to  deteriorate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  a  typewriter  had  been  put  into  operation  two  years 
ago  and  would  be  in  operation  to-day,  could  you  then  identify  a 
document  written  on  that  machine  two  years  ago  by  a  document 
written  on  it  to-day? — A.  It  would  depend  upon  the  amount  of 
work  written  upon  the  machine  and  the  care  with  which  the  machine 
had  been  used.  I  would  say  that  many  times  it  would  be  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  work  of  such  a  machine.  Of  coui-se,  many  times 
two  years  would  not  aflFect  it,  and  then  again  it  might  affect  it.  It 
woidd  depend  upon  how  carefully  it  was  used  and  how  perfect  the 
work  was  to  begin  with.  That  is  one  of  the  questions  that  arises 
in  the  question  with  regard  to  the  date  of  a  document  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  machine  on  a  particular  day.  That  is,  these  deteriora- 
tions and  departures  from  normal  are  progressive.  If  an  accident 
occur  in  some  typewriting  machine  at  a  particular  date,  that  would 
affect  the  subsequent  writing  on  that  machine.  Of  course  that 
would  be  one  of  the  means  of  identifying  the  work  of  that  machine 
as  of  that  date.  Of  course  if  the  lime  of  examination  were  far 
enough  removed  I  should  say  it  woilld  be  difficult  to  tell  whether 
it  is  tlie  same  machine  or  not.  That  would  depend  upon  the  charac- 
ter and  the  amount  of  use  of  that  particular  machine. 

Q.  You  can  very  i-eadily  tell  when  the  papers  submitted  to  you 
have  been  written  within  a  comparatively  short  time? — A.  Yes,  sir: 
there  is  no  question  about  that. 

Q.  Now,  you  speak  of  what  I  think  I  commenced  by  calling 
"  identities  "  and  Mr.  Cavalho  spoke  of  as  *'  abnormalities  " — ^you  un- 
derstand what  I  mean,  points  of A.  Similarity  between  the  two. 

Q.  Peculiarities? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  occurs  in  two  or  three  papers.  Now,  how  many  of  those 
identities  would  you  require  in  examining  two  papers  to  satisfv-  you 
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that  they  were  written  upon  the  same  and  identical  machine? — 
A.  I  should  sjiy  it  woidd  be  difficult  to  say  just  how  many.  That 
would  depend  somewhat  upon  their  character.  Certain  examples 
arc  more  si«rnificant  and  indicate  individuality  more  than  other 
ones.  SO  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  just  how  many  ou^jht  to  be 
included. 

Q.  Have  you  any  special  apparatus  or  implements  that  you  your- 
>elf  devised,  or  have  you  any  which  are  used  in  the  examination  of 
typewriting? — A.  I  have  devised  some  glass  test  plates,  for  the  pur- 
p(Rse  of  determining  and  ilhistrating  particularly  the  question  of 
aHgnment.  These  consist  of  ^lass  plates  containing  ruled  squares 
arranged  in  the  same  proportion  and  relation  to  each  other  as  the 
•  ty|)ewritten  letters  on  the  ordinarv  typewriter.  The  ordinai-y  type- 
writing machine,  if  it  is  a  Smith  l^remier  or  a  Remington,  and  most 
of  the  others,  write  exactly  ten  letters  to  the  inch,  so  that  the  space 
^iven  to  each  letter  is  a  square  approximately  a  tenth  of  an  inch  each 
way,  so  that  the  relation  of  the  letters  to  each  other,  both  vertically 
«n(i  horizontally,  the  vertical  and  horizontal  alig^iment,  is  one  of  the 
(liaracteristics  that  distinguishes  one  typewriting  machine  from 
another.  These  differences  in  most  cases  are  differences  from  the 
ver}'  beginning.  There  are  very  few  typewriting  machines  so  accu- 
rately adjusted  as  tliej'^  come  from  the  factory  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  distinguish  them  from  each  other  by  careful  examination,  although 
it  is  more  difficult  than  it  is  later. 

Q.  Did  you  say  is  possible  or  is  not  possible? — A.  I  say  it  is  pos- 
sible many  times  to  distinguish  them  from  each  other.  For  example, 
I  have  taken  ten  entirely  new  machines  as  they  came  from  the  factory 
and  made  an  examination  and  comparison  of  their  work  as  compareJi 
with  each  other,  and  found  it  possible  to  distinguish  the  work  of 
even'  one  of  them  as  compared  with  the  others  with  specimens  that 
were  clearly  defined  and  with  a  sufficient  number  of  characters  to 
cover  those  "on  the  machine.  Of  course,  in  every  case,  in  every  inves- 
tigation of  this  kind,  the  positiveness  of  the  opinion  depends  upon  the 
amount  of  evidence,  the  numl)er  of  characters  involved,  and  that  in  a 
measure  depends  somewhat  upon  the  character  of  the  typewriting. 
That  is  to  say,  if  the  impressions  are  clear  and  uniform  and  can  be 
arc  urately  measured  ana  observed,  it  is  possible  to  see  very  slight 
deviations  wliich  may  be  just  as  significant  as  indicating  a  certain 
iiiachiue  as  a  larger  and  more  evident  charcteristic,  if  this  character- 
istic is  an  actual  fact.  That  is,  manv  deviations  of  typewriting  are 
micmscopic  in  their  character,  and  i^  the  specimen  of  tyi)ewriting  is 
examined  with  sufficient  are  and  especially  in  an  enlarged  form,  it 
is  possible  to  make  a  description  of  almost  every  character  that  ap- 
pears that  will  distinguish  it  in  certain  ways  from  the  typewriting 
of  every  other  machine.  Of  coui'se,  this  depends  upon  the  number 
of  the  characters  involved.  This  i)articular  instrument  that  I  refer 
to  is  one  carrying  very  fine  lines  with  the  sguares  ten  to  the  inch. 
I>y  superimposing  these  squares  over  a  line  of  typewriting  it  is  pos- 
sible by  comparing  them  with  each  other,  which  of  course  is  the  test 
of  alignment — that  is  to  say,  the  test  of  alignment  in  the  large  ma- 
jority of  the  characters.  Machines  as  made  originally  are  all  aligned 
to  the  small  letter  "  n.''  That  is,  made  to  print  in  tfie  middle  of  the 
type  basket  and  then  the  other  letters  are  aligned  to  the  "  n  "  so  that 
the  inspection  slips  as  made  by  the  typewriter  companies  contain  all 
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of  the  characters  written  with  the  "  n  "  between  the  characters,  and 
they  are  approximately,  of  course,  when  the  alignment  is  finished,  in 
a  straight  hne.  Now  it  is  clear  that  if  these  letters  writin«r  ten  to  the 
inch,  that  each  letter  may  take  a  position  to  the  right  or  left,  or  up 
or  down,  or  diagonally,  so  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  possible 
Sariations  in  the  typewriting,  and  under  enlargement,  as  I  have  de- 
scribed— sufficient  "enlargement — it  becomes  perfectly^  apparent  as  to 
the  relative  position  of  every  character  to  every  other  character,  and 
as  I  say,  this  is  one  of  tlie  means  of  identifying  the  work  of  the  type- 
writing machine. 

Another  little  instrument  that  I  have  made  for  this  use  is  a  pro- 
tractor, which  measures  five  degrees  each  side  of  vertical,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  measuring  accurately  and  describing  the  deviation  of  the  let- 
ters in  relation  to  base  line.  That  is  the  staff  letters  that  it  is  po^iblc 
to  measure  in  this  way. 

Q.  You  have  given  us  the  general  information  upon  the  subject; 
do  we  understand  that  by  the  use  of  the  appliances  to  which  you 
have  referred  and  samples  which  you  appear  to  have  before  you, 
magnifying  glasses,  and  so  forth,  are  they  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  you  can  identify  any  piece  of  typewriting  as  compared 
with  any  other  piece  of  typewriting;  you  can  tell  whether  that  is 
written  on  the  same  identical  instrument? — ^A.  I  can,  if  there  is  suffi- 
cient material  for  examination  and  sufficient  standard  typewriting 
with  which  to  compare  it,  unless,  as  T  have  already  said  in  direct  ex- 
amination, that  where  two  machines  were  made  so  accurately  and 
were  entirely  new,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  it  unless  it  involved 
every  character.  I  say  ordinarily  my  experience  is  that  typewriting 
from  any  machine  can  be  identified  if  there  is  a  sufficient  amount 
of  the  typewriting  in  question. 

Q.  That  is,  you  mean  if  the  sample  contains  sufficient  words? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  sufficient  characters  of  a  good  quality. 

Q.  In  what  respect  does  the  style  of  letter  of  the  Smith  Premier 
machine  differ  from  that  of  other  typwriters? — A.  The  Smith 
Premier  typewriter  carries  a  style  of  type  different  from  any  other 
t3'pwriter.  This  particular  forin  of  type  was  made  by  an  engraver 
by  the  name  of  Vetter.  The  letters  of  all  the  different  fonts  of  type 
used  on  tyj^ewriters  differ  radically  fix)m  ordinary  printing  type. 
The  requirement  in  typewriting  that  each  letter  should  occupy  the 
same  space  necessitated  the  invention  of  an  entirely  different  design 
Of  letter  from  that  used  in  ordinary  printing,  the  endeavor  of  the 
engravers  being  to  make  the  wide  letters  narrow  and  the  narrow 
lettei-s  wider,  so  that  they  would  approximately  occupy  the  same 
amount  of  space  and  give  a  line  of  typwriting  a  uniform  appearance. 
In  ordinary  ronian  letters  as  used  on  the  ordinary  printing  press 
tlie  small  "  1,''  for  example,  and  the  small  "  i ''  are  very  much  nar- 
rower characters  than  the  "  m  "  or  particularly  the  capitals,  and  in 
typewriting  the  small  "  i  "  occupies  the  same  space  as  a  capital  "  M," 
su  that,  one  necessity  arising  in  the  development  of  the  typewriting 
machine  Avas  the  designing  of  typewriting  letters  and  these  various 
engravers  developed  their  own  individuality  in  this  direction,  and 
the  typewriting  letters  on  the  Smith  Premier  machine  as  made  by  this 
particular  engraver  vary  from  any  other  letters  used  in  typewriting:. 

Q.  Are  they  different  from  the  type  on  the  L.  C  Smitli  macliine? — 
A.  They  are  in  size  and  proportion.    The  same  engraver  made  the 
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letters  that  appear  on  the  L.  C.  Smith  machine.  One  of  the  dis- 
tinctions of  the  Smith  Premier  typewriter  is  the  proportion  of  the 
i^mall  letters  to  the  large  ones,  that  is  to  say,  the  small  letters  are 
larger  in  proportion  to  the  capitals  than  on  any  other  typewriter, 
and  there  are  certain  characteristics  that  this  particular  engraver 
made  in  his  own  particular  way;  one  of  them  is  the  small  "  a,"  he 
omitted  the  last  upward  hook  on-  the  right-hand  side  of  the  letter, 
at  the  base,  as  appears,  for  example,  in  the  Remington  or  Underwood 
machine,  and  is  a  part  of  the  regular  Remington  small  ^^  a." 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  the  small  "  i?"— A.  No,  small  ''  a." 

Q.  About  the  ''  i,"  you  said  something  about  the  "  i  ?" — A.  I  said 
the  "  i  "  was  wide  enough  to  occupy  as  much  space  as  the  capital 
"  M,- •  not  to  occupy  as  much  but  it  fills  as  much. 

Q.  That  is  the  little  "  i  ?"— A.  Small ''  i." 

Q.  How  about  the  capital  "  I,"  any.  difference  between  the  capital 
"  I  "  in  the  L.  C.  Smith  machine  and  the  Smith  Premier  machine? — 
A.  Xo,  not  very  much.  The  difference  between  the  small  "  i  "  on  the 
Smith  Premier  machine  and  the  L.  C.  Smith  machine  is  difference 
in  height.  The  minimum  letters  on  the  Smith  Premier  machine  are 
a>jout  seven-thousandths  of  an  inch  higher  than  they  are  on  the  L.  C. 
i^mith  machine,  or  than  they  are  on  the  Remington.  That  is,  there 
is  a  CTeater  difference  in  the  height  of  the  small  letters  and  capitals-, 
on  the  L.  C.  Smith  and  Remington  than  on  the  Smith  Premier. 
Another  difference  in  the  Smith  Premier  typewriter  as  compared 
with  the  other  machines,  one  of  the  distinctive  letters  is  the  small  "  r  '^ 
which  is  a  very  different  design  of  letter.  Another  one  is  the  small 
**  f."  The  staff  of  the  small  '"  f  "  in  the  Remington  letters  and  also 
upon  other  typewriting  machines  is  crossed  by  a  bar  at  the  top  at  the 
height  of  the  small  letters  and  in  the  Smith  Premier  type  this  bar 
was  put  lower  for  the  reason  that  the  type  of  this  letter  would  fre- 
quenty  fill  up  with  dry  ink  and  print  broad  there  instead  of  with  an 
opening  as  it  should  print. 

Q.  JTow,  Mr.  Osbom,  I  will  ask  you  to  pick  up  that  typewritten 
bundle  of  papers  there. — A.  The  originals? 

Q.  Yes.  On  the  top  there  are  exhibits  know  as  "  Cl,"  "  C2,'' 
"  C3,''  and  "  C4."  I  think  you  have  given  some  investigation  to  those 
papers? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  you  have  investigated  them  sufficiently  to 
be  able  to  tell  this  committee  upon  what  make  of  typewriter  they 
were  written? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  my  opinion  those  four  pages  were 
undoubtedly  written  on  the  Smith  Premier  typewritter. 

Q.  You  say  four  pages,  there  are  four  papers.^— A.  Four  papers 
numbered  "  C  1,  2,  8,  and  4." 

Q.  Now  can  you  tell  us,  have  you  made  sufficient  examination  to 
l>e  able  to  tell  us,  whether  or  not  any  two  or  more  of  them  were 
written  upon  the  same  identical  Smith  Premier  machine? — ^A.  In  my 
opinion  they  were  all  written  upon  the  same  identical  Smith  Premier 
machine. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  paper  before  you  that  is  known  as 
New  WUlara  anonymous  letter,  written  upon  letter  paper  of  the  New 
Willard  Hotel.    You  have  that  in  your  hand? — A.  I  nave. 

Q.  Have  you  made  sufficient  investigation  of  the  i>aper  to  be  able 
to  tell  us  upon  what  make  of  typewriter  that  was  written  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
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sir ;  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  was  undoubtedly  written  upon  the  Smith 
Premier  typewriter. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  or  not  that  was  written  on  the  same 
identical  Smith  Premier  typewritings  machine  as  that  upon  which 
the  papers  known  as  exhibits  "  C  1  to  4,"  inclusive,  were  written? — A. 
In  my  opinion  it  was  written  upon  the  same  identical  typewriter. 

Q.  Now  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  telegram ;  that  is,  the  type- 
written matter  on  a  blank  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Company,  and 
ask  you  if  you  have  examined  that  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  tell  us 
upon  what  make  of  typewriter  that  was  written  ? — A.  T  have,  and  in 
my  opinion  that  was  undoubtedly  written  upon  the  Smith  Premier 
typewriter.  I  would  say,  also,  a  Smith  Premier  typewriter  made 
since  the  year  '97,  because  that  is  the  year  that  type  was  made  that  is 
printed  upon  it. 

Q.  Can  you  then  tell  us  whether  that  typewritten  matter  upon  that 
telegraph  blank  was  written  upon  the  same  identical  machine  as  the 
New  Willard  letter? — A.  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  same  identical  ma- 
chine upon  which  the  New  Willard  letter  was  written. 

Q.  Tnen,  was  it  or  was  it  not  written  upon  the  identical  machine 
upon  which  exhibits  "C  1,  2,  3,  and  4"  were  written? — A.  In  my 
opinion  it  was  written  upon  the  identical  machine  that  No.  "  C  1,  2, 
.  3,  and  4  "  were  written  with. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  to  us  by  what  process  you  arrived  at  that 
conclusion  i — A.  I  reached  that  conclusion  by  the  same  prooe^  by 
which  an  individual  may  be  identified.  That  is,  the  comparison  of 
the  various  features  and  characteristics*  of  "the  typewriting  as  they 
appear  upon  these  two  documents,  the  New  Willard  letter  and  un- 
sized communication  upon  the  Postal  Telegraph  blank,  as  compared 
with  the  typewriting  upon  exhibits  "  C  1  to  4."  The  principle  un- 
derlying the  process  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  examination  of  any- 
thing that  has  a  large  number  of  possible  divergencies  in  it :  the  com- 
parison of  those  divergencies  with  each  other  in  combination  with 
identical  characteristics  which  may  appear  or  may  not  appear  in 
both  series  of  documents. 

In  the  first  place,  I  examined  the  paper  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining whether  the  document,  the  New  Willard  paper,  and  the 
telegraph  blank  were  written  on  the  same  machine,  upon  the  same 
kind  of  a  machine.  That  is,  I  determined  by  comparison  of  the  va- 
rious designs  of  those  letters  with  each  other,  by  comparison  of  all 
the  designs,  that  they  conform  to  the  designs  on  the  Smith  Premier 
machine,  so  I  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  two  documents  under 
investigation  and  the  documents  with  which  T  compared  them,  "  C  1 
to  4,"  are  all  written  upon  the  Smith  Premier  typewriter.  Then  I 
compared  the  features  or  characteristics,  the  elements  of  these  docu- 
ments in  every  particular,  endeavoring  to  discover  the  particulars  in 
which  they  deviated  or  diverged  from  a  perfect,  normal  form.  That 
is,  if  the  letter  prints  out  or  position,  out  of  alignment  with  other 
letters,  that  would  be  a  deviation  from  a  perfect  form.  If  the  letter 
prints  in  a  wrong  relation  to  the  base  line,  so  far  as  its  perpendicular 
position  is  concerned,  there  would  be  a  deviation  from  a  perfect  nor- 
mal. If  a  letter  prints  so  that  the  face  of  the  letter  does  not  print 
uniformly  that  is  a  deviation.  Now,  in  order  to  reach  a  conclusion 
that  two  set«  of  typewritten  papers  were  written  on  the  same  ma- 
chine we  must  find  a  combination  of  deviations  from  normal  and  no 


HBABINGS  ON  HOUSE  RESOLUTION  288.  1409 

distinct,  significant  diversities  from  each  other.  A  significant  di- 
vergence which  would  diiferentiate  two  machines  would  be  a  different 
design  of  letters  or  any  letter  or  a  pronounced  characteristic  which 
in  one  series  of  writings  was  permanent  and  persistent  and  the  other 
one  was  permanent  and  persistent  in  a  different  way. 

The  principle,  as  I  say,  underlying  the  examination  or  the  deter- 
mination of  such  a  question  is  the  same  as  that  underlying  the  iden- 
tification of  an  individual  from  a  description  as  to  his  general  fea- 
tures, those  that  are  normal  and  the  coincidence  in  these  and  in  ab- 
normal particulars.     That  is  to  say,  similar  to  the  system  of  human 
identification  as  is  developed  in  the  French  system,  now  adopted  in 
this  counti-y,  jus  based  upon  a  series  of  measurements  of  the  human 
frame  in  connection  with  a  personal  description.     There  are  only 
eleven  measurements  made,  and  that  in  connection  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  individual  is  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  identify  any 
particular  individual.     This  is  possible  for  the  reason  that  the  devi- 
ation fi-om  any  one  of  the  descriptions  of  course  excludes  every 
other  individual  that  does  not  answer  that  particular  description. 
Xow  we  have  that  same  principle  applied  to  typewriting.    For  ex- 
ample, if  we  had  all  of  the  Smith-Premier  typewriters  that  were  ever 
brought  to  the  city  of  Washington  all  in  one  collection,  and  we  had 
these  typewritings  before  us  marked  "  C  1  to  4  "  and  were  endeav- 
oring to  find  the  machine,  having  the  actual  machines  before  us,  we 
immediately  would  have  to  exclude  every  typewriter  which  did  not 
have  the  abnormal  characteristics  which  appear  persistently  upon  the 
documents  in  question,  and  it  is  just  the  same,  I  say,  as  the  identify- 
ing of  an  individual  by  a  combination  of  deformities  or  scars.    We  can 
find,  for  example,  in  a  large  collection  of  individuals,  those  who  an- 
swer certain  descriptions  of  an  abnormal  character.     That  is  to  say, 
we  could  find  in  the  city  of  Washington  many  men,  perhaps,  who 
would  have  but  one  arm. 

.  Xow,  if  we  were  looking  for  a  man  with  one  arm  with  a  certain 
j^ar  at  a  particular  i)art  of  his  person,  we  must  exclude  not  only  all 
who  do  not  have  but  one  ann,  but  also  all  those  who  do  not  have 
but  one  arm  in  combination  with  this  particular  scar,  and  common 
sense  teaches  that  if  the  description  of  the  individual  points  to  a  half 
dozen  abnormal  things  like  scars  and  deformities  and  we  fibid  that 
a  certain  individual  answers  a  general  description  at  the  same  time, 
<*ommon  sense  teaches  us  that  that  is  the  man  we  are  looking  for. 
The  identification  of  typewriting  is  exactly  the  same  thing — ^that  is  to 
say,  we  have  certain  characteristics  which  mav  be  described  as  de- 
formities, as  scars  upon  the  work  of  the  machine,  and  other  char- 
acteristics which  are  of  a  general  character.  That  is,  like  those 
which  point  to  the  particular  kind  of  a  machine  would  be  similar 
to  those  pointing  to  a  particular  race,  for  example.  Then  we  differ- 
entiate those  by  comparing  these  particular  individualities  in  these 
particular  individuals.  Now  we  have  in  this  examination  a  combi- 
nation of  so  many  peculiarities  that  in  my  opinion  it  points  conclu- 
sively, irresistibly,  to  one  machine  as  the  one  upon  which  "  C  1  to  4  " 
and  the  New  Willard  letter  and  the  Postal  Telegraph  communication 
were  written.  That  is,  we  have  in  combination  a  large  number  of 
these  characteristics,  some  of  which  would  occur  very  seldom.  We 
have,  for  example,  certain  deviations  in  slant  of  letters — ^that  is,  in 
relation  to  the  base  line.    Now,  this  is  a  deviation  in  typewriting  that 
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is  out  of  control  of  the  operator,  no  matter  whether  the  letter  is  struck 
hard  or  soft,  fast  or  slow ;  that  particular  characteristic  is  due  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  metal  letter  is  put  into  the  type-bar,  or  due  to 
the  condition  that  arise&  from  an  accident  that  may  happen  after- 
wards. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  find  that  peculiarity  running  through  these 
papers? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Through  the  telegram  and  the  Xew  Willard  letter,  and  the 
papers,  "  C  1,  2,  3,  and  4?  " — ^A.  I  do.  This  character,  about  which 
there  can  be  na  objection,  is  the  small  "  b."  The  small  "  b  "  is  ab- 
normal, from  the  fact  that  it  does  not  stand  in  a  vertical  position, 
but  leans  over  to  the  left.  This  characteristic  runs  through  all  these 
papers — that  is,  those  marked  "  C  1  to  4  "  and  the  New  Willard  letter 
and  the  telegram,  and  if  we  were  examining  a  large  number  of  docu- 
ments written  on  a  Smith  Premier  machine  would  exclude  all  ma- 
chines that  did  not  carry  a  small  "  b  "  that  wrote  in  this  particular 
way.  Now,  in  this  same  communication  we  have,  for  example,  an- 
other kind  of  characteristic,  and  that  is  which  appears  in  the  small 
"  o."  The  small  "  o  "  prints  on  this  typewriter  so  that  the  right- 
hand  upper  side  hits  the  paper  first  and  particularly  in  a  light  im- 
pression that  portion  of  the  letter  is  a  heavier  part,  necessarily.  Of 
course,  if  such  a  letter  is  struck  very  hard  and  the  ribbon  is  soft,  well 
inked,  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine  from  one  character,  but  I 
would  say  in  all  this  examination  it  is  the  succession  and  repetition 
of  these  various  characters  and  divergencies  that  gives  force  and  value 
to  the  opinion,  because  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  the  characteristics 
referred  to  were  not  accidental  characteristics,  but  were  those  fimda- 
mental  in  the  machine,  that  these  divergencies  are  in  the  machine 
itself  and  not  due  to  accidental  surrounding  circumstances.  There 
are  certain  characteristics  of  certain  particular  letters  that  may  be  due 
to  a  condition  of  the  ribbon  or  to  a  condition  of  the  manifold  carbon 

Eaper,  which  might  affect  one  character,  so  that  I  would  say  it  would 
B  unsafe  and  improper  to  base  a  conclusion,  either  as  to  identity  or 
lack  of  identity,  upon  one  characteristic.  But  those  that  I  have  re- 
ferred to  are  repeated  persistently.  For  example,  we  have  this  com- 
|;)ination  of  this  small  letter  "  o  "  which  prints  in  this  peculiar  manner 
with  this  small  "  b." 

Now,  if  we  were  actually  examining  all  this  group  of  typewrit- 
ers, we  must  out  of  the  remainder  from  which  we  exclude' all  that 
did  not  have  the  small  "b"  leaning  to  the  left,  we  must  now 
exclude  all  those  that  do  not  have  the  small  "  o  "  printing  heavier 
on  the  right-hand  upper  side.  Now,  another  characteristic  in  the 
same  class  is  the  small  "  n,"  which  prints  in  the  opposite  way  from 
the  small  "  o,"  which  prints  heavier  to  the  left-hand  side,  due"  to  the 
same  cause — that  is,  that  the  letter  is  slightly  twisted,  either  orig- 
inally— never  adjusted  perfectly — or  due  to  accidents  that  may  occur 
at  any  time.  So  that  now  we  would  have  three  combinations,  all  of 
which  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a  defect  or  deformity  already  de- 
scribed, that  would  tend  to  identify  this  particular  machine.  Then 
we  take  another  characteristic.  We  have,  for  example,  a  combination 
with  this,  the  capital  "O,"  which  appears  in  these  documents  out  of  it«; 
normal  position  and  prints  too  high.  This,  of  cx)urse,  must  still  fur- 
ther be  combined  in  the  same  way  with  the  characteristics  already 
described. 
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Then  take  the  figures.  I  should  say  that  the  figures  alone  on  the 
telegram  are  very  strong  evidence  as  identifying  this  particular 
paper.  We  have  a  very  aonormal  condition  in  tliese  figures,  and  this 
condition  is  repeated  throughout  the  writings  numbered  "  C  1  to  C  4." 
For  example,  we  have  on  the  telegram  in  question  the  amount 
"  $1,476,296.60,"  in  which  these  particular  characters  print  in  at  least 
three  different  heights  from  the  base  line,  and  in  the  documents  with 
which  they  are  compared  we  find  this  same  condition  repeats  itself 
many  times.  Whether  the  figures  are  in  this  order  as  compared  with 
each  other,  or  whether  the  order  is  changed,  that  is  the  "  6  "  prints 
very  much  higher  than  the  "  4,"  and  if  we  simply  look  at  the  num- 
bers of  the  questions  on  the  side  of  the  sheets  in  relation  to  the  period 
as  indicating  the  base  line,  we  can  determine  the  relation  of  these 
letters  to  the  line  of  writing,  so  that  I  say  we  must  consider  all  of 
these  figures  that  are  out  of  alignment  in  a  certain  particular  way. 
They  must  a^ain  combine  with  flie  abnormal  "  b,"  combine  with  the 
abnormal  "  o,  and  combine  with  the  small  "  n  "  and  abnormal  capi- 
tal '•  O."  Then  we  take  the  capital  "  L,"  which  leans  slightly  to  the 
left,  and  that  again  in  combination  with  all  the  other  characteristics 
appearing  in  both  sets  of  writings,  so  that  finally  when  we  reach 
and  discover  as  many  characteristics  as  shown  in  these  docimients 
the  conclusion  is  irresistible  that  they  are  the  work  of  the  same 
machine. 

Q,  Now,  Mr.  Osbom,  to  go  back  a  little  to  your  illustration,  you 
said  if  you  were  looking  for  a  one-armed  man  in  Washington  and 
you  found  a  man  with  only  one  arm  you  would  not  necessarily 
assume  that  he  was  the  man,  but  if  you  were  asked  to  find  a  certain 
man  and  the  description  was  that  he  was  a  one-armed  man,  with  a 
scar  on  his  left  cheek,  and  found  such  a  man,  yoil  would  be^gin  to 
suspect  that  he  was  the  man  wanted,  is  that  right? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  if  you  were  asked  to  find  a  man  with  one  arm,  his  left 
ear  gone,  and  a  scar  on  his  left  cheek  and  one  on  his  right  hip.  Then 
you  would  think  you  were  pretty  close  to  the  man? — A.  I  should  say 
there  would  be  very  strong  suspicion  that  he  was  the  man. 

Q.  How  many  scars,  if  any,  have  you  found  on  this  one-armed 
typewriter? — ^A.  This  is  about  an  eighty-armed  typewriter. 

Q.  Well,  in  other  words,  how  many  identifying  marks  have  yon 
found,  how  many  abnormalities,  as  it  has  been  termed,  have  you 
found  running  through  six  of  these  papers? — ^A.  I  have  not  counted 
the  exact  number,  but  I  should  say  that  there  would  be  at  least  50 
that  could  be  easily  distinguished,  and  undoubtedly  more  than  that 
after  a  careful  examination  and  measurement,  particularly  enlarge- 
ments of  these  letters,  so  that  we  would  practically  have  here  a  case 
^rallel  to  finding  that  a  man  with  50  scars  on  him  in  various  places. 
That  is,  if  we  had  such  a  description  and  foimd  such  a  man  we 
would  be  morally  certain  we  had  found  the  right  one,  because  there  is 
underlying  this  the  law  of  probability,  which  is  very  easily  applied 
if  we  only  determine  the  probability  of  each  separate  event. 

The  principle  underlying  the  improbability  of  the  concurrence  of 
a  number  of  separate  thin^  which  are  each  in  themselves  improbable 
is  determined  by  the  continued  product  of  the  fractions  representing 
each  event.  For  example,  if  we  have  20  events,  each  of  which  may 
occur  one  in  a  thousand  times,  then  we  must  combine  those  frac- 
tions representing  the  events  and  find  the  continued  product,  and 
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the  improbability  becomes  so  great  as  liardly  to  be  expressed  in 
figures,  and  practical  common  sense  and  experience  teaches  that  such 
an  event  never  would  occur  at  all,  or  rather  such  a  combination  of 
events. 

Q.  Mr.  Osborn,  can  you,  from  the  typewriting  in  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent papers,  or  more,  can  you  in  any  way  identify  the  writer  or 
operator,  whether  they  were  written  by  the  same  operator? — ^A.  I 
would  say  that  there  are  certain  characteristics  in  typewriting  that 
tend  to  identify  an  operator,  but  only  that  far.  That  dep^ids,  of 
course,  upon  the  care  with  which  the  typewriting  is  done,  nabits  of 
indentation  and  paraCTaphing,  the  habit  of  spacing  after  paragraphs 
and  punctuation,  ana  various  little  things  of  that  kind  which  differ 
in  various  ooerators,  but  I  would  not  undertake  to  say  in  any  par- 
ticular case  that  two  documents  were  necessarily  by  the  same  operator 
or  were  not  written  by  the  same  operator,  unless  the  habits  were  very 
unusual.  It  might  be  possible  to  say  that  the  typewriter  was  an 
operator  who  was  unskilled  if  it  was  very  clumsy,  unless  that  result 
had  been  aimed  at  by  a  skillful  operator. 

Q.  Are  there  or  not,  as  far  as  you  have  observed,  any  identifying 
marks  running  through  those  six  papers.  New  Willard  letter,  and 
the  telegi-ani,  and  the  four  "  C's,"  wnich  lead  you  to  believe  that  any 
two  or  more  of  them  were  written  by  the  same  operator? — ^A.  One 
characteristic  only,  or  perhaps  two,  the  use  of  the  capital  "  I "  for 
the  figure  "  1,"  which  is  an  imusual  use.  That  is,  the  typewriter 
manufacturers  intend  that  the  small  "  1 "  is  to  be  used  for  the  figure 
"  1 "  and  the  small  "  1 "  interchangeably,  excepting  the  Hammond 
machine,  which  carries  a  figure  "1."  But  on  the  Bemington  ma- 
chine. Smith  machine,  and  Underwood  machine  there  is  no  figure 
"  1 ;''  that  figure  is  represented  by  the  small  "  1 "  character. 

Q.  How  about  this  machine? — ^A.  The  Smith  Premier  has  no  fig- 
ure "  1,"  but  those  documents  "  C  L  "  to  "  C  4  "  and  the  New  Willard 
letter  and  the  telegram — no,  not  the  New  Willard  letter ;  T  think  that 
did  not  contain  the  figure  "  1  " — ^but  in  the  telegram  and  the  papers 
marked  "  C  1"  to  C  4  "  the  capital  "  I ''  is  used  for  the  figure  '^  I  " 
instead  of  the  "  1."  I  would  say  that  is  simply  that  much  evidence 
to  indicate  that  these  papers  were  written  by  tne  same  operator,  but 
not  sufiicient  to  say  absolutely.  One  other  characteristic  that  is 
shown  two  or  three  times  is  the  peculiar  use  of  the  "  —  "  as  a  punc- 
tuation mark.  That  is,  this  would  refer  perhaps  to  the  habit  of  con- 
struction, grammatical  construction  rather  than  a  habit  of  typewrit- 
ing. That  is  a  sudden  change  in  the  thought  and  indication  by  a 
"  —  "  and  then  a  conclusion  of  the  sentence,  or  the  addition  to  a 
sentence. 

Q.  Then,  as  we  understand  you  while  that  would  be  some  evidence 
pointing  to  the  same  person  as  having  been  the  typewriter  in  every 
case  that  would  not  be  so  conclusive  as  to  lead  you  to  say  whether 
they  were  or  not  written  by  the  same  person? — A.  No;  I  should  say 
that  would  not  be  sufficient  evidence  to  indicate  that,  but  would 
simply  tend  to  show  it. 

Q.  Now,  there  are  three  witnesses  who  testify  from  these  papers. 
I  would  like  to  ask  you  whether  you  and  the  other  two  witnesses 
reached  your  conclusions  separately  ? — A.  Well,  I  reached  mine  sep- 
arately ;  I  can  not  speak  for  anyone  else.  That  is,  I  made  the  exani- 
ination  independent  of  anyone  else. 
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Q.  While  we  have  listened  with  much  interest  to  what  you  have 
said  and  have  observed  with  much  care  the  charts  that  have  been 
handed  us  here,  and  t'hey  might  or  might  not  convince  the  members 
of  this  committee,  we  could  not  very  well  put  them  in  the  record. 
Would  it  be  possible  by  any  photographs  or  enlarerements  or  other- 
wise which  could  be  made  part  of  the  record  to  illustrate  what  you 
have  said? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  say  that  it  is  possible  to  illustrate 
all  of  these  characteristics  in  such  a  way  that  the  particular  char- 
acteristic described  is  unquestioned  and  can  n9t  be  doubted  and  that 
the  interpretation  of  that  and  the  constniction  of  the  question  as  to 
whether  they  would  all  be  likely  to  unite  in  one  series  of  papers  is 
the  only  question  involved;  that  is,  that  these  deviations  wnich  I 
have  referred  to  many  of  which,  however,  are  of  a  comparatively 
small  character,  but  are  just  as  significant  as  they  would  be  if  they 
were  greater,  if  they  are  insistent  and  actually"  do  exist,  I  say  a 
practical  illustration  takes  these  physical  facts  out  of  the  realm  of 
doubt  and  shows  them  to  be  facts.  Then,  all  that  is  left  for  an  ex- 
aminer is  to  interpret  those  facts  and  determine  whether  it  would 
be  probable  that  these  conditions  existing  would  unite  in  two  differ- 
ent machines,  and  in  my  opinion  proper  illustration  makes  this  con- 
dusion  so  inevitable,  so  irresistible,  that  it  must  be  admitted.  It  is 
like  finding  a  man  with  all  those  scars  and  deformities,  I  mean 
finding  a  man  answering  that  description,  we  say  unquestionably 
that  is  the  man.  Now,  thAt  is  simply  done:  for  example,  this  matter 
of  alignment,  taking  the  various  representative  words,  and  I  will 
say  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  illustrate  all  of  the  characteristics,  but 
a  dozen  to  twenty  would  be  sufficient,  with  the  matter  of  vertical 
alignment,  for  example,  simply  photograph  on  a  large  scale,  all  these 
words  which  represent  characters  out  of  alignment  vertically  or 
horizontally,  or  out  of  alignment  in  relation  to  the  base  line,  then 
the  other  characters  out  of  relation  to  each  other  horizonta,lly,  just 
a  few  representative  ones,  and  when  they  are  combined  as  many  as 
twelve  to  twenty  different  characters  that  are  of  an  abnormal  char- 
acter and  at  the  same  time  there  is  not  present  any  differentiating 
characteristic,  the  conclusion,  in  my  opinion,  must  be  reached  that 
it  could  occur  in  but  one  way,  and  that  is  that  the  documents  which 
are  so  illustrated  were  written  on  the  same  typewriting  machine. 

Q.  I  nndei-stand  you  that  such  further  enlargements  and  photo- 
graphs are  not  necessary  for  your  conclusion? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  would  merely  be  further  instructive  evidence  to  any- 
body who  might  read  our  record? — A.  Yes,  sir.  That  is,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  some  of  these  things  without  a  very  careful  examination ; 
that  is.  a  deviation  in  alignment  may  not  be  more  than  a  very  small 
fraction  of  an  inch,  but  if  it  is  a  permanent,  persistent  deviation  it 
is  just  as  significant  as  though  it  deviated  an  inch,  as  evidence  point- 
ing to  that  particular  machine. 

Q.  These  charts  and  photographs,  copies  of  which  have  been  in 
use  here,  could  they  be  duplicated,  multiplied? — A.  Oh,  yes;  multi- 
plied in  a  number  of  ways,  by  photographic  process  on  ordinary 
printing  paper,  or  photograph  paper,  or  illustrated  by  half-tone 
plates. 

Q.  Without  changing  the  peculiarities? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  From  which  the  conclusions  are  reached? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  would  it  be  possible  in  that  bimch  of  papers  before  you, 
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Exhibits  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  lying  on  top,  would  it  be  possible  to  identify 
the  machines  on  which  Uiey  were  made  and  ^hat  ones  of  them,  if 
any  others,  were  written  on  the  same  machine  as  Exhibits  1,  2, 
3,  4? — A.  I  think  it  is  possible  to  do  it,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  time  would  that  i-equire? — A.  It  would  be  a  little 
difficult  to  tell  in  advance,  but  that  would  depend  somewhat  upon 
their  character  (I  have  not  looked  at  all  of  these) ;  the  character  of 
the  typewriting,  and  the  condition  of  the  ribbons  and  some  of  those 
thin'Ts  that  may  enter  into  it.  I  should  say  that  perhaps  a  day 
would  be  sufficient,  or  perhaps  less  than  that,  although  of  course 
such  an  examination  ought  to  be  made  with  extreme  care.  I  have 
several  thousands  of  specimens  of  typewriting  from  all  the  various 
machines  that  I  have  been  able  to  find  and  of  the  various  machines 
of  different  dates,  and,  of  course,  sometimes  a  question  may  arise 
regarding  a  particular  paper  that  would  take  a  long  time.  I'should 
think  most  of  these  could  be  separated  within  a  very  short  time. 

By  Mr.  Stfaens: 

Q.  Can  you  tell  from  your  inspection  of  those  exhibits,  C  1,  2,  3. 
and  4,  and  from  the  two  anonymous  letters  whether,  this  machiae 
had  been  used  very  much? — A.  It  would  be  a  little  difficult  to 
answer  that  question  with  a  veiy  great  degree  of  definiteness.  I 
should  say  this  machine  had  not  been  used  a  very  great  deal.  That 
is  not  a  veiy  definite  ijuestion  to  answer. 

Q.  The  point  is,  is  it  a  comparatively  old  machine  or  a  new  ma- 
chine, so  far  us  you  can  tell  or  the  typewriting  can  tell  you?— 
A.  The  design  of  the  letters  shows  that  the  machine  has  been  made 
since  1807.  I  said  189^  l)efai'e;  that  should  be  1897.  These  par- 
ticular letters  were  actually  made  in  1897.  Now,  of  course,  the 
character  of  the  work  on  the  typewriter  depends  very  much  on  the 
habits  of  the  operator.  There  are  some  operators  wlio  will  wear 
out  a  machine  in  half  the  time  required  tor  another  operator  to 
wear  out  a  machine.  The  defects  or  the  deterioration  of  a  type- 
writer depends  quite  largely  upon  the  frequency  of  the  type  bars 
with  each  other.  That  is  to  say  that  so  far  as  the  character  of  the 
work  is  concerned,  the  writer  who  writes  carelessly  and  strikes  two 
letters  at  the  same  time,  those  two  letters  strike  each  other  and  if 
that  occurs  often  the  result  is  defects  and  bad  work  in  that  particu- 
lar machine.  There  are  other  operators  with  whom  harmy  ever 
two  letters  will  conflict.  Then  there  are  those  who  strike  the  keys 
twice  as  hard  as  other  operators,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  say,  I  would 
not  undertake  to  say  from  the  character  of  the  work,  just  how  long 
the  macliine  had  been  used. 

Q.  I  called  attention  to  P^xhibit  103  of  anonymous  letter  on  the 
Postal  Telegraph  blank  in  line  4  in  the  word  "  submarine  "  the  ''  b  " 
drops  considerably  below  the  line? — X.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  not  that  indicate  that  that  machine  had  been  used  con- 
siderably, so  that  that  letter  had  become  a  little  out  of  place? — A.  I 
should  say  that  if  that  letter  was  going  to  print  like  that  every  time 
the  operator  would  probably  send  for  a  repair  man  and  have  him  fix 
it.  That  condition  as  shown  in  that  particular  word,  in  my  opinion, 
is  due  to  what  I  have  described  as  a  collision  between  two  type  bars. 
The  same  thing  occurs  in  the  word  ''  story  "  at  that  last  line  in  that 
same  writing.     If  two  type  bars  strike  together  in  very  rapid  opera- 
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tion  or  careless  operation ;  that  is,  two  letters  come  up  at  that  same 
point  or  very  nearly  together  thej  may  reach  the  printing  point  and 
only  one  of  them  print,  and  their  conflict  or  collision  forces  one  of 
them  out  of  position.  They  can  not  both  occupy  that  same  position 
at  the  same  time,  because  the  printing  point  is  the  same  for  all  char- 
acters. The  same  "  b  "  in  the  line  above  in  the  word  "  become  "  you 
will  observe  printed  on  the  line  with  the  other  characters. 

Q.  In  line  7  of  that  same  exhibit,  the  word  "defeat,"  the  same 
accident  probably  occurred  there? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
that  characteristic  was  due  to  the  omission  of  that  character,  and  it 
was  put  in  afterwards,  I  think,  between  the  other  two.  The  letters 
as  they  appear  "  defeated,"  each  occupying  a  tentli  of  an  inch, 
which  would  indicate  that  that  word  was  first  written  "  defated  "  and 
then  the  carriage  was  run  back  and  the  "  e  "  was  put  in  between  the 
*'f "  and  the  "a."  That  could  not  have  been  written  in  that  way, 
m  my  opinion,  in  the  regular  way. 

Q.  Does  or  does  not  tliat  indicate  that  this  piece  of  typewritinff 
was  written  hurriedly  or  by  a  person  who  was  giving  any  care  to  it  i 
Is  there  any  such  indication  as  that? — ^A.  I  should  say  that  that 
characteristic  you  have  already  referred  to  in  the  word  "  submarine," 
the  omission  of  "  e  "  in  the  word  "  defeat,"  and  the  word  "  story  " 
there,  which  in  my  opinion  was  also  due  to  the  collision  of  the  type 
bars,  would  indicate  this  was  written  very  rapidly  or  very  carelessly. 

Q.  I  call  attention  to  one  other  characteristic  or  that  letter  on  tele- 
graph blank  No.  103,  and  that  is  the  alignment  and  paragraphing  of 
the  four,  the  beficinnin^  of  which  are  in  a  very  good  alignment,  are 
they  not,  as  to  the  beginning  of  the  line? — ^A.  They  all  l^gin  at  the 
same  space  on  the  machine. 

Q.  The  next  five  lines  begin  one  word  farther  to  the  right. — ^A. 
Yes;  four  spaces  farther  to  the  right. 

Q.  And  tne  alignment  of  the  first  five  lines  so  far  as  the  first  word 
beginning  in  a  perpendicular  is  a  good  alignment? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  next  alignment  begins  with  a  fairly  good  alignment  in 
the  first  paragraph? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  or  does  not  that  indicate  that  the  person  who  wrote  that 
was  an  experienced  operator  and  was  accustomed  to  paragraphing 
and  lining? — A.  AYell,  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  that  that  would 

Eoint  to  an  experienced  operator.  I  think  that  the  condition  you 
ave  referred  to  is  due  to  the  fact  that  each  of  those  five  lines  except- 
ing the  last  one  is  a  separate  statement  and  grammatically  of  course 
should  be  paragraphed.  Now,  the  habit  of  paragraphing  in  type- 
writing with  most  operators  is  to  indent  a  paragraph  at  five  spaces. 
That  is  just  exactly  what  is  done  here,  five  spaces  in.  The  first  state- 
ment "  submarine  foe  "  and  there  would  be  another  indication  of  care- 
less typewriting.  "New  York  Herald  and  Washington  Post;"  that 
is  a  separate  statement  and  of  course  is  paragraphed.  Next  one, 
*'Loud  can  be  defeated  on  this  proposition  alone  by  you,"  is  another 
paragraph  and  another  statement  which  would  be  indented  and  para- 
graphed in  ordinary  proper  construction.  Then  the  neit  one  is  an- 
other one,  so  that  this  peculiar  indentation  is  really  the  parasrraphing 
of  all  those  five  statements  in  the  same  manner  exactly.  Of  course 
another  indication  in  this  paper  that  it  is  written  carelessly  and  rap- 
idly is  the  fact  that  the  first  line  is  not  indented  where  "Loud" 
should  really  have  begun  in  five  spaces. 
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Q.  So  that  SO  far  as  a  hasty  examination  of  this  one  paper  is  oon- 
cemed  the  indications  are  that  is  was  written  by  an  experienced  oper- 
ator on  a  machine  that  was  not  very  badly  worn,  written  in  some 
haste  and  carelessness,  but  he  exercised  experience  and  skill  in  para- 
graphing and  spacing,  is  that  your  opinion? — A.  Well,  I  should  say 
part  of  that.  Of  course  there  is  an  error  in  paragraphing  the  very 
first  thing,  that  the  word  "  Loud  "  should  have  been  indented-  So 
that  I  should  hesitate  to  describe  the  characteristics  of  such  a  type- 
writer operator  with  a  very  great  degree  of  detail. 

Q.  You  would  not  care  to  indicate  any  operator  by  the  character- 
istics that  have  so  far  appeared  ? — A.  Except  that  I  should  say  that 
this  was  either  very  rapidly  or  carelessly  written,  or  written  br 
one — well,  I  should  say  just  rapidly  or  carelessly. 

I  want  to  say  in  addition  to  what  T  have  already  said  in  regard  to 
these  Various  characteristics  that  I  have  not  described  nearly  all  of 
the  characteristics  which  do  appear,  but  I  should  say  from  those 
that  I  described  in  combination  that  they  are  sufficienf  on  which  to 
base  an  opinion  that  these  documents  are  all  written  by  the  same 
machine. 

Q.  AMien  a  machine  is  operated  in  a  hasty  or  careless  way  and 
much  work  is  turned  out  from  it,  will  not  the  parts  become*  loose 
and  tend  to  wobble  and  change  their  alignment  or  position  some?— 
A.  Yes;  particularly  on  most  machines  of  this  character;  that  is. 
machines  that  use  a  swinging  type  bar  there  is  a  tendency  to  become 
loose,  so  that  an  occasional  character  will  print  in  an  abnormal  way 
sometimes.  Then  this,  again,  of  course  is  due  to  the  skill  and  char- 
acter of  the  operator. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  these  various  documents.  Is  there  any 
indication^— that  is,  in  all  of  the  six  papers  that  are  before  you  is 
there  any  indication  from  your  examination  of  them  that  the  operator 
possessed  experience  and  skill  in  the  use  of  punctuation  and  spell- 
ing?— A.>  Yes;  my  opinion  is  that  these  documents  show  quite  accu- 
rate results  in  this  direction. 

Q.  More  than  the  ordinary  individual  uses  in  typewriting? — A.  I 
would  not  call  this  extraordinarily  good.  I  should  say  this  is  what 
you  might  call  average  results,  average  work. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  appearance;  T  am  speaking  of  the 
spelling  and  the  punctuation  of  it,  to  be  read. — A.  Well,  I  should 
call  it  about  average  typewriting,  the  average  result  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Q.  About  the  average  skill? — A.  Yes;  I  should  tliink  so. 

Q.  About  the  average  skill? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  the  machine  has  become  worn  somewhat  and  some  of 
the  letters  have  become  used  and  loose,  does  that  change  the  situ- 
ation any  as  to  your  identification  of  the  machine  from  the  work 
that  comes  from  it? — A.  Yes,  sir:  T  should  say  just  in  propor- 
tion that  those  conditions  develop,  just  in  that  proportion  it  is 
possible  to  identifj'^  the  machine.  Of  course  the  more  nearly  perfect 
the  machine,  is  in  every  way  the  more  difficult  it  becomes  to  iaentify 
its  work,  and  the  more  abnormal  it  becomes,  defective,  the  more 
easy  it  is  to  identify  its  work.  There  are  certain  other  character- 
istics here,  perhaps,  I  might  call  attention  to  combined  with  thcwe 
I  have  already  described,  one  of  which  is  the  small  "  d,"  which  in 
both  sets  of  these  documents — that  is,  those  in  question  with  the  ones 
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with  which  they  are  compared — ^the  small  "d"  leans  to  the  right 
in  most  instances;  there  is  a  slight  variation  in  it.  Next  the  small 
"  V."  I  think  attention  has  not  been  called  to  tMs.  The  small  "  v," 
in  my  opinion,  shows  that  the  type  face  of  that  letter  has  been 
injured,  so  that  it  prints  heavier  than  it  should  normally.  That 
is,  this  particular  letter  in  most  instances  where  there  is  a  uniform 
impression  is  a  lighter  "  v  "  because  the  lines  are  wider.  The  width 
on  these  type  faces  as  made  originally  are  all  the  same,  but  these 
conflicts,  collisions  between  letters,  batter  the  faces  of  certain  letters 
as  the  accidents  occur,  so  that  that  letter  would  alwavs  afterwards 
print  with  a  heavier  impression,  a  slightly  darker  and  heavier  line, 
and  the  capital  "  R  "  prints  slightljr  to  the  left,  and  is  just  a  little 
bit  twisted,  so  that  the  top  of  it  prints  a  little  too  far  to  the  right 
in  proportion  to  the  base;  1  mean  usually.  Some  of  these  character- 
istics are  due  to  the  lack  of  imiformity  m  the  impression.  Also  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  base  of  the  small  "  i "  is  frequently  heavier 
than  the  left-hand  side,  which,  I  think,  is  due  to  the  same  cause; 
that  is,  I  think,  to  the  fact  that  the  letter  prints  j&rst  slightly 
darker  on  the  right-hand  side.  I  should  say  that  all  the  identities 
described  are  ample  on  which  to  base  the  conclusion  that  the  docu- 
ments are  all  written  by  the  same  machine. 

By  Mr.  Howabd: 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  the  liability  of  a  typewriter  to  wear  with 
age.  Apart  from  any  matter  of  extent  of  time,  is  it  true  that  a 
type  bar  wears  into  another  part  and  elbow  that  the  bar  wears 
in! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  how  is  that  adjusted? — A.  It  is  adjusted  by  tightening 
of  certain  screws  which  affect  the  bearing,  and  of  course  as  the 
machine  wears  the  bearings  become  loose,  and  it  then  writes  more 
erratically  than  it  would  when  it  was  new  and  better  adjusted.  That 
is  to  say,  that  a  slight  wearing  of  the  bearings  may  affect  a  letter  so 
that  it  prints  not  with  absolute  uniformity,  but  with  a  divergence 
that  may  be  slightly  in  two  directions,  and  that  is  particularly  of 
certain  characters  on  certain  machines  that  may  become  loose. 

Q.  Is  that  bearing  adjusted  to  its  component  part  as  being  laid  in 
as  in  aj^^w  lik©  ^^^^  spectacle  ? — A.  It  is  on  the  Smith  machine. 

Q.  The  Smith  Premier  i — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  it  works  in  a  jaw  fastened  with  a  screw,  or  is  it 
bradded  ? — A.  Well,  now,  I  can  not  remember.  I  know  on  the  Rem- 
ington machine  the  adjustment  of  each  joint  is  an  adjustment  that 
can  be  adjusted  bv  a  screw  in  connection  with  the  joint  itself,  but  I 
can  not  just  at  this  moment  remember  about  the  Smith. 

Q.  The  type  bar,  the  part  the  type  is  adjusted  to,  is  about  2^  to  3 
inches  long,  is  it,  if  you  count  the  elbow  joint? — A.  Yes;  I  should 
say  about  3  inches  on  the  Smith  machine.  It  has  a  slightly  larger 
what  you  call  "  basket  "  than  the  other  machines,  because  it  has  twice 
as  many  bars. 

Q.  Now,  then,  the  length  is  something  like  2i  inches  until  you  get 
to  the  keyboard  ? — ^A.  "^s. 

Q.  If  you  strike  a  keyboard  that  actuates  a  straight  bar  2^  inches, 
with  that  much  leverage  or  leverage  starting  about  two-thirds  of  its 

length,  then  a  joint  and  type  bar  working  into  that  joint ^A. 

That  is  not,  I  think,  exactly  the  way  I  understand  your  question. 
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Q.  Are  there  two  parts  from  the  keyboard  to  the  type? — ^A.  There 
are  three  parts. 

Q.  Three  joints? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  what  is  the  liability  of  wear  where  there  is  a  construc- 
tion of  that  sort? — ^A.  Of  course  it  does  wear  a  little,  and  a  little 
wear  at  the  joint  of  course  would  be  accentuated  at  the  end  of  the 
bar. 

Q.  By  as  many  times  as  there  are  joints? — ^A.  As  the  proportion 
to  the  joint  is  to  the  length  of  the  bar. 

Q.  Is  not  that  tendency  to  wear  at  each  jaw  into  which  it  is  set 
as  well  as  wear  on  the  pin  that  passes  through  the  ioint? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  wears  on  the  pin  that  passes  throujzh  the  jaw ;  the  tend- 
ency of  that  would  be  to  lengthen  the  type  barf— A.  Yes, 

Q.  If  it  wears  the  right  or  left  jaw  the  tendency  would  be  to 
throw  the  letter  to  the  right  or  left  m  alignment? — A.  That  would 
depend  upon  the  position  of  the  letter  in  the  basket.  Now,  in  the 
Smith  machine  the  letters  are  all  hung  in  what  is  called  a  "bas- 
ket," and  that  is  a  fact  that  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
careful  examination  of  this  matter  of  alignment.  If  I  had  a  pa- 
per, I  could  illustrate  that.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  this  circle, 
which  we  may  divide  into  four  divisions;  now,  if  the  line  of 
the  type  is  from  left  to  right,  as  I  have  described  here,  then  a  ^pe 
bar  that  hangs  on  the  lower  part  of  the  basket  at  the  base  would  be 
more  likely  to  have  a  variation  in  alignment  from  right  to  left, 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  swinging  of  the  bar  would  be  from  left 
t^  right.  If  the  character  is  attached  on  a  parallel  line,  the  swing- 
ing of  the  bar  would  affect  the  alignment  in  a  vertical  position,  so 
that  the  effect  on  the  alignment  would  depend  upon  the  position  in 
the  basket  of  the  particular  character. 

Q.  That  loosenmff  of  the  joint  mav  go  on  from  natural  wear  or  it 
may  be  accelerated  Dv  dust  and  oil  tliat  tends  to  cut  awav  the  metal 
joint?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  cut  it  more  or  less  rapidly  as  care  or  want  of  care  is  taken 
of  the  machine  ? — A.  That  is  true. 

Q.  The  defects  in  the  machine,  Avhatever  thev  are,  the  result  of  the 
letter  striking  to  the  left  and  right  of  a  vertical  line  to  the  line  of 
alignment,  would  be  probably  the  result  of  wear  in  the  joint  of  the 
tvpe  bar,  would  it  not  ? — A.  I  think  very  frequently  the  cause  of 
that  in  the  Smith  machine  is  in  these  conflicts  of  the  bars  with  each 
other;  that  is,  they  become  bent  as  struck  very  rapidly  and  hard. 
Then  that  bar  until  it  was  readjusted  would  prfnt  abnormally  even' 
time. 

Q.  Abnormally  in  whatever  direction  the  bend  happened  to  go?— 
A.  Yes;  and  both  of  these  things  affect  the  alignment.  That  which 
you  describe  is  one  of  the  distinctions  that  different  typewriters  make 
in  describing  their  machine,  or  advertising  their  machine,  as  to  the 
permanency  of  the  alignment,  is  the  proportion  of  the  bearing  to  the 
type  bar,  to  the  length  of  the  bar.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  of 
machines  claim  the  bar  is  so  long  that  the  slight  wear  would  not 
affect  the  bar  at  the  printing  point,  which  of  course  is  perfectly  tnie. 

Q.  The  fulcrum  there  is  put  nearer  to  the  joint? — A.  No.  The 
bearing  has  two  points  of  contact,  and  there  are  machines  that  have 
a  bearing  only  three-fourths  of  an  inch  line.  This  bearing  on  the 
Smith  machine — the  Smith  machine  has  a  bearing  that  is  not  adjust- 
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tbie,  but  I  recollect  now  it  has  a  long  bearing,  so  that  there  are  two 
points  of  contact^  but  not  adjustable  for  eadi  on  a  type  bar.  The 
Remington  machine  has  a  type  adjustment  for  each  bar  so  that  this 
wear  could  be  taken  up,  but  tne  Smith  machine  has  a  long  bar,  mini- 
mizing the  exact  effect  you  describe,  so  that  the  little  wear  would  not 
affect  the  letter  so  much  as  it  would  in  the  short  one. 

Q.  I  understand  in  making  a  new  machine  the  type  is  pressed  by 
power  into  a  matrix  or  into  an  opening  into  the  end  of  a  bar,  that 
13  pressed  by  machinery.  If  there  should  be  any  inaccuracy  in  ad- 
justment as  it  is  being  pressed  into  place,  would  that  not  remain 
pennanent? — A.  It  would.  An  illustration  of  that  fact  is  shown  in 
the  fact  already  referred  to  in  my  pamphlet,  in  which  the  letter  "  i " 
and  the  figure  "  2  "  appear  in  which  there  is  irregularity  in  the  line 
which  was  a  fundamental  defect  in  those  letters,  as  of  course  in 
natural  size  it  is  veiy  small.  These  letters  are  made  cold,  that  is, 
the  cold  metal  pressed  into  the  matrix ;  sometimes  that  does  not  quite 
fill,  and  the  result  is  sawteeth  in  the  edge  of  the  letter.  If  it  is  not 
pronounced  the  inspectors  do  not  throw  it  out.  In  a  brand-new 
machine  with  quite  a  number  of  such  defects  it  would  of  course  tend 
to  identify  it  in  a  very  pronounced  manner. 

Q.  You  would  say  of  a  typewriter,  then,  that  from  the  time  of 
it&  purchase  and  actual  use  it  is  in  the  process  of  dying? — ^A.  It  is 
in  the  process  of  dying  and  wearing  out,  and  that  process  tends  to  in- 
dividualize it  in  a  continuous  manner. 

Q.  Like  any  rickety  man? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Mr.  Osbom,  I  forgot  to  ask  you  one  question.  I  think  I  forgot 
to  ask  you  about  the  envelope.  There  is  an  envelope  addressed  to 
Senator  Frank  Edinborough,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  in  which  the  New 
Willard  letter  was  inclosed.  Have  yon  examined  the  typewriting  in 
which  that  letter  was  addressed? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  that  was  written  on  the  same 
machine  as  the  letter  itself? — A.  In  my  opinion  it  is. 

Q.  And  the  exhibits  "  C  1 "  to  "  C  4?  '^— A.  The  same. 

Q.  And  the  typewriting  on  the  telegraph  blank? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  now  hand  you  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Detroit  Free 
Press,  Washington  ,  D.  C.,  and  the  New  Willard  envelope,  being  the 
one  in  which  the  New  Willard  letter  was  inclosed;  you  have  seen 
them,  I  think  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  that  was  on  the  same  typewriter  ? — A.  In 
mv  opinion  it  was  the  same  typewriter,  although  I  would  say  in  re- 
gai-d  to  that  the  certainty,  positive  character  of  conclusion  would 
not  be  90  forcible  as  in  connection  with  these  larger  documents,  be- 
cause we  have  comparatively  few  characters,  but  there  are  enough 
to  indicate  that  it  is  the  same  machine. 

Q.  Then  your  judgment  is  that  it  is  the  same  machine? — A,  The 
same  machine. 

Mr.  Olmstej).  T  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Carvalho.  have  you  studied 
those  envelopes  i 

Mr.  Carvalho.  T  have,  sir. 

ilr.  Olmsted.  Will  you  say  the  tyj^ewritten  addresses  on  these 
envelopes  were  or  were  not  written  on  the  same  typewriting  ma- 
chine as  the  New  Willard  letter  and  the  Postal  Telegraph  matter 
there  ami  Exhibits  "  C  1,  2,  3,  and  4?" 
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Mr.  CARVAiiHO.  Unquestionably  were  written  on  the  same  type- 
writing machine. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  On  the  same  type  of  typewriting  machine  ? 

Mr.  Carvalho.  On  the  same  typewriting  ma<;hine;  same  identical 
machine. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Mr.  Kinsley,  have  you  examined  those  envelopes 
in  connection  with  the  other  papers? 

Mr.  Kinsley.  I  have. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  they  were  in  your 
judgment  written  on  the  same  typewriting  machine  as  the  Postal 
telegram  communication  and  the  New  Willard  letter  and  Exhibits 
"CI,  2,  3,  and  4?" 

Mr.  Kinsley.  In  my  opinion  they  were. 

Senator  THniSTON.T  would  like  the  conmiittee  to  ask  the  witness 
one  or  two  questions.  I  have  not  time  to  prepare  them.  I  will  state 
them  to  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Thurston  would  like  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee some  questions  to  be  asked  by  you. 

Senator  Thurston.  The  witness,  I  think,  has  stated  some  abnormal 
characteristics  of  the  *'v "  and  *'  n "  in  these  different  writing:s. 
Now,  on  line  1  of  this  document  I  find  one  "  v  "  in  conjunction  with 
some  "  n's."  Tn  the  next  to  the  last  line  I  find  two  "  v's  "  in  con- 
nection with  the  two  "  ns,"  and  there  is  another ."  v  "  in  here  some- 
wheres,  and  in  the  line  beginning  with  "  diving  type  "  there  is  also  a 
"  v."  I  would  like  to  have  the  committee  ask  the  witness  to  exam- 
ine these  and  see  whether  he  finds  the  abnormal  chara<*teristics  in 
tliese  "  v's "  and  these  "  n's "  that  he  has  testified  to  in  the  other 
papers. 

TESTIMONY  OF  ALBEET  S.  OSBOBN— Eesmned. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  identify  those  in  anv  way  [handing  wit- 
ness document  numbered  No.  109].  T  will  asK  you  to  examine  it 
and  state  whether  you  wish  to  examine  it  under  instruments. 

Senator  Thurston.  The  "  v's  "  and  "  n's  " — ^I  will  point  to  you 
where  they  are.  Here  is  a  "  v  "  and  an  "  n,"  there  "  diving  type." 
There  is  also  a  "  v/'  down  here  are  two  "  v's  "  in  connection  with 
"  n's." 

A.  I  should  say  two  "  v's  "  in  the  next  to  the  last  line  on  the  paper 
handed  to  me  are  heavier  than  the  two  "n's  "  that  precede  it. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  want  to  know  whether  you  found  any  of  the 
distingiiishing  imperfections  in  the  "  v's  "  and  "  n's  "  that  you  have 
found  in  the  other  documents,  and  if  you  can  not  answer  that  at  once, 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  have  you  examine  that  typewriting  and  testify 
after  a  careful  examination. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Did  I  hear  that  you  wanted  the  letter  ''v?" 

Senator  Thi  hston.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  the  "  v  "  and  "  n." 

The  Chairman.  The  witness  who  testified  as  to  writing  most  of 
these  questions  and  as  to  the  machines  that  were  used  stated  while  on 
the  stand  that  he  was  not  certain  whether  the  originals  of  any  of 
these  carbon  sheets  were  preserved,  but  that  they  were  written  prob- 
ably in  the  neighborhood  of  some  five  or  six  weeks  ago.  He  was 
asked  to  make  search  and  see  if  he  had  any  of  them,  and  the  witness 
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has  very  kindly  presented  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  two 
original  sheets  of  which  the  carbon  copies  have  been  in  evidence.  The 
one  original  sheet  which  we  will  mark  Exhibit  107  i^  the  first  page  of 
questions  propounded  to  be  asked  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Creecy,  Mr.  F.  P.  B. 
Sands,  ana  Dr.  W.  R.  Kerr,  and  is  stated  by  him  to  have  been  written 
upon  the  L.  C.  Smith  typewriter.  The  other  is  the  original  of  page 
4  of  the  series  of  questions  to  be  propounded  to  Mr.  Spear  and  wul 
be  marked  Exhibit  108,  and  is  stated  to  be  a  sample  of  the  Smith 
Premier  work  when  they  were  originally  made. 

I  will  ask  this  witness  (Mr.  Osborn)  to  also  examine  these  two 
sheets  and  be  prepared  to  tell  us  on  Monday  morning  in  reference  to 
these  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  doubt  the  witness's  statement 
whether  thev  were  written  on  those  two  kinds  of  machines. 

Senator  Thurston.  Well,  I  only  spoke  about  the  "  v's  "  and  "n's." 
I  would  like  for  my  own  satisfaction  to  have  the  witness  carefully 
examine  and  be  prepared  to  state  his  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
this  sheet  was  written  on  the  same  identical  typewriter  with  the 
others  that  he  has  testified  about,  taking  all  the  writing  into  con- 
sideration. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  be  glad  to  have  the  witness  do  so. 

The  Witness.  You  do  not  want  me  to  say  it  now? 

The  Chairman.  Take  the  time  that  is  sufficient  to  do  it. 

JOHN  M.  THUESTON— Recalled. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  I  show  you  letter  dated  March  19,  1908,  addressed  "  Mr.  Chair- 
man "  and  signed  "  George  L.  Lilley,"  and  ask  you  whether  or  not 
it  was  prepared  or  dictated  by  you  ? — A.  You  showed  me  this  letter 
a  moment  since  and  I  ran  it  over.  The  substance  of  that  letter  was 
raidoubtedly  dictated  by  me.  All  the  dictations  I  made  have  been 
referred  to  in  the  testimoinr,  and  were  dictated  by  me  to  Mr.  Neff. 
I  never  saw  any  of  them  after  they  were  run  on  the  typewriter,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  say  whether  or  not  any  changes 
had  not  been  made  in  my  dictation,  but  generally  speaking  they  were 
those,  my  dictation. 

Q.  And  this  is  substantially  your  dictation? — A.  Substantially 
my  dictation. 

The  Chairman.  The  conmiittee  will  take  a  recess  until  11  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  Mon- 
day morning,  April  20,  1908.) 
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Select  Committee  undeb  H.  Res.  288, 

House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  20, 1908. 
The  committee  met  at  11.30  o'clock  a.  m. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 
The  Chaibman.  The  conmiittee  will  be  in  order. 
One  of  the  witnesses  who  was  subpoenaed  for- to-day  has  tele- 
phoned one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  that  for  special  rea- 
sons he  would   like  to  be  heard   as  early  as   possible.     1  will   call 
Mr.  Flint. 

TESTIMOHY  OF  CHABLE8  R.  FXIHT. 

Charles  R.  Flint,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  Examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  The  gentleman  who  has  handed  up  this  docu- 
ment; you  will  describe  Uus,  please. 

Mr.  Sntder.  They  are  described  there  as  questions.  Mr.  Flint, 
the  witness,  requests  of  the  committee  during  the  course  of  the 
examination  to  allow  him  to  answer  certain  questions. 

The  Chaibman.  Your  name,  please. 

Mr.  Snydeb.  J.  Frank  Snyder. 

The  Chaibman.  You  appear  as  counsel? 

Mr.  Snydeb.  For  Mr.  Flint. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  residence,  and  occupation? — ^A.  Charles  R. 
Flint;  residence,  4  East  Thirty-sixth  street.  New  York;  business, 
merchant,  and  interested  in  manufacture  and  railways. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  connection  with  the  manufacturjB  or 
sale  of  submarine  boats  for  use  for  naval  purposes? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I 
have  had  connection  with  the  negotiating  of  sales  of  submarine  boats. 

Q.  In  what  way  and  for  whom? — ^A.  I  have  sold  submarines  in 
Europe  to  governments  there. 

Q.  How  long  ago  did  that  connection  begin,  and  when  has  it  ter- 
minated, if  it  has  terminated? — ^A.  It  began  early  in  1904  and  the 
relation  has  not  terminated. 

Q.  What  connection  have  you  had,  if  any,  with  the  United  States 
business  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  sell  or  assist  in  the  sale  of  their 
boats  to  the  United  States?— A.  No. 

Q.  Your  business  has  been  confined  to  the  European  business  of 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  To  foreign  business;  I  have 
negotiated  sales  in  Latin  America  and  also  in  the  East,  in  China. 
.  Q.  Have  you  been  their  exclusive  foreign  agent? — A.  I  think  not. 
1  think  that  we  have  been  their  principal  agent,  and  the  only  sales 
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which  thev  have  made  have  been  made  by  us;  and  I  think  they  have 
conducted  some  other  negotiations  through  other  parties  at  points 
where  we  did  not  have  special  facilities. 

Q.  With  what  officer  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has 
your  business  relations  been  conducted?— A.  With  the  president, 
lilr.  Lake. 

Q.  Whict  Mr,  Lake? — ^A.  With  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  and  \%ith  the 
treasurer,  Mr.  Miller. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  officers  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  ? — ^A.  I  nave  met  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake? — ^A.  I  have  met  him,  but  I  have 
never  transacted  any  business  with  him. 

Q.  Are  you  a  stockholder  or  director  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company  of  New 
Jersey,  wmch  manufactures  submarine  boats? — ^A.  I  have  met  Mr. 
Rice,  but  I  have  never  met  any  other  officer  of  the  company,  except 
that  I  have  met  Mr.  Vickers,  of  London,  and  Mr.  Saharoff,  of  Pans. 
Q.  Are  they  connected  with  the  company? — ^A.  I  understand  th^t 
they  control  the  company.  I  understand  that  the  company  is  con- 
trolled by  Vickers-Maxim,  of  London,  but  I  have  no  positive  knowl- 
edge. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  the  basis  of  your  understanding. — A.  It  has 
been  reported  by  my  agent,  my  associate,  Mr.  Berg,  in  Europe,  and 
I  have  heard  it  a  number  or  ways,  but  I  have  no  positive  knowledge. 
Q.  In  what  way  did  your  report  come  from  Mr.  Berg? — ^A.  In 
connection  with  European  negotiations.  He  informed  me  that  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  was  controlled  by  Vickers-Maxim. 
Q.  By  letter  or  verbal  report? — ^A.  Oral. 

Q.  Is  that  all  the  information  you  have  from  abroad  concerning 
this  matter? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  What  information  have  you  from  this  country  concermng  that 
matter? — A.  I  havenH  any  positive  information  except  that  I  under- 
stood from  Mr.  Rice  that  they  were  very  largely  interested.  I  think 
I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  understood  that  they  controlled  the 
Electric  Boat  Company,  but  he  did  not  deny  the  fact;  he  indicated 
to  me  that  he  fully  represented  them  and  that  whatever  he  recom- 
mended he  thought  would  be  adopted  by  Vickers-Maxim. 

Q.  Your  only  information,  then,  concerning  this  that  you  have 
obtained  in  this  country  comes  from  Mr.  Rice?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  you  have  no  other  information? — A,  No; 
I  do  not  remember  any  other. 

Q.  Now%  when  did  Mr.  Rice  tell  you  this? — A.  When  I  called  on 
him  about  a  year  ago. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  call  upon  Mr.  Rice  a  year  a^?— 
A.  Mr.  Browne  had  initiated  the  idea  of  some  arrangement  being 
made  between  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the  United  States 
Lake  Company,  and  the  idea  appealed  to  me  that  it  might  be  wise  par- 
ticularly owing  to  the  fact  that  there  w^as  much  patent  litigation  in 
Congress  and  I  was  desirous,  being  interested  in  tne  foreign  Dusiness, 
that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  whereby  the  submarines 
could  be  developed  without  the  Umitations  existing  owing  to  the 
patents  owned   oy  different  parties  or  patents  covering  diflFerent 
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points  or  owing  to  a  conflict  of  patents,  and  I  was  particularly  inter- 
ested in  the  matter,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  wanted  the  best  sub- 
marine boat  to  be  developed  without  patent  restrictions,  that  it 
would  enable  me  to  compete  more  successfully  with  the  boats  built 
in  Europe.  I  also  understood  in  the  event  of  any  arrangement 
being  made  that  I  might  personally  profit  thereby. 

Q.  Who  is  the  Mr.  Browne  that  you  refer  to  in  your  answer? — ^A. 
Mr.  Grant  Hugh  Browne.  He  has  been  referred  to  as  Hiigh  Grant 
Browne,  I  understand,  but  his  correct  name  is  Grant  Hugh  Browne. 

Q.  What  connection  has  he  with  either  one  of  these  companies  1 — A. 
None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  he  come  to  confer  with  you  about  this  mat- 
ter?— ^A.  Mr.  Browne  is  a  promoter,  and  he  thought  he  saw  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  profit,  and  as  Mr.  Browne  had  acted  for  me  in  some 
business  in  Europe  and  as  he  explained  to  me  that  he  did  not  know 
nnyone  connected  with  the  Lake  Company,  he  came  to  rue  for  our 
j^ood  offices,  feeling  that  I  might  assist  m  the  way  of  promotion  out  of 
which  he  could  mSke  a  good  profit. 

Q.  Did  he  inform  you  at  that  time  that  he  came  to  you  from  or  on 
behalf  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  meet  Mr.  Browne? — A.  I  employed  Mr. 
BroHne  at  a  time  when  Iwas  negotiating  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
Government  for  foreign  war  vessels  at  the  time  that  we  were  prepar- 
ing for  war  with  Spain. 

0.  Are  you  the  Mr.  Flint  who  made  the  piu'chases  of  the  vessels? — 
A.  I  conducted  the  negotiations  and  Mr.  Browne  acted  for  me  in  cer- 
tain matters  in  connection  with  those  negotiations. 

Q.  Now,  when  did  Mr.  Browne  come  to  you  concerning  this  sub- 
marine matter? — ^A.  He  came  to  me  about  a  year  ago. 

Q.  That  was  about  the  1st  of  May,  1907  ?y— A.  I  do  not  remember 
the  date,  but  it  was  prior  to  the  Newport  trials. 

Q.  The  Newport  tnals  began  the  1st  of  Maj^,  1907  ? — A.  It  was  prior 
to  those  trials. 

Q.  Where  did  he  first  meet  you  ydth  reference  to  this  matter? — ^A. 
He  came  to  rav  office. 

Q.  At  New  York?— A.  At  New  York. 

Q.  Where  is  that?— A.  25  Broad  street. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Browne  say  to  you  at  that  time  ? — ^A.  He  indicated 
to  me  that  he  thought  there  was  an  opportunity  to  make  arrangements 
that  would  be  profitable  and  said  that  he  would  like  to  take  it  up  as 
a  promoter,  and  I  told  him  that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Simon 
Lake,  and  that  I  would  be  glad  to  facilitate  the  transaction. 

Q.  Did  he  claim  to  represent  either  party  at  that  time?^A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do? — A.  I  saw  Mr.  Lake  and  told  him  that  Mr. 
Browne  had  come  to  me  with  this  suggestion,  and  suggested  the  idea 
that  some  proposition  might  be  forthcoming  tnat  might  be  interesting 
to  him. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  Mr.  Lake  at  that  time,  so  far  as  you  can 
recall?— A.  I  saia  that  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Browne  had  suggested 
these  negotiations,  and  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  no  harm  could  result 
from  his  considering  the  proposition  from  the  Electric  Boat  Company . 

Q.  Had  you  conferred  with  Mr.  Rice  prior  to  this  time? — A.  No. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Lake  was  this? — A,  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

I  Where  was  this  conversation? — A.  In  New  York. 
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Q.  Did  you  seek  to  encourage  Mr.  Lakers  acceptance  of  some  prop- 
osition toward  this  consolidation? — ^A.  I  encouraged  the  idea  of 
negotiations. 

Q.  What  was  your  ailment? — A.  My  argument  was  that  a  con- 
flict of  patents  would  be  avoided,  and  that  he,  as  an  inventor,  would 
be  able  to  work  out  the  best  submarine  and  be  unembarrassed  from 
patents,  which  were  possessed  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

CJ.  You  are  confident  that  you  pointed  out  the  advantage  of  con- 
solidating the  patent  interests?— A.  I  am. 

O.  Dirt  you  speak  to  him  concerning  any  advantages  in  selling 
his  boat  to  the  United  States  Government?— A.  No;  I  had  no  interest 
in  that. 

Q.  Did  you  call  to  his  attention  that  he  had  not  been  successful 
in  selling  boats  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States? — ^A.  That 
was  manifest,  and  I  may  have  referred  to  it.  I  don't  remember, 
but  it  would  be  Quite  natural  to  have  done  so. 

Q.  You  have  nad  rather  intimate  acauaintance  with  the  officers 
of  the  Navy  Department  who  buy  ana  use  and  construct  boats, 
haven't  you — ^with  the  United  States  Navy? — A.  No;  I  have  not 
been  in  the  Department  since  I  talked  about  the  negotiations  I 
have  referred  to  prior  to  the  war  with  Spain. 

Q.  So  that  you  may  have  encouraged  Mr.  Lake's  desire  to  consent 
to  this  consohdation  by  referring  to  his  lack  of  success  in  dealing 
with  the  United  States? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  prices  or  terms  did  you  name  to  Mr.  Lake.at  that  time?— 
A.  1  don't  remember.  I  know  that  there  was  no  serious  basis;  it 
did  not  get  to  the  point  of  real  business;  it  only  reached  the  stage  of 
preUminary  talk. 

Q.  Did  not  you  name  any  terms  at  all? — ^A.  I  don't  remember 
that  I  did.  Possibly  the  terms  may  have  been  talked  of,  and  I 
would  have  remembered  if  it  had  got  to  the  point  where  there  was 
any  real  business,  but  it  was  in  a  nebulous  stage  of  general  talk— it 
was  in  the  promotion  stage. 

Q.  Don't  you  recollect  naming  some  fi^re  to  Mr.  Lake  that  you 
thought  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  any  consideration? — ^A.  No;  I  don't 
remember  it.  It  did  not  get  to  tne  point  where  terms  were  being 
seriously  considered.  It  was  simply  in  the  early  promotion  stage 
and  never  reached  beyond  it. 

Q.  So  that  if  Mr.  Lake  has  a  recollection  that  terms  were  named, 
who  do  you  think  would  be  apt  to  be  mistaken  about  it?— A.  I  think 
he  woulH  be  more  Ukely  to  remember  it  than  I.  I  have  very  many 
different  interests,  and  I  am  not  in  the  way  of  remembering  con- 
versations so  far  removed  from  business  as  that  promotion  talk  was. 

Q.  When  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake  was  over,  did  you  ^o  to 
Mr. .Rice  about  it? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  I  saw  Mr,  Rice  a 
second  time  or  not;  I  may  have. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  time  you  saw  him  about  this? — A.  As  I 
have  stated,  it  was  after  I  had  been  approached  by  Mr.  Browne,  and 
it  was  before  the  Ne\^'port  trials. 

O.  Did  you  report  to  Mr.  Browne  the  result  of  your  interview 
with  Mr.  Lake? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  What  was  your  report? — A.  I  told  him  that  I  had  presented  the 
matter  to  Mr.  Lake,  the  general  idea,  but  that  Mr.  Lake  was— that 
it  did  not  look  to  me  as  though  business  was  likely  to  result. 
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O.  Did  jou  recommend  or  agree  that  Air.  Browne  should  consult 
with  Mr.  Rice  about  the  matter?— A.  It  was  not  natural  or  necessary. 
Mr.  Browne  had  initiated  these  negotiations.  He  was  talking  with 
Mr.  Rice.  There  was  no  reason  for  any  restriction  or  suggestion  on 
my  part. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Browne  tell  you  concerning  any  conferences  he 
had  had  with  Mr.  Rice  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  don't  remember,  but 
my  general  impression  is  that  after  Mr.  Browne  had  had  a  number 
of  conferences  he  felt  that  there  was  little  prospect  of  business. 

Q.  That  was  in  April,  1907? — ^A.  That  was  just  prior  or  some 
weeks  prior  to  the  Newport  trials. 

p.  Do  you  recollect  whether  you  had  any  interview  with  Mr.  Rice 
prior  to  the  Newport  trials  of  1907? — ^A.  Oh,  yes.  I  saw  Mr.  Rice  a. 
number  of  times  in  1904,  and  I  asked  him  whether  he  would  name 
a  price  at  which  he  would  dispose  of  submarines.  And  I  saw  him 
several  times  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  submarines — of  Mr.  Rice 
or  from  his  company. 

Q.  That  is,  you  were  desiring,  as  a  merchant,  to  purchase  subma- 
rines to  seU?— -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  were  not  attempting  to  negotiate  a  consolidation  at 
that  time? — A.  At  that  time,  no.  Then  1  met  Mr.  Rice  in  St.  Peters- 
burg; we  were  stopping  at  the  same  hotel,  and  I  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  him  there. 

Q.  Relative  to  consolidation? — A.  I  don't  remember.  Whatever 
the  conversation  was,  it  was  not  serious.  There  was  no  serious  nego- 
tiation. 

O.  Do  you  recollet  whether  or  not  you  had  had  any  conversation 
with  him  here  concerning  consolidation  of  the  two  companies? — A. 
I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  When  was  that?— A.  1905  and  1906— but  I  think  1905. 

Q.  Did  anything  result  from  that  conversation? — ^A.  Nothing 
whatever, 

Q.  And  nothing  resulted  from  the  conversation  or  conference  with 
Mr.  Browne  in  April,  1907? — A.  Nothing  whatever. 

O.  What  next  occurred  concerning  this  attempt  at  consoUdation  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Browne  came  to  me  again  last  month. 

Q.  That  was  March,  1908?— A.  March,  1908. 

Q.  Where  did  he  meet  you? — A.  He  came  to  my  office. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  He  said  he  thought  that  there  might  be 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  about  some  trade,  and  wanted  to  know 
whetner  I  would  again  lacUitate  the  business,  owing  to  my  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  Did  he  say  he  had  any  basis  for  negotiation? — ^A.  No.  He  in- 
dicated again  that  as  a  promoter  he  would  like  to  open  up  negotia- 
tions. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  negotiations  were  had  imme- 
diately aHer  the  Newport  trials?  xou  know  when  the  Newport 
trials  closed? — A.  Yes;  I  remember  in  general. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  negotiations  immediately  after  the  Newport 
trials? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  can  say  positively  that  tnere 
were  no  serious  negotiations.  There  may  have  been  some  talk,  but 
there  was  not  any  serious  negotiation. 

Q.  Then  what  occurred  in  March,  when  Mr.  Browne  came  to  you 
the  second  time,  as  you  recollect?— A.  I  told  Mr.  Bro^vne  that  I 
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would  be  very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  and  I  was  in  the  way  o. 
meeting  Mr.  iMse  frequently  from  the  fact  that  we  were  receivins 
cables  and  memoranda  trom  Europe  which  it  was  necessary  that  I 
communicate  to  Mr.  Lake,  so  I  told  Mr.  Browne  that  I  was  in  the 
way  of  seeing  Mr.  Lake  frequently  and  that  I  would  be  very  glad  to 
bring  the  matter  to  Mr.  Lake's  attention. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Browne  inform  you  then  that  he  represented  the. 
Electric  Boat  Company  or  Mr.  Kice  in  these  negotiations? — ^A.  Xo; 
he  led  me  to  understand  that  he  had  very  good  relations  with  Mr. 
Rice,  and  he  made  the  usual  advances  that  promoters  make  under 
those  circumstances. 

Q.  Did  he  state  that  he  had  any  authority  to  represent  Mr.  Rice  or 
anybody  else  in  connection  with  these  negotiations? — A.  No;  not  in 
specific  terms.  That  might  have  been  drawn  from  his  remarks,  but  I 
never  regarded  him  as  the  authorized  agent  of  Mr.  Rice  or  the  Elec- 
tric Boat  Company. 

Q  Did  you  seek  to  find  out  whether  he  represented  anything  1 — A. 
No.  The  negotiations  never  got  to  the  stage  where  I  regarded  them 
as  serious.  It  was  simply  the  endeavors  of  a  promoter  to  make  a 
commission,  and  it  never  reached  the  real  business  stage. 

Q.  Did  you  reach  the  stage  of  fixing  the  terms  or  fibres  conceming 
the  consolidation? — A.  No. 

Q.  At  this  conversation? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  approach  Mr.  Lake  as  a  result  of  this  conversation  with 
Mr.  Browne? — ^A.  Yes;  I  saw  Mr.  Lake,  and  I  told  him  that  Mr. 
Browne  had  seen  me;  that  apparently  from  what  Mr.  Browne  had  said 
there  was  a  disposition  on  tne  part  of  Mr.  Rice  to  make  some  propo- 
sition. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  Mr.  Lake,  and  when? — ^A.  I  was  in  the  way 
of  meeting  Mr.  Lake  frequently.  I  was  receiving  cables  firom  Russia; 
thev  were  very  desirous  that  Mr.  Lake  should  return  to  St.  Petersburg, 
ana  they  were  asking  for  information,  and* so  I  was  in  the  way  of  com- 
municating with  Mr.  Lake  very  frequently  in  regard  to  foreign  busi- 
ness, and  also  in  regard  to  business  at  other  points.  And  I  met  him,  I 
remember,  I  met  him  on  one  occasion  up  at  the  Engineer's  Club — on 
two  occasions. 

Q.  Didj'ouconferthere  with  him  about  this  matter? — ^A.  Yes. 

*;.  What  did  you  inform  him  ? — A.  I  told  him  that  Mr.  Browne  had 
come  to  me  at  my  ofiice  and  had  said  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Rice  and 
that  there  was  a  desired  opportunity  to  do  business;  that  I  had  not 
any  special  knowledge,  but  that  Mr.  Browne  felt  that  some  business 
could  DC  brought  about  that  would  be  mutually  advantageous. 

Q.  Did  you  inform  him  that  Mr.  Browne  represented  Mi,  Rice?— A. 
No;  except  so  far  as  Mr.  Browne  might  represent  a  man  in  n^otia- 
tions.  But  I  certainly  did  not  inform  him  that  Mr.  Browne  was  Mr. 
Rice's  a^ent,  because  Mr.  Browne  was  in  the  position  of  a  promo- 
ter, lookmg  for  an  opportunity  to  capitaUze  his  aoihty  as  a  negotiator. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  Lake  at  this  time  in  the  way  of  an  appoint- 
ment, or  meet  him  casually,  or  meet  on  some  other  business,  and  you 
then  talked  about  this?-^A.  I  met  on  other  business.  There  was 
probably  some  prearran^ement  made.  I  think  there  was  some 
arrangement  maae  with  him,  probably  bjr  phone. 

Q.  Made  where? — A.  Made  at  the  Engineers'  Club. 

Q.  To  meet  where? — A.  To  meet  at  the  Engineers'  CluD. 
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Q.  To  discuss  this  business? — A.  I  don't  remember;  probably  it 
vas  discussed  then,  and  other  business.  As  I  have  explained,  I  nad 
many  communications  from  Europe  in  the  form  of  memorandums  or 
letters  or  cables,  so  that  at  this  time  I  was  in  the  way  of  presenting 
considerable  business  to  Mr.  Lake  in  connection  with  foreign  orders 
and  business. 

Q.  You  telephoned  him  from  where? — ^A.  From  my  office. 

Q.  Where  did  you  reach  him  by  telephone? — ^A.  At  the  Engineers' 
aub,  I  think. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  him  over  that  telephone,  as  you  recollect? — 
A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Can  not  you  remember  any  part  of  the  conversation? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  out  of  the  ordinary  in  the  conversation 
that  you  had  with  him  over  the  telephone ?— A.  I  don't  think  so; 
anything  more  than  making  an  appomtment.  I  do  not  remember 
anything  further. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  his  talk  at  that  time  with  you  over  the  tele- 
phone?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  recognized  his  voice  ? — A.  I  think  so.  I  have  not  a  clear 
memory  in  regard  to  it. 

Q.  Would  you  not  recall  if  you  had  had  at  that  time  an  extended 
conversation  over  the  telephone  over  other  matters? — A.  If  the 
matters  were  very  important,  I  might. 

Q.  Now,  just  searcn  your  recollection  and  inform  the  committee 
as  far  as  you  can  the  subject  of  the  conversation  over  the  telephone 
at  that  time  in  making  the  appointment  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake. — A. 
I  do  not  remember  it. 

Q.  So,  if  Mr.  Lake's  recollection  differs  from  yours  as  to  what 
occurred  in  the  telephonic  communication,  might  you  or  he  be  mis- 
taken about  it? — A.  I  think  he  would  be  much  more  likely  to  remem- 
ber it  than  I. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  at  that  time  you  talked  with  him  about 
this  investigation? — A.  No,  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Might  you  not  have  talked  with  him  about  this  investigation 
over  the  telephone? — ^A.  It  would  be  very  unlikely,  for  the  reason 
that  I  had  no  interest  in  it  and  no  relation  to  it  whatsoever. 

Q.  So  that  to  the  best  of  your  recollection  no  such  telephone  con- 
versation occurred  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  met  him,  then,  at  the  Engineers'  Club,  pursuant  to  this 
agreement  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  your  meeting? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
just  the  time  of  day,  but  I  suppose  it  was  rather  early  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  day  of  the  month  or  of  the  week? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  what  was  your  conversation  there  \^ith  Mr.  Lake  concern- 
ing this  matter? — ^A.  I  told  Mr.  Lake  that  Mr.  Browne  had  called  on 
me  at  my  office  and  that  I  thought  he  had  seen  Mr.  Rice,  of  the  Elec- 
tric Company,  and  that  he  felt  that  some  arrangement  could  be  made 
that  would  be  mutually  advantageous,  and  1  probably  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Lake  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  pursue  the  matter  to 
find  whether  there  was  any  real  business  in  it. 

Q.  Was  that  all  your  conversation? — A.  No.  Mr.  Berg  was  with 
me,  and  we  spent  a  long  time  going  oyer  communications  from  Europe 
and  in  talking  about  our  foreign  business. 
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Q.  That  did  not  concern  this  matter  at  all? — A.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Q.  What  I  am  seeking  to  find  out  is  your  conversation  concerning 
this  matter  ? — A.  I  remember  that  there  was  a  communication  between 
Mr.  Browne  and  myself  by  telephone  at  that  time  at  the  Engineers' 
Club,  and  Mr.  Browne  called  me  up — ^he  knew  that  I  was  going  to  the 
Engineers'  Club — and  he  w^anted  to  further  his  promotion  ideas,  and 
he  asked  me  if  Mr.  Lake  and  myself  would  meet  Mr.  Rice  and  another 
officer  of  the  company,  I  think  his  name  is  Frost,  and  I  told  him  over 
the  phone  that  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost 
if  they  would  come  to  my  residence.  He  apparently  consulted  Mr. 
Rice,  and  Mr.  Rice  suggested  a  meeting  at  tne  St.  Regis  Hotel.  I 
immediately  telephoned  that  I  would  not  meet  Mr.  Rice  at  the  St. 
Regis,  or  any  other  hotel,  or  any  other  place;  that  if  he  wanted  to 
talk  business  with  me  he  could  come  to  my  house. 

Q.  Where  did  Mr.  Browne  say  that  he  was  at  the  time  this  tele- 

fhonic  communication  was  goine  on? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  but 
am  under  the  impression  that  ne  was  at  the  office  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company. 

Q.  Did  ne  state  that  he  was? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember,  but  my 
impression  that  he  was,  and  that  Mr.  Rice  was  present,  because  when 
I  refused  to  go  to  the  hotel,  I  know  that  he  gave  me  an  immediate 
answer,  indicating  that  Mr.  Rice  must  have  been  within  hearing 
distance. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  judge  that  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost  were 
both  with  him  at  that  time? — A.  It  is  an  impression.  I  have  no 
positive  recollection. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  by  telephone  any  such  conversations  or  a  number 
of  voices  so  that  you  could  judge  from  your  hearing  that  other 
persons  were  present? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  So  that  whatever  impression  you  got  you  got  from  his  telling 
you? — A,  From  Mr.  Browne. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  who  was  with  him  at  the  time? — ^A.  Not  that  I 
remember,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  Mr.  Rice  was  in  the  room  with  him. 

Q.  Why  did  you  judge  that  they  were  present  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
Rice? — A.  I  may  be  confused,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  have  heard 
since  that  Mr.  Browne  was  at  his  omce,  and  I  may  be  confused  as 
to  whether  I  knew  it  at  the  time  or  whether  it  has  been  on  account 
of  previous  information,  but  I  know  that  they  were  in  the  same 
room,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  Mr.  Browne  was  in  Mr.  Rice's  office, 
but  whether  I  knew  it  at  the  time  or  whether  I  learned  it  since,  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  know  at  that  time  who  else  was  there? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  since  learned  that  any  other  persons  were  there?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  Wliat  other  conversation  did  you  have  at  that  time  over  the 
telephone  concerning  this  matter  of  negotiations?  Were  the  terms 
considered? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  else  was  said? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  that 
Mr.  Browne  remarked  at  some  point — he  talked  of  millions,  but 
there  was  no  talk  of  any  real  monejr;  it  was  ''capitalized  hopes,"  but 
it  never  got  to  the  point  of  real  business. 

Q.  Did  not  you  talk  about  issuing  stock,  or  bonds,  or  something  ?-;- 
A.  Mr.  Browne  talked  about  it;  I  do  not  know  as  to  what  was  said 
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about  that,  but  Mr.  Browne  as  a  promoter — it  was  up  to  him  to  make 
su^estions. 

Q,  Did  he  make  suggestions  at  that  time  in  that  telephonic  conver- 
sation?— ^A.  I  do  not  think  so.  It  would  not  have  been  natiu'al  for  a 
man  to  have  made  suggestions  over  the  phone.  But  I  know  sugges- 
tions were  made.  I  remember  that  Mr.  Browne  saw  me  afterwards 
and  I  remember  of  his  talking  millions  in  some  form. 

Q.  But  that  was  afterwards? — A.  Yes;  I  think  so.  I  think  that 
ilr.  Browne  came  to  my  house  and,  after  the  manner  of  an  intelligent 
promoter,  he  was  suggesting  a  plan,  and  in  that  connection  I  remem- 
per  the  mention  of  large  figures  of  preferred  and  common  stock,  but 
it  never  reached  the  stage  where  it  came  anywhere  near  real  business. 
I  did  not  consider  the  matter  as  being  very  serious.  For  instance. 
I  would  not  have  gone  to  Mr.  Lake  about  the  matter  if  I  had  not  had 
other  business  with  him;  and  having  other  business  and  being  desirous 
of  acconmiodatixig  Mr.  Browne,  I  was  very  glad  to  talk  in  general  terms 
on  the  subject. 

Q.  At  that  time,  at  the  time  of  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Browne, 
was  the  subject  of  investigation  talked  over  by  telephone? — ^A.  Not 
that  I  remember. 

O.  You  have  said,  if  I  recall,  that  at  the  previous  conversation 
notning  was  said  about  this  investigation.  Now,  at  this  telephonic 
conversation  nothing  was  said? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Now,  when  next  after  that  did  you  meet  Mr.  Lake?  What  was 
that  conversation  at  that  time  concerning  this  consolidation? — ^A. 
There  was  a  talk  in  general  terms  in  which  1  stated  that  Mr.  Browne 
had  initiated  negotiations,  and  I  told  Mr.  Lake  that  I  had  refused 
to  call  on  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost,  but  I  said  that  I  would  see  them  at 
my  house,  and  I  think  I  said  to  Mr.  Browne  that  he  could  come  to  my 
house,  which  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  state  to  Mr.  Lake  any  terms  in  regard  to  consolidation 
at  that  time? — ^A.  There  was  nothmg  serious;  there  may  have  been 
some  talk,  but  I  do  not  remember  anything  special.  I  know  there  was 
no  specific  proposition.  It  was  not  a  treating  that  was  close  to  busi- 
ness; it  was  simply  in  a  nebulous  state,  in  the  form  of  a  general  con- 
versation. 

Q.  You  did  not  get  down  to  talking  a  million  or  a  million  and  a  half, 
or  any  specific  sum? — ^A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  As  a  basis  of  negotiation? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  at  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake  what  did  vou  tell  him 
about  what  the  Electric  Company  or  Mr.  Browne  had  said  to  you  con- 
cerning this  investigation? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember.  There  was  no 
serious  talk  in  regard  to  it.  I  never  had  any  relations  with  the 
United  States  biismess.     I  had  no  interest  in  it. 

Q.  You  have  had  two  conversations  with  Mr.  Browne;  now,  have 
you  had  previous  to  this  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Rice,  I  mean  in 
March,  up  to  this  time  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Rice  in  relation  to 
this? — ^A.  None  whatever.  My  attention  was  called  that  Mr.  Rice  in 
his  testimony,  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Rice,  my  attention  is  called  to 
a  statement.     I  made  a  note  of  it. 

Q.  We  can  furnish  it  to  you  if  you  wish. — A.  I  have  it  here. 
'Tmally,  Mr.  Flint  told  me  the  proposition  about  the  forming  of  a  new 
<*ompanv,  that  he  had  consulted  with  Mr.  Lake.''  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Rice;  I  had  no  meeting  with  him  whatsoever. 
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Q.  Up  to  this  time  you  had  no  meeting  with  Mr.  Rice? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  none  whatever,  ana  have  not  seen  him  since. 

Q.  Now,  at  what  time  did  you  meet  Mr.  Rice? — ^A.  I  met  Mr.  Rice 
a  year  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  not  meet  him  in  March  to  talk  over  this  matter  1 — ^A. 
No;  I  think  I  only  met  him  on  two  occasions  after  that  One  was  at  a 
supper  given  to  the  Russian  ambassador,  and  I  met  him  casually  on 
the  street  about  six  months  a^o;  I  have  not  seen  him  since. 

Q.  So  you  did  not  talk  to  him  at  all  within  the  month  of  March  last 
concerning  this  consolidation? — ^A.  I  have  not  talked  with  him  in  the 
last  six  months  or  with  any  officer  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

O.  Now,  during  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake  at  the  Engineers' 
Club,  the  first  conversation  you  had  with  him  while  you  were  talking 
with  Mr.  Browne  over  the  telephone,  what  did  you  tell  Mr.  Lake  at 
that  time  concerning  this  investigation? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  of 
talking  to  him  on  the  subject.  It  may  have  been  mentioned  inci- 
dentally, but  in  no  way  that  impressed  itself  on  my  mind.  I  had  no 
serious  talk  to  him  in  regard  to  the  investigation  because  it  was  a 
matter  in  which  I  had  no  interest  and  no  relation  to  it,  and  knew  and 
cared  very  Uttle  about  it. 

Q.  So  you  do  not  recall  any  conversation  in  which  Mr.  Rice  stated 
to  you  that  they  could  not  consider  the  matter  of  consohdation  be- 
cause they  were  under  investigation,  during  the  month  of  March 
last? — A.  I  am  absolutely  positive,  from  the  fact  that  I  have  not  had 
any  conversation  whatsoever,  face  to  face,  or  by  telephone,  or  any 
way  during  the  past  six  montlis  with  Mr.  Rice  or  with  any  officer  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  recall  having  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake 
at  the  time  you  ^vere  talking  wdth  Mr.  Browne  over  the  telephone, 
which  you  have  just  described,  having  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake 
at  that  time  concerning  this  investigation? — ^A.  No;  although  the 
matter  of  the  investigation  very  hkely  may  have  been  referred  to. 

Q.  In  what  way? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  ^Vho  referred  to  it? — A.  I  think  very  hkely  Mr.  Lake  may  have 
referred  to  it,  but  it  was  matter  I  had  no  interest  in,  and  I  do  not 
remember  the  conversation. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  ^vhat  he  said  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  you  said  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  of  enough  importance  so  that  it  would  impress  itself 
uj)on  you  as  a  part  of  this  negotiation  that  was  entitled  to  consider- 
ation?— A.  No;  I  never  reached  the  negotiation  in  a  stage  that  was 
serious.  Like  many  negotiations,  it  was  simply  in  the  stage  of  a  pro- 
moter trying  to  make  a  commission. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  that  part  of  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Browne 
that  Mr.  Kice  and  Mr.  Frost  were  there  in  the  room  and  were  veir 
anxious  to  have  you  and  Mr.  Lake  do  something  to  help  stop  this 
investigation? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  anything  that  was  said  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake  at 
that  time  that  Mr.  Rice'  and  Mr.  Frost  were  very  disturbed  about 
this  investigation,  and  that  they  wanted  to  do  something  to  stop 
it?— A.  No. 

Q.  Now  what  did  Mr.  Simon  Lake  teU  you  at  that  time  concerning 
his  attitude  in  this  investigation? — A.  I  do  not  remember.  It  was  a 
matter  that  I  was  not  interested  in,  and  the  reason  that  I  was  not 
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very  intensely  interested  in  the  subject  was  that  Mr.  Lake's  attitude 
was  such  that  I  made  up  my  mind  that  there  was  not  any  chanqe 
to  do  business. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  I  do  not  remember  what  he  said;  but 
he  was  more  interested  in  matters  pertaining  to  foreign  business 
and  did  not  regard  this  suggestion  of  Mr.  Browne's  seriously,  and  I 
made  up  my  mmd  that  I  could  not  make  any  progress  with  him. 

Q.  That  was  the  subject  of  that  conversation? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  conversation  you  had  with  anybody  con- 
cerning this  matter  of  consolidation? — A.  Mr.  Browne  came  to  my 
residence  and  said  that  he  felt  that  some  arrangement  could  be  made 
and  said  that  he  was  going  to  see  Mr.  Rice  and  that  he  thought  that 
it  was  a  good  opportunity  to  bring  about  some  business  and  I  think 
at  that  time  that  he  may  have  suggested  some  figures  and  some  plan, 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  one  further  question  concerning  your  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Lake  at  the  time  that  you  were  together  and  you 
talked  with  Mr.  Browne  over  the  telephone;  did  you  ask  Mr.  Lake 
at  that  time  if  there  was  any  objection  to  holding  the  matter  open 
so  that  it  might  be  subject  to  future  consideration  or  negotiation? — 
A.  I  think  that  I  indicated  to  Mr.  Lake  that  Mr.  Browne  was  to  see 
me  and  that  Mr.  Browne  had  indicated  that  he  wanted  to  see  me 
and  that  was  I  going  to  see  Mr.  Browne,  and  as  we  were  to  meet  Mr. 
Berg  lat«r  on  European  business,  I  told  him  that  it  was  imderstood 
that  I  would  naturally  report  to  him  what  Mr.  Browne  had  to  say 
when  Mr.  Browne  called  on  me  at  my  residence. 

Q.  So  that  after  this  you  did  have  another  conversation  with 
Mr.  Browne? — ^A.  Yes;  at  my  house. 

Q.  Please  tell  us  what  occurred  at  that  time — what  did  Mr.  Browne 
say  to  you? — ^A.  Mr.  Browne  was  then  persistent  in  trying  to  brine 
al)out  some  arrangement  by  which  he  would  make  a  promotion  ana 
a  commission,  and  he  suggested  some  ideas  of  a  plan  of  capitaliza- 
tion. 

Q.  What  were  those  ideas? — A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  remember 
that  he  had  promotion  ideas  as  to  negotiations  and  I  told  Mr.  Browne 
at  that  time  that  I  had  found  Mr.  Lake  in  a  frame  of  mind  where  I 
felt  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  Mr.  Lake  to  any  basis,  and  I  felt 
that  he  was  wasting  his  time. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Browne  indicate  to  you  that  the  figures  that  he  pre- 
sented were  authorized  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  by  Mr. 
Rice? — ^A.  No;  he  never  stated  to  me  at  any  time  that  he  repre- 
sented the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  figures  that  he  did  present  to  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  said  by  Mr.  Browne  to  you  at  that  time  about  this 
investigation? — ^A.  I  don't  remember;  it  may  have  been  referred  to, 
but  in  general  terms. 

Q.  Well,  now,  in  what  way? — A.  No;  it  was  a  matter  that  I  had 
no  interest  in.  Here  was  a  negotiation;  it  had  not  reached  any 
process.  I  had  talked  with  Mr.  Lake  and  he  had  shown  an  indis- 
position to  do  any  business,  and  naturally  I  received  Mr.  Browne  at 
my  residence,  treated  him  with  the  consideration  that  he  is  entitled 
to,  but  I  did  not  regard  the  matter  as  serious. 

Q.  If  jou  had  discussed  this  investigation  and  its  bearing  on  the 
negotiation  as  to  its  influence  in  determining  its  success  or  failure,  or 
as  to  its  influence  in  determining  the  price,  you  would  remember  the 
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figures  adopted  by  the  various  parties,  you  would  remember  it, 
would  you  not? — A.  Mr.  Browne  might  have  talked  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Can  you  not  remember  anything  said  about  it? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Or  anything  that  you  said  about  it? — A.  No;  but  Mr.  Browne 
may  have  talked  on  the  subject,  but  it  was  natural  that  the  matter 
should  have  been  referred  to;  but  as  I  stated,  I  had  no  interest  in 
the  investigation — had  no  interest  in  the  United  States  business — and 
after  talking  with  Mr.  Lake  I  made  up  my  mind  that  there  was  not  a 
ghost  of  a  snow  in  getting  Mr.  Lake  on  a  business  basis  where  any- 
tliing  could  be  accomplifmed,  and  I  so  told  Mr.  Browne,  and  Xfr. 
Browne  in  this  particular  transaction  had  everything  to  gain  and 
nothing  to  lose  and  he  was  as  persistent  as  prompters  generally  are. 

Q.  Then  you  and  Mr.  Browne  in  your  negotiations  up  to  this  time 
had  not  discussed  this  investigation  or  any  part  of  this  investigation 
or  any  influence  that  it  might  exert  upon  these  negotiations! — A. 
There  was  no  serious  discussion,  there  was  no  serious  business,  it 
never  reached  the  stage,  it  was  simply  a  talk  of  generalities,  and  it 
was  nothing  that  would  fix  itself  on  the  mind  of  a  man  of  business 
who  has  got  a  great  many  operations  to  look  after  and  attend  to. 

Q.  Now,  after  Mr.  Browne  called  on  you  at  your  house,  when  did 
you  next  interview  Mr.  Simon  Lake  about  this  matter?— A.  I  do  not 
remember  when  I  saw  him  again,  but  I  do  remember  that  there  was 
a  meeting  at  the  En^eers^  Club.  I  remember  lunching  at  the 
Engineers^  Club  on  Friday,  the  20th.  I  remember  it  because  I  had 
to  leave  early  to  attend  a  dinner  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Berg  was 
there  and  that  was  on  Friday,  the  20th. 

Q.  Friday,  the  20th  of  March?— A.  Of  March. 

Q.  Now  you  say  Mr.  Simon  Lake  was  there  at  the  time? — ^A.  Yes; 
we  lunched  together. 

Q.  And  that  time  after  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Browne  at  your 
house  that  you  have  just  referred  to? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  what  did  you  tell  Mr.  Simon  Lake  at  that  time  concerning 
the  talk  which  you  had  with  Mr.  Browne,  and  the  negotiations  up 
to  this  point? — A.  I  told  Mr.  Lake  that  Mr.  Browne  had  called  on  me 
at  my  nouse,  but  I  told  him  I  did  not  beUeve  that  there  was  any 
serious  business  and  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  talk  about 
it  and  we  immediately  took  up  our  foreign  business  which  is  very 
extensive  and  very  important. 

Q.  Did  you  not  confer  with  Mr.  Lake  or  submit  to  Mr.  Lake  at 
that  time  some  figures  as  a  basis  of  negotiation? — A.  Not  that  I 
remember. 

Q.  Or  the  proposition  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would 
give  $1,000,000  ot  preferred  stock  and  $2,000,000  in  common  stock 
if  the  Lake  Company  would  turn  the  United  States  right  over  to  the 
Electric  Company? — ^A.  I  am  positive  that  I  did  not  submit  at  any 
time  any  proposition.  There  was  no  serious  proposition,  there 
was  no  basis,  I  had  no  proposition  before  me  that  I  could  present 
seriously. 

Q.  This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance,  and  if  you  had 
presented  a  proposition  in  that  concrete  form,  you  womd  have 
remembered  it. — A.  It  was  not  of  importance  to  me.  I  was  not  in 
any  way  interested  in  the  United  States  company  and  the  only  con- 
dition under  which  I  might  have  been  interested  would  have  been 
in  the  event  of  the  successful  termination  or  successful  negotiation.    I 
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found  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  chance.  I  did  not  think  there 
was  the  slightest  chance  of  business,  and  therefore  it  was  not  of  interest 
to  me.  It  might  have  been  of  interest  to  other  people,  but  it  was  not 
to  me. 

Q.  Now,  this  basis  for  negotiation,  if  you  had  any,  must  have  come 
from  Mr.  Browne  to  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  it  came  from  Mr.  Browne  it  would  have  come  to  you  at 
the  time  of  his  coming  to  your  house? — A.  It  certainly  would  have 
been  referred  to  at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recall  that  he  did  give  you  some  basis  of  negotia- 
tion such  as  I  have  outlined  to  you? — A.  I  remember  Mr.  Browne 
talking  figures,  talked  about  the  figures,  but  it  was  in  a  nebulous 
stage,  where  I  did  not  give  serious  tnought  to  it  from  the  fact  that  I 
hau  no  interest  and  I  did  not  think  there  was  one  chance  in  a  million 
that  I  ever  would  have  in  that  connection. 

Q.  So  that  you  do  not  recall  that  Mr.  Browne  made  any  such  state- 
ment to  you  as  a  basis? — A.  He  may  have  suggested  some  basis,  but 
I  never  regarded  his  talk  seriously,  because  I  never  understood  that 
he  was  in  a  position  to  make  any  proposition. 

Q.  Did  you  submit  then  any  proposition  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake  such 
as  I  have  outlined  to  you,  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would 
p\e  $1,000,000  in  preferred  stock  and  $2,000,000  in  common  stock 
if  the  Lake  CJompany  would  turn  over  their  United  States  rights? — 
A.  I  certainly  did  not  submit  the  proposition. 

Q.  To  Mr.  Lake? — ^A.  No.  Not  to  anyone.  I  never  was  in  a 
position  to  submit  a  proposition. 

Q.  Did  you  submit  a  proposition  such  as  I  have  outlined,  that  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  would  give  $1,000,000  in  preferred  stock  and 
$2,000,000  in  common  stock  if  the  Lake  Company  would  turn  over 
their  United  States  patent  rights  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and 
use  whatever  influence  the  Lake  Company  might  have  to  stop  this 
investigation? — ^A.  My  previous  answer  covers  that.  I  did  not  sub- 
mit any  proposition;  I  never  had  any  serious  proposition  presented 
to  me. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  to  any  extent  with  the  public  men  in 
Washington  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives? — ^A.  I  am 
acauainted,  yes. 

0.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Senators  from  Connecticut? — 
A.  No. 

Have  you  ever  met  Senator  Bulkeley? — ^A.  No. 
Do  you  recall  at  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Browne  or  with 
Mr.  Lake  mentioning  the  name  of  Senator  Bulkeley  in  connection 
with  this  investigation? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  If  you  had  made  any  such  reference,  you  would  remember  it, 
would  you  not? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  would,  no;  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  would  have  remembered  it.  But  I  am  satisfied  that 
I  never  heard  his  name. 

Q.  If  the  name  had  been  mentioned  to  you  as  a  part  of  these  nego- 
tiations and  as  a  part  of  this  negotiation  to  be  used  toward  stopping 
this  investigation?-— A.  Of  course  I  would  have  remembered  it. 

Q.  And  no  such  recollection  comes  to  you? — A.  No;  I  am  certain 

that  the  Senator's  name  was  never  mentioned  in  any  such  connection. 

Q.  Was  this  the  last  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake 

in  reference  to  this  consoUdation? — A.  It  is  the  last  that  I  remember. 
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Q.  And  that  was  the  20th  day  of  March  last  1— A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  part  of  that  conversation,  did  you  try  to  persuade  Mr. 
Lake  to  meet  Mr.  Browne  or  Mr.  Rice  or  Mr.  Frost? — A.  No;  I  never 
endeavored  to  have  him  meet  them. 

Q.  You  did  not  seek  to  make  any  appointment  or  arrangement 
that  he  should  meet  him  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  last,  to  your  recollection,  of  these  so-caIle<l 
negotiations? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  met  Mr.  Browne  since  then  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  over  this  matter  since  that?— A.  Yes. 

O.  When  did  you  meet  him  after  this  last  conversation  or  meeting 
with  Mr.  Lake  on  the  20th  of  March? — A.  Mr.  Browne  called  at  my 
office  and  I  think  in  reference  to  another  matter.  I  do  not  remember 
having  any  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  the  matter  at  that 
time  except  it  may  have  been  incidentally  referred  to  as  being  a 
matter  without  possibility  of  business.  I  came  to  Washington  on 
Friday  afternoon 

Q.  This  last  Friday? — A.  This  last.  Friday,  yes — or  Saturday 
afternoon.  I  saw  Mr.  Browne  this  morning.  He  came  to  my  hotel, 
the  Arlington,  and  I  met  him  at  the  hotel,  and  this  matter  was  referred 
to. 

Q.  Well,  now,  what  was  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Browne^ 
what  did  he  say  to  you  and  what  did  you  say  to  him  concerning  this?— 
A.  Nothing  or  any  special  moment.  We  spoke  about  going  before 
the  committee  and  that  he  had  been  subpoenaed,  but  there  was  no 
further  conversation. 

Q.  Did  you  compare  your  recollections  about  these  things?— A. 
No.  Incidentally,  perhaps;  I  mean  there  was  no  serious  talk  in 
regard  to  it. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  over  your  recollections  concerning  these  nego- 
tiations?— ^A.  Incidentally,  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  remember  at  this  time  this  morning  and  before  this 
the  subject  of  terms  that  were  submitted  by  him  to  you? — ^A.  No. 

O.  Did  you  refer  to  that? — ^A.  I  think  that  he  may  have  spoken 
of  tnem,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  no  interest  to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  use  the  figures  that  I  have  given  you? — ^A.  No;  not  that 
I  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  over  with  you  the  subject  of  using  influence  to 
stop  this  investigation  by  you  or  him  or  anybody  else? — A.  He 
referred  to  it  in  a  general  way. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  he  say? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  particulariv 
what  he  said,  but  the  idea  was  that  it  was  an  absurd  idea. 

Q.  What  was  it?  Tell  us  as  near  as  you  can  what  he  said. — ^A.  I 
do  not  remember  the  general  talk,  but  he  spoke  of  the  subject  of  the 
investigation. 

Q.  Can  not  you  recall  what  he  said? — ^A.  No,  not  specifically. 

Q.  What  was  the  substance  of  what  he  said,  as  near  as  you  oan 
get  at  it  i — ^A.  Well,  in  general,  he  said  that  that  was  an  absurd  idea 
that  had  been  suggested,  but  I  do  not  remember  anything  spe- 
cifically. 

Q.  That  is  to  sav.  that  the  substance  of  this  conversation  was  an 
absurd  idea? — A.  iTnat  is,  the  fact  of  the  negotiation  being  entered 
into  whereby  this  investigation  was  t-o  be  affected  by  these  n^otia- 
tions. 
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Q.  That  was  an  absurd  idea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  agree  with  that  proposition? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  You  both  thought,  then,  that  it  was  an  absurd  idea  that  this 
investigation  could  be  affected  in  anj^  way  or  have  cut  any  figure  at 
all  in  connection  with  these  negotiatiolis? — A.  Substantially. 

Q.  Whom  else  have  you  talked  with  here  since  you  have  been  in 
Washington  concerning  these  negotiations  or  this  investigation? — 
A.  I  talked  with  my  counsel,  my  lawyer. 

Q.  Who  was  he?— A.  Mr.  Snyder.  ^ 

Q.  The  gentleman  who  handed  up  these  questions  to  be  propounded 
to  you  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  all,  as  far  as  you  can  remember,  that  you  talked 
with?— A.  That  is  all. 

Mr.  Snydek.  We  will  withdraw  those  questions  by  your  permis- 
sion. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  in  order  to  make  the  situation  perfectly 
clear  we  will  have  these  q^uestions  read  and  answered  by  the  witness, 
even  if  it  is  a  little  repetition. 

Mr.  Snyder.  There  are  no  objections. 

Q.  These  are  the  questions  which  Mr.  Snyder  propounded  and  sub- 
sequently withdrew,  but  I  am  directed  bv  the  chairman  to  propound 
them  to  you:  The  witness,  Charles  R.  Ji'linf,  desiring  that  his  rela- 
tions to  "the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  be  properly  imderstood,  requests  the  committee  to  permit 
him,  during  the  course  of  his  examination,  to  answer  the  following 
questions : 

"1.  Have  you  individually,  Fhnt  &  Co.,  or  any  other  member  of 
that  firm,  any  interest  or  connection  with  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany?"—A.  No.  > 

2."^  ''Do  you  individually,  Flint  &  Co.,  or  any  other  member  of 
that  firm,  directly  or  indirectly,  represent  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany!''—A.  No. 

3.  "Have  you  individually,  FUnt  &  Co.,  or  any  other  member  of 
that  firm,  ever  had  any  interest  in  or  connection  with  the  United 
States  business  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company?'' — A.  No. 

4.  **Mr.  Simon  Lake  testified  (p.  1086)  as  follows:  'I  received  a 
call  on  the  telephone;  I  answered  it,  and  recognized  Mr.  Charles  R. 
Flint's  voice.  He  stated,  in  substance,  that  certain  parties  whose 
names  he  did  not  mention,  but  who,  he  said,  were  at  that  time  under 
investigation,  had  sent  to  him  and  stated  that  they  wanted  peace, 
and  plenty  of  it;  that  they  thought  that  the  Lake  people  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  investigation  and  that  thev  wanted  to  know  where 
I  could  be  seen;'  and  again  (p.  1103)  'He  (^lint)  told  me,  or  he  said 
"They  want  peace,  and  plenty  of  it."'  Had  you  at  that  time  or  at 
any  other  time  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Isaac  1j.  Rice,  Mr. 
Frost,  or  any  other  person  connected  with  or  who  represent-ed  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  in  relation  to  this  investigation?" — A.  No. 

5.  ''Did  you,  in  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake,  use  the  expres- 
sion, 'They  want  peace  and  plentyof  it  ? '  If  you  did,  will  you  explain 
how  you  came  to  do  so?" — A.  What  I  have  testified  covers  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  anything  further? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  any- 
thing further. 

6.  "Mr.  Simon  Lake  testified  (p.  1086)  that  according  to  his  recol- 
lection the  proposition  which  you  submitted  to  him  at   the  En- 
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fineers'  Club  was  that,  *The  Electric  Boat  Company  would  ^ve 
1,000,000  in  preferred  stock  and  $2,000,000  in  common  stock  if  I 
would  turn  our  United  States  rights  over  to  them,  and  use  whatever 
influence  we  might  have  to  stop  the  investigation.'  Did  you  make 
this  proposition  to  Mr.  Lake?'' — ^A.  I  have  already  covered  that  in 
previous  testimony. 

Q.  You  have  nothing  further  to  add  to  that? — ^A.  No. 
Q.  Just  make  the  categorical  answer;  the  committee  wishes  to 
have  it. — A.  No. 

7.  ^^Had  you  authority  from  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  submit 
such  a  proposition  to  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany, or  to  anyone  else?" — A.  No. 

8.  /^Have  you  in  any  manner  done  anything  to  hinder,  delay,  or 
stop  this  investigation?" — A.  No. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  do  you  wish  to  ask  the  witness  any 
questions? 

^        By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Flint,  referring  to  this  question^  "Did  you,  in  your  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Lake,  use  the  expression  They  want  peace  and 
plenty  of  it.'  *'  You  said  what  you  have  previouslv  stated  covered 
that.  I  do  not  remember  that  you  said  anything  about  ''peace  and 
plenty  of  it." — A.  No;  I  obtained  that  from  Mr.  Lake's  testimony. 

Q.  But  you  have  not  answered  yet  whether  or  not  you  used  that 
expression. — A.  I  have  already  covered  that. 

Q.  Will  you  kindly  answer? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  use  of  that 
expression.  Of  course  that  would  be  quite  a  natural  expression  for 
a  promoter  to  use.  I  suppose  that  must  have  been  given  by  Mr. 
Browne. 

Q.  I  will  read  the  question 'again,  suggested  by  your  counsel:  '*Did 
you,  in  your  conversation  with  Mr.  LaKe,  use  the  expression  'They 
want  peace  and  plenty  of  iti'  " — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  do  not  remember  whether  you  did  or  not? — ^A. 
I  do  not  remember  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  saw  the  expression  in 
Mr.  Lake's  testimony.     I  do  not  remember  using  the  expression. 

Q.  If  you  did  use  it,  then  what  you  have  already  testified  to  about 
the  conversation  w^ould  be  hardly  in  accord  with  the  facts.  I  would 
like  you  to  state  whether  you  did  or  did  not  use  the  expression 
"peace  and  plenty  of  it." — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  using  it,  but  I  do 
not  see — if  tne  expression  was  used  I  do  not  see  that  it  in  any  way 
influences  or  affects  the  statements  I  have  made. 

Q.  If  you  did  use  it,  then  your  testimony  here  to  the  effect  that 
the  investigation  was  not  discussed  over  the  telephone  would  not  be 
true? — A.  The  use  of  that  expression,  ''They  want  peace  and  lots  of 
it,"  does  not  mean  that  there  was  a  discussion  in  regard  to  the  inves- 
tigation. That  might  have  referred  to  many  different  things.  Cer- 
tamly  I  do  not  remember  anything  over  the  telephone  about  the 
investigation.  They  might  have  wanted  peace  in  libel  suits,  or  pat- 
ents, or  peace  in  competition  in  Europe,  and  they  might  have  wanted 
peace  in  many  different  directions. 

Q.  They  might,  but  what  did  they  say  to  you  they  wanted  peace 
for? — A.  They  did  not  say. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  say  they  wanted  peace  in? — ^A.  They  did 
not  say.     They  might  have  spelled  it  "p-i-e-c-e."J 
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Q.  They  wanted  a  piece? — A.  Yes;  and  lots  of  it. 

Q.  What  would  that  refer  to? — ^A.  That  probably  would  refer 
to  the  profits  and  stock. 

Q.  Whose  stock  or  whose  profits  would  it  refer  to? — A.  I  don't 
know;  that  is  only  a  supposition. 

Q.  Now,  I  wish  you  would  state  whether  you  did  or  did  not  use 
that  expression. — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  you  would  be  likely  to  remember? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  stated  here  that  the  investigation  was  not  discussed. — 
A.  I  have  stated  that  it  was  only  referred  to  in  a  very  general  way. 
I  had  no  interest  in  it. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  about  your  interest  in  it.  We  want  to 
know  what  you  said  about  it. — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  This  is  only  about  a  couple  of  weeks  ago? — ^A.  Yes ;  but  I  have  a 
great  deal  of  serious  business  to  attend  to,  and  I  am  not  giving — 
and  I  don't  remember  about  business  in  which  I  have  not  any  inter- 
est and  where  I  do  not  regard  there  was  any  possibility  of  business 
for  me. 

Q.  A  man  would  not  be  very  successful  in  business  if  he  could  not 
remember  two  weeks. — A.  A  man,  in  my  judgment,  if  successful  in 
his  business,  his  success  depends  upon  his  ability  to  know  and  remem- 
ber business  that  is  important  and  not  burden  his  mind  with  busi- 
ness in  which  he  has  no  interest. 

Q.  Then  can  a  man  regulate  his  memory  so  as  to  remember  certain 
things  and  forget  other  things? — ^A.  He  can  regulate  the  concentra- 
tion of  his  mmd  on  serious  business,  and  he  can  give  no  serious 
thought  to  business  in  w^hich  he  is  not  interested  and  there  is  no 
possibility  of  business. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  tell  anybody  that  certain  parties  had  said 
that  they  were  under  investigation  and  that  they  wanted  peace  and 
plenty  of  it  ? — A.  No.     I  don't  remember  makingany  such  statement. 

Q.  Mr.  Flint,  when  did  you  first  learn  that  this  investigation  would 
be  started,  or  some  investigation? — ^A.  I  first  learned  of  it  by  reading 
in  the  newspapers  about  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  learn  about  it  in  that  way? — ^A.  I  remember 
seeing  a  reference  to  it  in  a  newspaper.  I  don't  remember  what 
reference,  but  I  had  no  interest  in  it. 

Q.  I  understand  that A.  But  I  was  referred  to  it  in  a  news- 

paoer. 

Q.  You  are  interested  in  submarine  torpedo  boat  business? — ^A.  I 
am. 

Q.  Then  anything  relating  to  them  would  be  of  some  interest  for  you, 
wouldn't  it? — A.  Yes;  but  all  the  newspaper  articles  that  come  into 
my  office — I  have  an  arrangement  with  Reinecke  or  the  News  Clip- 
ing  Bureau  to  send  to  my  office  all  clippings  in  regard  to  submarines. 

do  not  read  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent  of  the  clippings  that  come  in, 
but  this  matter  attracted  my  attention  in  the  daily  papers. 

Q.  Did  it  interest  you  then? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  I  thought  you  had  no  interest?— A.  When  I  used  the  word 
'* interest"  in  that  way,  I  simply  had  the  casual  interest  of  a  news- 
paper reader. 

Q.  You  had  the  interest  of  a  man  that  was  interested  in  the  sell- 
inff  of  submarine  boats?— A.  It  had  a  very  remote  relation  to  the 
suomarine  boat  business. 


r 


1440  HEARINGS   OX   TIOUSE  RESOLUTION  288. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  had  any  financial  interest  in  it,  except 
that  you  are  in  the  submarine  line,  and  anything  affecting  it,  even 
though  it  did  not  affect  you  or  vour  boats,  or  tne  other  company, 
would  attract  your  attention. — A.  I  am  interested  in  thirty  other 
lines  more  than  I  am  interested  in  the  submarine  boat  business. 
Therefore  this  matter  was  so  remote  from  my  interests  that 

Q.  Suppose  the  investigation  developed  that  submarines  were 
utterly  useless  to  any  navy;  would  that  interest  you? — ^A.  No;  not 
if  jrou  came  to  that  conclusion,  because  I  woula  have  the  expert 
opmion  of  officers  in  the  different  navies  of  the  world,  and  I  get  my 
information  on  the  technical  side  from  marine  experts. 

Q.  At  all  events,  you  did  see  something  about  it  in  the  newspaper? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  that  wasi — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  what  paper? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  present  with  whom  you  had  any  conversation  on  the 
subject? — A.  I  do  not  remember  who  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  conversation  with  anybody  on  the 
subject? — A.  I  suppose  so.  It  probably  was  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Berg  and  myself  or  somebody. 

Q.  Who  was  the  last  person  with  whom  you  had  any  conversation 
about  it? — A.  I  think  I  might  have  talked  with  Mr.  Snyder  about  it. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  I  have  already  testified  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Browne 
about  it. 

O.  Who  else? — A.  I  never  have  had  any  material  conversation 
with  anyone.  I  have  never  had  any  serious  conversation  with 
anyone  in  regard  to  it. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  talked  with  any  officer  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  any  officer  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company 
(Limited)  aoout  it? — ^A.  I  have  not  seen  any  officer  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  for  some  time,  until  I  met  Mr.  Lake  here, 
and  he  introduced  me  to  his  lawyer.  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  Which  Mr.  Lake  was  that?— A.  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  The  president  of  the  company? — ^A,  The  president  of  the 
compMj. 

Q.  Wnen  did  you  meet  him  here? — ^A.  I  met  him  here  about  five 
minutes  before  tne  hour  appointed  for  this  meeting, 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  In  this  room. 

Q.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Snyder  come  to  Washington  together? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  here? — ^A.  I  got  here  Saturday  evening:  I 
came  on  the  Congressional  Express. 

Q.  You  got  here  about  8  or  9  o'clock  Saturday  evening? — ^A. 
About  9  o'clock  I  got  to  the  ArUngton  Hotel. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  with  anybody  about  it  on  Simday? — 
A.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Snyder  about  it;  to  no  one  else. 

Q.  No  one  else  at  all  on  Sunday? — ^A.  No;  except  I  met  Senator 
Aldrich,  and  I  met  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  I  simply  said  I  was  going 
before  this  committee  as  bearing  on  my  engagements  to-day. 

Q.  You  met  Senator  who? — ^A.  Senator  Alcmch. 

O.  I  thought  you  said  something  about  some  embassy? — ^A.  Some 
of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  I  mentioned  incidentally  that  I  was  going 
before  this  committee  as  bearing  on  my  engagements  for  to-day. 
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Q.  Which  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  did  you  meet  J — ^A.  I 
met  the  minister — I  saw  the  minister  of  Colombia,  and  met  the  min- 
ister of  Peru  and  talked  with  members  of  the  Russian  embassy. 

SWhat  members?— A.  One  of  the  attaches,  I  don't  remember — I 
e  an  appointment  for  to-day  at  12. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  his  name  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  will  have  a  little  difficulty  in  filUng  it,  won't  you! — A.  I 
hare  an  appointment  to  meet  one  oi  the  members  whose  name  I  do 
not  remember.     It  was  over  the  telephone. 

Q.  You  met  him  over  the  telephone  ? — A.  I  made  the  appointment 
over  the  telephone.     But  I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  the  gentle 
man  who  spoke  to  me  over  the  telephone. 

Q.  Those  are  the  only  persons  you  have  mentioned  the  matter  to 
in  Washington? — A.  No;  I  have  met  Messrs.  Hopkins  &  Hopkins, 
with  whom  I  have  had  relations  for  many  years. 

Q.  Are  they  attorneys? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  about  this  investigation? — A.  They  did  not 
say  anything  specially  about  it. 

Q.  AVhat  dia  they  say  generally  about  it? — A.  I  told  them  I  was 
going  before  this  committee,  explaining  why  I  was  here.  But  they 
nad  no  knowledge  about  it.     I  had  no  talk  with  them. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  had  no  knowledge? — A.  I  mean  as  far 
as  I  know. 

Q.  For  whom  are  they  attorneys? — ^A.  They  are  attorneys  for 
many  corporations  in  New  York  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Any  submarine  corporations? — A.  None  that  I  know  of.  But 
they  have  represented  me  in  corporations  I  have  been  interested  in 
for  many  years. 

Q,  Have  they  ever  represented  the  Electric  Boat  Company  in  any 
wav  that  you  know  of? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  am  satis- 
fied that  if  they  had  I  would  have  known  it. 

Q.  Or  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  No;  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  You  were  about  to  mention  some  other  person? — A.  General 
ililes. 

Q.  The  General  did  not  know  much  about  submarines  or  interest 
himself  about  them?— A.  He  did  not  tell  me  anything  about  the 
subject.  I  met  the  Chinese  minister.  I  was  talking  to  him  about 
submarines 

Q.  He  is  pretty  well  posted  on  these  matters.  Did  you  talk  to 
him  about  this  investigation  ?^A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  Senator  Aid  rich  about  it? — A.  I  only 
mentioned  the  fact  that  I  was  coming  here  as  one  of  the  reasons 
whv  I  was  here  in  Washington. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it? — A.  He  never  made  any  comment. 
We  were  talking  on  other  matters. 

Q.  Who  else  nave  you  mentioned  it  to? — A.  I  think  I  have  gone 
through  the  list. 

Q.  lou  did  not  meet  Mr.  Simon  Lake  until  this  morning? — A. 
Xo. 

Q.  Or  Senator  Thurston? — A.  I  never  met  Senator  Thurston  until 
he  was  introduced  to  me  by  Mr.  Simon  Lake  in  this  room.  I  never 
have  met  him  before  to  my  knowledge. 
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Q.  When  had  you  previously  met  any  officer  of  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company?— A.  I  think  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  called  at  my  office 
perhaps  a  week  ago. 

Q.  The  vice-president  of  the  company? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  is  vice-president  of  this  com- 
pany?— A.  No;  I  never  have  had  any — my  business  has  been  vrith 
Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  Had  you  never  previously  met  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake? — A.  I  had  met 
him,  but  nry  business,  being  in  the  foreign  business,  has  been  with 
Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  How  did  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  happen  to  call  upon  you? — A.  I  do 
not  know.  He  came  into  the  office,  and  he  asked  if  there  was  any- 
thing of  interest 

Q.  By  appointment  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

O.  No  arrangement  was  made  by  him  with  you  at  all  previously? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  About  his  call?— A.  No. 

Q.  By  telegraph? — A.  No. 

Q.  By  telephone  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  By  letter? — A.  Well,  he  might  have  telephoned  the  office. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  investigation? — A.  Nothing  of  any 
special  interest. 

Q.  He  had  no  interest  in  it  there  ? — A.  He  may  have.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  he  is  interested  in  the  United  States  business.  He  inquired 
in  a  general  way  about  the  foreign  business,  but  he  was  not  m  the 
office  over  five  minutes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  investigation  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber. 

Q.  That  was  only  a  week  ago  ? — A.  I  know;  but  it  was  a  matter  I 
had  no  interest  in.  I  was  very  busy  at  the  time.  There  were  many 
people  in  the  office.  I  was  fcusy  with  other  things,  and  I  had  no 
mteregt  in  this  except  incidentally,  as  I  have  stated. 

Q.  There  were  not  many  people  in  the  office  when  you  were  talking 
with  Mr.  Lake  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  same  room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  present? — A.  I  don't  remember;  but  my  office  ia 
quite  a  large  office,  and  these  people  were  there.  When  I  am  in  my 
office  I  am  very  busy  in  the  dispatch  of  business. 

Q.  If  you  do  not  remember  anybody  that  was  there,  how  do  you 
remember  there  were  a  great  many  there? — A.  I  remember  in  general 
that  there  w^ere  different  people  in  the  office.  I  was  transacting— 
I  was  called  up  on  the  telephone 

Q.  Who  called  you  on  the  telephone  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  From  what  city  or  town? — A.  I  can  not  say  that.  There  were 
no  out-of-town  calls.     There  were  city  calls,  and  I  was  generally  busy. 

Q.  Have  you  no  private  room  or  private  office? — A.  Oh,  yes;  I 
have  offices  where  I  can  retire  in  case  or  need,  but  in  general  I  have  an 
office  where  people  come  in,  and  if  I  need  a  private  room  I  have  one 
where  I  can  retire. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  the  vice-president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  had  telephoned  you  ne  was  coming  to  see  you  ?— A.  I  am 
not  sure,  but  I  think  notice  was  sent  by  telephone. 

Q.  When  he  came  you  received  him  in  a  crowd? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I 
didn't  say  a  crowd. 
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Q.  You  said  a  great  many  people. — A.  I  did  not  say  a  great  mtoy 
people.     I  said  a  number  were  in  the  office. 

Q.  You  said  a  good  many. — A.  Well,  your  memory  may  be  better 
than  mine  on  that. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  will  ask  the  clerk  to  read  what  the  witness  said. 

(The  stenographer  read  as  follows :) 

There  were  many  people  in  the  office.  I  was  busy  with  other  things,  and  I  had  no 
interest  in  this  except  incidentally,  as  I  have  stated. 

Q.  There  were  not  many  people  in  the  office  when  you  were  talking  with  Mr.  Lake? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  same  room?— A,  Yes. 

The  Witness.  Your  memory  is  better  than  mine. 
By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  A  great  many  people  make  a  crowd? — ^A.  Well,  there  was  not  a 
crowd.  1  mean  relatively.  You  would  not  speak  of  a  crowd  in  a 
business  office,  the  kind  of  business  that  I  do. 

Q.  If  your  office  is  not  larger  than  mine,  a  good  many  people  would 
crowd  it. — A.  There  was  not  a  crowd  in  my  office,  and  what  lintended 
to  convey  was  that  I  was  busy,  with  executive  work,  and  people  were 
calling  on  me  for  attention,  and  therefore  I  had  little  time  to  give  to 
Mr.  Lake. 

Q.  Were  any  of  those  people  of  more  importance  to  you  than  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company?— A.  Yes.  . 

Q.  Who,  for  instance,  was  one  of  them?  Who  of  those  present? — 
A.  I  don't  remember.  But  as  far  as  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  concerned,  I 
arranged  the  details  of  business  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake  and 

Q.  When  had  you  arranged  the  details  of  business  with  Mr.  Simon 
Lake? — A.  Different  times,  as  I  have  explained,  at  the  meeting  I  have 
told  of.  And  in  the  regular  course  of  my  business  I  had  transactions, 
of  course,  far  more  important  to  me  than  the  call  of  J.  C.  Lake. 

Q.  What  business  had  you  arranged  the  details  of  with  Mr.  Simon 
Lake? — ^A.  Details  with  regard  to  remittances,  in  regard  to  payments, 
and  in  regard  to  propositions  to  foreign  government  and  in  regard  to 
shipments. 

Q.  ilr.  J.  C.  Lake,  in  addition A.  Those  arrangements  were 

made  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake. 

Q.  I  so  understood  you.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  in  addition  to  being  the 
nce-president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  is  the  father  of 
Mr.  Simon  Lake,  the  president  of  the  company? — A.  I  so  understand. 

Q.  Do  you  really  wish  us  to  understand  that  you  treated  him  so 
discourteously  as  to  receive  him  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd  of  many 
people  and  not  talk  with  him  at  all  in  your  private  office? — A.  I  mean 
to  say  that  I  received  him  discourteously,  that  I  was  busy,  that  he 
recognized  it,  I  certainly  was  not  discourteous,  on  the  contrary,  I  was 
as  courteous  as  I  could  be  under  the  pressure  of  business  aflFairs. 

Q.  What  were  those  aflFairs  that  were  pressing? — ^A.  I  do  not  think 
you  would  want  me  to  disclose  my  private  business. 

Q.  I  do  not  care  so  much  about  tne  private  business,  but  I  would 
like  to  have  the  name  of  one  person  that  was  there. — A.  Those  aflFairs 
had  no  relation  to.  this  matter  of  this  investigation,  they  were  aflFairs 
that  had  no  remote  relation.  It  was  in  regard  to  the  paving  business, 
and  diflFerent  manufacturing  businesses  that  I  am  interested  in,  ana 
some  financial  business. 
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Q.  I  simply  want  to  see  if  you  remembered  what  the  business  was, 
or  who  were  there  or  any  one  person  that  was  there. — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember,  I  know  in  general  1  was  attending  to  the  details  of  my 
business.  I  do  not  remember  at  the  time.  I  know  I  was  busy,  and 
I  know  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  recognized  it,  and  I  know  that  I  was  very 
much  occupied  in  it 

Q.  Didyouaskhim  to  take  aseat? — ^A.  Yes;  he  sat  down.  He  sat 
down  at  my  desk.  I  did  not  go  into  any  private  oflSce,  but  he  simply 
sat  at  my  desk,  and  other  people  were  in  the  office  at  the  same  time, 
and  he  asked  me  in  a  general  way  about  the  foreign  business,  said  he 
had  been  away,  I  believe 

Q.  Did  he  say  where  he  had  been? — A.  I  do  not  remember;  he  said 
he  had  been  away;  I  don't  remember  where. 

Q.  Did  he  say  why  he  came  back? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  say  why  he  came  to  see  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  YVTien  was  the  last  time  before  that  that  he  had  been  to  see 
you? — ^A.  Well,  sir,  I  think  perhaps  several  months  before;  I  don't 
remember. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  this  investigation  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Berg? — A.  Very  well;  he  has  been  my  associate 
and  a^ent  in  Europe. 

Q.  When  did  you  last  see  him? — A.  I  saw  him  on  the  steamer 
Comania  to  sail  for  Europe  on  Saturday,  I  think,  the  4th  of  April. 

Q.  That  was  just  after  the  other  officials  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  had  been  subpoenaed  to  appear  here? — A.  I  don  t  remem- 
ber that. 

Q.  Did  vou  employ  Mr.  Grant  Hugh  Browne  or  Hugh  Grant 
Browne,  whichever  it  is  ? — ^A.  It  is  Grant  Hugh  Browne. 

Q.  Is  he  is  your  employ  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  lias  he  ever  been  in  your  employ  ? — A.  Not  in  my  employ  on  a 
salary,  but  in  1898  he  went  to  Italy  ror  me,  and,  in  connection  with 
the  negotiations  which  I  had  in  hand  for  the  Government  prior  to  the 
war  with  Spain,  to  Rome. 

•Q.  To  buy  boats  for  the  United  States  Government? — A.  Well, 
to  enter  negotiations.  One  purpose  was  to  prevent  the  Spaniards 
from  buying  boats.  The  idea  was  if  the  Spaniards  purchased  vessels 
it  would  prejudice  the  financial  and  business  interests  in  this  country, 
and  bring  about  a  certain  contraction. 

Q.  Who  compensated  Mr.  Browne  for  that  service? — A.  Our 
expenses  were  paid  by  the  Government. 

Q.  Paid  by  the  Government  to  you,  and  by  you  to  Mr.  Browne?— 
A.  1  think  so,  yes.  I  do  not  think  he  received  any- direct  payment. 
I  don't  remember  about  that. 

Q.  He  did  not  go  over  there  for  fun? — A.  I  think  he  was  on  the 
other  side  at  the  time;  I  think  he  was  in  Europe. 

Q.  The  Government  had  its  relations  with  yourself? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  Mr.  Browne  did,  he  did  for  you? — ^A.  He  attended  to 
some  negotiations  under  mj^  direction. 

Q.  How  was  he  paid  for  it? — A.  I  suppose  I  paid  him;  I  do  not 
remember  just  how  it  was  arranged.  I  Know  in  some  way  he  must 
have  got  paid. 


wor 


Q.  Quite    a    considerable    sum,    wasn't    it? — A.  Not    large.    Mr 
jrk  in  that  connection — I  have  a  letter  from  Secretary  Long  m  whicn 


HEARINGS  ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288.  1445 

he  commented  very  favorably  on  my  facilities  that  I  rendered  without 
compensation. 

Q.  Did  it  also  compliment  Mr.  Browne  for  working  without 
compensation? — A.  No,  Mr.  Browne  was  not  mentioned.  I  compli- 
mented Mr.  Browne. 

Q.  You  got  the  compliments  and  Browne  got  the  compensation? — 
A.  Well,  I  compKmented  Mr.  Browne.  No,  Mr.  Browne  did  not  get 
much  compensation. 

Q.  Well,  he  got  some  at  any  rate,  and  we  do  not  care  how  much 
he  got. — ^A.  Of  course,  he  will  tell  vou  that.     I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  If  his  memory  is  not  better  than  yours,  we  won't  get  much. — 
A.  Mr.  Browne,  perhaps,  has  not   as  many  interests  as  I  have  to 
look  after,  and  his  memory  is  probably  better. 
Q.  That  was  in  1898?— A.  1898. 

Q.  What  deals  have  you  had  with  him  since? — A.  I  don't  remem- 
ber of  having  had  amr — of  concluding  any  business  deal.  He  has  been 
to  see  me  about  ditferent  promotions  and  possibilities.  I  remember 
that  he  organized  a  large  lead  company.  I  remember  of  having 
relations  or  a  talk  with  him  in  that  connection. 

Q.  You  were  interested  in  that  promotion,  were  you  not? — A.  I 
don't  remember  that  I  got  anything  out  of  it.     I  remember  that  I 
did  some  work  in  connection  with  it. 
Q.  That  had  gone  through  successfully? — A.  It  did. 
Q.  Did   you   work    without   compensation? — A.  I   had   to    take 
chances. 

Q.  I  trust  you  got  proper  compliment? — ^A.  I  rendered  some 
assistance  in  that  matter  to  nim  on  tne  basis  of  reciprocity. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  cases  in  which  he  was  rather  acting  in  your 
behalf? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  business  being  consummated 
on  my  behalf. 

Q. "Whether  it  was  consumated  or  not — commenced? — A.  I  don't 
remember  that  he  has  acted  on  my  behalf  in  any  negotiations  that 
were  completed. 

Q.  Whether  they  were  completed  or  not.  I  am  asking  for  nego- 
tiations that  he  commenced. — A.  I  have  not  any  in  mind  now,  what 
there  were.  They  were  not  sufficiently  important  that  I  remember 
them,  as  they  were  not  completed  or  Consummated  transactions.  I 
remember  of  his  calling  about  promotions. 

Q.  There  were  some,  from  time  to  time,  in  which  you  were  mutually 
interested  in  some  way?— A.  Using  the  word  '"interested"  in  per- 
haps a  very  general  sense,  not  in  a  specific  sense,  of  the  completion  of 
any  financial  interest. 

(}.  This  is  not  anything  very  serious,  anyway,  but  I  simply  wanted 
to  know  whether  you  were  not  generally  interested  or  engaged  in 
some  negotiations  since  1898? — A.  I  don't  remember  of  any  interests 
where  he  acted  for  me  or  where  there  was  any  joint  interest  which 
resulted  in  business. 

Q.  I  do  not  care  how  it  resulted,  but  whether  it  was  commenced. — 
A.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  what  transactions  they  were,  but  I 
know  that  he  has — of  course  he  has  been  to  see  me  about  certain 
promotions  or  business  opportunities,  but  I  never  paid  him  anything 
in  that  connection.  It  was  a  case  where  he  was,  to  use  a  yachting 
expression,  ^*  sailing  for  chances." 
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O.  You  have,  then^  several  times  '^ sailed  for  chances''  in  the  same 
yacht?— A.  Well,  he  has  presented  business.     Perhaps  it  did  not 

fet  to  the  point  where  I  got  aboard.  It  drew  up  alongside  of  the 
ock,  but  I  may  not  have  stepped  aboard. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  submarine,  was  it? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  What  other  matters  have  you  been  interested  in  since  1898  in 
which  either  Browne  or  yourself  sought  to  capitalize  your  hopes  and 
business  abilities? — ^A.  If  it  is  important,  I  could  probably  find  out, 
but  of  course  you  want  to  understand,  take  a  man  who  is  promoting 
as  Mr.  Browne,  different  opportunities  come,  a  proposition  about 
forming  companies  or  different  patents  to  be  exploited. 

Q.  I  ask  vou  how  often,  in  a  general  way,  has  Mr.  Browne  been  to 
see  you  in  tne  last  ten  years? — A.  I  should  say  that  he  would  average 
once  every  three  months,  and  then  perhaps  a  year  has  passed  when 
I  have  not  seen  him.  And  something  might  turn  up  and  he  would 
come  in  perhaps  two  or  three  days  in  succession,  ana  then,  perhaps, 
there  would  be  a  lapse  of  three  or  four  or  six  months  when  he  would 
not  come  to  the  office.  There  has  been  no  relation  beyond  that  of  the 
promotor  when  at  times  he  has  thought  I  might  be  of  service  and  he 
might  present  some  attractive  business  to  me. 

Q.  I  ou  are  pretty  skillful  in  that  Une  yourself  ? — ^A.  I  have  not  done 
much  promoting,  but  I  make  a  distinction  between  promoting  and 
organizing.  I  have  done  practically  no  business  in  the  way  of  work- 
ing up,  or  very  little  in  the  way  of  working  up  propositions  prelimi- 
narily, but  after  they  are  worked  up  if  a  man  comes  to  me 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Browne  endeavors  to  promote  them  up  to  the  point 
of  organization,  and  that  is  with  the  idea  that  you  w^ill  organize  it  ? — 
A.  I  will  take  it  up  after  he  has  done  a  certain  amount  of  work,  and 
of  course  as  far  as  that  word  or  the  discrimination  between  the  words 
'* organization '^  and  ''promotion,"  the  business  would  not  be  defined 
clearly  by  those  two  terms.  That  is,  to  say,  if  you  use  the  t«rm  in  its 
general  sense  in  promoting.  But  in  most  every  instance  when  I  have 
had  to  do  in  organizing  companies,  the  preliminary  work  of  getting 
options  and  initiating  the  negotiations  has  been  done  by  others. 

Q.  That  is  what  Mr.  Browne  was  trying  to  do,  and  where  he  suc- 
ceeded in  that  branch  which  for  lack  of  a  moro  specifically  defined 
term  you  call  promoting ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  were  to  organize? — ^A.  Yes;  but  in  that  case  it  hap- 
pened that  I  had  an  acquaintance  where  I  could  be,  or  he  perhaps 
thought  I  could  be,  of  service  in  promoting. 

Q.  Did  not  vou  sometimes  suggest  things  to*  him,  or  lines  along 
which  he  should  endeavor  to  do  that  branch  of  the  business  wlvich 
was  fairly  characterized  by  the  term  promoting,  didn't  you  suggest 
sometimes  a  line  of  promoting  to  him? — A.  No,  no;  it  has  been  a 
case  where  he  has  taken  the  initiative. 

Q.  Then  when  he  had  got  to  a  certain  point,  to  try  to  avail  himself 
of  your  services  ? — A.  He  might  think  that  I  could  be  of  service,  and 
I  have  in  mind  a  promotion  that  he  brought  to  me  a  few  years  ago. 
Nothing  has  been  done. 

Q.  Let  me  put  this  suggestion  to  j^ou.  When  a  promotor  wishes 
to  'capitalize  his  abilities  as  a  negotiator,  and  thinks  that  he  can 
participate  in  bringing  "A"  and  "B"  together,  and  share  in  some 
commission  paid  or  to  be  paid  for  engineering  the  deal  or  bringing 
about  the  organization,  is  it  not  usually  the  case  for  him,  the  pro- 
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moter,  to  select  one  of  the  parties  and  in  the  interview,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  a  hearing  allow  that  party  to  the  interview  to  infer  that  he 
represents  the  other  party,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  no 
authority  from  him  whatever,  and  that  what  he  is  trying  to  do  is 
simply  to  bring  them  together? — ^A.  Of  course  the  ways  of  broker 
ana  promoters  and  middlemen  in  trying  to  bring  parties  together, 
there  are  very  many  ways,  and  devious.  Of  course  tney  use  different 
methods. 

Q.  Is  it  not  quite  ordinary  that  a  promoter  says  to  A,  "Now,  I 
think  B  is  about  ready  to  deal.  Do  you  authorize  me  to  talk  with 
himr'— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  he  goes  to  B  and  says,  "I  think  A  could  be  brought  into 
this;  do  you  authorize  me  to  talk  with  him?'' — A.  That  method 
is  very  usual;  very  usual. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Flint  &  Co.  Is  that  a  partnership  or  a  corpora- 
tion?— A.  That  is  a  partnership. 

Q.  Do  you  object  to  stating  who  are  the  company? — ^A.  No.  My 
partners  are  my  brother,  W.  S.  Flint,  and  T.  R.  Cordlay. 

Q.  Is  it  yourself  as  an  individual  or  FUnt  &  Co.  that  sell  the  sub- 
marine boats  abroad?— A.  I  am  the  senior  of  Flint  &  Co. 
Q.  It  is  a  partnership  ? — A.  And  the  partnership  does  the  business. 
Q.  How  do  you  sell  the  boats  abroad?     Do  you  buv  them  as  a 
merchant  and  sell  them  for  what  3'ou  can  get  I — A.  Well,  there  is 
no  defined  arrangement;  principally  on  commission. 
Q.  Do  not  you  sell  them  all  on  commission? — A.  No. 
Q.  What  other  way  do  you  sell  them? — A.  We  might  have  an 
interest  in  the  result  of  profits. 
Q.  In  that  case  it  would  be  by  a  division  of  profits? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  A  percentage  of  profits  instead  of  a  specific  commission  on  the 
price? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  it  is  as  a  broker  rather  than  as  an  owner  that  you  take 
part? — A.  We  do  not  use  the  expression  *^ broker."  That  rather 
more  applies  to  merchandising  and  transactions  in  securities,  but 
we  negotiate  transactions. 

Q.  You  have  a  contract  with  the  company? — A.  Well,  yes;  we 
hold  a  contract. 

Q.  Does  it  specify  more  than  one  kind  of  compensation? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Does  it  specify  one  kind  of  compensation  with  one  government 
and  another  with  another? — A.  There  are  different  kinds. 

Q.  That  does  not  quite  answer  the  question.  Do  you  have  differ- 
ent kinds  as  to  the  sale  of  boats  to  the  same  government? — ^A.  If  it 
is  not  vital  to  this  investigation,  I  do  not  want  to  disclose  my  private 
business.  I  mean  as  to  my  contracts.  Then  you  see  certain  of 
these  matterrs  refer  to  friendly  governments.  I  do  not  want — I  sup- 
pose it  has  no  special  bearing  on  this  matter. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  it  involves  us  in  any  international  complica- 
tion if  you  would  answer  the  general  question.  I  have  not  asked 
you  for" any  particular  government;  I  simply  ask  you  whether  you 
have  two  kinds  of  compensation  in  regard  to  the  same  government. — 
A.  I  perfer  not  to  answer  that.  It  is  a  private  business.  If  it  is 
not  important,  I  do  not  want  to  disclose  my  private  business  or  con- 
tracts m  regard  to  my  foreign  business;  it  gives  points  to  com- 
petitors, pernaps. 
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Q.  What  competitors  are  there? — ^A.  Oh,  there  are  manv  people 
who  are  seeking  contracts.     There  are  manufacturers  in  Europe — 


'^."■d;; 


Q.  Do  you  mean  they  are  coinpetitors  for  the  business  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  No;  they  are  competitors  for  orders. 

Q.  Trying  to  sell  some  other  boat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  would  that  affect  the  matter?  If  you  got  a  bigger  com- 
mission, then  they  would  simply  try  to  get  as  big  a  conmussion  as 
you  get  from  the  Lake  Company? — A.  Yes;  but  it  might  have  some 
bearmg  on  negotiations  in  securing  orders.  There  are  manufacturers 
of  submarines  in  different  countries  in  Europe,  where  we  have  to 
come  into  competition.  We  prefer  that  those  competitors  should 
not  know  the  business  basis  on  which  we  handle  this  business. 

Q.  One  of  the  serious  charges  that  has  been  made  before  this  com- 
mittee is  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  purchase 
of  submarine  torpedo  boats  in  the  last  two  years  has  paid  to  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  an  excessive  and  unjust  profit  of  something 
like  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  a  good  deal  of  evidence  has 
been  put  in  here  on  that  charge  by  Representative  Lilley.  A  good 
deal  of  evidence  has  been  put  in  by  Mr.  Lilley  as  to  the  cost  of  torpedo 
boats,  as  to  the  prices  at  which  they  are  sold  to  the  United  States 
Government  and  foreign  governments,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
important  to  this  inquiry  that  we  know  something  about  the  methods 
of  the  sale  of  submarine  boats  to  foreign  governments.  It  is  not  a 
question  which  was  raised  by  the  committee,  but  it  has  been  raised 
before  us,  and  is  a  very^  serious  matter. — ^A.  In  general,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  United  States  Government,  without  making  careful 
comparisons,  because  I  do  not  know  to-day  what  prices  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  received,  but  in  general  I  do  not  think  that  the  United 
States  has  paid  any  more  for  their  submarines  than  has  been  paid  by 
foreigrn  governments.     I  would  state  that  unhesitatingly. 

Q.  Do  you  state  that  as  one  having  had  considerable  experience 
in  selling  boats  to  foreign  governments?  How  many  submarine  tor- 
pedo boats  have  you  sold  to  foreign  governments?  1  do  not  ask  vou 
about  any  particular  government,  but  all  of  them  together? — ^A.  Well, 
that  woula  disclose  private  business,  but  I  have  sold  a  very  consider- 
able number  and  what  would  be  relatively  a  large  nmnber  and  a  suffi- 
cient number,  so  that  it  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  in 
general  about  comparative  prices. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  you,  do  you  sell  or  have  you  sold  submarine  tor- 

Eedo  boats  to  any  foreign  government,  other  than  the  boats  of  the 
lake  Company,  what  are  known  as  the  Lake  boats? — A.  Not  sub- 
marines. 1  have  sold  torpedo  boats,  and  I  have  sold  dirigible  tor- 
pedo boats,  but  not  submarines. 

Q.  We  do  not  wish  to  ask  you  anything  except  about  submarine 
torpedo  boats. — A.  Xo;  I  have  only  sold  the  Lake  boats. 

(J.  The  last  contract  made  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Electric  Boat  Company,  if  I  have  the  figures  correctly  in  mind — the 
figures  are  here  in  tnis  volume  of  testimony — if  I  have  them  correctly 
in  mind,  there  were  four  boats  contracted  for  last  year  from  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  at  $270,000  each  and  three  boats  at  $350,000 
each. — ^A.  Well,  there  are  of  course  so  many  conditions  enter  into  the 
question  of  price;  there  is  the  length,  there  is  the  displacement,  char- 
acter of  engines,  and  so  on;  but  in  general  I  can  state  that  those  prices 
are  not  in  excess  of  the  price  paid  by  European  governments. 
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Q.  I  perhaps  gave  you  the  figures  incorrectly.  I  have  now  before 
me  page  299  of  our  hearings  in  which  it  appears  in  the  testimony  of 
Admiral  Capps  that  of  the  last  seven  boats  contracted  for  and  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  foxir  were  at  $285,000  each 
and  three  at  $360,000  each.  Now,  having  those  figures  in  mind, 
would  your  answer  be  the  same? — A.  My  answer  is  that  these  prices 
are  not  materially  higher  than  the  prices  paid  by  European  govern- 
ments, and  they  are  not  materially  lower. 

Q.  Are  they  materially  higher  or  lower  than  the  prices  paid  by 
foreign  governments  for  the  boats  of  the  Lake  type? — A.  No. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  are  these  prices  you  have  stated  now  the 
comparison  with  foreign  governments?  I  ^vill  ask  you  this  question: 
Do  you  consider  that  at  the  figxires  I  have  mentioned  thev  will  yield 
an  undue  or  unjust  profit  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  I  am 
not  competent  to  answer  that  question.  I  have  not  a  sufficient 
detailed  knowledge  of  the  business  to  answer  that,  but  my  general 
impression  is  that  the  profit  is  not  an  excessive  profit,  but  I  have  not 
the  teclmical  knowledge  that  is  obtainable  so  as  to  answer  it  spe- 
cifically. 

Q.  6ut  your  judgment  is  that  the  prices  indicated  would  not  afford 
an  unjust  profit? — A.  That  is  my  judgment. 

O.  You  nave  stated,  Mr.  Flint,  that  the  cost  paid  or  the  price  which 
ought  to  be  paid  for  it  would  depend  a  good  deal  upon  what  is  the 
len^h,  speed,  and  I  think  you  mentioned  the  engines,  and  so  on? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Woiild  it  not  be  suflBcient  data  to  simply  state  what  the  tonnage 
is?— A.  Yes;  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the  amount  of  displacement 
wasstated — it  would  besufficient  in  a  general  way — and  I  have  already 
answered  the  question,  having  in  mmd  the  general  dimensions  and 
disjplacement. 

6.  Then  would  not  the  character  of  the  engine  make  any  difference  ? — 
A.  I  have  taken  evervthing  into  consideration  in  answering  your  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  prices  that  you  referred  to  are  not 
materially  higher  or  materially  lower  than  those  paid  by  the  European 
governments. 

Q.  Then  you  would  consider  that  the  tonnage  or  displacement 
would  be  an  important  factor? — ^A.  Yes,  it  is  an  important  matter, 
and  I  have  taken  that  into  consideration.  Of  course,  I  am  not  a 
teclmical  man.  Mr.  Berg  is  more  technical,  and,  of  course,  as  I  have 
explained,  I  have  so  many  other  interests  that  I  am  dependent  upon 
other  people  for  details,  but  I  keep  their  general  run  so  that  in  general 
I  know,  I  see  bids  that  are  put  in,  the  pnces,  and  I  know  that  there  is 
not  anv  material  difference. 

Q.  Then  the  character  of  the  engine  would  be  one  element  of  cost  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  by  no  means  the  only  element? — A.  If  it  were  relative  it 
would  be  only  a  per  cent  or  a  small  part  of  the  cost.  There  are  many 
conditions,  different  Questions  that  enter  into  the  case. 

Q.  Then  you  could  not  determine,  even  approximately,  the  cost 
by  merely  having  stated,  of  course,  tne  character  of  the  engine?— ;-A. 
Ine  character  of  the  engine,  no.  I  know  in  general  about  the  question 
of  nerformance. 

Q.  By  having  the  question  of  speed  you  could  not  estimate  the 
cost  wholly  by  being  told  that  it  was  required  to  make  so  many 
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knots  an  hour? — A.  No;  for  the  reason  that  the  boat  might  be 
designed  to  secure  a  high  speed,  but  in  order  to  secure  that  speed  the 
boat  might  be  very  weak  in  other  points.  I  built  a  boat  that  made 
the  highest  speed  of  anything  built  in  this  country,  but  I  sacrificed 
other  things. 

Q.  Other  things  being  equal,  the  element  of  speed  would  enter  in?— 
A.  It  is  an  important  item,  but  a  boat  might  be  very  badly  balanced 
if  other  important  features  w^ere  sacrificed  to  speed-  As  I  say,  1 
built  a  boat  where  I  sacrificed  evervthing  to  speed,  sacrificcNd  dura- 
bility, sacrificed  strength,  sacrificea  everything  to  make  the  world 
record  for  speed. 

Q.  Does  not — I  think  you  call  it  endurance  under  water — the 
length  of  time  it  can  stay  under  water  without  coming  up  to  breathe; 
that  counts  for  something? — A.  That  is  very  important,  that  is 
an  important  item,  but  still  that  idea  could  be  carried  too  far. 

Q.  I  mean  that  it  is  an  item  of  cost? — A.  A  submarine,  like  any 
other  vessel,  is  best  described  as  being  a  series  of  compromises,  ff 
there  is  an  attempt  to  make  any  one  feature  particularly  prominent, 
it  is  often  done  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  balance  of  the  boat. 

Q.  Then  the  item  of  displacement  is  also  of  course  an  important 
item? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you  form  an  opinion  with  those  items,  the  character 
of  the  engine,  the  knots  of  speed,  the  endurance  imder  water,  or  the 
displacement — can  you  from  any  one  of  those  elements  determine 
a  fair  cost  of  the  vessel  ? — A.  Any  one  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No.  But  I  would  form  a  very  good  idea  from  know- 
ing the  displacement;  but  a  boat  might  be  constructed  with  a  large 
displacement,  but  might  be  imperfect  in  construction;  it  might  hare 
poor  engines  or  poor  balance. 

Q.  Wnhen  you  bid  on  a  boat,  do  you  have  submitted  to  you  plans 
showing  the  requirements  of  speed,  submersibility,  the  character  of 
the  engines,  displacement,  ana  all  those  things?— A.  So  far  we  got 
our  business  on  guaranteeing  results,  and  so  far  Mr.  Lake  has  made 
good. 

Q.  Well,  the  results  are  along  the  whole  line — speed,  submersi- 
bility, and  so  on? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  we  have  the  contract  the  final 
payments  have  been  based  on  trial  trips. 

Q.  Then,  have  you  made  any  contracts  for  boats  simply  that  they 
were  to  furnish  so  much  speed? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Or  have  you  made  contracts  simply  that  they  were  to  have 
the  ability  to  remain  under  water  for  a  certian  period  of  time?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  Or  simply  that  they  were  to  have  certain  displacement?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  would  sell  them  neither  by  ton  or  displacement  nor 
by  speed  alone? — A.  No.  There  is  a  round  smn  fixed,  and  ever}' 
feature  is  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  is  subject  to  trials. 
But  if  a  boat,  for  instance,  built  very  fast  and  still  was  imperfect  in 
some  material  points,  the  boat  would  be  rejected. 

Q.  Then  in  all  these  important  things  the  boat  must  make  good?— 
A.  Exactly. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  take  a  recess,  gentlemen,  imtil  2.30,  and 
then  we  will  proceed  with  this  witnej^s. 

(Thereupon][the  committee'took  a  recess  imtil  2.30  o'clock  p.  ni) 
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AFTER   RECESS. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess,  at  2.30  o'clock 
p.  m. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 
The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

TESTIMONY  OF  GHABLES  R.  FLIITT— Resumed. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  a  few  more  questions,  Mr.  Flint.  I  think  you 
stated,  in  answer  to  questions  by  Mr.  Stevens,  that  you  were  in  favor 
of  the  coaUtion  between  these  torpedo-boat  companies,  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  and  the  Lake  Company? — ^A.  I  was  in  favor  of  that 
negotiation  to  that  end;  that  I  saw  that  I  might  personally  profit 
therebv;  it  was  purely  a  question  of  business  with  me. 

O.  X  ou  thougnt,  I  think  you  said,  that  it  would  help  your  business 
with  other  governments  if  vou  had  gotten  together? — ^A.  If  the 
development  of  the  art  could  be  carried  on  without  patent  restric- 
tions— that  is,  if  Mr.  Lake  could  conduct  his  work  without  inter- 
fering with  the  Electric  boat  patents  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Electric  boat  people  could  conduct  their  operations  and  make  their 
designs  without  conflicting  with  Mr.  Lake's  patents,  it  would  naturally 
be  an  advantage  and  to  my  idea  we  would  thus  perfect  a  submarine 
that  I  could  handle  to  better  advantage  with  foreign  governments 
in  competition  with  submarine  companies  in  Germany,  England, 
France,  and  Italy. 

Q.  Mr.  Flint,  do  you  know  a  Mr.  Hurd? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember 
him. 

Q.  Have  you  never  met  him  abroad  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  him. 
Of  course  I  meet  a  good  many  people;  if  you  would  mention  some- 
thing  

Q.  Would  it  help  you  to  remember  if  it  were  suggested  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Vickers-Maxim  concern? — ^A.  No;  I  do  not  remember 
of  having  met  him. 

Q.  Then  you  have  had  no  conference  with  him  on  this  subject? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  I  think  you  said  that  you  were  authorized  by  Mr.  Lake — that  is, 
after  you  talked  with  him  after  that  interview  with  Mr.  Browne — ^you 
were  authorized  by  him  to  talk  with  the  Electric  boat  people  on  the 
subject? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Then  I  did  not  understand  you  correctly. — ^A.  No. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  whether  he  gave  you  any  terms,  but 
whether  he  authorized  you  to  consult  with  them. — ^A.  He  never 
objected  to  my  meeting  Mr.  Browne,  and  he  also,  when  I  stated  that 
I  w  ould  be  willing  to  see  Mr.  Rice  if  he  came  to  my  house — Mr.  Lake 
knew  of  that  conversation,  so  that  he  consented  to  the  extent  that 
silence  gives  consent. 

Q.  You  understood  that  he  was  agreeable  that  you  should  meet 
them  imder  such  circumstances  that  you  name  ? — ^A.  He  knew  that  I 
had  stated  that  I  would  see  them  if  thej  came  to  my  residence. 

0.  What  was  your  objection  to  meetmg  them  anywhere  else? — ^A. 
Well,  one  objection  would  be  that  it  is  a  great  advantage  if  the  party 
comes  to  you  instead  of  going  to  the  other  party. 
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O.  I  think  that  is  true. — ^A.  Exactly,  and  I  was  not  willing  to  go 
to  tnem;  it  is  a  case  where  the  mountain  has  to  come  to  Mahomet. 

O.  Did  they  come  to  you?— A.  They  refused,  and  I  refused  to  go 
to  tnem.  They  wanted  me  to  come  to  the  St.  Regis  Hotel,  and  that  I 
refused  to  do. 

Q.  You  were  both  playing  the  mountain  business  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  gave 
the  final  decision;  I  spoke  last. 

Q.  Would  Mr.  Lake  have  been  present  had  they  come  to  your 
house? — A.  I  think  not. 

O.  Were  you  at  your  house? — A.  No;  I  was  at  the  Engineers' 
Club,  but  Mr.  Lake,  I  think,  had  an  attitude  that  if  he  was  to  be 
approached  he  would  have  to  be  courted,  and  I  think  that  if  they 
had  come  to  my  house  he  would  have  remained,  particularlv  as 
under  the  doctor's  advice  he  was  keeping  to  his  room  in  the  Engi- 
neers' Club. 

Q.  He  was  not  averse  to  being  courted? — A.  Yes;  and  certainly 
would  have  been  courted  by  Mr.  Browne  would  Mr.  Browne  have 
had  the  chance. 

Q.  I  sav  he  was  not  averse  to  being  courted? — A.  Apparently  not, 
and  still  ne  showed  a  great  indifference. 

Q.  Coy? — A.  Yes,  and  whispering  "she  would  ne'er  consent,  con- 
sented, y     That  sort  of  an  attitude. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Rice  ever  speak  to  you  about  the  purchase  of  the  Lake 
Company's  interest  in  the  submarine  business? — A.  I  have  testified 
to  meeting  Mr.  Rice  a  year  ago  and  then  meeting  him  in  Russia,  and 
he  has  not  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject  within  six  months — I  do  not 
think  witliin  a  year;  certainly  not  within  six  months.  I  have  not 
seen  him  within  six  months. 

Q.  In  any  of  your  conversations  with  Mr.  Rice  was  there  ever 
anythiujg  said  about  detectives  at  any  time? — A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  Did  either  Mr.  Rice  or  Mr.  Frost  say  anything  to  you  about 
detectives? — ^A.  Never. 

Q.  About  being  shadowed  by  detectives? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  they  give  that  as  a  reason  for  not  coming  to  your  house, 
or  your  going  to  their  house,  that  they  were  afraid  that  they  were 
being  shadowed  by  detectives? — A.  No,  not  to  me. 

Q.  Did  they  say  that  Mr.  Lilley,  they  thought,  had  detectives  on 
them? — A.  They  never  said  it  to  me. 

Q.  At  what  hotel  did  they  want  you  to  meet  them? — A.  Wanted 
me  to  meet  them  at  the  St.  Regis. 

Q.  Was  there  ever  at  any  time  any  proposition  coming  from  them 
to  you  or  from  you  to  them,  that  tnere  snould  be  a  meeting  at  the 
Gilsey  House? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  the  Electric  Boat  Company  people  ever  authorize  you  to 
make  any  definite  proposition  to  Air.  Lake,  or  to  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  people? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  he  say  that  they  were  ready  to  pay  $1,000,000  in  cash?— 
A.  No. 

3.  Did  thev  object  to  a  deal  whereby — did  Mr.  Lake  object  to 
;  did  he  object  to  considering  a  proposition? — ^A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber of  his  objecting  to  that  specifically,  but  the  negotiations  never  got 
to  the  point  where  he  had  a  chance  to  take  a  stock  proposition  or  any 
other  proposition;  there  was  never  any  definite  offer. 

Q.  Either  of  stock  or  of  cash? — ^A.  Of  no  kind;  it  was  promoter's 
talk. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Mr.  Lake  that  Mr.  Frost  or  Mr.  Rice  or  any 
other  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  people  were  incHned  to  put  up  a 
ofood  deal  of  cash  in  the  purchase? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember.  In  the 
wav  I  was  serving — ^in  a  general  way,  some  conversation  Mr.  Browne 
ha3,  Mr.  Browne  was  endeavoring  to  bring  about  this  negotiation 
and  in  that  connection  I  might  possibly  have  said  that  Mr.  Browne  was 
hopeful  that  he  could  get  cash. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  Mr.  Lake  said  somethmg  to  you  about 
the  notes  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  I  remember  that  at 
one  time,  I  do  not  remember  when,  that  he  took  out  a  note  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  and  showed  it  to  me,  and  said  that  he  had 
notes  ox  a  note,  I  forget  whether  it  was  one  or  more,  and  I  remember 
that  he  indicated  that  as  an  evidence  that  they  were  not  long  in  cash, 
that  they  permitted  the  extension  of  a  note  which  he  possessed,  but 
I  do  not  remember-  the  time  when  he  did  that. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  have  covered  this,  but  was  there  any  talk  of  this 
investigation  at  any  time  between  you  and  Mr.  Simon  Lake? — ^A. 
I  have  covered  that. 

Q.  You  have  said  there  was  not? — A.  My  previous  testimony  will 
show. 

Q.  In  order  to  be  certain  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  there  was 
conversation  in  regard  to  this  investigation? — A.  I  will  repeat  what 
I  have  already  said,  that  there  may  have  been  general  talk  in  regard 
to  it,  but  it  was  not  in  connection  with  anv  definite  proposition, 
there  was  no  proposition  submitted  in  which  tnat  was  a  part. 

Q.  Was  it  suggested  th^t  the  investigation  might  stand  in  the  way 
of  a  deal  ? — A.  Naturally  the  subject  was  mentioned  in  the  papers, 
talked  of  in  a  very  general  way,  but  it  never  was  any  part  of  any  prop- 
osition, and  the  idea  was  advanced  that  it  would  interfere  witn  the 
deal. 

Q.  Was  it  advanced  that  the  fact  that  there  was  an  investigation 
led  the  Electric  Boat  Company  people 4o  be  willing  to  deal? — A.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  FUnt,  those  are  all  the  questions  I  desire  to  ask  you,  except 
the  one  I  suggested  and  then  passed  by,  and  that  is  as  to  the  con- 
tract or  the  sale  of  the  Lake  (Company's  boats  abroad.  I  think  the 
last  question  I  asked  you  was  whether  in  any  case  you  had  a  contract 
with  the  Lake  Company  for  two  different  methods  of  determining 
compensation  in  the  event  of  your  selling  boats  to  the  same  foreign 
government? — A.  We  do  have  different  plans  or  basis  of  conducting 
these  operations. 

Q.  Is  your  arrangement  with  the  Lake  Company  all  covered  by 
one  contract,  or  is  there  a  separate  contract  for  each  government 
to  which  you  sell  boats? — ^A.  There  are  separate  contracts;  there  are 
different  contracts  and  not  all  on  the  same  basis. 

Q.  To  what  governments  have  you  sold  boats? — ^A.  If  that  is  not 
important,  I  would  prefer  not  to  cover  that  question,  because  that  is 
pnvate  business.  But  I  will  state,  with  your  permission,  that  may 
cover  the  point,  that  we  have  sold  boats  to  the  Kussian  Government, 
sold  boats  to  the  Austrian  Government,  had  important  negotiations 
in  Italy,  but  farther  than  that  I  would  prefer  not  to  state. 

Q.  Have  you  sold  to  any  other  government? — ^A.  I  would  prefer 
not  to  answer  that.  That  would  give  competitors  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  about  business;  that  might  be  prejudicial. 

Q.  I  think  the  public  statistics  given  us,  which  have  been  incor- 
porated in  our  record,  show  the  number  of  submarine  boats  owned 
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by  each  government. — ^A.  But  you  tuxderstand  that  the  statement 
might  be  made  as  to  the  number  of  boats  owned,  but  that  might  not 
cover  the  matter  of  -sales.  You  see  there  might  be  sales  in  anticipa- 
tion  of  construction  and  delivery.  But  we  have  made  sales;  in 
fact,  there  are  four  boats  being  constructed  in  Russia  at  the  present 
time  for  the  Russian  Government,  a  very  important  contract. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  ask  you  again,  in  your  arrangement  with  the  Lakc» 
Company,  is  there  one  contract  with  the  Lake  Company  covering 
botii  Russia  and  Austria,  or  have  you  a  contract  with  Russia  and 
another  for  Austria? — ^A.  We  have  different  contracts;  it  is  not  all 
in  one  contract. 

Q.  I  mean,  is  there  more  than  one  contract  for  Russia,  boats  sold 
to  Russia?— A.  I  will  answer  that  if  you  will  regard  it  as  important 
and  material,  but  I  would  be  in  hopes  that  that  would  not  have  any 
bearing  on  the  main  puipose  of  this  investigation. 

Q.  Well,  I  will  pass  that  for  a  moment  and  ask  you  whether  vou 
will  state  the  commission  which  you  received  upon  tliose  four  boats 
under  contract  with  Russia  now? — ^A.  That  certainly  would  be  very 
confidential  matter;  that  would  be  a  matter  of  private  business. 

Q.  Would  it  be  in  the  nature  of  a  certain  specific  commission, 
certain  percentage  on  the  price  received  for  the  boat,  or  would  it  be 
in  the  nature  of  a  division  of  profits  upon  the  boats? — ^A.  That  I 
could  not  answer  either  way.  That  is  a  complicated  contract,  so  that 
I  could  not  make  a  specific  answer  for  it  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  Is  it  in  writing? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  could  be  produced? — A.  Yes.  At  the  same  time  you  can 
appreciate  that  those  contracts  are  confidential  contracts  with  a 
fnendly  government  and  we  are  naturally  under  certain  obligations 
to  keep  mose  matters  private. 

Q.  Would  you  obiect  to  stating  the  amount  of  commissions  or 
compensation  that  tne  Lake  Company  has  paid  you  for  the  sale  of 
boats  to  Russia,  for  instance?^ — ^A«  Yes;  that  would  be  a  matter  of 
private  business  and  would  be  a  disclosure  of  private  affairs  that  I 
would  hope  that  you  would  not  ask  for.  That  is  so  far  removed  from 
the  purpose  of  the  investigation. 

Q.  As  I  have  said,  the  charges  made  by  Representative  lilley 
are  very  serious  as  to  the  amoimts  paid  by  this  Government  for  its 
submarine  boats.  He  has  charged  tnat  the  Government  has  allowed 
the  manufacturer,  the  torpedo  boat  company,  to  make  an  tmjust  profit 
of  more  than  a  million  dollars  through  the  incompetent  and  ineffi- 
cient officials  of  our  Navy  Department;  and  I  think  that  he  has  also 
testified,  or  at  least  it  has  been  suggested  here,  that  the  American 
Government  is  paying  much  more  for  such  boats  than  foreign  govern- 
ments. From  that  point  of  view,  having  those  charges  in  vi^w,  is  it 
possible  that  the  inquiry  I  have  made  to  you  might  be  directly  in 
line  with  this  inquiry? — A.  I  can  state  that  as  compared  with  the 
prices  at  which  we  have  sold  submarines  in  Europe  that  the  prices 
received  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  are  not  materially  more  nor 
materially  less. 

Q.  Than  the  prices  paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  so-called 
Holland  boat?— A.  Exactly. 

Q.  And  now  manufactured  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.   ' 
Exactlv. 

Q.  btill  the  question  of  what  would  be  an  excessive  and  unjust 
profit  might  depend  something  upon  the  amount  of  compensation'paid 


HEARINGS   ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION    288.  1455 

for  the  sale  of  the  boat? — ^A.  But  I  am  comparing  the  prices  paid  by 
the  respective  governments  with  the  prices  paid  by  the  United  States 
or  the  prices  at  which  the  United  States  has  entered  into  contracts. 

Q.  I  understood  your  comparison  from  that  point,  and  you  are 
stating  just  the  fact  that  the  United  States  is  not  at  any  disadvan- 
tage in  prices  paid  for  submarine  torpedo  boats? — A.  That  is  my 
statement. 

Q.  But  there  still  remains  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the  manu- 
facturers who  supplied  these  boats  are  making — we  would  not,  of 
course,  inquire  if  tnat  were  the  only  thing,  we  would  not  inquire  as  to 
whether  foreign  governments  are  paying  too  much,  but  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  United  States  Government  is  still  paying  an  exorbitant 
price,  and  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  for  a  sale  would  enter 
into  it. — ^A.  That  would  be  exceedinglv  complicated,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  because  it  is  not  in  a  form  that  could  be  specifically  stated. 
It  is  involved  with  other  transactions  and  other  services.  For 
instance,  my  telegraph  bill  which  I  rendered  to  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment amounted  U>  over  $30,000,  and  it  comprises  some  ten  volumes. 
2  inches  thick.  Again,  the  compensation  and  services  rendered,  ana 
contracts  together,  woiild  be  very  complicated,  and  in  my  judgment  I 
think  I  have  covered  the  point  by  stating  that  I  think  that  the  United 
States  has  not  contracted  with  tne  Electric  Boat  Company  at  a  price 
substantially  in  excess  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  foreign  governments 
to  which  we  have  made  sales. 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  stating  whether  such  items  as  tele- 
graph expenses  that  you  have  referred  to  under  your  contract  would 
Be  paid  as  expenses  or  borne  by  you? — ^A.  I  would  prefer  not  to  give 
testimony  on  that.  You  see  that  is  a  question  of  my  own  relations 
and  accounting  with  the  Russian  Government. 

Q.  You  would  not  account  to  the  Russian  Government  for  your 
own  expenses? — A.  Yes;  in  certain  matters.  For  instance,  they  paid 
my  tel^rams  and  cables  to  an  amount  of  over  $30,000. 

Q.  The  Russian  Government  did? — ^A.  Yes;  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment did. 

Q.  In  Russia  do  you  deal  with  the  parUamentary  body  or  what 
would  be  the  equivalent  of  our  Navy  Department? — ^A.  We  deal  with 
what  is  equivalent  to  our  Naval  Department,  the  admiraltv. 

Q.  Who  is  the  head  of  that  department  in  Russia? — ^A.  Admiral 
Avelan,  and  the  chief  of  staflF,  Admiral  Wironius,  Admiral  Brous- 
silloff. 

Q.  Do  you  speak  the  Russian  language? — ^A.  I  speak  it  sufficiently 
for  directm^  the  coachman. 

Q.  Not  m  talking  with  the  admirals? — A.  Oh,  they  all  speak 
either  Frencli  or  EngUsh. 

Q.  In  paying  these  telegraph  and  cable  expenses,  does  the  Russian 
Government  pay  them  to  you  or  to  your  company? — ^A.  To  Flint 
&Co. 

Q.  Do  they  pay  for  the  boats  to  the  Lake  Company  or  to  Flint 
&  Uo.  ?— A.  They  pay  for  the  boats  to  Hart  O.  Berg  m  St.  Petersburg. 
Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Berg? — ^A.  Mr.  Berg  is  my  associate  and  agent. 
Q.  Is  he  a  Russian  or  an  American? — ^A.  He  is  an  American, 
residing  in  Paris. 

QT^Sid  how  does  he  transmit  the  money  to  you,  or  to  the  Lake 
Company? — A.  Well,  he  keeps  some  and  transmits  some  to  me 
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Q^^  And  you  keep  some  and  transmit  some  to  the  Lake  Company?— 
A.  Exactly. 

Q.  Do  you  account  to  the  Lake  Company  for  the  entire  proceeds 
of  the  boat  received  from  the  Russian  Government  bv  Mr.  JBerg? — 
A.  Mr.  Berg  does.  In  some  cases  collections  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  Lake  when  he  has  been  in  St.  Petersburg. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Berg  in  your  employ  or  is  he  an  employee  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company? — ^A.  Both  of  us;  he  acts  for  Mr.  Lake  and 
he  is  also  an  associate  of  mine. 

Q.  How  are  his  expenses  paid? — ^A.  He  pays  the  bulk  of  them. 
I  pay  part  and  some  expenses  have  been  paid  Air.  Lake. 

Q.  The  Russians  are  pretty  satisfactory  persons  to  deal  with,  are 
they  not? — A.  They  are  very  satisfactory.  If  you  have  their  con- 
fidence they  are  exceedingly  liberal  and  fair. 

Q.  How  are  the  prices  paid  for  the  boats  fixed  ? — A.  Fixed  by  the 
admiralty. 

Q.  Your  written  contracts  with  the  Lake  Company,  you  prefer  not 
tojproduce? — A,  No;  I  prefer  not  to  produce  those. 

(^.  I  suppose  the  contract  could  be  produced  by  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  as  well  as  by  you? — A.  I  should  suppose  so. 


?;.  It  is  made  in  duplicate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  consider  whether  the  witness 
should  be  compelled  to  answer  the  question  and  will  decide  upon  the 
materiality  of  those  questions  in  the  future.  It  may  depend  upon 
th(B  evidence  as  it  progresses  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Howard,  do  you  wish  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions? 

Mr.  Broussard,  do  you  wish  to  propound  any  questions  to  this 
witness  ? 

Senator  Thurston,  do  you  wish  to  have  any  questions  propoimded 
to  this  witness? 

Senator  Thurston.  The  following  question?,  Mr.  Chairman: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  These  questions  are  submitted  by  Senator  Thurston,  and  at  his 
request  they  are  put  to  you.  ^'Did  you  testify  that  you  did  not  tele- 
phone to  Mr.  Simon  Lalce,  as  sworn  to  by  him  as  follows:  'I  received 
a  call  on  the  telephone.  I  answered  it  and  recognized  Mr.  Charles  R. 
Flint's  voice.  He  stated,  in  substance,  that  certain  parties,  whose 
names  he  did  not  mention,  but  who,  he  said,  were  at  that  time  under 
investigation,  had  sent  to  him  and  stated  that  they  wanted  peace  and 
plenty  of  it;  that  they  thought  the  Lake  people  were  responsible  for 
the  investigation,  and  that  they  wanted  to  know  where  I  could  be 
seen.  I  told  Mr.  Flint  that  I  was  at  the  Engineers'  Club  and  he  could 
see  me  there.  He  said  he  would  come  right  up.'" — A.  Well,  I  do 
not  remember  the  sending  of  that  telephone. 

Q.  The  question  is,  Are  you  positive  that  you  did  not  so  tell  him 
in  substance  as  he  has  sworn? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  so  telephoning? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  next  question:  ^^Was  that  not  the  beginning  of  the  pro- 
posed negotiations  ? " — A.  The  beginning  of  the  proposed  negotiations 
was  when  Mr.  Browne  came  to  me,  and  I  suppose  that  I  miist  have 
telephoned  or  commimicated  with  Mr.  Lake.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  that  was  the  first  communication.  But  on  that  point  Mr. 
Lake  would  remember  better  than  I,  because  it  is  a  matter  of  more 
importance  to  him. 


at  tirie 
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The  next  question  is:  ''Will  you  testify  that  when  you  met  him 
fie  En^neers'  Club  after  telephoning  for  the  appointment  you  did 
not  have  a  conversation  as  sworn  to  by  him  as  follows:" 

He  stated  that  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost  were  in  a  room  downtown;  that  they  had 
ft*at  a  man  to  see  him  and  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  not  renew  the  negotiations 
that  had  been  discussed  previously  in  regard  to  securing  the  Lake  Company's  inter- 
ests, or  if  something  could  not  be  done  to  stop  the  investigation.  He  said  that  both 
were  apparently  very  much  concerned  about  the  Lilley  investigation  and  he  thought 
thev  were  willing  to  do  most  anything  to  stop  it.  I  told  him  I  had  absolutely  nothinj^ 
to  Ao  with  this  investigation  in  any  way,  shape,  or  fashion;  did  not  know  an  investi- 
piion  was  to  be  made;  that  I  hardly  knew  Mr.  Lilley,  having  only  just  recently 
been  introduced  to  him  and  having  met  him  only  once  since  men;  that  I  did  not 
Mieve,  even  if  I  were  disposed  to  stop  the  investigation  which  had  been  started, 
that  there  was  anv  possible  way  in  which  it  could  be  done,  as  I  took  it  the  matter 
was  entirely  out  ot  Mr.  Lilley's  hands. 

I  think  Mr.  Flint's  replv  to  that  was:  "Well,  there  is  no  need  of  your  telling  them 
that  and  I  don't  see  that  there  is  any  harm  in  listening  to  their  offer. ''  He  asked  me  if 
I  had  any  objection  to  his  hearine  their  proposition.  I  said  no,  I  had  not.  He  then 
cHleil  up  on  the  phone  and  made  an  appointment  to  see  some  one  in  reference  to 
the  matter — I  do  not  know  whom.  He  said  he  would  return,  which  he  did  in  the 
couTse  of  a  couple  of  hours.  According  to  my  recollection  the  proposition  which 
he  then  submitted  was  this: 

The  Electric  Boat  Company  would  give  $1,000,000  in  preferred  stock  and  $2,000,000 
in  common  stock  if  I  would  turn  our  United  States  rights  over  to  them  and  use  what- 
ever influence  we  might  have  to  stop  the  investigation. 

My  reply  to  that  was:  '* It  does  not  interest  me." 

He  stated,  I  believe,  that  this  proposition  had  been  made  to  him  by  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Brown,  and  that  Brown  wanted  to  arrange  for  him  and  myself  to  meet  Rice 
aad  Frost.  I  said  I  could  not  do  that  under  any  circumstances.  He  then  said: 
'Well,  have  you  any  objection  to  my  meeting  them?'*  I  told  him  he  was  free  to  do 
as  he  pleased.  He  then  called  up  a  man  whom  I  assumed  to  be  Brown,  and  I  took 
it  from  the  way  the  conversation  was  carried  on  that  Brown  was  in  the  same  room 
with  Messrs.  Rice  and  Frost.  Mr.  Flint  stated  to  the  man  at  the  other  end  of  the 
wire  that  he  would  be  glad  to  see  his  party  if  they  would  call  at  his  house.  Mr.  Flint 
infonned  me  that  they  would  not  come  to  his  nouse  as  they  were  afraid  that  they 
were  being  watched;  that  they  thought  Mr.  Lilley  had  a  detective  on  them,  but 
that  they  would  meet  him  at  the  Gilsey  House,  fle  refused  to  meet  them  at  the 
Oibey  House,  saNdng  that  if  they  wanted  to  talk  business  they  must  come  to  him. 

The  (juestion  is  whether  you  had  such  a  conversation? — A.  I  have 
stated  in  general  as  much  as  I  remember  of  the  conversation.  Now, 
Mr.  Lake  would  remember  that  conversation  more  in  detail  than  I, 
because  it  w^as  a  matter  of  intense  interest  to  him,  and  in  that  stage 
was  of  little  or  no  importance  or  interest  to  me,  and  I  think  that  my 
testimony  has  covered  it  so  far  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Then,  do  you  say  that  what  you  have  already  testified  you 
adhere  to?  Is  there  anything  in  this  question  that  leads  you  to 
modify  it?— A.  No. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  suggest,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  frame  of  my 
question  is  Will  he  testify  that  that  conversation  did  not  occur?  He 
ought  to  answer  that. 

Q.  Will  you  testify  that  when  you  met  him,  that  is,  Mr.  Lake,  at 
the  Engineers'  Club,  after  telephoning  for  the  appointment,  you  did 
not  have  the  conversation  as  sworn  to  by  him? — ^A.  Now,  there  are 
certain  details  there  that  I  happen  to  remember.  For  instance ,  I  remem- 
ber that  the  hotel  was  the  St.  Kegis.  It  impressed  itself  as  being  one  of 
the  most  expensive  hotels  in  New  York  City  instead  of  the  least, 
and  I  remembered  that,  and  I  do  not  conflict  with  the  testimony  as 
piven  by  Mr.  Lake,  and  he  remembers  the  conversation,  being  in- 
tensely mterested  in  it,  better  than  I,  perhaps. 

Q.  Then  did  he  say,  *'it  does  not  interest  me?" — A.  That  was  the 
substance  or  the  effect.     I  do  not  remember  the  language.     But 
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when  I  saw  Mr.  Browne  I  told  him  that  I  did  not — that  Mr.  Lake 
was  indifferent  and  I  did  not  believe  any  business  would  result,  but 
I  do  not  remember  the  words,  but  in  effect  I  reported  to  Mr.  Browne 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  accompUshed;  I  did  not  think  anything 
could  be. 

The  Chairman.  The  quotation  is  so  long,  you  may  have  missed  the 
real  gist  of  the  question  propounded  by  Senator  Tnurston,  which  is 
whether  you  will  testify  that  you  did  not  have  such  a  conversation? 

A.  In  general  I  will  not  testify  that  I  did  not  have  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you  this  question:  lou  have  already  testified  that  ^ou 
did  not  say  to  Mr.  Lake  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would  give 
$1,000,000  preferred  stock  and  $2,000,000  in  common  stock?— A.  I 
know  that  1  was  not  authorized  to  make  any  such  offer.  I  was  not 
in  that  position.  But  I  repeated  to  Mr.  Lake  what  Mr.  Browne 
said;  but  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  real  business,  I  do  not  remember 
the  details  of  it.  It  did  not  get  to  that  point.  It  was  simply  in  the 
position  where  a  promoter  was  endeavoring  to  make  a  conmiission 
or  make  a  profit. 

Q.  Senator  Thurston's  next  question  is  this:  '^Will  you  testify 
that  his  sworn  statement  of  that  conversation  is  not  correct  in 
substance?" — A.  I  have  answered  that.     I  have  nothing  to  add. 

The  Chairman.  In  order  to  make  the  record  clear,  won't  you  be 
kind  enough  to  answer  each  of  these  questions  categorically,  whether 
you  have  previously  testified  to  it  or  not?  It  may  save  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  make  the  record  much  clearer  and  get  what  Senator 
Thurston  wants  to  have  gotten  on  the  record,  and  which  he  is 
entitled  to. 

Q.  The  question  is:  "Will  you  testify  that  his  (Mr.  Lake's) 
sworn  statement  of  that  conversation  is  not  correct  in  substance?"  — 
A.  No. 

Q.  '*Do  you  mean  to  testify  that  no  such  conversation  took  plac^  in 
substance  as  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  or  is  it  your  answer  that 
you  do  not  remember?*' — ^A.  My  answer  is  that  except  so  far  as  I 
nave  answered  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  The  next  question  is:  '*Was  not  the  conversation  in  substance 
as  sworn  to  by  Air.  Simon  Lake?'' — A,  In  general;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  Mr.  Lake's  testimony  about  the 
telephone  and  personal  conversations  is  not  true  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  ''Will  vou  testify  that-Mr.  Lake's  statement,  as  follows,  is  not 
true?"— 

Not  boing  able  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  arrangement,  as  I  took  it  from  the  conver- 
sation  over  the  phone,  Mr.  Flint  left,  and,  I  believe,  went  to  his  office.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  met  or  not,  but  I  gave  Mr.  Flint  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  would 
not  be  interested  in  any  stock  proposition,  even  to  the  extent  of  submitting  it  to  my 
board  of  directors.  I^ter  he  returned  and  stated  that  they  were  disposed  to  give  con- 
siderable cash — my  recollection  is  that  the  price  named  was  $1,000,000  in  cash  and 
some  other  consideration  in  the  nature  of  royalties.  I  told  him  I  did  not  believe  they 
had  $1,000,000  in  hand,  as  I  had  and  still  have  some  of  their  notes,  which  they  have 
recently  renewed,  and  of  which  their  attorneys  knew.  It  seemed  to  me  they  would 
have  considerable  difficulty  at  this  time  in  raifling  $1,000,000  in  cash,  and  that  probably 
the  whole  negotiations  were  being  conducted  on  their  part  with  some  ulterior  motive 
in  view  with  regard  to  this  investigation.  I  told  Mr.  Flint  I  did  not  care  to  give  the 
matter  any  further  consideration.  He  agreed  with  me  that  the  probabilities  were  that 
their  object  was  as  I  had  stated. 

Now  the  question  is,  Will  you  testify  that  Mr.  Lake's  statement  is 
not  true  ?— A.  No.    I  desire  to  state  that  I  did  not  know  of  any  author 
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ized  proposition  from  the  Electric  Boat  Company;  that  whatever 
was  suggested  was  from  Mr.  Browne,  whose  position,  as  has  already 
been  stated,  was  that  of  a  promo  tor. 

Q.  The  next  question  is:  '*Will  you  swear  that  Mr.  Lake  in  any  of 
the  foregoing  testimony  has  testified  to  anything  which  did  not  actu- 
ally take  place  between  Mr.  Lake  and  yourself?'' — A.  Substantially 
that  statement  is  correct,  but  in  some  matters,  I  haven't  it  in  mind — 
matters  of  detail,  why,  there  is  a  certain  natural  difference  that  is  not 
material. 

Q.  The  next  question  is  this:  "Is  your  recollection  of  the  trans- 
actions such  as  to  enable  you  to  swear  that  Mr.  Lake's  version  of 
them  is  not  true?"T-A.  No. 

Q.  The  next  question  by  Senator  Thurston  is:  ''Will  you  please 
read  Mr.  Lake's  statement  of  these  transactions  and  interviews  as 
printed  on  pages  1086  and  1087  of  the  record,  and  then  point  out  any 
one  or  more  statements  which  are  not  true?" — A.  (After  reading 
part  of  record  referred  to.)  On  page  1086  he  stated  that  *' certain 
parties  at  that  time  who  were  under  investigation  sent  to  him  and 
stated" — I  had  no  knowledge,  I  had  not  seen  the  parties  there 
referred  to,  and  I  had  no  knowledge  of  what  they  stated.  I  simply 
knew  what  Mr.  Browne  put  in  his  negotiations,  but  I  had  no  knowl- 
edge as  to  what  the  parties  had  stated.  And  in  the  telephone  I 
indicated  that  Mr.  Browne  had  come  from  the  Electric  boatpeople. 

On  the  same  page  it  says  I  stated  that  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost  were 
in  a  room  downtown.  I  did  not  know  that  they  were  in  a  room 
downtown,  but  I  have  already  testified  that  I  telephoned  Mr.  Browne 
was  with  Mr.  Rice,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  Mr  Frost  was 
there  or  not. 

I  remember  that  Mr.  Lake  said  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
mvestigation;  I  remember  that.  It  says:  ''I  told  nim  that  T  had 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the  investigation."  That  meant,  I 
suppose,  that  he  nad  nothing  to  do  with  the  initiation  of  it.  He 
saici:  '*I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  harm  in  listening  to  their  offer." 
That  was  his  attitude  at  that  moment. 

Now,  in  stating  that  a  proposition  was  submitted  I  was  repeating 
the  suggestion  that  Mr.  Browne  had  made,  but  I  never  understood 
that  there  was  any  firm  offer  or  business  proposition.  I  imderstood 
that  Mr.  Browne  was  endeavoring  to  bring  the  parties  together,  and 
he  used  me  owing  to  my  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Lake. 

I  have  stated  oefore  that  the  Gilsey  House  was  not  mentioned. 
It  was  the  St.  Regis  Hotel. 

As  to  the  conclusions  that  the  whole  negotiations  were  being  con- 
ducted on  their  part  with  some  ulterior  motive  in  view  with  regard  to 
this  investigation,  I  knew,  that  in  general,  his  attitude  was  that  the 
negotiation  was  not  serious.  I  do  not  remember  just  the  words  in 
which  he  made  the  statement.  His  memory  on  that  would  be  very 
much  better  than  mine. 

So  that,  in  general,  that  was  the  idea  of  the  conversation,  and  I  do 
not  remember  the  details  of  it  for  reasons  before  stated. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lake  tell  you  he  held  some  notes  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Company? — A.  I  have  already  testified  that  he  showed  me  a  note, 
Wt  I  do  not  remember  at  what  interview. 

Q.  The  next  question  is:  "If  he  so  told  you,  what  led  up  to  such 
statement?" — A.  I  do  not  remember,  biit  I  know  that  it  was  for  the 
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purpose  of  having  me  understand  that  they  did  not  have  any  real 
money,  and  then  came  the  idea  that  he  did  regard  these  n^otiations 
seriously,  and  I  so  indicated  to  Mr.  Browne. 

Q.  ''In  your  first  conversation  with  Mr.  Simon  Lake  at  the  Enm- 
neers'  Club,  to  which  you  have  testified,  did  you  not,  in  stating  to  Mr. 
Lake  the  proposition  for  him  to  consider,  write  on  a  slip  or  slips  of 
paper  the  amount  in  stock  as  stated  by  him — that  is  $1,000,000  in 

g referred  stock  and  $2,000,000  in  common  stock  of  the  Electric  Boat 
ompany  ?  * ' — A.  Not  that  I  remember.  I  generally  make  memoranda 
when  I  am  talking  a  serious  negjotiation,  but  I  do  not  remember  that 
I  regarded  that  this  came  within  that  class.  I  had  about  the  same 
view  of  it  that  Mr.  Lake  has  expressed  there. 

Q.  "Did  you  not  at  that  time  write  on  a  slip  or  slips  of  paper  any 
proposed  amounts  and  push  them  over  for  Mr.  Lake  to  read  V* — ^A.  Not 
that  I  remember. 

Q.  * 'After  he  read  them  did  he  not  state  'It  does  not  interest  me,' 
and  did  you  not  then  and  there  tear  up  those  slips  of  paper?'' — ^A.  Not 
that  I  remember,  but  I  remember,  as  I  before  statea,  the  business  he 
did  not  regard  as  serious. 

Q.  "When  you  returned  later  to  see  Mr.  Lake,  as  testified  by  him 
on  page  1087,  did  you  not,  in  stating  the  new  proposition,  mention 
the  amount  to  be  paid  in  cash  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  did 
you  not  write  figures  and  amounts  on  a  slip  of  paper  and  pass  it  over 
for  Mr.  Lake  to  read?'' — ^A.  I  don't  remember,  out  I  know — I  am 
satisfied  it  was  prior  to  that  time  that  Mr.  Lake  had  indicated  that 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  did  not  have  cash. 

Q.  "Did  not  Mr.  Simon  Lake  then  say  to  you  that  he  did  not  care 
to  give  the  matter  further  consideration?" — A.  Substantially,  ves. 

Q.  "Did  you  not  then  tear  up  the  slip  of  paper  on  which  you  had 
written  the  figures?" — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

O.  "Was  not  the  conversation  which  took  place  at  the  Engineers' 
Club  such  as  would  lead  Mr.  Lake  to  beUeve  that  Mr.  Browne  c&me 
from  or  represented  Mr.  Rice?" — ^A.  Certainly;  that  Mr.  Browne 
came  from  Mr.  Rice. 

Q.  "Came  from  or  represented  Mr.  Rice?" — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  "Did  you  not  think  that  Mr.  Lake  thought  Mr.  Browne  came 
from  Mr.  Rice? "—A.  Yes. 

Q.  "Do  you  remember  in  calling  Mr.  Lake  over  the  phone,  of  saying 
the  Electric  boat  people  had  approached  you  again  and  that  you 
thought  they  wanted  '  peace  and  plenty  of  it, '  or  words  to  that  effect  ?^' — 
A.  That  conversation  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  am  positive  that  I 
had  no  conversation  with  the  Electric  boat  people  and  that  whatever 
was  said  was  said  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Browne,  who  wanted  me  to 
call  Mr.  Lake  up. 

Q.  "Do  you  remember  Mr.  Simon  Lake  saying  to  you  that  when  a 
cash  sum  was  mentioned  that  he,  Mr.  Lake,  held  some  notes  of  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  and  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  could  raise  $1,000,000  in  cash?" — ^A.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Lake  did  not  believe  that  they  could  raise  the  money  and  that 
he  did  not  regard  the  business  seriously. 

Q.  "From  whom  did  you  get  the  figures  you  submitted  to  Mr. 
Lake?" — ^A.  Whatever  I  got  I  received  from*Mr.  Browne.  I  never 
had  any  communications  of  any  kind  with  any  of  the  officers  of  any 
of  the  parties  financially^  interested  in  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 
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Q.  **  Did  Mr.  Browne  give  you  any  figures  of  any  kind  to  submit  to 
Mr.  Lake?" — ^A.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  he  did,  but  they 
were  the  figures  of  an  enterprising  promoter  and  made  no  special 
impression. 

Q.  That  is  the  last  of  Senator  Thurston's  question.  There  are  a 
few  that  occur  to  me  to  ask  on  behalf  of  the  committee.  Who  were 
with  you  when  you  had  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Lake?'' — ^A. 
Part  of  the  time  there  was  not  anyone,  and  then  at  one  time  Mr. 
Berg  was  there. 

Q.  What  reason  would  there  be,  if  you  wished  to  mention  any  fig- 
ures to  Mr.  Lake,  what  reason  would  there  be  for  your  putting  them 
on  a  slip  of  paper  and  passing  them  over  to  him  and  then  tearing 
up  the  slip? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  of  that  being  done,  and  what 
surprised  me  was  that  Mr.  Lake's  attitude  was  such,  as  he  testifies, 
and  the  actual  position  was  such  that  I  should  not  suppose  that  it 
c^ot  to  a  sufliciently  serious  stage  where  I  wanted  to  even  write  a 
memorandum. 

Q.  If  you  wanted  to  tell  him  that  the  Electric  boat  people  had 
offered  a  million  dollars,  was  there  any  particular  reason  why  you 
would  not  mention  it  to  liim  right  out? — ^A.  Not  at  all;  that  is  to 
say,  there  would  not  be  any  reason  why  I  should  not  mention  what 
Mr.  Browne  had  said.  On  the  contrary,  there  would  be  every  reason 
I  should. 

Q.  Is  it  merely  the  point  of  putting  it  on  a  piece  of  paper? — A. 
There  is  no  point  at  all  m  that.  That  might  be  simple,  if  it  was  done, 
but  I  do  not  remember  that  it  was.  It  might  be  written,  perhaps, 
to  make  it  clearer. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Rice  spoken  to  you  about  the  Lake  Boat  Company's 
interest  in  submarine  boats? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  state  to  Mr.  Lake  that  he  had  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  what  Mr.  Lake  says  on  page  1085,  ^* According  to  my  recol- 
lection the  conversation  with  Mr.  Flint  was  in  substance  that  Mr. 
Rice  had  spoken  to  him  about  the  purchase  of  the  Lake  Company's 
interest  in  the  submarine  business  and  wanted  him  to  find  out  if  it 
was  for  sale  and  at  what  price." — A.  As  I  have  stated,  I  had  no  con- 
versation whatever  with  Mr.  Rice  or  any  officer  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  for  six  months.  In  fact,  I  have  never  met  Mr.  Frost;  I  do 
not  know  him. 

Q.  Then  the  question  is,  did  you  tell  Mr.  Lake  you  had  had  that 
conversation? — A.  He  understood  that  I  had  not.  He  knew  that  I 
refused  to  go  to  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Rice  refused  to  come  to  my  house. 

Q.  Did  jou  tell  Mr.  Lake  that  you  thought  it  would  be  better  for 
him  and  his  stockholders  to  take  a  sum  of  money,  say  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars,  and  let  more  experienced  people  handle  the  business  end 
of  the  submarine  matter? — A.  I  do  not  remember.  In  a  very  general 
wav  I  encouraged  the  negotiation  which  Mr.  Browne  started. 

Q.  Did  you  state  to  him  that  you  thought  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany had  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  ability  as  an  inventor,  and  they 
would  be  disposed  to  pay  him  a  very  high  salary  to  act  as  consulting 
engineer? — A.  It  womd  be  a  natural  thing  to  say.  I  think  very 
likely.    And  he  certainly  would  be  entitled  to  that  comment. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  I  think  that  I  assumed  that.  He 
had  had  a  very  successml  record. 
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Q.  Did  you  tell  him  that  you  had  any  information  of  that  kind 
from  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  1  think  that  I  might  hare 
got  that  idea  when  I  talked  with  Mr.  Rice  over  a  year  ago.  I  knew 
that  they  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Lake's  ability. 

Q.  You  have  testified  several  times  that  there  was  nothing  said 
about  this  investigation  in  this  interview  between  you  and  Mr. 
Simon  Lake. — A.  1  have  not  stated  that.  I  have  not  testified  to 
that.  I  have  testified  that  I  did  not  remember  any  specific  talk 
about  it  in  connection  with  any  proposition,  but  that  the  subject 
was  generally  referred  to. 

Q.  Did  he  say  whether  or  not  he  could  stop  the  investigation t— 
A.  I  do  not  remember  of  his  saying  it,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  such 
an  absurd  statement  would  have  lodged  on  my  memory.  A  state- 
ment as  absurd  as  that  would  have  attracted  my  attention.  It 
would  be  a  perfectly  ridiculous  proposition,  and  as  Mr.  Lake  has 
always  impressed  me  as  a  sane  man,  I  think  that  would  have  attracted 
my  attention. 

Q.  What  would  you  think  of  his  condition  when  he  said,  ^*I  told 
him,"  meaning  yourself,  'Hhat  I  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
this  investigation  in  anyway,  shape,  or  fashion.  I  did  not  know  that 
an  investigation  was  to  be  made.  I  hardly  knew  Mr.  Lilley,  having 
only  just  been  introduced  to  him,  and  having  met  him,  and  I  did  not 
beheve,  even  if  I  were  disposed  to  stop  this  investigation  which  had 
been  started,  that  there  was  any  possible  way  in  which  it  could  be 
done.'' — ^A.  I  think  that  the  statement  in  that  regard — there  was  no 
way  he  could  stop  it,  so  very  naturally 

Q.  You  have  just  stated  he  did  not  say  he  did  not  believe  he  could 
stop  it. — A.  No;  I  did  not  exactly  say  that.  I  intended  to  convey 
the  idea  that  such  an  idea  would  be  so  absurd^  if  he  had  made  the 
statement  that  he  could  stop  it,  or  materially  influence  it,  it  would 
be  so  ridiculous  that  it  would  have  attracted  my  attention,  and  there- 
fore I  am  satisfied  that  he  never  did  make  any  such  ridiculous  state- 
ment. 

Q.  Did  you  say  to  him  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would  give 
a  million  m  preferred  stock  and  two  million  in  common  stock  ?---A. 
Not  that  I  remember.  I  had  no  authorization,  no  serious  proposi- 
tion to  submit  to  that  effect;  and  if  I  had  had,  I  would  have  remem- 
bered it. 

Q.  Then  did  you  later  say  to  him  that  they  were  disposed  to  give 
considerable  cash — a  million  dollars  in  cash — and  some  other  considera- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a  royalty  ? — A.  I  was  not  in  any  position  to  make 
any  serious  proposition  of  that  kind,  and  I  certainly  did  not  make 
it.  I  might  have  repeated  some  ideas  of  Mr.  Browne  who  was 
endeavoring  to  bring  the  parties  together,  and  was  very  sugges- 
tive. 

Q.  '' Previous  to  the  Newport  trials,  did  not  Mr.  Rice  dine  with 
you,  and  did  3'ou  not  afterwards  tell  Mr.  Simon  Lake  that  Mr.  Rice 
wished  to  know  if  some  arrangement  could  not  be  made  to  buy  out 
the  Lake  interests?" — A.  Mr.  Rice  did  not  dine  with  me.  There  was 
a  supper  given  to  the  Russian  ambassador,  at  which  Mr.  Rice  was 
present,  that  was  the  only  occasion,  and  we  had  our  legs  under  the 
same  table,  but  I  do  not  remember  about  any  suggestion  to  that 
effect. 

Q.  Who  gave  the  supper? — A.  Saffonoff.  He  is  the  celebrated 
musician  that  led  the  orchestra  at  the  coronation  of  Nicholas  II. 
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Q.  I  suppose  there  was  plenty  of  music  at  the  supper? — ^A.  Yes,  and 
some  champagne. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Littleton,  do  you  care  to  have  these  ques- 
tions submitted  now? 

Mr.  Littleton,  I  do  not  care  for  them.  A  good  many  of  them 
have  been  covered  in  the  examination  already  made. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives present  who  desires  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions? 

Is  there  any  other  person  present  in  person  or  bj  counsel  interested 
in  this  investigation  who  wishes  to  ask  any  questions  of  this  witness? 

If  not,  Mr.  Flint,  the  question  of  your  producing  the  contract  and 
the  memoranda  and  letters  referred  to  in  the  subpoena,  and  the  an- 
swering of  these  questions  relative  to  the  possible  make-up  of  a  part 
of  the  cost  to  foreign  governments  of  boats  sold  by  you,  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  and  if  subsequent  evidence  makes  it  mate- 
rial for  them  to  be  answered,  we  shall  have  to  insist  upon  your  coming 
back  and  answering  them  and  producing  the  contract.  Until  sucn 
time  you  may  consider  yourself  as  discharged. 

TESTIMONY  OF  QBANT  HUGH  BBOWNE. 

Grant  Hugh  Browne,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  exam- 
ined, testified  as  follows: 
The  Chairman.  Mr.  Howard,  will  you  examine  this  witness? 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

(^.  Will  you  give  the  stenographer  your  name,  age,  and  place  of 
busmess? — ^A.  Grant  Hugh  Browne;  age,  44;  business,  115  Broad- 
wav,  New  York. 

Q.  What  is  your  business? — ^A.  Promoter,  I  think,  from  what  I 
have  heard  to-day. 

Q.  What  is  a  promoter? — ^A.  I  don't  know.  Some  people  would 
call  me  a  broker.  Others  might  call  my  business  negotiation,  but  I 
think  we  are  commonly  known  as  promoters. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Flint's  distinction  between  a  promoter  and  a 
negotiator? — A.  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  a  promotor  used  his  breath  and  blew  up  the  fire,  and  the 
negotiator  dia  the  cooking  or  skinning. — A.  No;  he  called  himself  an 
organizer,  and  I  disagree  with  Mr.  Flint.  I  think  that  in  most  of  the 
work  that  I  have  done,  I  commenced  from  the  beginning  and  finished 
it. 

Q.  Where  you  merely  commenced  and  somebodv  else  finished; 
what  are  you,  then,  a  promoter  or  organizer? — A.  I  think  I  would  be 
a  very  cheap  promoter. 

Q.  Promoter  in  the  first  stages  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  learn  this  profession? — A.  Being  knocked  about, 
raffed  about  in  the  world. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  filled  it?— A.  I  think  since  1892  or  1893. 

Q.  Generally  speaking,  I  do  not  want  to  inquire  into  your  private 
business,  but  what  luck  have  you  had? — A.  Generally  speaking, 
some  vears  good  luck,  other  years  very  bad. 

Q.  What  are  the  conditions  that  make  the  good  years  and  the  lean 
years? — ^A.  The  promoting  business,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  McKinley's 
inauguration  up  to  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  has  been  very  profital)le: 
since  then  there  has  been  nothing  doing. 
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Q.  Would  you  like  to  see  prosperity  in  promoting  return  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  A  promoter  is  a  very  eood  barometer  of  prosperity.  Can't  you 
promote  prosperity? — ^A.  Not  without  some  assistance  from  head- 
quarters. 

Q.  Then  about  what  has  been  the  range  of  your  activity  as  pro- 
moter?— ^A.  In  what  respect,  sir? 

Q.  You  have  been  in  the  business  of  promoting;  about  how  many 
diflFerent  divergent  propositions  have  you  succeeded  in  promoting!-^ 
A.  A  good  many. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  organize  a  Bible  trust? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Let  us  get  the  extreme. — ^A.  I  have  organized  what  is  commonly 
known  as  one  of  the  lead  trusts,  the  Unitea  Lead  Company;  what  is 
commonly  known  as  the  hthograph  trust,  the  Consolidated  Litho- 
graph Company;  organized  the  American  Farm  Products  Company, 
which  is  known  as  the  butter  trust;  organized  by-products  company, 
which  is  a  company  in  the  South  dealing  with  by-products  of  different 
kinds,  deals  in  plants  making  turpentine  and  by-products.  I  have 
assisted  in  numerous  other  organizations,  and  in  1898, 1899,  and  1900 
I  was  located  most  of  that  time  abroaa  buying  some  ships  for  the 
American  Government  in  the  Spanish  war,  and  afterwards  making 
contracts  for  war  material  on  my  own  initiative  with  other  govern- 
ments. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  run  in  to  the  Sherman  antitrust  law? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  it? — ^A.  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  investigated  yourself  yet? — A.  Not  yet; 
no,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  the  law  pretty  well? — ^A.  Fairly  well;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  organizea  free  from  any  contact  with  it? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  rebates  or  the  railroads,  so 
that  I  had  been  rather  far  away  from  the  penalties  of  the  Sherman 
Act. 

Q.  No  pure  monopolies? — A.  No,  sir;  no  pure  monopoUes. 

Q.  In  taking  hold  of  this  submarine  project  were  you  looking  into 
the  direction  of  a  monopoly  there? — ^A.  I  saw  what  I  thought  was  a 
good  opportunity  for  business. 

Q.  Now  tell  lis  all  about  that. — A.  On  March  19,  going  in  from 
home  to  New  York,  I  was  reading  the  morning  papers,  and  1  had 
kept  prettv  well  posted  on  what  had  been  goin^  on  in  Washington 
in  this  submarine  investigation,  simply  from  tne  standpoint  of  a 
layman  whose  interest  was  in  all  pubhc  cases. 

Q.  You  had  your  nose  up  in  the  air  then? — A.  Yes;  because  I  had 
taken  up  this  same  subject  with  Mr.  Rice  a  year  ago,  and  on  March 
19  of  tms  year  I  reapproached  him  on  that  subject,  and  that  reap- 
proachment  was  occasioned  entirely  owing  to  the  very  forcible  man- 
ll3r  it  was  brought  to  my  attention  by  the  press;  it  was  owing  to  no 
one's  initiative  but  my  own. 

Q.  Well,  now,  what  was  it  that  impressed  you — that  is,  you  said 
this  is  the  second  occasion;  suppose  you  get  back  to  the  first;  let  us 
have  the  history  of  that. — A.  A  year  ago  in  March — I  should  think 
the  end  of  March,  1907 — I  met  Mr.  Rice  once  or  twice  and  suggested 
to  him  the  purchase  of  the  Lake  submarine  business,  and  it  struck 
me  that  his  mind  was  very  receptive.  At  that  time  he  told  me  that 
he  did  not  consider  Lake  had  so  much  to  sell.     He  did  not  think  it 
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was  worth  while  considering  seriously.  Of  course,  I  advocated  the 
Lake  side  of  it  without  discussion  with  Mr.  Lake.  I  did  not  see 
Mr.  Lake;  never  saw  him  until  I  saw  him  here  to-day. 

Q.  Was  that  in  the  interest  of  the  promoter? — ^A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  You  had  to  get  into  it  from  one  side  or  the  other? — ^A.  Had  to 
get  into  it  from  one  side  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  could  not  carry  on  the  debate? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Go  on;  I  am  interested  in  vour  process.  I  may  have  to  go 
into  it  myself. — A.  And  Mr.  Rice  liad  a  very  small  idea  of  the  value 
of  the  Lake  patents,  and  I  knew  it  was  foolish  to  go  on  with  the  nego- 
tiations from  his  standpoint.  I  could  not  convince  him  that  the 
LaJce  was  worth  considering  very  much,  so  he  said  something  about 
not  doing  anything  before  the  tests.  I  suggested  to  him  to  make  a 
figure  for  the  Lake  people;  if  they  were  successful  they  would  be 

Eaid  a  big  price,  what  would  be  considered  from  my  standpoint  as  a 
ig  price;  if  they  were  a  failure  pay  them  a  nuisance  value,  which 
was  put  on  the  basis  of  25  per  cent  to  100  per  cent  on  the  other.  If 
the  Lake  people  won  at  the  Newport  trials  I  think  I  suggested  a 
million  and  a  naif  to  two  million  dollars ;  if  the  Electric  boat  defeated 
the  Lake  boat,  then  I  would  suggest  25  per  cent  of  it.  Lake  had  for 
ten  or  fifteen  yeart  been  working  very  hard  and  was  boimd  to  make 
himself  felt  sooner  or  later,  and  I  thought  it  was  good  business  for 
Mr.  Rice  to  own  the  Lake  patents.  I  knew  that  the  Lake  patents, 
from  the  standpoint  of  laymen,  from  what  I  heard  about  them,  were 
considered  of  some  value  abroad.     After  the  Newport  trials — — 

Q.  Wait  a  minute;  with  reference  to  this  conversation,  where  did 
it  occur  between  you  and  Mr.  Rice? — A.  In  Mr.  Rice's  office. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  get  in  there? — ^A.  Oh,  I  had  known  Mr. 
Rice  a  great  many  years. 

Q.  Did  he  send  for  you  or  you  hunt  him  up? — ^A.  I  hunted  him  up. 

Q,  That  was  in  March?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Anybody  else  in  there  when  that  conversation  was  going  on  ? — 
A.  NoboJiy. 

Q.  Was  this  the  first  conversation  you  ever  had  with  him? — ^A. 
The  first  time  I  ever  talked  over  any  business  matters  with  Mr.  Rice. 
I  met  Mr.  Rice  first  nine  or  ten  years  ago  in  Europe. 

Q.  You  said  in  the  event  of  the  Lake  people  winning  out  at  New- 
port you  thought  a  million  and  a  half  to  two  million,  and  if  they  were 
beaten  you  would  drop  that  down ^A.  To  the  25  per  cent. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  those  ideas  about  values? — ^A.  Just  simply 
su^ested  from  my  own  standpoint,  that  is  all. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  the  capital  stock  of  the  Lake  people  was? — 
A.  No;  I  did  not  know  what  tne  capital  stock  of  the  Lake  people 
was  until  about  three  or  four  weeks  ago;  never  knew  that  they  were 
capitalized  even  until  about  three  or  four  weeks  ago. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Rice  say  anything  about  what  was  a  fair  valuation  of 
that  business? — A.  No;  Mr.  Rice  is  a  very  able  negotiator;  he  is 
always  receptive  without  being  suggestive.  You  must  draw  your 
own  conclusions  if  you  negotiate  with  him. 

Q.  You  have  to  sort  of  crowd  him? — A.  Yes,  sir;  you  must  crowd 
him. 

Q.  And  make  it  run  out? — A.  That  is  right.  We  did  not  get  very 
far  at  that  time  until  after  the  Newport  trials.  I  went  in  to  see  Mr. 
Rice.    "Well,''  he  said,  ^'we  won  out,  Browne;  we  beat  the  Lake 
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boat.''  I  said,  *'Yes;  it  looks  to  me  that  you  beat  them  very  badly; 
I  guess  they  haven't  even  got  a  nuisance  value."  That  was  a  year 
ago,  and  that  was  the  last  discussion  until  about  a  year  afterwards. 

Q.  What  is  a  nuisance  value?— A.  It  is  only  a  term  applied  by 
myself,  I  should  think.  If  you  own  the  Lake  patterns  they  never 
would  bob  up  again  to  compete  with  you;  you  could  have  them  out 
of  the  way;  take  what  you  thought  was  good  and  use  them  for  the 
improvement  of  his  own  boat,  or  at  least  ne  would  have  no  compe- 
tition from  them. 

Q.  A  nuisance  value,  then,  appUes  to  a  thing  that  is  merelv  fright 
for  the  timid?— A.  Well,  sometunes  you  are  able  to  trade  witn  it. 

Q.  Go  on. — ^A.  I  may  have  seen  Mr.  Rice  once  or  twice  since. 

Q.  That  second  conversation  after  the  Newport  trial — is  that  all 
you  got;  out  of  him? — ^A.  That  is  all  there  was  to  it. 

Q.  No  more  talk  than  that? — ^A.  No  further  talk  with  Mr.  Rice  at 
that  time. 

Q.  Didn't  he  say  that  it  was  a  good  deal  of  **gall"  for  you  to  come 
aroimd  and  talk  to  him  after  the  Lake  people  lost  at  tne  Newport 
trials? — ^A.  I  said  that  to  him  myself,  i  said,  **Mr.  Rice,  it  would 
be  a  lot  of  nerve  on  my  part  to  suggest  carrying  out  the  Une  of  talk 
we  have  had;  I  have  notning  more  U>  say." 

Q.  Didn't  you  propose  that  he  make  an  oflfer  to  buy  out  at  a 
cheaper  price? — A.  Not  less  than  $500,000, 

Q.  That  you  suggested  to  him? — A.  Just  25  per  cent  of  what  the 
original  price  was  to  have  been;  that  was  a  milhon  and  a  half  to  two 
miuion. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Rice  say  to  that? — ^A.  He  agreed  with  me. 

Q.  To  what  extent? — A.  To  the  extent  that  there  was  nothing 
doing. 

Q.  Would  not  even  buy? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  from  that  encouragement  over  against  Mr. 
FUnt?— A.  At  that  time? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  did  not  negotiate  with  Mr.  FUnt  beyond  that  time 
up  until  this  year,  not  in  the  submarines. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  approached  Mr.  Flint  prior  to  this  year? — A. 
Oh.  yes. 

Q.  About  that  same  thing? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Let  us  have  your  first  venture. — ^A.  Any  talk  I  had  with  Mr. 
Rice  in  the  early  stages  of  a  year  ago  one  or  two  talks  about  a  plan  I 
repeated  to  Mr.  FUnt.  Mr.  Flint  had  intended  to  speak  to  Mr.  Lake 
about  it,  and  Mr.  Lake  arrived  from  Russia,  went  out  and  rushed 
right  off  to  Newport;  he  did  not  stop  in  New  York,  so  that  Mr.  FUnt 
never  got  to  see  him,  and  to  my  knowledge  I  do  not  beUeve  that  Mr. 
FUnt  ever  repeated  that  to  Mr.  Lake  at  that  time  a  year  ago.  Mr. 
Lake  went  down  to  Newport  to  the  trials,  and  at  least  Mr.  Flint  told 
me  he  had  not  seen  him.  It  is  easy  to  fix  the  date  by  Mr.  Lake  him- 
self, probably  by  the  date  he  arrived  from  Russia,  and  he  rushed  to 
Newport  the  same  day  he  got  off  the  boat. 

Q.  Mr.  Browne,  what  did  Mr.  Flint  say  he  would  say  or  do  with  Mr. 
Lak<5  if  he  saw  him?— A.  He  merely  said  he  would  repeat  it  and  use 
his  best  influence — ^repeat  my  conversation  to  him  and  see  what  Lake 
would  do. 

O.  What  part  was  Mr.  Flint  to  take  in  this  negotiation? — ^A.  As 
broker,  the  same  as  myself,  I  should  think. 
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Q.  And  did  you  have  an  agreement  about  price? — A.  None  at  all. 
Q.  Why? — ^A.  We  had  not  got  far  enough  along  to  look  like  real 
business.  I  suppose  if  we  had  got  to  the  point  where  any  money 
would  have  been  paid  we  would  both  have  oeen  insisting  on  terms. 
Q.  As  the  matter  stood,  you  did  not  want  to  put  the  branch  in  the 
fire  before  you  had  it  corralled? — ^A.  No,  sir;  there  was  not  any 
money  interest,  and  I  did  not  ask  him  for  an  agreement  and  he  did 
not  ask  me. 

Q.  Did  you  find  Mr.  t'lint  willing? — A.  Always  found  Mr.  Flint 
willine  to  negotiate. 

Q.  E)id  he  say  whether  or  not  he  had  a  line  on  Lake? — ^A.  He  said 
Lake  was  a  very  hard  man  to  influence;  he  would  repeat  the  conver- 
sation. 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  put  in  any  persuasion? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Woxild  not  promise  to  make  it  go? — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not. 
There  was  very  little  evidence  of  making  it  go  on  anybody's  .part  a 
year  ago. 

Q.  What  prospect  did  you  have  of  making  it  go  with  Mr.  Rice? — 

A.  I  think  had  Mr.  Lake  won  olit  in  the  tnals,  I  beUeve  Mr.  Rice 

would  have  made  a  trade  of  some  kind;  that  is  my  own  supposition. 

Q.  If  Lake  had  won  out? — ^A.  If  Lake  had  won  out,  yes. 

Q.  Now,  then,  you  come  down  to  this  year  and  down  to  the  19th 

of  March,  I  think  you  said? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When,  from  what  you  saw  in  the  newspapers,  you  thought  it 
was  time  to  go  to  see  Rice  again? — ^A.  I  thought  it  was  time. 

Q.  What  made  you  think  so? — ^A.  I  thoumt  here  were  two  sub- 
marine companies;  if  they  got  to  Sighting  for  ousiness  and  each  were 
making  equally  a  good  boat,  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  when  they 
would  cut  out  the  margin  of  profit  that  was  in  it,  and  I  thought  they 
would  both  appreciate  a  negotiator  to  keep  that  from  getting  to  that 
standard. 
Q.  What  did  you  do?— A.  Went  to  Mr.  Rice. 
Q.  First? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  called  Mr.  Rice  up  on  the  'phone  the 
moment  I  got  to  my  ofl5ce  from  the  train,  about  11.30  in  the  morning. 
I  came  down  on  a  later  train  than  usual.  I  asked  if  Mr.  Rice  was  in; 
they  said,  '*Mr.  Brown,  come  right  up."  I  had  not  been  to  Mr. 
Rice's  office  I  don't  think  for  six  or  nine  months  before. 

Q.  What  happened  when  you  went  up? — ^A.  I  went  up;  I  have 
fo^otten  exactly  what  the  greeting  exactly  was. 

O.  Pass  that  over;  it  was  warm? — ^A.  Mr.  Rice  seemed  to  be  verv 
glad  to  see  me.  I  said, ' ' Whj  don't  you  buy  out  the  Lake  Company?" 
Well,"  he  said,  '*I  don't  thmk  anybody  can  deal  with  them.  I  don't 
know  whether  they  will  sell.  I  don't  think  they  will  sell."  I  said, 
"I  think  they  ¥rill."  He  said,  ''Are  you  authorized  to  deal.  Brown?" 
I  said,  '*Mr.  Rice,  if  you  shoidd  telephone  and  ask  them  they  would 
say  no,  but  I  think  we  can  deal,"  and  he  saicL  '*What  do  you  think 
they  would  do  business  for?"     Well,  you  see  I  was  up  agamst  it.     I 


and  two  million  common  ought  to  buy  them  out."  He  said,  '*We 
have  not  got  common  stock f'  he  said,  ''make  it  two  millions  pre- 
ferred." 
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Q.  That  is  admirable;  go  on. — ^A.  We  discussed  the  Lilley  inyesti- 

fation;  rather  I  commenced  the  discussion  of  it,  and  I  said,  ''Who  is 
ack  of  the  Lilley  investigation;  what  is  the  cause  of  it  all,  Mr.  Rice'?'' 
He  said,  ''Oh,  you  know  yourself."  I  said,  '*!  don't  know;  I  had 
not  thought  of  the  subject, *'  and  then  he  turned  to  me;  he  said. 
'*Now,  Browne,  if  we  make  a  trade  I  w^ant  to  make  you  a  proposition; 
if  we  make  a  trade  for  his  interests  that  this  business  at  Washington 
is  to  be  stopped.''  I  said,  ''Sure;  let  that  be  the  sine  qua  non:  I 
don't  care.'*  Then  I  went  straight  to  Mr.  Flint's  office;  1  was  at  Mr. 
Flint's  office  within  five  minutes. 

Q.  Go  right  on;  don't  let  that  stop  you. — A.  I  repeated  paost  of 
the  conversation,  I  think,  to  him,  and  he  laughed,  and  1  think  Mr. 
Berg  and  Mr.  Flint  and  myself  were  together.  So  I  said  to  Mr.  Flint , 
'X'an  you  reach  Mr.  Lake?"  '*Well,"  he  said,  ''I  will  try  it  to  get 
him  on  the  phone."     And  he  phoned  to  him  at  the  Engineers'  Club. 

Q.  Before  you  got  him  on  the  phone  what  did  he  say  to  Mr.  Flint  j — 
A.  1  said  it  looks  like  some  busmess  would  be  done  if  Lake  is  i^-illing 
to  go  in. 

Q.  Did  you  say  anything  more;  did  you  get  anything  more  defi- 
nite?— A.  There  was  never  much  talk  with  Mr.  Flint;  he  rushed 
right  for  the  telephone ;  he  was  ready  to  do  business  right  away.  ^ 

Q.  Go  on.  You  do  not  go  about  with  a  lawyer,  do  you? — ^A.  No, 
sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  have  got  your  memory  with  you  ? — A.  I  tiy  to  have  it  with 
me.  Mr.  Flint  and  Mr.  Berg  left  to  go  uptown  to  meet  Mr.  Lake,  and 
Mr.  Flint  said  he  would  telephone  me  lat«r  and  arrange  for  an  inter- 
view between  Mr.  Rice  and  myself  and  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Berg  and 
myself,  and  I  think  it  was  half  past  2  before  my  secretary  was  able 
to  locate  me.  He  found  me  somewhere  in  the  city,  and  he  said, 
"Mr.  Flint  wishes  to  speak  to  you."  Mr.  Flint  said  to  me,  "I  am  at 
the  Engineers'  Club,  Browne;  can  you  get  Mr.  Rice  and  bring  him  up 
here?"  I  said,  "I  will  go  and  see."  1  went  to  Mr.  Rice's  office.  I 
think  I  was  an  hour  finding  Mr.  Rice.  Mr.  Rice  was  out,  and  I  tried 
to  find  him  at  different  places.  Finally  I  found  him  about  half  past  3, 
and  Mr.  Rice  refused  to  go  to  Mr.  Flint's  house  to  meet  him.  I  sat 
at  Mr.  Rice's  desk  and  had  his  telephone  in  my  ear.  Mr.  Rice  sat  on 
the  armchair  while  I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Flint.  Mr.  Flint  was  at 
the  Engineers'  Club.  While  I  was  talking,  after  we  had  been  talking 
for  some  time,  Mr.  Rice  asked  me  if  I  had  objection  to  Mr.  Frost 
being  in  the  room.  I  said,  "Certainly  not."  First  Mr.  Flint  said, 
"Come  to  the  Engineers'  Club."  I  kept  the  phone  at  my  ear  and 
turned  to  Mr.  Rice,  and  Mr.  Rice  said, " No."  I  said, " He  w^on't  come 
there,  Mr.  Flint."  Mr.  Flint  says,  "Come  to  my  house."  I  turned 
to  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Rice  shook  His  head;  would  not  go  there,  and  so  I 
said,  "Mr.  Flint,  he  won't  come  to  your  house,"  and  then  I  turned  to 
Mr.  Rice;  I  said,  "Mr.  Rice,  why  won't  you  go  to  Mr.  Flint's  house? 
There  is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  in  tnis  business."  He  said,  "I 
don't  know;  maj^be  it  is  a  trap;  somebody  may  be  w^atching  me." 
I  said,  "Where  will  you  go?"  He  said,  "I  may  go  to  one  of  my  own 
clubs."  So  I  called  off  a  list  of  clubs,  and  Mr.  Rice,  he  said,  "Not  a 
member,  not  a  member,  not  a  member."  Finally  I  came  to  the  auto- 
mobile club,  and  he  said,  "Yes,  a  member."  I  said,  "Will  you  go 
there?"  He  said,  "Can  Frost  go  with  me?"  I  said,  "Certainly" 
I  said,  "Mr.  Flint,  I  will  go  to  the  Automobile  Club."     Mr.  Rice 
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jumped  up.  He  said,  "Wait  a  minute  until  I  see."  Frost  had  gone 
out  and  probably  Mr.  Rice  had  the  call  to  follow  him.  Mr.  Rice  fol- 
lowed outside  and  he  came  back  and  he  said,  "I  won't  go,  Browne; 
won't  go  anywhere.  They  can  come  to  the  St.  Regis  Hotel  if  they 
wish."  I  repeated  that  over  the  telephone,  and  Mr.  Flint  said, 
"Never  mind;"  something  of  that  kind,  tie  said,  "You  come  up  to 
m\'  house."  I  turned  to  Mr.  Rice.  I  said,  "If  you  won't  go,  will  I 
go  alone?"  He  said,  "Yes,  Bro-wne;  that  is  the  safest  thing  for  me 
and  for  everybody;  you  go  alone.  I  have  known  you  for  years  and 
vou  can  go  back  and  forth  and  there  will  be  no  thing*  said."  I  went  to 
Mr.  Flint's  house  and  was  there  a  coiiple  of  hours  that  night;  left 
about  7  o'clock,  got  dinner,  went  to  the  St.  Regis  Hotel,  saw  Mr.  Rice; 
got  there  about  9  o'clock  or  9.30,  something  of  that  kind.  In  the 
meanwhile — I  am  ahead  of  my  story.  Mr.  Flint  had  told  me  at  his 
house  there  was  nothing  doing  with  Mr.  Lake;  he  would  not  trade. 
His  ideas  were  so  big  you  could  not  touch  him,  and  he  said  it  was 
foolish  to  go  on  and  try  to  trade  vnth  Mr.  Lake.  Well,  I  said,  "I  will 
see  Mr.  Rice  anyway  this  evening."  I  went  up  to  Mr.  Rice  myself 
that  night  and  made  a  suggestion  of  a  new  plan,  and  that  is  for  organ- 
izing a  new  company,  in  which  I  should  find  the  capital  for  preferred 
stock,  and  the  Electric  Boat  Company  could  participate  by  paying 
cash  for  the  portion  of  the  preferred  stock,  and  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr. 
Flint  and  his  friends  should  participate  by  paying  some  amount  of 
cash,  and  I  think  there  was  to  be  $5,000,000  of  common  stock.  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  repeated  this  to  Mr.  Flint  at  all.  I  made  a  sUp  of 
paper,  which  I  handed  over  to  Mr.  Rice  with  these  figures  on:  "Com- 
mon stock  $5,000,000,  of  which  one  million  and  a  half  were  to  be  given 
to  Mr.  Lake  for  the  Lake  patents,  a  million  and  a  half  to  go  as  a  bonus 
^^ith  the  subscribers  to  the  preferred  stock,  and  two  million  to  be  left 
in  the  treasury."  Mr.  Rice  said,  "Where  do  we  come  in  by  that  sub- 
scription?" ile  said,  "We  can  not  do  it;  we  can  not  do  anything 
unless  we  can  control.  If  you  can  fix  that  up  so  that  we  get  control, 
bring  it  to  me  and  show  it  to  me."  He  left  me  and  went  to  dinner. 
That  was  Thursday  night. 

Q.  Nine  o'clock?— A.  Yes,  sir;  or  9.30.  Friday  I  had  breakfast 
with  Mr.  Flint  at  his  house,  or  Friday  morning,  with  him  and  Mr. 
Bei^,  and  after  some  talk  with  him  about  the  plan  in  general,  he  went 
up  to  try  and  see  if  he  could  get  on  further  with  Mr.  Lake,  that  he 
would  trade,  and  he  phoned  to  me,  ''Absolutely  nothing  doing  with 
I^ke."  At  2  or  3  o  clock  Mr.  Flint  went  to  rhiladelphia  and  the 
next  morning,  Saturday  morning,  I  think,  I  saw  Mr.  Rice  about 
noon  or  half  past  12.  One  more  suggestion;  he  would  not  trade 
unless  he  got  5  per  cent  royalty  from  the  new  company.  This  last 
suggestion  was  tne  result  of  the  new  company;  it  was  to  be  the  Lake 
Company,  and  Mr.  Lake  would  not  go  in  there  unless  in  addition  to 
his  stoc(  he  would  get  out  of  it — he  was  to  get  5  per  cent  royalty. 
I  repeated  that  to  Mr,  Rice  and  I  said,  '*Mr.  Rice,  tne  whole  thing  is 
goine  up  in  the  air.  Mr.  Lake  w^ants  too  much ;  he  wants  5  per  cent 
royalty  now  from  the  new  company  on  the  boats  he  will  build." 
And  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Rice  agreed  wath  me  and  I  have  not  seen  Mr. 
Rice  since.  I  did  not  know  anything  further  about  it  until  I  read 
Mr.  Rice's  testimony  on  the  stand. 

Q.  Have  you  read  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

8379^— FT 
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Q.  What  do  you  say  about  it? — A.  I  think  there  was  some  truth 
in  it  and  some  untruth. 

Q.  What  part  is  untrue? — A.  I  would -rather  you  commence  at 
the  beginning;  give  me  a  copy  and  I  will  follow  you  very  closelv. 

S.  This  seems  to  be  so  substantially  what  you  state ;  w^as  anything 
when  the  proposition  was  made  that  he  would  not  trade'or  nego- 
tiate unless  this  mvestigation  were  stopped  and  you  were  free  to 
assure  him  that  it  might  be  made ^A.  A  sine  qua  non  of  the  deal. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  who  should  stop  it  and  what  agency 
would  be  emploved? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  Senator  Bulkeley? — A.  Name  never 
mentioned. 

Q.  Never  mentioned  the  agent  you  would  employ? — A.  No,  sir; 
never  knew  Senator  Bulkeley;  in  fact,  I  did  not  know  he  was  Senator. 
I  thought  he  was  Governor  Bulkeley.  All  I  know  about  Congress- 
man Luley  was  that  this  was  known  as  the  Lilley  investigation,  and 
when  he  said,  **This  thing  must  stop,  Browne,  and  it  must  be  quick," 
I  said,  *^Well,  all  right,  Mr.  Rice,  make  that  the  sine  (jua  non  of  the 
deal,  that  is  all  right."  If  these  people  were  back  of  it — of  course  if 
they  would  buv  them  out — that  would  settle  it  in  my  mind. 

Q.  And  anybody  else,  I  think. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  nothing  was  said  about  Senator  Bulkeley? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  named  no  agency  to  accomplish  this? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  still  in  the  air? — A.  All  in  the  air;  yes,  sir;  every  bit 
of  it.  Where  he  got  that  impression  from  I  do  not  know.  The  last 
time  I  saw  him  I  said  to  him,  *  Mr.  Rice,  do  you  know  Senator  Butler?" 
I  think  Mr.  Flint  had  told  me  the  last  time  I  saw  him  that  he  thought 
Senator  Butler  was  very  friendly  to  Mr.  Lake,  and  so  I  had  seen  some- 
thing of  that  in  the  paper.  I  said  to  Mr.  Rice,  offhand,  '*Do  you 
know  if  your  people  are  trading  in  any  way  through  Senator  Butler 
with  Mr.  Lake?"  He  said,  ^^No,  I  do  not.'*  That  is  the  only  sug- 
gestion of  a  name  that  could  give  anything  like  Mr.  Bulkeley's. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  money  interest  in  the  Lake  boat  at  any 
time? — A.  Never. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  money  interest  in  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
at  any  time  i — A.  Never. 

Q.  Your  efforts  have  been  to  get  into  some  money  interests  in  one 
wav  or  the  other? — A.  I  simply  thought  it  was  a  good  chance. 

Q.  Whenever  you  thought  you  saw  a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  either, 
you  were  alert  enough  to  watch  that  opportunity? — ^A.  I  saw  this 
opportunity. 

b.  It  seemed  to  you,  too,  that  the\^  were  about  to  have  the  Newport 
trial;  you  saw^  an  opportunity? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Somebody  was  going  to  be  beaten? — ^A.  Bound  to  be. 

Q.  ^Vhoever  got  beaten  felt  bad? — ^A.  Sure. 

Q.  He  felt  bad  and  would  take  a  suggestion? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  anybody  else  would  ? — A.  Sure. 

Q.  That  disappointed  you? — A.  No;  I  tliink  I f orgot  it. 

Q.  I  can  see  tne  difference  between  a  man's  forgetting  and  his  dis- 
appointment.— A.  Yes. 

Q.  One  consumes  a  lot  of  nervous  energy  and  the  other  does  not. 
Then  you  passed  on  and  when  this  next  crisis  came  this  investiga- 
tion started? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  memory  came  back  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  went  right  straight  back? — A.  Straight  back  to  head- 
quarters. 

Q.  You  had  hold  of  one  end  and  Mr.  Flint  had  the  other  end  of  the 
string? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  started  to  pull  it? — A.  And  started  to  pull  it. 

Q,  You  pulled  both  ends,  and  he  could  not  pull  Lake  and  you  could 
not  pull  Rice  ?— A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  know  about  your  own  acts  or  Rice's  in  con- 
nection with  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  to  say  or  to  do,  directly  or  indirectly,  con- 
nected with  this  investigation? — ^A.  Nothing  at  all,  one  way  or  the 
other;  never  wrote  a  letter,  received  a  telegram  or  letter;  had  nothing 
more,  nothing  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Browne,  you  have  done  business  with  Mr.  Flint  before, 
haven't  you;  it  did  not  take  you  long  to  get  acquianted  this  time? — 
A.  Did  some  business  for  Mr.  FUnt  during  the  Spanish-American  war. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  done  business  wim  or  for  the  Electric  Boat 
Company? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  of  its  officers  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  Holland  Boat  Company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  ascertain  three  or  four  weeks  ago  what  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  Lake  Boat  Companjr  was  ? — ^A.  I  asKed  Mr.  Flint. 

Q.  You  left  Mr.  Rice  under  the  impression  that  you  represented 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  did  you  not? — A.  No;  1  think  I 
left  him  under  the  impression  tnat  I  was  familiar  enough  with  Mr.  Flint 
and  that  Mr.  Flint  was  familiar  with  Mr.  Lake,  so  that  it  wajs  a  good 
channel  to  do  business  if  there  was  any  opportunity  of  doing  it,  if 
he  desired  to  do  business. 

Q.  You  knew  that  Mr.  Flint  represented  the  Lake  Company 
abroad? — A.  Yes,  sir.  And  there  is  another  point  that  came  to  my 
mind,  Mr.  Berc,  who  had  associated  with  Mr.  Flint,  had  arrived 
also  and  I  thought  that  was  a  good  time  the  interests  were  in  Amer- 
ica and  if  we  could  get  anything  out  of  Mr.  Lake  that  was  the  time. 

Q.  And  if  you  could  get  anything  out  of  Mr.  Rice  that  was  a  good 
time  to  do  it? — A.  Well,  Mr.  Rice  was  always  in  a  receptive  frame 
of  mind  and  never  was  suggestive. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Thurston,  have  you  any  questions  you 
want  to  ask  ? 

Senator  Thurston.  Not  any. 

The  Chairman.  Does  any  Member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives want  to  ask  this  witness  any  questions? 

Mr.  Littleton  submits  the  following  questions.  There  is  no 
objection  to  the  questions  being  asked: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Did  you  call  at  Mr.  Rice's  office  on  the  21st  of  March,  and,  find- 
ing him  out,  leave  the  memorandum  for  him  which  is  now  shown 
you?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  the  21st  of  March  of  this  year?— A.  That  was  Satur- 
day; Thursday  was  the  19th,  Friday  the  20th. 

Q.  This  reads  as  follows:  '*Dear  Mr.  R.:  L.  is  still  standing  for 
royalty.  Will  see  you  Monday.  B.''  You  left  that  for  Mr.  Rice? — 
A.  Yes;  that  is  rignt. 
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?,  On  the  21st  of  March,  1908?— A.  Yes;  that  is  right, 
he  Chairman.  Was  there  any  other  memorandum  or  letters  that 
passed  to  or  from  you  that  related  to  this  thing  that  you  brought  with 
you? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  nothing  at  all. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  this  memorandum? — ^A.  The  last  talk  that 
I  had  had  with  Air.  Rice — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  that  Saturday 
morning  or  the  Friday  night  before — I  told  him  that  as  I  referred  in  my 
testimony  about  the  idea  of  organizing  a  new  company,  which  woul^ 
be  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  that  Mr.  LaKe  should  have 
a  certain  proportion  of  that  stock;  that  all  the  other  stock  with  the 
exception  of  the  stock  which  went  as  a  bonus,  and  the  preferred 
stock,  which  was  to  be  paid  for  in  cash,  should  be  in  the  treasury. 
It  was  not  a^eeable  to  Mr.  Rice,  and  in  the  meanwhile  I  TOt  a  messa^ 
from  Mr.  Fhnt,  or  when  I  saw  him,  that  Mr.  Lake  would  also  require 
5  per  cent  royalty  on  all  the  boats  that  that  new  company  would 
make.  That  I  had  either  repeated  to  Mr.  Rice  there  this  day  or  the 
day  before,  and  then  I  called  up  Mr.  Fhnt  on  the  'phone  and  he  said, 
*' 1  ou  can't  get  the  5  per  cent  royalty  out  of  Lake's  nead  from  the  new 
company." 

Q.  Whose? — A.  Mr.  Lake's.  So  I  went  into  Mr.  Rice's  office  and 
left  that  message. 

Q.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  L.  ? — A.  Lake. 

Q.  And  B.? — A.  Browne,  myself. 

Q.  Grant  Hugh  Browne?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(Questions  suomitted  to  the  committee  by  Senator  Thurston  to  be 
asked  the  witness.) 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted  will  not  only  submit  the  questions, 
but  conduct  the  inquiries  suggested  by  them  as  fuUy  as  possible. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  will  put  to  you  the  questions  in  the  form  submitted 
by  Senator  Thurston. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  intimation  from  anyone  that  Lake  insisted 
on  the  royalty?— A.  Only  from  Mr.  Fhnt. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Flint  tell  you  that  Mr.  Lake  insisted  on  the  royalty  J— 
A.  He  did.  You  must  understand  that  this  talk  refers  to  the  new 
company  to  be  organized  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company  at  all,  but  the  oetails 
of  the  negotiation  for  the  organization  of  this  company  which  would 
go  on  and  be  organized  between  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Ffint  themselves 
or  their  banking  friends;  I  represented  to  Mr.  Rice  the  details  of  that 
organization,  so  that  Mr.  Rice  any  time,  if  he  wanted  to,  could  make 
a  proposition  for  the  purchase  of  the  controUing  interest. 

Q.  The  next  question  is:  Did  Mr.  Fhnt  tell  you  that  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  Lake  any  plan  such  as  you  had  talked  about  with 
Mr.  Rice? — A.  No;  Mr.  Fhnt  would  come  back  to  me  and  say, 
*'That  will  never  do,  Browne;  Lake  won't  deal  at  aU  on  those 
terms;  he  won't  deal  at  any  such  terms,''  and  I  think  until  it  came 
to  the  organization  of  the  newLake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  I  think 
that  Mr.  Flint  must  have  discussed  that  thoroughly  with  Mr.  Rice, 
because  he  represented  it  to  me. 

Q.  To  Mr.  Rice? — A.  I  mean  Mr.  Lake,  because  he  represented 
that  to  me,  and  Mr.  Lake  was  standing  out  for  such  a  large  interest 
in  it  that  it  seemed  absolutely  impracticable,  as  it  turned  out  to  be. 
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Q.  Then  when  you  left  that  memorandum  for  Mr.  Rice  you  under- 
stood that  you  were  speaking  by  authority  of  Mr.  Lake,  reached 
through  Mr.  Flint? — A.  I  was  speaking  by  authority.  I  did  not 
know  whether  Mr.  Lake  knew  that  Mr.  Flint  would  pass  that  on  to 
me  and  let  me  run  to  Mr.  Rice  with  it  or  not.  But  Mr.  FUnt  did 
tell  me  that  Mr.  Lake  insisted  upon  5  per  cent  royalty  upon  all  the 
boats  that  the  new  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  should  build,  and 
that  I  did  repeat  to  Mr.  Rice,  and  both  Mr.  Rice  and  I  thought  it 
was  too  much  entirely  to  ask,  and  that  was  practically  the  stopping 
of  all  negotiations. 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  the  royalty,  you  mean  in  the  new  company 
to  be  formed? — ^A.  Yes.  sir;  that  new  com|)any  originated  probably  in 
my  mind^  perhaps  witn  Mr.  FUnt's  tentative  admission. 

Q.  ilr.  Lake,  as  you  imderstood  from  Mr.  FUnt,  was  agreeable  to 
iL  and  insisted  upon  5  per  cent  royalty? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood 
Ml.  Lake  was  agreeable  to  any  company  organized  in  which  he  could 
have  one-half  of  all  the  capital  and  5  per  cent  royalty. 

Q,  Who  was  to  have  the  other  half  of  the  capital? — A.  That  was 
to  be  sold  for  working  capital. 

Q.  What  was  Rice  to  get;  I  do  not  see  where  he  would  come  in? — 
A.  Had  we  gone  any  further,  our  next  step  would  have  been  to  have 
taken  an  option  for  a  year  from  Mr.  Lake  lor  his  50  per  cent  and  that 
option  I  would  trade  with  that  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  if  we  got 
that  far,  sell  that  to  whoever  would  buy  it. 

•Q.  Then,  if  I  understand,  the  new  company  was  to  be  formed  to 
take  hold  of  the  Lake  patents  and  business? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  that  Mr.  Simon  Lake  was  to  have  50  per  cent? — ^A.  Fifty 
per  cent  of  the  actual  issue  of  stock. 

Q.  And  the  other  50  per  cent  was  to  be  sold  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  hoped  to  sell  to  Mr.  Rice? — ^A.  No;  not  the  first 
50  per  cent.  The  first  50  per  cent,  we  hoped  to  sell  him  some  of  that, 
but  to  take  an  option  on  Mr,  Lake's  50  per  cent  and  to  deal  with 
Mr.  Rice  on  that. 

Q.  You  hoped  to  sell  him  the  50  per  cent  which  Mr.  Lake  was  to 
get? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  the  other  50  per  cent  you  would  sell  if  you  could  ? — 
A.  No;  whoever  wished  to  subscribe  for  the  actual  cash. 

Q.  The  ca^h  was  to  be  put  in? — ^A.  Yes;  I  don't  think  that  Mr. 
Rice  indicated  any  willingness  to  put  monev  into  the  new  company. 
I  think  that  certam  bankers  or  friends  of  Mr.  Flint's,  who  were  will- 
ing to  put  money  into  this  new  company,  they  were  willing  to  finance 
the  financial  end. 

Q.  At  what  price  was  this  50  per  cent  of  the  stock  offered  to  Mr. 
Rice? — ^A.  It  never  was  offered,  I  don't  think.  I  think  that  I  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Flint  to  offer  Mr.  Lake  $1,000,000,  $100,000  down  and 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  50  per  cent.  Mr.  Flint  laughed 
or  something  and  he  said,  '*Lake  would  never  do  it."  That  was 
never  repeated  to  Mr.  Rice  at  all. 

0.  Did  Mr.  Rice  ever  authorize  you  to  make  an  offer  of  a  million 
dollars? — A.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Rice  never  authorized  me  to  make  an  oflFer 
of  any  kind. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  have  any  other  questions,  Senator? 

Senator  Thurston.  Nothing  further. 
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The  Chairman.  I  think  that  is  about  all.  I  would  like  to  ask  one 
question.  It  has  little  bearing  on  this  case,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
all  the  members  of  the  legal  fraternity,  perhaps.  We  are  very  much 
interested  in  vour  description  of  the  methods  adopted  by  tne  pro- 
moter.— ^A.  Tnank  you. 

The  Chairman.  When  a  promoter  knew  that  two  parties  might  be 
brought  together,  goes  to  A,  as  you  did  in  this  case  to  >Ir.  Rice, 
because  you  knew  him,  and,  as  you  say,  allows  him  to  infer  that  he  has 
some  method  of  coming  in  contact  with  the  other  party,  so  that  you 
can  get  a  hearing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Does  not  that  explain  a  possible  divergence  in  the 
statement  afterwards  made  by  A  and  B  even  as  sworn  witnesses? — ^A. 
Yes;  it  does. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  A  is  allowed  to  think  that  you  represent 
B?— A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  And  jou  make  certain  statements  which  he  thinks 
you  make  on  the  authority  of  B  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  so. 

The  Chairman,  You  allow  him  to  think  so,  and  afterwards  in  con- 
versation the  thing  forms  itself  in  A's  mind  this  way,  that  B  sent 
such-and-such  a  proposition;  that  is  the  natural  inference,  isn't  it?— 
A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Afterwards,  when  B's  attention  is  called  to  it,  he 
says,  ^'I  never  made  such  a  proposition?'* — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Which  is  quite  a  natural  thing  for  him  to  think.— 
A.  And  usually  true,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  I  think,  then,  I  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  legal 
profession  for  having  discovered  a  very  fruitfid  source  of  what  apnears 
to  be  an  irreconcilable  discrepancy  of  witnesses — each  thinks  he  is 
telling  the  truth;  is  that  not  so? — ^A.  That  is  true. 

The  Chairman.  Senator  Thurston,  on  Saturday  afternoon  you 
identified  one  of  the  letters  you  dictated.  Here  is  another  that  was 
handed  in;  I  just  wanted  to  identify  that  as  to  whether  it  Was  dic- 
tated by  you. 

Senator  Thurston.  When  I  identified  this  letter  here  on  March 
19  I  did  not  exactly  recognize,  as  I  hastily  glanced  over  it,  my  usual 
lines  of  statement  altogether,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  I 
dictated  something  similar  to  this,  and  my  dictation  when  run  out 
was  perhaps  taken  up  by  Mr.  Lilley's  attorneys  from  Connecticut, 
and  very  possibly  it  was  changed  somewhat.  Yet  the  substance  of 
this  is  my  dictation. 

The  Chairman.  You  referred  to  letter  of  March  19,  which  you 
identified  on  Saturday? 

Senator  ThurstonI^  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  The  one  addressed  to  **Mr.  Chairman,*'  and 
signed  ^^George  L.  Lilley.''     Here  is  that  letter  marked  **J.'' 

(Tjetter  referred  to  is  as  follows :") 

House  of  Repbesentahyrs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  19, 1908. 
Mr.  Chairman  :  Your  committee  at  the  opening  of  this  inquiry  denied  me  the  pri\'i- 
lege  of  being  represented  by  counsel  except  in  an  advisory  capacity;  and  especially 
denied  me  the  privilege  of  having  witnesses  called  in  the  order  in  which  my  attorneys 
might  advise  would  be  best  calculated  to  bring  out  all  the  facts,  and  of  conducting  the 
examination  of  witnesses  through  an  attorney,  which  seems  to  be  the  only  manner,  as 
all  experience  shows,  to  bring  out  the  true  facts  from  witnesses  when  placed  upon  the 
stand. 
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I  dismissed  the  attorneys  I  called  in  to  conduct  for  me  the  investigation,  and  it  now 
seems  manifestly  unfair  to  me  that  counsel  or  the  parties  under  investigation  should  be 
permitted  to  argue  questions  arising  or  that  may  arise  during  the  investi^tion.  The 
committee  has  undertaken  the  responsibility  of  examining  witnesses  in  its  own  way, 
making  its  examination  thorough  or  otherwise  as  seems  its  pleasure.  I  may  hereafter 
in  the  pn)i)er  place  criticise  this  method  of  procedure,  and  claim  that  your  committee 
in  proceeding,  as  you  necessarily  must  without  professed  knowledge  of  the  facts  that 
might  be  developed  from  the  different  witnesses,  could  not  in  the  ver>'  nature  of  things 
reach  satisfactory  results. 

As  to  the  matter  of  this  committee  deciding  legal  questions,  such  as  the  compe- 
tency of  witnesses,  or  the  right  to  send  for  and  examine  books  of  accounts,  recowis, 
vouchers,  correspondence,  and  other  documentary  evidence,  I  make  no  question. 
The  lawyers  composing  this  committee  are  undoubtedly  qualified  to  determme  what 
the  law  IB  in  this  respect  without  the  aid  of  counsel  upon  either  side. 

All  I  care  to  now  state  is  this — that  the  best  evidence,  the  necessary  e\ndence,  the 
cMimplete  and  convincing  evidence  from  which  it  can  be  determined  how  far  the 
Electric  Boat  Company,  and  its  predecessor,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company, 
has  made  laiige  expnenditures  in  its  attempts  to  influence  legislation  must  necessarily 
W  in  the  possession  of  the  officials  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  any  real  investigation  can  go  on  without  the 
production  and  examination  of  such  records.  All  these  records  have  been  kept  and 
are  within  the  sole  knowledge  of  these  companies'  officials.  I  am  not  asking  that  any 
of  these  records  be  produced,  except  such  as  will  show  the  employment  of  an  unusual 
and  unnecessary  corps  of  assistants  in  securing  legislation,  and  such  as  show  the 
expenditures  of  lai^  and  excessive  sums  made  for  the  purpose  of  securing  legislation, 
and  which  are  unwarranted  upon  any  other  possible  theory  than  that  such  influences 
have  been  generally  made. 

If  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  officials  really  desire — as  they  have  publicly 
announced — a  real  investigation,  I  can  not  see,  and  do  not  think  this  committee  can 
see;  nor  do  I  believe  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  countr>'  will  see  why 
these  records  of  theirs  should  not  be  produced,  or  why  it  is  necessarj'  for  them  to 
present  arguments  here  of  distinguished  advocates  in  opposition  to  the  demand  for 
their  production. 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  L.  Lilley. 

lion.  H.  S.   BOUTELL, 

Chairman  Special  Committee. 

Senator  Thurston.  That  may  be  my  dictation  in  whole,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  my  dictation  was  not  as  full  as  that,  and  that  it 
was  revised. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  long  after  the  Connecticut  attorneys  were 
here;  this  is  March  19,  relating  to  matters  which  were  then  handed  in 
to  the  committee. 

Senator  Thurston.  But  I  think  that  dictation  was  made  while 
thev  were  here. 

The  Chairman.  We  want  to  be  sure  that  that  is  identified  in  the 
record.  This  he  handed  in  along  with  some  matter  which  we  showed 
Mr.  Neff  had  very  largely  prepared,  clippings  from  papers,  and  so  on. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  do  not  think  I  dictated  any  part  of  that,  or 
ever  saw  it. 

The  Chairman.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  things  that  were 
included  in  it. 

IIorsE  OP  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  (\,  March  19,  1908. 
Mr.  Chairman.  Yoiu*  committee  has,  I  confess  somewhat  to  my  purprif^e.  pennitted 
witnesses — both  those  who  could  by  reason  of  expert  knowledge  know  >ometIung  of  the 
fonrtruction,  qualities,  and  cost  of  our  present  submarines  and  also  tliose  who  could 
have  no  possiole  expert  or  other  knowledge  as  to  the  const niction.  performances, 
efficiency,  and  cost  of  these  submarines — to  give  ap  part  of  their  j»upp(>se<l  testimony 
glowing  accounts  of  the  remarkable  qualities  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  subma- 
rine?; and  havdng  thus  established  the  precedent,  and  in  order  that  the  question  of  the 
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coet  and  efficiency  of  these  boats  may  be  presented  on  both  sidee,  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing, consist  inp:  of. 

First.  Extracts  from  the  testimony  of  distinguished  naval  ofllcere  as  to  the  cost  of 
these  boats,  value  of  patents,  etc.,  all  of  which  testimony  is  of  record  in  House  docu- 
ments therein  referred  to. 

Second.  A  number  of  clippings  from  leading  journals  of  the  country  setting  forth 
in  more  or  le««  detail  the  failure  of  the  present  submarines  of  the  United  States  Na\'>* 
in  their  experimental  and  other  performances,  which  indicate  that  they  are  of  but 
little  practical  value  as  defene^ive  or  offensive  weapons  as  against  any  skillfully  directed 
attack  of  a  hostile  fleet.  It  would  appear  as  if  tne  continuing  failures  of  the  present 
type  of  submarines  in  actual  teats  of  efficiency  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  somewhat 
ornamental  and  oratorical  exploitation  of  them  by  the  expert  and  nonexpert  witnease? 
who  thus  appeared  before  your  committee. 

The  newspai^er  clippings  contained  in  the  attached  presentation  are  as  follows*: 
Army  and  Xavv  Retort er.  March  14,  1908:  New  York  Herald,  June  5, 1907;  Army  and 
Navy  Journal, 'Man^li  14.  1908:  Newprt  News  Press,  April  22,  1906;  Newport  New? 
Press,  May  4.  190<):  New  York  World:  Army  and  Navy  Joimial,  October  26.  1907: 
New  York  Herald.  Febmarv  22.  1908:  Chicago  Examiner,  November  15,  1906:  New 
York  Sun,  February  2.  7,  \h  and  20,  1908:  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  January  20.  1906: 
also  House  resolution  Xo.  2(>4. 
Respectfully. 

Geo.  L.  Lille  v. 

Hon.  H.  S.  BorTKLL. 

Chairman  Sptrial  Committee. 

Senator  Thurston.  No,  1  know  I  did  not  see  this  part. 

The  Chairman.  Those  are  what  ilr.  Neff  testified  to.  There  is  one 
here  that  has  the  hall-mark  in. 

Senator  Thurston.  Yes;  I  dictated  that. 
(The  letter  referred  to  is  as  follows:) 

House  op  Representatives, 
WaMngton.  D.  C,  March  16,  J90S, 
Hon.  H.  S.  BoiTELL. 

Chairman  S penal  Committee^  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  committee  having  ruled  that  it  will  not  permit  me  to  he 
represented  by  coun.s(4  in  the  examination  of  witnesses  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
testify  upon  the  pubj(»ct-matter  of  charges  against  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
agents  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor,  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  in  att<»mpting  to  uiululy  influence  the  Congressional  action,  1  am  com- 
pelled to  state  to  the  committee  that  not  being  an  attorney,  and  having  no  experience 
that  would  enable  me  to  frame  and  present,  as  the  exainination  proceeds,  suitable 
questions  to  be  ai*ked  ot  the  witn(*^58e8  upon  the  witness  stand,  therefore,  I  am  unable 
to  assist  your  committee  in  any  effectual  way  in  the  examination  of  witnesses;  and  can 
do  but  little  except  to  g:ive  yi'nir  committee,  as  I  have  and  will  from  time  to  time,  the 
names  and  addresses  oi  witnesses  from  whom  I  believe  can  be  obtained  all  necea8ar>' 
testimony  to  substantiate  the  spending  chai*ges  if  examined  in  a  thorough  and  vigor- 
ous way.* 

The  responsibility  of  such  an  examination,  after  the  action  and  ruling  of  your  a>m- 
mittee,  must  necessarily  from  this  time  on  be  with  and  upon  the  committee. 

I  will  from  time  to  time  in  a  general  wa^  inform  your  committee  in  writing,  as 
required  by  your  decision,  of  the  general  line  of  examination  of  the  witnesses  pro- 
duced upon  the  witness  stand. 

These  general  suggestions,  however,  will  in  my  opinion  be  of  little  value  to  the 
committee,  and  the  development  of  the  facts  must  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the 
character  of  inquiry-  prosecuted  by  the  members  of  the  committee,  in  whose  great 
learning  and  experience  as  attorneys  the^ House  and  the  country  undoubtedly  nave 
confidence. 

Respectfully,  Geo.  L.  Lillet. 

',    Senator  Thirstox.  I  don't  think  I  dictated  that  letter  or  ever 
saw  it,  dated  March  30,  to  the  chairman. 
(The  letter  referred  to  is  as  follows:) 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  30,  1908. 
Mr.  Chairman:  At  the  last  meeting  of  this  committee,  in  accordance  with  the 
assurances  gi^en  u.e  by  your  con.mittee  that  any  questiors  I  might  sulmit  in  writ- 
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ing  would  be  asked  of  the  witnesses  through  a  member  of  the  committee,  I  presented 
iniwritin^  a  list  of  questions,  twenty-five  in  number,  which  I  requested  to  have  asked 
of  any.witness  that  testified  that  the  Octopus  type  of  submarines  are  worth  more  than 
$745.45  per  ton.  A  few  of  these  questions,  preliminary  in  character,  were  covered 
by  the  examination  conducted  by  the  committee,  but  none  of  the  other  questions 
were  put  to  Admiral  Oapps,  who  testified  on  the  subject  of  the  cost  of  submarines. 

Presuming  that  this  failure  to  ask  my  questions  was  unintentional,  I  respectfully 
%eik  that  Admiral  Capps  be  recalled  and  that  my  questions  be  propounded  to  him  in 
rhe  language  and  in  tne  order  requested  by  me. 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  L.  Lillet. 
Hon.  H.  S.  BouTBLL, 

Chcdrman  Special  Committee,  House  of  Representatives , 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Senator  Thurston.  That  letter  of  March  28  and  addressed  to  the 
chairman  and  beginning:  ''It  is  a  matter  of  common  information 
that  in  every  successful  investigation  of  corporate  transactions." 

(The  letter  referred  to  reads  as  follows :) 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  28,  1908. 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  a  matter  of  common  information  that  in  every  successful 
invf:<tigation  of  corporate  transactions  where  money  has  been  expendtni  for  other  than 
Ipgitimate  corporate  purposes  that  the  only  successful  method  by  which  the  real  facts 
have  been  disclos(Hi  has  oeen  through  the  employment  of  skilled  accountants,  who  are 
alone  capable  and  Qualified  to  run  down  corporate  accounts  and  locate  expenditures 
'^1  monev  which  in  tne  very  nature  of  things  are  generally  covered  up  as  far  as  possible 
by  bookKeeping  methcxis  designed  and  intended  to  defeat  any  attempt  that  might  be 
nuuie  to  disclose  the  true  transactions. 

It  must  necessarily  be  almost  impossible  for  your  committee  proceeding  on  its  own 
initiative  in  the  examination  of  witness^^s  and  records  to  bring  to  light  the  character  of 
expenditures  that  have  l>een  made  by  the  Electric  Boat  (.'ompany  and  its  predecessor 
in  securing  legislation  and  appropriations,  especially  as  your  committee  nas  denietl 
me  the  privilege  of  being  represented  by  an  attorney  in  the  conduct  of  such  examina- 
tion. Ther«»fore,  in  order  that  the  exact  facts  may  be  established,  and  that  no  injustice 
may  be  done  to  the  officiaL*  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  to  others  concerned,  I 
MJ^ffit  the  propriety  of  the  employment  by  your  committee  of  one  or  more  skilled 
♦>xpert  accountants  to  examine  the  records,  accounts,  vouchei-s,  checks,  and  other 
*i(xniment8  that  may  be  brouglit  before  your  committee,  and  1  further  suggest  that 
such  experts,  if  appointed,  be  put  upon  oath  to  make  thorough  investigation  and  ac- 
curate^ report  as  a  Wsis  upon  whi(*h  afone  your  committee  will  be  able  to  fully  interro- 
Bit**  the  witness<»fl  (officials  of  the  company)  when  placed  upon  the  stand. 
Rospoctfully, 

Geo.  L.  Lillby. 

Senator  Thurston.  There  is  just  one  other  statement  that*^  I 
wanted  to  make.  In  looking  over  those  numbered  questions  that 
were  submitted  to  the  committee,  I  think  I  noticed  that  the  closing 
statement,  such  as  the  committee  has  suggested  were  my  hallmark, 
has  been  attached  to  these,  or  some  of  them,  but  I  repeat  again,  I 
knew  nothing  about  those  questions,  and  I  presume  that  whoever 
Wl  written  ray  other  letters  with  that  closing  quotation  added  that 
to  these  letters. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  11  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Tuesday 
morning,  April  21,  1908,  at  11  o'clock.) 
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House  of  Representatives, 

Tuesday,  April  £1, 1908, 

The  conunittee  met  at  1 1  o'clock,  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

I  will  call  Mr.  Osbom. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  May  I  make  a  statement  I 

The  Chairman.  This  is  the  New  York  expert  that  Senator  Thurs- 
ton asked  a  question  of,  and  we  would  like  to  have  him  complete  that, 
because  he  has  work  to  do  with  the  expert  at  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  and  he  is  g^oing  there  to  meet  him. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  asked  the  other  day  this  witness  might 
examine  the  specimens  of  tjrpewriting  which  I  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, just  for  my  own  satisfaction,  and  I  would  like  the  committee 
to  ask  it  he  has  examined  them  and  what  his  conclusion  is  as  to  the 
typewriter  that  it  was  written  on.  And  I  would  Mke  to  have  any  de- 
tailed statement  in  connection  with  it,  and  to  have  him  say  the  process 
by  which  he  reached  that  conclusion. 

TESTIMONY  OF  ALBERT  8.  08B0RN— Recalled. 

I  have  examined  it  and  in  my  opinion  the  specimen,  Exhibit  109,  was 
written  on  the  same  machine  as  that  upon  which  the  Exhibits  "C  1, 
2,  3,  and  4''  and  the  anonymous  letter  are  written  on,  although  there 
are  some  slight  characteristics  of  the  machine  in  the  way  of  alignment 
that  are  just  a  little  different  at  this  time.  That  is/ changes  that 
might  be  easily  corrected  in  the  case  of  a  few  weeks'  use  of  the  ma- 
chine, or,  of  course,  they  might  be  dehberately  changed.  What  I 
mean  is  that  upon  this  particular  machine  the  matter  of  alignment  is 
a  very  easy  one  to  change.  That  is,  if  a  letter  is  abnormally  out  of 
alignment  very  badly,  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  simply  with  the  fingers 
bend  the  bar  so  as  to  correct  that  somewhat.  The  particular  question 
was  in  regard  to  the  ''  n ''  and  '*v.'*  My  testimony  was  that  the  **  v, " 
which  printed  a  little  heavier  than  the  other  letters,  indicated  that  the 
face  of  the  letter  had  been  somewhat  broadened,  perhaps  by  a  conflict 
with  some  of  the  metal  parts  of  the  machine.  Also  that  the  *^n* 
printed  somewhat  heavily  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  letter.  Now 
that  is  true  in  both  statements  of  most  of  the  letters  upon  this  speci- 
men. The  one  in  statements — the  *^n''—  fifth  line  from  the  bottom, 
is  distinctly  heavier  on  the  left-hand  side  on  the  second  Une  from  the 
bottom.  The  comparison  between  the  letters  immediately  preceding 
and  following  the  two  "v's,"  shows  the  "v's''  a  Httle  heavier  face 
of  letter,  but  if  the  "n's''  are  struck  very  heavy  this  distinction 
between  the  right  and  left  hand  side  disappears,  because  both  sides 
become  heavy. 

The  Chairman.  Anything  else.  Senator? 

Senator  Thurston.'  No,  I  tliink,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  You  looked  at  the  sheet  that  Mr.  NefT  sent  in  as 
an  original  of  one  of  the  carbon  copies? 

A.    I  es;  two  of  the  sheets. 

The  Chairman.  From  the  Smith  Premier? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  find  it  was  so  written  and  corresponded 
with  the  others  ? 
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A.  That  is,  corresponded  with  the  other  machines  of  that  char- 
acter— that  is,  with  the  specimens  marked  ^*C  1,  2,  3,  and  4,"  and 
the  two  anonymous  letters. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  What  do  vou  mean  by  saying  it  corresponded  ? — ^A.  That  is,  it  is 
wTitten  upon  tne  same  machine. 

Q.  You  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  were  here  with  you,  Mr. 
Carvalho  and  Mr.  Kinsley,  examined  some  other  papers? — ^A.  Yes; 
we  examined  that  whole  group  of  papers  and  put  them  into  two 
classes,  those  that  in  our  opinion  were  written  upon  the  same  type- 
writer that  sheets  '^  1,  2,  3,  and  4"  were  written  upon  and  those  that 
were  not. 

Q.  Have  you  the  papers;  any  way  of  identifying  them  there? — A. 
Y^es. 

Q.  Have  you  written  a  report  upon  it? — ^A.  Yes;  we  made  a  com- 
bined report.  That  is  our  summary,  stating  that  the  sheets  that 
were  written  upon  the  same  machine  as  '*C  1,  2,  3,  and  4,''  which  are 
numbered  from  *'C  1''  to  ''C  8''  inclusive 

Q.  ';Cl"to*'C8,'Moesthatincludetheoriginal'^C?''— A.  Includes 
the  original  "1,  2,  3,  and  4,'^  and  the  other  sheets  are  not  numbered, 
but  are  put  by  themselves. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  other  sheets? — A.  Those  that  were 
not  written  upon  this  particular  machine.  % 

Q.  Now,  then,  let  us  see  that  we  understand.  You  have  a  printed 
repwrt.     You  might  just  insert  the  report  and  get  it  on  the  record. 

Select  Committee  Appointed  under  H.  Res.  288, 

Washington,  £>.  C,  April  20,  1908, 

Report  on  identification  on  typewriting  submitted  to  us  by  your  committee  and 
«ur)plemental  to  our  testimony  of  Saturday,  April  18,  1908: 

We  have  been  asked  to  put  into  one  class  all  typewritten  papers  included  in  type- 
written interro^tories  submitted  by  Hon.  George  L.  Lilley  to  this  committee  which 
are  in  our  opinion  written  on  the  same  typewriting  machine  as  exhibits  marked  CI, 
('2.  C3,  C4,  and  anonymous  communications  on  New  Willard  Hotel  letter  paper  and 
Postal  Telegraph  Company  blank  and  the  envelopes  accompanying  those  commu- 
nications. 

This  examination  we  have  made  and  have  put  the  typewritten  interrogatories  into 
two  classes,  designated  as  follows:  'Tl,  02,  C3,  C4,  Co,  C6,  C7,  C8,"  and  all  others 
not  written  upon  this  particular  machine  are  unnumbered  and  put  by  themselves. 

In  one  instance  we  find  a  series  of  interrogatories  which  bear  date  March  30,  1908, 
ihe  first  page  of  which  contains  16  interrogatories,  the  last  of  which  is:  "State 
whether  or  not  funds  are  given  to  any  officer  or  representative,"  etc.,  is  written  on 
the  L.  C.  Smith  machine,  upon  which  was  written  Exhibit  107,  a  machine  different 
irom  that  upon  which  Exhibits  CI,  C2,  C3,  C4  were  written,  while  the  remaining 
pages  of  these  interrogatories,  beginning  with  the  conclusion  of  the  last  Question  on 
the  preceding  page  "of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  for  discretionary  disbursement, 
and  if  90.  to  whom,"  the  17  additional  pages  numbered  from  2  to  19,  inclusive,  have 
been  written  upon  the  t>^ewriter  upon  which  was  written  Exhibits  CI,  C2,  C3,  C4. 
These  pt^es  we  number  Exhibit  Q(S. 

The  foDowing  numbered  sheets  were,  in  our  opinion,  all  written  upon  the  aame 
machine  upon  which  was  written  the  sheets  marked  Cl,  C2,  C3,  C4,  and  the  anony- 
mous communications,  and  we  have  marked  them  C5,  consisting  of  two  pages. 

The  paper  marked  C7,  consisting  of  one  mutilated  page,  and  attached,  when  received 
by  us,  to  a  mutilated  page  signed  George  L.  Lilley  m  lead  pencil,  containing  several 
typewritten  interrogatories,  was  written  on  a  machine  different  from  the  one  on  which 
fixhibit  C7  was  written,  this  page  marked  C7  having  been  written  on  the  same  machine 
that  wrote  Exhibits  Cl,  C2.  C3,  C4. 

The  paper  marked  C8,  one  page,  was  also  written  on  the  same  machine  that  wrote 
Cl,  02,  C3.  C4,  and  the  anonymous  communications. 
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The  undersized  in  arriving  at  conclusions  given  in  our  testimony  on  April  — , 
1908,  worked  independently  of  each  other;  but  in  making  up  this  report,  to  save 
time,  have  worked  together. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

David  N.  Carvai*ho- 

WlLLIAH  J.  KlN8L£T. 

Albert  S.  Osborx. 

Senator  Thubston.  I  don't  know  that  it  makes  any  particular 
diflFerence,  but  I  would  like  to  have  it  definitely  stown  here,  as  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  fact  from  this  testimony  that  the  only  com- 
munications that  appear  to  have  been  written  on  this  same  type- 
writer  were  those  containing  the  numbered  questions  as  to  wmch 
my  testimony  is  that  I  did  not  dictate  and  there  appears  to  have 
been  none  of  the  communications  that  I  dictated  written  upon  that 
typewriter. 

The  Chairman.  By  communications  you  mean  in  the  form  of 
letters? 

Senator  Thurston.  Yes. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  do  not  think  any  of  them  were  submitted  to  them 
at  all. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  May  I  make  a  statement  now? 

The  Chairman.  Certainly,  Mr.  Lilley;  and  I  only  allowed  him  to 
take  precedence  because  he  had  to  meet  the  expert. 

House  op  Representatives  U.  S., 

Wagkington,  D.  C,  AprUgJ,  1908. 
Mr.  Chairman:  Inasmuch  as  the  committee  indicated  yesterday  that  it  had  the 
power,  and  would  exercise  it  if  it  deemed  it  necessary,  to  compel  Mr.  Ghiuies  R.  Flint, 
a  party  not  within  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  to  produce  his  contracts  for  the  sale  of  the 
Lake  submarines  to  foreign  governments,  in  oraer  that  the  committee  might  ascertain 
from  that  evidence  whether  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  made  undue  profits  in 
the  sale  of  Holland  boats  to  the  United  States  Government,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
committee  gain  the  desired  information  by  the  more  direct  method  of  exercising  the 
same  power  to  compel  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  whose  conduct  is  under  investip- 
tion,  to  produce  its  construction  contracts  and  other  papers  and  evidence  showing 
the  cost  of  producing  the  Holland  boat,  in  order  that  the  committee  may  compare  the 
actual  cost  of  the  Holland  boat  with  the  prices  charged  the  United  States  Ghovemment; 
and  to  the  same  end  I  ask  to  add  to  my  request  for  subpcena  for  Admiral  Bowles  that 
the  summons  require  him  to  bring  with  him  all  agreements,  books,  memoranda,  and 
writings  of  any  description  relating  to  any  and  all  contracts  heretofore  made  between 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the  Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Company. 

Geo.  L.  Lillet. 

The  Chairman.  This  request  will  be  considered  by  the  committee 
in  connection  with  the  undecided  propositions  in  reference  to  the 
production  of  books  and  answering  of  questions,  which  will  be  held 
m  abeyance,  and  will  be  decided  later.  The  committee  expected 
this  morning  to  take  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Whitney,  w^ho  was  sub- 

Eoenaed  some  weeks  and  was  excused  from  constant  attendance 
ere,  because  he  said  he  would  respond  at  any  time  upon  a  telephone 
call.  The  committee  expected  to  have  him*  here  this  morning,  but 
upon  telephoning  his  office  it  was  reported  that  he  had  been  ill  at  his 
hotel,  and  upon  telephoning  his  hotel  it  was  stated  that  he  could  not 
respond  to  the  telephone,  so  that  the  taking  of  his  testimony  will 
have  to  be  deferred  until  some  other  time.  Therefore  for  those 
reasons^  and  owing  to  the  engagement  of  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee m  the  House 

Mr.  Littleton.  Before  you  make  final  adjournment,  may  I  ask 
you  to  have  this  made  part  of  the  record,  which  is  the  original  grant 
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of  the  patent  to  Charles  Preston  Nelson,  Serial  No.  243476,  dated 
Januaiy  3,  1907,  and  the  assignment  from  Charles  Preston  Nelson 
to  Elihu  B.  Frost,  dated  January  26,  1906,  recorded  m  the  Patent 
Office  January  31,  1905,  Liber  I  71,  page  93? 

The  Chairman.  The  Commissioner  of  Patents  wrote  a  letter 
which  Mr.  Lilley  submitted,  saying  that  no  patent  had  been  g;ranted. 
Is  this  the  same  name  as  tne  person  about  whom  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents  wrote,  Charles  Preston  Nelson? 

Mr.  LmxETON.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  appears  to  be  a  contradiction  of  the  infor- 
mation that  is  furnished  this  committee,  and  the  conmiittee  will 
take  these  documents  into  consideration.  The  grant  of  the  patent 
and  the  assignment  may  be  spread  on  the  record. 

[Serial  No.  243476.] 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
United  States  Patent  Office, 
Waahingtanf  D.  C,  January  S,  1907. 
(  harles  Preston  Nelson,  Assienor, 

Care  of  Pennie  ^  Goldsborough,  Washington^  D.  C. 
Sir:  Your  application  for  a  patent  for  an  improvement  in  nonfogging  optical  inatru- 
inenta,  filed  January  31,  1905,  has  been  examined  and  allowed. 

The  final  fee,  $20,  must  be  paid,  and  the  letters  patent  bear  date  as  of  a  day  not 
lat^r  than  six  months  from  the  time  of  this  present  notice  of  allowance. 

If  the  final  fee  is  not  paid  within  that  period  the  patent  will  be  withheld,  and  your 
only  relief  will  be  by  a  renewal  of  the  application,  with  additional  fees,  under  the 
pFO\'isions  of  section  4897,  Revised  Statutes.  The  Office  aims  to  deliver  patents 
upon  the  day  of  their  date,  and  on  which  their  term  begins  to  run;  but  to  do  this 
properly  applicants  will  be  expected  to  pay  their  final  fees  at  least  twenty  days  prior 
to  tne  conclusion  of  the  six  months  allowed  them  by  law.  The  printing,  photmith- 
ographing,  and  engrossing  of  the  several  patent  parts,  preparatory  to  final  signing  and 
s^dmg,  will  consume  the  intervening  time,  and  such  work  will  not  be  done  untilafter 
payment  of  the  neceseaiy  fees. 

When  you  send  the  final  fee  you  will  also  send,  distinctly  and  plainly  written,  the 
name  of  the  inventor  and  title  of  invention  as  above  given,  date  of  allowance 
which  is  the  date  of  this  circular),  date  of  filing,  and,  if  assigned,  the  names  of  the 
assignees. 

If  you  desire  to  have  the  patent  issue  to  assignees,  an  assignment  containing  a 
request  to  that  effect,  together  with  the  fee  for  recording  the  same,  must  be  filed  in 
this  Office  on  or  before  the  date  of  payment  of  final  fee. 

After  issue  of  the  patent  uncertified  copies  of  the  drawings  and  specifications  may 
He  purchased  at  the  price  of  5  cents  each.  The  money  should  accompany  the  order. 
Postage  stamps  will  not  be  receved. 

Respectfully,  F.  I.  Allen, 

Commissioner  of  Patents. 


A8SIONMBNT. 


^Vhe^ea8  I,  Charles  P.  Nelson,  of  Annapolis,  county  of  Anne  Arundel  and  State  of 
Karyland,  have  invented  certain  new  and  useiful  improvements  in  nonfogging  optical 
instruments,  for  which  I  am  about  to  make  application  for  letters  patent  of  the  United 
States,  whidi  application  has  been  duly  signed  and  sworn  to  by  me  on  the  day  of  the 
date  of  these  presents. 

And  whereas  Elihu  B.  Frost,  of  New  York,  borou^  of  Manhattan,  county  and 
State  of  New  York,  is  desirous  of  acquiring  my  entire  right,  title,  and  interest  m  and 
to  the  said  invention  and  the  letters  patent  therefor  when  granted: 

Now  this  indenture  witnesseth  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  |1  in 
lund  paid  to  me,  the  said  Charles  P.  Nelson,  by  the  said  Elihu  B.  Frost,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  I  have  aasicned  and  transferred,  and  hereby  do 
3BBi|n  and  transfer  to  the  said  Elihu  B.  Frost  all  my  ri^ht,  title,  and  interest  in  and 
to  me  said  invention  and  any  letters  patent  that  mav  oe  granted  therefor,  the  same 
to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  said  Elihu  B.  Frost,  for  his  own  use  and  behoof  and 
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for  the  use  and  behoof  of  his  hein  or  aaaigzis,  to  the  full  end  of  the  tenn  for  which 
said  letters  patent  may  be  granted,  as  fully  and  entirely  as  the  same  would  have  been 
held  and  enjoyed  by  me  if  this  assignment  and  sale  had  not  been  made,  and  I  do 
hereby  request  and  authorize  the  Conunissioner  of  Patents  to  issue  said  letten  patent, 
when  granted,  in  accordance  with  this  assignment. 

In  further  consideration  of  said  sum  of  |1,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  I  covenant  and  agret 
with  the  said  Elihu  B.  Frost  that  I  have  a  full  and  inencumbered  title  to  the  inven- 
tion, the  entire  interest  in  which  is  hereby  assigned,  which  title  I  warrant  unto  said 
Elihu  B.  Frost. 

I  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  this  26th  day 
of  January,  1905. 

Charles  Preston  Xelsox.    [seal]. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of — 
W.  M.  Marsh. 
P.  F.  Reardon. 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  County  of  Newport^  ss: 

On  this  26th  day  of  January,  1905,  before  me  personally  appeared  the  above-namni 
Charles  P.  Nelson,  to  me  known  and  known  to  me  to  be  the  individual  described  in 
and  who  executed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and  who  acknowledged  to  me  that  he 
executed  the  same. 

Frederick  H.  Payne, 
Notcary  Public,  Newport  C<niTUy. 

(Recorded  in  Patent  Office,  January  31,  1905,  Liber  I  71,  p.  93.) 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Mr.  Lilley,  may  I  ask  you  a  question? 

Mr.  Lilley.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  If  we  conclude  to  go  into  that  matter  of  cost  at  all, 
do  you  not  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  record  of  both  com- 
panies so  that  if  one  company  can  make  the  boats  cheaper  than  the 
other  we  would  know  it? 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  have  no  objection  to  getting  costs  from  not  only  the 
companies  but  all  shipyards.  I  thing  the  Newport  News  Ship  Build- 
ing Company,  Bath  Iron  Works,  and  various  others  could  give  you  a 
good  deal  of  information  on  costs.  I  certainly  have  no  objections  to 
the  committee  getting  it. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Getting  it  from  any  source  we  can? 

Mr.  Lilley,  Certainly;  and  I  want  to  aid  you  in  doing  so.  Have 
you  anything  further? 

Mr.  Olmsted.  No. 

Mr.  Littleton.  In  reference  to  this  question  of  costs,  I  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  when  Admiral  Capps  was  on  the  stand 
he  testified  that  there  was  in  his  poseSsion  a  confidential  detailed 
statement  of  the  cost  of  the  Octopus y  made  after  a  verification,  from 
the  officers  of  the  Electric  Boat  (jompany.  That  was  then  confiden- 
tial. Since  that  time  the  Electric  Boat  Company  have  released 
Admiral  Capps  and  the  Navy  Department  from  any  obligations  of 
confidence  in  reference  to  detailed  cost  imder  oath  of  the  exact  cost  of 
the  Octopus,  which  is  a  standard  boat,  and  I  advised  the  committee  if 
they  sent  for  that  verified  detailed  statement  of  itemized  cost,  which 
was  made  with  the  greatest  pains  and  care,  and  which  was  regarded 
as  confidential,  they  could  obtain  that  cost.  We  have  released  them 
from  any  confidence  concerning  it. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  has  that  in  mind  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  there  was  spread  upon  the  record  of  the  committee,  without 
any  verification,  at  Mr,  Lilley's  request,  in  Part  IV,  everything  that 
he  had  been  able  to  secure  relating  to  the  cost  of  production.  The 
committee  also  has  in  mind  the  testimony  of  Admiral  Capps  and  the 
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testimony  given  yesterdaj"  by  the  selling  broker  of  the  Lake  Com- 
pany. All  tliis,  of  course,  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
committee  in  determining  whether,  within  the  scope  of  our  authority, 
it  is  necessary  to  go  into  any  further  technical  evidence  as  to  the  cost 
of  these  boats.  Of  course  it  there  appears  to  be  anything  so  irrecon- 
cilable in  the  testimony  of  witnesses  for  the  two  companies  that 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  boats  were  being  sold  by  either  com- 
pany in  this  country  for  a  larger  price  proportionately  than  they  were 
abroad  and  that  the  United  States  Government,  as  testified  by  Mr. 
Lilley,  was  suflFering  enormous  loss  through  mere  financial  or  business 
incompetency,  then  this  committee  would  make  the  most  thorough 
examination  of  the  cost  of  construction  of  both  boats,  and  the  sales 
price,  commissions  and  division  of  profits  of  boats  sold  abroad,  by 
either  or  both  of  these  companies.  There  can  be  no  intelligent  con- 
clusion reached  bv  this  committee  as  to  whether  the  United  States 
was  being  defrauded  in  these  contracts  unless  we  knew  at  what  price 
other  purchasers  could  secure  the  boats  and  the  basis  of  the  division 
of  profits  and  commissions,  and  all  of  that  will  be  expert  evidence 
and  the  examination  of  that  evidence  would  then  be  necessary. 

The   committee  will  stand  in  recess,   then,   until  Thursday,   at 
10.30  a.  m. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning, 
April  23,  1908,  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.) 
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Select  Committee  under  H.  Re&,  288, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Thursday,  April  2S\  '1908, 

The  comniittee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

The  chairman  would  like  to  state  on  behalf  of  the  committee  that 
hereafter  any  suggestion  to  the  committee  as  to  witnesses  that  will  be 
summoned  or  matters  that  will  be  examined  will  kindly  be  handed  to 
the  clerk  of  the  committee  or  sent  to  the  committee  by  mail, 

Mr.  Lille Y.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  make  a  correction  in  the 
record.  I  would. call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  pages  1359 
and  1360  of  the  record.  It  appears  that  during  my  examination  on 
April  17  I  was  asked  whether  I  voted  in  the  Naval  Committee  in  favor 
of  a  substitute  motion  offered  by  Representative  Mudd,  which  pro- 
vided for  *'four  submarine  torpedo  boats  to  be  contracted  for  in  such 
competitive  tests  as  the  Secretary"  of  the  Nav;v'  may  direct,  $3,500,000, 
of  which  sum  $1,000,000  is  hereby  appropriated.''  I  expressed  at 
that  time  my  doubt  whether  the  form  of  amendment  as  recited  in  the 
(question  was  correct.  An  examination* of  the  clerk's  journal',  made 
since  the  hearing,  discloses  the  fact  that  it  was  not  correct  and  that  the 
word  ^'four"  appearing  in  the  amendment,  as  recited  in  the  question, 
should  have  been  "for." 

As  the  report  has  been  widely  circulated  that  I  voted  for  an  amend- 
ment providing  for  the  purchase  of  four  Lake  submarines  for  $3,500,- 
000,  wnereas  the  fact  is  that  I  voted  for  submarines  with  no  designated 
number  and  of  no  designated  type,  the  contracts  to  be  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Navv  Department.  I  assume  with  confidence  that  the  com- 
mittee will  be  willing  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  false  impression 
that  has  gone  abroad,  and  insert  this  correction  in  the  record. 

I  also  desire  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  committee  a  great 
many  inaccuracies  in  the  record;  I  will  not  stop  to  recite  them  all. 
But  in  the  printed  hearings  here  I  have  only  looked  through  a  por- 
tion of  my  own.  On  page  1322  it  savs:  *'He  may  have  come  to  me 
after  the  boat  was  done."  It  should  have  been,  ''He  may  have  come 
to  me  after  the  vote  was  taken."     Then  four  lines  farther  down,  ''  No 

Sreon  living  connected  with  my  submarine  boat  company"  should 
''connected  with  any  submarine  boat  company." 
Q.  On  what  page  is  that,  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  1322,  thirteenth  line. 
Then  on  page  1323:  ''I  sincerely  believe,  and  do  now,  that  there  is 
a  very  handsome  profit  in  submarines  at  $475  a  ton"  should  be 
''$745."     And  then  four  lines  below  that,  "I  believe  that  the  Gov- 
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emment  has  paid  $400,000  for  the  boats/'  and  that  should  be 
"$1,400,000/'  and  on  the  next  page,  here  at  the  bottom,  "It  per- 
mitted them  to  cut  theh*  course  accordingly,''  should  be,  "Cut  tneir 
cloth  accordingly."  Then  on  page  1326,  fourth  line,  '*I  do  not  recall 
having  given  out  anything  at  all  to  be  released  after  it  was  handed  in  to 
the  committee,"  it  should  be,  "until  after  it  was  handed  into  the 
committee."  Farther  down,  about  the  eighteenth  line,  ''I  then  gave 
him  my  impressions  of  the  navy-yards,  practically  embodied  what 
I  stated  the  other  day  in  the  House,"  should  be  "embodying,"  and 
on  page  1330  it  says,  "I  had  some  boiled  potatoes  and  rice  ana  beef." 
It  should- be  "roast  beef."  That  does  not  change  that  testimony, 
but  it  shows  that  these  are  very  inaccurate  in  a  great  number  of 
places. 

The  Chairman.  The  chairman  would  state  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee that  all  the  corrections  made  by  Representative  Lilley  will  be 
spread  in  full  upon  the  records,  and  the  chairman  would  like  to  sug- 
gest further,  Mr.  Lilley,  that  although  we  have  employed  the  best 
stenographers  we  coula  find,  that  sucn  inaccuracies  will  creep  in  be- 
tween the  stenographer,  the  printer,  and  the  proof  reader,  and  that  a 
most  ample  opportunity  will  be  given  to  you  before  anV  report  is 
made  by  the  committee  to  examine  your  entire  testimony  anci  make 
any  such  corrections  as  you  choose,  or  to  make  any  additions  to  what 
is  not  perfectly  clear,  and  if  it  reaches  any  other  witnesses  through 
this  statement  by  the  committee  I  would  like  to  have  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  that  statement  apply  to  all  witnesses;  that  if  they  will  examine 
their  testimony  and  suggest  any  inaccuracies  they  will  be  considered 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lilley.  Thank  you.     I  have  had  time  to  pick  out  only  a  few. 

Mr.  Olmstei>.  If  you  will  permit  me,  I  find  Representative  lilley's 
reference  to  the  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Mudd  in  the  Naval  Committee; 
it  seems  the  fault  was  not  the  error  of  the  stenographers  of  this  com- 
mittee, but  originated  with  the  stenographer  of  uie  Naval  Committee, 
who  appears  to  have  written  "four"  m-st  and  then  changed  it  to  "for." 
I  have  before  me  the  copy  which  was  certified  here  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Naval  Committee.  It  was  changed  to  "for,"  but  the  Printing  OflBce 
seems  to  have  fallen  into  the  error  again  in  writing  "four"  insteitd 
of  "for."     The  motion  appears  now  to  be  as  follows: 

Mr.  Mudd  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Louden- 
slager: 

For  submarine  torpedo  boats  to  be  contracted  for  after  such  competitive  tests  as 


the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  prescribe,  $3,500,000,  of  which  the  sum  of  $1,000,000 

is  hereby  appropriated." 

The  vote  on  the  substitute  by  Mr.  Mudd  was  recorded  as  follows: 

In  the  affirmative:  Messrs.  Fobs,  Mudd,  Lilley,  Ellis,  Padeett,  Hobson — 6. 

In  the  negative:   Messrs.  Loudenslager,  Butler,  Roberts,  Bates,  Tliomas,  DawsoD, 

GregK,  Talbott  Lamar — 9. 

Air.  Lilley.  That  is  correct,  but  I  notice  practically  the  main  point 
in  the  press  dispatches  tliat  went  broadcast  throughout  the  country 
was  that  I  voted  $3,500,000  for  four  Lake  boats. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  That  is  the  way  it  was  printed  in  our  record^  but  the  error 
occurred  in  the  Government  Printing  Office. — ^A.  It  appears  that  I 
did  not  vote  for  any  Lake  boats  at  afl,  neither  did  I  vote  for  **four'' 
boats. 


HEARINGS   OX    HOUSE    RESOLUTION    288.  1487 

Q.  You  voted  $3,500,000  for  submarine  boats? — A.  Submarine 
boats  left  open  to  competition. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  in  the  communications  which  you  have  handed  "to 
this  committee  on  March  19,  and  commencing  at  pa^e  350  of  the  rec- 
ord, you  refer  at  the  bottom  of  page  363 :  *'  The  foregoing  facts  and  con- 
ditions influenced  me  to  introduce  House  resolution  No.  264/'  and 
then  the  following  page  you  give  a  copy  of  that  resolution.  The  com- 
mittee has  asked  the  clerk  of  the  House  in  charge  of  the  original  docu- 
ment to  present  the  original  resolution  as  offered  by  you,  which  I  now 
show  you. — A.  I  do  not  know;  it  appears  to  be;  1  assume  that  it  is. 

(The  resolution  referred  to  reads  as  follows:) 

Whereaa,  first,  the  following  Btatements  have  been. published  in  the  public  press: 
*"  It  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  programme  of  the  House  committee  at  this  session 
proposes  to  jpay  at  least  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  per  ton  for 
the  submarines,  against  a  reasonable  price  named  by  Mr.  Bowles  of  seven  himdred 
and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  per  ton,  or  one  million  four  hundred  and 
seventy-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  sixty  cents  more  than 
the  present  builder  said  they  were  worth  when  he  testified  before  the  committee  in 
nineteen  hundred  and  two.".  Also:  **It  developed  to-day  that  on  the  seven  Holland 
submarines  commissioned  in  nineteen  hundred  and  three,  at  a  cost  of  one  million 
one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  nine  cents  has  been  expended  in  the 
het  four  years  in  maintenance  and  repairs.  Of  this  amount  three  vessels  alone  have  " 
taken  most  of  the  appropriation.  It  is  further  ascertained  that  the  Grampus  and 
Pike,  at  Mare  Island  \avy-Yard,  are  now  laid  up,  never  having  worked  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  Department,  while  Congress  has  just  been  asEed  to  appropriate  the 
following  sums  for  repairs  in  addition  to  materials  already  purchased:  Tne  Adder, 
twenty-mur  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  the  Grampus^  thirty-three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  the  Moccasin,  thirtv-four  thousand  nve  hundred  dollars;  the  Pifcc, 
thirty-three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Must  keep  contracts  st»cret. — An  inves- 
tigation of  the  contracts  under  which  the  submarines  are  purchased  by  the  Govern- 
ment shows  there  is  a  confidential  paragraph  in  each  contract  by  which  the  Grovem- 
ment  is  bound  not  to  reveal  any  data  concerning  plans,  specifications,  models,  weight, 
records,  speed  records,  or  any  other  information  without  specific  authority  from  the 
manufacturers.  In  contrast  to  this  secrecy  it  is  pointed  out  that  millions  of  dollars 
of  battle  ships  have  been  built  and  their  performances  and  other  data  are  duly  chroni- 
cled in  the  Annual  Register  of  the  Navy  Department."  Also:  *'The  trip  of  the 
mibmarine  flotilla  made  up  of  the  Cuttlefish,  Viper,  and  Tarantula,  and  accompanied 
bj-'the  ^nboat  Hist,  from  New  York  to  Annapolis  Naval  Academy  has  proved  some- 
what disappointing  to  naval  officials."  Also:  "The  Octopus  is  still  in  the  ship- 
building yard  having  her  engines,  which  were  practically  ruined  in  an  accident 
during  the  acceptance  tests  here  last  spring,  rebuilt;"  and 

AMien^as,  second,  secret  Government  contracting  is  against  public  policy  and  the 
specific  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  sections  five  hundred  and  twelve,  five 
hundred  and  fifteen,  thirty-seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  thirty-seven  himdred 
and  forty-five,  which  provide  that  papers  on  file  may  be  examined  by  any  person 
desiring  to  do  so,  and  that  copirs  thereof  shall  be  furnished  upon  certain  fees:  There- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  ^B,\y  is  hereby  directed  to  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  whether  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents 
per  ton  is  a  reasonable  price  for  Octopus  type  of  submarines;  what  price  per  ton  is 
being  paid  for  Octopus  type  of  submarines;  whether  the  sum  of  three  million  five  hun- 
dred tnousand  dollars  is  excessive  for  eight  Octopus  type  of  submarines;  what  repairs 
have  been  made  on  each  submarine — why,  when,  where,  and  with  what  results;  how 
many  days  each  submarine  has  been  in  active  commission;  how  many  days  each  sub- 
marine has  been  out  of  commission,  and  why;  what  accidents  each  submarine  has  had, 
the  nature  thereof  and  causes  thereof;  what' cimtracts  have  b(»en  made  for  submarines: 
what  prices  have  been  paid  per  ton  for  each  submarine  built  or  contracted  for;  what 
submarines  are  available  for  use;  what  submarines  are  not  available  for  use,  and  whv; 
and  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  verbatim  copies  of  (»verything  on  file 
in  the  Navy  Department  relating  to  submarine  Ix^ats,  with  the  exception  of  detailed 
plans  therwf;  but  not  excepting  reports  relating  to  the  performance  of  each  sub- 
marine. a<*cidents  thereto,  repairs  ther(H)n,  and  condition  therwf,  and  the  specifications 
thereof. 
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Q.  Mr.  lilley,  will  you  kindly  state  who  prepared  the  resolution 
which  you  offered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  February  27, 1908, 
which  16  now  known  as  House  resolution  264,  as  being  the  resolution, 
a  copj  of  which  was  contained  in  your  oommunication  -of  March  19 
to  tms  committee,  published  on  page  364  of  our  record? — ^A.  I  will 
have  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Webster.     I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  introduced  the  resolution? — ^A.  I  introduced  it. 

Q.  And  do  we  understand  that  you  do  not  know  who  prepared  it? — 
A.  I  do  not  recall;  I  do  not  know,  in  fact. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  resolution? — ^A.  I  won't  be  positive 
whether  Mr.  Webster  or  Mr.  NeflF  handed  that  to  me. 

Q.  Mr.  Webster  or  Mr.  Neff  ?— A.  Yes. 

•Q.  Do  you  know  about  when  they  handed  it  to  you? — ^A.  Only  by 
the  fact  that  you  say  it  is  dated  March  19. 

•Q.  It  appears  to  fiave  been  offered  in  the  House  February  27.— A. 
Yes;  I  remember  that  as  information  I  wanted  to  get  from  the  Nary 
Department,  and  Mr.  Foss  afterw^ards  advised  me  to  get  it  by  letter, 
and  I  wrote  the  Department  far  it,  and  they  said  that  that  informa- 
tion had  been  furnished  to  the  committee,  as  I  remember  it. 

*Q.  To  the  Naval  Committee? — A.  No;  to  this  committee,  as  I 
remember  it. 

Q.  February  27,  there  was  no  committee  such  as  this  at  that  time.— 
A.  Well,  that  "lay  in  the  Naval  Committee  some  days.  I  remember 
going  in  and  talking  to  Mr.  Foss  about  it,  and  be  asked  me  why  I  did 
not  get  the  information  direct  from  the  Department. 

Q.  At  that  time  this  investigating  committee  had  not  been  ap- 
pointed, the  resolution  had  not  been  adopted? — A.  No;  but  it  lay  tor 
a  week  or  two  after  that  before  anything  was  done  about  it. 

Q.  Then  your  recollection  is  that  tliis  resolution,  264,  was  prepared 
by  somebodv  else  and  handed  to  you,  either  by  Mr.  Neff  or  by  your 
secretary,  Mr.  Webster? — A.  That  is  my  recollection. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  st«p  aside,  then,  for  one  minute?  Mr. 
Webster,  will  you  take  the  stand  ? 

BENJAMIN  WESSTE3L— Eeoelled. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  already  been  sworn. 
By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Webster,  I  show  you  the  original  resolution,  No.  264,  offered 
by  Mr.  Lilley,  or  in  his  name,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
27th  of  FeHruar>^,  1908. — A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  pre- 
pared this  resolution.     In  fact,  I  am  quite  positive. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ever  having  seen  the  resolution  ? — ^A.  I  think 
I  have  seen  it  in  the  office,  if  I  remember  right ;  there  is  Mr.  Lilley s 
signature  on  it. 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  his  signature  on  the  back — the  name  IJUey ?— 
A.  Yes. 

.  Q.  Had  you  seen  it  before  that  time? — A.  I  have  no  recoUection 
of  having  seen  it. 

Q.  February  27?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  not  prepare  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  did  the  typewriter? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  did  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  You  might  finish  this  up  by  saying  where  you 
got  it. 

A.  I  think  Mr.  LiHey  handed  it  to  me. 

TESTIXONT  OP  ABN££  £.  KEiT— EecaUed. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  Mr.  NefF. 

A.  I  recollect  this;  this  is  my  work. 

By  Mr,  OLMffran): 

Q.  You  say,  then,  Mr.  Neff,  as  I  understand^-I  was  at  the  tele- 
phone— that  you  prepared  the  resolution? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it?— A.  I  took  it  to  Mr.  LiUey  and 
gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  gave  it  to  him  for  what  purpose  ? — A.  To  present,  if  he  saw 
fit.  He  was  looking  after  the  prices  at  that  time.  1  think  he  wanted 
to  know  from  me  how  much  those  things  cost,  and  I  told  him,  I  think, 
that  I  did  not  know,  but  he  ought  to  get  that  out  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, as  I  understood,  and  I  prepared  it  and  handed  it  to  him  for 
introduction. 

Q.  When  had  you  first  had  a  conversation  about  the  cost? — A.  I 
think  it  was  about  a  day  before  that  that  I  talked  to  liim.  That  was 
the  first  time  I  got  in  close  touch  with  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  That  was  February  26  ?— A.  Just  about  tfiat  time. 

Q.  What  conversation  did  you  have  at  that  time? — A.  It  was 
just  along  what  he  was  trying  to  prove  at  that  time;  practically  the 
first  conversation  that  we  had  gotten  into  was  shortly  before  I  handed 
hrm  this,  as  I  recollect. 

Q.  In  what  way  was  he  trying  to  prove  anything? — A.  Well,  he 
wanted  to  get  at  the  real  facts,  and  I  told  him  the  records  were  the 
best  thing  to  get  at,  as  real  facts,  and  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to 
request  it. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  trying  to  prove  something.  What  was  he 
trying  to  prove?— A.  Well,  I  guess  exorbitant  profits  in  the  sub- 
marine business. 

Q.  Where  was  he  trying  to  prove  that;  before  what  body? — A.  He 
had  not  said  that;  I  really  don  t  know. 

Q.  That  is  the  fn^t  conversation  you  had  upon  the  subject? — ^A. 
That  practically  was  my  first  real  conversation  toward  giving  him 
anv  assistance,  about  that  time  I  think ;  I  would  not  say  positively. 

Q.  Did  he  send  for  you  or  did  you  go  to  him?— A.  1  went  to  him; 
he  never  sent  for  me  at  all. 

Q.  Had  you  had  any  conversation  prior  to  that  time  on  this  sub- 
ject?— A.  1  am  positive  on  this  subject  I  did  not  have  any  prior  con- 
versation with  him. 

Q.  When  was  that  resolution  prepared? — A.  It  was  prepared  in  the 
office  about  a  couple  of  days  before  that — a  day  or  so  before  that. 

Q.  What  office  ? — A.  Prepared  on  mv  L.  C.  Smith  machine. 

Q.  In  what  office? — A.  In  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company's 
office. 

Q.  A  couple  of  days  before  that?  How  did  you  know  Mr.  Lilley 
was  seeking  that  information  if  you  did  not  have  a  conversation 
with  liim  until  after  this  was  prepared? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  just  prepared  it  without  previous  con- 
versation with  him? — A.  I  would  not  say  that,  Mr.  Olmsted,  because 


1490  HEABINGS  ON   HOUSE  BESOLUTTOK  288. 

I  do  not  recollect  whether  we  did  or  not.  It  was  about  that  time  I 
first  got  into  conversation  with  Mr.  Lilley,  and  told  him  that  he  ought 
to  have  an  attorney,  and  that  I  would  be  glad  to  give  him  such 
assistance  as  I  had  in  my  possession. 

Q.  He  did  not  need  an  attorney  to  introduce  this  resolution.— 
A.  Well,  not  on  this  resolution,  Mr.^  Olmsted. 

Q.  Who  assisted  you  in  preparing  the  form  of  the  resolution*— 
A.  I  don't  know  as  anybody  assisted  me  in  that.  I  had  a  lot  of  news- 
paper clippings  there,  and  it  was  from  those  clippings  this  compila- 
tion was  gotten  up. 

Q.  Who  first  suggested  to  you  the  introduction  or  preparation  of 
the  resolution? — A.  I  don't  know.  Mr.  Whitney  was  in  our  office 
at  that  time,  and  he  may  have  suggested  it. 

Q.  Didn't  he?— A.  I  do  not  recoUect. 

Q.  Did  he  not  suggest  it? — A.  Well,  I  know  he  referred  me  to 
several  newspaper  chppings,  and  said  that  that  would  be  a  basis  of 
getting  out  some  real  facts,  and  I  think  I  had  those  newspaper  clip- 
pings, and  from  those  compiled  this  data. 

Q.  That  was  Mr.  Whitney's  suggestion,  then,  that  you  should  do 
so? — A.  I  think  it  was;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not? — ^A.  I  tnink  it  was;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Aren't  you  sure  it  was? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  can  say  posi- 
tively, I  would  say  more  than  likely  he  did. 

Q.  Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  did,  did  he  not? — ^A.  Well,  if  you 
wish  it  that  way,  yes. 

Q.  Now,  then,  he  assisted  you  in  preparing  it,  did  he  not  ? — A.  Well, 
I  don't  know;  he  may  have  made  some  suggestions,  but  I  think  the 
bigger  part  of  it  that  I  prepared  he  may  have  given  me. 

Q.  Did  he  not  dictate  it  to  you? — A.  No;  he  did  not  dictate  it  to 
me.     I  never  took  any  dictation  from  Mr.  Whitney. 

Q.  Then  you  did  tne  typewriting? — A.  I  think  the  greater  part 
of  the  compilation,  as  I  recollect. 

Q.  The  resolution  begins^  *^  Whereas  the  following  statements  have 
been  published  in  the  public  press,"  and  so  forth. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  what  public  press  had  they  been  published  in? — ^A.  I  think 
that  was  in  the  New  York  Herald,  as  I  recollect  it. 

Q.  W^hat  date  i — A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  date. 

Q.  Who  showed  you  the  New  York  Herald  that  had  it  in? — ^A,  1 
got  the  paper,  I  generally  take  the  New  York  Herald  and  World, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Whitney  pointed  it  out  to  me,  as  I  recollect,  I  would 
not  say  for  sure,  but  I  know  the  matter  was  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion tnrough  Mr.  Whitney. 

Q.  He  pointed  out  to  you  that  article  in  the  New  York  Herald 

which  had  that  quotation  which  reads  as  follows ^A.  I  read  it, 

I  think,  before  he  pointed  it  out  to  me;  I  don't  think  he  brought  it 
to  me. 

Q.  He  called  your  attention  to  that  as  the  matter  to  work  in  the 
resolution? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  Mr.  Whitney  apparently  was  familiar  wath  the  New  York 
Herald  article  ? — A.  I  ^o  not  think  there  is  any  question  that  he  saw 
the  article  and  brought  it  to  my  attention. 

Q.  Tliat  is  the  first  quotation  which  reads  as  follows: 

"It  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  programme  of  the  House  com- 
mittee at  this  session  proposes  to  pay  at  least  $1,286  per  ton  for  the 
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submarines,  against  a  reasonable  price  nanietl  by  Mr.  Bowles  of 
$745.45  per  ton'' 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  *'Or  $1,476,296.60  more  than  the  present  builder  said  they 
were  worth  when  he  testified  before  the  committee  in  1902,''  that 
is  the  end  of  the  quotation  from  the  pubUc  press,  first  quotation  in 
resolution  264.  Now,  then,  it  proceeds,  ''  also,"  then  it  quotes  again, 
the  resolution:  « 

It  developed  to-day  on  the  7  Holland  submarines  commissioned  in  1903,  at  a  cost  of 
11,190,000,  the  sum  of  $439,119.09  haa  been  expended  in  the  laet  four  years  in  main- 
tenance and  repairs.  Of  this  amount,  three  vessels  alone  have  taken  most  of  the 
appropriation.  It  is  further  ascertained  that  the  Grampus  and  PtJbe,  at  Mare  Island 
Na\'>'-Yard,  are  now  laid  up,  never  having  worked  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Department,  while  Congress  has  just  been  asked  to  appropriate  the  following  sum  for 
repairs  in  addition  to  materials  already  purchased:  Tne  Adder,  $24,500;  the  Grampus, 
$33,500;  the  Mocctuin,  $34,500;  the  Pike,  $33,500.  Must  keep  contracts  secret. 
An  investi^tion  of  the  contracts  by  which  submarines  are  purchased  shows  there  is 
a  confidential  paragraph  in  every  contract  by  which  the  Government  is  bound  not  to 
reveal  any  data  .concerning  plans,  specifications,  models,  weight  records,  speed 
records,  or  any  other  information  without  specific  authority  from  the  manufacturers. 
In  contrast  to  this  secrecy,  it  is  pointed  out  that  millions  of  dollars  of  battleships  have 
been  buUt,  and  their  periormances  and  other  data  are  duly  chronicled  in  the  Annual 
Register  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Xow,  that  is  the  second  quotation  in  House  resolution  264,  pur- 
porting to-  have  been  taken  from  the  public  press.  Will  you  state 
rrom  what  paper  that  quotation  was  taken? — A.  I  don^t  know 
whether  it  was  the  World,  I  do  not  recollect  just  now;  it  was  taken 
from  one  of  the  papers,  either  the  World  or  the  Journal. 

Q.  From  what  a  ate? — A.  Previous  to  this  time. 

Q.  How  long  previous  i — A.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  quotation  begins,  ''It 
developed  to-day.*'  Is  that  the  day  on  which  the  resolution  was 
prepared  < — ^A.  No;  just  wait  until  I  get  back  there. 

Q.  Also,  **It  developed  to-day. *' — A.  That  was  from  the  quotation 
of  the  date  of  the  article ;  that  was  in  the  date  of  the  article — date  of  the 
newspaper  article. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  that  date  was? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  what  newspaper? — A.  I  could  not  recall  just  now. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  it  was  in  any  newspaper? — ^A.  I  am  positive  it 
was  in  the  newspaper,  because  all  of  this  stuff  in  quotations  I  copied 
verbatim  from  tne  newspapers. 

Q.  From  the  newspapers  to  which  Mr.  Whitney  called  your  at- 
tention?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

3.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  provision  of  sections  512,  515,  3744, 
3745  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
because  I  read  them  over  very  thoroughly. 

Q.  When? — A.  About  the  time  I  prepared  this. 

Q.  Who  brought  them  to  your  attention? — A.  I  went  over  to  the 
returns  office  to  look  up  these  contracts  and  get  some  data,  and  then 
the  man  gave  me  copies  of  that,  and  then  I  went  over  them  with 
Mr.  Whitney  and  tallced  them  over;  that  is,  to  find  out  whether  this 
stuff  was  true. 

Q.  To  what  office? — A.  Returns  office  of  the  Interior  Department. 

Q.  Did  the  Interior  Department  have  to  do  with  this  matter? — A. 
They  have  all  those  contracts:  all  contracts  must  be  filed  with  the 
Interior  Department. 
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Q.  All  contracts  of  the  Navy  Department  ? — A.  Navy  Department, 
War  Department,  and,  I  think,  the  Interior  Department  are  filed 
with  the  returns  office. 

Q.  Of  the  Interior  Department"? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  now  about  contracts  as  much  as  I  am  about 
the  provisions  of  the  Kevised  Statutes. — A.  That  has  to  do  ^th  the 
filing'of  these  oowtracts. 

IJ.  Who  brought  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  tiie  Revised 
Statutes? — A.  J  think  Mr.  Whitney  called  my  attention  to  it  at  that 
time. 

iQ.  NoH'  we  come  to  the  resolution  itself:  It  seems  lo  call  for  infor- 
mation only  why  $745.45  per  ton  is  a  reasonalrle  price  for  the  Octajms 
type  of  submarines.  Why  did  vou  not  put  in  something  about  the 
otner  type  of  submarines? — ^A.  (Because  thev  have  never  fbeen  sold 
to  the  (3ovemment  yet.  We  had  never  sold  any  of  our  ^boats  to  the 
Government. 

Q.  You  had  made  one  contract? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  just  as  important  to  the  Government  to  .know  what  was 
a  reasonable  cost  to  make  one  type  of  submarine  as  the  crther? — A. 
We  had  quite  a  controversy  as  to  prices  before  we  came  in. 

Q.  You  were  only  proposing  to  investigate  one  company  ? — A.  The 
resolution  did  not  call  for  the  investigation  of  any  other.^ 

Q.  And  you  prepared  the  resolution? — A.  What  resolution? 

Q.  House  resolution  264. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yourself? — A.  I  think  so:  yes. 

O.  You  carefully  refrained  from  putting  anything  in  as  to  the  cost 
of  the  Lake  boat?— A.  I  did  not  thmk  the  Department  had  anything 
as  to  the  cost  of  the  Lake  boat,  except  our  last  contract,  and  they  had 
never  built  a  boat  to  demonstrate  whether  or  not  it  was  a  reasonable 
cost  taken  in  conjunction  with  its  capabilities  and  performances. 

Q,  You  did  not  ask  Mr.  Lilley  to  introduce  a  resolution  as  to  the 
cost  of  the  Lake  boat? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  Was  it  Mr.  Whitney  fffst  suggested  to  you  the  preparation 
of  such  a  resolution  to  be  introduced  by  Kepresentative  Lilley  I— A.  I 
think  it  was  just  about  the  time  that  T  prepared  this.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect the  exact  date. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  prepare  it  and  look  up  the  data,  and 
so  forth? — A.  I  suppose  it  took  three  or  four  hours  to  look  up  the 
data. 

Q.  To  go  up  to  the  returns  office  and  look  up  the  contract? — A. 
Yes;  I  was  over  there  and  looked  up  the  contract. 

Q.  So  it  was  all  done  the  same  day? — A.  I  think  I  did  that  on  one 
day — I  think  I  had  gotten  it  out,  but  I  went  over  to  the  returns 
office  to  verify  it. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  this  resolution  had  been  under  preparation 
for  some  time  before  that? — A.  No;  it  had  not.  I  am  pretty  sure 
of  that. 

Q.  Wasn't  it,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  prepared  before  the  resolution 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Lilley  calling  for  an  investigation? — A.  Oh, 
my,  no. 

Q.  Wasn't  this  prepared  before  the  23d  of  February? — A.  No,  sir: 
because  I  never  talked  about  anything — I  was  in  consultation  with 
Senator  Thurston  on  another  and  a  different  matter  and  paid  no 
attention  to  anything  like  that. 
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Q.  Had  you  consultation  with  reference  to  this  resolution  264? — 
A.   I  don't  oeliere  they  showed  that  to  me  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  Tou  have  a  consultation  with  him  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Or  about  the  subject? — A.  No,  sir. 

O.  About  the  subject  of  such'a  resolution  being  introduced  at  all  ? — 
A.   No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  That  was  j-ust  Mr.  Whitney's  idea  ? — A.  That  was  About  the 
onlv  idea  I  accepted  it  from. 

Q.  When  did  j'ou  first  have  a  conversation  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  on 
tViat  subject? — A.  I  never  talked  with  J.  C.  Lake  on  this  subject 
at  all. 

Q.  Or  Mr.  Simon  Lake? — A.  I  kmow  Mr.  Simon  Lc&e  did  not  like 
the  matter  verv  mudi,  because  it  was  hitting  prices.  We  had  a  little 
difference  on  that. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  had  that  difference? — A.  It  was  some  time 
after  he  was  called  on  the  stand  here — about  the  time  that  he  was 
called  down  to  Washington;  I  think  at  that  time. 

Q.  He  was  not  on  the  stand  with  reference  to  this  resolution? — 
A.  Oh,  no;  but  it  was  some  time,  because 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  resolution. — ^A.  He  never  saw  this  reso- 
lution. 

Q.  When  did  you  tell  him  that  such  a  resolution  would  be  intro- 
duced?— A.  I  don't  know  as  I  did  tell  him  that  it  would  be  intro- 
duced.    I  think  that  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  it,  though. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  prepared  about  the  same  time  that  the  other  resolu- 
tion was  introduced  for  an  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany ? — A.  No;  I  think  it  was  prepared  several  daj'^s  after. 

Q.  How  many  days  after  woula  you  say? — ^A.  My  recollection  is, 
I  should  say,  three  or  four  or.  five  days  afterwards. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  to  look  at  the  resolution  and  tell  me  what  that 
first  date,  February  22,  is  there,  and  you  won't  need  a  magnifying 
glass  to  discern  that  fact. — A.  I  guess  that  was  when  it  was  prepared. 

Q.  Then  it  was  not  prepared  on  the  26th  i — A.  I  guess  that  was 
the  day  it  was  introduced,  or  the  27th. 

Q.  That  ''22"  was  evidently  written  by  you  upon  your  type- 
writer, and  that  '*27,"  wasn't  that  written  on  a  different  typewriter? — 
A.  Yes;  it  is  different  colored  ink. 

Q.  A  different  colored  ink? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  different  typewriter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  put  that  in,  if  you  know? — ^A.  I  don't  know.  Did  you 
put  that  in,  Webster?     I  don't  know. 

Q.  Well,  on  that  point,  you  do  not  know? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  that  was  prepared  on  or  before  the  22d  of  February? — ^A. 
I  know  that  the  matter  was  suggested  to  me ;  it  was  not  original  with 
me,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  prepare 

Q.  That  occurring  on  or  before  the  22d,  it  must  have  been  before, 
because  it  would  taEe  one  day  to  go  to  the  Department  and  another 
day  to  write  it,  and  you  began  it  about  the  2()th. — A.  I  didn't  begin 
it  about  the  20th.  I  didn't  begin  it  until,  I  think  it  was,  the  day 
before  the  date  of  it.  It  must  have  been  the  21st  or  the  22d.  I  know 
it  was  about  that  time  I  went  over  to  the  returns  ofiice;  I  had  summed 
up  the  whole  thing,  and  went  to  the  returns  ofiice  to  verify  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  hand  it  to  Mr.  LiUey? — A.  I  think  I  did  not 
hand  it  to  him  until  about  the  27th;  I  think  it  was  the  27th. 
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Q.  Didn't  you  hand  it  to  him  on  the  22d? — ^A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  do  jou  know  that  you  did  not? — ^A.  Well,  I  was  in  doubt 
about  presenting  it;  I  didn't  know  whether — I  didn't  want  to  hit 
prices;  1  was  a  little  doubtful  as 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  doubt  about  introducing  it  when  you  did 
present  it  to  him? — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it? — A.  I  don't  recollect  what  he  did 
say. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  see  the  figures  which  appear  in  the  resolu- 
tion ? — ^A.  The  very  first  time  I  saw  anything  of  the  figures  or  knew 
anything  about  them  were  in  the  newspaper  articles. 

Q.  Take,  for  instance,  these  figures,  $1,476,296.60.— A.  This  is 
copied;  I  never  saw  them;  they  are  not  my  figures;  I  never  saw 
them  until  I  saw  them  in  the  newspaper  article. 

Q.  If  those  figures  were  given  to  a  daily  newspaper  in  a  memo- 
randum written  on  one  or  the  other  of  your  two  typewriting  machines, 
most  of  them  on  the  Smith  Premier,  did  you  write  them,  or  did 
Mr.  Whitney? — A.  I  did  not  write  them.  I  do  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Whitney  wrote  them  or  not.  I  know  that  I  did  not  write  them 
or  know  anything  about  them. 

Q.  Did  he  use  your  machines? — ^A.  I  gave  Mr.  Whitney  the 
courtesy  of  our  office.  I  never  considered  him  a  part  of  our  oflBce, 
but  he  formerly  occupied  the  same  position  that  1  occupy,  and  he 
was  connected  with  some  of  Mr.  Lake's  companies,  and  I  extended 
the  courtesy  of  our  office,  and  I  paid  no  attention  to  him,  and  did  not 
consider  him  a  part  of  our  office.  He  came  in  and  if  he  wanted  to 
use  a  machine  he  used  it,  and  that  was  all  there  was  to  it. 

Q.  He  did  use  it,  then? — A.  He  did  use  it,  yes. 

Q.  He  did  use  them,  then? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Either  one  or  both,  as  he  chose?— A.  Yes.  I  told  him  to  use 
what  he  found  there.     I  extended  him  the  courtesy  of  the  office. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  preparing  or  writing  any  articles  or  infor- 
mation for  any  newspapers? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Whitney  never  talked 
with  me  as  to  his  business.  He  also  seemed  very  glad  to  find  out 
what  he  could  from  me  as  to  submarine  matters,  but  he  never 
ventured  any  information  to  me.  Once  in  a  while  he  made  a  sug- 
gestion like  this. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  suggest  should  introduce  this  resolution? — A.  I 
don't  recollect. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  take  it  to  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Well,  I  did 
not  intend  to  take  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  at  first. 

Q.  Who  did  vou  intend  to  take  it  to  ? — A.  I  had  not  made  up  my 
mind.  I  thought  I  would  try  to  get  some  friend  of  mine  to  introduce 
it.  Then  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do,  and 
then  I  hesitated. 

Q.  Then  you  consulted  with  Whitney  and  took  his  advice? — A.  I 
don't  know  whether  I  took  his  advice  on  it  or  not.  I  know  there  was 
some  hesitation  at  the  time,  and  I  know  that  I  did  not  prepare  those 
papers.  I  never  prepared  any  newspaper  articles  for  our  company  or 
anj^body  else. 

Q.  I  am  now  talking  about  the  resolution.  He  suggested  to  you 
the  preparation  of  this  resolution? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  be  introduced  by  somebody? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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3.  Whom  did  he  recommend  as  the  introducer? — A.  I  think  he 
,  ^'Get  some  of  your  friends;^'  I  don^t  know  as  he  named  any 
particular  person. 

Q.  Did  you  take  it  to  anyone  except  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  I  did  not. 
I  hesitatecf 

Q.  Did  you  submit  it  to  any  other  Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  Not 
that  I  recoUect. 

Q.  To  whom  else  did  vou  submit  the  resolution  before  presenting 
it  to  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  I  don^t  know. 

Q.  DonH  you  remember  some  person  or  persons  with  whom  you 
talked  about  it? — A.  No;  I  do  not;  because,  as  I  say,  at  that  tune 
my  mind  was  occupied  with  things  of  more  concern  to  me,  and  I  did 
these  things  in  a  sort  of  perfunctory  way,  and  my  recollection  is  not 
clear  as  to  what  I  actually  did  at  that  time,  because  I  was  spending 
most  of  my  time  at  the  hospital. 

Q.  If  on  or  about  the  13th  of  February,  1908,  there  was  written 
on  your  L.  C.  Smith  machine  a  memorandum  sent  to  a  daily  paper 
or  a  representative  of  a  daily  paper  containing  this  quotation,  *^It  is 
our  unanimous  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  have  the  full  quotations 
sent  you  printed  so  that  our  friends  can  use  naval  opinions  with 
Members  as  from  this  newspaper  authority  " — if  that  was  written  on 
your  L.  C.  Smith  machine,  did  you  or  did  you  not  write  it? — A.  I 
absolutely  did  not  write  it. 

Q.  If,  then,  that  paper  or  memorandum  containing  that  quota- 
tion accompanied  other  papers  and  memoranda  written  on  your 
Smith  Premier  machine,  did  you  or  did  you  not  write  the  other 
papers? — A.  I  did  not  write  them. 

Q.  In  your  best  judgment,  who  did? — A.  I  would  not  say.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  You  have  sworn  you  have  seen  the  anonymous  communica- 
tion?— A.  Mr.  Ruth  brought  those  to  the  office,  and  that  was  the  first 
time  I  had  seen  the  actual  copies. 

Q.  Since  it  has  been  introduced  here,  you  are  familiar  with  it? — 
A.  Yes,  sir.     I  was  here  the  day  that  Mr.  Edinborough  handed  it  in. 

Q.  Then  you  know  the  paper  to  which  I  refer? — A.  Yes;  you  refer 
to  this  telegraph  blank. 

Q.  You  are  now  handed  a  photographic  copy  of  it. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  will  ask  jou  this  question:  If  there  was  written  on  your  Smith 
Premier  typewriting  machine,  in  your  custody  at  the  office  of  the 
Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  a  memorandum  sent  to  representa- 
tives of  the  daily  newspapers  containing  these  words,  ''Memorandum 
showing  lack  of  economy  in  submarines  at  proposed  cost  of 
$1,476,296.60,  more  than  contractor  testified  they  were  worth,"  if,  as 
I  say,  that  memorandum  was  written  on  your  Smith  Premier  machine 
on  or  about  the  13th  of  February,  1908,  can  you  account  for  the  iden- 
tity of  those  figures — that  is,  the  figures  appearing  in  the  anonymous 
communication  on  the  Postal  telegraph  blank  and  the  figures  appear- 
ing in  House  resolution  264  prepared  by  you  ? — A.  I  can  only  account 
for  the  figures  appearing  in  the  resolution  as  I  took  them  from  the 
newspapers,  ana  1  have  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  figures  pre- 
vious to  what  I  saw  in  the  papers! 

Q.  And  the  suggestions  from  Mr.  Whitney? — A.  Yes;  I  absolutely 
knew  nothing  about  it  previous  to  that. 
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Q.  Then  is  not  the*  presumption  very  plain,  and  is  notr  the  conclu- 
sion very  plain,  in  your  mind,  that  those  figures  were  supplied  by  Mr. 
Whitney? — A.  I  would  not  want  to  say  that. 

Q.  What  is  your  judgment  on  the  matter? — A.  I  do  not  care  td 
state. 

Q.  As  far  as  this  committee  can  determine  they  originated  on  your 
machine. — A.  1  do  not  doubt  it;  I  don't  know  anythmg  about  it. 

Qi  And  Mr.  Whitney  did  have  access  to  your  machine  ? — A.  Yes,sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Webster  sometimes? — ^A.  Mt.  Webster  never  was  on 
our  mcM^hine  until  after  Mr.  Jud&on  came  down^  here.  Mr.  Webster 
h€ul  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Q.  Have  you  anv  doubt  that  the-  anonymous  communication  on 
the  Postal  telegraph  blank  was  written  on  your  Smith  Premier  ma- 
chine?— ^A.  No;  I  have  not  any  doubt  whatever.     It  is  as  plain  as  day. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  a  great  tribute  to  the  three  experts. 

Q»  If  these  same  nine  figures,  1,476,296.60,  were  written  on  your 
Smith  Premier  machine  before  you  prepared  House  resolution  264, 
you  do  not  know  who  wrote  them*  unless  it  was  Mr.  Whitney? — A.  I 
will  say  that  I  do  not  know  who  wrote  them,  but  I  do  not  want  t^ 
cast  anv  reflections  upon  anybody. 

NlQi  Who  else  had  access  to  the*  machine  that  could'  have  written 
it»— A.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  did  write  these  in  House  resolution  264  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Qi  Copying  them  from  the-  New  York  Herald  ? — ^A.  From  the  New 
York  newspapers  entirely. 

Q.  If  on  or  about  the  13th  of  February,  1908,  there  was  written 
'  upon  your  L.  C.  Smith  typewriting  machine,  in  the  office  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  a  memorandum  to  be  forwarded  to  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  daily  newspaper,  this  paragraph,  **The  committee 
thinks  it  necessary  to  get  prominent  officers'  ideas  and  opinions  before 
public  so  newspapers  will  start  editorial  discussion  or  the  problem 
that  is  far  more  serious  than  surface  indications  tell;"  if  tnat  was 
written  do  you  know  who  wrote  it?-T-A.  No,  I  do  not.  I  know  I  did 
not. 

Q.  You  have  frankly  told  us  all  you  know  about  the  matters  about 
which  I  have  thus  far  asked  you.  Will  you  kindly  take  that  volume 
before  you  and  turn  to  page  350^  about  the  middle  of  the  page,  *'Mr. 
Lilley  has  filed  with  the  committee,  dat'ed  March  19,  1908,  directed  to 
the  chairman,  a  statement  of  some  23  pages,  incorporating  with  it 
clippings  from  various  journals  in  reference  to  the  value  of  torpedo 
boats  and  torpedo-boat  tests?" — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q;  Did  you  also  prepare  that  letter? — ^A.  This  was  a  compilation 
of  both  Mr.  Webster  and  myself.  Mr.  Webster  came  over  and  worked 
with  me,  and  we  got  these  up. 

Q.  How  did  Mr.  Webster  come  to  be  working  with  you  ? — ^A.  I  don't 
recollect,  but  I  know  that  I  wanted  him  to  help  me  on  the  thing.  I 
had  some  other  things  to  do,  and  this  is  a  compilation  of  both  Mr. 
Webster  and  mvself ,  and  he  prepared  the  figures  and  got  a  great  deal 
of  the  stuflF  in  shape  for  me. 

Q.  And  you  and  Mr.  Lilley  and  Mr.  Webster  were  working  in  har- 
mony at  tnat  time? — A.  At  this  time;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  letter  is  written  on  the  House  of  Representatives'  paper, 
and  signed  by  Mr.  Lilley. — A.  The  best  of  my  recollection  is  that  we 
prepared  all  of  this  data.     I  am  trying  to  refresh  my  memory  with 
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Senator  Thurston*  Ha  says  he  does  not  necoUect  that  he  prepared 
that. 

Q.  The  letter  itself,  however,  what  do  you  say  about  that?  It 
contains  a  summary  of  the  matter  which  you.  say  you  prepared. — A. 
Well,  I  think  we  prepared  that.  I  know  it  was  prepared  in  our  office, 
because  I  had  Mr.  Webster  over  there  working  on  the  figures,  and  we 
were  getting  the  whole  compilation  together. 

Q.  And  you  must  have  had  Mr.  Liliey^s  stationery. — ^A.  Mr.  W^eb- 
ster  brougftt  some  over  for  that  special  purpose. 

Q.  That  date  and  those  extracts  from  hearings  before  the  House 
Naval^  Committee  and  the  newspaper  clippings  were  prepared  by 
Mr.  Webster  ajid  yourself,  as  I  assume,  and  as  the  letter  itself  seems 
to  state,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  before  this  committee  the  other 
side  of  the  controversy — that  is,  as  oetween  the  two  companies.  The 
letter  starts  out:  "Your  committee  has,  I  confess,  somewhat  to  my 
surprise,  permitted  witnesses — both  those  who  could  by  reason  of 
expert  knowledge  know^  something  of  the  construction,  qualities,  and 
cost  of  our  present  submarines,  and  also  those  who  could  have  no 
possible  expert  or  other  knowledge  as  to  the  construction,  perform- 
ances, efficiency,  and  cost  of  these  submarines — to  give  as  part  of 
their  supposed  testimony  glowing  accounts  of  the  remarkable  quali* 
ties  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  submarines;  and  having  thus 
established  the  precedent,  and  m  order  that  the  question  of  the  cost 
and  eflSciency  or  these  boats  may  be  presented  on  both  sides,  I  sub- 
mit the  following."  What  did'  you  mean  by  **both  sides?'' — A. 
Well,  it  looked  as  if  they  were  making  out  our  boats  as  not  worth 
anything  and  that  our  side  ought  to  1^  in  there  just  as  well  as  the 
other  side.  I  wanted  to  show  the  cost  of  our  boats,  and  also  show 
that  the  prices  for  those  boats  were  not  in  accord  with  the  perform- 
ances of  their  boats. 

Q.  W^hat  you  meant  in  that  letter  when  you  said  ''both  sides'' 
had  referenc-e  to  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  on  the  one  side 
and  the  Electric  Boat  Company  on  the  other,  and  j-^ou  thought  they 
both  ought  to  be  in  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  reason  of  that  letter  and  the  data  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  LiUey  make  any  objection  to  signing  it  and  presenting 
it  to  the  committee  ? — A.  Why,  I  do  not  recall  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  He  .signed  it,  anyway.  The  day  that  the  Naval  Committee 
voted  on  the  submarine  proposition,  were  you  present  in  the  com- 
mittee?— A.  No.  I  went  in  the  committee  after  it  was  over  and 
asked  about  the  result. 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken  or  at  the  time 
the  matter  was  uncier  discussion? — A.  I  was  all  over  the  Capitol.  It 
was  a  long  session,  and  I  was  waiting  until  the  committee  adjourned  to 
find  out  what  information  I  could  get. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  member  of  the  committee  vou  saw  after  tlie 
matter  was  decided  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  sure — luaylje  Mr.  Bates. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  be  quite  sure.  Who  did  you  meet  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  to  talk  with  about  it  ? — A.  I  think  I  met  Mr. 
Bates. 

Q.  Is  he  the  only  member? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  others? — A.  I  met  Mr.  Lilley,  I  tliink,  out  in  the  hall,  and 
in  the  Capitol  afterwards^  and  I  think  Mr.  Mudd. 

Q.  You  walked  out  with  Mr.  Lilley,  did  you  not  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  I  do  not  mean  out  of  the  room,  but  in  the  hall? — ^A.  No:  I  met 
him  coming — I  came  through  the  main  Statuary  Hall,  and  I  think  I 
had  gotten  to  where  the  restaurant  was,  and  I  think  he  had  just  come 
from  lunch  and  was  there  Ughting  a  cigar,  and  he  just  simply  said, 
'*  Our  proposition  lost  out/' 

Q.  *'Our  proposition  lost  out/' — ^A.  That  is,  ours;  that  we  had  lost. 

Q.  Is  that  the  extent  of  the  con versation ? — ^A.  I  said, ''If  that  is  so, 
why  it  is  pretty  hard  on  us/'  There  was  not  any  extended  conversa- 
tion at  all.     Except  simply  a  word  passed  between  us. 

Q.  Which  one  of  you  was  it  said,  ''Then  there  is  nothing  left  for  an 
investigation?" — A.  Neither  of  us.  I  did  say  to  some  people,**  Well, 
the  only  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  carry  on  our  fight  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  on  theproper  Une  of  competition,"  and  that  is  what  I  took  up 
with  Senator  Thurston,  and  that  is  along  the  line  I  worked  solely. 

Q.  That  is,  along  the  line  of  what  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  called  a  propa- 
ganda?— A.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  was  not  here  at  the  time  that  this  bill  was 
taken  up.  I  was  practically  here  alone,  and  felt  that  I  was  alone  as 
far  as  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Companj^  was  concerned,  and  I  endeav- 
ored to  keep  in  touch  with  the  legislative  situation  as  far  as  I  possibly 
could,  and  also  the  situation  at  tlie  Deoartment,  and  when  this  thing 
failed  I  went  immediately  to  Senator  Thurston  and  talked  the  matter 
over,  and  I  got  the  data  together  and  I  went  to  his  house  and  he  pre- 
pared the  remarks  that  we  wanted  to  have  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  and  I  was  laboring  along  that  line  entirely,  and  this  thing 
came  in  and  blocked  the  whole  thing,  and  I  have  been  drawn  into  it, 
and  the  more  I  got  drawn  into  it  the  more  work  I  did  and  that  was 
simply  gathering  as  the  case  went  on 

Q.  You  were  doing  the  best  you  could  for  your  company? — A.  I 
was  trving  to. 

Q.  £>id  Mr.  Lilley  tell  you  how^  the  different  members  of  the  Naval 
Committee  had  voted  on  your  proposition? — A.  No,  sir;  he  did  not. 
He  said  it  was  an  executive  session. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  information? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  recall 
how  I  did  get  it.     I  might  have  gotten  it  out  of  the  newspapers,  com- 

filing  those  that  were  friendly  to  us,  and  by  a  process  or  elimination 
may  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  I  do  not  fcnow  how  I  just  did  it 

Q.  It  is  fair  to  state  to  you  that  witnesses  heretofore  have  testified 
that  the  provision  of  the  submarine  amendment,  as  I  will  call  it,  the 
provision  in  the  naval  bill  of  1908  with  reference  to  submarines,  Mr. 
Skerrett  testified  that  he  got  them  from  Air.  Whitney. — ^A.  Mr. 
Simon  Lake  testified  that  he  sent  it  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  that  he  got 
it  from  me,  and  I  got  it  from  the  clerk  of  the  committee. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  wanted  to  ask  you. — A.  I  thought  I  had  testified 
to  that  previously. 

Q.  I  do  not  think  we  asked  you. — A.  I  went  to  Chairman  Foss, 
and  told  him  I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  exact  wording  of  the 
submarine  provision  and  asked  him  if  he  would  consent  to  my  going 
and  taking  a  copy,  and  he  said  he  had  no  objections.  And  he  allowed 
Mr.  Theall  to  give  me  a  copy,  and  I  think  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Simon 
Lake  in  order  that  he  might  know  the  exact  wording  of  the  provision. 

Q.  It  is  quite  Ukely  that  you  got  from  the  same  source  the  votes?— 
A.  1  do  not  recollect  that  I  did.  I  know  that  I  did  not  have  the  votes 
at  the  time  that  I  got  that,  but  I  recollect  it  appeared  in  a  couple  of 
New  York  papers,  and  I  knew  those  who  had  intimated  to  me  that 
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they  would  vote  for  it,  and  then  from  general  gossip  those  that  did  not, 
and  there  was  a  question  about  one  or  two,  and  I  made  a  couple  of 
copies  afterwards,  later  on,  at  the  time  Mr.  Judson  came  here,  I  made 
a  copy  of  that  provision  and  attached  to  it  the  hst,  as  I  thought,  of  the 
members  that  voted,  but  I  found  afterwards  that  it  was  not  correct. 

Q.  The  committee  appreciate  and  thank  you  for  the  entire  frank- 
ness with  which  you  have  apparently  told  us  everything  you  know 
about  this  matter  so  far  as  we  have  asked  you.  There  is  one  further 
Question  we  desire  to  ask,  and  that  is  this:  i  ou  have  already  testified 
tnat  you  did  not  write  these  two  anonymous  letters,  although  they 
were  written,  as  you  concede,  upon  your  Smith  Premier  macnine?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  we  believe  what  you  have  told  us,  but  we  would  like  to 
ask  you  now  to  state  to  us  with  equal  frankness,  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
jrou  knew  that  they  had  gone  out? — A.  I  did  not.  I  was  entirely 
innocent  of  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  had  gone  out,  or  any- 
thing about  them.  The  first  that  I  knew  anything  about  this  was 
when  the  committee  brought  them  up  here. 

Q.  So  you  did  not  know  then  that  either  one  of  them'  had  gone  out 
until  you  learned  it  as  they  were  brought  out  here  in  this  committee 
room?— A.  Until  they  were  brought  out  here  in  this  committee  room, 
and  I  never  had  any  suspicion  that  anything  like  that  was  going  on, 
or  that  they  had  gone  out.  I  knew  nothing  about  them  at  all  until 
the  committee  brought  them  out. 

Q.  Since  these  anonymous  communications  have  been  brought  out, 
or  were  brought  out  in  testimony  before  this  committee,  with  what 
person  or  persons  have  you  talked  who  did  seem  to  know  somethiDg 
about  them? — A.  I  have  not  talked  with  anybody  who  seemed  to 
know  anything  about  them  or  indicated  that  they  knew  anything 
about  them.  I  have  had  my  own  ideas,  but  I  did  not  feel  that  I  should 
give  expression  to  my  ideas  or  thoughts  along  this  Une.  I  was  sur- 
prised, and  that  was  all. 

The  Chairman.  We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you,  Mr.  Neff .  Will 
you  resume  the  stand,  Mr.  Lilley  ? 

TE8TIM0NT  OF  HON .  OEOROE  L.  LILLET— Recalled. 

Hon.  Geobob  L.  Lillet,  being  recalled,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  have  heard  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Neff  con- 
cerning the  resolution  No.  264? — A.  That  is  the  one  you  showed 
met 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Let  me  ask  whether  your  understanding  of  the  matter  agrees  with 
theirs? — A.  Well,  I  think  that  Mr.  Neff^s  impression  is  correct.  I 
think  he  handed  me  that  resolution  and  that  I  introduced  it  the  same 
dajr.  I  did  not  charge  my  memory  with  it  at  all.  I  thought  it  might 
bnng  out  some  facts  for  the  information,  and  I  have  not  given  it  here 
in  any  other  way,  and  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  worth  while. 
•*Q.  Do  you  know  who  changed  the  date  in  the  resolution  from 
February  22  to  February  27? — ^A.  I  do  not.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  resolution  at  all  except  that  I  introduced  it  by  request. 

Q.  It  does  not  say  on  the  paper  **By  request." — A.  I  do  not  mean 
injthat  sense. 
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S.  You  do  not  mean  in  the  sense  in  which  when  a  person  introduce? 
I  or  resolution  he  notes  on  it  *  *  By  request  ? " — A.  No. 
Q.  You  introduced  it  on  your  own  responsibility  I — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q.  Al^houghonreguestof  Mr.  Neff  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 


^  On  the  19th  of  March  you  signed  and  submitted  to  this  com- 
mittee a  communication  which  commences  on  page  350,  and  includes 
considerable  data,  extracts  from  hearings  before  the  naval  hearing, 
the  statement  of  Admiral  Capps,  and  sundry  newspaper  clippinp, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  pa£:e  363,  m  the  course  of  your  testimony  unaer 
oath,  you  state:  "The  Foregoing  facts  and  conditions  influenced  me 
to  introduce  House  resolution  264. '^  How  do  you  explain  that? — A. 
I  never  read  this. 

Q.  You  swore  to  it. — A.  I  swore  to  what? 

Q.  That  is  your  sworn  testimony  here  on  the  bottom  of  page 
363. — A.  Why,  I  introduced  this  statement  made  up  and  prepared 
by  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Neff ;  I  accepted  it  from  them  and  placed  it 
before  the  committee. 

Q.  You  were  a  witness  under  your  oath  here,  and  in  that  capacity 
you  presented  it  to  us,  and  we  accepted  it. — A.  I  presented  all  the 
questions  to  you  for  Rice  and  Frost  in  the  same  w^ay. 

Q.  That  was  not  in  the  nature  of  testimony.  That  was  in  the 
nature  of  questions  to  be  propounded  to  some  one  else;  there  was 
no  statement  of  facts  to  them. — A.  I  did  not  intend  to  swear  to  tliis' 
as  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  But  whose  knowledge  w^ould  it  be  when  you  say,  *  'The  foregoing 
facts  and  conditions  influenced  me  to  introduce  House  resolution  No. 
264  ?'' — A.  These  were  embodied  in  House  resolution  264. 

Q.  No;  I  beg  your  pardon.  The  committee  have  looked  through 
these  newspaper  clippings  and  these  hearings  very  carefully,  and  there 
is  not  a  word  from  one  or  them  embodied  in  House  resolution  No.  264. — 
A.  I  did  not  intend  to  swear  to  the  newspaper  clippings,  and  if  I  have 
it  is  through 

Q.  Of  course  you  did  not  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  newspaper  clip- 

f>ings,  and  we  did  not  so  understand  you,  but  you  did  say:  ^*Tne 
oregoing  facts  and  conditions  influenced  me  to  introduce  House 
resolution  No.  264." — A.  Well,  Mr.  Olmsted,  you  understand  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  so  far  as  the  hearings  before 
the  House  Naval  Committee  in  this  document  is  concerned,  and  the 

figures  and  also  the  new^spaper  clippings 

Q.  That  is  not  the  point.  You  give  us  here  certain  extracts  from 
hearings  before  the  Naval  Committee  and  certain  newspaper  clip- 
pings, and  then  say:  "The  foregoing  facts  and  conditions  influenced 
me  to  introduce  House  resolution  No.  264."  Then  you  follow  with 
House  resolution  No.  264,  and  we  look  at  it  and  we  do  not  find  a 
single  figure  in  House  resolution  264  that  is  included  in  these  extracts 
from  the  hearings  and  newspaper  clippings,  which,  you  say,  at  the 
bottom  of  page  363,  influenced  you  to  introduce  the  resolution.  Not 
a  single  figure  or  statement  in  that  resolution  is  found  in  these  hear- 
ings and  newspaper  clippings  which  you  say  influenced  you  to  intro- 
duce it,  but  they  are  the  figures  found  in  the  anonymous  commimica- 
tions  and  nowhere  else. — A.  The  exact  figures? 

Q.  The  exact  figures. — A.  Well,  I  tell  you  I  did  not  read  it.    Well,  I 
have  got  hold  of  the  wrong  resolution  here.     Please  tell  me  what  it  is. 
Q.  It  is  on  the  top  of  page  364  and  your  language  is  at  the  bottom 
of  page  363. — A.  Where  are  the  figures? 
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Q.  The  figures  are  written  out.  The  resolution  and  preamble 
begins  on  the  top  of  page  364 :  '  *  One  million  four  hundred  and  &e  venty- 
sLx  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  sixty  cents 
more  than  the  present  builder  said  thev  were  worth  when  he  testified 
before  the  committee  in  nineteen  hundred  and  two/'  Those  figures, 
1,476,296.60,  do  not  appear  in  any  of  these  documents  which  you  pre- 
sented to  us  ^d  said  that  they  influenced  you  to  introduce  that  reso- 
lution. In  the  original  resolution  they  are  typewritten  in  figures. — A. 
I  never  saw  them  at  all.  '  ^     . 

Q.  What  do  you  say  now  as  to  the  truth  of  your  statement  on  page 
363  that  the  '*  foregoing  facts  and  conditions  influenced  me  to  intro- 
duce House  resolution  264?" — A.  Well,  the  general  facts  are  Imown 
of  all  men. 

Q.  But  you  say  they  influenced  you. — A.  I  did  not  prepare  this 
document. 

Q.  Nor  write  this  letter? — A.  This  down  at  the  bottom 

Q.  This  letter  of  March  19,  at  page  350.  Your  signature  appears 
on  page  351. — A.  I  think  this  is  tne  work  of  Senator  Thurston;  isn't 
it? 

Senator  Thurston.  No;  that  letter  has  not  my  hall-mark  on  it. 

A.  Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon;  tliis  was  Mr.  Judson  or  Mr.  Brown. 

Mr.  Brown.  That  is  not  mine. 

A.  Then  I  will  have  to  say  I  don^t  know  whose  it  is. 

Senator  Thurston.  I  guess  NefT  must  have  written  that. 

A.  If  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  correct  my  testimony  by  saying 
that  I  tmnk  this  whole  document  came  to  me  from  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  That  is  what  he  said.     You  signed  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  were  influenced  by  Mr.  Neff,  the 
agent  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  to  introduce  House  reso- 
lution 264?— A.  That  is  the  one  we  have  oeen  talking  about? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Certainly;  he  handed  it  to  me  and  I  mtroduced  it. 

(J.  That  is  all  the  influence  there  was  about  it? — A.  He  thought 
it  might  bring  out  some  knowledge  that  this  committee  would  like  to 
have. 

Q.  This  committee  had  not  been  appointed;  there  was  no  such 
committee. — ^A.  But  when  it  was  appomted,  at  least  I  wanted  to  be 
prepared  to  give  it  what  information  I  could,  and  I  have  been  pursu- 
mg  that  ever  since,  in  getting  information  from  the  Navy  Department 
within  a  day  or  two  ri^t  on  this  subject. 

Q.  But  this  resolution  was  prepared  just  about  the  time  that  the 
other  resolution  introduced  by  yourself  was  offered. — rA.  The  resolu- 
tion that  I  offered  for  investigation,  you  mean? 

Q.  Yes.     That  was  introduced  on  the  20th. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  this  resolution  was  prepared  on  or  before  the  22d? — ^A. 
My  remembrance  came  to  me  a  weeK  later. 

Q.  We  assume  correctly  that  Mr.  Neff  handed  it  to  you  and  asked 
you  to  introduce  it,  and  you  introduced  it;  that  is  the  whole 
story? — A.  Certainly,  that  is  what  I  intended  to  give  you,  that 
imnression  from  the  start. 

Q.  But  that  is  not  the  impression  we  would  naturally  draw  from 
page  363,  ''the  foregoing  facts  and  conditions  influenced  me  to  intro- 
duce House  resolution  264.' '  Mr.  Lilley,  will  you  inform  us  what 
communications  in  writing  you  have  had  from  Mr.  Simon  Lake 
within  the  past  year? — A.  None  whatever. 
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Q.  Will  you  inform  us  what  communications  you  have  had  from 
Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  within  the  past  year? — ^A.  I  can  not  inform  you.  I 
may  have  had  a  communication  from  him  last,  but  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  If  you  did  receive  a  letter  would  you  still  have  it  in  your  pos- 
session?—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  business  man,  do  you  not  preserve  your  correspondence? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  None  of  it? — ^A.  Why,  when  the  file  gets  full  I  empty  it  in  the 
scrap  basket,  imless  it  is  something  pretty  unportant.  I  do  not  pre- 
serve correspondence  from  constituents  who  want  seeds 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lake  want  seeds? — ^A.  Or  favors.  He  wanted  me  to 
do  nim  a  favor,  if  he  wrote  me,  probably, 

Q.  Why  should  you  think  that  he  wanted  jou  to  do  him  a  favor? — 
A.  Every  man  that  claims  to  have  a  vote  m  Connecticut  thinks  he 
has  a  right  to  call  on  me  to  do  him  a  favor. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  have  you  at  any  time  said  to  a  newspaper 
man — I  ask  you  this  because  you  are  reported  in  the  newspapers,  I 
have  a  clipping  here  somewhere,  to  have  said  that  other  members  or 
some  members  of  the  Naval  Committee  were  nothing  more  than 
traveling  salesmen  for  certain  torpedo-boat  companies  T — ^A.  Not  in 
that  language. 

Q.  Did  you  use  anything  bearing  that  interpretation? — A.  What 
Z  said,  I  said  in  executive  session  of  the  Naval  Committee  the  day  the 
vote  was  taken  on  the  naval  programme.  I  think  it  appears  in  the 
testimony  here. 

(J.  It  was  not  executive  to  us;  we  haven't  got  it,  but  we  did  read 
if  in  the  papers. — A.  I  gave  no  interview  of  that  character. 

Q.  Did  you  say  it  in  the  Naval  Committee  ? — ^A.  Not  in  those  words. 

Q.  That  some  of  the  other  members  were  nothing  better  than 
traveling  salesmen  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  Not  in  those 
words. 

Q.  Anything  that  would  bear  that  interpretation? — ^A.  Different 
people  put  different  constructions  on 

Q.  Perhaps  if  you  would  tell  us  what  you  did  say ^A.  I  do  not 

recall.     I  did  not  charge  my  memory  with  those  things. 

Q.  That  is  an  important  matter,  did  you  not  use  some  language 
very  much  Uke  that? — A.  I  have  given  no  interview  to  any  newspaper 
of  that  character. 

(4.  1  know,  but  that  is  not  what  I  ask.  Did  you  make  some  such 
utterance  in  the  Naval  Committee? — ^A.  Why,  Mr.  Olmsted,  I  do 
not  remember  just  what  I  said  in  the  Naval  Committee. 

Q.  Did  you  say  something  like  that? — A.  I  won't  swear  as  to  what 
I  said. 

Q.  Will  you  state  that  you  did  not  say  something  of  that  kind?— 
A.  I  won't  testify  either  way,  except  that  I  said  nothing  in  that 
language,  as  you  nave  put  it. 

Q.  Well,  now,  did  you  send  to  Secretary  Metcalf  when  he  was  West 
in  August,  on  August  10,  1907^  a  message  written  on  a  Western 
Union  telegraph  blank,  reading  like  this: 

Watbrburt,  Conn.,  AugiLSt  10, 1907. 
Hon.  Victor  H.  Metcalp: 

Your  favorable  consideration  interests  my  constituents.  Lake  Company  solicited. 
See  letter. 

Geo.  L.  Lillbt. 
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A.  I  testified  as  to  that  the  other  da^r. 

0.  You  did  not  testify  the  other  day  in  regard  to  that  telegram? — 
A.  That  is  the  one  that  Mr.  Neff  brought  me  at  the  Hotel  Elkton,  in 
Waterbury. 

Q.  I  do  not  think  you  were  asked  about  this  telegram.  This  is 
the  telegram  you  sent  on  that  day? — ^A.  That  is  the  telegram. 

Q.  We  did  not  have  the  language  of  it.  Then  tnis  message 
addressed  to  Victor  H.  Metcalf ,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  August 
10,  1907,  and  written  on  a  Western  Union  telegraph  blank: 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  August  10, 1907 . 
Hon.  Victor  H.  Mbtcalf: 

Your  favorable  consideration  intereBts  my  constituents,  f^ake  Company  solicited. 
See  letter. 

Geo.  L.  Lillet. 

That  is  the  message  which  you  sent  from  Bridgeport,  as  has  been 
testified  to*— A.  Waterbury. 

Q.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Neff,  the  agent  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company*— A.  1  to,  sir. 

Q.  Then  did  you  on  the  same  day  send  to  Secretary  Metcalf  a 
letter  reading  thus ^A.  The  letter  went  the  following  morning. 

Q.  (Readmg:) 

[QemgB  L.  Lllley,  at  large.  C<mnectiont,  Naval  Affairs.    House  of  Representatives  U.  B,,  Washing 

ton«  D.  C] 

(Stamped:)  Office  of  the  Secretary,  Navy  Department.    Received  Sept.  3, 1907. 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Augusi  10, 1907. 

Sir:  I  undeistand  the  late  legislation  of  Congress  does  not  interfere  with  the  abso- 
lute discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  awarding  contracts  for  submarines,  smd 
it  will  no  doubt  appeal  to  you  that  for  the  best  results  keen  and  active  competition 
must  supplant  monopoly.    Such  competition  will  benefit  the  Navy  in  two  ways: 

1.  A  monopoly  of  the  business  by  one  company  would  result  in  exorbitant  prices 
after  this  policy  had  destroyed  its  competitors,  but  competition  means  the  best  for 
the  least  money. 

2.  A  monopoly  of  the  business  would  do  away  with  the  keen  rivalry  for  improve- 
ments.   Active  competition  will  brin^  out  the  best  in  the  shortest  time. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  before  awardme  the  contract  you  will  examine  not  only  the 
reports  of  the  sea-going  tests,  but  also  uie  plans  and  specifications  submitted  by  the 
lake  Company,  and  that  you  will  see  your  way  clear  to  divide  the  business. 
Yours,  very  sincerely, 

Geo.  L.  Lilley. 
To  the  Honorable  Victor  H.  Metcalp, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

(Copy  sent  to  Fonts  Springs.) 

Q.  This  is  the  letter  which  you  sent,  or  caused  to  be  sent? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  mailed  in  duplicate,  one  to  Washington  and  one  to 
Fouts  Springs,  Cal.,  and  on  the  23d  of  September,  1907,  you  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  reading  as  follows: 

[George  L.  Lilley,  at  large,  Connectlcat-Naval  Affairs.    House  of  Representatives,  U.  8.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C] 

(Stamped:)  Office  of  the  Secretary,  Navy  Department,  received  Sept.  24,  1907. 

The  Honorable  Victor  H.  Metcalp, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waakington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Sir:  My  constituent,  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake,  writes  me  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  Naval  Committee  and  the  House  in  the  matter  of  submarines. 
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As  for  the  attitude  of  the  House  toward  Mr.  Roberts's  aigument,  nobody  lisieoed 
to  it  when  it  was  made.  Neither  the  House  nor  the  untrammeled  membeis  of  the 
Naval  Committee  would  care  whether  the  boats  were  on  paper  or  completed,  as  Icmz 
as  when  delivered  to  the  Government  they  would  be  equal  to  any  afloat.  And  as  I 
understand  it  the  Lake  people  do  not  ask  you  to  accept  any  boat  unless  it  fulfilis  all 
the  conditions  of  the  contract. 

I  am  certain  that  the  House  would  vote  against  monopoly.  Congress  clearly  showed 
its  disposition  when  in  the  appropriation  for  the  last  two  battleships  it  stipulated  tbjit 
with  any  one  company  but  one  snip  should  be  contracted  for. 

Among  the  well-meaning  Members  of  Congress  the  Lake  people  have  more  friends 
because  they  have  never  emploved  the  memods  of  the  Holland  type  people.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  eompany  Mr.  Roberts  appears  to  represent  is  doing  more  to-day 
in  the  employment  of  questionable  methods  to  intimidate  Members  of  Congress  and 
the  Naval  Committee  than  all  other  corporations  in  the  United  States. 
Youra,  very  truly, 

Geo.  L.  Ldlley. 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Sept.  2S,  1907. 

P  That  was  your  letter,  was  it  not? — ^A.  Yes. 

F  Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  you  followed  up  those  letters  by  a  visit  to  Washing- 
ton later  in  the  fall? — ^A.  Not  for  any  purpose  of  following  up  the  let- 
ters. I  came  here  in  the  fall  to  Jamestown,  with  the  governor's 
party. 

Q.  And  on  that  trip  you  did  stop  and  confer  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  with  reference  to  a  contract  for  the  Lake  Boat  Company? — 
A.  No;  1  think  not.  I  have  no  recollection  of.  speaking  with  the 
Secretary  about  contracts  with  the  Lake  Company  at  that  time. 

Q.*  I  asked  the  question  because  I  thought  that  you  had  already 
testified;  I  may  be  in  error. — A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  You  did  at  a  later  period,  then,  call  upon  him? — ^A.  With  the 
Connecticut  delegation  after  they  had  their  luncheon  here,  but  not  at 
that  time,  but  at  a  later  time. 

Q.  Called  upon  him  in  the  interest  of  a  contract  for  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company? — A.  I  called  with  the  Connecticut  delegation, 
but  took  no  part  in  the  argument,  as  I  remember  it. 

Q.  But  you  were  there  ? — A.  I  was  there. 

Q.  For  whatever  moral  influence  your  presence  gave.  That  was 
the  object  of  the  delegation  calUng? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  have  you  named  to  us  all  the  persons  to  whom  you 
showed  your  reisolution  before  introducing  it?  You  showed  the  reso- 
lution which  you  introduced  February  20, 1907,  being  the  one  calling 
for  the  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  I  have. 

Q.  They  were,  as  I  recall  it,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Dalzell,  and  Mr. 
Pavne? — A.  Hobson.     Those  are  all  the  people  I  recall. 

Q.  Did  you  show  to  any  Member  of  the  House  prior  to  the  intro- 
duction of  that  resolution  any  draft  of  a  resolution^  whether  it  was 
the  final  draft  or  not? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  that  I  did,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  include  Mr.  Sherman  as  having  seen  the  resolution.  I  do  not 
think  he  saw  the  draft  of  the  resolution.  I  spoke  to  'him  about  it. 
The  people  whom  I  showed  it  to  were  the  other  three. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  you  say  to  Mr.  Sherman?  You  did  not  show 
him  the  resolution;  what  did  you  say  to  him? — ^A.  I  told  him  I  was 
thinking  of  introducing  the  resolution? 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  said  to  him?— A.  Why,  practically,  I  think. 

Q.  Let  us  have  all  of  it,  so  far  as  you  can  remember;  that  would 
be  a  very  brief  statement  about  introducing  a  resolution? — ^A.  I  told 
him  I  was  thinking  of  introducing  a  resolution,  and  told  him  the  nature 
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of  it,  to  inauire  into  the  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  as 
to  securing  legislation. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  to  him  your  dissatisfaction  with  the  provi- 
sions which  the  Naval  Committee  had  put  in  the  bill  on  the  subject  of 
submarines? — ^A.  Probably  did. 
Q.  Whatdidyousay  to  him  upon  that  point? — ^A.  What  did  I  say?* 
Q.  Yes. — ^A.  I  talked  along  the  lines  or  throttling  competition. 
Q.  Did  you  not  say  to  him,  Mr.  Lilley,  that  if  the  provisions  were 
changed  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  introduce  this  resolution;  some- 
thing of  that  kind? — ^A.  How  changed? 

Q.  Change  the  provisions  in  the  Naval  Committee. — A.  I  do  not 
recall. 

Q.  Change  it  for  competition,  something  of  that  kind. — A.  I  do  not 
recall  it. 

Q.  What  was  your  object  in  telling  him  anything  about  it?  You 
did  not  show  it  to  him,  you  say? — ^A.  rio ;  I  do  not  think  I  had  a  draft 
of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  day  it  was  that  you  talked  vnth  him 
about  it?— A.  The  12th  of  February. 

Q.  The  12th  of  February?— A.  I  think  so.  I  think  I  was  just 
about  leaving  the  Capitol  building  to  go  to  New  York.  In  order  to 
locate  the  date  I  wired  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel,  where  I  stopped,  and  I 
have  a  telegram  saying  here  I  registered  at  Murray  Hill  on  February 
12.     Now,  that  was  just  before  I  left  for  the  train. 

(^.  What  you  simply  desired,  as  you  have  testified,  was  open  com- 
petition?— A.  Open  competition. 

Q.  Was  not  your  talk  to  Mr.  Sherman  about  some  way  that  you 
thought  the  necessity  of  introducing  the  resolution  might  be  avoided? — 
A.  I  deplored  the  condition  that  necessitated  an  investigation. 

Q.  Would  you  have  felt  that  it  was  necessary  if  the  provisions  in  the 
naval  bill  had  been  otherwise  ?— A.  If  the  provision  m  the  naval  bill 
had  been  as  it  had  been  in  the  previous  year,  so  that  it  was  for  open 
competition  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Navy  Department,  giving  the 
Secretary  discretion,  I  would  probably  have  not  introduced  the  reso- 
lution, but  having  heard  from  various  people  of  high  standing  of  the 
practices  and  methods  that  had  been  going  on  here  for  a  great  many, 

years,  I  know  before  I  got  to  Congress 

Q.  You  had  not  heard  about  that,  however,  between  the  10th  of 
February  and  the  12th? — A.  I  had  heard  enough  about  this  com- 
pany  

Q.  That  we  understand. — A.  To  c6n\'ince  me  that  it  would  be  the 
proper  thing  to  find  out  what  influences  were  at  work  so  that  it  en- 
abled them  to  pass  such  a  motion  as  was  presented  at  that  time. 

Q.  Now,  as  you  have  just  stated,  if  the  provisions  in  the  bill  had 
provided  for  open  competition,  you  would  not  have  felt  it  necessary 
to  introduce  a  resolution,  or  did  you  not  say  something  of  that  kind  to 
Mr.  Sherman? — A.  Possibly  I  did. 

Q.  Or  that  if  the  provisions  were  changed  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  introduce  it?— A.  No;  I  do  not  recall  that;  it  could  not  have  been 
changed  then,  not  in  committee. 

'-  Q.  The  bill  had  not  been  reported  yet  to  the  House. — A.  It  might 
have  been  changed  in  the  House. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  changed  in  the  committee,  might  it  not?  It 
was  not  reported  for  five  or  six  weeks  after  that. — A.  I  have  never 
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known  bills  to  have  been  changed  in  the  committee  after  it  had  passed 
the  committee. 

Q.  You  testified  here  before  that  it  could  have  been  changed  in  the 
committee,  and  you  hoped  it  would  be.  I  am  simply  asking  that 
question  in  harmony  with  the  thought  which  I  got  from  what  you  said 
^before. — ^A.  Will  you  please  point  that  testimony  out? 

Mr.  HowABD.  Do  you  admit  it,  or  deny  it  ? 

A.  There  have  been  a  number  of  questions  put  to  me 

Mr.  Howard.  That  is  not  the  question .    Do  you  admit  it,  or  deny  it ! 

A.  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  I  have  before  me  here  a  clipping,  I  am  very  positive 
of  tnat.  it  can  be  found  in  the  testimony;  I  remember  distinctly  that 
you  dia  say  that  it  might  be  changed  in  the  committee,  and  you  noped 
that  it  would  be.  Now,  I  assume  from  that  that  your  object  in  speak- 
ing to  these  gentlemen,  to  Mr.  Sherman,  was  in  the  hope  that  the 
change  in  the  provision  might  be  brought  out  so  as  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  your  introducing  the  resolution  at  all? — ^A.  No;  that  was 
not  the  object. 

Q  What  was  the  object  in  speaking  to  Mr.  Sherman  about  that! — 
A.  WeU,  you  mi^t  ask  me  what  was  the  object  of  showing  it  to 
Mr.  Hobson,  Mr.  rayne,  and  Mr.  Dalzell.  I  had  no  particular  object 
except  in  hearing  what  the  opinion  was,  whether  it  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do  or  not. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  testify  positively  that  you  did  not  say 
anything  of  that  kmd  to  Mr.  Sherman? — ^A.  jSeg  pardon. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  testify  positively  tnat  you  did  not  say 
something  of  that  kind  to  Mr.  Sherman? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  having 
said  to  him  that  if  it  could  be  changed  in  the  committee  I  would  not 
introduce  the  resolution. 

Q.  No;  but  if  it  would  be  changed,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
introduce  the  resolution? — ^A.  I  may  have  said  to  him  that  I  thought 
it  was  very  unjust  the  wav  the  thing  had  been  acted  upon  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  mvestigated. 

Q.  And  unless  it  was  changed  you  would  have  to  have  it  investi- 
gated?— A.  I  do  not  recaU  that. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  to  one  or  two  other  Members  of  the  House 
something  to  that  effect?— A.  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  Now,  I  have  before  me  here  a  cKpping  from  the  New  York 
paper,  I  think  it  is  the  Sun,  of  Fepruary  21.  I  have  to  verify  that, 
Decause  part  of  the  copy  was  torn  off:  out  it  is  dated  February  21. 
There  occurs  in  it  this  sentence: 

pi  A  member  of  the  Naval  Committee  said  to-day  that  he  understood  Mr.  Lilley  had 
offered  to  withdraw  his  resolution  and  his  charges  if  his  constituents,  the  Lake  Sub- 
marine Company,  was  permitted  to  come  in  and  share  in  contracts  for  submarines. 

Is  that  correct? — A.  That  is  not  correct. 

Q.  Is  it  not  correct  that,  excepting  the  use  of  the  words  "Lake 
Submarine  Company,'*  you  said,  "if  open  competition  were  pro- 
vided ?*' — A.  I  do  not  recall  ever  having  said  that.  I  am  very  pos- 
itive that  I  have  never  said  in  my  life  that  I  would  withdraw  the 
resolution,  after  it  was  once  in.  I  advised  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
putting  it  in. 

Q.  I  did  not  catch  that. — A.  I  advised  as  to  the  wisdom  of  intro- 
ducing it,  but  after  it  was  introduced  I  have  never  said  to  anyone 
that  I  would  withdraw  it. 
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Q.  Are  you  positive  that  those  four  gentlemen  that  you  have 
named,  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  Dalzell,  Mr.  Shennan,  and  Captain  Hobson, 
are  the  only  Members  of  Congress  to  whom  you  spoke  about  it  before 
introducing  it? — ^A.  That  is  my  recollection.  I  do  not  recall  having 
spoken  to  others.  It  is  not  impossible ;  it  is  not  out  of  the  question 
tnat  I  might  have  spoken  to  other  Members  of  Congress,  but  I  do  not 
recall  any  others. 

(^.  Did  you  advise  with  Captain  Hobson  as  to  the  wisdom  of  intro- 
ducmgit^— A.  Yes. 

(J.  What  did  you  say  to  him  about  it? — ^A.  Why,  I  told  him  I  was 
thinkiTig  of  introducing  the  resolution. 

Q.  What  did  he  thmk  as  to  the  wisdom  of  introducing  it? — A. 
Why,  Captain  Hobson  agreed  with  me  that  the  practices  of  this  com- 
pany were  reprehensible. 

Q.  Did  you  not  say  to  him  that  unless  you  could  have  open  com- 
petition provided  in  the  bill A.  No,  sir. 

().  You  would  feel  that  you  must  introduce  a  resolution  of  investi- 
gation? Now,  you  are  very  positive,  Mr.  Lilley,  that  after  the  reso- 
lution was  introduced  you  did  not  say  to  anybody  that  you  would 
under  any  condition  withdraw  it;  are  you  equally  positive  that  you 
did  not  before  introducing  it  say  or  intimate  to  any  Members  of 
Congress  that. if  open  competition  were  provided  vou  would  not 
introduce  it? — ^A.  If  it  was  the  fact  that  competition  had  been  closed 
that  led  me  to  introduce  it,  I  might  have  given  that  as  a  reason  for 
introducing  it. 

Q.  Did  you  not  intimate  that  if  that  provision  were  out  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  introduce  it? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  such  intimation. 
I  very  likefy  said  what  led  me  up  to  the  introduction,  the  fact  that 
competition  had  been  shut  out,  and  that  a  monopoly  had  been  created 
and  it  would  cost  the  Government  an  extra  million  and  a  half  of 
doUars. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  about  that  to  Mr.  Sherman,  about  the  million  and 
a  half  dollars? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  mentioned  the  sum.  My 
impression  is  that  I  did.  Perhaps  not  a  million  and  a  half,  it  may 
have  been  a  million  doUars. 

Q.  Mr.  lilley,  was  there  in  the  presenting  of  this  matter  in  the 
Naval  Committee  this  year  any  linking  together  of  the  four  battle-ship 
proposition  and  the  submarine  proposition? — A.  Not  a  particle  that 
1  knpw  of. 

Q.  Were  they  discussed  in  any  way  together? — A.  One  member  of 
the  committee  did  not  want  to  discuss  the  battle  ships  until  after  we 
had  acted  on  submarines. 


Q.  Which  came  first? — ^A.  On  the  battle  ships. 

QN  -  


Now,  was  there  any  suggestion  that  it  would  be  better  to  reduce 
the  number  of  battle  ships  so  wiat  the  number  of  submarines  might  be 
increased? — A.  I  do  not  recall;  there  was  no  such  motion;  I  do  not 
recollect  any  such. 

Q.  Was  tnere  any  such  discussion? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any. 

Q.  Were  the  two  propositions  entirely  related  in  any  way  in  the  dis- 
cussion in  the  committee? — ^A.  Not  to  the  slightest  degree,  except  one 
member  spoke  up  and  asked  what  we  were  going  to  do  about  subma- 
rines when  we  firat  began  to  talk  about  battle  smps;  he  seemed  to  be 
desirous  of  knowing  wiat  was  going  to  be  done  with  submarines. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  discussioii  of  the  subject? — ^A.  Xo;  I  do  not  recall 
any  discussion. 

(j-  Was  there  quite  an  animated  discussion  about  the  four  battle- 
ship proposition!— A.  Captain  Hobson  made  a  speech  on  that,  I 
think. 

Q.  How  many  days  did  the  discussion  concerning  the  increase  of 
the  Navy ^A.  One 

Q.  That  all  occurred  in  one  day? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  battle  ships  and  everything  else,  all  in  the  same  day?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  vote  apparently  is  all  mixed  up,  according  to  the  record 
here.  That  is,  the  vote  on  the  four  battle  ships  does  not  appear  to 
have  any  relation  at  all  to  the  record  on  submarines. — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  how  I  voted  at  all  on  the  battle  ships. 

Q.  The  battle  ship  proposition  was  voted  on  first? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  torpedo  boats? — ^A.  Yes. 

(J.  Finally  the  submarine  proposition? — A.  Colliers,  ammunition 
ships,  mine-planting  ships,  and  scout  cruisers  were  voted  ahead  of 
submarines — were  tnrown  out. 

Q.  Subsvrf ace-boat  proposition — did  that  come  before  or  after?— 
A.  That  came  after,  as  I  think. 

O.  You  voted  for  $400,000  for  a  subsiu-face  boat?  You  author- 
ized the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  not  to  exceed  $400,000  for  a  subsur- 
face boat? — ^A.  If  in  his  wisdom  he  thought  it  best,  he  had  authority 
to  buy  one  subsurface  boat. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  did  you  ever  say  to  any  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  submarine  proposition  had  defeated  or  interfered  with 
the  passage  of  the  battle-ship  proposition? — A.  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  I  wul  ask  you  directly,  did  you  ever  say  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  that  the  submarine  proposition  was  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  the  defeat  of  the  four  battle  ships  in  the  Naval  Committee?— 
A.  I  do  not  recall  saying  any  such  thing  to  him. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  vou  did  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  not  rather  think  you  did? — A.  No;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 
I  do  not  attempt  to  charge  my  memory  with  conversations  I  have 
with  different  people  every  day  of  a  nature  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  do  not  converse  with  the  President  of  the  United  States 
every  day? — A.  I  think  I  would  recollect  if  I  gaid  it  to  him,  and  I 
have  no  recollection  of  saying  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  having  heard  it  said  to  him  in  your  presence 
by  anybody  else? — A.  Wliv,  I  do  not  recall,  but  it  may  have  been 
said;  it  may  have  been  saicf. 

Q.  That  the  submarine  crowd  had  been  instrumental  in  defeating 
the  four  battle-ship  proposition  ? — A.  Something  of  that  nature  may 
have  been  said. 

S.  Did  you  do  it  I — A.  I  would  not  swear  that  it  was  or  was  not 

Q.  The  probabilities  are  that  it  was  said,  aren't  the}'? — ^A.  I  have 
answered  that  question  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  3'ou  ever  say  to  any  newspaper  correspondent  that  the 
submarine  crowd  had  defeated  the  four  battle-ship  proposition  or 
anythins:  to  that  effect? — A.  I  do  not  recall  it. 

b.  Did  you  ever  read  anything  to  that  effect  in  the  newspapers?— 
A.  That  fhave  said? 
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Q.  No;  have  you  ever  read  it? — A.  Yes;  I  think  I  have.  I  think 
that  there  has  \yeen  some  such  statement  as  that  in  the  newspapers. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  on  page  10  of  this  record,  that  j^ou  have  before  you 
there,  there  is  pubhsnea  an  article  from  the  Washington  Post  referred 
to  by  you  in  your  statement  before  the  Committee  on  Rules  and 
adopted  by  you,  which  you  admit  the  authorship  of,  at  the  bottom 
of  tnat  page.     The  paragraph  reads  thus: 

The  resolation  was  introduced  by  him  after  a  conference  with  the  President  at  the 
White  House  earlier  in  the  day.  It  is  understood  that  no  conclusion  was  reached  at 
this  meeting,  except  that  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Lilley  should  attack  the  position 
taken  by  the  majontv  of  the  members  of  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  and  defend  the 
recommendation  of  the  Administration. 

Now,  what  did  you  mean  by  that? — ^A.  Why,  the  correspondent  of 
the  Washington  press  had  an  interview  with  me  that  afternoon  and 
broudit  me  around  a  typewritten  copy  after  he  had  prepared  it  at 
the  New  Willard  Hotel  on  that  evening,  just  as  I  was  going  in  to 
dinner 

Q.  We  have  that ^A.  Won't  you  allow  me  to  complete  my 

statement? 

Q.  Very  well. — ^A.  I  looked  at  it  very  hurriedly,  and  I  assmned 
that  it  was  what  I  said  to  him  in  the  afternoon.  Ir  it  was,  that  was 
my  interview. 

Q.  You  adopted  this  interview  as  being  genuine  in  your  statement 
before  the  Rules  Committee,  didn't  youT — ^A.  If  it  was  what  I  dic- 
tated to  him,  it  is  genuine.  r 

Q.  It  is  an  article  that  you  accepted  before  the  Rules  Committee? — 
A.  It  is  an  article  that  I  said — ^it  is  the  only  interview  by  a  correspond- 
ent whom  I  gave  it  to  that  I  have 

Q.  I  quote  from  your  testimony  before  the  Rules  Committee  as  it 
appears  on  page  10  of  our  hearings.  You  had  been  asked  about 
several  other  interviews  which  you  nad  denied,  and  then  follows  this 
question: 

^.  Sherman.  There  is  only  one  authentic  interview,  Mr.  Lilley,  and  that  is  the  one 
you  have  identified  in  the  Washington  Poet  of  last  Friday? 
Mr.  Lilley.  Yes,  sir.'  § 

Now,  then,  is  this  that  interview? — A.  That  is  the  interview  that  I 
referred  to,  and  that  is  authentic,  if  it  is  as  I  dictated  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  accuse  the  newspaper  man  of  having  changed  it? — 
A.  I  do  not. 
►  Q.  Then  what  was  meant  by  this  phrase: 

The  resolution  was  introduced  by  him  after  conference  with  the  President  at  the 
^\llite  House  earlier  in  the  day.  It  is  understood  that  no  conclusion  was  reached  at 
this  meeting,  except  that  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Lilley  should  attack  the  position  taken 
by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee,  and  defend  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Administration.  ^ 

A.  Well,  I  did  not  dictate  that. 

Q  Then  you  now  repudiate  that  interview? — A.  Well,  I  do  not 
repudiate  having  given  to  the  correspondent  of  the  Washington  Post 
an  interview,  which  he  wrote  down,  and  which  he  can  bring  here  if  you 
desire.     He  has  it. 

Q.  You  did  say  before  the  Rules  Committee  that  that  interview 
correctly  represented  you,  did  you? — A.  I  said  that  I  gave  the 
correspondent  of  the  W  ashington  Post  an  interview,  which  was  the 
only  interview  I  have  given,  and  he  wrote  it  down  at  my  dictation. 
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Q.  And  that  is  the  one? — ^A.  If  it  is  as  I  dictated,  and  he  has  the 
original,  undoubtedly.     I  would  prefer  to  have  him  produce  it, 

Q.  Did  you  not  ^ve  that  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  Rules! 
You  read  your  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  wher- 
ever there  were  any  errors  naturally  you  corrected  it,  did  you  not  I — ^A. 
I  did  not  read  this,  and  I  have  not  read  it  since  or  before,  that  I  know 
of,  carefully.     I  did  not  dictate  to  hiTn  the  reference  to  the  President. 

Q.  Where  did  he  get  it?  How  did  he  know  that  you  had  been  to 
see  the  President? — A.  He  knew  that  l' had  been  to  see  the  President. 

Q.  How  did  he  know  that? — A.  People  down  there  knew — the 
reporters  down  thfere  at  the  White  House.  Undoubtedly  I  told 
him  that  I  had  been  to  see  the  President,  but  I  did  not  dictate  it  in 
that  way. 

Q.  I  will  read  from  your  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
page  9: 

Mr.  Dalzbll.  I  want  you  to  look  at  that  Poet  and  say  whether  that  is  the  inter- 
view that  you  are  willing  to  he  responsible  for  [submitting  copy  of  the  Washington 
Poet]. 

Mr.  LnjiKT  (after  examining  same).  Yes. 

A.  Well,  that  is  the  interview. 

Q.  That  you  said  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dalzell.  Now,  do  we  understand 
that  you  wish  to  repudiate  that  interview? — A.  No;  if  that  is  what 
I  dictated  to  him,  I  do  not  wish  to  repudiate  it. 

S.  You  looked  at  it  before  the  Rules  Committee? — A.  I  did  not 
it;  I  looked  at  it. 

Q.  You  said  you  made  yourself  responsible  for  it. — ^A.  I  looked 
at  it  and  said  that  yes,  I  had  ^iven  that  interview,  assuming,  of 
course,  that  it  is  as  I  gave  it.  I  nave  not  compared  it  with  the  dic- 
tation which  he  took  down. 

Q.  You  might  have  said  that  with  reference  to  the  New  York 
Sun  article  or  any  other  article,  that  it  is  correct  if  it  is  correct,  that 
is  what  I  gave  if  I  gave  it. — ^A.  I  had  no  interview  with  the  New 
York  Sun  at  any  time. 

Q.  This  interview  you  did  accept  the  responsibiUty  for  in  your 
testimony  before  the  Committee  on  Rules?— A.  I  have  never  taken 
this  newspaper  clipping  and  the  dictation  which  he  took  from  me  and 
compared  it.     If  it  is  printed  correctly,  it  is  my  interview. 

Q.  You  did  repudiate  a  lot  of  other  interviews,  did  you  not,  before 
the  Committee  on  Rules? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  assumed  responsibility  for  this  one? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  then,  what  is  tne  ground  of  that  phrase;  the  resolution 
was  introduced  by  him  after  conference  with  the  President  at  the 
White  House  earlier  in  the  day.  It  is  understood  that  no  conclusion 
was  reached  at  this  meeting,  except  that  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  LiUey 
should  attack  the  position  taken  bv  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  and  clefend  the  recommendation  of  the 
Administration. — A.  That  is  interjected  in  my  interview,  because  I 
never  dictated  that.  I  have  no  recollection  of  dictating  anything 
Uke  that.  lie  has  got  my  interview,  he  wrote  it  down  as  I  called  it 
off,  and  I  am  pretty  sure  that  I  dictated  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  more  significance  to  that  than  if  he  said  after 
breakfast  he  determined  to  introduce  the  resolution?  Why  was  the 
President  introduced  into  this  matter  at  all  ? — A.  He  was  not  intro- 
duced by  me.     There  were  a  large  number  of  correspondents  who 
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came  to  me  when  I  came  out  of  the  White  House,  and  at  other  times 
during  the  day,  to  know  what  conversation  I  had  with  the  President, 
and  I  declined  in  every  instance. 

Q.  Who  caUed  witn  you  on  the  President  on  that  day? — ^A.  I 
called  by  invitation  of  the  President. 

Q.  In  reference  to  submarine  matters? — ^A.  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  But  when  you  got  there  you  learned  ?^(No  answer.) 

Q.  Had  you  asked  for  an  appointment  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  about? — ^A.  It  was  about  the  naval  programme. 

Q.  What  about  it? — A.  I  do  not  recall  the  converscilion,  except 
that  he  was  for  four  battle  ships.     He  was  for  a  large  naval  programme. 

CJ.  Was  the  subject  of  the  investigation  brought  up  tnere?^A.  I 
think  it  was. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  up? — A.  I  think  that  I  said  that  I  was  thinking 
of  introducing  a  resolution. 

Q.  Did  you  not  give  him,  at  that  very  meeting,  to  understand  that 
the  submarine  question  had  in  some  way  affected  the  vote  on  the  four 
battle  ships? — ^A.  I  do  not  recaU  that  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  not  rather  think  you  did? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  spe- 
cific conversation  of  that  character. 

O.  Did  he  seem  to  have  any  impression  on  his  mind? — A.  No;  he 
had  four  battle  ships  on  his  mind. 

Q.  Yes;  we  all  understand;  you  seem  to  have  made  that  apparent. 
Did  he  seem  to  have  the  impression  that  anything  connected  with  the 
submarine  legislation  affected  the  four  battle  ship  proposition? — ^A.  I 
would  rather  he  would  be  examined  as  to  that. 

Q.  I  presume  you  would.  We  are  examining  one  witness  at  a 
time. — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  a  conversation  of  that  character. 

3.  What  did  you  say  to  him  on  that  subject? — A.  I  think  that  I 
the  President  that  1  was  thinking  of  introducing  a  resolution. 

Q.  Did  you  show  him  a  copy  of  it?— A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  do 
not  think  1  did. 

Q.  Did  you  have  it  with  you? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  led  the  President  to  believe  or  to  have 
reason  to  believe  or  to  suspect  that  in  some  way  that  the  friends 
of  certain  submarine  legislation  were  opposed  to  tne  four-battle-ship 
proposition? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  any  sucn  statement. 

Q.  We  would  like  you  to  be  pretty  positive  about  that,  Mr.  Lilley. — 
A.  WeU,  I  think  I  could  tell  you  a  man  who  might  remember  that 
conversation  better  than  I.  Captain  Hobson  was  in  the  room  at 
the  time. 

Q.  You  said  there  was  no  one  there. — ^A.  I  said  I  was  sent  for. 
I  didn't  say  there  was  no  one  there. 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  you  were  sent  for? — A.  I  think  I  had 
a  telephone  message  in  the  afternoon  before  to  know  if  I  could  call. 

Q.  Who  was  that  from? — ^A.  I  think  Mr.  Loeb. 

Q.  Had  you  previously  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  subject?— A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  how  you  voted  in  the  committee  on  the  f  our- 
battle-sMp  proposition? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  thmk  you  said  a  few  minutes  ago  you  did  not  know  how  you 
did  vote  on  it? — A.  I  do  not  remember  now  whether  I  voted  for  two 
or  four. 
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Q.  But  in  that  interview  with  'the  President  you  determined  you 
would  attack  the  position  taken  by  a  ma|ority  of  the  committee  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Administration  ^— A.  When  I  reached 
the  White  House  Captain  Hobson  was  with  the  President  and  as  I 
remember  it,  he  did  practically  all  the  talking. 

Q.  IKd  he  seem  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  submarine 
legislation  had  in  any  way  affected  the  four-battle-ship  proposition  ^— 
A.  I  do  not  recall,  Sut  it  is  not  impossible,  but  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  Well,  now,  think  it  over,  Ikfr.  Lilley,  aixd  be  pretty  positive. 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  that  was  discussed  at  your  conference  ? — A.  I  do 
not  recall  that  it  was. 

Q.  You  say  positively  that  nothing  was  said  upon  that  subject?— 
A.  That  is  tne  most  positive  statement  that  I  can  make — ^that  I  do 
not  recall  any  statement  by  either  Captain  Hobson  or  myself  except 
that  the  submarines  were  nghting  the  battle  ships. 

Q.  Did  either  of  you  tell  him  how  other  members  of  the  Xaval 
Committee  had  voted  on  the  four  battle  ship  proposition  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  know  about  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  dis- 
cussed. 

Q.  Then  he  did  not  know  whether  he  was  talking  with  friends  of 
four  battle  ships  or  opponents  to  f oiu*  battle  ships  ? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  how  he  knew  how  I  voted,  but  I  understand  that  he  talked 
with  all  the  members  of  the  Naval  Committee;  sent  for  them  at  various 
times,  even- those  who  voted  for  two.  I  think  he  was  trying  to  per- 
suade all  of  the  members  to  appropriate  for  four. 

Q.  Then  if  there  was  any  obstacle  in  the  w^ay  of  the  four,  the  Presi- 
dent would  want  to  know  what  it  was? — ^A.  Mr.  Olmsted,  I  can  not 
answer  you  any  better  or  more  intelhgentlv  than  I  have.  I  recall 
no  conversation  of  that  nature.  Captain  ifobson  was  there  present 
and  if  you  will  recaU  him,  he  may  know  something  about  it.  I  cer- 
tainly remember  of  no  conversation  between  the  President  and  myseK 
of  any  contest  between  submarines  and  battle  ships. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  happen,  then,  in  that  connection,  in  your  talk 
about  four  battle  ships  to  say  that  you  contemplated  an  investigation; 
how  did  you  mention  it  at  all? — ^A.  I  don't  know^  how  I  happened  to 
speak  about  it  to  him;  I  do  not  recall.  I  said  something  to  him,  I 
tnink,  but  I  would  not  be  positive  that  I  show^ed  him  the  resolution 
or  said  anything  to  him,  but  I  think  I  did.  Captain  Hobson  was 
there;  he  may  remember  the  whole  conversation,  but  I  never  at- 
tempted to  charge  my  memory  with 

Q.  Unimportant  details  ? — A.  With  the  discussion  that  was  carried 
on  m  regard  to  that  conversation,  except  I  do  remember  he  was  for 
four  battle  ships. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  President  you  did  not  know  how  you  had  voted 
on  that  proposition  in  the  Naval  Committee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  you  have  heretofore  testified  about  meeting  Captain 
Hobson  and  having  some  discussion  of  submarine  matters.  Where 
did  that  meeting  occur? — ^A.  The  first  time  I  met  Captain  Hobson 
I  met  him  on  the  midnight  train  at  New  Haven,  coming  to  Washing- 
ton, in  December,  I  think;  it  might  have  been  in  January. 

Q.  Either  December,  1907,  or  January,  1908?— A.  He  had  gotten 
on  at  Hartford,  as  I  remember  it;  he  had  given  a  lecture  up  there,  and 
I  had  never  met  him  and  had  never  seen  him,  but  I  recognized;^hiin 
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from  the  pictures  I  think  that  I  had  of  him.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  not 
Captain  Hobson.  He  said,  ''Yes/'  He  was  sitting  in  the  smokiM 
compartment  of  the  sleeping  car.  We  talked  there  for  perhaps  a  haB 
hour  before  I  retired. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  sleeping  car? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  get  on  the  submarine  question  at  the 
first  meeting?  Had  the  Naval  Committee  been  appointed? — A.  Oh, 
yes.  I  told  him  we  ought  to  know  each  other;  we  were  on  the  same 
committee. 

^  Q.  Then  vou  got  on  the  submarine  question  very  promptly  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir.     There  was  some  talk  about  siibmarines. 

Q.  Who  introduced  the  subject? — ^A.  I  can  not  tell. 

Q.  Is  it  not  probable  that  y^u  introduced  it? — A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  the  subsurface  boat  in  that  inter- 
view?— A.  I  do  not  recall  any  mention  of  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  mate  up  your  mind  to  support  the  subsur- 
face appropriation,  appropriation  for  a  subsurface  boat? — A.  I  did 
not  maKe.up  my  mina  until  my  name  was  called  that  day. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  make  it  up  so  quickly  then? — A.  I 
thought  I  would  give  the  Secretary  a  chance  on  one  of  those  boats,  if 
they  thought  it  was  a  proper  weapon  for  the  Navy  to  have. 

Q.  Did  vou  have  any  talk  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  about 
it?— A.  Not  any. 

Q.  Have  no  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  the  subsurface  boat? — A.  I 
have  not  had  a  talk  with  anyone  about  it. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  first  refrained  from  voting  and  Captain 
Hobson  said,  "Come  on,  Mr.  Lilley,  give  us  a  vote.''  Do  yoii  remem- 
ber something  of  that  kind  occurring? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  you  have  stated  that  pretty  nearly  correctly. 

Q.  The  Captain  had  already  voterf  with  you  on  the  submarine 
proposition? — A.  I  do  riot  know;  no,  I  thinlc  Foss  is  the  man  that 
voted  with  me  on  the  submarines.  I  think  Hobson  voted  for  the 
submarines. 

Q.  In  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Mudd's  proposition,  '^For  submarine 
torpedo  boats  to  be  contracted  for  after  such  competitive  tests  as  the 
vSecretary  of  the  Na\'y  may  prescribe,  $3,500,000,  of  which  the  sum  of 
11,000,000  is  hereby  appropriated,''  the  vote  on  this  was  Messers. 
Foss,  Mudd,  Lilley*  Ems,  Padgett,  and  Hobson. — A.  That  was  an 
amendment,  as  I  understand  it,  to  the  original  motion.  I  don't 
know  how  Captain  Hobson  voted. 

Q.  That  is  what  the  record  shows. — A.  I  knew  Captain  Hobson 
was  supporting  it,  and  he  seemed  to  think  these  subsurface  boats 
were  of  great  value.  I  jiidged  from  his  opinion  that  he  thought 
they  were  better  than  submarines  and  yielded  simply  to  his  judg- 
ment. 

The  Chairman.  Before  taking  a  recess,  Mr.  Howard,  have  you 
found  that  testimony  Mr.  Lilley  wishes  to  correct? 

Mr.  Howard.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  page  35,  Mr.  Olmsted  ask- 
ing the  questions.  In  the  compilation  you  have  you  will  find  that  on 
page  45. 

The  Chairman.  It  would  be  page  45. 

Mr.  How^ARD.  Look  on  page  45  in  the  compilation;  if  you  will 
look  there,  near  the  bottom  you  will  see: 

The  committee  baa  not  yet  made  its  report. — A.  It  has  passed  on  the  bill;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  has  been  reported  to  tne  House  or  not. 
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Q.  In  fact  it  has  not,  and  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  Naval  Committee  to  con- 
sider it. — ^A.  Yes;  and  1  sincerely  hope  they  will. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  half  past  2. 
(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2.30  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  committee  met  at  2.30  p.  m.  pursuant  to  the  taking  or  recess.) 

TE8TIM0NT  OF  GEOBGE  L.  ULLEY— Resumed. 

George  L.  Lit  ley,  being  recalled,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted. 

Q.  We  find  in  the  New  York  World  an  article  headed — 

BEATEN  AT  THE  START,  SO  LILLEY  SAYS — ^PROSECUTOR  DECLARES  WHITEWASH  ALREADY 
IS   PREPARED   IN   SUBMARINE   SCANDAL. 

[Special  to  the  World.] 

Washington,  D.  C.-,  Mortkl. 
Representative  Lilley  was  notified  to-dajr  that  the  special  committee  to  investigate 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  will  hold  its  first  regular  meeting  Monday  morning,  and 
that  he  will  be  expected  to  appear  and  furnish  whatever  information  he  has  to  as  to  cor- 
rupt practices  by  that  company.  All  names  given  will  be  treated  in  confidence  antU 
the  (witnesses  actually  appears  before  the  committee.  Moreover,  summonses  will  be 
sent  out  as  short  a  time  before  starting  as  possible.  All  hearings  are  to  be  open  to  the 
public  and  Mr.  Lilley  is  to  be  allowed  to  have  a  lawyer  present  to  coach  the  committee. 
in*spite  of  this  the  Connecticut  man  is  still  angry  because  the  Speaker  feiiled  to  appoint 
him  chairman  or  even  a  member  of  the  committee.  He  decbures  that  he  is  beaten  at 
the  start  and  that  the  whitewash  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  already  has  been 
prepared. 

What  do  you  say  as  to  the  correctness  of  that  article? — ^A.  I  have 
not  given  any  interview  of  that  character. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  of  the  statements  attributed  to  you  therein?— 
A.  I  can  not  recall  having  done  so. 

Q.  Did  you  state  that '  ^  the  whitewash  is  already  prepared, "  or  any- 
thing to  that  effect? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  recollection  of  making 
any  such  statement. 

Q.  Did  you  state  to  anybody  anything  about  whitewashing  by  this 
committee  ? — A.  I  have  not  any  such  recollection. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  put  in  writmg  any  thing  to  that  effect  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not  recall  having  done  so. 

Q.  How  about  the  rest  of  the  article.  Did  you  state  to  anybody 
that  you  were  angry  because  you  had  failed  to  be  appointed  chair- 
man?— A.  I  did  not  state  it  to  any  newspaper  reporter  that  I  remem- 
ber. Anjr  interview  with  me-  in  a  newspaper  would  be  typewritten 
and  submitted  to  me. 

Q.  If  jrou  happened  to  say  anything,  although  not  in  the  form  of 
an  interview,  in  the  presence  of  a  newspaper  reporter,  he  might  print 
it? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  having  done  so.   . 

Q.  It  appears  very  often  in  the  papers? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  had 
several  hundred  clipping  in  which 

Q.  Then  to  whom  did  you  make  that  statement? — A.  To  whom 
did  I  ever  make  it? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  making  it  at  all? — A.  I  do  not  recall  making  it. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  to  be  chairman? — ^A.  I  did  not  know.  I  had 
been  told  that  members  who  desired  to  investigate  were  given  that 
privilege  when  resolutions  were  passed. 
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Q.  By  whom  had  you  been  told  that? — A.  I  can  not  recall;  but  by 
more  than  one. 

Q.  When? — A.  Before  the  committee  was  appointed.  I  can  not 
tell  when. 

Q.  Before  you  introduced  the  resolution? — ^A.  No;  I  do  Mot  think 
it  was  before  that. 

3.  Did  you  not,  before  the  resolution  was  passed  by  the  House, 
before  it  was  acted  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Rules,  say  to  a 
member  of  the  House  that  you  expected  to  be  chairman,  and  consult 
with  him  as  to  who  should  go  on  the  committee  with  you?— A.  I 
might  have  stated  that  I  had  been  told  that  that  was  the  custom, 
but  I  never  apphed  to  the  Speaker  to  be  made 

Q.  No;  I  do  not  mean  that. — ^A.  To  be  made  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Q.  But  you  did  expect  to  be  made  chairman  of  the  committee? — 
A.  1  had  been  told  tnat  such  had  been  the  custom;  I  can  not  state 
that  I  expected  to  be. 

S.  You  took  it  for  granted  that  you  would  be? — A.  I  had  been 
so. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  state  to  anj^body,  either  verbally  or  in  writ- 
ing, that  the  committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  white- 
washing anybody,  or  that  you  were  certain  it  would  whitewash 
somebody?— A.  I  do  not  recall  having  made  that  statement. 

Q.  Or  anything  about  whitewashing? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  You  have  seen  it  very  often  in  tne  newspapers,  haven't  you? — 
A.  I  have  not  read  the  papers  very  carefullv. 

Q.  But  you  have  seen  that  statement? — ^A.  I  have  seen  that  state- 
ment. 

Q.  And  you  never  contradicted  it? — A.  I  do  not  take  it  upon  my- 
self to  contradict  all  the  things  that  appear  in  a  newspaper. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  George  W.  Gon  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  him  ?— A.  Only  what  I  saw  in  a  paper,  and 
the  fact  that  my  secretary  wrote  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  a  letter  from  him'? — A.  I  probably  did.  I 
do  not  think  I  ever  saw  the  letter,  however. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  write  a  letter  to  him? — A.  My  secretary  wrote  a 
letter  to  him. 

Q.  Did  such  a  letter  go  from  your  oflBce  as  this: 

Mr.  G.  W.  GoFP, 

The  EasihampUm  Bell  Company^  Eastkampton^  Conn. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  the  20th  and  thank  you  for  your  kind  words  of 
encouragement.  The  select  committee  to  investigate  have  akeadv  demonstrated  their 
intention  to  apply  the  whitewash  brush  wherever  they  can,  therefore  it  is  'safe  to 
assume  that  very  uttle  will  be  brought  out.  They  refused  me  the  privil^e  of  counsel 
to  cross-examine  witnesses,  and  don't  allow  me  to  ask  questions  except  by  submitting 
them  in  writine,  and  even  then  they  may  throw  out  those  which  they  deem  improper, 
which  means  throwing  out  all  important  questions.  I  believe,  however,  the  press  oi 
the  country  is  already  fully  convinced. 

Again  tlianking  you,  I  am, 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  Geo.  W.  Lillbt. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  25, 1908. 

Do  you  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  letter? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I 
dictated  that  letter. 

3379»~PT  XV— 08 3 
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Q.  I  do  not  care  who  dictated  it.  It  is  your  letter,  isn't  it? — A.  If 
you  will  let  me  see  that,  if  my  name  appears.  But  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  allowing  Mr.  Webster  to  answer 

Q.  Well,  you  signed  this  letter,  didn't  you,  no  matter  who  wrote 
it? — A.  1  do  not  think  so.  I  signed  very  few  letters,  but  I  gave  Mr. 
Webster  the  privilege  of  signing  my  name  to  letters;  he  signed  most 
all  the  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  call  Mr.  Webster. 

TESTIMOirY  OF  BElTJAMIir  WEBSTER— RecaUed. 

Benjamin  Webster,  being  recalled  and  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  have  heard  that  letter  read  ? — ^A.  Y^  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  know  about  it. — ^A.  Wny,  I  believe  I  wrote 
the  letter. 

Q»  At  whose  instance? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  anvone  suggested 
it.  I  could  not  say  definitely,  but  I  am  very  positive  that  I  composed 
it  of  my  own  initiative  entirely. 

Q.  Who  signed  it?— A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  sign  George  L.  Lilley's  name  without  his  authority?— 
A.  I  have  his  permission. 

S.  Have  you  that  permission  in  writing? — A.  No,  sir. 
r.  Lilley.  He  has  my  authority. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  that  letter? — ^A.  This  letter  in  the  pubKc 
press? 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  the  letter  from  Mr.  Goff  ? — A.  I  usually 
answer  Mr.  Lilley's  mail  within  twenty-four  hours 

Q.  Give  us  the  fact  about  his  letter. — A.  As  I  started  to  say,  I 
usually  answer  mail  within  twenty-four  hours 

Q.  I  don't  care  when  you  usuallv  answer  mail.  When  did  you 
see  that  letter  to  Mr.  Goff? — A.  Is  tnere  a  letter  from  Mr.  Goff  here? 

Q.  Certainly  there  is  a  letter. — A.  I  thought  that  was  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Goff. 

Q.  This  is  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  Mr.  GoflF.  When  did  you  see 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Goff? — A.  I  have  no  way  of  stating  that;  I  usually 
answer  mail  within  twenty-four  hours.  It  probably  came  in  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  when  this  letter  was  written. 

Q.  Who  showed  it  to  jrou? — A.  I  opened  it,  undoubtedly. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  letter? — ^A.  I  undoubtedly  have  the 
letter. 

Q.  Will  you  produce  it? — A.  With  Mr.  Lilley's  permission. 

Q.  Then  will  you  produce  from  your  letter  book  the  letterpress 
copy  of  the  reply  to  tnat  letter? — A.  With  Mr.  Lilley's  permission. 

Q.  And  do  it  right  away.  You  can  get  his  permission,  I  have  no 
doubt. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Lilley,  will  you  give  permission  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster to  produce  this  letter  from  Mr.  Goff  and  a  copy  of  the  reply,  the 
original  letter  from  Mr.  Goff  and  a  copy  of  the  reply? 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  will  give  you  a  copy  of  the  reply  and  the  original 
letter,  if  I  can  find  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now  you  have  your  permission,  Mr.  Webster. 
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TESTIMOITT  OF  GEORGE  L.  LILLEY— Resumed. 

Hon.  George  L.  Lilley,  on  being  recalled,  and  on  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows : 

The  Witness.  The  copy  of  the  letter  is  there,  and  he  can  not  get  the 
re^y  now.     It  is  not  at  the  office. 

The  Chairman.  Where  is  it? 

The  Witness.  The  copy  of  the  reply  is  at  the  New  Willard. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  give  him  your  key  so  that  he  can  ffet  it? 

The  Witness.  He  can  not  get  it.  Mrs.  Lilley  I  do  not  think  knows 
where  it  is.     I  can  get  it. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Mr.  Webster  is  your  secretary  and  he  keeps  your  letter  books, 
doesn't  he? — A.  Ordinarily. 

Q.  Is  this  of  such  special  importance,  or  of  such  especially  important 
nature,  that  it  was  not  to  be  kept  by  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Webster  dictated  and  signed  this  letter  and  you  did  not 
know  anything  about  it,  how  do  you  know  it  is  at  the  Willard  ? — ^A.  It 
is  in  my  letter  book. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that? — A.  I  have  seen  it. 

Q.  When  have  you  seen  it? — ^A.  Since  this  matter  came  out  in  the 
paper. 

Q.  You  say  it  is  signed  in  your  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  si^ed  by  you,  then? — A.  No;  it  was  not  signed  by  me. 
My  name  was  signed  to  it. 

Q.  By  your  authority  ? — ^A.  He  has  authority  to  sign  my  name ;  yes. 

O.  Having  seen  it  in  the  newspaper,  you  did  not  repudiate  it? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  have  not  repudiated  it  yet? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  repudiate  it  now? — A.  Why,  I  do  not  feel  called  upon 
to  issue  a  statement  to  the  press  repudiating  things  that  are  pub- 
lished. 

Q.  Over  your  signature? — A.  I  do  not  personally  desire  to  make 
that  charge,  if  that  is  what  you  are 

Q.  But  it  has  been  made  over  your  signature,  and  it  has  been  a 
month  now  since  it  was  published.  And  you  could  have  at  any  time 
within  that  month  withdrawn  that,  either  on  the  floor  of  the  House  or 
before  this  committee. — A.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  withdraw  it  if 
that  is  what  you  mean. 

Q.  We  want  you  to  locate  the  responsibility  for  the  charges  con- 
tained in  that  article. — A.  Well,  my  secretary  answers  nearly  all  of 
my  mail  and  he  signs  my  name  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  knew  that  this  letter  was  in  existence 
oyer  your  signature  a  month  ago.  While  this  committee  might  be 
disposed  to  pass  it  entirely  by,  it  is  such  a  gross  reflection  upon  the 
character  and  integrity  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
officers  of  it,  that  it  can  not  go  unnoted,  and  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  you  have  sworn  that  you  had  knowledge  that  it  was  in  exist- 
ence over  your  signature,  and  during  that  month  it  certainly  would 
have  been  possible  for  you,  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  to  have  explained 
it  on  the  floor  of  the  House  or  before  this  comnuttee,  if  any  explana- 
tion was  forthcoming. 

A.  Well,  I  withdraw  or  disclaim  the  charge,  if  that  is  what  you 
want  me  to  do,  if  that  is  the  idea. 
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The  Chairman.  It  is  not  a  question  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  chaige. 

A.  Well;  I  disclaim  the  chaise. 

Q.  You  had  known  for  a  naonth  that  it  had  gone  out  over  your  sig- 
nature;  and  had  been  in  the  pubUc  prints  over  your  signature. — ^A.  I 
have  kiiown  it  for  some  time;  I  suppose  it  is  a  month. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  reprima^nd  your  secretary  for  sending  out  such  a 
matter  over  your  signature  ? — ^A.  I  have  sometimes  reprimanded  him. 

Q.  That  is  all  the  answer  you  care  to  make  to  that  question*— A. 
Did  I  ever  reprimand  him? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes;  I  have  reprimanded  him. 

Q.  That  was  not  what  I  asked. 

By  Mr.  Broussard: 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  some  questions.  Do  you  mean  to  teU  this 
committee  that  you  have  reprimanded  your  secretary  with  reference 
to  this  particular  letter? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  1  want  to  know.  You  ought  to  remember  that,  because  that 
is  a  reflection  upon  the  men  who  are  associated  with  you,  and  you 
ought  to  remember  that.  I  know  you  do  not  remember  unimportant 
thmgs  such  as  a  conversation  with  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States 
upon  a  subject  affecting  this  investigation,  but  this  is  one  that  you 
ought  to  remember.  Do  you  remember  to  have  reprimanded  him  for 
writing  this  letter? — A.  I  do  not  recall  whether  I  did. 

Q.  It  is  a  categorical  question.  Of  course  the  word  *' recall"  is  a 
very  common  word.  This  is  a  categorical  question,  and  I  think  that 
I  have  a  right  to  insist  upon  a  categorical  answer.  Do  you  realize  that 
this  letter  reflects  on  all  the  membership  of  this  committee  and  those 
who  have  been  concerned  in  the  passing  of  your  resolution,  which  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  entire  membership  of  the  House?  This 
reflectSjUpon  not  only  those  who  voted  for  the  resolution,  but  the  man 
who  appointed  this  committee  and  every  man  on  this  committee.  You 
stated  a  while  ago  that  you  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reprimanding 
your  secretary  without  revoking  your  authority  granted  nim  to  sign 
your  letters,  but  you  can  not  remember  whether  you  reprimanded  him 
m  a  matter  affecting  the  interest  of  every  man  who  is  associated  with 
you  in  the  lower  House  of  Congress.  Is  that  what  you  mean  to  im- 
press upon  this  committee? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  you  did? — A.  I  am  very  sure  that  I  did. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  tell  us  that  at  the  start?  Why  did  you  leave 
the  matter  in  doubt,  on  ''recall,''  ''I  don't  think,"  or  ''I  may  have?" 
Why  didn't  you  tell  us  frankly?  You  voted  for  this  resolution  your- 
self, didn't  you?— A.  I  am  not  absolutely  positive  about  it. 

Q.  But  you  say  now  you  are  sure  you  did. — A.  I  said  I  thought  I 
did. 

Q.  You  said  just  now  you  were  sure  you  did. — A.  I  say  that  I 
think  I  did. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this  question:  Would  you  retain  in  your  employ 
an  agent  who  would  so  mislead  the  entire  public  as  to  so  depict  your 
associates  in  the  very  important  position  of  legislator  for  tiiis  great 
Republic,  including  yourself,  who,  if  I  understand  you,  voted  for  this 
resolution,  and  simply  reprimand  him  and  not  dischai^e  him?— 
A.  Well,  I  have  not  discharged  him. 

Q.  I  understand  you  have  not,  and  that  is  what  I  want  to  find  out, 
why  you  would  not  discharge  a  man  who  would  abuse  your  confidence 
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in  that  manner.  I  would  like  to  know  your  reasons. — ^A.  I  have  not 
given  that  matter  any  thought.     I  reaa  these  things  every  day 

Q.  Do  you  hold  your  honor  so  Ught  as  not  to  discharge  a  man  who 
abuses  your  confidence? — ^A.  I  have  not  discharged  him. 

Q.  But  I  want  an  answer  to  the  question.  Do  you  hold  your  honor 
so  bght  that  you  would  not  discharge  a  man  who  absolutely  betrayed 
your  confidence,  and  in  doing  so  had  affected  the  responsibiHty  or  the 
credibiUty  or  the  honesty  of  the  men  associated  with  you  ? — ^A.  I  can 
only  answer  that  by  saying  that  I  have  not  discharged  him. 

6.  Now,  who  signed  this  letter? — A.  Mr.  Webster  signed  my  name 
to  tne  letter. 

Q.  Who  signed  this  particular  letter? — ^A.  Mr.  Webster  signed  my 
name  to  it. 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  letter? — A.  I  have  a  copy  of  it. 

Q.  In  what  shape  have  yougot  it? — ^A.  I  have  a  carbon  copy. 

Q.  Does  the  name  of  Mr.  Webster  appear  as  signing  this  letter? — 
A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Where  is  that  letter? — ^A.  It  is  down  in  my  room. 

Q.  At  the  New  WiUard?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  together  with  other  letters  or  separate  and  apart  from 
other  letters  ?— A.  It  is  on  a  sheet  by  itself. 

Q.  Is  it  put  together  with  other  letters  or  apart  from  other  let- 
ters?— ^A.  It  is  witn  other  letters. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Webster  know  where  they  are? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  doesn't?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  knows  where  they  are? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Who  else?— A.  No  one  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Why  do  vou  keep  them  confined  that  way.  You  trust  Mr, 
Webster  with  tne  signing  of  letters,  yet  you  wUl  not  trust  him  with  a 
Copy  of  it.  What  is  your  reason  for  pursuing  that  particular  policy 
with  regard  to  this  letter? — ^A.  I  have  not  any  special  reason.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  trust  him  with  a  copy  of  it. 

Q.  Y?hy  didnotyouintrusthim  with  thecopy  of  it? — ^A.  I  haven't 
any. 

Q.  You  haven't  any  reason? — A.  I  have  no  particular  reason  to 
offer. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  that  letter  from? — ^A.  I  ffot  it  from  my  room. 

Q.  Where  did  you  take  it  from  him?— A.  I  aid  not  take  it  from 
him. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  it?  It  is  not  your  letter.  He  wrote  it;  he 
signed  it. — ^A.  1  took  it  down  to  the  New  WiUard  myself. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  it? — A.  From  my  office. 

Q.  From  your  office? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  any  letters  in  your  office? — A.  Why,  we  do  not 
save  them  very  long;  we  keep  some. 

Q.  Have  you  got  some  there  now? — A.  Some  letters  in  the  office. 

Q.  What  made  you  take  this  letter  from  ydur  office? — A.  I  wanted 
to  keepit. 

Q.  Why  did  you  keep  it? — ^A.  To  show  that  I  had  not  signed  it, 

Q.  So  you  were  preparing  to  shield  yourself  from  newspaper  pub- 
lications?—A.  That  naturafly  interested  me. 

Q.  How  much  did  it  interest  you?  Did  it  interest  you  sufficiently 
for  you  to  deny  it  or  affirm  it?— A.  I  have  testified  to  that. 

Q.  When? — ^A.  A  few  minutes  ago. 
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Q.  That  is  your  opinion,  but  it  is  not  mine.  I  want  to  know  the 
reason  why  you  kept  this  letter  apart,  and  the  only  reason  which  you 
have  given  was  that  you  wantea  to  show  that  you  had  not  signed 
it. — A.  No  other  reason. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  the  letter? — A.  After  this  came  out  in 
the  paper. 

Q.  What  called  your  attention  to  the  letter? — ^A.  This  article  that 
appeared  in  the  paper. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  gentleman  who  wrote  you,  to 
whom  you  replied  with  this  letter?— A.  I  am  not. 

Q.   I  ou  are  not  acquainted  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  Uves? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  business  is? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  him  at  all? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  can  get  this  book  for  us? — A.  I  can. 

Q.  Is  it  a  book  or  a  separate  letter? — A.  I  can  get  you  the  letter. 

Q.  But  you  -stated  a  nttle  while  ago  that  it  is  a  letter  book? — 
A.  It  is. 

Q.  But  you  said  a  while  ago  it  was  a  separate  letter? — A.  I  said 
it  was  separate  by  itself,  a  separate  page. 

Q.  You  mean  it  is  in  a  book,  in  a  certain  page? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  there  are  no  other  things  written  on  that  particular  page 
except  this  letter?— A.  No  other  thing. 

Q.  So  it  is  a  book,  after  all?— A.  It  is  in  a  copy  book. 

Q.  Who  has  got  the  original  of  the  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply? — 
A.  I  don't  know.     I  presume  it  may  be  down  in  the  office. 

3.  Why  did  you  not  take  the  original  letter  when  you  took  the 
y  ? — ^A.  It  did  not  occur  to  me. 

*Q.  You  simply  took  the  reply? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  Mr.  Webster  had  wntten  and  signed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  your  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Because  you  had  noticed  the  publication  of  it  in  a  paper? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  only  reason  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  the  reason  that  you  wanted  to  keep  proof  of  the  fact  that 
you  had  not  yourself  signed  it? — No  answer. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  I  do  not  understand  whether  you  have  offered  to  produce — ^you 
have  mentioned  it  once  as  a  carbon  copy,  and  another  time  as  a  letter 
book.  What  I  imderstand  by  a  carbon  copy  is  where  a  copy  is  made 
on  a  typewriter  machine  at  the  same  time  that  the  original  is  written. 
Is  that  what  this  is,  or  is  it  an  impression  in  a  copy  book? — A.  It  is 
an  impression. 

Q.  In  a  copy  book?  It  has  the  impression  of  the  signature  as  well 
as  the  body  of  the  letter? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  letters  of  this  same  kind  referred  to  this  committee 
have  been  written  by  your  secretary  and  signed  in  your  name? — ^A. 
I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  You  know  that  there  have  been  some,  do  you  not  ? — ^A.  Possibly 
there  have. 

^    About  how  many? — A.  I  do  not  know, 
dozen? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Tave  you  those  letters  at  the  New  Willard? — A.    I  think  so. 
ou  will  let  us  have  those  all  at  one  time? — ^A.  Why,  I  do  not 
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think  it  is  within  the  scope  of  this  resolution  to  examine  my  private 
conespondence. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  It  does  not  need  a  resolution  for  this  conunittee,  in  the  course 
of  its  proceedings,  to  protect  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  or,  of  this  committee.  That  may  come  up  at  any 
time,  and  it  might  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  at  once  to  report 
in  the  proceedings  to  the  House  something  entirely  collateral  and 
absolutely  independent  from  the  scope  of  this  resolution.  It  is  simply 
something  that  may  come  up  collaterally,  and  we  are  bound  to  protect 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  tne  House. 

Mr.  LnxET.  May  I  consult  with  counsel  ? 

The  Chairman.  You  may  consult  with  counsel  if  you  choose. 

Mr.  LnxET  (after  consulting  with  counsel).  The  letter  to  Mr.  GoflF 
was  written  without  my  knowledge  and  without  my  authority,  and 
without  any  authority  from  me  except  the  general  authority  to  my 
secretary  to  attend  to  my  correspondence.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  its  publication.  Such  responsibility  as  the  situation  thrust 
upon  me 

The  Chairman.  What  are  you  reading  from? — A.  I  am  reading 
from  what  my  attorney  has  written. 

The  Chairman.  A  statement  prepared  by  your  attorneys? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  should  like  to  see  a  letter  press  book  contain- 
ing a  copy  of  this  letter  and  all  similar  letters  reflecting  upon  this 
committee  and  the  House. — A.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  object  to  the  pro- 
duction of  this  correspondence. 

The  Chaersian.  We  call  for  the  letter  press  book  containing  the 
copy  of  this  letter  and  the  copies  of  other  letters  referring  to  -this 
investigation.  You  understand  the  request? — A.  I  object  to  pro- 
ducing my  private  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  You  decline  to  produce  it? — A.  I  object  to 
producing  it. 

The  Ceuorman.  What  is  the  ground  of  your  objection  ?  Let  your 
counsel  state  the  grounds. 

Mr.  Brown.  May  I  have  the  privilege  to  speak  for  my  client  ? 

The  Chairman.  "Yes;  state  fully  all  the  objections  to  producing 
these  letters  reflecting  upon  the  committee  and  the  character  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Brown.  So  far  as  the  letter  to  Mr.  Goff  is  conceme<J,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  it  has  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic press.  Of  course  it  has  been  in  circulation,  if  Mr.  Lilley  had 
been  responsible  for  its  production  it  would  create  a  situation  verv 
different  from  what  would  happen  if  he  wrote  a  letter  to  a  frienJ. 
That  letter  he  has  treated  by  itself.  He  has  denied  any  responsibility 
for  it,  except  so  far  as  his  general  authoritv  to  his  secretary  to  attend 
to  his  correspondence  may  cast  responsibility  upon  him.  That  he 
accepts,  without  repudiation  or  anvthing  olF  the  kind.  It  is  not 
intiroateii,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Mr.  Lilley  has  written  any  other  letters 
that  have  come  to  pubUc  notice.  When  it  appears  that  any  other  let- 
ter he  has  written  has  been  printed  in  the  newspapers,  then  he  will 
deal  with  the  situation  when  the  occasion  to  clo  so  arises.  So  far 
•8  anv  letters  written  in  confidence  to  friends  are  concerned,  which 
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The  Chairman.  It  is  not  a  question  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  chaise. 

A.  Well,  I  disclaim  the  charge. 

Q.  You  had  known  for  a  month  that  it  had  gone  out  over  your  sig- 
nature, and  had  been  in  the  public  prints  over  your  signature. — A.  I 
have  known  it  for  some  time;  I  suppose  it  is  a  month. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  reprimand  your  secretary  for  sending  out  such  a 
matter  over  your  signatiure? — A.  I  have  sometimes  reprimanded  him. 

S.  That  is  all  the  answer  you  care  to  make  to  that  question  ? — A. 
I  ever  reprimand  him? 
Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes;  I  have  reprimanded  him. 
Q.  That  was  not  what  I  asked. 

By  Mr.  Broussard: 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  some  questions.  Do  you  mean  to  t«ll  this 
committee  that  you  have  reprimanded  your  secretary  with  reference 
to  this  particular  letter? — ^A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  I  want  to  know.  You  ought  to  remember  that,  because  that 
is  a  reflection  upon  the  men  who  are  associated  with  you,  and  you 
ought  to  rememoer  that.  I  know  you  do  not  remember  unimportant 
thmgs  such  as  a  conversation  with  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States 
upon  a  subject  affecting  this  investigation,  but  this  is  one  that  you 
ought  to  remember.  Do  you  remember  to  have  reprimanded  him  for 
writing  this  letter? — A.  I  do  not  recall  whether  I  aid. 

Q.  It  is  a  categorical  question.  Of  course  the  word  *' recall '*  is  a 
very  common  word.  This  is  a  categorical  question,  and  I  think  that 
I  have  a  right  to  insist  upon  a  categorical  answer.  Do  you  realize  that 
this  letter  reflects  on  all  the  membership  of  this  committee  and  those 
who  have  been  concerned  in  the  passing  of  your  resolution,  which  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  entire  membership  of  the  House?  This 
reflectsjupon  not  only  those  who  voted  for  the  resolution,  but  the  man 
who  appointed  this  committee  and  every  man  on  this  committee.  You 
stated  a  while  ago  that  you  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reprimanding 
your  secretary  without  revoking  your  authority  granted  nim  to  sign 
your  letters,  but  you  can  not  remember  whether  you  reprimanded  him 
in  a  matter  affecting  the  interest  of  every  man  who  is  associated  with 
you  in  the  lower  House  of  Congress.  Is  that  what  you  mean  to  im- 
press upon  this  committee? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  you  did? — A.  I  am  very  sure  that  I  did. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  tell  us  that  at  the  start?  Why  did  you  leave 
the  matter  in  doubt,  on  ''recall,"  ''I  don't  think,"  or  ''I  may  have?" 
Why  didn't  you  tell  us  frankly?  You  vot-ed  for  this  resolution  your- 
self, didn't  you? — A.  I  am  not  absolutely  positive  about  it. 

Q.  But  you  say  now  you  are  sure  you  did. — A.  I  said  I  thought  I 
did. 

Q.  You  said  just  now  you  were  sure  you  did. — A.  I  say  that  I 
think  I  did. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this  question:  Would  you  retain  in  your  employ 
an  agent  who  would  so  mislead  the  entire  public  as  to  so  depict  your 
associates  in  the  very  important  position  of  legislator  for  tnis  great 
RepubUc,  including  yourself,  who,  if  I  understand  you,  voted  for  this 
resolution,  and  simply  reprimand  him  and  not  discharge  him? — 
A.  Well,  I  have  not  discharged  him. 

Q.  I  understand  you  have  not,  and  that  is  what  I  want  to  find  out, 
why  you  would  not  "discharge  a  man  who  would  abuse  your  confidence 
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think  it  is  within  the  scope  of  this  resolution  to  examine  my  private 
correspondence. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  It  does  not  need  a  resolution  for  this  committee,  in  the  course 
of  its  proceedings,  to  protect  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  or^  of  this  committee.  That  may  come  up  at  any 
time,  and  it  might  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  at  once  to  report 
in  the  proceedings  to  the  House  something  entirely  collateral  and 
absolutely  independent  from  the  scope  of  this  resolution.  It  is  simply 
something  that  may  come  up  collaterally,  and  we  are  bound  to  protect 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  tne  House. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  May  I  consult  with  counsel  ? 

The  Chairman.  You  may  consult  with  counsel  if  you  choose. 

Mr.  LiLLEY  (after  consulting  with  counsel).  The  letter  to  Mr.  Goff 
was  written  without  my  knowledge  and  without  my  authority,  and 
without  any  authority  from  me  except  the  general  authority  to  my 
secretary  to  attend  to  my  correspondence.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  its  publication.  Such  responsibility  as  the  situation  thrust 
upon  me 

The  Chahiman.  What  are  you  reading  from? — A.  I  am  reading 
from  what  my  attorney  has  written. 

The  Chahiman.  A  statement  prepared  by  your  attorneys? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  should  like  to  see  a  letter  press  book  contain- 
ing a  copy  of  this  letter  and  all  similar  letters  reflecting  upon  this 
committee  and  the  House. — A.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  object  to  the  pro- 
duction of  this  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  We  call  for  the  letter  press  book  containing  the 
copy  of  this  letter  and  the  copies  of  other  letters  referring  to  -this 
investigation.  You  understand  the  request? — A.  I  object  to  pro- 
ducing my  private  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  You  decline  to  produce  it? — A.  I  object  to 
producing  it. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  the  ground  of  your  objection?  Let  your 
counsel  state  the  grounds. 

Mr.  Brown.  May  I  have  the  privilege  to  speak  for  my  client? 

The  Chairman.  Yes;  state  fully  all  the  objections  to  producing 
these  letters  reflecting  upon  the  committee  and  the  character  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Brown.  So  far  as  the  letter  to  Mr.  Goff  is  concerned,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  it  has  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic press.  Of  course  it  has  been  in  circulation,  if  Mr.  Lilley  had 
been  responsible  for  its  production  it  would  create  a  situation  very 
different  from  what  would  happen  if  he  wrote  a  letter  to  a  friend. 
That  letter  he  has  treated  by  itself.  He  has  denied  any  responsibihty 
for  it,  except  so  far  as  his  general  authoritv  to  his  secretary  to  attend 
to  his  correspondence  may  cast  responsioiUty  upon  him.  That  he 
accepts,  without  repudiation  or  anything  of  the  kind.  It  is  not 
intimated,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Mr.  Lilley  has  written  any  other  letters 
that  have  come  ^  lotice.     When  it  appears  that  anv  other  let- 

ter he  has  '  en  printed  in  the  newspapers,  then  he  will 

deal  w»'  rhen  the  occasion  to  (lo  so  arises.     So  far 

as  r  confidence  to  friends  are  concerned,  which 
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Q.  But  in  that  interview  with  'the  President  you  determined  you 
would  attack  the  position  taken  bj  a  majority  of  the  committee  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Administration? — A.  When  I  reached 
the  White  House  Captain  Hobson  was  vnth  the  President  and  as  I 
remember  it,  he  did  practically  all  the  talking. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  submarine 
legislation  had  in  any  way  affected  the  four-battle-ship  proposition? — 
A.  I  do  not  recall,  but  it  is  not  impossible,  but  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  Well,  now,  think  it  over,  Mr.  Lilley,  aixd  be  pretty  positive. 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  that  was  discussed  at  your  conference? — ^A.  I  do 
not  recall  that  it  was. 

O.  You  sav  positively  that  nothing  was  said  upon  that  subject? — 
A.  That  is  the  most  positive  statement  that  I  can  make — that  I  do 
not  recall  any  statement  by  either  Captain  Hobson  or  myself  except 
that  the  submarines  were  fighting  the  battle  ships. 

Q.  Did  either  of  you  tell  him  how  other  members  of  the  Naval 
Committee  had  voted  on  the  four  battle  ship  proposition  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  know  about  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  dis- 
cussed, 

Q.  Then  he  did  not  know  whether  he  was  talking  w4th  friends  of 
four  battle  ships  or  opponents  to  four  battle  ships? — ^A.  I  do  not 
know  how  he  knew  how^  I  voted,  but  I  imderstand  that  he  talked 
with  all  the  members  of  the  Naval  Committee ;  sent  for  them  at  various 
times,  even- those  who  voted  for  two.  I  think  he  was  trying  to  per- 
suade all  of  the  members  to  appropriate  for  four. 

Q.  Then  if  there  was  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  four,  the  Presi- 
dent would  want  to  know  what  it  was? — ^A.  Mr.  Olmsted,  I  can  not 
answer  you  any  better  or  more  intelligently  than  I  have.  I  recall 
no  conversation  of  that  nature.  Captain  llobson  was  there  present 
and  if  you  will  recall  him,  he  may  know  something  about  it.  I  cer- 
tainly remember  of  no  conversation  between  the  President  and  myself 
of  any  contest  between  submarines  and  battle  ships. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  happen,  then,  in  that  connection,  in  your  talk 
about  four  battle  ships  to  say  that  you  contemplated  an  investigation; 
how  did  you  mention  it  at  all? — ^A.  I  don't  know  how  I  happened  to 
speak  about  it  to  him;  I  do  not  recall.  I  said  something  to  him,  I 
tnink,  but  I  would  not  be  positive  that  I  showed  him  the  resolution 
or  said  anything  to  him,  but  I  think  I  did.  Captain  Hobson  was 
there;  he  may  remember  the  whole  conversation,  but  I  never  at- 
tempted to  charge  my  memory  with 

(^.  Unimportant  details? — A.  With  the  discussion  that  was  carried 
on  in  regard  to  that  conversation,  except  I  do  remember  he  was  for 
four  battle  sliips. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  President  you  did  not  know  how  you  had  voted 
on  that  proposition  in  the  Naval  Committee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  you  have  heretofore  testified  about  meeting  Captain 
Hobson  and  having  some  discussion  of  submarine  matters.  Where 
did  that  meeting  occur? — A.  The  first  time  I  met  Captain  Hobson 
I  met  him  on  the  midnight  train  at  New  Haven,  coming  to  Washing- 
ton, in  December,  I  think;  it  might  have  been  in  January. 

Q.  Either  December,  1907,  or  January,  1908?— A.  He  had  gotten 
on  at  Hartford,  as  I  remember  it;  he  had  given  a  lecture  up  there,  and 
I  had  never  met  him  and  had  never  seen  him,  but  I  recognized^him 
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from  the  pictures  I  think  that  I  had  of  him.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  not 
Captain  Hobson.  He  said,  ''Yes."  He  was  sitting  in  the  smoking 
compartment  of  the  sleeping  car.  We  talked  there  for  perhaps  a  haff 
hour  before  I  retired. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  sleeping  car? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  get  on  the  submarine  (question  at  the 
first  meeting?  Had  the  Naval  Committee  been  appointed? — A.  Oh, 
yes.  I  told  him  we  ought  to  know  each  other;  we  were  on  the  same 
conunittee. 

Q.  Then  you  got  on  the  submarine  question  very  promptly? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir.     Tnere  was  some  talk  about  submarines. 

Q.  Who  introduced  the  subject  ? — ^A.  I  can  not  tell. 

Q.  Is  it  not  probable  that  you  introduced  it? — ^A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  the  subsurface  boat  in  that  inter- 
view?— A.  I  do  not  recall  any  mention  of  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  make  up  your  mind  to  support  the  subsur- 
face appropriation,  appropriation  for  a  subsurface  boat? — A.  I  did 
not  make,up  my  mina  until  my  name  was  called  that  day. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  make  it  up  so  quickly  then? — ^A.  I 
thought  I  would  give  the  Secretary  a  chance  on  one  of  those  boats,  if 
thev  thought  it  was  a  proper  weapon  for  the  Navy  to  have. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj^  about 
it^— A.  Not  any. 

Q.  Have  no  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  the  subsiu*face  boat? — A.  I 
have  not  had  a  talk  with  anyone  about  it. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  first  refrained  from  voting  and  Captain 
Hobson  said,  "Come  on,  ilr.  Lilley,  give  us  a  vote.'^  Do  j^oii  remem- 
ber something  of  that  kind  occurring? — A.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  you  have  stated  that  pretty  nearly  correctly. 

Q.  The  Captain  had  already  voted  with  you  on  the  submarine 
proposition? — A.  I  do  not  know;  no,  I  thinlc  Foss  is  the  man  that 
voted  with  me  on  the  submarines.  I  think  Hobson  voted  for  the 
submarines. 

Q.  In  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Mudd's  proposition,  '/For  submarine 
torpedo  boats  to  be  contracted  for  after  such  competitive  tests  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  prescribe,  $3,500,000,  of  which  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000  is  hereby  appropriated,"  the  vote  on  this  was  Messers. 
Foss,  Mudd,  Lilley,'  Ellis,  Padgett,  and  Hobson. — A.  That  was  an 
amendment,  as  I  understand  it,  to  the  original  motion.  I.  don't 
know  how  Captain  Hobson  voted. 

Q.  That  is  what  the  record  shows. — A.  I  knew  Captain  Hobson 
was  supporting  it,  and  he  seemed  to  think  these  subsurface  boats 
were  or  great  value.  I  jiidged  from  his  opinion  that  he  thought 
they  were  better  than  submarines  and  yielded  simply  to  his  judg- 
ment. 

The  Chairman.  Before  taking  a  recess,  Mr.  Howard,  have  you 
found  that  testimony  Mr.  Lilley  wishes  to  correct? 

Mr.  Howard.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  page  35,  Mr.  Olmsted  ask- 
ing the  questions.  In  the  compilation  you  have  you  will  find  that  on 
page  45. 

The  Chairman.  It  would  be  page  45. 

Mr.  Howard.  Look  on  page  45  in  the  compilation;  if  you  will 
look  there,  near  the  bottom  you  will  see: 

The  committee  has  not  yet  made  its  report.— A.  It  has  passed  on  the  bill;  I  da 
not  know  whether  it  has  been  reported  to  tne  House  or  not. 
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Q.  That  is  your  opinion,  but  it  is  not  mine.  I  want  to  know  the 
reason  why  you  kept  this  letter  apart^  and  the  only  reason  which  you 
have  given  was  that  you  wanted  to  show  that  you  had  not  signed 
it. — A.  No  other  reason. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  the  letter? — A.  After  this  came  out  in 
the  paper. 

Q.  What  called  your  attention  to  the  letter? — A.  This  article  that 
appeared  in  the  paper. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  gentleman  who  wrote  you,  to 
whom  you  repUed  with  this  letter? — A.  I  am  not. 

Q.   I  ou  are  not  acquainted  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  business  is? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  him  at  all? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  can  get  this  book  for  us? — A.  I  can. 

Q.  Is  it  a  book  or  a  separate  letter? — ^A.  I  can  get  you  the  letter. 

Q.  But  you  -stated  a  little  while  ago  that  it  is  a  letter  book? — 
A.  It  is. 

Q.  But  you  said  a  while  ago  it  was  a  separate  letter? — ^A.  I  said 
it  was  separate  by  itself,  a  separate  page. 

Q.  You  mean  it  is  in  a  book,  in  a  certain  page? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  there  are  no  other  things  written  on  that  particular  page 
except  this  letter? — ^A.  No  other  tning. 

Q.  So  it  is  a  book,  after  all?— A.  It  is  in  a  copy  book. 

Q.  Who  has  got  the  original  of  the  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply*— 
A.  I  don't  know.     I  presume  it  may  be  down  in  the  office. 

S.  Why  did  you  not  take  the  original  letter  when  you  took  the 
y? — A.  It  did  not  occur  to  me. 

Q.  You  simply  took  the  reply? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  Mr.  Webster  had  wntten  and  signed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  your  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Because  you  had  noticed  the  pubUcation  of  it  in  a  paper? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  only  reason  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  For  the  reason  that  you  wanted  to  keep  proof  of  the  fact  that 
you  had  not  yourself  signed  it? — No  answer. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  whether  you  have  offered  to  produce — ^you 
have  mentioned  it  once  as  a  carbon  copy,  and  another  time  as  a  letter 
book.  What  I  understand  by  a  carbon  copy  is  where  a  copy  is  made 
on  a  typewriter  machine  at  tne  same  time  that  the  original  is  written. 
Is  that  what  this  is,  or  is  it  an  impression  in  a  copy  book? — A.  It  is 
an  impression. 

Q.  In  a  copy  book?  It  has  the  impression  of  the  signature  as  well 
as  the  body  of  the  letter?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  other  letters  of  this  same  kind  referred  to  this  committee 
have  been  written  by  your  secretary  and  signed  in  your  name? — A. 
I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  You  know  that  there  have  been  some,  do  you  not? — ^A.  Possibly 
there  have. 

Q.  About  how  many? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  A  dozen? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.    Have  you  those  letters  at  the  New  Willard? — ^A.    I  think  so. 

Q.  You  will  let  us  have  those  all  at  one  time?— A.  Why,  I  do  not 
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think  it  is  within  the  scope  of  this  resolution  to  examine  my  private 
correspondence. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  It  does  not  need  a  resolution  for  this  committee,  in  the  course 
of  its  proceedings,  to  protect  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  or^of  this  committee.  That  may  come  up  at  any 
time,  and  it  might  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  at  once  to  report 
in  the  proceedings  to  the  House  something  entirely  collateral  and 
absolutely  independent  from  the  scope  of  this  resolution.  It  is  simply 
something  that  may  come  up  collaterally,  and  we  are  bound  to  protect 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  tne  House. 

Mr.  Lillet.  May  I  consult  with  counsel? 

The  Chairman.  You  may  consult  with  counsel  if  you  choose. 

Mr.  Lillet  (after  consulting  with  counsel).  The  letter  to  Mr.  Goff 
was  written  without  my  knowledge  and  without  my  authority,  and 
without  any  authority  from  me  except  the  general  authority  to  my 
secretary  to  attend  to  my  correspondence.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  its  publication.  Such  responsibility  as  the  situation  thrust 
upon  me 

The  Chairman.  What  are  you  reading  from? — A.  I  am  reading 
from  what  my  attorney  has  written. 

The  Chairman.  A  statement  prepared  by  your  attorneys? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  should  like  to  see  a  letter  press  book  contain- 
ing a  copy  of  this  letter  and  all  similar  letters  reflecting  upon  this 
committee  and  the  House. — A.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  object  to  the  pro- 
duction of  this  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  We  call  for  the  letter  press  book  containing  the 
copy  of  this  letter  and  the  copies  of  other  letters  referring  to  4,his 
investigation.  You  understand  the  request?— A.  I  object  to  pro- 
ducing my  private  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  You  decline  to  produce  it? — A.  I  object  to 
producing  it. 

The  CHAiRBfAN.  What  is  the  ground  of  your  objection?  Let  your 
counsel  state  the  grounds. 

Mr.  Brown.  May  I  have  the  privilege  to  speak  for  my  client? 

The  Chairman.  Yes;  state  fully  all  the  objections  to  producing 
these  letters  reflecting  upon  the  committee  and  the  character  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Brown.  So  far  as  the  letter  to  Mr.  Goff  is  concerned,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  it  has  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic press.  Of  course  it  has  been  in  circulation.  If  Mr.  Lilley  had 
been  responsible  for  its  production  it  would  create  a  situation  very 
different  from  what  would  happen  if  he  wrote  a  letter  to  a  friend. 
That  letter  he  has  treated  by  itself.  He  has  denied  any  responsibility 
for  it,  except  so  far  as  his  general  authoritv  to  his  secretary  to  attend 
to  his  correspondence  may  cast  responsioiUty  upon  him.  That  he 
accepts,  without  repudiation  or  anything  of  the  kind.  It  is  not 
intimated,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Mr.  Lilley  has  written  any  other  letters 
that  have  come  to  pubUc  notice.  When  it  appears  that  any  other  let- 
ter he  has  written  has  been  printed  in  the  newspapers,  then  he  will 
deal  with  the  situation  when  the  occasion  to  do  so  arises.  So  far 
as  any  letters  written  in  confidence  to  friends  are  concerned,  which 
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have  no  bearing  on  matters  within  the  scope  of  the  investigation 
conducted  by  this  committee,  which  I  understand  from  the  resolu- 
tion is  confined  to  charges  against  the  Electric  Boat  Company — so 
far  as  he  has  written  any  letters  not  referring  to  that,  but  merely 
naatters  of  the  expression  of  opinion,  whether  m  allusion  to  or  criti- 
cism of  this  committee  or  any  member  of  the  committee,  he  considers 
those  a  private  matter,  not  related  to  the  solution  of  the  questions 
before  this  committee,  and  he  believes  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  him 
to  have  the  committee  insist  that  he  produce  them,  just  as  much  of  an 
injustice  as  to  say  that  his  mouth  was  closed  and  he  could  not  in  con- 
fiaence  talk  with  friends  about  what  he  considered  to  be  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  committee  or  improjjer  conduct.  He  objects,  there- 
fore, to  producing  before  this  committee  any  letters  that  are  simply 
confidential  between  him  and  his  friends. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  any  further  su^estions  to  make  on  that 
line? 

Mr.  Brown.  Nothing  further. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Before  the  chairman  announces  the  conclusion  of  the  committee 
upon  that  proposition,  it  occurs  to  me  to  ask  you  a  few  more  ques- 
tions. Pernaps  they  have  alread]^  been  answered.  This  letter  to 
Mr.  Goff ,  which  you  testified  was  written  hj  your  secretary  and  signed 
with  your  name  under  his  general  authority  from  you,  appear^  ia 
the  Courant,  published  at  Hartford,  March  30.  xou  saw  it  about 
that  time,  or  did  you  see  it  when  it  was  written ?— A.  No;  I  never  saw 
it  until  I  saw  it  in  the  paper. 

Q.  That  was  about  tne  last  of  March. — A.  It.  must  have  been  soon 
after  March  30. 

Q.  Did  you  in  anjr  wav,  either  by  communication  with  Mr.  Goflf  or 
by  communication  with  tne  Hartford  Courant,  or  upon  the  floor  of  the 
House,  or  before  this  committee,  disavow  the  authorship  of  the  letter 
which  appears  over  your  signature?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  in  what  way  this  committee  had  demon- 
strated its  intention  to  apply  the  whitewash  brush  to  anybody  ?— A.  I 
object  to  passing  upon  the  acts  of  this  committee  at  tms  time. 

The  Chairman.  This  is  a  question  with  reference  to  your  opinion  of 
the  committee  on  March  25. 

Q.  And  which  you  have  allowed  to  stand  in  the  public  print  for 
about  a  month,  xou  say  '^They  refused  me  the  privilege  of  counsel 
to'  cross-examine  witnesses."  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  reason  or 
any  precedent  why  you  should  be  any  more  entitled  to  have  counsel 
here  to  cross-examine  witnesses  than  any  other  Member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  ?— A.  I  imderstand  the  precedents  are  that  way. 

O.  What  precedents? — ^A.  In  the  Lessler  case  and  all  election  cases 
in  tne  Senate  and  the  Smoot  case,  and  way  back  in  James  G.  Blaine's 
time. 

Q.  In  looking  up  the  precedents  did  you  happen  to  come  across 
the  case  where  General  Sherman,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was  named  in  the  resolution  and  made  practically  the  defendant  m 
the  hearing,  and  he  was  refused  to  have  even  counsel  to  sit  near  him 
and  talk  to  him,  or  to  have  counsel  in  the  committee  room  at  aU?— A. 
He  was  a  ^reat  lawyer  and  probably  able  to  take  care  of  himself. 

Q.  But  ne  wanted  other  counsel.  Did  you  come  across  that  prece- 
dent in  your  investigation? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  more  reason  why  vou  should  have  coun- 
sel here  to  examine  witnesses  than  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
should  have  counsel  to  examine  witnesses,  it  being  the  party  accused 
in  the  resolution? — ^A.  It  is  not  a  question  of  companson.  It  is  a 
question  of  the  proper  introduction  of  evidence. 

Q.  Proper  introduction  of  evidence?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  has  the  witness  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  evidence 
except  his  own?  We  would  like  your  testimony,  and  we  are  willing 
to  hear  any  statement  from  your  counsel,  but  not  that  he  shall 
testify  through  you. — A.  I  think  if  I  had  had  coimsel  to  cross- 
examme  witnesses 

Q.  Why  should  one  witness  have  counsel  to  cross-examine  another 
witness?  Did  you  need  counsel  to  draw  out  from  you  what  you 
knew  on  the  subject? — A.  I  did  not  realize  that  I  was  in  the  posi- 
tion of  a  witness.  If  I  had,  I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  given 
my  testimony  upon  the  first  day  and  leave  the  whole  situation  there. 
But  I  supposed  that  it  devolved  upon  me  to  assist  this  committee 
in  bringing  out  this. evidence,  and  that  I  had  something  at  stake 
myself. 

Q.  Did  you  have  more  at  stake  than  the  people  who  were  accused 
by  the  resolution? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  had  any  more  at  stake 
than  the  people  accused. 

Q.  They  were  denied  the  privilege  of  cross-examining  the  witnesses 
and  denied  even  the  privilege  of  cross-examining  you. — A.  Well,  I  do 
not  think  their  need  of  counsel  was  as  great  as  mine.  The  witnesses 
that  had  to  be  examined  to  substantiate  my  charges  were  witnesses 
that  were  on  the  defensive — they  were  unwilling  witnesses;  in  order 
to  draw  out  the  real  facts  it  was  necessary  to  have  counsel  to  examine 
and  cross-examine  them. 

The  CHAraMAN.  Right  there,  on  that  point,  it  might  be  just  as  well 
to  state,  on  behalf  of  tne  committee,  what  we  would  have  stated  later 
on,  in  order  to  correct  a  misapprehension  which  seems  to  be  in  your 
mind  and  which  has  been  spread  broadcast  through  interviews  attrib- 
uted to  you,  that  vou  have  been  deprived  of  some  right  in  not  being 
allowed  to  appear  here  by  counsel.  Let  me  remind  you  that  the  pain- 
ful duty  of  conducting  this  investigation  was  placed  by  the  House 
upon  tms  committee.  This  committee  is  investigating  certain  charges 
and  this  committee  has  always  had  and  still  has  the  right  to  employ 
counsel  to  conduct  the  investigation,  and  if  at  any  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings we  had  thought  that  we  needed  counsel  we  would  have 
emploved  counsel,  and  if  between  now  and  the  closing  of  the  hearings 
we  feel  the  need  of  counsel  we  have  a  right  to  employ  counsel.  But 
this  committee,  and  not  the  Member,  not  the  principal  witness,  is 
conducting  this  investigation,  and  the  right  of  a  witness  before  this 
committee  is  simply  the  same  right  as  that  of  any  of  the  other  383 
Members  of  the  House  who  are  not  present  here.  The  employment 
of  counsel  to  cross-examine  witnesses  in  conducting  this  investigation 
IS  with  this  committee  and  always  has  been.  I  trust  with  this  state- 
ment the  gentleman's  misapprehension  with  reference  to  his  position, 
that  he  has  been  deprived  of  any  right,  which  has  been  commented 
upon  80  widely,  will  be  removed.  This  committee  is  appointed  by 
the  House  to  investigate  these  charges  and  you  appear  here  as  the  one 
making  the  charges  and  having  evidence  to  give  which  we  are  patiently 
Mid  exhaustively  considering. 


1524  HEARINGS  ON    HOUSE   BESOLUTION   288. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  one  further  question,  and  that  is  whether  any  of 
these  letters  which  your  counsel  has  urged  you  not  to  produce  and 
which  you  are  asked  to  produce  were  directed  to  newspaper  people, 
the  editors,  owners,  or  others  connected  with  newspapers  in  any 
way? — A.  I  can  not  say  positively,  but  I  think  there  was  one. 

Q.  May  there  not  be  more? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  To  whom  would  it  be  addressed  or  was  it  addressed  ? — ^A,  That 
was  addressed  to  Mr.  Lathrop. 

Q.  And  with  what  newspaper  is  he  connected? — ^A.  The  Water- 
bury  RepubUcan. 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  letting  us  have  that  letter? — ^A,  It 
was  not  published,  and  therefore  I  have. 

Q.  But  that  might  have  mapped  out  the  policy  of  the  paper  and 
formed  the  basis  of  half  a  dozen  articles? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  We  can  hardly  judge  of  its  object  without  seeing  it,  but  we  will 
pass  that  for  the  present.  I  think  you  are  famiUar  with  the  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Bridgeport  Standard  of  March  25.  Do  you 
remember  the  article? — A.   Yes;  I  remember  it. 

Q.  What  can  you  tell  us  about  it? — A.  Well,  I  can  not  tell  you  any- 
thing about  it,  except  that  I  was  in  Connecticut  at  the  time  that 
article  was  written. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  wrote  it? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  it? — A.  I  think  there  is  a  correspondent  here 
for  the  Bridgeport  Standard. 

Q.  Did  not  you  get  a  telegram  from  somebody  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives or  somebody  in  Washington,  telling  you  some  facts  that 
are  similar  to  these  reported  in  this  article? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  im- 
parted that  information  to  the  chairman,  confidentially,  some  time 
ago.' 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  stating  it  publicly,  so  that  it  will  go 
on  the  record?— A.  Why,  I  object  to  stating  it;  but  I  will  state  it, if 
you  insist.     It  is  sometmng  I  gave  confidentially  to  the  chairman. 

The  Chairman.  The  omy  statement  you  made  to  the  chairman 
was  that  the  article  was  written  after  a  telegram  received  by  you 
from  somebody  in  Washington,  giving  the  information.  You  did 
not  state  who  the  man  was. — A.  Not  that  the  article  was  written 
afterwards.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  written  before  or  after, 
if  the  chairman  will  permit  me  to  correct.  The  telegram  I  got  was 
from  Mr.  Webster,  stating  that  he  understood  that  rour  gentlemen 
were  going  to  Connecticut. 

Q.  What  date  was  that  ? — A.  I  can  not  tell  jrou  the  date. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  day  of  the  week? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  Connecticut? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  when  vou  went  to  Connecticut? — ^A.  I  could 
not  tell  you  that— not  now;  i  might  be  able  to  look  it  up. 

Q.  You  went  to  Connecticut  about  the  19th  of  March,  was  it  not? — 
A.  I  could  not  recollect. 

Q.  You  have  testified  to  it  here  the  other  day  when  you  were  on 
the  stand. — A.  I  have  been  several  times  to  Connecticut.  The  testi- 
mony that  I  gave  here  on  the  stand  as  being  March  19  should  have 
been  February  19.     I  left  here  on  the  12th  of  February. 

Q.  I  am  referring  now — you  know  we  adjourned  at  one  time  for 
several  days  and  you  went  to  Connecticut  at  that  time.     And  while 


HEARINGS   ON    HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1525 

^^ou  were  gone  it  was  that  Mr.  Webster  caused  to  be  printed  that 
^Butler  correspondence  and  Creecy. — A.  I  think  that  was  about  the 
ti^ime. 

Q.  That  was  about  March  19  that  you  went  to  Connecticut? — 
-A..   I  can  not  give  you  the  date. 

Q.  You  testified  to  it  the  other  day,  and  the  record  will  show  that 
it  was  on  that  trip. — A.  The  other  day  I  testified  where  I  say  about 
t*he  13th  to  the  19th.  I  think  it  is  in  the  record  in  March.  It  should 
Inave  been  in  February.  The  time  I  left  here  was  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary and  I  returned  here  on  the  19th. 

Q.  You  said  in  your  testimony  it  was  the  13th. — ^A.  It  was  the 
12tn.  I  have  a  telegram  stating  that  I  was  registered  at  Murray  Hill 
on  the  12th.  I  wanted  to  place  that  date,  because  it  was  about  that 
time  that  this  anonymous-letter  controversy  came  up  [handing 
telegram  to  the  committee], 

Q.  We  do  not  need  that,  Mr.  Lilley.  You  said  it  was  the  12th. 
You  also  testified,  Mr.  Lilley,  as  to  the  time  that  vou  were  at  home, 
that  while  you  were  away  Mr.  Webster  had  published  the  matters  he 
obtained  in  the  court? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  reference  to  Mr!  Butler.  You  told  us  then  you  found  it  by 
looking  up  when  you  went  to  Connecticut,  I  think.  Have  you  any- 
thing from  which  you  can  tell  what  day  you  left  here  ? — ^A.  I  can  not 
teU,  perhaps  the  chairman  can. 

The  Chairman.  The  meeting  held  on  Thursday,  March  19,  1908, 
adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday,  March  26,  1908,  and  before  that  time 
notice  was  given  that  the  committee  would  assemble  on  the  following 
Tuesday.  At  that  time  the  committee  was  in  recess  from  Thursday, 
March  19,  until  Tuesday,  March  31. 

Q.  My  recollection  is  that  you  told  us  you  were  going  to  Connecti- 
cut the  very  day  we  adjourned,  or  the  next  day? — ^A.  Yes;  and  my 
impression  is  that  I  came  back  the  following  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Q.  Now,  it  was  on  that  trip  that  you  received  the  telegram  on  your 
wav  back? — A.  The  way  back. 

Q.  That  was  from  Mr.  Webster? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  said  four  members  of  the  House  had  left  for  Connecticut, 
was  it  not? 

The  Chairman.  Said  that  four  Members  of  the  House  had  left 
for  Connecticut,  at  least  the  account  says, "  to  try  and  put  a  stop 
to  this  investigation,*'  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Now,  to  whom  did  you  show  that  telegram? — ^A.  I  do  not 
recall  having  shown  it  to  anyone. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  speak  concerning  the  subject-matter? — 
A.  I  do  not  recall  speaking  to  anyone  except  Mr.  Boutell. 

The  Chairman.  J^ow,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Olmsted  left  on  the  24th 
or  the  23d  for  Harrisburg,  and  on  the  24th  I  left  for  Springfield  to 
be  present  at  the  State  convention  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  we  would 
like  to  know  what  basis  Mr,  Webster  had  for  sending  the  telegram, 
which  seems  to  correspond  with  the  kind  of  newspaper  propaganda 
that  seems  to  have  been  carried  from  that  office  in  reference  to 
this  committee  and  its  actions. 

A.  It  is  something  that  I  know  absolutely  nothing  about. 

The  Chairman.  Had  you  talked  with  Mr.  Webster  about  it  after 
you  got  back — about  this  telegram? 
"  A.  I  may  have;  I  do  not  remember;  I  can  not  tell  you. 
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TE8TIM0NT  OF  BEVJAMIV  WEB8TEB— BecaUed. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  We  will  ask  Mr.  Webster,  then.  Mr.  Webster,  do  you  remember 
sendi^such  a  telegram?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  say,  if  you  remember? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
the  words.  I  imderstand  that  the  four  gentlemen  mentioned— 
I  do  not  remember  their  names  now — and  one  other,  had  left,  or 
were  leaving  on  the  4  o'clock  train,  for  New  London. 

Q.  How  did  you  imderstand  that? — ^A.  Mr.  Wallmo  here  and  Mr. 
Spencer  were  looking  it  up,  and  Mr.  Wallmo  tells  me  he  heard  it  on 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

By  the  CShaisman: 

Q.  Who  are  Mr.  Wallmo  and  Mr.  Spencer? — ^A.  Mr.  Wallmo  and 
Mr.  Spencer,  I  understand^  of  that  paper. 

O.  You  gave  him  this  mformation,  then,  for  this  publication? — 
A.  Mr.  Wamno  gave  it  to  me,  as  I  remember  it.  He  telephoned  me 
and  asked  me  about  it. 

Q.  Is  that  as  true  as  the  other  statements  that  have  been  published 
by  this  Connecticut  syndicate  of  this  committee? — ^A.  I  have  no 
imormation  on  that  matter  at  all.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  Hke  to 
suggest  that  ;^ou  could  get  the  original  in  the  corridor  there  at  the 
tekgraph  station,  probably. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  rather  inunaterial.  The  source  of  the  ^neral 
scope  and  the  accuracy  of  the  information  is  what  the  committee  is 
after. 

TE8TIM0NT  OF  SEFBESEKTATIYE  GEORGE  L.  LILLET. 

George  L.  Lillet,  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  lilley,  you  have  mentioned  writing  one  letter  to  a  gentle- 
man connectea  with  the  Waterbury  RepubUcan  or  American A. 

Bepublican. 

Q.  What  connection,  if  any,  have  you  with  that  paper? — ^A.  None. 

Q.  Any  stock  in  it?— A.  None. 

Q.  No  ownership  in  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  in  any  way  indebted  to  you? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is,  is  the  proprietor  of  it  in  any  way  indebted  to  you? — 
A.  It  is  a  stock  company. 

Q.  Is  the  stock  company  indebted  to  vou? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  hold  any  bond  of  the  stock  company?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  hold  any  notes  of  the  stock  company? — ^A.  I  do  not.  There 
are  some  bonds  owned  in  my  family. 

Q.  How  many? — A.  Twenty-five  thousand,  I  think. 

%0f   the   Waterbury   Republican,   your   immediate   family? — 
es. 
Q.  Your  son? — A.  And  mother. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  writes  the  Washington  articles  for  that 
paper? — A.  I  do  not.     Associated  Press,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  is  the  editor  of  it? — A.  Mr.  Lathrope. 
Q.  Is  he  the  gentleman  to  whom  you  wrote  the  letter? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
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Q.^  The  course  of  that  paper  generally  meets  with  your  approval  ? — 
A.  Not  always. 

Q.  In  what  particular  does  it  not  for  the  last  sixty  days. — ^A.  There 
are  a  good  many  things  that  have  appeared  in  the  last  sixty  days 
that  did  not  meet  with  my  approval. 

Q.  What  is  the  entire  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  stock  company 
of  that  paper,  if  you  know? — A.  Twenty-five  thousand  in  bonds  and 
thirty  thousand  in  stock. 

Q.  You  own  the  bonds? — ^A.  They  are  owned  in  my  family. 

Q.  Is  any  stock  owned  in  your  family? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  stock  worth  anything? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  stock  worth? — A.  Do  you  want  to  buy?  I  have 
none  to  sell;  I  do  not  know;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  for  sale.  It 
is  owned  by  the  most  prominent  Republicans  in  Connecticut. 

Q.  That  would  not  leave  you  out,  that  description. — ^A.  Some  of 
the  most. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  you  have  handed  to  this  committee  an  affidavit 
made  by  Charles  M.  Robertson.  Do  you  know  Charles  M.  Robert- 
son?— ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives? — A.  New  Haven,  I  imderstand. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  one  end  of  his  affidavit  is  dated  in  New 
Haven  and  the  other  in  Bridgeport? — A.  I  do  not;  I  did  not  know 
it  was  so  dated. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Henry  Catlin? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lives?— A.  I  knew  where  his  people 
lived,  but  I  have  forgotten;  somewhere  in  Maryland. 

Q.  I  merely  called  attention  to  the  fact  as  tne  affidavit  is  made  in 
New  Haven  and  dated  in  Bridgeport.  Where  did  you  get  that 
affidavit?— A.  Where  I  got  it? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  It  was  mailed  to  me. 

Q.  From  where? — A.  New  Haven  or  Bridgeport;  Bridgeport,  I 
think. 

Q.  By  whom? — A.  By  Mr.  Foster. 

Q.  Mx.  Carl  Foster?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Any  letter  with  it?— A.  Yes;  a  line,  I  think,  saying  that  he 
inclosed  it. 

Q.  Did  he  say  what  should  be  done  with  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  why  Mr.  Robinson  could  not  be  introduced  as  a 
witness? — A.  I  assume  that  he  can  be  produced. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  where  he  lived? — A.  New  Haven. 

Q.  I  infer  from  this  that  in  1900,  eight  years  ago,  Mr.  Robinson 
Diet  Mr.  Catlan,  whom  he  described  as  a  gentleman  with  most  pleas- 
ing and  charming  manners  and  as  a  most  plausible  talker,  but  he  did 
iiot  say  where  Mr.  Catlan  lived. — A.  He  lived  at  Washington  the 
time  Mr.  Robinson  knew  him. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  meet  that  gentleman  if  I  knew  where  to  find 
him.  Mr.  Lilley,  do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  S.  A.  Jenkins  ? — 
A.  I  do  not  recall  the  name  at  present. 

Q.  Do  not  remember  ever  having  heard  of  him?     I  have  no  reason 
to  think  that  you  have;  I  am  only  asking  because  I  am  trying  to  find 
o\it  who  he  is. — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  such  a  man. 
^  Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  did  you  know  Mr.  Whitney— F.  B.  Whitney?— A. 
No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  him  at  all  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  man 
unless  it  is  the  Whitney  that  has  been  summoned  here,  and  I  do  not 
know  as  I  know  him.  I  was  introduced  to  him  once  in  passing;  had 
no  conversation  then  with  him. 

S.  When  was  that? — A.  Why,  it  was  in  the  lobby  of  the  New  Wil- 
;  I  could  not  tell  vou  was  it  two  or  three  months  ago. 

Q.  Who  introduced  him  to  you  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  I  wish  vou  would  try  to  recollect,  if  possible. — ^A.  Well,  I  can 
not  state  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

Q.  As  near  as  you  can. — ^A.  It  may  have  been  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  It  most  likely  was  Mr.  NeflF.  was  it  not? — ^A.  I  should  think  it 
would  b^  as  likely  to  have  been  nim  as  anyone;  there  was  a  crowd 
there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  conversation  occurred? — A.  There  was 
no  conversation  between  Mr.  Whitney  and  me. 

Q.  It  was  a  mere  introduction  ? — ^A.  It  was  a  mere  introduction. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  communication,  received  any  letters,  from 
him  or  messages,  or  directed  anv  to  Mr.  Whitney? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Or  have  you  received  any  from  him  in  any  way? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Through  your  secretary  or  others? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Are  you  still  of  the  opinion,  Mr.  LUley,  that  submarines  are  not 
of  much  account  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  they  are  a  valuable  article.  I 
think  they  are  in  an  experimental  stage. 

Q.  But  you  voted  on  the  10th  of  February  for  $3,500,000  appro- 

{)riation  for  them? — A.  No;  I  think  not.     I  voted  for  an  amendment, 
eeling  that  the  amendment  was  better  than  the  motion,  but  I  voted 
against  the  motion. 

O.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  I  want  to  get  this  straight.  On  the  minutes 
of  that  meeting,  beginning  at  pajge  423  of  the  printed  copy  of  our  hear- 
ings, it  states  that  Mr.  Mudd  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Loudenslager: 

For  submarine  torpedo  boats,  to  be  contracted  for  after  such  competitive  test  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  prescribe,  $3,500,000,  of  which  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  15 
hereby  appropriated. 
The  vote  on  the  substitute  by  Mr.  Mudd  waa  recorded  as  follows: 
In  the  affirmative  Messrs.  Foss,  Mudd,  Lilley,  Ellis,  Padgett,  Hobson. 

You  voted  for  that  proposition  ? — ^A.  I  voted  for  that  amendment ; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  that  had  been  adopted  that  would  have  been  in  the  naval 
appropriation  bill? — A.  It  would  have  been,  instead  of  the  one  that 
went  m. 

Q.  You  were  opposed  to  the  Loudenslager  amendment,  which  has 
in  it  the  proviso  ^*  unless  on  or  before  October  1,  1908,  a  submarine 
torpedo  boat  of  a  different  type,''  etc.;  you  voted  against  that? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  did  vote  for  an  appropriation  of  three  million  and  a  half, 
subject  to  such  tests  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  might  prescribe? — 
A.  I  voted  for  it  as  an  amendment. 

Q.  If  that  had  carried  that  would  have  been  a  provision  in  the 
naval  bill? — A.  I  would  have  voted  against  that  if  it  had  been  the 
original  motion. 

Q.  It  was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  another  motion? — A.  It  was 
better  than  the  other  motion,  but  I  would  have  voted  against  it.  if 
it  had  been  an  original  motion. 
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Q.  I  think  you  did  vote  for  three  million  the  year  before? — A.  Yes 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  offer  any  amendment  in  the  Naval  Committee  reduc- 
ing the  amount  of  the  appropriation  ? — A.  I  did  not  offer  any  amend- 
ment at  all.  I  will  add  tliere,  for  the  reason  that  I  knew  it  would  be 
of  no  avail. 

Q.  We  sometimes  vote  our  principles  and  belief  whether  they 

Prevail  or  not.  Mr.  Lilley,  how  did  you  come  to  ask  us  to  subpoena 
rank  L.  Edinborough,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.  ? — A.  After  an  interview 
^^ith  ayoung  man  who  is  a  correspondent  of  some  Michigan  paper. 

Q.  Who  was  he? — A.  He  was  here  early  in  the  session;  he  has 
not  been  here  lately. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  name? — A.  I  think  it  is  Cameron,  but  I  am 
not  sure. 

Q.  What  newspaper? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  WTiat  did  he  tell  you? — A.  He  came  into  my  room  once  for 
some  news  and  sat  down  on  a  chair  by  my  desk,  and  I  think  he  had 
some  clippings  from  some  papers  there  showing  an  interview  with 
Gordon  and  an  interview  with  Loud,  or  else  it  was  an  interview  with 
Loud  and  Edinborough,  and  I  asked  him  some  Questions  about  who 
was  running,  or  who  had  run  out  there  as  a  candidate  a  few  years  ago, 
or  had  been  mentioned,  and  he  told  me  Judge  Gordon,  but  he  could 
not  give  me  his  initials,  and  then  he  told  me  about  Edinborough  being 
a  candidate  at  the  present  time,  and  I  asked  him  where  he  lived  and 
what  his  initials  were.  He  could  not  give  me  Gordon's  initials  at 
that  time,  but  brought  them  in  afterwards  and  gave  them  to  Mr. 
Webster. 

Q.  The  paper  to  which  you  referred,  was  that  the  Detroit  News? — 
A.  I  would  not  attempt  to  say  what  paper  it  was. 

Q.  You  handed  in  a  copy  to  the  committee  here  when  you  gave 
your  testimony,  I  think,  tlie  first  day  ? — A.  There  was  a  discrepancy 
between  Mr.  Loud  and  Mr.  Edinborough,  I  think,  in  the  interview 
published. 

Q.  It  appears  here  on  page  30  of* the  hearings;  you  handed  us  cer- 
tain new^spaper  articles,  the  first  one  of  which  is  the  Detroit  News, 
Detroit,  Mien.,  Friday,  February  21.  1908,  containing  a  Washington 
dispatch  bearing  the  same  date,  in  wnich  that  refers  to  Mr.  Loud  and 
Mr.  Edinborough.  Is  that  the  paper  to  which  you  refer? — A.  I 
think  very  likely  it  is. 

Q.  There  seems  to  have  been  another  one  from  the  same  paper 
immediately  following  it,  Februarv  22^  1908.  Was  it  the  correspond- 
ent of  that  paper  that  you  got  tnis  mformation  from,  asking  us  to 
subpoena  Mr.  Edinborough? — A.  From  this  young  man. 

Q.  From  that  young  man,  who  you  think  represented  the  news- 
paper?— ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Whose  name  you  think?— A.  Was  Cameron,  I  think. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  him  before  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that  I  have. 

Q.  Then  you  asked  us  to  subpoena  a  witness  on  the  statement  of  a 
strange  young  man  whose  name  you  do  not  remember  and  whom  you 
had  never  seen  before  ? — A.  Well,  I  knew  there  had  been  a  man  out 
there  in  the  employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  but  I  did  not 
know  his  name. 

Q.  Edinborough  had  never  been  employed  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Company? — ^A.  Gordon  had. 
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Q.  I  am  talking  about  Edinborough. — A.  I  did  not  know  his  name 
or  know  of  him. 

J.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  this  anonymous  communication 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Edinborough  on  the  15th  of  February  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  know  about  it  ? — A.  When  Mr.  Edinborough 
passed  it  up  to  the  committee. 

Q.  Had  you  had  any  corresoondence  with  Mr.  Edinborough  before 
he  reached  Washington? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  it  happened  that  he  went  direct  to  see  you  at 
your  hotel  when  he  arrived  tnere  % — A.  He  did  not  go  direct. 

Q.  I  think  he  said  that  is  the  first  place  he  went  and  you  were  the 
first  person  he  saw. — ^A.  He  called  me  up  from  the  Metropolitan 
Hotel  and  wanted  to  know,  ''Is  this  Mr.  Lilley?'*  and  if  I  wanted  to 
see  him. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  him  before? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  you  did  want  to  see  him? — A.  I  told  him  if  he 
wanted  to  come  up  to  see  me  I  would  see  him. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  wished  to  report  to  you? — ^A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  why  did  you  not  introdnce  the  resolution  before  the 
naval  committee?— A.  I  had  never  fully  decided  to  introduce  the 
resolution  until  the  actions  of  the  committee  on  the  day  the  appro- 
priations were  made.  That  was  the  culmination  of  a  last  straw,  if 
you  please  to  put  it  that  way,  and  even  then  I  hesitated  some  days. 

Q.  If  they  had  voted  for  what  you  call  open  competition,  I  believe 
you  already  stated,  you  would  not  have  felt  it  necessary  to  introduce 
the  resolution. — A.  Well,  I  had  not  decided  to  introduce  it. 

Q.  I  did  ask  you  if  you  had  any  communication  from  Mr.  Edin- 
borough. Now  I  want  to  ask  you  whether  you  or  anyone  else,  so  far 
as  you  know,  have  written  any  letter  to  Mr.  Edinborough? — ^A.  Yes; 
I  think  my  secretary  wrote  him  a  letter. 

Q.  When? — ^A.  I  can  not  say  just  when;  some  time  in  March. 

Q.  Soon  after  his  appearance  here? — ^A.  Oh,  before;  some  time 
before. 

Q.  Whose  name  was  signed  to  it? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  he  wrote? — A.  Becaxisel  learned  afterwards 
that  he  had  written. 

Q.  Have  you  that  letter? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  has? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  existence.  I  do  not  know 
who  has  got  it  if  it  is. 

Q.  Did  a  reply  come  to  that  letter? — ^A.  Not  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Your  name  was  signed  to  that  letter,  was  it  not? — ^A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Whose  name  was? — ^A.  My  impression  is  that  some  Smith;  I 
do  not  know  the  initials. 

Q.  Does  your  secretary  sign  just  anybody's  name  he  chooses? — A. 
I  think  he  did  in  this  instance. 

Q.  Signed  the  name  of  Smith? — A.  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  'W^ere  was  the  reply  to  be  sent  ? — A.  I  think  at  his  house,  where 
he  lived. 

Q.  Did  you  see  or  know  anything  of  the  letter  before  it  was 
mailed? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Webster  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  substance  of  the  letter? — ^A.  It  asked  if  he  could 
state  who  was'  talked  of  in  that  district  two  years  ago  as  a  candidate 


HEARINGS  ON   HOUSE  BESOLUTION  288.  1531 

for  ConOTess,  and  whether  it  was  the  same  man  employed  by  the 
Electric  JBoat  Company. 

<^.  Why  do  you  suppose  he  signed  the  very  imusual  name  of 
Snuth?— A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Why  do  you  suppose  Mr.  Webster  wanted  to  find  out  who  ran 
for  Congress  in  Maine* — ^A.  Mr.  Webster  was  familiar  with  the  cir- 
cumstance. 

Q.  He  did  not  want  it  for  the  Waterbury  Republican,  did  he? — A. 
No;  I  think  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  letters  or  do  vou  know  of  any  letters  in  existence 
now  written  by  Mr.  Edinboroughi— A.  I  do  hot. 

The  CHAmMAN.  Mr.  Webster,  will  you  take  the  stand  a  minute  and 
tell  us  s^out  Mr.  Smith? 

BENJAMHf  WEBBTEBr-EecaUed. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  not  an  apparently  humorous  matter  either, 
I  may  state,  Mr.  Webster. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Mr.  Webster,  have  you  ever  written  any  letters  to  Mr.  Frank  L 
Edinborough,  Bay  City,  Mich.  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When?— A.  I  think  it  was  about  March  5  or  6. 

Q.  Of  this  year? — ^A.  Of  this  year. 

Q.  What  md  you  say  in  that  letter? — A.  I  asked  Mr.  Edinborough, 
I  do  not  remember  the  exact  wording,  but  what  I  wanted  to  ascertain 
was  if  a  candidate  had  been  brought  out  against  Mr.  Loud  two  years 
ago,  and  who  it  was  if  there  was  such  a  candidate. 

Q.  Now,  who  suggested  to  you  the  writing  of  such  a  letter? — ^A.  I 
heard  this  discussion  between  Mr.  Lilley  and  the  newspaper  man, 
Detroit  newspaper  man,  and  Mr.  Lilley  said  that  he  did  not  care  to 
write  for  the  information,  so  I  ori^ated  this  scheme  of  getting  the 
information,  to  which  I  never  received  a  reply. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Lilley  that  you  had  oriraiated  the  scheme?— 
A.  I  told  him  the  other  evening  the  fact  that  I  had  written. 

Q.  How  long  ago  did  you  tell  him? — A.  I  think  it  was  Sunday 
night  I  told  him. 


Q.  Last  Sunday  night? — A.  Last  Simday  night. 


You  showed  him  a  copy  of  the  letter? — A.  I  kept  no  copy  of 
the'letter;  I  wrote  it  at  home  in  the  evening  on  a  piece  of  note  paper. 

Q.  I  think  Mr.  Lilley  just  said  that  he  had  seen  the  letter;  I  may 
be  mistaken. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Did  you  not,  Mr.  Lilley? 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  had  seen  the  letter;  yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  show  it  to  Mr.  Lmey? — A.  I  never  showed  it  to 
Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  What  name  did  you  sign  to  it? — A.  Mr.  Smith,  I  think. 

Q.  What  one  of  that  famify? — A.  I  have  forgotten  whether  it  was 
Charles  or  John;  Charles  Smith  or  John  Smith. 

Q.  What  was  your  curiosity  to  know  who  was  running  for  Con 
gress  out  in  Michigan  two  years  ago  ? — A.  I  had  heard  the  conversa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  Mr.  Lilley  thought  it  would  be 
improper  for  him  to  write, 
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Q.  Who  suggested  anything  about  him  writing  1 — ^A.  Mr.  Ldllejr 
ana  this  newspaper  man  had  a  discussion  as  to  mko  was  the  candi- 
date. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  tell  the  newspaper  man  or  teU  you  it  would  be 
improper  for  him  to  wxite  ? — A.  I  tnink  he  remarked  to  the  newspaper 
man.  and  the  newspaper  man  was  going  to  find  out,  and  he  came  in 
and  he  gave  us  the  names  of  Mr.  Gordon  and  Edinborough  and  their 
addresses.  I  think  it  was  the  following  day  he  came  in  and  gave  Mr. 
Edinborough's  and  Gordon's  addresses. 

Q.  What  was  your  interest  in  the  contest  out  in  Michiran  two 
years  ago? — A.  I  gathered  from  the  conversation  that  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  haa  brought  out  a  candidate,  and  I  wished  to  ascer- 
tain.    That  was  my  question  in  that  letter  to  Mr.  Edinborough. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  that  affect  you?— A.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would  affect  me  in  any  way. 

Q.  Did  you  give  Mr.  Lilley  to  understand  that  you  would  write? — 
A.  I  think  the  nrst  time  I  tmd  him  about  it  was  this  Sunday  evening. 

Q.  Last  Sunda}^  evening? — ^A.  Last  Sunday  evening.  I  never  hiwi 
received  a  reply. 

Q.  Now,  to  whom  else  have  you  written,  either  in  your  own  name  or 
the  name  of  Smith,  or  any  other  name,  concerning  any  matter  which 
may  possibly  concern  this  investigation? — A.  I  testified  on  Friday, 
I  believe,  I  had  written  several  letters  to  Waterbury  city  editor  and 
American  last  fall.     Only  one  since  February  20.  I  beUeve. 

Q.  How  many  letters  have  you  written  to  wnich  you  signed  Mr. 
Lilley's  name? — A.  Average  about  twenty — twenty-five  a  day, 
perhaps. 

S,  1  mean  relative  to  this  investigation? — ^A.  There  might  be 
ve  or  fifteen. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  Mr.  Lilley's  name,  or  did  he  sign  his  own  name? — 
A.  To  letters  that  I  had  written? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  That  I  wrote  myself  I  signed. 

Q.  Did  you  write  any  of  a  similar  character  to  the  one  sent  to  Mr. 
Goff? — ^A.  I  recall  nothing  except  that  one. 

Q.  Similar  sentiments  in  reference  to  this  committee? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  do  not  recall  anything  of  that  nature. 

Q.  Or  similar  nature? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Commenting  upon  the  committee  in  any  way? — ^A.  Undoubt- 
edly everyone  had  some  sort  of  a  comment. 

Q.  Any  of  them  written  to  newspaper  people? — ^A.  The  only  letter 
that  I  have  ever  written  to  the  newspaper  men  was  this  one  letter  to  the 
city  editor,  which  I  wrote  in  reference  to  Mr.  Early's  appointment  to 
a  clerkship  and  expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

Q.  Did  you  not  write  one  a  little  later? — ^A.  1  do  not  remember 
whether  he  gave  that  to  me  or  to  the  stenographer;  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  idea  that  you  embodied  in  that  letter  to 
Mr.  GoflF  to  which  you  signed  Mr.  Lilley's  name? — ^A.  I  got  that  idea 
from  the  gentleman  who  had  been  here  to  the  hearings  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  had  come  into  the  room,  and  also  newspaper  critics. 

Q.  What  ffentlemen? — ^A.  I  have  some  newspaper  cuppings  here  in 
my  pocket  tnat  came  in  about  that  time.  If  the  committee  care  to 
look  at  them;  they  are  criticising  the  committee.  There  is  one  here 
that  I  had  no  authority  for  that,  perhaps  the  committee  would  like 
to  see  them  before  I  read  them.  [Newspaper  clippings  handed  to  the 
committee.] 
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Q.  From  what  person  coining  into  the  room? — ^A.  At  that  time 
Mr.  Matthew  O'Bnen,  a  representative  of  the  prohibition  movement 
here,  was  apparently  feeling  that,  he  had  not  been  treated  on  the 
square  by  Congress.  He  had  been  to  the  hearings  and  he  did  not 
have  a  favorable  impression  of  the  method  of  conducting  the  hearing. 
He  ^ve  me  most  of  my  pointers  on  the  hearings.  As  to  the  word 
''whitewash/'  I  had  seen  that  in  the  newspapers  a  good  many  times. 
Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  embodied  tne  subject-matter  of  news- 
paper clippings  and  desultory  conversations  in  letters  to  which  you 
signed  Mr.  Liuey's  name? — ^A.  The  letters  to  which  the  replies  would 
come  would  be  letters  statins  the  opinion  was  that  the  committee 
intended  to  whitey^ash  the  whole  matter.  I  think  I  got  that  letter 
from  the  newspaper  clippings. 

Q.  Did  you  m  that  letter  to  Mr.  Goff  state  that  the  committee  would 
whitewash  the  whole  matter? — ^A.  I  could  not  state  that  was  not  it; 
I  do  not  remember  that  particular  letter. 

Q.  It  was  from  all  those  newspapers  from  which  you  gathered  that, 
in  which  Mr.  Lilley  was  reported  to  have  so  said  to  the  New  York 
World.     You  heard  it  reaa  a  Kttle  while  ago — the  newspaper  cUp- 

ing. — A.  That  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  seen  that  cUpping  or 

eard  of  it. 


E 


By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  Detroit  newspaper  man  came  into 
the  office  and  talked  with  Mr.  Lilley?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  anybody  else  there? — ^A.  I  think  not;  I  think  he  came  in 
one  afternoon,  about  1  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  March  4,  it  I  can 
place  the  date  according  to  the  letter. 

Q.  It  was  before  this  committee  was  appointed? — ^A.  I  do  not  have 
in  mind  the  date  on  which  the  committee  was  annoimced.  I  think 
it  was  on  March  4  he  came  in. 

Q.  How  do  you  place  that  date? — ^A.  The  committee  simply  com- 
mented upon  my  lack  of  memory,  and  Mr.  Brown  suggested  I  should 
think  over  everything  pretty  carefully  before  testifying  again  and  be 
prepared  to  give  as  many  dates.  I  remember  that  letter  I  wrote;  it 
was  about  March  5  or  6,  and  it  was  a  day  or  two  before. 

Q,  What  memorfindum  have  you  to  show  the  date  on  which  you 
wrote  that  letter f--A.  I  just  took  this  by  comparing  the  records 
and  the  hearings  and  different  things  that  I  placed  these  dates,  and  I 
place  it  on  a  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  night,  as  I  remember. 

Q.  About  March  4? — A.  March  5, 1  think,  or  6. 

Q.  This  committee  was  named  by  the  Speaker  on  March  6,  so  that 
this  letter  was  written  before  the  day — ^before  the  appointment  of  the 
committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  call  of  the  Detroit  newspaper  man  was  the  day  before 
that? — ^A.  That  is  my  impression;  I  could  not  place  the  day  ne  came 
in,  with  any  accuracy. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  copy  of  that  letter? — ^A.  I  went  home^  and  I 

1'ust  took  a  piece  of  note  paper  and  wrote  it  with  a  pen  and  mk.     I 
:ept  no  copy  and  mailed  it  m  the  evening  about  9  o  clock. 

Q.  Will  you  state,  if  you  can  recall,  exactly  the  contents  of  that 
letter  ♦ — ^A.  I  beUeve  I  had  learned  that  he  was  Senator  Frank  Edin- 
borough,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.  I  said, '  'My  Dear  Senator."  I  believe  it 
contamed  the  information  also  that  he  was  a  candidate  against  Mr. 
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Loud,  and  asked  him  if  he  could  give  this  information  in  reference  to 
any  candidate  being  brought  out — or  rather  that  Mr.  Edinborou^h 
had  been  Mr.  Loud's  secretary  and  wanted  to  know  whether  he  comd 
give  any  information  as  to  who  was  brought  out  as  a  candidate  for 
nomination  two  years  ago,  and  if  so,  he  would  send  on  the  name  and 
the  address  of  the  man.  I  have  forgotten  whether  I  siiggested  Mr. 
Gordon's  name  or  not;  I  may  have  suggested  that  in  the  letter,  hav- 
ing heard  it  that  afternoon,  and  may  not.  I  could  not  state  if  Mr. 
Gordon's  name  was  included  in  the  letter  or  not. 

Q.  What  statement  did  you  make  in  the  letter  whv  you  wrote  the 
letter?— A.  I  do  not  know  as  I  gave  any  reason  at  all;  just  asked  for 
the  information. 

Q.  Did  you  not  indicate  in  any  way  to  Senator  Edinborough  why 
you  addressed  him? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  address  for  the  reply  did  you  give? — A.  334  Indiana 
avenue. 

Q.  Is  that  where  you  live? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  inclose  a  stamp  for  reply? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that;  I 
generally  do.  That  is  my  custom,  out  I  would  not  be  positive 
whether  one  was  in  or  not. 

Q.  And  you  received  no  reply? — ^A.  No  reply. 

Q.  What  paper  was  it  that  that  reporter  said  he  represented  here 
when  he  called  on  Mr.  lilley? — A.  A  Detroit  paper,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber what  the  name  was;  he  probably  mentioned  it.  I  could  identify 
the  young  man  if  I  saw  him  again.  I  have  seen  him  around  several 
times. 

Q.  Did  he  state  the  name  of  the  paper  at  that  time? — ^A.  I  could 
not  say  definitely  any  more  than  Detroit.  I  know  that  he  was  a 
Detroit  correspondent.     I  could  not  give  the  rest  of  the  title. 

Q.  You  heard  the  conversation?— A.  Yes,  sir — that  is,  I  heard 
parts  of  it.     I  was  typewriting. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  he  tell  Mr.  Lilley  at  that  time;  just  give  the 
words  as  said,  if  you  can  remember  them. — ^A.  If  I  remember  it 
rightly  Mr.  Lilley  asked  him  what  he  knew  about  poUtical  conditions 
out  there,  and  he  said  he  beUeved  that  there  was  a  general  rumor  that 
a  candidate  had  been  brought  out  against  Mr.  Loud,  and  I  think  he 
mentioned  the  fact  that  it  was  Mr.  Gordon,  but  I  am  not  positive 
on  that  point  whether  he  did  mention  it  or  not.  He  was  going  to 
look  it  up,  and  came  in  either  the  day  after  or  two  days  after  and 
gave  me  these  two  names.  He  gave  me  the  addresses;  I  do  not 
remember  whether  he  gave  me  the  names  or  not.  My  impression  is 
it  was  after  I  received  the  names  that  I  wrote  him  the  letter  that 
evening^  after  I  got  the  address  of  Mr.  Edinborough. 

Q.  Did  he  inmcate  that  Mr.  Edinborough  had  had  anj  previous 
connection  with  Mr.  Loud  ? — ^A.  I  beUeve  that  came  out  m  the  con- 
versation— that  he  had  been  Mr.  Loud's  secretary. 

Q.  Did  this  reporter  come  in  to  get  any  news?— A.  Yes;  I  beUeve 
he  was  around  looking]^or  news.  I  believe  that  is  what  he  said  when 
he  came  in.  I  do  not  remember  what  his  manner  was,  simply  came 
in  and  sat  down;  others  come  in  and  ask  questions. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  Mr.  Lilley  or  you  concerning  any  news  about  this 
submarine  matter? — ^A.  I  have  not  any  recollection  on  that  point.  It 
is  very  possible  that  he  did,  but  I  have  no  recollection.    As  I  nave  said, 
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I  was  bus^  at  the  machine  when  he  first  came  in  and  I  finished  a  letter 
or  something  the  latter  part  of  the  conversation. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  Mr.  Lilley  gave  him  any  news  about  this 
submarine  matter  ?^ — ^A.  I  think  all  the  conversation  I  remember  was, 
in  reference  to  Mr.  Loud,  whether  or  not  a  candidate  had  been  brought 
out  and  whether  he  knew  about  it,  and  he  volunteered  to  look  up  the 
matter.     My  impression  is  that  he  did. 

Q.  Did  Mr  .Lilley  ask  him  to  look  up  the  matter  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley  asked 
him  what  he  knew,  as  I  remember  it,  and  he  "gave  him  what  he  knew. 

Q.  What  did  he  have? — A.  There  was  a  general  rumor  that  Mr. 
Gordon  had  been  brought  out  as  a  candidate  for  nomination  against 
Mr.  Loud,  and  he  was  going  to  look  it  up  and  see  whether  he  could 
make  certain  of  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  asked  him  to  look  that  up  and  be  certain  of  it? — ^A. 
The  understandingwas  he  was  going  to  bring  in  those  addresses  of 
tho^  two  men.  That  is  all  I  remember  definitely,  and  I  had  the 
general  impression  he  was  going  to  look  up  the  matter. 

Q.  Did  MI.  Lilley  tell  this  reporter  what  he  knew  personally  about 
the  matter? — ^A.  I  have  no  recollection  about  that. 

(J.  Did  this  reporter  inform  you  or  Mr.  Lilley  that  he  knew  any- 
thing about  the  matter  himself? — ^A.  Just  what  I  have  said;  it  was  a 
rumor. 

Q.  Just  a  rumor  was  all  that  he  had? — A.  It  was  his  impression,  as 
I  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  state  that  he  knew  or  that  there  was  a  rumor  that  this 
man  Gordon  had  influenced  Mr.  Loud? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  any 
such  statement. 

Q.  No  such  conversation  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  anvthing  but  the 
fact  that  he  said  it  was  imderstood  that  a  candidate  had  been  brought 
out  against  Mr.  Loud  for  nomination.  I  believe  he  said  he  thought 
Mr.  Gordon  was,  and  he  was  going  to  look  it  up. 

Q.  He  was  the  one  who  nrst  gave  the  Detroit  newspaper  cUp- 
pings? — A.  I  believe  so;  I  am  not  positive;  I  do  not  remember  when 
those  clippings  came  into  the  oifice.  Some  one  left  them  on  the  desk,  I 
believe,  and  left  some  Detroit  papers  at  the  same  time  he  brought  in 
the  addresses. 

Q.  Did  you  cHp  the  items  out  of  those  papers  referring  to  this  sub- 
marine matter? — A.  I  could  not  say  definitely  whether  I  cut  those 
particular  items  out  or  not.     I  probably  did. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  furnished  them  to  you  as  clippings 
or  whether  he  brought  the  newspaper  to  you  and  you  clipped  them? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  the  newspaper  is  what  my  impression  is. 

Q.  And  you  clipped  them  ? — A.  If  I  did  clip  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  claimed  to  have  written  these  cUppings 
from  these  newspapers  that  he  brought  to  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  vouch  for  the  facts  contained  in  any  of  these  articles  that 
he  brought  to  you? — ^A.  He  did  not  to  me;  I  never  heard  any  such 
statement  from  him. 

Q.  He  just  brought  them  in, laid  them  down,  and  you  did  the  rest? — 
A.  I  believe  so;  I  am  not  positive  that  he  brought  tnem  in. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Eoinborough  when  he  was  here? — ^A.  On  the 
stand ;  that  is  the  first  time  I  saw  Mr.  Edinborough. 

Q.  Did  you  not  meet  him  the  night  before  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  heard  him  testify  that  he  called  up  Mr.  Lilley  the  night 
before? — ^A.  I  answered  the  telephone;  I  was  in  the  room. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  him  that  night  ?— A.  No,  sir;  that  was  half  past 
9;  was  just  going  home  when  he  called. 

Q.  Did  he  meet  Mr.  Lilley  that  night? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

O.  You  did  not  meet  him  to  talk  to  him  to  ask  about  that  letter? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

By  ]Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  Mr.  Webster,  referring  to  this  letter  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Goff  on  March 
30,  did  you  ever  receive  an  acknowledgment  of  it? — ^A.  Not  to  my 
recollection;  I  do  not  have  any  such,  recollection  of  such  a  letter. 

Q.  It  was  written  to  a  stranger?— A.  That  was  in  reference  to  a  let- 
ter that  came  in. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  in  addition  to  that  that  it  was  written  to  a 
stranger? — ^A.  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  whether  he  was  a  stranger 
or  not. 

Q.  Would  it  not  follow  if  you  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  to  whom  would  the  man  write  the  letter?— 
A.  To  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  Was  the  substitution  as  absolute  as  that? — A.  I  did  not  catch 
the  drift  of  that  question. 

Q.  Then  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  propound  it  again.    Did 

irou  ever  get  any  reply,  any  acknowledgment  of  this  or  any  other 
etter  from  this  same  person,  Mr.  George  W.  GoflF,  that  referred  in 
any  way  to  this  answer? — ^A.  Not  that  1  saw.  This  I  know  was  a 
letter  that  came  in.  I  have  seen  most  of  the  letters,  but  I  have 
never  seen  any  letter  to  Mr.  Goflf  since  that  letter  was  w^ritten. 

O.  Have  you  ever  written  him  another  letter  since  this  one? — 
A.  No,  sir.    , 

Q.  Have  you  written  any  letters  concerning  him,  making  any 
inquiries  about  him,  to  anybody? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  nothing  to  imdertake  to  recover  this  letter  from 
Goff?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  no  effort  to  get  it  back  into  your  possession? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  should  stand  out,  or  be 
out? — A.  You  mean  in  pubUc? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  That  letter  was  marked  personal;  it  was  typewritten 
personal;  we  had  no  intention  of  publication  at  all. 

Q.  You  say  you  got  the  substance  of  this  letter  from  newspaper 
clippings  and  from  a  man  who  was  here  looking  after  the  interests  of 
prohibition,  who  spent  some  of  his  time  in  this  committee  room  and 

fave  you  his  impression  of  it;  do  I  understand  you  to  say  that? — ^A. 
think  he  was  the  one  that  expressed  to  me  the  opinion  of  white- 
wash. I  do  not  remember  he  used  the  word  whitewash,  but  he 
thought  the  hearings  were  a  farce;  that  is  the  way  he  expressed  it 
to  me. 

3.  Do  you  remember  about  what  his  language  was? — A.  No;  I 
d  not  state  his  language. 
Q.  Do  you  remember  exactly  what  his  language  wa^,  what  word 
was  used  in  describing  it?— A.  He  made  the  remark.     I  asked  him 
who  made  the  statement  that  the  committee  was  a  joke,  or  some- 
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thing  of  that  kmd.  He  said  he  had  made  it  in  substance;  he  certainly 
made  the  statement  in  substance. 

Q.  That  the  committee  was  a  joke? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was  he  said,  whether  it  was  white- 
wash or  joke  or  precisely  what  word  he  used  to  convey  his  impres- 
sion?—A.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  state  just  what  paragraph  in  there 
could  be  attributed  to  any  conversation  I  had  with  nim.  They 
were  from  newspaper  clippin^gs,  and  my  impression  is  that  it  was 
about  that  time  he  was  coming  into  the  room;  he  usually  came  in 
every  day  and  made  comments. 

Q.  Did  he  come  to  your  office  or  room  after  leaving  here  to  make 
any  statement  to  you  aoout  any  impression  he  had  derived  that  day? — 
A.  I  think  copies  of  the  hearings  were  down  there  in  the  door  near  by. 
He  used  to  come  in  and  leave  nis  overcoat.  He  was  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  when  he  first  came  here  1  told  him  he  might  leave  his  coat 
and  hat  if  he  wished. 

Q.  I  understand  he  came  into  the  committee  to  attend  these  hear- 
ings?—A.  When  his  committee  in  which  he  was  personally  interested 
was  not  in  session  I  believe  he  did  come  up  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  times  he  attended  here? — A.  I  do  not. 
I  am  sure  it  was  a  half  a  dozen,  possibly  more. 

Q.  Did  he  happen  to  be  here  when  you  were  examined  ? — A.  Fri- 
day; no,  sir.  I  do  not  remember  his  oeing  in  the  room,  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  made  any  comments  to  you  about 
the  impression  you  made  on  him  as  a  witness? — ^A.  He  was  not  here 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  witnesses  he  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing? — 
A.  No,  sir-  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  mention  any  witnesses  that  he  heard  ? — A.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  the  name  now. 

Q.  Did  he  relate  any  incident  with  any  witnesses;  did  he  hear 
Edmborough? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  he  hear  Skerrett's  examination? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  To  what  witnesses  did  he  express  his  impressions  that  the  thing 
was  a  joke? — ^A.  I  could  not  state  that. 

Q.  Had  not  you  attended  more  committee  meetings  than  he  had? — 
A.  I  don't  think  I  had. 

Q.  Had  you  attended  as  many  as  he  had? — A.  He  was  in  here  a 
great  deal  more  than  I  was. 

Q.  A  half  a  dozen  times? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  more 
than  three  times  before  I  was  called. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  go  any  more  extensively  into  characterizing  what 
he  thought  the  committee's  actions  were,  just  as  you  say,  that  it  was 
a  joke?— A.  Just  generally,^ words  of  criticism. 

Q.  "They  refuse  me  the 'privilege  of  counsel  to  cross-examine,  do 
not  allow  me  to  ask  questions  except  by  submitting  them  in  writing, 
and  even  then  they  may  throw  out  those  which  they  deem  improper, 
which  means  throwing  out  all  important  questions.''  Did  he  give 
you  that  impression?— A.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  did  or  not; 
whether  he  made  any  such  statement. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  he  did  not — don't  you  know  you  did  not  get 
that  statement  from  anything  he  said? — A.  No;  I  do  not  know  anv- 
thing  of  the  kind. 
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Q.  Then  what  did  he  say  out  of  which  you  could  possibly  have 
entertained  that  impression? — A.  I  have  said  I  do  not  remember 
his  words  at  all. 

Q.  You  wrote  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Fresh  from  the  impression  made  on  you  by  what  he  said? — ^A. 
Why,  the  first  part  of  the  letter,  I  beUeve,  was  owing  to  his  con- 
demnation. 

Q.  That  is,  the  whitewashing  end? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  easily  remembered,  but  you  can  not  remember  it.  You 
can  not  remember  whether  he  said  whitewash,  or  joke,  or  what  he 
said. — A.  No.  I  have  these  other  newspaper  clippings,  and  I  can 
not  diflFerentiate  where  I  got  that  impression. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  that  he  made  use  of  language  that  led  you 
to  put  in  that  statement  that  I  have  read  ? — ^A.  That  .statement  in 
reference  to  cross-examination  by  an  attorney? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir.     I  probably  heard  that  discussed  before. 

Q.  Don't  vou  know  you  did?-;— A.  I  have  no  definite  recollection. 

O.  Haven'^t  you  heard  that  discussed  ever  since  the  first  meeting 
of  tnis  committee  ?  Was  not  that  the  first  thing  this  committee  took 
up? — A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  Did  3"ou  not  know  it  from  then  up  to  the  time  that  you  saw 
this  man  who  is  attending  these  meetings  casually?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  know  that  ? — A.  I  know  that  I  knew  the  fact  that  the 
committee  had  refused  counsel  to  examine  witJnesses  from  the  sec- 
ond day  after,  probably. 

Q.  Oh,  that  is  the  substance  of  that  statement  in  this  letter? — A. 
Yes,   sir. 

Q.  And  you  knew  that  before  you  ever  saw  that  prohibition? — 
A.  No,  sir.' 

Q.  Before  you  ever  saw  him  as  an  attendant  upon  these  meet- 
ings?— A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Before  he  ever  came  into  your  office  or  expressed  any  opinion 
at  all? — A.  I  can  not  state. 

Q.  Why? — A.  Because  he  was  here  all  the  time.  He  has  been  here 
ever  since  last  December,  and  he  has  been  in  the  room  sometimes 
three  or  four  times  a  week  and  sometimes  daily  and  I  could  not 
state 

Q.'who?— A.  This  Mr.  O'Brien. 

Q.  In  this  room? — A.  I  was  referring  to  our  office. 

Q.  You  said  that  he  had  been  in  this  room,  so  far  as  you  know, 
only  about  half  a  dozen  times. — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  having 
ma(le  that  statement. 

Q.  You  did  not  state  in  answer  to  my  question  that  this  man 
O'Brien  had  not  attended  upon  the  hearings  of  this  committee 
about  half  a  dozen  times? — A.  That  was  my  impression. 

Q.  Now,  then,  do  you  know  whether  he  attended  the  first  meeting 
of  this  committee  or  not? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  attended  the  second  meeting  of  this 
committee? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

:  Q.  Do  you  undertake  to  swear  that  you  got  this  statement  about 
the  right  of  cross-examination  I  have  read  from  O'Brien? — ^A.  I  be- 
lieve 1  have  expressed  my  impression  that  it  did  not  come  from  him. 

Q.  Let  us  get  the  next  one.  "I  believe,  however,  that  the  press  of 
the  country  is  already  fully  convinced."  You  did  not  get  that  from 
O'Brien? — A.  There  are  some  clippings  there;  one  headed  "Lilley's 
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Crime"  and  clippings  of  that  nature^  and  I  got  the  impression  that  the 
press  was  awake  on  the  subject. 

Q.  So  that  you  got  from  O'Brien  what  remained  in  the  letter? — ^A. 
No;  I  do  not  state  that  at  all.  That  letter  was  imdoubtedly  the 
result  of  the  combined  impressions  I  had  received  since  the  start. 

Q.  Your  analysis  of  so  many  things  resulted  in  the  combination. 
The  first  statement  there,  "I  have  your  favor,  etc.,"  you  did  not  get 
that  from  the  committee. — ^A.  I  got  that  from  the  letter. 

Q.  "  The  select  committee  to  investigate  have  already  demonstrated 
their  intention  to  apply  the  whitewash  wherever  they  can.  There- 
fore it  is  safe  to  assume  that  very  little  will  be  brought  out."  Is  that 
a  statement  that  you  got  from  O'Brien? — A.  That  statement  is  un- 
doubtedly my  own. 

Q.  I  mean  the  iovpression  that  you  undertook  to  put  into  that  lan- 
guage.— ^A.  Either  from  him  or  other  Connecticut  men  who  came  in 
and  discussed  the  question. 

Q.  Now,  you  wrote  a  letter  to  Edinborough  and  signed  it 
"Smith"?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  was  not  vour  name? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  that  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  your  identity? — 
A.  You  may  say  that;  yes. 

Q.  What?^A.  Yes,  naturally. 

Q.  In  making  an  inquiry  about  the  affairs  in  the  district  of  Repre- 
sentative Loud,  that  was  part  of  the  charges  that  this  committee  nad 
under  investigation.     That  is  true? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  h^  no  hesitation  in  doing  that? — ^A.  I  believe  I  have 
stated  that  the  committee  had  not  yet  been  appointed. 

Q.  Youanticipatedit  wouldbe?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  use  for  it  unless  there  was  going  to  be  one  ? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  cut  your  com  and  stacked  it  up  unless  there 
had  been  somebody  there  to  grind  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  that  is  true. 

0.  So  that  there  was  an  active  suspicion  of  what  you  considered 
probably   would  be,  and  you  had  no  hesitation  in  doing  it? — ^A. 

Q.  You  did  not  hesitate? — A.  I  did,  probably. 

Q.  But  you  did  it ;  you  solved  whatever  doubt  you  had  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  favor  of  that  act  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  did  you  not  write  the  anonymous  letter  to  Edinborough?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  to  Mr.  Carmichael  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  distinction  is  there  in  the  moral  quality  of  the  act  between 
writing  a  communication,  one  of  them  with  an  assmned  name  and  the 
other  without  any  name  ? — A.  It  had  mv  address  on  it. 

Q.  Your  address? — A.  Yes;  my  residence. 

Q.  That  was  a  number  in  the  city? — A.  334  Indiana  avenue. 

Q.  If  somebody  had  come  to  that  same  number  and  inquired  for 
Smith,  and  had  a  club  in  his  hand,  would  you  have  answered  ? — A. 
That  would  depend  upon  who  the  person  was. 

Q.  One  who  appeared  to  intend  to  use  his  club  ? — A.  It  would  depend 
upon  what  weapons  I  had. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  weapon  would  you  have  to  make  you  bold  enough 
to  have  met  him  and  have  said  you  were  Smith;  what  would  have 
been  your  choice  of  weapons  ? — A.  I  have  no  opinion  to  offer  upon  that 
kind  of  a  proposition. 
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Q.  You  have  no  information  to  afford,  ilpon  that  iMX>po8itiont— A, 
No.sir. 

Q.  Hare  you  any  answer  to  make,  then,  to  any  difference,  if  you 
concede  there  is  a  difference,  between  writing  an  anonymous  letter— 
you  know  to  what  I  allude? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  The  Carmichael  letter,  or  the  letter  that  you  signed  under  an 
assumed  name  ? — A.  I  hare  no  opinion  to  offer  upon  that  proposition. 

Q.  Would  you  have  done  the  one  as  soon  as  tne  other  f— A.  Why, 
imdoubtedly  1  would. 

Q.  Were  not  both  written  for  the  same  general  purposed — ^A.  Well, 
what  is  your  idea  of  the  purpose  ? 

Q.  Meddling  in  somebody's  busmess  that  you  were  not  concerned 
in,  and  assimiing  a  name  m  order  to  do  it. — A.  I  understood  this 
investigation  was  to  be  a  public  service,  so  that  I  did  not  see  that  it 
was  matter  that  I  had  no  concern  in. 

Q.  You  considered  that  that  was  the  way  to  render  a  public 
service,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  by  which  Representative  Loud 
was  to  be  defeated?  I  ask  you  if  you  consider  that*  that  was  an  act 
toward  accompUshing  a  worthy  public  service?— A.  My  own  idea  of 
the  matter  was  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  if  a  candidate  had 
been  brought  out,  and  Mr.  Gordon  was  the  candidate,  and  Mr.  Gordon 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  that  the  answer  to 
that  would  show  definitely  who  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  em- 
ploved  out  there. 

Q.  And  you  considered  it  would  be  a  worthy  service? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  engage  in  the  matter  of  bringing  about  Mr.  Lioud's  de- 
feat?— ^A.  I  had  no  thought  of  Loud's  defeat. 

Q.  You  merely  wanted  to  prove  a  fact?— A.  I  simply  wanted  to 
get  the  fact  as  to  whether  a  man  had' been  opposed  to  nim. 

Q.  You  did  not  care  whether  the  pubUc  service  was  purified  by  the 
defeat  of  the  man  that  you  supposed  was  Mr.  Loud — ^that  was  not 
your  concern.  It  was  to  bring  about  the  conviction  of  the  person 
accused  by  this  resolution,  wasn't  it? — A.  My  purpose  was  to  locate 
this  man  whom  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  put  up  against  Loud. 

Q.  For  the  purpose  of  using  the  information  thereby  gained  in  this 
investigation;  that  was  jrour  purpose?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  friend,  Mr.  Lilley,  desired  that  it  should  be  done,  but  pre- 
ferred that  vou  should  do  it  under  this  assumed  name  in  order  to  pro- 
tect himself;  is  that  true? — ^A.  That  is  not  true. 

Q.  Then  what  did  Mr.  Lilley  say  to  you  about  writing  the  letter? — 
A.  He  said  absolutely  nothing  to  me  about  it. 

Q.  You  told  him  a  week  ago  that  you  had  done  it? — A.  Yes — ^no, 
sir;  I  believe  he  mentioned  it  speciafly  to  me  after  he  had  seen  the 
letter;  he  asked  me  if  I  had  wntten  a  letter,  and  I  said  that  I  had 
written  a  letter. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  i  don't  remember  what  he  said. 

Q.  He  said  nothing  that  you  can  remember?     If  he  would  have 

Erocured  you  to  write  that  letter  under  those  circumstances,  would 
e  not  have  procured  you  to  write  the  Edinborough  letter  that  has 
no  name  at  au  signed  to  it  ? — A.  I  have  no  opinion  to  offer  upon  that. 
Q.  Are  not  you  in  a  position  to  give  the  very  best  opinion  about 
it?  You  had  a  right  to  sign  his  name;  you  had  authority  to  use 
your  ingenuity,  your  sense,  in  any  way  that  would  benefit  his  inter- 
ests, hadn't  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  were  writing  letters  in  a  way  to  that  extent! — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  become  his  agent;  you  were  his  veritable  hand  for 
acts  of  this  kind,  and  your  juoCTient  was  this  was  a  proper  thing  to 
do  and  in  no  sense  reprehensible? — ^A.  If  I  had  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Ldlley  I  would  undouotedly  have  signed  it,  but  he  made  expression 
of  his  disapproval 

Q.  Ofwnat? — ^A.  He  and  I  disagreed  in  our  opinions 

Q.  About  what? — A.  Of  getting  that  information  from  Mr.  Edin- 
borough.  This  newspaper  man  h^  said  he  imdoubtedly  could  get  it, 
and  later  told  me  he  could  not  get  it;  thereupon  I  wrote 

Q.  Why  is  it  that  you  fail  to  remember  anything  that  he  said,  and 

when  you  imdertook  m  the  name  of  Smith  to  get  this  information 

A.  He  said  nothing  to  me. 

Q.  He  said  nothing  in  condemnation  of  your  act  that  you  can 
recollect  when  you  use  this  false  name  of  Smith  to  get  this  mforma- 

tion  or  condemn ^A.  He  was  evidently  busy  about  other  things, 

so  that  he  did  not  take  time. 

Q.  You  think  if  he  had  taken  time  and  reflected  he  would  have 
reprimanded  you,  would  have  repudiated  your  act? — ^A.  I  have  no 
opinion  to  oflFer.     I  should  judge  from  what  was  said  in  the  newspa- 

B^r  man's  presence  that  he  would  have  done  so  if  occasion  offered, 
e  was  ve^  busy  at  the  time. 

Q.  He  would  have  done  what  ?— A.  He  would  have  reprimanded  me. 
(J.  You  onlv  escaped  a  reprimand  by  his  being  too  Dusy  to  attend 
to  it?— A.  I  should  imagine  so. 

Q.  You  being  22  years  of  age  plays  no  part  in  the  character  of  the 
reprimand.     I  have  no  further  questions  to  ask  you. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  testified  that  two  Connecticut  newspaper  men — ^will  you 
give  us  their  full  names  ? — A.  I  can  not  do  that.  I  just  know  them  by 
their  last  names. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  any  other  business  here  other 
than  newspaper  work? — A.  Mr.  Wollma  is  private  secretary  to  Con- 
gressman N.  D.  Sperry. 

Q.  Has  the  other  one  any  work  here? — ^A.  What  is  the  other  name? 

Q.  You  gave  it  to  us,  you  ought  to  know.— A.  Mr.  Spencer,  whom 
I  pointed  out,  I  believe  he  is  around  the  Capitol.  He  thinks  he  is  an 
officer  of  the  police  force. 

Q.  Both  of  these  Connecticut  gentlemen  are  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
Government,  are  they  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  If  being  in  the 
capacitv  of  secretary  is  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Spen- 
cer unaoubtedly  is. 

Q.  Mr.  Webster,  you  have  signed  Mr.  Lilley' J  name  sometimes  and 
sometimes  you  have  signed  '*Mr.  Smith."  You  signed  the  name  of 
'*Jenlrins''  to  certain  communications,  did  you  not? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  of  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  swear. positivelv  that  vou  have  not  written  a  commu- 
nication on  the  tvpewriter  and  signeci  it  in  typewriter,  with  the  name 
of  S.  A.  Jenkins? — ^A.  I  do. 

?;.  Do  you  know  who  did? — A.  No,  sir. 
he  Chairman.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Lilley  to  Mr.  Goff,  the  letter- 
press copy  that  you  have,  and  Mr.  Goff's  original  letter,  which  you 
said  you  could  produce  here,  are  all  that  the  committee  will  ask  for 
to-night. 
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The  others,  the  production  of  which  the  witness  objected  to,  will 
be  passed  upon  later  by  the  committee. 

The  committee  will  now  take  a  recess  until  10.30  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Friday, 
April  24,  1908,  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Select  Committee  Under  House  Kesolution  288, 

House  of  Representatives, 
Washington^  D.  C.^  Friday^  April  2i^  1908. 
The  committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  Hon.  H.  F.  Boutell  (chair- 
man) in  the  chair. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 
The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  be  in  order. 

TESTIMONY  OF  E.  S.  THEALL. 

E.  S.  Theall,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows : 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name?— A.  E.  S.  Theall. 

Q.  Are  you  the  present  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
of  the  House  of  Representatives? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  What  are  those  two  books  you  hold  in  your  hand? — A.  These 
are  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  Fifty-ninth 
and  Sixtieth  Congresses,  for  the  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908. 

Q.  Will  you  leave  those  originals  with  the  committee  for  a  short 
time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

TESTIMONY  OF  HON.  JOHN  H.  ROTHEBMEL. 

John  H.  Sothermel,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

The  Witness.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  article  in  the  Philadelphia  Record  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  I  accompanied  Mr.  Olmsted  and  other  Members  of  Congress  to 
New  London.    This  is  the  article : 

Chairman  Boutell  introduced  another  matter  of  personal  nature.  The  com- 
mittee had  in  its  possession  a  clipping  from  the  Bridgeport  (Conn.)  Standard 
of  March  25,  saying  that  it  was  reported  around  the  corridors  of  the  Capitol 
that  Messrs.  Boutell,  Olmsted,  Rothermel,  and  liodenberg  left  Washington  the 
day  before  for  New  London,  Mr.  LlUey  being  there  at  the  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  political  influence  to  bear  on  Mr.  Lilley  to  stop  the  submarine  in- 
vestigation. Of  the  four  persons  mentioned,  Mr.  Boutell  and  Mr.  Olmsted  are 
members  of  the  committee  and  Messrs.  Kothermel  and  Rodenberg  are  Members 
of  the  House.  A  telegram  was  in  the  possession  of  the  committee  dated  March 
24,  sent  to  Mr.  Lilley  on  a  train  returning  from  Connecticut,  by  his  private 
secretary,  stating  that  these  Congressmen  had  bought  tickets  to  New  I^)ndon— 
the  4  o'clock  train. 

Mr.  Boutell  says  he  would  like  to  know  the  authority  for  this  telegram.  Mr. 
Olmsted  had  left  on  that  day  for  Harrlsburg,  and  he  had  gime  to  Springfield, 
111.,  to  attend  the  State  convention.  Secretary  Webster  replied  that  his  in- 
formation had  been  furnished  him  by  two  correspondents  of  Connecticut  news- 
papers. 
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Now,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  have  never  been  in  New 
London  in  my  life.  I  never  knew  anything  at  all  about  this  until 
my  attention  was  called  to  it  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Ans- 
berry.  I  simply  want  to  make  this  statement  so  that  there  will  be 
removed  any  wrong  impression,  either  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
or  any  other  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  say,  Mr.  Rothermel,  for  your  information, 
that  it  was  disclosed  in  the  evidence  yesterday  that  that  report  as 

S Tinted  in  the  Standard  originated  in  the  excited  imagination  of 
Ir.  P.  G.  Wallmo,  clerk  to  the  Committee  on  the  Alcoholic  Liquor 
Traffic  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Lilley,  or  Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Lilley.  If  you  will  trace  that  a  little  further  back,  I  think  you 
will  find  that  it  oripnated  in  the  brain  of  Mr.  Angus  Erly.  It  is 
another  one  of  his  little  jokes. 

The  Chairman.  That  does  not  appear  yet  in  the  evidence,  and  I 
am  informing  Mr.  Rothermel  what  appears  in  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Lilley.  If  you  will  follow  it  back,  that  is  where  I  think  it  will 
appear. 

Mr.  Rothermel.  You  do  not  know,  Mr.  Lilley,  of  any  connection 
of  mine  in  this  affair,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Lilley.  You  are  correct,  and  you  and  I  are  about  alike  in  this 
matter. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  are  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  From  Pennsylvania? — A.  From  Pennsylvania,  and  your 
neighbor. 

Q.  You  said  you  had  never  been  in  New  London? — A.  I  have  never 
been  in  New  London. 

Q.  Have  you  tried  to  induce  anybody  to  speak  of  this  investiga- 
tion?— A.  I  have  never  discussed  it  with  anybody. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  any  member  of  the  committee  about  this 
investigation? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — A.  Nothing  at  all,  except 
what  I  see  in  the  newspapers  and  have  heard  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  you  were  on  that  particular  day? — A.  I 
can  not  tell  you  that.    The  Rec/)rd  might  show.    I  have  not  looked. 

Q.  You  were  either  in  Washington  or  Berks  County? — A.  Yes.  I 
have  been  here  nearly  every  day  since  Congress  has  been  in  session. 
I  am  sure  that  I  was  not  with  you  in  New  London. 

Q.  I  did  not  have  the  j)leasure  of  your  society  that  day,  as  I  was 
in  Harrisburg  at  the  bedside  of  my  sick  daughter. 

The  Chairman.  Whoever  originated  it,  the  whole  story  was  a  pure 
fabrication. 

Mr.  Rothermel.  Yes;  it  must  have  been,  because  I  have  never  been 
connected  with  it  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner. 

TESTIMONY  OF  HON.  OEOBOE  L.  LILLET— Besnmed. 

Hon.  George  L.  Lh.ley,  on  being  recalled,  on  being  examined,  tes- 
tified as  follows: 

The  Witness.  May  I  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  what  appears 
in  the  Washington  Post  this  morning?     It  says:  ''  Early  in  the  day 
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Mr.  Ldlley  admitted  that  the  resolution  he  introduced,  which  led  to 
the  investigation,  was  handed  him  by  Mr.  Neff,"  etc.  Of  course, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  that  in  the  record.  I  did  not  admit  that  there 
is  any  resolution  that  I  have  not  read.  I  think  when  some  one  was 
questioning  me  yesterday  I  was  mixed  as  to  the  documents  which  I 
handed  in  and  the  resolution  when  I  said  I  had  not  read  it.  I  sup- 
posed that  the  question  referred  to  the  document,  and  I  thought  the 
questioner  did  not  have  the  resolution  in  mind. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  did  say — ^at  least  I  so  understood  you  and  I  think  the 
record  will  show — that  House  resolution  264,  about  which  I  questioned 
vou,  was  introduced  by  you  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Neff? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
out  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that  I  had  not  read  it  or  had  not  read  the 
other. 

Q.  I  think  you  did  say  you  had  not  read  it. — ^A.  I  understood  you 
were  referring  to  the  figures  and  the  article  that  I  handed  in  here 
with  the  clause  in  it  which  said  that  these  things  led  up  to  its  intro- 
duction.   If  you  had  in  mind  the  resolution,  I  had  in  mind  the  other. 

Q.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  confusion  at  that  particular  point. 
House  resolution  264  began  by  saying :  "  Whereas  the  following  state- 
ments have  been  published  in  the  public  press,"  and  you  were  asked 
what  public  press  it  appeared  in,  and  you  said  that  you  did  not 
know. — A.  Of  course  I  introduced  the  resolution  without  reading  it. 
I  thought  you  were  referring  to  the  document  which  I  handed  in. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  in  any  paper  that  appeared  ? — A.  Oh,  there  were 
several  items;  mv  secretary  had  prepared  that,  as  has  been  testified 
here,  in  Mr.  Neff's  office,  with  his  help. 

Q.  Your  House  resohition  204  on  the  top  of  page  364  begins  thus : 
"  WTiereas,  first,  the  following  statements  have  been  published  in  the 
public  press,"  and  then  quoting  from  the  public  press,  "  It  can  be 
readily  seen  that  the  programme  of  the  House  committee  at  this  ses- 
sion proposes  to  pay  at  least  $1,286  per  ton  for  the  submarines  against 
a  reasonable  price  named  by  Mr.  Bowles  of  $7,045.45  per  ton,  or 
$1,476,296.60  more  than  the  present  builder  said  they  were  worth 
when  he  testified  before  the  committee  in  1902."  I  ask  you  now  what 
press  that  is  taken  from  ? — A.  AMiy,  there  were  several  press  articles. 

Q.  I  ask  you  about  that  particular  one. — A.  This  resolution  264  I 
told  you  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Neff.  I  do  not  claim  to  have 
drawn  this  resolution,  but  I  do  claim  to  have  read  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  claim  that  yesterday.  You  disclaimed  it. — A.  I 
did  not  intend  to.  I  thought  you  were  referring  to  the  documents 
which  I  handed  up  here  that  appear  on  another  page.  I  did  not 
understand  your  question  yesterday.  I  thought  you  referred  to  an- 
other matter. 

Q.  AVhen  did  you  read  it  ? — A.  When  he  handed  it  to  me. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  The  morning.  I  think,  of  the  27th. 

Q.  \Vhen  did  you  know  that  he  was  going  to  hand  it  to  you  i — A.  I 
cm  not  say  whether  I  knew  he  was  going  to  hand  it  to  me  or  not 
before  that,  but  my  impression  is  that  a  day  or  so  before  that  we  had 
had  some  talk  about  it. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  again,  on  page  363,  to  your  testimony  before 
this  commitee,  after  handing  in  certain  newspaper  clippings  and  ex- 
tracts from  hearings,  you  say,  "  The  foregoing  facts  and  conditions 
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influenced  me  to  introduce  House  resolution  No.  264."  Now,  I  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  not  a  thing  in  House  resolu- 
tion 264  that  can  be  found  in  any  of  these  newspaper  clippings  or 
documents  that  you  handed  in  and  that  you  say  influenced  you.— A. 
Oh.  the  clippings  are  not  in  the  resolution,  of  course. 

Q.  Nothing  that  is  in  the  clippings  is  in  the  resolution ;  not  a  word. 
But  we  went  all  through  that  yesterday. — ^A.  There  is  all  this  in- 
formation about  the  boats. 

Q.  I  think  you  stated  yesterday  that  Mr.  Neff  and  Mr.  Webster 
were  working  on  these  figures  on  which  this  resolution  was  founded? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  they  were  at  work  upon  it^ — A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  that  they  were  at  work  upon  it  ? — A- 
I  can  not  give  you  the  date. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that  they  had  been  working  on  it? — A  I 
remember  talking  about  it  at  the  time  or  just  before  they  performed 
this  work. 

Q.  Who  sent  Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Neff's  ofiice  to  help  prepare  these 
things?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  send  him  there? — A.  I  wanted  the 
information,  and  he  did  not  have  the  books  in  his  office,  and  Mr. 
Neff  had  the  documents  over  there. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that? — A.  I  had  been  told  so. 

Q.  By  whom?— A.  By  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  When? — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  date. 

Q.  Where  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  tell  you  where. 

Q.  How  did  he  come  to  tell  you  ? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  that.  He 
ki^ew  that  I  wanted  the  information. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that  he  wanted  you  to  introduce  the  reso- 
lution ? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  any  conversation  that  led  up  to  that, 
but  I  know  it  was  talked  about. 

Q.  How  did  he  know  that  you  wanted  the  information  ? — A.  Be- 
cause he  came  to  me  after  I  had  introduced  my  resolution  asking  for 
an  investigation  and  offered  any  assistance  or  information  that  he 
could  give  and  suggest  through  Senator  Thurston. 

I  told  him  that  it  they  had  any  facts  or  any  information  that  they 
could  give  me,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them.  I  had  no  doubt  the 
committee  would  be  very  glad  to  have  any  information  they  could 
get. 

Q.  There  had  not  been  any  committee  appointed  then. — A.  Well, 
any  committee. 

Q.  How  long  had  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Neff  been  working  together 
on  this  matter  before  resolution  264  was  prepared? — A.  I  can  not 
give  you  the  dates  at  all. 

Q.  It  must  have  taken  a  week  or  two  to  get  up  the  figures,  didn't 
it? — A.  No;  I  do  not  think  so,  Mr.  Neff  and  Mr.  AVebster  can  tes- 
tify to  that;  I  had  no  part  in  the  preparation  of  the  figures. 

Q.  You  knew  that  they  were  at  work  on  them? — A.  I  knew  that 
they  were  going  to  get  them  up — that  is,  Mr.  Webster  was  going  to 
get^  them  up.  1  do  not  know  that  I  told  him  to  go  to  get  XeflTs 
assistance. 

Q.  I  understood  you  yesterday  that  you  did. — A.  I  say  that  I  don't 
know  whether  I  told  him  to  go  to  Mr.  Neff's  office  or  whether  to  look 
up  the  information  himself. 
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Q.  You  gave  us  to  understand  yesterday  that  the  first  that  you 
knew  of  this  resohition  was  when  Mr.  Neff  brought  it  to  you  on  the 
'27th  of  February. — A.  AVell,  I  did  not  intend  to  give  you  that  im- 
pression.    It  is  the  first  I  had  seen  of  the  resolution  on  the  27th. 

Mr.  Oi.MSTED.  That  is  all. 

The  Witness.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  state  that  I  hope  there  will 
l)e  no  confusion  between  resolution  264  and  the  original  resolution. 
Resolution  264  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information 
from  the  Navy  Department,  and  my  sole  purpose  in  getting  that  in- 
formation was  to  help  this  committee. 

The  Chairman.  The  only  confusion  there  will  be  in  the  minds  of 
the  committee  will  be  confusion  resulting  from  the  evidence.  That  is 
all  the  committee  can  go  by. 

The  Witness.  AVell,  my  sole  purpose  in  getting  the  information 
from  the  Navy  Department  was  to  assist  this  committee. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Neff,  you  say,  drew  the  resolution  and  gave  it 
to  you,  and  you  said  on  one  occasion  that  you  introduced  it  without 
reading  it,  at  Mr.  Neff's  request.  This  morning  you  say  that  you  re- 
quested Mr.  Neff  and  Mr.  Webster  to  prepare  tne  information.  Then 
later  on  you  say  you  do  not  remember  that  vou  told  your  secretary  to 
get  that  information,  so  if  there  is  any  confusion  it  is  simply  the  con- 
fusion which  is  created  by  the  evidence. 

The  Witness.  Well,  Mr.  Boutell,  Mr.  Neff  handed  me  the  resolution 
and  suggested  my  introducing  it  as  I  had — there  had  been  some  talk 
of  getting  this  information  before  he  handed  the  resolution  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  ask  you  this  one  question:  What  fair- 
minded  man,  either  on  or  off  this  committee,  reading  this  testimony, 
or  hearing  it,  would  form  ajiy  other  idea  than  that  Mr.  Neff  was  much 
more  interested  in  bringing  out  this  information  than  you,  so  that  if 
there  is  any  confusion  as  to  the  origin  of  the  resolution,  or  what  it  was 
intended  for,  it  is  confusion  that  results  from  the  evidence.  Mr.  Neff 
testifies  that  he  prepared  it;  that  he  got  the  figures  from  Mr.  Whitney, 
of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company.  You  testify  you  introduced  it 
by  request,  without  looking  at  it. 

The  Witness.  Not  without  looking  at  it.  I  did  not  look  at  the 
figures  or  the  documents  that  went  with  it.  But  in  answer  to  that 
question  I  will  say  that  there  is  no  fair-minded  man  on  the  committee 
or  myself,  or  anyone  else,  that  ought  not  to  welcome  the  information 
that  that  resolution  would  bring  out,  if  it  could  in  any  way  assist  the 
purpose  of  this  investigation. 

The  Chairman.  That  goes  without  saying;  that  is  nothing  to  be 
disputed.  This  committee  is  sitting  here  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
get  information,  and  as  to  your  suggestion  that  you  wish  to  remove 
any  confusion  in  the  minds  of  the  committee,  that  is  just  what  we  are 
here  for.  There  is  a  ^ood  deal  of  irreconcilable  testimony  which  we 
are  gradually  reconciling,  as,  for  instance,  the  anonymous  communica- 
tions which  we  hope  to  have  unraveled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
this  committee  witnin  forty-eight  hours.  So  with  other  conflicting 
testimony,  like  that  between  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Simon  Lake,  this  com- 
mittee, without  any  help  from  anybody  else,  finally  unraveled  it 
through  the  witnesses  that  we  subpoenaed ;  that  is  what  we  are  here 
for,  to  give  all  the  information  anyoody  will  bring  us  upon  any  perti- 
nent subject,  and  any  confusion  that  results  in  the  evidence  we  shall 
do  our  very  best  to  straighten  out,  and  give  you  and  others  ample 
opportunity  to  complete  it. 
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By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Let  us  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  difficulties  that  we 
have  had.  Yesterday  you  were  asked  this  question :  '"  Q.  Mr.  Lilley, 
will  you  kindly  state  who  prepared  the  resolution  which  you  offered 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  February  27,  1908,  which  is  known 
as  House  resolution  204,  as  being  the  resolution  a  copy  of  which  was 
contained  in  your  communication  of  March  19  to  this  committee, 
published  on  page  204  of  our  record ;  "  and  your  answer  was,  '* A. 
I  will  have  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Webster."  Then  you  were  asked:  "  You 
introduced  the  resolution? — A.  I  introduced  it.  Q.  You  do  not 
know  who  prepared  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall ;  I  do  not  know,  in  fact." 
That  is  what  you  said  yesterday. — A.  Well,  after  Mr.  Xeff  had 
cleared  up  the  situation,  of  course  I  knew  that  he  had  prepared  it, 
but  I  do  not  charge  my  mind  with  this  clerical  work  or  this  office 
work  that  belongs  to  my  secretary  to  do.  I  do  not  think  it  matters 
who  prepares  or  introduces  a  resolution,  if  it  brings  results  and 
throws  light  on  the  questions  we  are  trying  to  get  at. 

The  Chairman.  As  the  chairman  has  said  before,  you,  of  all  other 
witnesses,. will  be  accorded  the  amplest  opportunity  to  make  any 
statement  respecting  your  evidence  and  any  corrections,  and  the  only 
object  of  the  committee  in  prolonging  its  sessions  is  to  reconcile  the 
conflicting  testimony  and  bring  out  the  full  truth  in  this  investiga- 
tion, and  any  doubt  that  may  arise  from  the  fallibility  of  human 
memory  or  the  fallibility  of  human  evidence  we  will  trv  to  remove, 
and  if  anything  is  illustrated  in  this  investigation  it  is  the  fallibility 
of  testimony  of  perfectly  straightforward  men.  So,  if  we  can  aid 
your  memory  through  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Neff  and  Mr.  AAliitney 
and  Mr.  Webster,  Senator  ThurstonJ^  or  anyone  else,  you  are  going  to 
have  their  statements  as  well  as  those  of  any  other  witnesses  to  cor- 
roborate you. 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Q.  You  said  that  this  was  voiir  third  term  in  Congress? — A.  I 
did. 

Q.  Of  what  committees  were  you  a  member  during  your  first 
term  i — A.  I  was  on  Territories  and  Expenditures  in  the  I^ost-Office 
Department. 

Q.  Was  any  member  of  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  in  the  Fifty- 
eighth  (\)ngivss  from  your  State? — A.  Mr.  Brandegi^e. 

Q.  You  paid  no  particular  attention,  not  being  a  member  of  that 
committee  at  that  session? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  attention  to  naval  matters  particularly  that 
se^si()n  or  "that  term  of  Congress? — A.  No  particular  attention;  no, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  more  attention  to  naval  affairs  than  you  did 
to  military  matters  or  Uie  militia?— A.  VTl^w,  yes:  I  was  rather  more 
interested  in  naval  affairs,  because  of  the  fact  that  Senator  Brande- 
gee  and  I  were  clost^  friends,  and  he  was  on  that  committee. 

Q.  You  talked  over  matters  with  him?— A.  More  or  less. 

Q.  Did  you  anticipate  in  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress  becoming  a 
member  of  the  committee,  in  the  Fifty-nmth  Congress? — A.  1  cer- 
tainly did  not.  I  did  not  anticipate  Mr.  Brandegee  would  go  to  the 
Senate.     Senator  Piatt  was  living  then. 
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Q.  At  that  time  Mr.  Braridegee  was  a  Member  of  the  House  and 
Senetor  Piatt  was  a  Member  of  the  Senate  from  Connecticut? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Senator  Piatt  died  and  Mr.  Brandegee  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed him  ? — A.  Ye?,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  after  the  Fifty-ninth  Congi'ess  convened  you  then  were 
an  applicant  for  a  position  on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — A. 
Yes.  sir. 

Q.  During  the  Fiftv-eiffhth  Congress,  before  you  were  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Jfaval  Affairs,  did  you  discuss  with  Mr.  Brande- 
gee the  subject  of  submarine  matters? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  par- 
ticular conversation  that  I  ever  had  with  Senator  Brandegee  or  any- 
one else.     I  heard  them  discussed  in  a  general  way. 

Q.  You  talked  over  generally  naval  propositions  in  which  you 
were  somewhat  interested? — A.  Not  general  naval  propositions. 

Q.  What  particular  proposition? — A.  Perhaps  no  particular  prop- 
osition except  certain  people's  attitude  on  submarines. 

Q.  Then  you  did  have  some  discussion  concerning  submarine  mat- 
ters?— A.  dh,  no;  no  discussion;  I  do  not  recall  any  discussion. 

Q.  \Miat  did  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  did  discuss  the  attitude 
of  some  particular  people  as  regards  submarines? — A.  Why,  I  gath- 
ered from  what  Senator  Brandegee  told  me  at  the  time  that  there 
were  some  people  pretty  active  on  that  committee  in 

Q.  In  favor  of  submarine  legislation? — A.  In  favor  of  submarine 
legislation. 

Q.  Did  that  interest  you  so  that  you  began  to  investigate  the  con- 
dition of  the  submarine  situation? — A.  Iso;  I  did  not  begin  to  in- 
vestigate at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  begin  to  look  into  the  submarine  situation  in  any 
way? — A.  Why,  only  as  I  heard  it  commented  upon.  I  knew  about 
the  Lessler  matter. 

Q.  Wliat  did  you  know  about  that? — A.  A\Tiy,  I  knew  that  there 
had  been  an  investigation,  and  that  certain  charges  had  been  made. 

Q.  Was  that  a  part  of  a  conversation  that  you  had  with  Senator 
Brandegee  and  others? — A.  It  may  have  been,  and  probably  was 
mentioned,  but  I  can  not  recall  the  conversation. 

Q.  I  do  not  expect  that,  but  in  what  other  subject — who  were  in- 
terested in  submarine  matters,  did  you  inform  yourself  about  at  that 
time? — A.  Why,  I  do  not  recall  any  specific  thing.      % 

Q.  Did  you  hunt  up  the  old  Lessler  report  and  investigate  to  find 
out  what  the  situation  was? — A.  I  did  not  read  the  Lessler  re])ort ;  no. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  other  reports  of  the  Xavy  De])artniont  c(m- 
cerning  naval  matters  and  the  programme  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  do  not 
recall  that  I  did. 

Q.  So  that  up  to  the  time  you  were  appointed  to  the  Committee 
on  Xaval  Affaii-s,  in  1905,  you  had  given  no  particular  study  to 
naval  matters? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  not  read  these  various  reports  of  Congress  on  naval 
matters? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  particular  report,  outside  of  the 
report  that  came  in  with  the  naval  bill. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  Admiral  O'Neil  and  Admiral 
Hichborn  and  Admiral  Howies,  who  testified  in  1902,  I  think  it  was, 
on  that  matter? — A.  No,  I  can  not  say  when  I  first  read  thost*  reports. 
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Q.  Had  you  read  the  hearings  of  the  Naval  Committee  in  1900  on 
the  submarine  matter? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  hearings  of  1901  on  the  submarine  matter?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So,  up  to  that  time  you  had  not  informed  yourself  particularly 
concerning  the  history  of  the  matter  before  Congress? — A.  Only 
from  hearsay. 

Q.  Had  you  informed  yourself  concerning  submarine  matters  by 
reading  the  reports  of  the  naval  bureaus,  tne  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion, the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  i — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So,  up  to  the  time  you  were  appointed  on  the  committee  in 
1905,  your  mind  was  open  to  receive  whatever  came  to  you  on  that 
subject? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  have  anv  particular  preconceived  opinion  or 
prejudice  about  submarines,  either  for  or  against  them,  had  you? — 
A.  Why,  I  had  heard  before  that  different  people  express  their 
opinions,  but  I  can  not  say  that  they  had  made  any  deep  impression 
on  me. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  begin  to  learn  or  take  particular  interest 
in  this  submarine  matter? — A.  I  first  began  to  learn  of  them  in  the 
Fifty-eighth  Congress,  but  I  did  not  take  any  interest  in  them  until 
the  Fifty-ninth  Congress. 

Q.  After  you  were  appointed  on  the  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  follow  the  debates  in  Congress,  read  the  debates  in 
the  Senate  and  House,  before  you  were  a  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee?— A.  I  listened  to  the  debates  on  the  naval  bill  when  iir. 
Brandegee  was  on  the  committee. 

Q.  And  manifested  the  interest  that  most  of  us  had  in  an  impor- 
tant and  novel  subject  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  did  not  pursue  the  matter  much  further? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  appointed  in  December,  1905,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  to  succeed  Mr.  Brandegee? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  began  your  services  after  the  holiday  recess,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1906?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  you  had  given  no  particular  attention  to  the 
subject  of  submarines?  Now,  what  study  did  you  then  begin  to  give 
to  the  subject  of  the  submarine  history  and  legislation? — A.  No  more 
than  would  be  gained  by  the  arguments  and  conversations  and  docu- 
ments on  the  subject. 

Q.  What  documents  did  you  read? — A.  Why,  various  literature 
was  sent  to  us. 

Q.  What? — A.  Showing  the  efficiency 

Q.  By  literature  what  do  you  mean  ? — A.  It  came  from  either  one 
or  the  other  of  the  two  companies. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  wanted  to  find  out.  You  read  whatever  pam- 
phlets or  statements  or  articles  that  came  from  the  two  companies? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  official  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  the  year  1905? — A.  I  probably  did. 

Q.  On  that  subect.  You  do  not  recall  his  designation  of  that  sub- 
ject in  that  report? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  reading  the  reports  of  the  Bureaus  of  Ordnance 
and  Steam  Engineering  and  Construction  on  the  subject  that  year?— 
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A.  I  do  not  recall  any  of  the  reports.  We  read  more  or  less  of  them 
during  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  I  could  not  retain  the  contents 
of  them. 

Q.  You  can  not  tell,  now,  what  impression  was  left  on  your  mind 
at  that  time  ? — A.  Those  reports  did  not  leave  so  much  impression  on 
my  mind  as  things  that  I  saw  and  heard. 

Q.  What  things  did  you  see  and  hear  at  that  time? — A.  I  can  not 
give  you  any  specific  conversations.  But  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
talk. 

Q.  Who  talked? — A.  In  a  way.  I  can  not  name  any  particular 
people.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  the  air  then,  and  before  I 
came  to  Congi-ess,  about  the  methods  employed  by  this  company. 

Q.  Who  talked? — A.  I  could  not  give  you  any  specific  conversa- 
tions. 

Q.  Can  you  give  the  name  of  any  person  who  talked  about  that 
subject? — A.  Yes;  I  could  relate  the  name  of  the  Senator,  now  de- 
ceased, from  Connecticut,  but  I  could  not  relate  any  specific  conversa- 
tion with  him. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  the  conversation  with  any  person  living? — 
A.  No,  sir;  no  specific  conversation. 

Q.  But  the  conversations  that,  as  you  say,  were  in  the  air  at  that 
time  made  a  far  greater  impression  on  your  mind  than  the  official  re- 

1)orts  of  the  navy  officers  and  naval  boards  up  to  that  time? — A.  Well, 
[  don't  know ;  I  would  not  say  which  made  the  grc^ater  impression  on 
my  mind. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  reports  up  to  that  time  favored 
the  construction  of  submarines  by  Congress? — A.  ITp  to  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Congress? 

Q.  Up  to  the  first  session  you  Avere  on  the  committee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  can  not  remember  that? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  read  any  of  the  hearings  of  the  Senate  or  House  com- 
mittees or  Senate  or  House  documents  upon  that  subject  up  to  that 
time  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  conversations  that  you  had  up  to  the  time  of  the  action 
by  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  first  naval  committee  you  voted  on  in- 
cline vou  to  vote  for  submarines? — A.  Why,  the  recommendations  of 
the  l^avy  Department  had  as  much  to  do  with  my  voting  for  sub- 
marines more  than  any  other  thing. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  the  recommendations  come  to  you  that  affected 
your  judgment? — A.  Through  the  Secretary's  report. 

Q.  And  the  testimony  of  the  officers  before  the  committee? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  accepted  their  judgment  at  that  time  and  voted  for 
the  submarine  provision  in  the  act  of  1906  ? — A.  I  voted  for  the  ap- 
propriation in  1906. 

Q.  You  voted  for  the  provision  as  it  was  inserted  in  the  naval  bill, 
didn't  you?— A.  Of  $1,000,000,  if  that  is  what  is  in  the  naval  bill,  as 
far  as  1  remember  it ;  I  won't  be  certain  about  the  figures. 

Q.  But  you  voted  for  the  $1,000,000  appropriation  ?— A.  If  that  is 
in  the  bill. 

Q.  That  is  what  is  in  the  bill,  and  you  voted  for  that  specific  ap- 
propriation at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  for  the  conditions  which  accompanied  that  appropria- 
tion?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  So  that  whatever  language  was  in  the  bill,  whether  it  was  re- 
strictive or  otherwise,  you  voted  for  it? — A.  It  was  not  restrictive. 

Q.  Such  as  it  was,  you  voted  for  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  part  in  the  discussion  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  submarines? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  particular  study  then  or  after  that,  after  Con- 
gress adjourned,  during  1906,  relative  to  the  subject  of  submarine 
legislation  and  matters  m  the  Department  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any. 

Q.  So  that,  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  1907,  you  had  not 
particularly  informed  yourself  on  the  subject  of  submarine  legisla- 
tion more  than  you  have  described  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  session  of  1907,  a  year  ago,  did  you  then,  during  the 
winter,  inform  yourself  particularly  on  the  subject  of  submarine 
legislj[ition  ? — A.  I  ought  to  have  been  well  informed.  I  had  a  man 
down  here  especially  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  to  inform  yourself? — A.  I  listened  to  the 
arguments  before  the  committee  and  in  the  committee. 

Q.  Arguments  by  whom  ?-^A.  Various  people. 

Q.  AVho? — A.  I  can  not  give  the  names. 

Q.  AVho  did  they  represent  ? — A.  The  heads  of  the  bureaus. 

Q.  Did  you  read  their  reports? — A.  Some  of  them. 

Q.  Which  ones? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you.  Perhaps  some  parts  of 
them,  and  perhaps  not  of  any  one  of  them. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  1906  ? — 
A.  I  would  not  say  that  I  read  it  all.  It  was  before  us  all  the  while 
in  committee.  AVe  referred  to  it  frequently  during  the  testimony  be- 
fore the  committee. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  recall  reading  the  official  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  1906? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  particular  part  of  the  report  of  1906  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  referring  to  submarines? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  of  that  year  with  reference  to  submarines? — 
A.  I  do  not  think  ordnance  has  anything  to  do  with  submarines. 

Q.  The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  used  to  have  charge  of  submarines  at 
one  time,  didn't  it? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  testimony  from  the 
liead  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  in  the  last  two  Congresses. 

Q.  Didn't  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  at  one  time  have  charge  of  the 
subject  of  submarines? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  keep  particularlv  informed  about  the  history 
and  proceedings  in  the  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department  concerning 
this  matter  ? — A.  No ;  not  in  the  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  And  your  information  came  from  the  testimony  of  these  officers 
before  the  Naval  Committee? — A.  The  things  that  I  read  in  the 
papei-s  and  documents  that  were  sent,  and  the  reports  that  came  in. 

Q.  What  reports? — A.  Of  committees;  testimony  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Q.  Principally  the  tCvStimony  and  report  of  the  Naval  Committee, 
and  testimony  before  the  entire  cx)mmittee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  read,  then,  when  you  voted  on  the  naval  bill  of  a  year  ago 
the  various  Senate  and  House  documents  on  submarine  matters  from 
1900  up  to  that  time?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  since  read  those  reports  and  hearings  on  submarine 
matters  in  tlie  Senate  and  the  House  and  the  bureaus  up  to  this 
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time? — A.  I  have  read  more  or  less  of  them,  but  I  do  not  retain  the 
substance. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  for 
1901?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  reported  hearings  for  1900? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  hearings  of  March  28,  1902;  do  you  recall 
Admiral  Hichbom,  Caldwell,  and  Simon  Lake's  testimony? — A.  I 
have  read  some  of  those  reports. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  statements  of  Admiral  Melville  and  Admiral 
Bowles? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  In  that  report  ? — A.  I  can  not  recall  the  dates  of  those  reports* 
Possibly  some  of  them  may  have  been  in  1900.  I  have  read  the  testi- 
mony you  are  referring  to  now. 

Q.  When  did  you  read  it? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  when  I  first  read 
it.    I  have  read  it  a  number  of  times. 

Q.  How  long  ago? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Didn't  it  mane  impression  enough  on  your  mind  so  that  you  can 
recall  when  you  first  read  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  recently,  do  you  think? — A,  I  have  read  it  recently. 

Q.  Can  not  you  recall  when  you  first  read  it? — A.  I  can  not. 

Q.  Was  it  before  or  after  you  voted  on  the  naval  bill  a  year  ago? — 
A.  I  should  say  before. 

Q.  How  long  before  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Was  it  before  you  were  on  the  Naval  Committee  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  after? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  it  was  between  the  time  you  were  appointed  on  the  Naval 
Committee  and  the  time  you  voted  on  the  naval  bill  a  year  ago? — A. 
Why,  yes;  I  think  I  read  it  between  those  times,  but  I  won  t  swear 
as  to  the  dates  when  I  first  read  those  reports.  I  heard  them  dis- 
cussed before  I  ever  read  them. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  come  to  read  them? — A.  They  were  called 
to  my  attention. 

Q.  Who  called  it? — A.  I  can  not  remember;  probably  by  testimony 
that  came  out  before  the  House  Naval  Committee. 

Q.  \Miere  did  you  obtain  those  reports  ? — A.  I  can  not  say  where  I 
first  obtained  them. 

Q.  Where  did  you  read  them  ? — A.  I  can  not  say  that. 

Q.  Did  you  read  in  Washington  or  in  Connecticut  ? — A.  In  Wash- 
ington. 

Q.  Can  not  you  recall  whether  you  read  them  in  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee room  or  at  your  hotel  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  read  them  at  the 
hotel. 

Q.  You  probably  read  them  in  the  Naval  Committee  room  ? — A.  T 
think  I  have  probably  read  them  over  in  the  Naval  Committee  room 
many  times. 

Q.  And  that  is  probably  the  way  you  obtained  your  information 
concerning  those  reports? — A.  That  is  the  way  one  is  apt  to  obtain 
most  of  his  information  in  legislation — from  arguments  in  the  com- 
mittee rooms,  or  their  hearings,  stretched  over  a  period  of  two  or 
three  months. 

Q.  So  that  the  chances  are  that  whatever  information  you  obtained 
from  those  reports  that  I  have  referred  to  you  got  from  hearings 
before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  after  you  became  a  mem- 
ber?— A.  Very  largely. 
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Q.  Do  you  recall  reading  anything  outside  of  that  ? — A.  On  sub- 
marines? 

Q.  Yes:  of  these  reports  and  documents:  there  were  a  great  many 
of  them. — A.  Oh,  I  might  have ;  I  know  they  have  been  printed. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  any  particular  one  that  impressed  itself 
upon  your  mind? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  read  any  of  them  while  you  have  been  at  liome  dur- 
ing your  vacation? — A.  I  do  not  think  so;  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  You  would  likely  recollect  if  you  had  taken  any  home  to  study 
them  separately? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  particular  place  that  I  have 
read  them. 

Q.  You  would  recollect  if  you  had  taken  them  home  ? — A.  Xo :  I 
would  not.  I  do  not  charge  my  memory  with  anything  I  read  in  the 
papers. 

Q.  These  would  not  be  in  the  papers.  These  would  be  the  official 
report  of  the  official  who  has  charge  of  this  important  matter. — 
A.  I  do  not  think  I  have  read  thosL-  reports  home.  I  may  have 
looked  through  the  naval  report,  the  volume  there  where  they  are  all 
embodied. 

Q.  The  annual  report? — A.  Yes;  I  had  one  on  my  desk  at  home, 
and  I  may  have  looked  into  it  oc^casionally. 

Q.  But  not  to  study  it  particularly  ? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  voted  on  the  naval  bill — you  voted  for  the  provision 
in  the  bill  a  year  ago,  I  think  you  stated? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  as  long  as  you  have  been  on  the  Xaval  Committee, 
during  the  first  term  that  you  were  on  the  Xaval  Committee  you  did 
vote  for  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1906  and  the  act  of  1907  as  they 
passed? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  which  one  of  those  was  it  that  you  i-eferred  to  when  you 
told  Mr.  Tavlor,  "  Franklin,  vour  face  was  before  me  when  I 
voted?"— A.  I  think  that  was  the  first  one,  the  $1,000,000  one.  It 
was  not  large  enough  to  suit  him. 

Q.  And  he  was  interested  in  the  appropriation? — A.  He  seemed 
to  be. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  you  about  this  appropriation  from  the  time 
you  went  oa  the  Naval  Committee  down? — A.  I  think  he  talked  with 
me  before  anyone  else. 

Q.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  these  appropriations? — A.  He 
seemed  to  be. 

Q.  Have  you  changed  your  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  submarine 
boats  from  the  time  you  went  on  the  Xaval  Committee  down  to  the 
time  you  voted  last? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  somewhat. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  I  don't  think  they  are  very — I  don't  think 
they  are  perfected.  I  think  they  are  very  largely  in  the  experimental 
stage;  that  it  will  be  some  years  before  we  get  a  submarme  that  is 
valuable  as  a  weapon  of  warfare. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  of  this 
last  year,  1907,  on  the  subject  of  submarines? — A.  I  can  not  quote 
his  language,  but  I  have  seen  the  report. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Engineering  and  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  on  this  same 
subject? — A.  Xo,  sir;  not  all  of  it.  Only  as  they  were  before  the 
committee. 
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Q.  Only  as  the  testimony  from  them  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee?— ^A.  As  referred  by  the  board  to  the  committee. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  this  year  on  the  subject  of  submarines? — A.  He  recom- 
mended four  boats. 

Q.  Was  this  the  first  time,  and  if  not  when  was  the  first  time,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  recommended  specifically  the  con- 
struction of  submarines? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  the  first  time  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  specifically  recommended  the  construction 
of  submarines. 

Q.  Wasn't  this  year  the  first  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that  there  was  a  recommendation  in  the  report  of 

1906,  do  you  ? — ^A.  I  think  so.  I  think  there  was  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  number  between  the  board  and  the  Secretary  one  year. 

Q.  And  your  own  opinion  has  changed  to  the  extent  of  less  and  less 
believing  in  the  advantage  of  having  submarines;  is  that  it? — A. 
Well,  I  oelieve  that  a  few  submarines  for  experimental  purposes  are 
all  right  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Department  wanted 
them — if  they  had  thought  they  ought  to  have  them.  I  have  always 
been  willing  to  bow  to  their  superior  technical  knowledge  and  skill. 

Q.  Then  if  the  Department  did  not  recommend  them  you  did  not 
feel  inclined  to  vote  for  them  ? — A.  I  would  not  have  voted  for  any 
this  year  without  the  recommendation  of  the  Department. 

Q.  How.  about  previous  years? — A.  I  won't  attempt  to  remember 
what  the  Secretary  recommended — the  number  of  amounts  in  pre- 
vious years. 

Q.  If  the  Secretary  had  not  recommended  in  1906  or  for  the  bill  of 

1907,  and  yet  you  had  voted  for  submarines,  then  you  would  not  have 
followed  the  reconmjendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  I 
might  still  have  followed  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Board. 
My  impression  is  there  was  a  divergence  of  opinion  one  year  between 
the  General  Board  and  the  Secretary. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  invariably  follow  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  ? — ^A.  I  would  not  say  that  I  did  not  invariably 
follow  his  opinion,  because  I  might  not  invariably  follow  anyone  s 
opinion,  but  I  might  yield  my  judgment  somewhat  to  a  person  with 
more  expert  opinion. 

Q.  What  expert  opinion  did  you  follow  in  1906  when  you  voted  ? — 
A,  I  can  not  tell  you.  I  do  not  claim  that  the  reason  I  voted  for  sub- 
marines was  because  the  Secretary  might  recommend  them,  but  that 
would  have  something  to  do. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  report  of  the  Board  on  Construction  in  1906 
upon  that  subject? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  recommended  this  specific 
item  which  you  voted  for  in  reference  to  submarines? — ^A.  In  1906, 
I  think,  was  the  time  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  shut  out  competi- 
tion, and  Mr.  Vreeland  made  a  very  able  argument  before  the  com- 
mittee which  resulted  in  the  committee  giving  it  over  into  his  hands 
and  Mr.  Mudd's,  I  think,  to  fix  it  up  according  to  the  ideas  that  had 
been  expressed  by  Mr.  Vreeland,  although  I  thmk  the  idea  originated 
with  Mr.  Mudd,  but  Mr.  Vreeland  made  the  argument,  which  per- 
mitted competition. 
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Q.  Do  you  recall  reading  anything  outside  of  that  ? — A.  On  sub- 
marines? 

Q.  Yes:  of  these  reports  and  documents:  there  were  a  great  many 
of  them. — A.  Oh,  I  might  have;  I  know  they  have  been  printed. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  any  particular  one  that  impressed  itself 
upon  your  mind? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  read  any  of  them  while  you  have  been  at  home  dur- 
ing your  vacation? — A.  I  do  not  think  so;  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  You  would  likely  recollect  if  vou  had  taken  any  home  to  study 
them  separately? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  particular  place  that  I  have 
read  them. 

Q.  You  would  recollect  if  you  had  taken  them  home  ? — A.  Xo :  I 
would  not.  I  do  not  charge  my  memory  with  anything  I  read  in  the 
papers. 

Q.  These  would  not  be  in  the  papers.  These  would  be  the  official 
report  of  the  official  who  has  charge  of  this  important  matter. — 
A.  I  do  not  think  I  have  read  thoss  reports  home.  I  may  have 
looked  through  the  naval  report,  the  volume  there  where  they  are  all 
embodied. 

Q.  The  annual  report? — A.  Yes;  I  had  one  on  my  desk  at  home, 
and  I  may  have  looked  into  it  occasionally. 

Q.  But  not  to  study  it  particularly? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  voted  on  the  naval  bill — ^you  voted  for  the  provision 
in  the  bill  a  year  ago,  I  think  you  stated? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  So  that  as  long  as  you  have  been  on  the  Xaval  Committee, 
during  the  first  term  that  you  were  on  the  Xaval  Committee  you  did 
vote  Tor  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1906  and  the  act  of  1907  as  they 
passed? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  which  one  of  those  was  it  that  you  referred  to  when  you 
told  Mr.  Taylor,  "  Franklin,  your  face  was  before  me  when  I 
voted?"— A.  I  think  that  was  the  first  one,  the  $1,000,000  one.  It 
was  not  large  enough  to  suit  him. 

Q.  And  he  was  interested  in  the  appropriation? — A.  He  seemed 
to  be. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  you  about  this  appropriation  from  the  time 
you  went  on  the  Xaval  Committee  down? — A.  I  think  he  talked  with 
me  before  anyone  else. 

Q.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  these  appropriations? — A.  He 
seemed  to  be. 

Q.  Have  you  changed  your  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  submarine 
boats  from  the  time  you  went  on  the  Xaval  Committee  down  to  the 
time  you  voted  last? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  somewhat. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  I  don't  think  they  are  very — I  don't  think 
they  are  perfected.  I  think  they  are  very  largely  in  the  experimental 
stage;  that  it  will  be  some  years  befoi-e  we  get  a  submarine  that  is 
valuable  as  a  weapon  of  warfare. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  report  of  the  SecretaiT  of  the  Xavy  of  this 
last  year,  1907,  on  the  subject  of  submarines? — A.  I  can  not  quote 
his  language,  but  I  have  seen  the  report. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Engineering  and  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  on  this  same 
subject? — A.  Xo,  sir;  not  all  of  it.  Only  as  they  were  before  the 
committee. 
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Q.  Only  as  the  testimony  from  them  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee ? — ^A.  As  referred  by  the  board  to  the  committee. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  this  year  on  the  subject  of  submarines? — A.  He  recom- 
mended four  boats. 

Q.  Was  this  the  first-  time,  and  if  not  when  was  the  first  time,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  recommended  specifically  the  con- 
struction of  submarines? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  the  first  time  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  specifically  recommended  the  construction 
of  submarines. 

Q.  Wasn't  this  year  the  first  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that  there  was  a  recommendation  in  the  report  of 

1906,  do  you  ? — A.  I  think  so.  T  think  there  was  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  number  between  the  board  and  the  Secretary  one  year. 

Q.  And  your  own  opinion  has  changed  to  the  extent  of  less  and  less 
believing  in  the  advantage  of  having  submarines;  is  that  it? — A, 
Well,  I  believe  that  a  few  submarines  for  experimental  purposes  are 
all  right  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Department  wanted 
them — if  they  had  thought  they  ought  to  have  them.  I  have  always 
been  willing  to  bow  to  their  superior  technical  knowledge  and  skill. 

Q.  Then  if  the  Department  did  not  recommend  them  you  did  not 
feel  inclined  to  vote  for  them  ? — A.  I  would  not  have  voted  for  any 
this  year  without  the  recommendation  of  the  Department. 

Q.  How.  about  previous  years? — A.  I  won't  attempt  to  remember 
what  the  Secretary  reconunended — the  number  of  amounts  in  pre- 
vious years, 

Q.  If  the  Secretary  had  not  recommended  in  1906  or  for  the  bill  of 

1907,  and  yet  you  had  voted  for  submarines,  then  you  would  not  have 
followed  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  I 
might  still  have  followed  the  reconunendation  of  the  General  Board. 
My  impression  is  there  was  a  divergence  of  opinion  one  year  between 
the  General  Board  and  the  Secretary. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  invariably  follow  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy? — A.  I  would  not  say  that  I  did  not  invariably 
follow  his  opinion,  because  I  might  not  invariably  follow  anyone's 
opinion,  but  I  might  yield  my  judgment  somewhat  to  a  person  with 
more  expert  opinion. 

Q.  Wnat  expert  opinion  did  you  follow  in  1906  when  you  voted  ? — 
A.  I  can  not  tell  you.  I  do  not  claim  that  the  reason  I  voted  for  sub- 
marines was  because  the  Secretary  might  recommend  them,  but  that 
would  have  something  to  do. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  report  of  the  Board  on  Construction  in  1906 
upon  that  subject? — ^A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  recommended  this  specific 
item  which  you  voted  for  in  reference  to  submarines  ? — A.  In  1906, 
I  think,  was  the  time  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  shut  out  competi- 
tion, and  Mr.  Vreeland  made  a  very  able  argument  before  the  com- 
mittee which  resulted  in  the  committee  giving  it  over  into  his  hands 
and  Mr.  Mudd's,  I  think,  to  fix  it  up  according  to  the  ideas  that  had 
been  expressed  by  Mr.  Vreeland,  although  I  thmk  the  idea  originated 
with  Mr.  Mudd,  but  Mr.  Vreeland  made  the  argument,  which  per- 
mitted competition. 
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Q.  Did  you  follow  the  recommendation  of  the  naval  bureaus  and 
the  boards  or  the  argument  of  these  gentlemen  in  the  committee  in 
vour  action  ? — A.  Well,  the  argument  in  the  committee  probably  fol- 
lowed their  report,  whatever  it  was — I  can  not  say  about  that. 

Q.  You  can  not  tell  whether  you  followed  the  recommendation  of 
the  technical  officers  6f  the  Navy  or  not? — A.  I  can  not  say  that  I 
voted  for  the  exact  amount  or  number  of  boats  that  they  asked  for. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember,  as  you  stated,  the  recommendations  of 
the  two  boards,  the  General  Board  and  the  Board  on  Construction,  as 
to  submarines  for  the  bill  of  1907? — ^A.  Xo,  sir;  I  would  not  remem- 
ber it.    I  would  not  be  apt  to  remember  it. 

Q.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  as  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  the  vear  1906  shows,  there  is  no  recommendation  for  sub- 
marmes  by  either  the  General  Board  or  Board  on  Construction.  On 
page  26  of  the  report  appears  a  reconmiendation,  which  does  not  con- 
tain any  item  for  submarines.  Now,  in  view  of  the  situation,  what  in- 
duced you  to  vote  for  the  submarine  appropriation  of  that  year? — ^A. 
Whose  report  have  you  quoted  from  ? 

Q.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1906  ? — A.  Have  you  the 
reports  from  the  other — ^notwithstanding  this  report,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  or  some  of  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  may  in  argument 
before  the  committee  have  recommended  submarines. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  want  to  find  out.  What  was  said  and  done  by 
any  officer  of  the  Navy  Department  outside  of  their  reports? — A.  I 
could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Then  the  hearings  did  influence  you  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you 
that. 

Q.  You  can  say  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  there  was  no  report  by  any 
one  of  the  bureau  officers? — ^A.  There  was  one  thing  that  always  in- 
fluenced me,  and  that  was  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  clique  in  the  com- 
mittee that  were  always  striving  to  get  the  utmost  amount  of  money 
appropriated  for  submarines,  and  the  very  largest  number  that  ft 
was  possible  to  obtain,  and  my  impression  is  that  the  others  who  did 
not  tnink  that  they  were  as  effective  a  weapon  of  warfare  as  they  were 
said  to  be,  tried  to  keep  the  amount  down,  and  in  both  of  those  years, 
if  I  recall  it,  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise,  and  the  smallest 
amount 

Q.  Are  you  sure  that  you  always  voted  for  the  smallest  amount? — 
A.  Well.  I  can  not  recall  what  my  votes  have  been,  but  my  impression 
is  that  we  in  one  of  those  years  started  in  at  a  certain  point  to  appro- 
priate a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  that  was  lost,  and  then  a  new  mo- 
tion was  made  until  this  particular  motion  carried,  and  it  was  voted 
for  for  fear  it  would  be  larger. 

Q.  But  vou  always  voted  for  the  appropriation  for  submarines, 
substantially  as  it  came  from  the  committee,  did  you  not? — ^A.  Voted 
for  the  appropriation  in  the  House  as  it  came  from  the  committee? 

Q.  No:  you  voted  in  the  committee. — A.  Substantially  as  it  came 
from  the  committee. 

Q.  From  the  committee. — A.  Yes,  sir ;  until  this  vear. 

Q.  Although  up  to  this  year  the  Secretary  of  tne  Navy  and  the 
General  Board  and  the  Board  of  Construction  never  had  specifically 
recommended  construction  of  any  one  of  them  ? — A.  I  would  not  say 
that. 
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Q.  The  report  shows  it,  does  it  not? — A.  Well,  the  testimony  be- 
fore the  Naval  Committee  would  show  it, 

Q.  They  show  that  these  boards  changed  their  opinion  between  the 
day  they  made  their  report  as  required  by  law  ? — A.  Not  necessarily. 
Perhaps  submarines  had  never  been  mentioned  until  this  year,  and 
there  has  always  been  more  or  less  argument  before  the  committee 
on  it. 

Q.  I  think  you  are  right  that  these  officers  of  this  year  had 
not  recommended  in  their  former  reports  any  submarines;  I  think 
that  is  right,  so  that  whatever  testimony  or  official  statements  they 
made  are  contained  in  testimony  before  that  committee;  is  that  it? — 
A.  I  won't  say  that  is  it.  If  you  say  that  is  it,  I  will  assume  that 
you  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  then  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
would  not  swear  to  that  statement,  although  if  you  say  it  is  so 

Q.  Then  what  report  do  you  know  of  with  which  you  are  familiar 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  of  these  various  bureaus  before  this 
year  making  recommendation  for  submarines? — A.  I  can  not  tell 
you. 

Q.  Did  you  read  them  and  not  find  out? — A.  Most  of  the  reading 
of  those  reports,  as  you  probably  very  well  know,  is  done  when  the 
men  from  the  different  heads  come  before  the  committee.  I  doubt 
whether  ever  a  member  of  that  committee  has  ever  read  those  annual 
reports. 

Q.  Did  you  object  yourself  to  any  of  the  submarine  legislation  of 
1906  and  1907  on  the  ground  that  the  naval  officers  had  not  recom- 
mended them  in  their  reports? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you,  Mr.  Stevens, 
what  occurred  in  those  years.  I  know  that  I  was  not  very  favorable 
to  submarines  and  that  there  were  a  certain  number  of  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  that  would  have  liked  to  have  had  very  much  larger 
appropriations  and  a  werj  much  larger  number,  but  I  can  not  give 
you  any  specific  conversation  or  tell  you  just  what  was  in  my  mind 
at  that  time  or  just  what  the  things  were  that  moved  me  to  vote  at 
that  time  for  those  particular  amounts. 

Q.  But  you  did  vote  for  those  two  bills  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  After  the  act  of  1907  was  passed  did  you  give  any  further  study 
to  submarine  legislation  or  submarine  matters  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment until  this  controversy  came  up  between  the  Lake  Company  and 
the  Electric  Company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  seek,  then,  to  study  these  various  reports  and  the 
history  of  these  matters? — ^A.  I  did  not  even  seek  to  study  the  trials, 
and  do  not  know  yet  what  the  report  is  on  it  down  at  Newport  last 
June. 

Q.  Have  you  not  read  the  report  of  that  Marix  board  ? — A.  I  have 
not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  read  the  report  of  the  bureau  officers  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  session  of  Congress? — A.  I  did  not  read  them. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  1907? — A.  Only  as  I 
have  told  you. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  read  it  particularly? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  recall 
that  the  Secretary  spoke  to  the  committee  about  a  great  many  ques- 
tions that  were  asked  him.  He  said  to  the  conmdttee,  "Why,  that 
is  in  my  report ;  you  probably  read  my  report."  There  was  not  itny- 
one  in  the  committee  that  spoke  up  and  said  they  had.    I  do  not  be- 
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lieve  those  reports  are  generally  read,  except  as  they  are  used  for  ref- 
erence when  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  come  before  the  committee  to 
testify  as  to  their  requirements. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  the  year  1907? — ^A.  Not  in  fuD,  except  as  he  was  before  the 
committee. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  read  up  this  subject  of  submarine  legislation 
or  submarine  matters  before  the  Department? — A.  I  read  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  submarine  legislation. 

Q.  Yes;  but  did  you  read  his  statement  in  his  report,  contained  in 
pages  from  12  to  15,  inclusive,  on  the  subject  of  submarine  matters, 
of. this  last  report  of  1907? — iS..  I  do  not  recall  having  read  it  in  full, 
unless  it  was  read  before  the  committee. 

Q.  Whatever  study  you  gave,  then,  to  the  matter,  were  the  argu- 
ments and  reading  the  discussions  before  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs? — A.  Principally. 

Q.  How  much  outside  of  that? — A.  Oh,  I  have  read  more  or  less 
reports. 

Q.  What  ones? — A.  I  do  not  specify  any  particular  one  or  any 
particular  year,  but  the  principal  part  of  our  knowledge  in  naval 
affairs  has  come  from  the  neads  of  the  Departments  as  they  have  tes- 
tified before  the  committee  and  in  visiting  the  yards  and  docks. 

Q.  Now,  the  naval  bill  was  acted  on  by  the  committee  this  year  on 
the  10th  day  of  February,  1908,  was  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  up  to  that  time  had  you  read  any  of  these  various  reports 
and  the  statement  of  hearings  any  more  than  you  have  indicated?— 
A.  No  more  than  I  have  indicated. 

Q.  Then,  what  did  you  mean  by  your  testimony  before  this  com- 
mittee on  page  18,  in  which  you  state — it  may  be  page  38  there- 
near  the  top  of  the  page,  "  Just  prior  to  my  appointment  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Naval  Committee  I  had  familiarized  myself  with  the  in- 
vestigation conducted  by  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  charges  made 
by  Representative  Lessler,  that  $5,000  had  been  offered  him  by  an 
attorney  representing  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  influence  his 
action  as  a  member  of  the  said  Naval  Committee.  This  investigation 
resulted  in  what  might  be  termed  a  '  Scotch  verdict '  of  not  proven. 
I  also  familiarized  myself  with  former  investigations  of  the  Naval 
Committee  of  this  same  subject-matter  and  all  the  discussions  upon 
the  floor  of  the  House  in  relation  thereto."  Now,  what  did  you  mean 
by  that? — A.  I  meant  just  what  it  says. 

Q.  Now,  you   stated  that  you  had   familiarized  yourself ^A. 

With  the  Lessler  investigation. 

Q.  Yes;  now  what  have  you  done? — ^A.  I  was  down  here  when  it 
was  going  on. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  the  hearings? — ^A.  No,  sir;  but  I  was  intimate 
with  a  man  who  did,  who  was  on  the  committee. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  report? — ^A.  No;  I  did  not  read  the  report 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  oecame  of  the  report? — ^A.  I  have  been  told 
that  the  report  was  never  acted  upon. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  way  you  familiarized  yourself  with  the  Lessler 
investigation,  was  it? — ^A.  les,  sir;  with  conversations  and  talk  with 
people  who  were  familiar  with  it. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  ? — A.  I  had  never  read  that  report  in  full ;  I  had 
read  parts  of  it. 
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Q.  So  that  when  you  make  this  statement  to  this  committee  that  you 
had  familiarized  yourself,  that  this  investigation  resulted  in  what 
might  be  termed  a  "  Scotch  verdict "  of  not  proven,  and  that  the  re- 
port had  never  been  filed,  you  did  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge 
about  those  things? — ^A.  Why,  I  had  familiarized  myself  by  getting 
the  information  from  people  who  did  know. 

Q.  Who  was  it  you  talked  with  ? — ^A,  I  talked  with  various  people 
that  I  met  at  the  time. 

Q.  Well,  who? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  the  people;  that  would  be  im- 
possible. 

Q.  Can  not  you  tell  what  your  source  of  information  was  by  which 
you  familiarized  yourself? — ^A.  I  would  not  attempt  to  remember  con- 
versations I  had  with  people  five  or  six  years  ago. 

Q.  But  you  came  before  this  committee  and  under  oath  testified 
that  you  had  familiarized  yourself? — A.  I  know  it  was  enough  to 
impress  me  what  the  real  facts  in  the  case  were — ^that  Mr.  L^sler 
claimed  to  have  been  offered  $5,000  through  Doblin. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  want  to  find  out.  What  we  wanted  to  find  out 
was  just  how  you  obtained  your  familiarity,  as  you  testified  before  this 
committee  that  you  had  become  familiar. — ^A.  I  obtained  it  by  coming 
in  contact  with  people  who  knew,  and  I  was  here  at  the  time. 

Q.  So  by  the  terms  you  state  here  you  swear  before  us  that  you  had 
familiarized  yourself  with  the  investigation.  By  that  you  mean  that 
ypu  had  talked  with  various  people  more  or  less? — A.  And  I  have 
read  some  of  the  Lessler  reports,  and  furthermore  it  was  all  in  the 
newspapers  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  vou  do  that  before  you  were  a  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  to  the  extent  that  you  were  familiar  with  the  re- 
port?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  in  what  way  had  you  familiarized  yourself  with  former 
investigations  of  the  Naval  Committee  on  this  same  subject-matter 
and  all  the  discussions  upon  the  floor  of  the  House  in  relation 
thereto? — A.  Well,  that  does  not  refer  to  former  investigations  of  the 
Lessler  matter. 

Q.  No;  it  refers  to  this  same  subject-matter.  Now,  just  tell  us  in 
what  way  you  familiarized  yourself  with  former  investigations  of  the 
Naval  Committee  on  this  same  subject-matter  and  all  discussions  upon 
the  floor  of  this  House  in  relation  thereto. — A.  Why,  that  does  not 
refer  to  investigations  of  that  nature. 

Q.  No;  it  refers  to  the  subject-matter  of  submarine  legislation,  I 
presume ;  it  is  your  own  language. — A.  The  subject-matter  of  legisla- 
tion on  submarines. 

Q.  You  know  what  your  own  langiiage  means? — ^A.  I  familiarized 
myself  with  the  subject-matter  of  legislation  on  submarines  in  exactly 
the  same  way. 

Q.  By  conversations  with  various  people  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  no  more  than  you  outlined  to  us  in  your  examination  this 
morning  ?^--A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  we  are  to  understand  that  up  to  the  time  this  resolution 
was  drawn  by  you  and  this  investigation  began  your  information  on 
these  subjects  as  testified  by  you  is  comprised  within  the  scope  already 
stated,  that  you  have  testified  to  this  morning? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  and 
things  that  liave  come  under  my  observation. 
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Q.  In  what  way  ? — A.  The  charges  that  I  made  of  the  emplovment 
of  lawyers  in  various  parts  of  the  country  and  pretense  of  influence 
to  get  men  on  the  committee  and  circulate  literature. 

Q.  Yes ;  we  will  come  to  those  things  gradually. — A.  And  getting 
excessive  prices  for  goods. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  knowing  the  history ;  that  is  as  far  as  we  have 
got  now — so  far  as  your  knowing  the  history  of  this  submarine  legis- 
lation in  Congress  before  the  Department,  you  have  given  us  the  ex- 
tent and  the  basis  of  your  knowledge? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  this  matter  of  employing  attorneys.  "NVhen  did  you 
find  out  first  that  attorneys  were  being  employed  by  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  ? — A.  The  first  year  I  was  on  the  committee  was  the 
first  time  I  had  any  experience  with  that. 

Q.  That  was  Mr.' Kellogg,  was  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Without  attempting  to  go  over  that  matter,  have  you  anything 
to  add  to  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  AVhat  next  did  you  learn  about  the  employment  of  attorneys  by 
this  company?  What  other  attorney  did  you  next  le4irn  that  thev 
employed  ? — A.  Oh,  I  can  not  tell  you  what  next  one  they  employe(}. 

Q.  You  learned  about  Mr.  Kellogg  two  years  ago? — A.  Yes;  and 
I  learned  there  were  a  number  of  others  scattered  around  at  different 
places. 

Q.  What  others? — ^A.  One  in  Michigan  and  one  in  Texas. 

Q.  WTien  did  you  first  learn  about  that  one  in  Michigan? — A.  A 
year  or  two  ago. 

Q.  Well,  now,  how? — A.  I  do  not  recall  who  the  first  person  was 
that  told  me. 

Q.  When  did  jou  first  learn  about  that? — ^A.  I  could  not  tell  ex- 
actly, but  some  time  within  a  couple  of  years. 

Q.  Did  that  attorney  talk  to  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  talk  to  any  other  member  of  the  committee? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  appear  before  the  committee? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  members  of  the  committee  tell  you  that  he  had  been 
eniployed? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  now,  when;  who  and  when? — ^A.  I  can  not  tell  you  the 
date. 

Q.  No,  but  about  when  ? — A.  Sometime  within  a  year. 

Q.  And  about  what  time? — A.  Well,  Mr.  Loud  told  me  on  the 
trip  that  we  were  on  this  last  summer,  and  I  can  not  tell  when  Mr. 
Foss  told  me. 

Q.  First,  what  did  Mr.  Loud  tell  you? — A.  Mr.  Loud  told  me  that 
they  had  employed  one. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  conversation  that  Mr.  Loud  had  at  that 
time  ?  Exactly  what  information  did  you  get  from  Mr.  Loud  at  that 
time? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  tell  the  exact  information;  I 
w^ould  not  attempt  to. 

Q.  Well,  now,  you  can  tell  us,  about  as  near  as  you  can  recollect, 
what  information  you  got  from  Mr.  Loud  on  that  trip. — ^A.  Mr.  Loud 
spoke  of  it  twice  on  that  trip. 

Q.  Well,  now,  what  did  he  say — as  near  as  you  can  recall  ? — A.  Wc 
were  discussing  submarines,  and  the  argument  was  more  or  less 
heated,  and  I  made  the  statement  that  they  were  employing  attorneys 
in  Members'  districts. 
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Q.  Now,  what  was  your  basis  for  that  statement  at  that  time? — ^A. 
I  had  heard  that  there  was  a  man  in  Loud's  district  before  then. 

Q.  In  what  way  had  you  heard  that? — ^A.  I  can  not  tell  you  when 
I  first  heard  of  it,  when  he  first  told  me. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  how  long  before  this  talk  with  Mr.  Loud  you 
heard  about  it? — ^A.  No,  I  can  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  about  it  when  you  voted  for  the  appropriation 
bill  of  1907  ? — ^A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  knew  about  it  before  then, 
but  I  think  about  that  time. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  it  come  to  you? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  who 
told  me  first;  I  did  not  know  the  man's  name;  I  simply  knew  that 
there  was  a  man  out  there.  The  first  time  I  got  his  name  was  some 
time  after  I  introduced  the  resolution. 

Q.  So  can't  you  recall  in  any  way,  as  best  you  can,  to  refresh  your 
recollection,  whether  you  had  heard  about  this  employment  of  this 
attorney  in  Michigan  at  the  time  the  1907  naval  bill  was  considered 
in  your  committee? — A.  I  could  not  give  you  the  date  that  I  first 
learned  of  it. 

Q.  Can  you  not  recall  in  what  way  this  news  came  to  you? — A. 
No,  I  can  not ;  not  when  it  first  came  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  whether  it  came  by  means  of  a  conversation 
or  a  letter? — A.  It  probably  did  come  by  means  of  a  conversation, 
because  I  had  no  letter. 

Q.  Can  you  hot  recall  with  whom  you  had  the  conversation  ? — A.  I 
can  not  recall  who  was  the  first  person  that  gave  me  any  information 
about  it. 

Q.  When  you  came  to  discuss  the  matter  with  Mr.  Loud  did  he 
bring  up  the  subject  to  you.  or  you  bring  it  up  with  him  ?^ — A.  We 
were  discussing  submarines. 

Q.  Well,  now,  what  did  he  say ;  who  first  broached  the  subject  of 
the  employment  of  attorneys  in  Michigan? — A.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Loud  did.  I  said  there  were  being  attorneys  employed,  but  I  did  not 
mention  Michigan  or  his  district. 

Q.  Yet  you  faiew  him  at  that  time? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  Loud  were  quite  friendly,  were  you  not  ? — A.  We 
are  now. 

Q,  You  were  at  that  time? — A.  No  more  so  than  now. 

Q.  But  you  were  friendly  enough  so  that  you  talked  over  matters 
in  relation  to  the  committee  and  your  personal  relations  thereto  with 
each  other? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  an  attorney  was  employed  in  his  district  and  sug- 
gested nothing  to  your  frienid  about  it  ? — ^A.  I  did  not  care  to  mention 
it  to  him ;  I  ^ould  not  have  mentioned  it  to  him  then  if  he  had  not 
spoken  about  it. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  he  say  ? — A.  I  have  testified  that  his  testimony 
was  substantially  correct. 

Q.  That  Mr.  Loud's  testimony  was  correct? — A.  Substantially  cor- 
rect at  the  time  Mr.  Vreeland  reiferred  to ;  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Vreeland. 

Q.  And  you  have  nothing  to  add  to  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  information  that  came  to  you  at  that  time 
with  the  two  conversations  with  Mr.  Loud  on  that  trip  on  the  subject 
of  an  attorney  being  hired  in  Michigan? — A.  That  was  the  first  in- 
formation that  came  to  me. 
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Q.  I  am  speaking  about  what  information  you  got  from  Mr. 
Loud  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  all  the  information  you  got  from  Mr.  Loud  at 
that  time,  that  he  has  already  testified  to  ?— A.  That  was  practically 
all ;  that  was  one  of  the  conversations.  I  would  not  like  to  swear  that 
that  was  all  that  was  said  by  Mr.  Loud  and  I  at  any  time. 

Q.  If  there  was  any  more,  will  you  not  state  it  to  us? — ^A.  Well,  at 
one  of  those  conversations  Mr.  Loud  said  in  resj)onse  to  what  I  had 
to  say,  that  attorneys  were  hired  in  various  districts,  "Yes,  and  paid 
by  the  piece." 

Q.  Mr.  Loud  said  that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  on  this  trip? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  sav  to  that? — ^A.  That  was  just  as  were  leaving 
the  table.  Everyone  else  had  left  the  dining  room  and  going  up  on 
deck. 

Q.  Was  there  any  further  conversation  about  that? — A.  None 
whatever. 

Q.  But  he  did  not  give  the  name  of  that  lawyer  at  that  time?— 
A.  No,  sir ;  no  name  and  no  district. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  state  any  more  than  was  contained  in  the  addi- 
tional statement  you  have  just  given,  and  that  is  contained  in  his 
statement  on  774? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  next  did  you  hear  about  the  employment  of  this  Michigan 
attorney  ? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  recall  any  other  conversation  with  any- 
one about  a  Michigan  attorney  until  after  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced. 

Q.  AVhen  was  that  next  after  the  resolution  was  introduced? — A.  I 
should  think — the  resolution  was  introduced  Thursday,  the  20th  of 
February,  as  I  recall  it,  and  I  think  it  was  the  first  following  week. 

Q.  About  as  you  testified  yesterday,  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  with  Mr.  Cameron,  a  newspaper  man  ? — A.  He  is 
a  newspaper  correspondent,  and  I  think  that  is  his  name. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Webster  said  that  was  probably  two  days  before  the 
appointment  of  this  committee.  This  resolution  was  introduced  on 
the  20th,  and  Mr.  Webster  recalled  that  about  March  4  or  5  Mr. 
Cameron  came  into  your  office.  Does  that  correspond  with  your 
recollection  ? — A.  No ;  he  came  in  earlier  than  that. 

Q.  How  much  earlier? — A.  I  should  say  he  was  in  there  by  the 
24th  or  25th. 

Q.  And  he  was  the  person  who  brought  these  newspaper  clippings 
for  you  which  jou  placed  m  your  testimony,  was  it? — A.  I  thmk  so. 

Q.  The  original  issue,  pages  20-21,  from  the  Detroit  News,  two 
clippings  from  the  Detroit  News? — A.  I  think  he  brought  those  clip- 
pings in,  but  I  am  not  sure  about  it. 

Q.  Where  else  would  you  have  obtained  them? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  you  recall  where  you  got  this  particular  information, 
would  you  not  ? — A.  No ;  because  I  got  a  good  many  clippings. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  from  anybody  else  concerning  this 
man  Gordon? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having  gotten  any  other  informa- 
tion. He  did  not  know  Mr.  Gordon's  initials  at  that  time  that  he  was 
in. 

Q.  How  long  after  did  he  furnish  them? — A.  He  did  not  furnish 
me  with  them.  He  furnished  Mr.  Webster  with  his  initials  after- 
wards. 
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Q.  A  few  days  afterwards? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  So  that  when  you  gave  your  interview  to  the  Washingtoi\  Post 
of  Friday,  February  21,  1908,  and  contained  on  page  11  of  the  orig- 
inal print  of  our  testimony,  you  made  that  statement,  page  11,  under 
the  paragraph,  "Adepts  in  lobby  work,"  the  sentence  reading,  "  They 
have  brought  all  sorts  of  pressure  to  bear  on  individual  Members,  ana 
even  candidates  have  been  brought  into  the  field  to  contest  the 
nomination  of  Members  who  have  opposed  the  company's  policy." 
Do  you  recall  that  sentence  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  sentence  had  reference  to  this  man  Gordon's  relations 
with  Mr.  Loud,  had  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  he  testified  that  Mr.  Loud  had  not  told  you  anything 
concerning  this  fact  that  Mr.  Gordon  had  been  brought  in  to  con- 
test his  nomination.  Where  did  you  get  that  information  ? — A.  That 
information  did  not  come  to  me  from  Mr.  Loud. 

Q.  Where  did  it  come  from? — A.  It  came  from  another  member  of 
the  Naval  Committee. 

Q.  Who?— A.  Mr.  Foss. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Foss  tell  you  that? — A.  About  a  year  ago;  a 
little  more,  perhaps. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  spring  of A.  I  won't  be  positive  about  that, 

but  it  was  before  Mr.  Loud  had  said  anything  to  me  about  it. 

A.  I  won't  eb  positive  about  that,  but  it  was  before  Mr.  Loud  had 
said  anything  to  me  about  it 

Q.  Now,  what  was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Foss  telling  you  that? — 
A.  We  were  discussing  the  submarines  and  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany and  their  methods.. 

Q.  Where?— A.  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  this? — A.  He  said  that  he  had  heard 
that  they  had  a  candidate  out  in  Mr.  Loud's  district. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  saj^? — A.  That  is  about  all  he  said;  I  do  not 
recall  the  exact  conversation. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  exactly  where  it  occurred? — A.  It  was 
either  in  the  committee  room  or  on  the  Dolphin ,  I  am  not  sure  which. 

Q.  Was  it  about  the  time  that  you  had  this  convei-sation  with  Mr. 
Loud? — A.  I  can  not  tell  vou. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  or  after? — A.  It  was 
before. 

Q.  Was  that  the  source  of  the  information  that  vou  originally 
possessed  concerning  this  matter? — A.  That  was  one  o^  the  sources. 

Q.  So  that  you  knew  this  at  the  time  you  talked  to  Mr.  I^oud  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  mention  it  to  him? — A.  No,  sir:  I  would  not 
mention  it  to  him. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  mention  it  to  vou  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  other  information  have  you  concerning  this  particu- 
lar paragraph  in  the  Washington  Post;  any  other? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  not  read  the  paragraph  ^et.  Let  me  see  if  there  is  anything 
else  contained  in  it.  [Examinmg  article.]  No,  sir:  I  have  no  other 
information  on  that  paragraph. 

Q.  Now,  after  the  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  20th  day  of 
February,  what  did  you  first  do  to  secure  information  to  lay  before 
this  committee? — A.* Why,  I  did  not  do  anything  until  aher  Mr. 
Neff  came  to  see  me  and  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  give  me  any 
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Q.  I  am  speaking  about  what  information  you  got  from  Mr. 
Loud  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  all  the  information  you  got  from  Mr.  Loud  at 
that  time,  that  he  has  already  testified  to  ? — ^A.  That  was  practically 
all ;  that  was  one  of  the  conversations.  1  would  not  like  to  swear  that 
that  was  all  that  was  said  by  Mr.  Loud  and  I  at  any  time. 

Q.  If  there  was  any  more,  will  you  not  state  it  to  us? — ^A.  Well,  at 
one  of  those  conversations  Mr.  Loud  said  in  resi)onse  to  what  I  had 
to  say,  that  attorneys  were  hired  in  various  districts,  "Yes,  and  paid 
by  tlie  piece." 

Q.  Mr.  Loud  said  that  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  on  this  trip? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  that? — A.  That  was  just  as  were  leaving 
the  table.  Everyone  else  had  left  the  dining  room  and  going  up  on. 
deck. 

Q.  Was  there  any  further  conversation  about  that? — A.  None 
whatever. 

Q.  But  he  did  not  give  the  name  of  that  lawyer  at  that  time? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  no  name  and  no  district. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  state  any  more  than  was  contained  in  the  addi- 
tional statement  you  have  just  given,  and  that  is  contained  in  his 
statement  on  774? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  next  did  you  hear  about  the  employment  of  this  Michigan 
attorney  ? — A.  Well,  1  do  not  recall  any  other  conversation  with  any- 
one about  a  Michigan  attorney  until  after  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced. 

Q.  When  was  that  next  after  the  resolution  was  introduced  ? — A.  I 
should  think — the  resolution  was  introduced  Thursday,  the  20th  of 
February,  as  I  recall  it,  and  I  think  it  was  the  first  following  week. 

Q.  About  as  you  testified  yesterday,  then? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  with  Mr.  Cameron,  a  newspaper  man  ? — A.  He  is 
a  newspaper  correspondent,  and  I  think  that  is  his  name. 

Q.  Xow,  Mr.  Webster  said  that  was  probably  two  days  before  the 
appointment  of  this  committee.  This  resolution  was  introduced  on 
the  20th,  and  Mr.  Webster  recalled  that  about  March  4  or  5  Mr, 
Cameron  came  into  your  office.  Does  that  correspond  with  your 
recollection  ? — A.  No ;  he  came  in  earlier  than  that. 

Q.  How  much  earlier? — A.  I  should  say  he  was  in  there  by  the 
24th  or  25th. 

Q.  And  he  was  the  person  who  brought  these  newspaper  clippings 
for  you  which  yon  placed  In  your  testimony,  was  it  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  The  original  issue,  pages  20-21,  from  the  Detroit  News,  two 
clippings  from  the  Detroit  News? — A.  I  think  he  brought  those  clip- 
pings in,  but  I  am  not  sure  about  it. 

Q.  Where  else  would  you  have  obtained  them  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Would  you  recall  where  you  got  this  particular  information, 
would  you  not  ? — A.  No ;  because  I  got  a  good  many  clippings. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  information  from  anybody  else  concerning  this 
man  Gordon? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having  gotten  any  other  informa- 
tion. He  did  not  know  Mr.  Gordon's  initials  at  that  time  that  he  was 
in. 

Q.  How  long  after  did  he  furnish  them? — A.  He  did  not  furnish 
me  with  them.  He  furnished  Mr.  Webster  with  his  initials  after- 
wards. 


HEARINGS   ON.  HOUSE   RESOLUTION  288.  1563 

Q.  A  few  days  afterwards? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  So  that  when  you  gave  your  interview  to  the  Washingtoi\  Post 
of  Friday,  February  21,  1908,  and  contained  on  page  11  of  the  orig- 
inal print  of  our  testimony,  you  made  that  statement,  page  11,  under 
the  paragraph,  "Adepts  in  lobby  work,"  the  sentence  reading,  "  They 
have  brought  all  sorts  of  pressure  to  bear  on  individual  Members,  and 
even  candidates  have  been  brought  into  the  field  to  contest  the 
nomination  of  Members  who  have  opposed  the  company's  policy." 
Do  you  recall  that  sentence? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  sentence  had  reference  to  this  man  Gordon's  relations 
with  Mr.  Loud,  had  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  he  testified  that  Mr.  Loud  had  not  told  you  anything 
concerning  this  fact  that  Mr.  Gordon  had  been  brought  in  to  con- 
test his  nomination.  Where  did  you  get  that  information? — A.  That 
information  did  not  come  to  me  from  Mr.  Loud. 

Q.  Where  did  it  come  from  ? — A.  It  came  from  another  member  of 
the  Naval  Committee. 

Q.  Who?— A.  Mr.  Foss. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Foss  tell  you  that? — A.  About  a  year  ago;  a 
little  more,  perhaps. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  spring  of A.  I  won't  be  positive  about  that, 

but  it  was  before  Mr.  Loud  had  said  anything  to  me  about  it. 

A.  I  won't  eb  positive  about  that,  but  it  was  before  Mr.  Ijoud  had 
said  anything  to  me  about  it. 

Q.  Now,  what  was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Foss  telling  you  that? — 
A.  We  were  discussing  the  submarines  and  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany and  their  methods.  • 

Q.  Where? — A.  I  do  not  recall. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  this? — A.  He  said  that  he  had  heard 
that  they  had  a  candidate  out  in  Mr.  Loud's  district. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  saj^? — A.  That  is  about  all  he  said;  I  do  not 
recall  the  exact  conversation. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  exactly  where  it  occurred  ? — A.  It  was 
either  in  the  committee  room  or  on  the  Dolphin,  I  am  not  sure  which. 

Q.  Was  it  about  the  time  that  you  had  this  conversation  with  Mr. 
Loud? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  or  after? — A.  It  was 
before. 

Q.  Was  that  the  source  of  the  information  that  you  originally 
possessed  concerning  this  matter? — ^A.  That  was  one  of  the  sources. 

Q.  So  that  you  laiew  this  at  the  time  you  talked  to  Mr.  Ix)ud? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  mention  it  to  him? — A.  No,  sir:  I  would  not 
mention  it  to  him. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  mention  it  to  you  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Now,  what  other  information  nave  you  concerning  this  particu- 
lar paragraph  in  the  Washington  Post;*^  any  other? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  not  read  the  paragraph  yet.  Let  me  see  if  there  is  anything 
else  contained  in  it.  [Examining  article.]  No,  sir:  I  have  no  other 
information  on  that  paragraph. 

Q.  Now,  after  the  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  20th  day  of 
February,  what  did  you  first  do  to  secure  information  to  lay  before 
this  committee? — A.  Why,  I  did  not  do  anything  until  after  Mr. 
Neff  came  to  see  me  and  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  give  me  any 
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information.  He  wanted  to  know  what  information  I  had  and  spoke 
to  m^  once  or  twice  about  that. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  him  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  exactly  what  I  told 
him.  I  told  him  I  thought  I  had  sufficient  to  warrant  this  investipa- 
tion. 

Q.  Well,  now,  tell  us  just  what  informaticHi  you  had. — A.  I  have 
testified  to  that  in  my  first  hearing;  I  had  not  seen  anyone  before  that. 

Q.  You  had  not  seen  anybody  &fore  that? — A.  I  beg  your  pardon; 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that;  that  was  some  time  after  the  resolution 
was  introduced.  I  mean  what  information  I  had  is  practically 
embodied  in  that  first  testimony  of  mine  on  the  stand. 

Q.  You  testified  that  you  directed  Mr.  Webster  on  the  13th  of 
February  to  begin  the  preparation  of  the  resolution  of  the  investiga- 
tion?— A.  Well,  my  impression  is  that  it  was  on  the  12th,  because  I 
left  here  on  the  12th,  and  it  was  just  before  I  was  going  to  the  train, 
as  I  remember  it. 

Q.  It  was  after  the  meeting  of  the  Naval  Committee,  which  met 
and  decided  on  the  naval  programme,  was  it? — A.  Ye&,*sir. 

Q.  It  was  following  that? — A.  It  was  within  a  couple  of  days. 

Q.  Had  you  given  any  consideration  before  that  to  the  resolution 
of  this  investigation? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  it  in  my  mind  for  a  long 
time. 

Q.  How  long? — A.  I  can  not  tell  th^t.  I  certainly  had  it  in  my 
mind  last  summer  when  we  were  on  the  Dolphin. 

Q.  Had  you  conferred  about  it  with  your  colleagues  at  that  time?— 
A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  talk  about  it  on  the  trip  on  the  Dolphin? — A.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  said  I  intended  or  was  contemplating  the  intro- 
ducing of  a  resolution ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  made — we  were  talking 
a  good  deal  about  the  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Did  you  not  at  that  time  rather  intimate  to  your  colleagues  that 
you  would  cause  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  as  indicated  by  your 
resolution  264,  and  of  the  submarine  methods,  as  indicated  by  your 
resolution  255? — A.  I  do  not  recollect  that;  I  do  not  recollect  having 
made  a  statement  of  that  kind. 

Q.  But  you  did  have  some  consideration  of  these  matters  on  your 
trip  at  that  time? — A.  We  talked  about  naval  matters  in  June  and 
another  matter  was  talked  about  which  I  think  was  embodied  in  Mr. 
Hobson's  resolution,  and  that  was  to  consolidate  the  bureaus  and  try 
and  bring  more  businesslike  methods  into  practice  in  the  navy-yards. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it. 

Q.  AVliat  particular  persons  did  you  talk  with  on  that  trip  concern- 
ing the  advisability  of  your  starting  an  investigation  ? — A.  I  do  not 
recall  talking  to  anybody  on  the  advisability  of  my  starting  the  in- 
vestigation. 

Q.  Did  you  not  talk  to  anyone  concerning  the  advisability  of  start- 
ing an  investigation? — A.  1  do  not  recall  any  conversation  of  that 
character. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  you  connect  in  your  mind  your  trip  with  the 
subject  of  the  investigation? — A.  Oh,  the  subject  of  the  investigation 
has  been  talked  of  way,  way  back  of  that. 

Q.  By  yourself? — A.  No;  I  had  it  in  mind,  but  I  never  have 
talked  about  it. 
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Q.  What  brought  it  into  your  mind? — A.  The  practices  of  these 
people. 

Q.  In  what  way  have  yon  observed  their  practices? — A.  The  way 
I  have  stated  here. 

Q.  Nothing  further  than  you  have  stated? — A.  Nothing  further 
than  I  have  stated  here. 

Q.  And  these  practices  have  determined  you;  when  did  you  make 
up  your  mind  when  first  to  initiate  an  investigation  ? — A.  I  had  not 
fully  made  up  my  mind  when  I  told  the  secretary  to  draw  those  reso- 
lutions; had  not  fully  made  up  my  mind  to  introduce  either  one  ot 
them. 

Q.  You  were  considering  it A.  For  a  long  time. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  your  secretary  last  fall? — A.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  talking  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  it  in  your  mind  when  you  voted  on  the  naval 
bill? — ^A.  I  did  not  have  the  investigation  in  my  mind  until  since 
then. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  it  in  your  mind  when  you  voted  for  submarine 
legislation  a  year  ago? — A.  No;  I  did  not  have  in  my  mind  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution. 

Q.  Or  that  an  investigation  should  be  had  ? — A.  I  did  not  have  it 
in  my  mind :  I  do  not  think  I  did,  not  to  the  extent  of  introducing  a 
resolution.  I  had  in  my  mind  that  they  were  doing  things  that  they 
ought  not  to  do,  and  that  the  goods  ought  to  stand  on  their  merits. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  it  come  to  you  that  they  were  doing  things 
ihey  ought  not  to  do,  so  that  the  goods  did  not  stand  on  their  merits? — 
A.  It  came  forcibly  in  my  own  instance,  in  my  own  case. 

Q.  In  the  Taylor  occurrence  ? — ^A.  Kellogg. 

Q.  Is  that  the  one  thing? — A.  Oh,  no;  that  is  one  instance. 

Q.  What  else  ? — A.  Rumors  I  had  heard  for  years. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  time  connect  Mr.  Taylor  with  the  Electric  Boat 
Company? — A.  Connect  him? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  He  was  one  of  the  men  that  visited  me  in  their  inter- 
ests. 

Q.  Did  he  state  at  that  time  to  you  that  he  was  sent  by  the  Electric 
Boat  Company? — A.  I  do  not  think  that  he  did,  but  I  assumed  that 
he  was,  eitherhe  or  their  agent,  Mr.  Kellogg;. 

Q.  Did  you  seek  to  find  out  from  him  or  Mr.  Kellogg  whether  Mr. 
Taylor  went  there  at  the  instigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  ? — 
A.  No;  I  assumed  it  at  once. 

Q.  A\Tiat  basis  had  you  for  the  assumption? — A.  I  know  that  he 
was  acquainted  with  them  and  sold  them  goods. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  basis  of  your  assumption  that  he  represented 
the  company? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  inquire  of  either  Mr.  Kellogg  or  Mr.  Taylor 
whether  that  assumption  was  warranted  by  the  facts? — A.  It  did  not 
oc»cur  to  me  for  a  moment  it  was  not  so;  I  believe  it  just  as  much  as 
Mr.  Kellogg  was  employed  or  sent  to  me  by  them. 

Q.  But  vou  did  not  seek  to  find  out  whether  that  belief  was  correct 
or  not? — A.  I  did  not  seek  to  find  out  whether  Mr.  Kellogg  was  hired 
by  them  or  not. 

"^  Q.  But  you  assumed,  you  said  before  us  in  your  testimony,  I  think 
the  first  day,  that  the  solicitation  of  a  Member  of  Congress  by  a  manu- 
facturer who  is  expecting  orders  from  an  appropriation  is  a  corrupt 
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and  wrongful  act A.  I  will  say  that  the  party  who  sets  him  on  is 

doing  a  wrongful  act. 

Q.  On  pa^  23  of  our  hearings  you  place  a  clipping  from  the  Bos- 
ton Herald,  m  which  it  is  statei— page  23  of  the  origmal,  probably  it 
would  be  33  there — in  which  it  says,  "In  each  case  the  constituent  has 
been  bribed  to  approach  his  Congressman  in  the  matter  by  the  promise 
of  a  profitable  contract  which  was  dependent  upon  the  passage  of 
the  desired  legislation.  The  evil  of  corruption  was  in  the  transaction 
as  definitely  as  if  the  offer  of  the  bribe  had  been  made  directly  to  the 
jOongressman."  Now,  you  charge  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  been  bribed 
to  approach  you,  and  tnat  he  had  approached  you,  and  that  you  did 
not  seek  to  find  out  whether  that  assumption  was  true,  whether  he  had 
been  bribed  or  whether  that  approacn  to  you  was  wrongful? — A. 
Those  are  your  words,  Mr.  Stevens;  they  are  not  mine. 

Q.  Isn't  that  a  fact? — A.  I  claim  the  wrongful  part  of  it  is  with 
the  company  that  set  them  on.  I  do  not  charge  that  it  is  corrupt  or 
wrongful  for  a  man  to  try  to  get  business  as  Mr.  Taylor  was  trying 
to  do,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  charged  that  it  is  wrongful  for 
an  attorney  to  take  employment,  but  I  do  charge  that  a  party  who 
does  employ  them,  sets  them  on  to  the  Members  of  Congress,  is  do- 
ing something  wrongful. 

Q.  You  say,  then,  that  Mr.  Taylor  was  all  right,  was  doing  a  laud- 
able act,  seeking  to  influence  you  to  vote  for  submarine  legislation  in 
which  you  did  not  believe? — A.  I  would  say  Mr.  Taylor  was  after 
business ;  I  do  not  care  to  make  any  further  comment  on  that  question. 

Q.  But  that  matter  being  concerned  with  which  he  had  a  contract 
with  the  Electric  Boat  Company  was  doing  an  unlawful,  corrupt  act, 
seeking  to  have  him  approach  you? — A.  I  think  it  is  a  wrongful 
practice. 

Q.  It  was  a  wrongful  practice  for  Mr.  Taylor  and  a  wrongful  prac- 
tice for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  go  to  Mr.  Taylor,  is  that  it?— 
A.  I  did  not  use  that  language ;  that  is  your  language,  Mr.  Stevens. 

Q.  Let  us  find  out  where  the  wrongful  practice  exists.  Mr.  Taylor, 
ou  said,  was  not  adopting  a  wrongful  practice  in  talking  to  you. — A. 

do  not  charge  Mr.  Taylor  with  having  done  anything  wrongful  in 
trying  to  obtain  a  large  order  for  goocis,  but  I  do  charge  the  party 
that  set  him  on  to  a  Member  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  is  aoing 
something  that  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  If  they  have  got  goods 
to  sell  to  the  Government,  I  think  they  ought  to  sell  them  on  their 
merits  and  at  a  reasonable  price  and  with  competition. 

Q.  Then  let  us  find  out  who  is  wrong  in  this  case.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
all  right  in  approaching  you  to  seek  you  to  vote  for  submarine  legis- 
lation; that  is  your  position? — A.  I  am  not  making  any  complaint 
against  Mr.  Taylor  in  approaching  me. 

Q.  But  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  was  wrong ;  that  their  con- 
duct was  reprehensible  in  getting  Mr.  Taylor  to  approach  you ;  is  that 
your  position  ? — A.  That  is  my  position ;  I  think  that  is  wrong. 

Q.  You  had  no  knowledge  or  information  about  that  time  that  Mr. 
Taylor  was  instigated  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  did  you? — A 
I  did  not  doubt  it  for  a  minute. 

Q.  But  what  information  had  you  as  to  that? — A.  I  had  no  in- 
formation that  they  ever  paid  Mr.  Kellogg  any  money;  I  have  no  in- 
formation that  they  paid  Mr.  Gordon  any,  except  what  he  testified  to 
the  other  day. 
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Q.  Mr.  Kellogg  testified  that  he  was  an  attorney  employed  for  a 
perfectly  legitimate  and  proper  work. — A.  Mr.  Taylor  told  me  that 
there  was  business  in  it  for  him  if  he  could  get  an  order. 

Q.  N0W5  Mr.  Taylor  told  you  the  same  tmng,  did  he  not? — ^A.  Mr. 
Tavlor;  yes,  he  told  me. 

0-  Now,  you  assumed,  without  seeking  to  find  out,  that  your 
friend  Mr.  Taylor  was  cooperating  with  the  reprehensible  and  wrong- 
ful act? — A.  I  think  he  was  tied  up  with  the  boat  crowd. 

Q.  Did  you  seek  to  find  out  whether  that  assumption  was  well 
founded — whether  your  friend  Mr.  Taylor  was  cooperating  to  con- 
summate a  wrongful  and  reprehensible  act? — A.  I  knew  it  as  well  as 
I  knew  the  sun  shines,  in  my  mind  at  the  time. 

Q.  What  was  the  basis  of  your  knowledge  ? — A.  The  mere  fact  of 
his  coming  to  me. 

Q.  Was  that  all  the  knowledge  you  had? — A.  Yes;  and  stating 
that  he  would  get  business  from  these  people  if  I  voted  for  it. 

Q.  That  is  all  the  knowledge  you  had? — A.  Yes;  that  is  all. 

Q.  So  far  as  the  rest  is  concerned,  that  was  assumption,  was  it? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  is  there  any  difference  in  Mr.  Taylor  coming  to  you  and 
seekinff  a  contract  as  instigated  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or 
you  soliciting  the  Naval  Department  to  award  a  contract  to  the  Lake 
Boat  Company  ? — A.  I  believe  that  it  is  perfectly  proper  to  solicit  the 
Navy  Department  to  award  a  contract  to  a  company  where  they  are 
not  taking  any  chances  and  where  the  contract  must  be  better  than 
anything  of  the  kind  afloat,  and  where  the  contract  price  is  less,  and 
those  things  were  all  embodied  in  that  contract.  They  had  to  build 
a  better  article  at  less  money  at  their  own  risk,  and  tne  Department 
is  not  tied  up  or  held  in  any  way,  or  any  money  advanced. 

Q.  Now,  in  what  way  had  you  been  informed  of  those  facts  you 
just  statea  when  you  sent  that  telegram  from  Waterbury,  using  the 
word  "solicited?"— A.  I  had  not  Ixjen  informed  of  the  facts  at  all, 
but  was  very  glad  to  knpw  that  the  Department  by  that  ruling  had 
been  placed  in  a  position  where  competition  was  thrown  open  to  them 
and  where  they  had  a  chance  to  get  value  received  for  their  money. 

Q.  But  without  knowing  anything  about  the  facts  of  what  you 
were  asking  for,  without  becoming  advised  as  to  whether  this  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  you  sent  that  telegram  soliciting  the 
contract  for  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat,  did  you  not? — A.  At  a  glance, 
Mr.  Stevens,  any  business  man  could  see  that  that  decision  was  bound 
to  result  in  the  saving  of  a  large  sum  of  money 

Q.  I  have  asked  you,  you  sent  that  telegram  without  any  infor- 
mation at  all  as  to  whether  these  facts  you  have  just  stated  were  well 
founded  ? — A.  I  knew  if  there  was  no  competition  that  the  Navy  De- 
partment would  be  at  the  mercy  of  one  company,  whereas  if  it  was 
thrown  open  to  two  bidders  that  necessarily  the  Department  would 
be  in  a  position  to  drive  a  shrewd  bargain,  and  get  value  received. 

Q.  But  you  knew  from  your  previous  testimony  that  the  Navy  De- 
partment did  not  know  enough  to  drive  a  sharp  bargain,  did  you 
not? — A.  Well,  they  did  in  this  Lake  contract,  because  it  is  between 
$200  and  $300  a  ton  less  than  the  others. 

Q.  So  that  there  was  a  great  deal  more  wisdom  in  the  same  officers 
between  the  time  they  made  the  Electric  Boat  contract  and  the  time 
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they  made  the  Lake  contract? — A.  They  have  more  wisdom  along 
certain  lines,  I  think ;  I  have  f idly  stated  that  the  other  day. 

Q.  So  you  are  not  willing  to  withdraw  that  statement  that  the 
Navv  officers  are  incompetent  and  ignorant  about  their  busint^^i— 
A.  That  is  your  statement,  Mr.  Stevens;  I  have  never  made  it. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  when  you  sent  that  telegram  did  you  know 
and  consider  anything  about  the  relative  merits  of  these  two  con- 
cerns, at  that  time  that  you  sent  that  telegram  ? — A.  The  relative 
merits? 

Q.  Yes.  Did  you  not  have  in  mind  the  same  as  nearly  every  other 
Member  of  Congress  has  in  mind  that  you  wanted  your  constitu- 
ents to  have  a  chance  and  let  them  fight  out  the  merits  before  the  De- 
partment?— A.  I  wanted  open  competition  before  the  Department, 
and  open  competition  for  every  company  building  boats. 

Q.  i  ou  knew  at  that  time  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
claimed  to  be  your  constituents  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  seeking  to  do  what  you  could  in  their  interests 
in  a  proper  way,  as  you  have  said? — A.  They  were  seeking  me  to  do 
what  I  could  for  their  interests,  but  I  had  never  gone  out  of  the  way 
specially,  except  in  the  way  of  sending  a  telegram  and  writing  a  let- 
ter. I  know  they  wanted  me  to  come  down  nere  the  time  the  dele- 
gation met  from  Bridgeport,  and  I  was  not  interested  enough  to 
come. 

Q.  You  sent  the  telegram  in  which  you  used  the  language  that 
you  solicited  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy'to  incline  favorably  to  your 
constituents? — A.  That  is  not  exactly  the  way  the  telegram  read, 
I  do  not  think.  I  know  that  I  was  in  a  great  hurry  at  the  time  the 
telegram  was  sent. 

Q.  I  think  I  am  using  the  language  of  your  telegram,  3'ou  un- 
doubtedly used  the  word  "  solicited."  You  did  send  a  telegram  in 
which  you  used  the  words  "  solicited  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy." — A.  I  would  like  the  exact  words,  if  I  am  to  answer  the 

?uestion.  I  am  willing  to  say  I  sent  a  telegram  in  which  I  solicited 
or  a  constituent. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  that  wrongful  at  the  time? — A.  I  considered 
it  the  greatest  possible  good  to  the  Department  itself  to  get  that  ap- 
propriation open  to  competitidn. 

Q.  But  vou  cited  it  to  be  reprehensible  and  wrongful  for  another 
concern  which  applies  to  do  the  same  thing  on  their  part  that  you 
are  doing? — A.  Well,  it  is  not  the  same  thing,  Mr.  Stevens.  I  have 
never  known  the  Lake  Company  to  attempt  to  shut  out  competition 
or  to  attempt  to  get  Congress  to  appropriate  for  an  excessive  number 
of  submarines. 

Q.  Now,  let  us  find  out  about  .the  basis  of  that.  Did  Mr.  Taylor 
ask  you  to  vote  for  an  excessive  number  of  submarines? — A.  Well,  he 
was 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  ask  you?— A.  He  thought  my  vote  of  $1,000,000 
was  not  as  large  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 

Q.  Did  he  make  that  estimate  in  his  talk  with  you  upon  the  fact  of 
business  to  him  or  the  need  of  the  country? — A.  'Mr.  Taylor? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  do  not  think  that  the  needs  of  the  country  were 
mentioned  to  me  by  him. 

Q.  So  that  he  did  not  take  that  into  consideraton  in  his  talk  with 
you? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Taylor  took  into  consideration. 
He  did  not  mention  that  to  me. 
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Q.  Did  not  mention  it  ? — A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  So  that  in  his  talk  with  you,  in  which  he  solicited  you  to  vote  for 
a  large  number  of  submarines  so  that  he  could  get  some  business  out 
of  it  was  all  right,  and  you  soliciting  the  Xavy  Department  to  get  a 
contract  for  your  constituent  was  all  right? — A.  There  is  a  vast  dif- 
ference between  the  two  parts  of  that  question. 

Q.  Let  us  finish  the  question.  His  soliciting  you  to  vote  for  sub- 
marines without  mentioning  whether  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country  is  all  right;  there  is  no  objection  to  be  made. — A.  I  do  not 
say  that,  Mr.  Stevens;  I  say  that  I  am  not  making  any  complaint 
against  Mr.  Taylor. 

Q.  Let  us  find  out :  do  you  state  that  his  action  was  wrongful  ? — 
A.  No;  I  do  not  complain  of  his  action. 

Q.  If  it  was  not  wrongful  it  was  right.  You  can  not  deny  that. — 
A.  I  have  said  it  was  not  wrongful ;  I  did  not  consider  it  wrongful 
for  him  to  try  to  do  business. 

Q.  If  it  was  not  wrongful  it  must  have  been  right;  there  is  no 
halfway  business.  Now,  if  it  was  not  wrongful  for  him  to  solicit 
busine^  with  you,  and  if  it  was  not  wrongful  for  you  to  solicit 
business  for  the  Lake  Company,  in  what  way  was  it  wrongful  for 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  solicit  business  along  the  same  line  ? — 
A.  They  were  not  along  the  same  line,  and  it  would  have  been 
wrongful  for  me  to  have  solicited  business  for  the  Lake  Company  if 
they  had  not  been  building  as  good  or  a  better  article  at  the  same  or 
less  price.  But  I  could  see  at  once,  and  so  wrote  the  Secretary,  that 
if  this  matter  could  be  thrown  open  to  competition  it  meant  a  very 
large  saving  to  the  Government. 

Q.  Then  the  basis  for-  your  judgment  as  to  the  wrongful  action  is 
the  difference  of  opinion  between  what  you  consider  the  Lake  Com- 

Eany  effort  and  the  Electric  Boat  Company  effort? — A.  I  do  not 
now;  I  can  not  state  the  other  people's  opinion;  I  can  only  state 
my  own. 

Q.  Now,  in  what  way  was  there  competition?  In  what  way  had 
you  in  mind  that  there  should  be  competition  in  awarding  that  con- 
tract to  the  Lake  Company  ? — A.  The  Government  got  a  hetter  boat 
for  less  money. 

Q.  And  where  did  the  competition  come  in? — A.  The  element  of 
competition  was  there  because  they  paid  very  much  less  money — I 
think  over  $200  a  ton  less. 

Q.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion  that  you  and  I  can  not  settle;  the 
other  people  claim  it  is  a  good  deal  more  expensive,  and  we  can  not 
settle  that;  but,  however,  isn't  it  a  matter  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
or  not  one  presented  a  proposition  better  than  the  other? — ^A.  I  do 
not  think  so;  it  is  right  in  the  contract. 

Q.  You  think  what  one  did  was  entirely  rightful  and  laudable  so 
far  as  the  Government  was  concerned,  and  the  other  is  wrongful  and 
corrupt;  that  is  your  position,  is  it  not? — A.  I  think  the  Electric 
Company  have  indulged  in  wrongful  practices;  I  am  not  talking 
about  this  particular  contract. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  talking  about. — A.  I  think  they  got  ex- 
cessive prices,  but  I  am  not  saying  they  are  blameworthy  for  getting 
all  they  can. 

Q.  Now,  I  ask  you  a  particular  question.  You  assert  that  your 
telegram  to  the  Secretary  was  a  laudable  and  proper  thing,  and  you 
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assert  that  Mr.  Taylor's  efforts  with  you  were  not  wrongful,  but 
naturally  proper  and  right,  but  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company  in 
adopting  methods  so  far  as  it  now  appears  not  different  from  those 
that  have  been  adopted  by  you  are  reprehensible  and  wrongful  in 
their  company  ? — A.  There  is  no  similarity  in  the  methods  employed 
by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  Mr.  Taylor's  proposition;  there 
is  no  similarity. 

Q.  You  consider,  then,  that  Mr.  Taylor's  asking  you  to  vote  for 
submarines  without  any  limit  or  without  any  consideration  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  Government,  was  all  right? — A.  I  am  making  no 
complaint  against  Mr.  Taylor. 

Q.  You  asserted  that  it  is  not  wrongful  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  your  soliciting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  award  a 
contract  to  the  Lake  Company  was  all  right  and  not  wrongful? — A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  that  where  the  Electric  Company  seeks  to  do  the  same  thing 
it  is  wrongful? — A.  They  seek  to  do  the  same  thing  by  different 
methods.  They  seek  to  cut  our  competition,  and  they  seek  to  get  a 
very  large  excess  profit  on  their  goods,  and  they  seek  to  influence 
Members  of  Congress  in  the  ways  in  which  I  have  stated.  Now,  I  do 
not  know  how  that  Compares  with  the  comparisons  you  are  trying  to 
draw. 

The  Chairman.  Before  taking  a  recess  I  will  call  this  gentleman 
here. 

TESTIHONT  OF  CHABLES  D.  CAMERON. 

Charles  D.  Ca^ieron,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  give  to  the  reporter  your  full  name,  resi- 
dence, and  occupation? 

A,  Charles  D.  Cameron. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  This  is  not  the  man. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  what  we  want  to  find  out;  you  said  it  was. 
You  testified  here  Mr.  Cameron,  of  the  Detroit  Journal,  both  you  and 
Mr.  Webster.    This  is  Mr.  Cameron,  of  the  Detroit  Journal. 

Mr.  Ljlley.  I  beg  your  pardon ;  I  said  I  thought  he  said  his  name 
was  Cameron. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  what  his  name  is,  Cameron. 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  am  mistaken,  then,  in  the  name.  No,  this  is  not  the 
man ;  the  man  that  I  referred  to  was  sitting  over  there  early  in  the 
session. 

The  Chairman.  We  want  to  get  it  into  the  record  that  he  is  not  the 
man. 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  have  not  testified 
that  I  knew  the  man's  name. 

Mr.  Webster.  I  have  not  testified  to  that,  either. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Webster,  your  secretary,  and  you  have  both 
used  the  name  of  Mr.  Cameron,  of  the  Detroit  Journal. 

Mr.  Lilley.  I  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  thought  that  was  the  man's 
name,  but  I  see  now  that  this  is  not  the  man.  There  is  another  re- 
porter who  reports  for  the  Michigan  papers  that  sat  here  in  this  room 
IB  the  early  part  of  the  session,  and  I  thought  his  name  was  Cameron. 
Now,  I  simply  got  the  men  mixed,  unless  this  man's  name  is  Cameron. 
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The  Chairman.  There  is  no  further  testimony  necessary  from  you. 
Mr.  Lhuby.  May  I  have  the  testimony  read. 
The  Chairman.  Just  be  patient. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  have  given  your  full  name? — A.  Eesidence,  Detroit,  Mich. ; 
that  is  my  residence ;  I  am  now  living  in  Washington. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Lilley's  secretary  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  Mr.  Lilley's  room  in  this  building? — A.  No; 
never. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  "WTiat  paper  do  you  represent? — A.  The  Detroit  Journal. 

Q.  What  other  men  are  connected  with  the  Detroit  Journal  report- 
ing around  the  Capitol  in  Washington? — A.  There  are  no  other 
representatives  of  the  Detroit  Journal  here. 

Q.  Who  represents  the  Detroit  News? — A.  Mr.  George  B.  Miller. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  Well,  I  think  Mr.  Miller  is  the  only  representa- 
tive of  the  Detroit  News,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Who  represents  the  Detroit  P^ree  Press? — A.  Mr.  Jesse  Car- 
michael. 

Q.  Any  other  representative? — ^A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  other  Detroit  papers  have  representatives  here  ? — A.  The 
Deti'oit  Times  was  represented  by  Mr.  Frank  Hosford,  who  has 
recently  died,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  any  representa- 
tive now  or  not. 

Q.  Any  other  Detroit  papers  have  representatives  that  you  can 
think  of  here? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  So,  outside  of  yourself,  the  other  only  two  representatives  of 
Detroit  papers  in  Washington  are  Mr.  George  Miller,  of  the  News, 
and  Mr.  Jesse  Carmichael,  of  the  Free  Press? — A.  Yes;  that  is,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  May  I  put  in  a  question  ? 

The  Chairman.  Certainly. 

Q.  Who  was  the  representative  of  one  of  the  Detroit  papers  that 
sat  over  there  near  that  table  early  in  this  investigation? — A.  I  have 
seen  Mr.  Miller  at  that  table,  and  I  have  also  seen  Mr.  Wells  Harvey. 
He  represents  the  Grand  Kapids  Press,  and  has  offices  with  Mr. 
Miller,  and  those  are  the  only  two  gentlemen, 

TESTIUONT  OF  HON.  GEORGE  L.  LILLET— RecaUed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  the  man  who  sat  at  that  table  earlier  in 
the  sessions,  whether  the  small  man  with  a  grayish  mustache,  was 
the  same  man  who  stated  this  at  your  office? — A.  I  do  not  think  he 
had  a  gray  mustache.  The  man  sat  there  at  that  table,  a  good- 
looking  young  man,  not  a  very  large  man,  and  I  think  it  is  Mr. 
Miller,  but  I  can  not  be  positive  about  it. 

Q.  That  is  the  same  man  you  referred  to? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  The  chairman  would  state  that  this  is  simply 
another  of  these  illustrations  of  the  confusion  of  which  you  spoke, 
Mr.  Lilley,  which  may  arise.  Mr.  Cameron,  of  the  Detroit  Journal, 
was  mentioned  in  Mr.  Webster's  testimony  yesterday  and  by  you  this 
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morning.  It  now  transpires  that  it  was  not  Mr.  Cameron,  whose 
name  has  been  so  unfortunately  dragged  into  this  affair. 

We  greatly  regret  that  jrour  name  was  dragged  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  appreciate  it. 

Mr.  L111.EY:  Mr.  Webster  got  his  information  from  me.  The 
young  man  was  simply  coming  into  my  office  for  news,  and  I  do  not 
see  how  it  was  dragged  in. 

Mr.  Olmsted:  It  was  testified  yesterday  Mr.  Cameron  came  into 
your  office  nearly  every  day  and  hung  up  his  coat. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  i  would  like  you  to  point  out  to  me  such  testimony.  I 
have  not  heard  any  testimony  which  said  that  Mr.  Cameron  came  in 
there  more  than  twice,  although  I  think  he  did 

The  Chairman.  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Webster  was  that  he  was 
a  frequent  visitor.  However,  the  man  you  have  in  mind  doubtless 
was  there,  but  it  was  not  Mr.  Cameron,  of  the  Detroit  News,  whose 
name  was  very  unfortunately  brought  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  I  was  not  sure  of  the  name  and  so  testified. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  the  function  of  this  com- 
mittee to  give  any  suggestions  t^  witnesses,  but  it  certainly  does  sug- 
gest that  very  grave  care  should  be  exercised  in  bringing  in  the  name 
of  any  one  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  LiLLEY.  I  did  not  ask  to  have  Mr.  Cameron  brought  here. 
I  would  have  looked  it  up  if  you  would  have  consulted  with  me. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  now  take  a  recess  until  2 
o'clock. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.) 

AFTER  RECESS. 

The  committee  met  at  2  o'clock,  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

TESTIMONY  OF  HON.  OEOBOE  L.  LILLEY— Continned. 

By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  you  have  told  us  about  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Kellogg  and  Mr.  Gordon  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  Now,  what 
other  "attorneys  have  they  employed  in  the  districts  of  the  various 
Members  of  Congress? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  did  you  ki^ow  at  the  time  you  were  preparing  this  reso- 
lution of  investigation? — A.  I  knew  that  they  employed  these  two  in 
these  two  districts  and  had  heard  of  a  large  number  of  others.  I  do 
not  think  we  have  had,  by  any  means,  the  full  number  of  attorneys. 

Q.  What  information  did  you  have  at  that  time  relative  to  thi? 
large  number  of  attorneys? — A.  I  think  that  I  had  heard  of  Mr. 
Gregg,  of  Texas,  and  the  Butlers. 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  you  had  heard  that  there  was  an  attorney  livin^r 
within  the  district  of  Mr.  Gregg,  of  Texas,  at  that  time? — A.  In  the 
State  of  Texas,  but  not  in  Mr.  Gregg's  district. 

Q.  What  did  you  know  at  that  time? — A.  That  is  all  I  knew. 

O.  You  heard  that  there  was  an  attorney  living  in  Mr.  Gregg's  dis- 
trict; is  that  it?  Let  us  find  out  just  exactly  what  you  knew  at  the 
tim**  you  prepared  this  resolution  and  made  this  charge  about  em- 
ploying attorneys. — A.  I  have  stated  all  that  in  my  first  examination. 
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Q.  Let  us  find  out.  Sometimes  recollection  improves.  What  did 
you  know  about  that  at  that  time  concerning  the  employment  of  at- 
torneys in  Texas? — ^A.  That  is  all  I  knew,  what  I  stated  in  my*first 
exammation. 

Q.  If  it  subsequently  appears  that  he  does  not  live  in  Mr.  Gregg's 
district  or  does  not  know  Mr.  Gregg,  your  information  as  to  that 
would  be  incorrect? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  made  clear  yet 
what  Mr.  Gregg's  job  is. 

Q.  Then  you  charge  now,  do  you ^A.  I  do  not  mean  Mr.  Gregg; 

I  beg  pardon;  I  mean  Mr.  Cowhert. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  Mr.  Gregg's  testimony? — A.  Yes.  I  did  not 
mean  to  mention  Mr.  Gregg's  name;  I  meant  Mr.  Cowhert.  I  am 
satisfied  to  take  Mr.  Gregg's  testimony. 

Q.  And  you  know  of  nothing  that  would  change  Mr.  Gregg's  tes- 
timony?— A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  So  that  would  dispose  of  the  Texas  attorney  so  far  as  undue 
influence  on  legislation  is  concerned  ? — A.  I  know  of  nothing  else. 

Q.  Now  you  charge  that  Marion  Butler  was  retained  on  account 
of  his  influence  with  the  North  Carolina  member  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, do  you? — A.  No;  I  have  not  charged  that. 

Q.  You  named  Senator  Butler  as  one  of  the  attorneys  who  lives 
in  the  various  States  to  exercise  an  influence — an  undue  and  cor- 
rupt influence — over  the  Members  of  those  States? — ^A.  I  do  not 
say  that  he  has  exercised  an  undue  and  corrupt  influence  over  a  Mem- 
ber of  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  specifically  mention  Marion  Butler 
as  corrupting  anybody  in  South  Carolina. 

Q.  Or  North  Carolma? — A.  North  Carolina. 

Q.  You  said,  "  I  also  ascertained  that  this  company  had  made  a 
practice  of  employing  attorneys  in  Congressional  districts  removed 
from  its  place  of  business."  Now,  by  that  you  had  reference  to  this 
Connecticut  employment,  this  Michigan  employment;  that  was  an- 
other, was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  Texas  employment;  that  was  another? — A.  Only  he  ap- 
pears not  to  be  living  in  the  district  of  the  Member. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  at  the  time? — A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  learn  the  name  or  the  fact  that  there  was 
an  attorney  living  in  Texas  employed  by  this  company  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  when  I  learned,  or  who  from. 

Q.  When  did  you  learn  it? — A.  I  can  not  state  that. 

Q.  How  long  before  you  prepared  this  resolution  of  investiga- 
tion?— A.  T  can  not  tell  you  how,  or  where,  or  when  I  got  that 
information. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  name? — A.  I  had  heard  the  name. 

Q.  Where  did  you  hear  it? — A.  I  do  not  know;  I  can  not  give  you 
any  specific  information. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  about  when?  Did  you  know  it  a  year 
ago? — A.  I  can  not  give  you  any  time. 

Q.  Was  it  talked  about  when  you  were  on  that  Dolphin  trip  ? — ^A. 
No ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  So  you  learned  it  after  that? — A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  Learned  it  this  last  winter? — A.  I  never  heard  the  name  of  any 
man  from  Texas  until  this  session  of  Congress,  I  think,  but  I  can  not 
tell  vou  who  told  me. 
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Q.  About  when  in  the  session  did  you  learn  it? — ^A.  I  can  not  tell 
yoUj  but  early. 

Q.  Early  in  the  session  ? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  After  the  naval  bill  was  acted  on  in  the  committee  ? — A.  I  can 
not  tell  you,  Mr.  Stevens,  when  I  did  learn  it. 

Q.  Do  you  not  remember  whether  it  was  before  or  after? — A.  No, 
sir:  I  do  not  remember  who  told  me. 

Q.  But  you  did  know  something  about  it  when  you  prepared  this 
resolution  i — A.  I  knew  there  was  a  lawyer  there  that  was  employed 
by  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  Gregg  about  it? — A.  No;  I  would  not  ask 
any  member  of  the  committee  if  he  had  a  lawyer  employed  in  his 
district. 

Q.  You  did  not  seek  to  -find  out  what  the  real  facts  were,  then  ? — A. 
Not  in  anyone's  State  except  my  own. 

Q.  Did  you  seek  to  find  out  in  your  own  State? — ^A.  I  did  not  have 
to  seek. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  ask  Mr.  Kellogg  what  was  the  nature  of  his  em- 
ployment?— A.  I  do  not  think  that  question  came  up:  it  was  ap- 
parent. 

Q.  Was  it  so,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  did  not  seek  to  find  out  ex- 
cept in  one  of  these  cases,  exactly  what  were  the  facts  about  it? — A 
No,  sir ;  it  was  a  matter  of  hearsay. 

Q.  Now,  about  when  did  Mr.  Foss  tell  you  about  this  Gordon  mat- 
ter?— A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  a  year  ago  last  sunmier 
or  when  it  was  on  the  Dolphin. 

Q.  On  the  Dolphin  trip? — ^A.  I  can  not  place  the  time;  it  may 
have  been  as  late  as  that,  out  my  impression  is  that  it  was  earlier. 

Q.  If  it  was  earlier,  it  must  nave  been  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress. — A.  During  the  last  session  of  Confess. 

Q.  You  did  not  meet  him  after  the  last  session  imtil  after  the  Dol- 
phin trip,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  not  some  recollection  about  the  time — ^the  occasion  of 
such  a  conversation? — A.  I  haven't  it  any  nearer  than  what  I  have 
stated. 

Q.  You  were  on  very  good  terms  with  Mr.  Loud,  were  you  not? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  felt  rather  an  interest  in  him? — ^A.  The  same  in- 
terest I  feel  in  everyone. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  seek  to  verify  whether  it  was  true  or  not? — A. 
I  would  not  speak  to  a  Member  of  Congress  on  a  thing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  But  you  would  charge  against  him  in  the  public  press  that  that 
was  true? — A.  I  have  not  made  any  charge  whatever  against  any 
Member  of  Congress. 

Q.  You  would  charge  that  that  was  a  fact  that  there  was  an  at- 
'torney  employed  in  his  district  to  corrupt  him  without  trying  to  find 
out  what  was  the  fact? — ^A.  I  charged  that  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany have  emploved  a  large  number  of  attorneys,  some  of  them  in 
the  districts  of  ifembers  without  any  other  apparent  business. 

Q.  Now,  the  only  knowledge,  then,  that  you  have  about  the  fact  of 
Gordon's  being  a  candidate  against  Mr.  Loud  was  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Foss  which  you  can  not  identify  as  to  time,  place,  or  occa- 
sion ? — ^A.  It  was  either  one  of  two  places^  or  one  of  two  times,  either 
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last  session  of  Congress  in  the  committee  room  or  on  the  Dolphm^ 
but  I  can  not  place  which. 

Q.  What  else  did  Mr.  Foss  tell  you  about  this  matter  at  that 
time  ? — A.  That  was  substantially  all  of  the  conversation. 

Q.  What  information  did  he  indicate  he  had  at  that  time  concern- 
ing this? — A.  Well,  I  would  prefer  Mr.  Foss  should  testifjr  as  to  that. 

Q.  You  can  tell  what  he  said  to  you. — A.  I  recall  that  he  said  that 
they  had  an  attorney  out  in  Mr.  Loud's  district  that  was  a  candidate 
for  Congress  about  two  years  ago. 

Q.  He  told  you  that;  did  he  indicate  how  he  learned  it? — A.  I 
would  rather  he  would  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  he  learned  it? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  How  did  he  learn  it  ? — A.  From  Mr.  Loud. 

Q.  He  said  Mr.  Loud  told  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  wanted  to  find  out.  Did  he  give  the  name  at 
that  time  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  else  was  there  in  the  conversation  ? — A.  That  is  all  there 
was  concerning  that  topic — that  subject — all  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  FredB.  Whitnev? — A.  I  do  not.  I  was  in- 
troduced to  him  one  night  hurriedly  in  the  New  WiUard  Hotel ;  I  do 
not  think  I  should  know  him  if  he  came  into  the  room. 

Q.  How  long  ago? — A.  It  has  been  about  six  weeks  ago,  just  as  I 
was  passing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  was  formerly  derk  to  the  Naval 
Committee  of  the  House  and  derk  to  Mr.  Fossf — ^A.  I  have  heard 
that  he  was. 

Q.  And  that  he  formerly  lived  in  Mr.  Foss's  district? — ^A.  That  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  that? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  do  know  that  he  was  formerly  clerk  to  Mr.  Foss  and 
clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  I  have  heard  so. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Whitney  have  any  conversation  with  you  concerning 
this  matter? — A.  Absolutely  none.  Never  met  him  until  afterwards; 
never  had  any  conversation  with  him  then ;  just  casually  introduced 
to  him. 

Q.  You  have  testified,  I  think,  that  you  did  not  meet  Senator 
Thurston  until  after  the  resolution  was  introduced? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
except  that  I  saw  him  over  in  the  Department  at  the  time  the  delega- 
tion were,  there. 

Q.  You  did  not  speak  on  the  subject  of  the  investigation  at  that 
time? — A.  No,  sir;  nor  at  any  other  time  until  after  the  resolution 
was  introduced. 

Q.  How  long  after  that,  after  the  resolution  was  introduced,  did 
you  then  speak  to  him? — A.  I  could  not  say  exactly,  but  Mr.  Neff 
asked  me  if  I  would  not  like  to  talk  to  Senator  Thurston;  it  was 
before  my  counsel  came  here. 

Q.  Now,  what  was  the  first  thing  that  Senator  Thurston  did  for 
you  ? — A.  Why,  the  first  conversation  that  I  had  with  Senator  Thurs- 
ton was  in  regard  to,  as  I  recall  it,  the  brief  I  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules.     I  think  that  I  talked  that  over  with  him. 

Q.  Senator  Thurston  states  that  he  assisted  in  the  preparation  of 
that  statement;  is  that  correct? — A.  I  think  he  did  assist. 

Q.  To  what  extent? — A.  I  told  him  the  things  that  I  knew,  and 
we  had  a  general  discussion. 
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Q.  To  what  extent — to  what  extent  did  he  help  to  prepare  that  ?— 
A,  I  think  that  he  finally  dictated  it  after  we  had  talked  the  matter 
over  for  a  time. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  he  said.  I  think  Senator  Thurston  stated  on  page 
1203  that  he  did  prepare  the  statement  for  the  Committee  on  Rules. 
On  page  63,  "  I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  Senator  Thurston  prior 
to  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  but  I  won't  be  sure.  I  may 
have.''  Your  recollection  was  a  little  cloudy  on  that  point?— 
A.  This  committee  was  appointed  later  than  I  had  in  my  mind.  I 
thought  that  it  was  appointed  soon  after  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced.   What  is  my  answer  to  that  question?     What  is  the  pageJ 

Q.  It  must  be  page  53,  because  I  am  reading  from  the  old  edition, 

!)age  53;  in  the  middle  of  the  page  is  the  statement,  "  I  do  not  recol- 
ect  having  seen  Senator  Thurston  until  after  the  appointment  of 
this  committee,  but  I  won't  be  sure.  I  may  have."  And  on  the 
upper  part  of  that  same  page  is  your  statement:  "  Q.  (By  Mr. 
(Mmsted.)  Did  he  prepare  or  assist  in  preparing  any  of  the  state- 
ments you  submitted  to  us? — A.  The  subject-matter  of  all  the  state- 
ments I  have  submitted  to  you  has  been  my  own.  Mostly  formulated 
in  my  own  mind,  after  consulting  with  two  eminent  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Q.  Did  you  consult  with  Senator  Thurs- 
ton about  the  form  of  them  or  anything  about  them? — A.  Xo:  not 
as  to  the  form  of  them.     Q.  Or  as  to  the  substance? — A.  Yes;  I  have 

had  some  conversation  with  Senator  Thurston  as  to  the "    So 

that  your  recollection  was  not  auite  accurate  as  to  what  occurred?— 
A.  Well,  that  was  talked  over  between  myself  and  Mr.  Brown,  and 
Mr.  Judson  and  two  or  three  others  and  Senator  Thurston,  but  he 
finally  drew  them  up. 

Q.  Had  Mr.  Brown  or  Mr.  Judson  participated  in  preparing  this 
statement  for  the  Committee  on  Rules? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  Senator  Thurston  did  prepare  that  statement  to  submit 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules? — A.   les,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  quite  remember  it  at  this  time? — A.  Oh,  no; 
he  prepared  all  of  this  after  consultation  and  after  we  had  talked  it 
over. 

Q.  Now,  on  page  50,  in  the  middle  of  the  page,  that  would  be  60 : 
"  Q.  Did  he  assist  in  preparing  this  statement  which  you  submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules? — A.  To  some  extent."  Do  you  recaU 
that  testimony? — A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  So  that  your  statement  to  the  committee  at  that  time A.  I 

do  not  mean  the  final  drawing  up  of  the  document,  if  that  is  what  you 
mean ;  he  did  it. 

Q.  So  that  your  testimony  to  the  committee  at  that  time  was  not 
entirely  frank  in  showing  us  exactly  the  condition  in  which  eyidence 
was  coming  to  us,  was  it? — A.  I  do  not  agree  to  that. 

Q.  You  think  that  your  statement  at  that  time  was  entirely  frank 
and  fair  to  the  committee  ? — A.  I  intended  to  have  it. 

Q.  Did  you  do  it? — A.  I  certainlv  intended  to  be  frank  and  fair 
about  it.  I  did  not  intend  to  give  the  impression  at  any  time  that  I 
drew  the  document. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  what  information  did  you  have  relative  to 
the  entertainment  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  of  Members  of  Con- 
gress at  the  time  your  resolution  was  under  preparation? — A.  En- 
tertainment by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  ? 
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Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Hearsay,  and  rumors  that  have  floated  about  Wash- 
ington for  years.  , 

Q.  Now,  what  did  that  hearsay  consist  of? — A.  Well,  I  w^ll  give 
you  just  one  little  sample.  A  Member  of  the  House  said  to  me  that  he 
was  in  the  cafe  of  the  New  Willard  one  evening  with  Mr.  Frast  and 
three  or  four  other  gentlemen,  and  they  were  all  opening  champagne, 
and  he  ordered  the  cigars,  and  the  man  came  in  and  asked  him  what 
kind  he  wanted,  and  he  said,  "  The  same  as  the  gentleman  smokes 
here,''  pointing  to  Mr.  Frost.  I  think  he  told  me  he  had  five,  and 
the  bill  was  something  like  $3.75,  showing  that  the  gentleman  did 
entertain  pretty  lavishly  wlien  he  entertained.  Then,  again,  I  heard 
a  man  say  one  day  tliat  he  said  something  about  buying  the  other  a 
cigar  down  there,  and  he  said,  "  You  do  not  have  to;  here  is  Frost; 
he  will  buy  them,  and  champagne,  too,  if  you  want  it."  Such 
things  as  those  and  just  common  rumors,  that  is  all;  I  have  not  seen 
any  entertainments  myself. 

Q.  You  have  given  us  two  things ;  do  you  know  of  any  others  ? — A. 
Only  I  heard  a  member  of  our  committee  say  that  he  thought  they 
entertained  too  lavishly. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  have  you  heard  of  any  specific  instances,  other, 
than  those  you  have  given  us? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  been  invited. 

Q.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  specific  instance,  outside  of  these 
two  instances,  of  buying  cigars  ? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  would  not  be 
in  a  position  to  know  except  what  I  hear. 

Q.  At  the  time  that  you  introduced  this  resolution,  then A.  I 

know  about  the  reputed  amount  of  money  that  was  spent  in  1900  and 
1902. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  now  about  what  you  knew  at  the  time  you  in- 
troduced this  resolution  about  this  entertainment,  and  you  have  given 
us  two  rumors.  What  other  rumors  did  you  have  at  that  time  con- 
cerning the  recent  expenditure  of  money  for  entertainment? — A.  I 
have  told  you  of  a  Member  of  the  House  who  said  that  he  thought 
that  he  entertained  too  lavishly. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  instance? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  give  vou  any  other  occasions  where  he  had  partici- 
pated?—A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ? — A.  Mr.  Thomas. 

Q.  When  did  he  tell  you  that?— A.  I  can  not  tell. 

Q.  When  did  he  tell  you  that  ? — A.  I  can  not  tell ;  some  time  ago. 
I  can  not  tell  you  just  when. 

Q.  About  how  long  ago? — A.  Perhaps  a  couple  of  months. 

Q.  That  was  just  prior  to  the  committee  acting  on  the  naval  bill, 
was  it? — A.  I  could  not  say  just  when  it  was. 

Q.  But  it  was  about  that  time  ? — A.  Along  about  that  time. 

Q.  And  this  was  the  information  which  influenced  you  to  make 
that  charge  against  the  Electric  Boat  (yompany,  was  it  ? — A.  Rumors 
that  I  have  heard ;  I  do  not  recall  all  that  I  have  heard  about  enter-, 
tainments  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  You  make  a  serious  charge A.  He  admits  himself  that  he 

spent  $1,800  here  entertaining.  That  is  quite  a  lot  of  entertainment 
while  the  naval  bill  is  in  process. 

Q.  You  will  state  whether  that  is  the  basis  of  the  charge  that  you 
made. — A.  I  am  satisfied  it  is  a  great  deal  more  than  that;  that  is, 
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I  can  not  prove  that  it  has  been,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  a  good  deal  of 
money  has  been  spent. 

Q.  What  satisfies  you  ? — A.  I  have  no  proof. 

Q.  What  facts  do  you  know  outside  of  those  two  you  allege  ? — A.  I 
have  just  formed  that  opinion  in  my  own  mind. 

Q.  In  your  own  mind  ? — A.  In  my  own  mind. 

Q.  In  the  charge  you  make  about  the  Electric  Boat  Company  main- 
taining an  extraor^nary  number  of  attorneys  in  furthering  its  pur- 
pose to  secure  its  appropriation  for  submarines,  you  have  gone  over 
that  fully,  have  you,  in  the  testimony  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  is  nothing  additional  that  you  can  add  to  that? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

Q.  You  have  named  two  Senator  Butlers,  one  retained  several 
years  ago  and  the  other  retained  recently ;  you  have  named  Mr.  Mc- 
Neir,  and  are  there  any  other  attorneys  m  Washington  now  engaged 
and  in  the  employment  of  the  company  ? — A.  Well,  I  have  not  named 
Senator  Thurston,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Brown,  and  Creecy;  they 
were  formerly  employed. 

Q.  You  do  not  charge  that  Senator  Thurston  and  Mr.  Creecy  being 
formerly  employed  constitutes  a  basis  for  corruption  and  influence 
now,  do  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  are  all  the  attorneys  you  knew  about  when  you  in- 
troduced this  resolution? — A.  That  is  all  I  knew  about;  yes,  sir;  but 
I  assumed  that  there  were  a  large  number  of  others, 

Q.  What  basis  had  you  for  such  assumption? — ^A.  The  fact  that 
they  were  in  my  district,  I  assumed  that  they  were  in  other  people's 
districts. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  any  more  than  you  have  indicated? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  already  testified  fully  about  the  fact  that  under 
the  guise  of  the  employment  of  certain  newspaper  representatives  for 
insignificant  services  considerable  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
them  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  presumably  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  their  aid  and  assistance  m  coloring  their  newspaper  re- 
ports in  favor  of  the  said  Electric  Boat  Company.  Have  you  any 
additional  information  on  that  charge,  other  than  what  you  have 
already  shown  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Lord  and  Erly?— 
A.  Archibald. 

And  you  used  that  as  the  basis  for  this  charge? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
WTien  you  made  that  charge,  did  you  seek  to  find  out  what  the 
fact  was? — A.  Oh,  no;  I  did  not  constitute  myself  an  investigating 
committee  to  go  around  and  find  out  what  the  facts  were.  I  simply 
introduced  that  resolution  in  order  that  the  facts  might  be  brought 
out. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  learn  that  these  two  men  had  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Electric  Company  ? — ^A.  By  common  rumor. 

Q.  Could  you  locate  it  a  little  more  conclusively? — A.  No;  I  do 
»not  think  I  can;  somebody  told  me  that,  but  I  do  not  just  recall  who 
it  was. 

Q.  When  did  you  learn  it? — A.  I  do  not  remember  when  I  first 
heard  of  it,  but  the  first  time  I  knew  that  somebody  must  be  emploved 
there  was  when  literature  began  to  come  around,  not  this  year,  but 
years  before. 

Q.  You  suspected  then  that  some  corrupting  or  reprehensible  in- 
fluences were  being  exerted? — A.  I  do  not  put  it  in  just  that  Ian- 
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giiage.  I  knew  that  they  must  have  somebody  employed  to  get  out 
this  literature. 

Q.  You  charge  that  this  company  exerted  a  corrupting  and  repre> 
hensible  influence  through  subsidizing  other  newspaper  men.  We 
want  to  find  out  what  you  knew  and  what  was  the  basis  for  those 
charges  ?-r-A.  Nothing  more. 

Q.  So  that  the  action  of  those  men,  so  far  as  you  know,  was  con- 
sidered reprehensible  by  you? — A.  I  do. not  say  that  the  action  of 
those  men ;  it  was  one  of  the  charges  that  I  made  against  the  Electric 
Boat  Company. 

Q.  Well,  from  what  you  now  know,  you  considered  those  men  did 
a  wrongful  thing  on  iJehalf  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  by  the 
work  they  did? — ^A.  I  do  not  care  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  those 
men;  that  is  one  of  the  things  the  Electric  Boat  Company  was  doing 
to  influence  legislation. 

Q.  You  charge  that  as  wrongful? — A.  That  is  one  of  the  things; 
yes. 

Q.  I  would  ask  you,  then,  what  you  consider  this,  then— this  is  the 
testimony  before  this  committee:  J.  C.  Lake  testified  under  oath 
that  $600  was  paid  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  and  a  sum  not  to 
exceed  $200  was  paid  to  have  an  article  in  the  Washington  Post  at 
the  time  Congress  was  in  session.  Do  you  consider  that  a  wrongful 
act  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  for ;  I  do  not  know  who  paid  it 
or  for  what  purpose. 

Q.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  had  articles  printed  in  those 
newspapers,  so  the  testimony  shows,  favoring  their  boats.  Do  you 
consider  that,  in  view  of  the  charge  that  you  have  made,  a  repre- 
hensible act,  a  corrupt  act,  seeking  to  unduly  influence  Congress? — 
A.  I  do  not  care  to  express  an  opinion  on  that. 

Q.  You  are  willing  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  action  of  Mr. 
Lord  and  Mr.  Erly,  but  you  are  not  willing  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  the  work  that  Mr.  Lake  had  done. — A.  I  have  not  seen  the  articles. 
If  it  was  the  same  kind  of  articles  and  work,  I  would,  of  course,  put 
them  in  the  same  class;  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  care  to  express  an  opinion  ? — A.  Not  without  seeing 
the  articles.  If  they  were. the  same  nature,  I  would  say  that  they 
were  equally  culpable. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  articles  of  Messrs.  Lord  and  Erly  ? — A.  I  saw 
the  articles  from  time  to  time;  I  do  not  know  who  wrote  them. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  were  articles  prepared  .by 
Messrs.  Lord  and  Erly? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  up  to  the  time  this  resolution  was  introduced,  you  do  not 
know  what  articles  Messrs.  Lord  and  Erly  prepared  for  the  Electric 
Boat  Company? — A.  No  other  articles;  no. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  that?  What  articles  did 
you  see  that  you  considered  reprehensible? — A.  I  can  not  specify  the 
articles;  I  simply  had  received  a  good  many  at  diflFerent  times,  docu- 
ments. I  simplv  knew  they  had  a  press  bureau,  or  supposed  that  they 
had;  believed  that  they  had. 

Q.  They  were  of  a  corrupting  nature,  were  they? — A.  I  do  not 
say  that  they  were  of  a  corrupting  nature. 

Q.  But  you  assumed  that  they  unduly  influenced  Congress? — A.  It 
is  one  of  the  many  methods  that  would  influence  or  might  tend  to  in- 
fluence legislation. 
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Q.  But  you  thought  that  was  reprehensible,  so  that  vou  made  the 
charge  based  upon  that  knowledges — A.  That  is  one  or  the  charges; 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  facts  that  you  have  given  us  are  the  basis  for  that 
charge?     Is  that  so? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  state  ''  I  also  became  advised  of  prevailing  and  persistent 
rumors  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  contributed  in  some  Con- 
gressional districts  represented  by  members  of  the  Naval  Committee 
to  their  campaign  funds."  Now,' where  did  you  hear  anything  about 
that? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you,  it  was  simply  rumor. 

Q.  What  kind  of  rumors  did  you  hear  and  in  what  way  did  they 
come  to  you  ? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Can  you  not  tell  when  you  received  letters  or  some  newspaper 
articles  or  some  conversations? — A.  Just  common  rumor. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  common  rumor  reach  you  so  that  you  could  be 
advised  of  it  ? — A.  There  is  only  one  way,  the  things  you  hear. 

Q.  Hear  how? — A.  In  talkinji:  with  different  people. 

Q.  Can't  you  recollect  anything? — A.  I  can't  give  you  anjrthing 
specific. 

Q.  On  page  18,  another  statement:  "And  that  it  has  contributed 
in  at  least  one  instance  to  the  campaign  fund  of  the  opposing  party 
in  the  Congressional  district  represented  by  a  member  of  the  Naval 
Committee."  WTiat  did  you  know  about  that? — A.  That  was  from 
common  rumor  at  the  time;  Judge  Dayton  was  a  member  of  the 
Naval  Committee. 

Q.  Did  it  concern  his  candidacy  for  Congress  at  the  time? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  Fifty-sixth  Congress? — A.  I  do  not  know  what 
Congress;  he  was  in  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress. 

Q.  Yes;  the  Fiftv-seventh,  and  Fiftv-sixth,  and  Fifty-fifth,  and 
Fifty.fourth.— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  vou  know  about  that? — A.  Just  rumor;  just  things 
that  I  had  heard. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  hear  it  from? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  It  was  just  rumor? — A.  I  have  heard  from  him  that  he  l>e- 
lieved  that  they  did  it. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  the  nature  of  his  belief? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  not  indicate  the  facts  that  were  the  basis  of  his  be- 
lief ? — A.  I  know  that  I  heard  it  talked  about  here  some  years  ago. 

Q.  Who  talked  about  it? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you  more  than  he  nim- 
self  has  said  that  he  believed  it. 

Q.  And  he  told  you  nothing  about  the  basis  of  his  belief? — A.  He 
did  not. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  foundation  for  this  charge? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  have  a  few  questions,  Mr.  LiUey,  I  would  like  to 
ask  you.  You  testified  yesterday  with  reference  to  a  letter  written 
by  your  secretary,  Mr.  Webster,  in  which  he  signed  the  name  of 
"  Smith,"  addressed  to  Mr.  Edinborough. 

The  Witness.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 
Q.  I  think  you  said  you  had  that  letter? — A.  No;  I  did  not  say 
that  I  had  it. '  I  said  that  I  had  seen  it. 
Q.  Where  did  vou  see  it? — A.  In  my  room. 
Q.  At  the  New  Willard  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Who  showed  it  to  you? — A.  He  did;  he  handed  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  I  think  the  substance  was  testified  to  by  Mr.  Webster  yester- 
day.— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  what  you  remember  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  letter? — A.  When  he  handed  it  to  me  he 
wanted  to  know  if  I  knew  this  party,  C.  W.  Smith,  I  think  it  is;  it 
was  Smith  anyhow,  334,  if  I  remember,  Indiana  avenue,  and  upon 
reading  it  I  recognized  the  handwriting  at  once  and  told  him  that  I 
thought  I  could  locate  the  party. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  who  it  was? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  letter? — A.  It  was  left  on  the  table. 

Q.  In  your  room  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  became  of  it? — ^A.  It  was  put  in  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  Then  you  destroyed  it  or  caused  its  disappearance,  so  that  it  is 
not  to  be  found  now? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  destroyed. 

Q.  When  did  you  speak  to  Mr.  Webster  at!out  it?-:-A.  I  do  not 
just  recall,  probably  within  a  very  short  time. 

Q.  I  think  he  said  last  Sunday.— A.  Well,  he  said  last  Sunday  was 
the  time  he  talked  with  me  about  it,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  wrote  it 
before  that. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  be  talking  about  it  again  last  Sunday  ? — 
A.  The  matter  came  up. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  It  was  in  reference  to  this  other  letter,  I 
think. 

Q.  What  other  letter? — A.  The  anonymous  communications. 

Q.  How  did  it  come  up  in  connection  with  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  re- 
member, and  I  do  not  remember  positively  that  it  was  in  connection 
with  that,  but  it  came  up. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Edinborough  show  you  also  an  anonymous  document 
which  has  been  offered  in  evidence  here  ? — A.  He  did  not,  but  he  had 
it. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  he  had  it? — A.  He  told  me  he  had. 

Q-  Told  you  so  at  that  time? — ^A.  Yes.  I  had  opportunity  to  see 
it  if  I  wanted  to;  I  expect  he  told  me  he  had  it. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  look  at  it  ? — A.  It  was  not  anything  concern- 
ing me. 

Q.  How  could  you  tell  ? — A.  I  knew  I  had  not  written  any. 

Q.  You  looked  at  the  Smith  letter? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  brought 
that  out  and  asked  if  I  knew  such  a  party,  and  told  me  where  they 
lived. 

Q.  You  are  very  positive  he  did  show  you  the  Smith  letter? — A.  I 
know  he  did. 

Q.  You  heard  his  testimony  here? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  his  testi- 
mony; I  was  sitting  right  here. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  he  distinctly  and  positively  swore  that  he  had 
received  no  communication  or  no  documents  whatever  from  ,Wa8h- 
ington  except  that  anonymous  communication  on  the  New  Willard 
blank  ? — A.  I  heard  the  testimony. 

Q.  You  heard  him  testify  that  he  had  not  received  any  answer? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Here  is  what  he  said.  He  is  now  talking  of  that  letter  on  the 
New  Willard  blank — on  the  Postal  Telegraph  blank,  I  mean.  He  was 
asked:  "You  have  no  idea  from  whom  that  came? — A.  I  have  no 
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knowledge  whatever,  sir ;  I  only  received  that  one  memoranda  or  note, 
and  that  was  unsigned.  Q.  Now,  have  you  received  any  other  com- 
munications of  any  kind  from  Washington  bearing  on  this  investiga- 
tion or  this  boat  question  at  all? — A.  No,  sir."  He  did  say  that  he 
had  had  three  or  four  newspaper  clippings  that  had  been  sent  to  him 
anonymously,  but  nothing  else.  That  is  on  page  709.  "  Have  you 
had  any  letters  from  anyone  in  Washington,  or  any  documents  except 
this  one  on  this  subject,"  and  so  forth.  He  answered,  "  No,  sir: 
except  majrbe  three  or  four  newspaper  clippings ;  maybe  four  or  fi va'' 
Now,  having  answered  three  or  four  times  that  he  had  received  no 
such  documents  whatever,  you  are  still  very  positive  he  had  showed 
it  to  you  that  morning  or  the  evening  before  ? — A.  He  handed  this  to 
me  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  such  a  party. 

Q.  Then  his  testimony  here  was  not  true! — ^A.  I  am  not  testifying 
for  Mr.  Edinborough. 

Q.  The  statement  which  he  made  then  was  not  correct? — A.  He 
evidently  had  overlooked  that  or  forgotten  it.  I  remember  that  he 
was  pretty  badlv  rattled  at  the  time  that  he  testified,  or  embarrassed. 

Q.  Perhaps  this  gives  an  explanation  of  why  he  was  rattled.  He 
had  received  a  commimication  signed  by  Smith.  You  had  told  him 
that  you  thought  you  could  tell  from  wfiom  it  came  the  night  before, 
and  that  you  had  told  him,  and  he  comes  up  here  and  says  he  has  not 
received  any. — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  such  a  party;  I  told  him  I 
thought  I  could  locate  him. 

Q.  Perhaps  it  is  no  wonder  he  was  rattled  when  he  was  trying  to 
tell  us  that  he  had  received  nothing  of  the  kind. — A.  He  evidently 
overlooked  it. 

Q.  He  was  asked  three  separate  times  whether  he  had  received 
any  communication  or  document  from  Washington;  three  separate 
times  he  swore  he  did  not  receive  anything  except  the  anonymous 
communication  on  the  telegraph  blank.  Now,  on  the  subject  of  at- 
torneys, in  other  people's  districts,  Mr.  Lilley,  you  certainly  do  not 
think  it  any  worse  for  one  boat  company  to  have  attorneys  than  for 
another,  do  you  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  to  have  any  in  peo- 
ple's districts.  I  mean  for  any  other  purpose  than  those  they  are 
actually  needed  for. 

Q.  But  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  attorneys  in  your 
district,  hasn't  it  ? — A.  I  expect  it  has,  although  I  never  came  in  con- 
tact with  them  until  quite  recently. 

Q.  Mr.  Kellogg  is  in  your  district;  he  is  the  other  company?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Both  boat  companies  seem  to  have  counsel  in  your  district?— 
A.  He  is  in  my  town. 

Q.  Foster  and  Beers  are  in  that  district? — A.  They  are  not  in  the 
district  in  which  I  live ;  they  are  in  my  district  in  the  sense  that  I 
represent  the  entire  State  at  large. 

Q.  They  live  in  the  State?— A.  They  live  in  the  State. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Naval  Conmiittee? — A.  Yes.  But 
they  never  have  said  anything  to  me. 

Q.  Whether  they  have  or  not,  do  you  think  that  this  committee 
ought  to  assume,  or  anybody  ought  to  assume,  that  because  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company  has  attorneys  iii  the  district  which  you  rep- 
resent that  therefore  these  attorneys  were  employed  to  influence 
you  ? — ^A.  I  know  they  were  employed  to  influence  me. 
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Q.  Foster  and  Beers?  I  am  talking  about  Foster  and  Beers. — 
A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  Foster  and  Beers. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  whether  you  want  this  committee  or  anybody 
else  to  assume  that  because  Foster  and  Beers,  attorneys,  live  in  that 
district,  that  they  have  been  employed  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Sub- 
marine Boat  Company — can  we  reasonably  assume  that  they  were  em- 
ployed to  corrupt  you? — ^A.  The  headquarters  of  the  Lake  Boat 
Company  are  at  Bridgeport. 

Q.  It  has  no  plant  there. — ^A.  They  built  a  boat  there. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Not  since  you  have  been  a  Member  of  Congress? — A.  It  may 
have  been  since  then;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  It  is  a  New  Jersey  corporation,  and  it  has  no  plant  in  your  dis- 
trict.— A.  They  built  a  boat  at  Bridgeport,  I  know.  I  do  not  know 
what  year. 

Q.  It  does  not  take  attorneys  to  build  a  boat? — ^A.  It  is  their  home, 
possibly;  it  is  where  they  live;  that  is  where  the  company  is  owned; 
it  is  a  New  Jersey  corporation,  and  owned  by  Bridgeport  people,  as 
I  understand  it. 

Q.  Now,  these  same  attorneys  are  in  another  Congressman's  dis- 
trict, are  they  not? — A.  In  Mr"  Hill's  district. 

Q.  Would  you  suggest  that  there  is  any  reason  why  we  should  as- 
sume that  they  were  employed  to  corrupt  Mr.  Hill  or  influence  Mr. 
Hill? — ^A.  I  have  not  made  any  such  statement. 

Q.  Would  it  be  fair  to  assume  that? — ^A.  It  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  in  the  town  where  the  company  is  owned  and  they  are  doing 
business  that  they  would  have  their  attorneys  there. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  fair  for  us  to  make  any  such  assimiption,  would 
it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  we  ought  to  assume  anything  from  the  fact 
that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  employed  Mr.  Whitney  as 
attorney  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Foss's  district? — ^A.  1  did  not  know  that  Mr. 
Foss  was  an  attorney. 

Q.  A  member  of  the  Supreme  Court  bar  of  the  United  States? — 
A.  I  did  not  know  a  w6rd  of  it. 

Q.  You  know  that  they  have  had  an  agent  here  from  the  district 
of  another  member  of  the  Naval  Committee,  did  you  not? — A.  Sen- 
ator Thurston. 

Q.  No ;  I  did  not  say  an  attorney ;  I  say  an  agent. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Could  we  assume  anything  more  from  that  fact  that  one  torpedo 
boat  company  has  attorneys  in  different  parts  of  the  State  than  we 
ought  to  assume  when  another  has? — ^A.  It  depends  upon. what  they 
are  hired  for. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  assumption  without  having  seen  their 
contracts.  Ought  we  to  assume  anything  from  the  mere  fact  that  they 
are  employed  ? — A.  Not  if  they  are  employed  in  their  home  town  or 
Washington,  where  they  are  doing  business. 

Q.  The  Naval  Committee  does  business  in  Washington? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  testified  to  what  seemed  to  be  an  extravagant 
price  for  cigars.  How  do  you  know  how  manv  cigars  were  paid  for 
in  that  $3.75?— A.  Five. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  ? — A.  That  is  what  the  man  said. 

Q.  I  thought  you  were  there? — A.  I  was  not  one  of  the  party. 
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Q.  Well,  now,  you  said  somebody  else  said  they  had  also  consumed 
champagne  at  the  expense  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  some- 
body connected  with  It? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  had  to  drink,  if  anything,  at  the  lunch 
given  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  boat  Company  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  any  doubt. 

Q.  Now,  when  you  made  your  charges  against  the  Electric  Boat 
Company,  did  you  know  that  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  was 
paying  for  publicity  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  it  had  a  man  employed  who  wrote  articles 
in  various  technical  journals,  Scientific  American,  or  Harper's  Weekly, 
and  that  they  were  sent  or  to  be  sent  to  Members  of  Congress 
gratis? — A.  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Skerrett  until  he  was  callwl  to 
testify. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  it  had  employed  agents  of  the  Associated 
Press  at  $150  a  month?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  testified  it  had  entered 
upon  a  propaganda  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  To  force  discussion  upon  the  floor  of  the  House? — A.  I  did 
not. 

Q.  Which  propaganda  consisted  of  articles  and  anonymous  postal 
cards  and  coninmnications  and  articles  in  a  great  many  newspapers. 
Now,  knowing  it,  did  you  know  that  counsel  for  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  had  an  eloquent  speech  prepared  to  be  delivered  upon 
the  floor  of  the  House  by  a  Member  of  the  House  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Knowing  these  things  that  have  developed,  do  you  confine  your 
views  upon  the  subject  ot  open  competition ;  do  you  confine  them  to 
attorneys  or  do  you  extend  it  now  to  literature  and  entertainments  i — 
A.  I  do  not  care  to  express  myself  on  that  subject,  because  I  do  not 
know  what  the  nature  of  the  entertainment  was  or  how  much,  what 
the  conditions  were,  or  what  the  literature 'was ;  in  fact,  it  might  be 
equally  as  bad  or  worse  that  the  other  company  was  doin^. 

Q.  Because  one  company  did  it  would  not  make  it  right  or 
wrong? — A.  No,  sir.- 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  in  your  telegram  of  August  10,  1907,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  said  that  "  favorable  legislation  interests 
mv  constituent  Lake  Company  solicited.  See  letter."  Did  you  ever 
solicit  a  contract  for  any  other  submarine  torpedo  boat  company  ?— 
A.  I  did  not  solicit  the  contract,  did  I? 

Q.  ''  Your  favorable  consideration  interests  my  constituent  Lake 
Company  solicited." — A.  That  is  not  soliciting  the  contract. 

Q.  It  is  "  favorable  consideration  interests  my  constituent  Lake 
Company."  Did  you  ever  solicit  his  consideration  in  the  interest 
of  any  other  company? — A.  I  do  not  solicit  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  any  other  head  of  any  other  Department 
here  that  calls  for  the  expenditure  of  money  except  along  business 
lines. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  business  lines.  ''  Your  favorable  con- 
sideration interests  my  constituent  Lake  Company  solicited."  Do 
you  ever  solicit  his  consideration  for  the  interest  of  any  other  com- 
panv.  Lake  or  any  other  submarine  company  along  any  other  line?— 
A.  t  simply  wanted  him  to  listen  to  their  statement. 

Q.  Please  answer  that  question.  Did  you  ever  solicit  his  con- 
sideration  in  the  interest  of   any  other  torpedo-boat  company?— 
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A.  Xo,  sir;  I  would  not  solicit  the  consideration  for  that  company, 
except  to  hear  their  story  and  proposition. 

Q.  "  Consideration  for  their  interests."  Then,  on  August  10,  you 
wrote,  '*  I  sincerely  hope  " — now,  this  was  after  tfie  Newport  tests, 
when  the  other  company's  boat,  the  Holland  boat  or  Electric  boat 
or  whatever  you  call  it,  had  been  awarded  the  test,  you  wrote  the 
letter  of  August  10,  saying,  "  I  sincerely  hope  that  before  awarding 
the  contract  you  will  examine  not  only  the  reports  of  the  seagoing 
tests,  but  also  the  plans  and  specifications  submitted  by  the  Lake 
Company,  and  that  you  will  see  your  way  clear  to  divide  the  busi- 
ness. ' — A.  I  would  like  to  have  you  read  that  entire  letter. 

Q.  I  have  read  it  yesterday  and  it  is  in  evidence. — A.  That  does 
not  give  a  fair  presentation  of  that  letter. 

Q.  The  whole  letter  is  in  evidence.  You  said,  "  I  sincerely  hope 
you  will  see  vour  way  clear  to  divide  the  business." — A.  The  former 
part  of  that  letter  tells  why. 

Q.  But  that  is  what  you  asked  him  to  do  ? — A.  In  the  interests  of 
competition  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Government. 

Q.  What  difference  does  it  make  to  the  Government — I  will  not 
^o  into  that  question.  Mr.  Lilley,  you  mentioned  receiving  a  letter 
from  Judge  Dayton.  Was  it  before  or  after  you  introduced  the  reso- 
lution?— A.  I  think  it  was  after. 

Q.  Then  it  was  not  based  on  that — the  resolution  was  not  based  on 
his  letter? — A.  Not  on  his  letter;  I  read  his  story  years  ago. 

Q.  Had  you  written  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  write  to  him — before  or  after  you  introduced 
the  resolution  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  after. 

By  Mr.  Broussard  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  as  I  recall  your  testimony  you  said  that  resolution 
2(>4,  House  resolution  introduced  by  yourself,  had  been  introduced  by 
you  in  order  to  get  information  from  the  Navy  Department  to  help 
this  committee  or  whatever  committee  was  appointed  by  Congress  in 
this  investigation  of  the  charges  made  by  you  ? — A.  I  wanted  to  bring 
out  what  information  I  could  to  the  committee. 

Q.  I  think  you  also  testified  that  you  did  not  know  whether  the 
resolution  was  drafted  by  Mr.  Webster  or  drafted  by  Mr.  Neff  ? — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Subsequently  Mr.  Neff  took  the  stand  and  testified  that  he 
had  drawn  it  up  and  that  you  had  signed  it ;  he  had  seen  you  affix 
your  name  to  it. — A.  The  resolutions? 

Q.  Yes;  the  resolutions. — A.  Well,  he  brought  the  resolution  to 
me,  as  I  remember  it. 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  Neff's  testimony  that  he  had  drawn  the  reso- 
lution on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster. — A.  Will  you  kindly  read 
me  Mr.  Neff's  testimony;  tell  me  where  that  testimony  is? 

Q.  Yesterday,  you  were  here  when  Mr.  Neff  was  on  the  stand; 
you  will  find  it  in  here. — A.  I  understood  that  Mr.  Neff  testified  he 
drew  it.    He  handed  it  to  me.    I  could  not  tell  who  drew  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  you  recall  that  he  testified  that  he  had  drawn 
it  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitney;  he  did  not  know"  who  would 
introduce  it,  but  he  gave  it  to  you  and  you  introduced  it.  Do  you 
recall  that  testimony? — A.  Part  of  it ;  substantially  that. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  get  your  statement  as  to  whether  you  originated 
the  idea  of  getting  this  mformation  from  the  Department  and  con- 


1586  HEARINGS  ON    HOUSE   RESOLUTION    288. 

suited  Mr.  Foss  about  it,  or  whether  Mr.  Neff  originated  the  idea  and 
consulted  Mr.  Whitney  about  it? — ^A.  Mr.  Broussard,  I  really  can 
not  tell  you;  I  would  not  be  absolutely  certain  about  that,  but  my 
remembrance  is  that  I  talked  it  over  with  Mr.  NeflF,  but  that  I  did 
not  know  that  he  expected  me  to  introduce  it. 

Q.  Do  you  rememoer  talking  to  Mr.  Foss  about  it? — A.  That  was 
after  it  was  introduced. 

Q.  You  remember  distinctly  that  your  purpose  was  to  get  evidence 
for  the  benefit  of  the  committee  to  be  appointed  under  that  resolution 
to  investigate  this  matter? — A.  I  wanted  to  get  all  the  facts  I  could. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  having  testified  that  you  had  not  read  this 
resolution  before  introducing  it? — ^A.  This  morning,  if  you  were 
here — were  you  here  this  morning  when  the  conmiittee  opened? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  You  heard  my  testimony  then. 

Q.- 1  heard  your  testimony  this  mornmg;  I  do  not  recall  it ;  I  may 
have  been  looking  over  some  testimony  when  you  made  that  state- 
ment. I  want  to  know  whether  this  resolution  emanated  from  you 
originally  on  behalf  of  the  Lake  Company  or  you  acted  on  behalf  of 
the  Lake  Company  in  introducing  it? — ^A.  Well,  the  resolution  ema- 
nated from  them,  and  I  introduced  it. 

Q.  You  were  not  then  incited  bv  any  desire  to  procure  evidence  to 
help  this  <5ommittee? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  It  did  not  originate  with  you,  however? — A.  I  think  we  had 
talked  that  over,  but  I  won't  be  positive  about  that.  But  I  saw  at 
once  that  it  would  give  us  some  information. 

Q.  You  knew  that  your  resolution  provided  full  powers  for  the 
committee,  whatever  committee  was  appointed,  to  get  such  services?— 
A.  I  assumed  at  that  time  that  the  committee  would  be  very  glad 
for  any  help  that  I  could  give  them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  put  in  your  original  proposition  the  power  to 
secure  papers,  swear  witnesses,  and  so  forth? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Then  you  knew  Congress  had  alreadv  granted  that  power  when 
it  passed  that  resolution? — A.  I  assumed  this  committee  would  be 
very  glad  to  get  the  assistance  it  could  from  me. 

Q.  Had  not  your  first  resolution  granted  power  to  sunmion  wit- 
nesses and  enforce  the  production  of  documents  to  secure  whatever 
was  necesary  to  further  this  investigation ;  was  that  not  in  the  resolu- 
tion originally? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Then  what  was  your  reason  for  getting  an  additional  power?— 
A.  Just  as  I  told  him.  I  assumed  the  committee  would  be  very  glad 
and  would  be  still  glad  if  I  could  produce  evidence  that  would  help 
them  in  any  way. 

Q.  Although  resolution  264  provided  that  this  evidence  should  l)e 
produced  before  the  committee  that  would  be  empowered  to  investi- 
gate under  your  first  resolution.  You  wanted  to  arm  this  coiiunittee 
with  double  power  to  get  the  same  evidence? — A.  I  wanted  to  get 
that  evidence  if  I  could. 

Q.  I  understand  that  your  charges  now  against  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  are  that  they  are  using  reprehensible  methods  to  influent 
legislation  in  Cong^ress;  I  understand  that  is  your  charge  now  as  it 
was  in  the  beginnmg? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  charge  that  these  methods  have  Ixhmi 
effective  with  Congress  and  that  anyone  has  been  influenced  by  then* 
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.  methods? — A.  I  do  not  charge  any  Member  of  Congress,  Mr.  Brous- 
sard. 

Q.  I  understand  that  vou  charge  that  they  have  been  using  rep- 
rehensible methods  to  influence  the  press  of  the  country  in  behalf  of 
their  snbmarines? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  charge  that  the  press  of  the  country 
has  been  corrupted  ? — A.  I  don't  know  exactly  what  you  mean  by  the 
press. 

Q.  I  mean  the  same  press  that  you  referred  to  in  your  testimony, 
whichever  press  that  may  be. — A.  I  mean  that  they 

Q.  Newspapers,  magazines,  publications? — A.  Magazines  mostly, 
and  newspaper  articles,  wherever  they  could  get  them  in. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  charge  that  these  methods  of  that  com- 

Eanv  have  been  effective  in  corrupting  the  press  of  the  country  in  be- 
alr  of  submarines? — A.  I  introduced  a  resolution  to  find  out  just 
how  far  these  things  had  been  pursued. 

.  Q.  You  made  no  charge  so  far  as  the  press  is  concerned? — A.  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  had  any  effect  or  not;  they  may  have  had  an 
effect  upon  Members  of  the  House. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  find  out  ? — A.  That  is  what  this  committee  was 
appointed  for. 

Q.  Have  you  tried  to  find  out  ? — A.  No ;  I  can  not  say  that  I  have. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  these  methods  with  the  press  on  the  part  of 
this  company  have  been  effective?— A.  Mr.  Broussard,  I  believe 
when  men  like  Archibald  go  out  over  the  Middle  West  and  the  Pa- 
cific coast  and  create  war  scares  and  ^et  up  in  chambers  of  commerce 
and  boards  of  trade  and  get  resolutions  passed  that  they  do  have 
their  effect.  A  Member  of  Congress  may  not  know  where  these 
emanate  from,  but  he  gets  letters  and  resolutions  from  chambers  of 
commerce  and  from  individual  voters  asking  him  to  vote  for  this  be- 
cause people  demand  it.     . 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  about  the  press,  and  not  about  a  man  visiting 
chambers  of  commerce  and  municipal  buildings;  I  am  asking  about 
the  press ;  do  you  make  that  specific  charge  ? — A.  Whether  they  have 
corrupted  any  Member  of  Congress  ? 

Q.  Yes;  or  whether  they  have  been  effective? — A.  I  can  not  say 
that  they  have. 

Q.  You  charge,  I  undei-stand,  that  this  company  has  been,  through 
its  reprehensible  methods,  able  to  secure  contracts  with  the  Navy  De- 
partment whereby  thejr  have  made  proifits  that  are  beyond  normal 
profits  of  men  engaged  in  business  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  charge  that  the  men  connected  with  the  making  of  these 
contracts  with  this  company  have  been  corrupted  by  the  men  who 
have  secured  the  contracts? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  your  charges;  I  believe  those  cover  all  the 
charges  that  you  have  made,  do  they  not  ? — A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  Congress,  press,  and  the  Navy  Department;  that  embodies  all 
of  your  charges.  Then,  do  I  understand  your  charges  to  be  these,  that 
you  charge  this  company  with  using  reprehensible  methods  to  in- 
fluence Congress,  the  rsavy  Department,  and  the  press  of  this  country, 
and  you  want  them  investi^ted,  and  yet  you  will  say  that  you  will 
not  make  the  charge  that  Congress  responded  to  those  methods  or 
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that  the  press  of  the  country  has  responded  to  those  methods,  or  that 
the  Navj^  Department  has  responded  to  those  methods;  will  you 
please  point  out  now  where  the  harm  has  been  done  ?  There  can  be  no 
corruption  without  some  one  being  corrupted;  therefore,  have  they 
corrupted  Members  of  Congress  or  the  Navy  Department? — A.  I 
have  not  made  the  charge  that  they  have  corrupted  Congress. 

Q.  Then  what  is  your  charge? — A.  I  have  made  the  charge  that 
they  used  these  methods,  which  were  wrongful  practices  and  cor- 
rupting methods.  I  have  not  mentioned  any  specific  person  that 
has  been  corrupted.  The  purpose  of  the  investigation  was  to  find  out 
whether  these  methods  had 

Q.  If  this  company  or  any  other  company  has  used  corrupting 
methods  to  cause  Congress  to  be  corrupted,  there  must  have  been  some 
one  corrupted ;  is  that  not  true  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  they  might  use  corrupt- 
ing methods  and  still  not  have  corrupted  any  Member.  So  they  might 
with  the  press,  and  yet  not  corrupt  the  press.  My  resolution  was  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  and  finding  out. 

Q.  In  other  words,  your  cnarge  was  simply  striking  at  everything, 
without  specifying  any  particular  thing;  is  that  your  understanding 
of  your  position? — A.  Well,  that  is  your  language,  Mr.  Broussard. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  say  what  your  understAnding  is? — ^A.  Based 
on  what  I  knew  and  what  I  have  testified  to  at  my  first  hearing,  I 
thought  that  these  methods  and  practices  ought  to  be  investi^ted, 
particularly  because  of  the  large  sum  of  money  which,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Goveminent  has  paid  more  than  it  need  to  have  paid  for  those 
goods,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  likelihood  that  they 
would  be  paid  in  the  future  excessive  profits. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  I  understand  that  you  say  that  Mr.  Taylor,  when  Mr. 
Taylor  approached  you  to  get  you  to  vote,  and  did  get  you  to  vote,  as 

he  testified — I  believe  that  is  what  he  testified A.  He  may  have 

testified  that  he  got  me  to  vote,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  did  not 
change  my  attitude  one  way  or  the  other  on  the  bill. 

Q.  I  believe  he  said  when  you  told  him  you  voted  for  the  submarine 

provision  in  the  last  bill — not  the  one  in  this  Congress A.  If  you 

got  very  closely  acquainted  with  Mr.  Taylor  while  he  was  here  you 
round  out  he  is  a  very  good  fun  maker.  Mr.  Taylor  and  I  are  on 
friendly  terms,  and  he  might  say  many  things  that  would  bear  a 
wrong  or  misinterpretation.  If  I  woula  have  voted  against  the  en- 
tire proposition,  I  could  have  said  that  to  him. 

Q.  He  did  say  you  had  voted  that  way,  and  had  done  it  at  his 
solicitation. — A.  I  do  not  care  what  he  said,  Mr.  Broussard ;  it  had 
no  weight,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  one  way  or  the  other  with  the  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  a  reprehensible  thing  for  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress to  solicit  contracts  for  any  constituent  of  his  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States? — A.  I  do  not  think  that  a  Member  of 
Congress  has  any  right  to  solicit  a  contract;  I  think  he  has  a  right  to 
see  that  his  constituent  has  a  fair  show  and  present  him  to  any  of  the 
Departments.  I  do  not  think  that  he  ought  to  go  around  himself  and 
solicit  contracts  from  the  Government. 

Q.  You  said  yesterday  that  your  son  owned  some  bonds  of  the 
Waterbury  American  ? — A.  Not  the  Waterbury  American,  it  was  the 
Waterbury  Kepublican. 

Q.  What  is  the  nam^  of  your  son? — A.  John. 
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Q.  How  old  is  he? — A.  He  is  veiy  nearly  23. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  son  ? — A.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  son,  Fred. 

Q.  Only  one  more? — A.  Theodore. 

Q.  You  have  three? — ^A.  One  is  in  the  Navy,  and  two  are  at  Yale. 

Q.  One  in  the  Navy A.  And  both  of  the  others  are  at  Yale. 

Q.  Is  your  son  in  the  Navy  an  offiber  in  the  Navy? — ^A.  He  is  past 
midshipman. 

Q.  (jraduate  of  Annapolis? — A.  A  jear  ago  last  January. 

Q.  Who  appointed  him  to  Annapolis  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  dia  you  make  your  appointment ;  did  you  select  them  your- 
self, or  have  competitive  examination  for  them  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which?  Competitive  examination  or  direct  appointment? — ^A. 
Direct  appointment. 

Q.  No  competitive  examination  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of 
your  son  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  own  the  real  estate  on  which  the  Waterbury  Kepublican 
building  is? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  any  member  of  your  family  ? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  have  never 
been  in  its  office  where  they  are  now  located. 

Q.  How  long  have  they  been  located  where  they  are? — A.  Within 
a  year  in  their  new  location.  The  old  location  I  nave  never  been  in 
there  but  very,  very  few  times.    Three  or  four  times. 

Q.  Do  you  own  any  real  estate  in  Waterbury? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  real  estate  do  you  own,  what  does  it  consist*  of  ? — A.  Va- 
cant land  and  house  and  business  property,  both  suburban  and  center ; 
I  have  got  some  land  and  buildings. 

Q.  Do  you  own  the  post-office  ouilding  in  Waterbury? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  own  it? — A.  No,  sir;  never  owned  it. 

Q.  None  of  your  family  own  it  ? — A.  Never ;  it  is  a  very  fine  build- 
ing: the  Government  owns  it. 

Q.  Did  you  secure  the  appropriation  for  that  building  since  you 
have  been  m  Congress? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  secured  before  you  came  to  Confess? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I 
can  enlighten  you  on  what  you  are  driving  at,  if  you  wish  to  have  me. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would. — A.  I  had  a  $1,200  store  in  Torrington, 
Conn.,  which  I  leased  to  the  Grovernment  for  $1  a  year  before  I  be- 
came a  Member  of  Congress.  I  think  you  will  find  this  all  in  the 
Bristow  report.  You  remember  the  Bnstow  report?  I  came  down 
here  when  I  was  elected  to  Congress  and  went  to  the  Postmaster- 
Greneral,  Mr.  Wynne,  his  name  was;  I  told  him  I  had  a  Grovernment 
store  run  by  the  Government,  and  I  would  like  to  cancel  the  lease 
and  let  them  stay  at  their  will.  After  I  had  been  elected  a  Member  of 
Congress,  Senator  Piatt  advised  me  on  this.  He  told  me  he  would 
submit  it  to  the  Attorney-General,  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary. 
He  would  submit  it  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  he  told  me  the 
next  day  that  because  the  lease  was  made  before  I  was  elected  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress  there  was  no  reason  for  canceling  the  lease,  and  I 
asked  him  if  he  would  submit  me  a  written  report  to  that  effect,  and 
he  did  so.  I  got  it  after  I  went  home.  But  he  failed  to  leave  the 
report  out  of  the  Bristow  report,  and  that  stated  that  I  had  leased 
that  as  a  post-office  at  $1  a  year. 
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Q,  Do  you  still  own  that  property  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  do  own  it  now  i—A.  I  do. 

Q.  Is  it  still  a  part  of  the  post-office? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  It  must  have  been  open  competition  if  it  had  been  rented  for 
$1  a  year? — A.  It  was  open  competition. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  I  believe  while  I  was  away  you  made  a  speech  in  the 
House  on  the  naval  bill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  then  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House  to  investigate 
the  navy-yards? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  offer  any  amendment  to  the  naval  appropriation 
along  the  lines  of  the  resolution  that  you  have  introduced  with 
regard  to  the  navy -yards? — A.  During  the  make-up  of  the  bill  I 
tried  to  keep  from  spending  new  money  on  yards  that  had  become 
obsolete,  or  that  were  practically  out  of  business. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  offer  an  amendment  of  that  character  to  the  naval 
bill  in  the  committee? — A.  I  asked  the  naval  committee  before  the 
passage  of  the  bill  to  cut  out  the  appropriation  for  new  work  in  some 
of  those  places. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  introduce  an  amendment  to  the  bill  or  offer  an 
amendment  or  any  provision  in  the  bill  to  cut  out  the  useless  na\7- 
yards,  as  you  contended  there  were  useless  navy -yards? — A.  I  re- 
fused to  vote  for  the  bill  with  this  appi\)priation  in  it. 

Q.  That  is  not  an  answer.  Did  you  ever  offer  an  amendment? — 
A.  No;  there  was  no  use  in  offering  an  amendment. 

Q.  Why? — A.  Because  as  the  committee  went  through  the  bill  I 
asked  to  have  certain  appropriations  cut  out  and  they  voted  not  to 
cut  them  out. 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  do  in  that  committee  ? — A.  We  usually  go 
through  a  bill  item  by  item. 

Q.  And  as  a  meml>er  of  the  committee,  when  you  want  anything 
cut  out  you  draw  your  amendment A.  You  do  not  draw  an  amend- 
ment. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  move  to  have  those  stricken  out  of  the  bill? — 
A.  Why,  I  objected  to  their  going  in. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  made  a  motion? — A.  No,  not  a  regular  motion, 
because  I  could  plainly  see  that  it  would  not  carry. 

Q.  How  could  you  see  that? — A.  Because  there  were  too  many 
interested. 

Q.  Interested  in  what  way? — A.  In  voting  for  the  amounts  that 
were  specified.     I  am  not  on  the  subcommittee  that  draws  the  bill. 

Q.  Are  you  on  any  subcommittee  at  all  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  subcommittee? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Are  not  you  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  on  naval  affairs? — 
A.  I  would  not  be  surprised,  but  we  never  met. 

Q.  Are  not  you  a  chairman  of  one  of  them? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  meeting? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  wnat  your  subcommittee  is? — A.  I  know, 
but  it  is  out  of  business. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  subcommittee  of  which  you 
are  chairman? — ^A.  If  you  had  the  list 

Q.  I  have  not  got  the  list.  You  don't  remember,  anyhow^,  what 
subcommittee  it  is,  and  it  never  meets.     Have  you  ever  had  a  meet- 


HEABING6  ON   HOUSE  BESOLUTION  288.    ^  1691 

ing? — A.  It  is  like  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury 
Dejpartment. 

Q.  Mr.  Erly  is  secretary  of  that  committee,  I  believe. — A.  I  have 
heard  so. 

Q.  And  you  were  chairman  in  this  sense? — A.  Yes.  There  id 
quite  a  difference  in  the  salary,  though. 

Q.  There  is  quite  a  difference  in  your  power,  also.  It  is  the  power 
of  the  chairman  to  call  the  committee  together,  and  not  the  sec- 
retary?— A.  The  business  is  transacted  by  the  first  committee.  I 
would  be  very  glad  to  call  it  together  any  time  you  have  any  propo- 
sition for  it. 

Q.  There  were  meetings  of  other  subcommittees,  was  there  not? — 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  none  of  yours? — A.  There  has  not  been  any  this  year. 

Q.  Do  you  attend  the  committee  meetings  very  regularly  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  do? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  meetings  have  you  had  at  this  session? — A.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  attend  any  meetings  since  this  investigation  started. 

Q.  Prior  to  that,  how  many  times  were  you  at  the  meetings? — A. 
I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  all  of  them  ? — ^A.  Oh,  I  attended  as  many  meet- 
ings of  the  subcommittees  that  I  am  not  on — on  the  main  subcom- 
mittee. 

Q.  I  thought  you  stated  that  you  never  had  a  meeting? — A.  They 
transact  all  the  business,  practically — the  first  one  on  the  list  trans- 
acts practically  all  the  business. 

Q.  Which  one  is  that? — A.  It  is  the  one  that  makes  up  the  bill,  of 
which  Mr.  Foss  is  chairman. 

Q.  I  am  going  to  ask  you  this  question :  If  you  had  such  an  in- 
terest in  naval  anairs  as  your  resolution  would  seem  to  indicate,  how 
is  it  that  the  record  of  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  shows  that  out 
of  26  meetings  for  all  the  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
Congress  you  have  attended  only  8  and  have  been  absent  18? — A* 
You  have  taken  them  all  up  to  date.  I  presume  a  verv  large  part 
of  those  have  occurred  since  my  resolution  was  introduced  and  I 
have  been  too  busy. 

Q.  Whni  part  of  them  have  occurred  since  your  resolution  was 
introduced? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  your  bill  was  already  prepared,  ready  to 
be  reported  to  the  House,  before  you  introduced  that  resolution  creat- 
ing this  investigation? — A.  Yes:  but  you  understand  that  I  attended 
meetings  of  the  committee  that  prepared  the  bill  in  addition  to  meet- 
ings of  the  full  committee. 

Q.  What  other  bill  has  that  committee  got  now  in  this  Congress 
except  the  naval  appropriation  bill? — A.  That  is  the  only  bill  up  to 
the  time  that  it  passed,  but  since  then  they  have  been  having  meet- 
ings frequently,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  them. 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  your  resolution  the  naval 
appropriation  bill  had  been  under  consideration  by  your  commit- 
tee?— A.  Yes;  but  not  the  full  committee  until  after  the  subcom- 
mittee had  passed  upon  it. 

Q.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  when  the  amendments  were  offered, 
the  vote  of  which  has  already  been  spread  on  the  re(^ord  of  these  hear- 
ings, before  the  committee  as  a  whole  committee  you  then  intro- 
duced in  Congress  a  resolution  to  investigate  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
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pany,  and  at  the  time  you  introduced  your  resolution  the  naval  ap- 
propriation bill  was  a  complete  thing  in  so  far  as  that  committee 
was  concerned? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  bill  at  that  time? — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  but  there  has 
been  a  great  many  since. 

Q.  EUive  they  reported  any  bill  since? — A.  I  do  not  know  that 
they  have  reported  any,  but  they  have  had  a  good  many  meetings 
since,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  they  have  had  more  since  than 
before. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  you  attended  all  of  the  meetings A.  I  do 

not  mean  to  say  I  attended  them  all,  but  I  attended  them  pretty  gen- 
erally ;  I  attended  a  very  large  number  on  the  subcommittee,  although 
I  was  not  a  member. 

Q.  But  you  testified  that  long  before  vou  were  appointed  on  this 
committee  you  were  so  interested  in  naval  affairs  that  you  were  read- 
ing up,  investigating  reports  and  matters  pertaining  to  naval  con- 
struction, and  you  solicited  to  go  on  this  committee ;  you  introduced 
resolutions  and  made  speeches,  and  I  want  to  know  just  how  much 
interest  you  did  take  in  naval  affairs. — A.  If  you  will  Kand  me  that 
book  I  will  tell  you,  if  you  can  not  see  yourself,  if  that  is  the  book. 
Does  it  have  the  meetings  of  'the  subcommittees  ? 

Q.  Yes;  it  has  everything,  I  think.  [Witness  is  here  shown  book.] 
I  do  not  find  your  committee  there. — A.  There  is  no  occasion  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Howard  : 

Q.  Up  to  the  passage  of  the  naval  bill  by  the  committee,  on  the 
10th  day  of  February,  you  were  absent  four  times  from  the  general 
committee  meeting,  and  *  you  were  present  about  eight  or  nine 
times. — A.  In  addition  to  that  I  was  present  at  the  subcommittee 
that  was  making  up  the  bill  pretty  regularly. 

Q.  That  came  about  in  this  way,  that  at  every  meeting  of  the  sub- 
committee that  had  the  making  up  of  the  general  bill,  every  member 
of  the  committee  was  invited  to  be  present  and  attend  its  sessions? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  no  roll  call  of  those  sessions. — A.  I  was  at  those  ses- 
sions, when  I  was  in  town,  every  day. 

Q.  But  there  was  no  roll  calf  of  those  sessions  of  the  regular  meet- 
ings other  than  those  which  are  credited  and  charged  up  to  the  sub- 
committee meetings,  and  in  the  regular  roll  calls  up  to  the  10th  day 
of  February  you  were  absent  four  times  and  present  nine  times. — A. 
Well,  that  may  be  the  full  committee.  I  was  probably  absent  four 
times.  I  will  accept  that  proposition,  if  you  have  looked  into  it.  T 
do  not  think  there  were  very  many  present  on  the  committee  outside 
of  the  chairman  that  were  not  absent.  I  think  that  is  a  pretty  good 
average. 

By  Mr.  Broussard  : 
Q.  The  purpose  of  these  questions  is  to  ascertain  how  much  interest 
you  did  take  in  naval  matters.     I  want  to  ascertain  whether  there  was 
any  reason  why  you  should  not  be  there. — A.  If  I  was  in  town  I  was 
there. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 
Q.  What  subcommittee  of  Xaval  Committee  ai-e  you  chairman 

of? — A.  If  you  will  read  it  over 

Q,  Don't  you  know  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 
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Q.  I  will  inform  you  that  you  are  chairman  of  the  subcommittee 
on  navigation,  equipment,  supplies,  miscellaneous. — A.  I  will  inform 
you  that  has  not  had  a  meeting. 

Q.  Is  not  that  a  pretty  important  committee? — A.  No,  sir.  It  is 
no  more  important  than  a  lot  of  committees  in  the  House  are. 

Q.  You  have  gotten  pretty  good  men  on  it.  Mr.  Lilley,  chairman ; 
Mr.  Eoberts,  Mr.  Loua,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Talbott,  Mr.  Lamar,  Mr. 
Hobson.  The  other  subcommittees,  it  seems  from  this  record  pro- 
duced by  the  clerk,  nearly  all  of  them  meet  from  time  to  time. — A.  I 
do  not  think  any  of  them  met  up  to  the  time  the  bill  went  in. 

Q.  Yes;  they  did.  The  subcommittee  on  appropriations  met  very 
often. — A.  I  mean  except  that  one.  That  special  committee  on  ap- 
propriations does  all  the  business  and  all  the  members  can  be  present. 

Q.  Here  is  a  subcommittee  on  construction,  repair,  and  steam  engi- 
neering, and  that  met  for  a  consideration  of  House  bill  7578,  and  so 
on. — A.  When  did  they  meet? 

Q,  It  met  on  the  3d  of  February.  Mr.  Loud  is  chairman  of  that. 
The  subcommittee  on  private  bills  had  several  meetings,  and  several 
other  subcommittees. 

By  Mr.  Broussard  : 

Q.  The  bonds  that  you  say  your  mother  and  son  hold  in  the  Water- 
bury  Eepublican,  you  state  $25,000? — A.  All  together. 

Q.  Do  those  bonds  pay  interest  regularly  or  declare  dividends? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  interest  do  they  pay? — A.  Five  per  cent. 

Q.  How  long  have  those  bonds  been  outstandmg? — A.  Three  or 
four  years. 

Q.  How  long  do  they  run? — A.  Ten  years.  The  question  was 
asked  me  vesterday  if  the  Waterbury  Republican  and  I  agreed  on 
matters.  We  are  very  much  in  disagreement  on  matters  at  the  pres- 
ent time  on  Presidential  candidates,  and  our  convention  will  meet 
very  soon  and  they  are  strong  supporters  of  Hughes  and  I  am  not. 

Q.  Do  they  disagree  with  you  as  to  submarines? — A.  Well,  I  may 
say  this,  that  I  have  never  written  a  line — I  won't  say  that  I  have 
never  written  a  line,  but  if  I  have  it  is  over  m^  own  sip:nature — or 
dictated  a  line  to  that  paper.  I  have  deplorecf  some  of  the  things 
that  it  says  a  great  many  times. 

Q.  That  is  not  answering  the  question.  The  question  is  whether 
they  agree  with  you  about  submarines  or  whether  jrou  are  dictating 
the  policy? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  in  favor  of  sub- 
marines or  not ;  I  mean  in  regard  to  them  officially. 

Q.  Do  you  receive  the  paper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  read  it? — A.  Sometimes. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  agree  with  yon  or  not  on  sub- 
marines?— A.  As  an  effective  weapon  of  warfare? 

Q.  Generally,  with  your  position,  the  whole  subject-matter. — 
A.  I  do  not  approve  all  the  things  that  the  Waterbury  Republican 
has  said  by  any  means  in  regard  to  this  investigation,  ii  that  is  what 
you  mean. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  they  agree  with  you,  not  whether  they  ap- 
proved of  it.*^    Do  they  agree  with  you  ? — A.  That  is  not.  for  me  to  say. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  f— A.  I  suppose  they  jigree  with  me  in  some 
things. 
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Q.  In  what  things  did  they  agree? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  things  do  they  disagree  with  you  in  about  submarine 
boats? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  not  any  argument  with  them. 
That  is  their  business. 

Q.  Do  you  know  their  views  as  published  in  the  paper  ? — ^A.  I  have 
read  a  number  of  articles  published  in  the  Bepublican. 

Q.  Do  you  agree  with  them  ? — A.  I  have  told  you  that  I  do  not. 

Q.  They  are  not  in  accord  with  you  and  your  policy  with  regard  to 
submarines? — A.  I  say  I  am  not  the  cause  of  all  the  things  they  have 
written. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  that.  I  say  their  policy  is  not  in  accord  with 
you,  with  what  you  concede  to  be  the  propter  policy  to  be  pursued  with 
regard  to  submarines.  Are  thev  advocating  the  same  thing  that  you 
are  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  they  are  advocating  in  the  Ime  of  sub- 
marines.   Do  you  mean  open  competition  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Apparentljr  they  are. 

Q.  Have  you  any  stock  in  the  Norwich  Kegister? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  connected  with  that  paper — ^the  Norwich 
Bulletin? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  stock  in  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  has  in  vour  family? — ^A.  No;  they 
are  away  over  in  the  farther  part  of  the  State. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  the  editor  of  that  paper  is? — ^A.  No ;  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  are  not  acquainted  with  him ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  met  him. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  I  can  not  tell  you.  I  was  introduced 
to  him. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  W.  H.  Saulte  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  newspaper  does  he  write  for  ? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  in  Washington  ? — A.  He  is  a  doorkeeper. 

Q^  He  is  from  Connecticut? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Whose  appointee  is  he? — A.  Mine. 

Q.  And  he  does  not  write  to  any  of  the  newspapers  ? — A.  I  never 
heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Thomas  F.  Tracey? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  newspaper  does  he  write  for? — A.  Well,  I  don't  think 
that  he  is  here  this  session. 

Q.  He  is  a  doorkeeper,  isn't  he,  and  on  the  pay  roll? — A.  I  have 
not  seen  him. 

Q.  Wh^t  newspaper  did  he  represent  while  he  was  here? — A.  He 
was  in  with  Mr.  ^^  allmo.  They  represent,  I  think,  the  Bridgeport 
Standard. 

Q.  And  several  other  papers? — A.  Yes;  but  I  do  not  know  just 
what  ones. 

Q.  Isn't  there  a  chain:  don't  they  represent  a  chain  of  newspapers 
through  Connecticut? — A.  They  represent  four  or  five  newspapers, 
but  I  do  not  know  what  ones  except  the  Bridgeport  Standard. 

Q.  What  district  does  Mr.  Tracey  live  in  ? — A.  Mr.  Henry's. 

Q.  Do  you  know  T.  E.  Spencer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  AVhat   paper   does   he   represent? — A.  He   is   a   part  of  this 
syndicate. 
'  Q.  He  is  on  the  Government  pay  roll? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Q.  A  policeman.  What  district  is  he  from? — A.  I  do  not  know. 
My  recollection  is  he  is  from  Mr.  Henry's  district.  But  I  wont  be 
positive  about  that. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  T.  J.  Goode? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  newspaper  does  he  represent? — A.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  What  position  does  he  hold? — A.  He  is  in  the  post-office,  but 
I  do  not  know  just  what  his  position  is. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  represents  one  or  two  newspapers? — A.  I  never 
heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  sends  letters  to  any  newspapers? — 
A.  I  never  heard  of  it 

Q.  Where  is  he  from  ? — A.  I  think  he  is  from  Mr.  Sperry 's  district. 

Q.  Do  you  know  C.  Ganss? — A.  No;  I  do  not. 

Q.  He  is  clerk  of  Invalid  Pensions,  and  I  don't  believe  he  gets  time 
to  do  much  newspaper  work.  He  is  from  Connecticut,  isn't  he? — • 
A.  I  believe  he  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  does  any  newspaper  work? — A.  I 
never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  J.  S.  or  J.  L.  Greenwood  ? — A.  Yes ;  secretary  of 
Mr.  Hill. 

Q.  What  paper  does  he  write  for? — A.  I  never  heard  of  his  writing 
for  any. 

Q.  Or  send  letters  to? — A.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  P.  G.  Wallmo?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  paper  does  he  represent? — ^A.  He  and  Spencer  work 
together  on  these  three  or  four  papers.  I  do  not  know  anyone  else 
here  who  is  doing  newspaper  work  here. 

Q.  Thev  represent  all  Connecticut  newspapers  ? — ^A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  So  far  as  Washington  news  is  concerned  ? — ^A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  Who  represents  the  others? — A.  There  is  a  Mr.  Hallam  here 
who  represents  the  Courant,  and  most  of  them  are  supplied  from  the 
Associated  Press  or  the  United  Press. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  nobody  else  represented  any  papers  here. — 
A.  Well,  there  is  the  Associated  Press. 

Q.  What  position  does  Mr.  Wallmo  hold  ? — ^A.  He  is  the  secretary 
or  clerk  of  the  Committee  on  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  Mr.  E.  B.  Spencer? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  Mr.  E.  B.  Spencer? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  E.  B.  Spencer  represents  any  news- 
papers or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  man ;  I  never  heard  of  him. 

Q.  Maybe  it  is  a  boy.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  by  that  name? — 
A.  No,  sir ;  where  does  he  come  from  ? 

Q.  He  comes  from  Connecticut,  I  am  informed.  He  is  clerk  or 
secretary  to  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds. — A.  I  do  not  know  him. 

Q.  Those  letters,  so  far  as  you  know,  are  from  Mr.  Wallmo,  clerk 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic,  Mr.  Spencer,  on 
the  Capitol  police  force,  and  Mr.  Tracey,  one  of  the  Members  of  the 
House. — A.  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Tracey  is  here  this  year,  and  I 
do  not  take  any  of  the  papers  that  those  people  represent,  so  the  only 
people  that  I  tnow  that  are  writing  things  here  for  any  of  the  Con- 
necticut papers  are  Hallam,  of  the  Hartford  Courant,'  and  Wallmo 
and  Spencer.  They  are  together.  But  I  do  not  think  any  of  these 
papers 

Q.  Is  there  anybody  here  who  writes  for  the  Waterbury  Republi- 
can ? — ^A.  No  one  that  I  know  of. 
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Q.  Do  they  rely  entirely  upon  Mr.  Webster,  then? — A.  I  never 
knew  of  Mr.  Webster  writing  a  line. 

Q.  You  see  articles  in  there  and  letters  from  Washington  very 
usually,  don't  you  ? — A.  No ;  not  any  more  than  tiie  press  dispatches. 

Q.  Outside  of  the  Associated  Press. — ^A.  No.  If  there  are  1  do  not 
know  who  writes  them. 

Q.  You  see  that  paper,  don't  vou? — A.  Yes;  it  comes  to  me. 
^  Q.  You  have  seen  such  articles,  haven't  you? — ^A.  I  have  not  no- 
ticed whether  they  were  dated.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  not  a  news- 
paoer  man,  anyhow,  and  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  know  a  newspaper  when  you  read  it? — ^A.  I  am  not  a  news- 
paper man.    I  do  not  Imow  how  they  are  dated. 

Q.  I  am  not  either,  but  when  I  see  and  read  Washington,  D.  C. 
April  21,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  is  a  Washington  letter. — A. 
Would  not  a  press  dispatdi  be  dated  in  the  same  way? 

Q.  There  is  ffeneraliy  a  diflference  between  a  press  dispatch  and  any 
other  letter.  Now,  the  letter  you  have  identified  vou  sent  Mr.  Lathrop, 
what  was  the  date  of  that? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  But  you  have  a  copy  of  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  We  will  ask  you  to  preserve  it  very  carefully  until  we  determine 
whether  we  want  it — A.  I  can  tell  you  what  is  in  it,  practically. 

Q.  We  will  not  ask  you  to  do  that.  We  do  not  want  to  get  anv 
conflict  between  you  and  the  letter.  It  may  be  there  is  nothing  in  ft 
that  we  are  interested  in. — A.  There  is  absolutely 

The  Chairman.  Absolutely  what?  I  thought  you  were  going  to 
finish  your  sentence.  You  said  absolutely.  You  can  consult  your 
counsel  if  you  choose. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Lathrop  been  here  this  session? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  anybody  representing  the  Waterbury  Republican  been  here 
this  session? — A.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  They  would  not  have  any  objection  to  coming, 
would  they,  if  thev  were  subpoenaed? 

A.  They  would  nave  to  come  if  they  were  subpoenaed. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  think  they  would  have  any  objection  to 
coming?    You  need  not  answer  if  you  do  not  wish  to. 

Mr.  Stevens,  have  you  any  other  questions  to  ask? 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  After  the  introduction  of  your  resolution  on  Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  when  did  you  first  make  up  your  first  list  of  witnesses  to 
be  examined  before  this  committee  to  be  appointed  under  it? — A. 
Why,  I  can  not  tell  you  the  date. 

Q.  Before  you  haa  a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Eules? — A. 
No;  I  think  not.  I  think  it  was  just  after  the  select  committee  was 
appointed. 

Q.  After  the  select  committee  was  appointed  on  the  6th  day  of 
March  ? — A.  I  should  think  that  would  be  about  the  time. 

Q.  So,  had  you  spoken  to  anybody  about  what  witnesses  would  be 
summoned  by  this  committee  ? — A.  1  think  I  had  talked  with  Senator 
Thurston. 

Q.  Had  you  prepared  any  list  with  Senator  Thurston  of  the  names 
of  witnesses  to  be  summoned  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  we  had  pre- 
pared a  list. 
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Q.  You  had  prepared  it  together  with  him  ?  Did  you,  with  Sena- 
tor  Thurston,  make  up  a  list  of  questions  for  those  witnesses? — A.  It 
^was  discussed ;  yes. 

Q.  When  was  the  name  of  Frank  L.  Edinborough  agreed  upon  as 
one  of  the  witnesses  who  would  be  summoned  by  this  committee  ? — A. 
They  were  all  made  up — the  first  lot  was  made  up  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  You  handed  in  the  name  on  March  9.  You  handed  in  the  name 
of  W.  D.  Gordon,  Frank  L.  Edinborough,  and  how  long  before  that 
had  these  two  names  been  under  consideration? — A.  Only  a  short 
time. 

Q,  Can  you  state  about  how  long? — A.  Xo;  I  can  not.  I  think  that 
%vhole  list  was  made  up  just  shortly  before  it  was  handed  in. 

Q.  Did  you  have  their  names  under  consideration  before  this  Mich- 
igan newspaper  man  talked  to  you  and  gave  you  Gordon's  name? — A. 
T  did  not  know  their  names.  1  know  there  was  a  lawyer  out  there, 
but  I  did  not  know  his  name,  and  I  did  not  know  about  Edinborough 
until  after  that,  after  the  resolutions  were  in. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  it  until  after  the  resolutions  were  passed 
and  the  committee  had  been  appointed? — A.  No;  I  won't  say  after 
the  committee  had  been  appointed,  but  after  the  resolution  was 
passed.  Four  or  five  days  after  that  I  got  Mr.  Edinborough's  name 
and  Gordon's,  too. 

Q.  Then  it  was  about  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  this  commit- 
tee?— ^A.  Before. 

Q.  About  March  3  or  4? — A.  I  would  say  it  was  before  that.  It 
was  a  week  before. 

•Q.  A  week  before  would  be  about  February  27,  then.  About  the 
time  you  introduced  your  resolution. — A.  It  was  during  that  week 
that  this  young  man  that  I  have  referred  to  came  into  my  office  and 
I  got  those  names  first  from  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Webster  testified  that  he  came  in  about  March  4  or  5. — A. 
He  came  in  again. 

Q.  Before  that? — A.  No;  he  came  in  again  after  that — well,  that 
was  the  second  time  that  he  came  in,  probably,  that  he  brought  the 
initials  of  Gordon. 

Q.  Can  you  identify  when  he  came  in  the  first  time  ? — A.  It  was  a 
few  days  after  the  resolution  went  in. 

Q.  TTie  resolution  went  in  on  the  20th  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  About  how  long  was  it  before  your  appearance  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules?  I  want  to  g^t  that  as  accurately  as  possible.  The 
resolution  was  introduced  on  Thursday,  February  20,  about  2  p.  m., 
so  you  state.  Your  appearance  before  the  Committee  on  Rules  was 
on  February  25,  which  would  be  the  Tuesday  following.  Xow,  did 
this  Michigan  man  come  in  during  that  day  or  after  i — A.  He  came 
in  the  first  time,  I  would  say,  between  the  22d  and  the  25th. 

Q.  Between  the  22d  and  the  25th  f — A.  That  is  my  impression. 

Q.  And  up  to  the  time  of  his  appearance,  the  only  inf ormati6n  you 
had  was  from  Mr.  Foss  concerning  Gordon's  connection  with  Loud  i — 
A.  Oh,  I  had  heard  that  talked  of. 

Q.  Where  did  you  hear  it? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you.  The  onlv 
thing  positive  I  had  was  from  what  Mr.  Loud  and  Mr.  Foss  had  saia. 

Q.  Can  not  you  identify  any  place  you  may  have  heard  it  or  any 
person  you  may  have  talked  with  about  it? — A.  No,  sir;  not  on  those 
two. 
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Q.  Mr.  Edinborouph  testified,  page  715,  that  on  the  22d  day  of 
February  he  was  notified  that  he  probably  would  be  summoneil  to 
Washington. — A.  Well,  that  is  something  that  I  knew  nothing  abso- 
lutely about. 

Q.  You  had  not  given  any  intimation,  then,  up  to  that  time  ? — ^A. 
No.  sir. 

Q.  That  Mr.  Edinborough's  name  was  under  consideration? — A. 
No,  sir.     I  did  not  know  Mr.  Edinborough's  name  on  the  22d. 

Q.  You  knew  about  this  fact  of  Mr.  Gordon's  alleged  candidacy  on 
the  20th,  when  you  gave  your  interview  to  the  Washingtcm  Post,  did 
you? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  must  have  known  it  then. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  some  person  knew  the  facts  sufficient  to  notify  these  same 
things  to  Mr.  Edinborough  by  telegraph  from  Washington  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  so  he  testifies,  and  some  person  knew  this  connection  tb  send 
an  anonymous  letter  to  Mr.  Edinoorough  from  Washington  on  Feb- 
ruary 15.  Now,  you  see  there  is  that  same  fact  appearing  at  those 
three  different  times.  Can  you  identify,  after  this  statement,  any 
person  you  talked  with  who  would  have  known  of  that  fact  before 
you  introduced  your  resolution  so  that  he  would  know  it  on  February 
16,  or  afterwards,  so  that  he  would  notify  Mr.  Edinborough  on  Feb- 
ruary 22? — A.  No,  sir.;  I  left  here  February  12  and  returned  on  the 
19th,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  did  not  talk  with  any  person  who  could 
have  given  Mr.  Edinborough  any  information. 

Q.  These  facts  do  appear:  That  the  anonymous  letter  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Edinborough  stating  that  Mr.  Gordon  had  been  a  candidate 
against  Mr.  Loud  and  withdrawn  at  the  instance  of  the  Electric  Boat 
(>)mpany,  and  that  letter  reached  Mr.  Edinborough  on  the  17th  or 
•  18th  of  February.  Your  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  20th,  and 
you  gave  an  interview  in  the  Washington  Post  on  the  20th  embodying 
practically  that  same  statement.  Now,  on  the  22d,  two  days  later,  Mr. 
Edinborough  testifies  that  he  was  notified  by  a  friend  of  his  in  Bay 
City,  a  Bay  City  reporter  of  the  Detroit  News,  that  he  would  be 
summoned  to  Washington  to  testify  as  to  those  facts.  Now,  can  not 
you  indicate  to  us  any  person  you  talked  with,  in  this  mass  of  rumors 
that  you  said  were  prevailing  here,  who  would  know  about  these  facts 
and  be  interested  in  informing  Mr.  Edinborough  in  those  two  ways  ? — 
A.  I  would  not  know  unless  this  correspondent  who  gave  me  his 
name  was  in  my  office  on  the  22d.  That  might  be  .possible.  If  he 
was  in  my  office  on  the  22d  and  gave  me  those  names,  I  may  have  in- 
timated to  him  that  they  miffht  be  summoned. 

Q.  So  you  might  have  told  the  correspondent  on  that  day  ? — A.  I 
might  have,  but  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Q.  If  you  told  it^ A.  That  day  comes  a  little  early,  it  seems  to 

me.    I  would  have  said  that  he  was  not  in  there  until  a  little  later. 

Q.  That  is  w^hy  I  want  you  to  place  your  recollection  just  as  closely 
as  pofeible.  Can  you  indicate  the  time  of  the  visit  of  that  young 
man  ? — A.  T  am  certain  I  did  not  know  Mr.  Edinborough's  name  or 
where  he  lived  or  that  there  was  such  a  person. 

Q.  Or  that  he  was  to  be  subpoenaed? — A.  Or  that  he  was  to  be 
subpcpnaed.  until  after  the  20th. 

Q.  (Showing  witness  papers.)  These  are  the  questions  prepared 
for  Mr.  Edinborough  and  Mr.  Gordon;  that  is  your  name  signed;  as 
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I  take  it,  that  is  your  signature? — A.  Yes.  Those  were  prepared 
some  time  after  that,  though. 

Q.  Who  prepared  those  questions? — A.  Why,  I  think  they  were 
prepared  with  the  advice  of  Senator  Thurston. 

Q.  Who  dictated  the  substance  of  them? — A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  Senator  Thurston  dictated  the  substance  of  them  or  not.  If 
he  did  not,  thev  must  have  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Neff. 

Q.  So  that  tlie  substance  of  these  questions  was  prepared  either  by 
Senator  Thurston  or  Mr.  Neff  ? — A.  After  consultation  with  me. 

Q.  After  consultation  with  you?  Now,  did  you  furnish  the  facts 
that  were  the  basis  of  these  questions,  as  you  recall  ? — A.  I  probably 
did;  many  of  them,  anyhow. 

Q.  So  that  the  connection  of  Mr.  Loud  with  Mr.  Gordon  as  indi- 
cated as  a  basis  for  these  questions  were  furnished  by  you? — A.  If 
vou  will  let  me  look  those  questions  over.  [After  looking  paper  over.] 
Ves,  sir.  After  discussion  or  consultation  with  Senator  Thurston 
those  questions  were  gotten  up. 

Q.  And  you  furnished  the  substance  of  them  ? — A.  Much  of  it. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  si^ature  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  of  ques- 
tions to  be  submitted  to  A\ .  D.  Gordon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  of  the  questions  submitted  to  Frank  L.  Edinborough  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  about  when  those  questions  were  prepared? — 
A.  Why,  just  shortly  before  those  witnesses  appeared  here,  I  think. 

Q.  They  appearea  on  April  2.  Mr.  Gordon  appeared  a  day  earlier 
and  Mr.  Edmborough  on  April  2.  Can  you  recall  when  they  were 
prepared? — A.  Sometime  in  March,  I  should  say. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Edinborough  called  on  you  the  night  before  his 
appearance  before  this  committee,  did  you  go  over  this  matter  with 
him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  inform  him  what  questions  would  be  propounded  to 
him? — A.  \ot  a  question. 

Q.  Did  you  go  over  with  him  the  substance  of  the  anonymous  letter 
he  had  received? — A.  No,  sir.  He  told  me  he  had  received  some 
anonymous  comnmnication. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  into  it  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  what  was  in  it  ? — A.  I  did  not.  I  did  not  ask 
to  examine  it.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  received  any.  I  told  him  I  had ; 
a  large  number. 

Q.  Did  he  show  it  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  And  you  had  no  curiosity  to  find  out  what  was  in  it  ? — A.  I  did 
not  care  to  ask  him. 

Q.  You  did  not  examine  him  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  never  saw 
it  or  looked  at  it.  He  never  took  it  out  of  his  pocket  if  he  had  it 
with  him. 

Q.  Have  you  read  Mr.  Loud's  testimony  as  to  his  connection  with 
Mr.  Gordon? — A.  Well,  I  have  not  read  it;  I  heard  it. 

Q.  As  vou  read  Mr.  Gordon's  testimony  as  to  his  connection  with 
Mr.  Loud? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  read  the  testimony  of  both  of  them  to  the  effect  that 
there  never"  was  any  such  fact  that  Mr.  Gordon  was  a  candidate 
against  Mr.  Loud,  or  suggestion  or  intimation  that  he  ever  would  be 
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a  candidate  against  Mr.  Loud — ^you  observed  that  in  the  record? — A- 
I  think  there  was  some  such,  that  he  was  talked  of  in  the  papers. 

Q.  That  was  in  Mr.  Edinborouffh^s  testimony? — ^A-  Did  not  Gor- 
don say  that  he  had  been  mentioned  in  the  papers  as  a  candidate? 

Q.  Well,  he  said  that  he  had  been  mentioned,  but  Mr.  Edinborough 
went  into  that  more  fully.-^A.  I  think  Mr.  Gordon  said  he  had  b^ 
talked  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Gordon  said  he  had  never  been ;  never  intimated  he  would 
be  a  candidate  against  Mr.  Loud,  and  Mr.  Loud  said  the  same  tiling. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  a  very  few  questions  on  a  perfectly  familiar 
subject,  and  I  believe  a  favorite  one  with  you.  It  is  the  subject  of  the 
cost  of  submarines.  I  want  to  ask  if  you  have  ever  built  a  sub- 
marine?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  assist  in  building  one  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  one  built? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  study  the  plans  of  one  being  built? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  study  the  plans  for  building  one? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  examine  the  cost  of  building  one? — A.  Only 
from  the  documents. 

Q.  Froni  any  other  sources? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  pay  for  one? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  help  to  pay  for  one? — A.  Only  by  taxation. 

Q.  That  is  indirect.  You  could  not  calculate  your  part  of  it  for 
the  life  of  you.  Did  you  ever  own  a  ship  of  any  kind  ? — A.  I  owned 
an  interest  in  one  once. 

Q.  Was  it  built  before  or  after — did  you  buy  an  interest  in  one 
already  built? — A.  It  was  building. 

Q.  Iron  or  wooden? — A.  Wooden;  a  merchant  vessel. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything . about  her  cost? — A.  No;  that  was  a 
good  many  years  ago.  My  impression  is  it  cost  $64,000.  It  was 
built  at  Bath. 

Q.  A  wooden  ship? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  schooner? — A.  She  was  a  brig  or  a  baitjue. 

Q.  Or  a  brigantine.  You  know  a  brigatine  by  her  rig? — ^A.  I 
did  at  that  time.     I  don't  know  as  I  could  tell  now. 

Q.  A  brigantine  carries  a  yard  on  the  mainmast? — A.  She  has 
one  yard. 

Q.  If  a  brig,  she  has  one.  What  was  her  tonnage  ? — A.  I  can  not 
remember.     It  is  a  good  many  years  ago. 

Q.  You  have  no  interest  in  one  now  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  make  any  study  of  the  cost  of  submarines? — A. 
Only  from  the  testimony  of  other  people. 

Q.  The  testimony  of  whom? — A.  Admirals  Bowles,  Melville, 
O'Neil,  and  Captain  Lake. 

Q.  You  have  examined  carefully  the  report  and  testimony  of  those 
persons  before  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  and  Senate,  and  in 
what  other  form A.  I  am  very  familiar  with  their  figures. 

Q.  You  have  never  examined  any  other  sources  of  in^rmation  to 
form  a  basis  of  calculation  of  the  cost,  have  you?  Lake,  Bowles, 
O'Neil,  and  Melville — have  you  ever  examined  any  other  outside  of 
those?  Have  you  ever  gone  to  any  other  source  for  the  cost  of  sub- 
marines or  made  any  calculations  from  any  other  sources  of  author- 
ity ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not ;  but  I  would  like  to.  '^ 
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Q.  That  is  one  of  the  things  I  would  like  to  do,  too.  That  is  the 
fact,  is  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  isn't  it  a  further  fact  that  you  have  never  made  a  calcu- 
lation the  result  of  which  you  have  stated  either  before  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  to  any  newspaper  reporter,  or  to  this  committee  at  any 
time  ? — A.  What  is  that  i 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  you  have  never  yourself,  using  the  data  from 
these  sources,  or  any  one  of  them,  made  a  calculation  as  to  the  cost 
of  submarines,  the  result  of  which  calculation  you  have  given  either 
to  the  Committee  on  Bules  or  any  newspaper  or  to  this  conmiittee  ? — 
A.  I  have  not  made  figures  myself;  no. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  call  a  calculation — ciphering,  we  used  to  call 
it.  You  have  never  done  any  ciphering  on  it,  have  you? — A.  Not 
personally. 

Q.  If  you  did  not  do  the  ciphering  personally,  you  do  not  know 
much  about  it? — A.  I  ordered  some  of  it  done.  No;  I  have  not  done 
any  ciphering. 

Q.  The  subject  is  perfectly  familiar.  There  is  no  difficulty  about 
this.  But  you  have  never  made  the  calculations  on  this  subject, 
taken  either  from  Bowles  or  any  other  of  those  you  have  named? — ^A. 
I  do  not  remember,  except  one  day  in  my  office  at  the  desk  I  think 
I  made  some  figures  on  Bowles's  testimony. 

Q.  TYhat  did  you  ffet  ? — A.  It  was  not  beyond  dividing  the  tons  by 
the  estimated  cost,  which  made  $745,  to  show  the  cost  per  ton. 

Q.  That  would  be  only  one  factor  in  the  other  calculation  of  the 
subject  of  gross  profits? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  never  have  made  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  fact.  Now,  you  state  that  generally,  in  this  way, 
as  I  remember  your  testimony,  you  said  generally  they  have  made 
a  profit  of  about  a  million  dollars  on  the  contracts  already  obtained. 
They  will  make  a  profit  of  a  million  dollars  on  the  new  contracts 
let,  I  presume,  in  November  and  December  last, — A.  No;  the  con- 
tracts to  come. 

Q.  If  this  bill  passes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  out  of  the  total  appropriations  up  to  date  your  mini- 
mum estimate  has  been  $2,000,000,  one  million  already  made  and  a 
million  to  be  made;  that  is  right? — A.  Yes,  if  the  money  appropri- 
ated goes  in. 

Q.  That  is  your  minimmn  figure.  You  appear  in  another  place 
to  state  it  in  round  numbers  at  a  million  and  a  half? — A.  Based  on 
Bowles's  figures. 

Q.  And  you  have  stated,  and  we  will  bear  in  mind  you  said  you 
did  not  make  those  figures? — A.  Personally  I  did  "not  make  the 
figures. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  you  to  claim  any  figuring  that  you  did  not  do. — 
A.  I  ordered  them  to  be  made. 

Q.  I  know  you  did,  but  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I  am 
drawing  this  distinction,  that  figures  will  not  lie,  so  don't  vou  adopt 
any  other  means  of  ciphering.  Now,  a  million  and  a  half  in  roimd 
numbers  is  one  calculation  you  have  made,  and  if  you  are  informed 
upon  the  subject  you  will  know  that  that  result  can  not  be  derived 
from  Bowles  s  figures.  If  you  used  Bowles's  figures  as  a  basis  of 
calculation  on  contracts  already  let  and  calculate  the  45  cents — 
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Bowles  states  it  in  so  many  dollars  and  45  cents,  if  I  remember. — X. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  vou  make  the  calculation  and  include  the  4.>  cents,  you  get 
the  result  of  $1,476,296.60  exactly.  But  if  you  leave  off  the  4r> 
cents,  then  you  get  the  result,  witli  simple  ciphering,  that  is  stated 
by  you  of  J^l,519,738.o8.  So  that  whoever  calculated  that  to  which 
you  signed  your  name  left  off  the  45  cents  in  Bowles's  testimony. 
Are  you  aware  of  that  ? — A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  aware  of  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  can  try  it  when  you  feel  like  ciphering.  The  imjxirtant 
fact,  however,  is  that  you  have  stated  what  the  profits  are  when,  a? 
a  matter  of  fact,  you  never  calculated  them.  You  never  attempted  to 
calculate  them? — A.  I  had  them  calculated  by  a  Yale  graduate. 

Q.  Yes;  by  a  Yale  graduate.  Now,  then,  is  it  or  is  it  not  true  that 
if  there  was  no  excessive  profit  off  this  sum  of  a  million  and  a  half, 
or  any  other  sum,  if  there  was  no  excessive  profit  in  the  contract  price 
of  these  boats,  then  you  have  no  charge  to  make  against  the  Electric 
Boat  Company,  have  you  ? — A.  I  would  not  sav  that. 

Q.  Let  us  see  if  you  should  not  say  that,  itaven't  you  stated  j^v- 
eral  times  in  this  investigation  that  the  bottom  of  the  trouble — the 
inducement  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to  bribe  Members  and 
corrupt  the  Department,  to  resort  to  various  things,  75-cent  cigars, 
etc. — was  becau.se  of  these  exorbitant  and  extravagant  profits? — A. 
I  did  not  put  it  in  that  language.     That  is  the  incentive. 

Q.  That  is  the  inducement;  and  if  that  incentive  did  not  exist, 
then  these  practices  would  not  exist  Haven't  you  stated  that,  or 
would  not  you  say  that  now  ? — A.  Substantially  that. 

Q.  That  if  this  profit  did  not  exist,  that  the  incentive  would  be  re- 
moved and  the  practices  of  course  would  not  be  adopted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  have  never  made  this  calculation  and  never  inquired, 
then,  whether  these  were  or  were  not  excessive  profits,  does  it  not 
make  it  possible  that  there  could  be  an  honest  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  these  excessive  profits  existed?  In  other  words,  let 
us  get  that  down  into  concrete  lorm.  If  naval  officers,  charged  with 
the  responsibilitv  of  letting  and  making  these  contracts,  in  this  in- 
vestigation testify  that  no  such  exorbitant,  extravagant  profits  exist  in 
the  contract,  and  they  testify  that  from  having  made  the  calculations, 
and  having  experience  in  the  matter  of  a  portion  of  these  calculations, 
are  they,  or  you,  who  positively  never  made  a  calculation  about  it, 
better  entitled  to  be  believed? — A.  They  have  let  a  contract  for  $1,059 
a  ton  for  seven  submarine  boats,  which  I  believe  can  be  built  for  $600 
a  ton. 

Q.  Yet  you  never  built  a  submarine  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Never  saw  one  built? — A.  I  have  never  built  one ;  butyouheanl 
the  tevStimony  the  other  day  of  a  man  that  is  responsible 

Q.  Who  was  he? — ^A.  Lake  testified  that  he  would  take  the  con- 
tract at  $745,  and  I  believe  he  would  make  a  handsome  profit.  I 
have  seen  the  first  Holland  that  was  made.  It  looked  like  a  little 
raft;  a  little  small  thing  which  has  been  tied  up  down  there  at 
Annapolis  for  a  number  of  years.  It  don't  look  as  though  it  ought 
to  cost  anything  like  that. 

Q.  It  had  barnacles  on  the  bottom  of  it  ? — A.  I  presume  so. 

Q,  Then  it  had  sea  moss  on  that,  and  then  the  paint  had  worn  off 
of  it,  and  it  looked  exactly  like  one  of  the  rafts  carried  usually  on  the 
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deck  of  a  steamship.    But  what  has  that  to  do  with  it?    I  asked  you, 

under  your  confessed  ignorance  of  the  matter  of  the  cost  of  one 

A.  I  do  not  confess  ignorance  of  the  matter  of  the  cost  of  one  from 
the  mere  fact  that  I  have  not  compiled  the  figures  myself.  I  have 
heard  those  figures  discussed  for  years,  and  nobody  disputes  them. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  we  agree  on  this,  that  you  con- 
fess ignorance  of  having  made  this  calculation.  You  have  never 
made  the  calculations? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore  you  do  not  know  whether  you  are  accurately  stating 
the  fact  in  any  statement  you  have  made  of  the  price? — A.  I  know 
approximately. 

Q.  You  say  approximately.  Now,  you  quote  Lake.  Did  Lake  say 
that  these  were  unreasonable  profits,  if  they  were  profits? — A.  I  do 
not  recall  that  he  said  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  heard  Flint's  testimony  ? — A.  Not  all  of  it,  I  did  not  hear 
that  part  of  it. 

Q.  Did* you  hear  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  believed  it  if  you  had  heard  it? — A.  I  was 
not  interested  in  Flint. 

Q.  You  were  not  interested  in  Flint  ? — A.  In  his  testimony. 

Q.  Let  me  draw  your  attention  to  another  thing.  You  have  stated 
in  this  article  of  the  19th  that  the  Lake  people  oflfered  to  build  a 
series  of  boats  for  a  certain  number  of  dollars  cheaper  per  ton  than 
the  other  people.  Did  you  make  that  calculation? — A.  I  made  that 
calculation  in  my  head  from  the  testimony  here  of  the  Lake  boat. 

Q.  You  made  it  on  a  basis  of  tonnage  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  tonnage  is  not  an  accurate  basis  of  com- 
parison?— A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  not;  no.  It  is  the  basis 
that  is  generally  used,  I  think. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  is  not  accurate?  Don't  you  know  that  it 
is  not  the  proper  basis  for  reaching  conclusions  to  be  used  as  testi- 
mony and  to  affect  serious  investigation? — A.  No:  I  don't  know 
that 

Q.  Neff  knows  more  than  you  do,  then.  You  dissent  to  what  Neff 
said? — A.  Oh,  I  can  tell  you  that  much,  as  the  size  increases  the  cost 
diminishes. 

Q.  Are  not  you  prepared  to  say  that  the  matter  of  tonnage  as  a 
basis  of  price  is  not  a  fair  one  for  a  serious  investigation  ? — A.  The 
difference  between  the  decreased  cost  as  to  the  tonnage  would  not  be 
a  million  and  a  half  dollars  by  any  means. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  whether  or  not  that  was  a  fair  price  for 
these  boats  or  whether  that  was  an  unfair  or  unreasonable  profit.  I 
never  have  asked  you  that  question,  and  I  would  not  ask  you  that 
question.  I  have  absolutely  no  consideration  for  any  result  that  you 
would  reach  any  more  than  what  I  would  reach.  I  am  trying  to  get 
that  question  away  from  you  to  the  men  who  are  calculated  to  know 
something  about  it.  That  is  why  I  asked  you.  Do  not  be  afraid  of 
it.  I  have  only  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  hypothetical  question.  If  these 
profits  were  so  and  so,  they  could  be,  under  certain  conditions,  exces- 
sive or  otherwise,  and  I  am  not  trying  to  get  you  to  swear  anything 
about  that  matter  as  to  whether  these  were  excessive  profits  or  any 
profits.  Now,  on  the  face  of  this  statement  you  make  that  the  Lake 
people  offered  to  build  a  series  of  boats  that  run  on  the  average  of 
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tonnage  several  hundreds  of  dollars  cheaper  than  the  electric  com- 
pany— as  a  matter  of  fact,  did  you  make  that  calculation? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  If  you  had  made  that  calculation  and  had  reached  that  result 
would  you  be  prepared  to  say  that  that  was  a  fair  measure  of  the  value 
of  the  Lake  contract  or  th^  Lake  proposals  and  the  Electric  Boat 
Company's  proposals? — A.  I  believe  that  they  both  get  exorbitant 
prices. 

Q.  I  have  nothing  on  earth  to  do  with  that.  I  am  asking  you 
whether  or  not  that  is  a  fair  basis  of  comparison  between  the  pro- 
posals of  the  two  companies.  Relatively  ttie  boats  cost  somethmg, 
whether  they  are  worth  anything  or  not.  They  cost  somethii:^?— 
A.  They  cost. 

Q.  And  if  they  are  going  to  get  anything  in  the  neighborhood  of 
what  they  cost,  they  would  get  some  sum,  and  they  would  be  worth 
some  other  sum.  Now,  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  that  was  a  fair 
basis  of  comparison  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  so? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Then  you  think  that  in  the  purchase A.  You  mean  a  fair 

basis  of  comparison  of  the  costs  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Oh,  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Then,  do  you  repudiate  this  statement  that  the  Lake  people 
were  offering  a  boat  for  $320  per  ton  cheaper  than  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  ? — A.  I  mean  that  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  rela- 
tive costs  between  the  different  sizes  of  boats. 

Q.  But  here  is  a  statement  that  has  occurred  at  the  beginning  of 
these  hearings,  at  page  356 : 

I  submit  a  comparative  statement  of  the  bids  submltteil  by  the  Electric  Doat 
CJompany  and  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  for  the  construction  of  sub- 
marines, on  April  30,  1907,  from  which  It  api^ears  that  the  submarines  to  b«» 
constructed  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  are  to  cost  on  an  average  of  about 
$320  per  ton  more  than  the  prices  offered  by  the  I^ke  Torpeilo  Boat  Company, 
under  guaranties  to  the  Navy  Department  and  subject  to  the  performance  of 
all  tests  prescribed  or  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Navy  Department  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  their  acceptance.  By  this  statement  It  will  also  be  seen  that  tbr 
lowest  price  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  Is  $800  a  ton,  which  approaches 
very  closely  the  price  given  by  Admiral  Bowles. 

The  general  result  of  that  has  appeared  in  various  forms  in  this 
investigation  for  some  time.  I  want  to  know  if  you  are  prepared  to 
admit  that  you  know"  that  the  greater  cheapness,  relatively,  does 
exist  between  the  boats  offered  by  the  Lake  people  and  the  boats  of- 
fered by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  ? — A.  I  only  know  it  from  the 
way  it  figures  out. 

Q.  Did  you  figure  it  out? — A.  No:  I  did  not. 

Q.  So  you  do  not  know  it  that  way,  if  you  did  not  figure  it  out  and 
reach  that  result;  and  are  you  prepared  to  say  that,  for  a  serious 
investigation,  it  is  a  fair  basis  of  comparison  ? — A.  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  You  think  it  is.  Would  not  that  be  a  fair  basis  of  comparison 
if  you  were  undertaking  to  build  colliers,  whose  sole  function  should 
be  to  carry  so  many  tons  of  coal ? — ^A.  As  between  colliers? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  As  between  the  sizes,  I  do  not  think  you  could  com- 
pare the  cost  between  two  different  colliers  as  to  size  as  you  could  in 
submarines.  There  is  no  machinery  or  mechanical  appliances  in 
colliers. 
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Q.  Colliers  are  of  very  much  simpler  form  of  construction  and 
cheaper  and  easier  to  calculate  the  cost. — ^A.  I  presume  the  rule  would 
apply  in  colliers,  and  the  same  rule  would  apply  here ;  I  am  not  in- 
formed on  that. 

Q.  Do  YOU  mean  to  say  it  is  easier  to  set  the  cost  of  submarines  than 
it  is  of  colliers? — ^A.  No;  I  should  thiii  it  would  be  the  other  way. 

Q,  Of  course  it  would.  Now,  then,  in  the  matter  of  submarines, 
what  are  the  points?  Would  it  be  a  matter  of  tonnage  that  the  Gk)y- 
emment  was  after?  What  do  you  want  of  a  submarine? — A.  I  do 
not  want  anything. 

Q.  I  know  you  do  not,  but  the  Grovernment  wants  a  submarine  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  unseen,  for  the  purpose  of  being  unhindered  in 
placing  a  destructive  projectile  under  the  ship  of  the  enemy. — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  you  can  do  that  with  a  80-ton  machine  as  well  as  you  could 
with  a  3,000-ton  machine,  it  is  better  and  cheaper  to  do  it  with  the 
30-ton,  isn't  it? — ^A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  proper  size  of 
submarines. 

Q.  I  am  not  going  into  the  size;  hence  I  have  given  80  tons  on  the 
one  hand  and  3,000  tons  on  the  other.  That  ought  not  to  annoy  you. 
If  it  can  be  done  with  the  smaller  one,  isn't  it  cheaper,  cheaper  for 
the  Government  if  it  can  be  done  thoroughly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  why  should  the  Government  be  interested  in  the  mere 
tonnage  in  gettmg  submarines? — A.  I  believe  that  progress  is  toward 
larger  submarines. 

Q-  Why? — A.  I  hear  certain  governments  are  building  800-ton 
submarines. 

Q.  For  what  reason  ? — A.    I  can  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Well,  I  can't  tell  you.  I  am  not  on  the  Naval  Committee.  But 
you  know — tell  me. — A.  Except  by  experimentation  they  have  come 
to  the  conclusions  that  the  larger  vessel  is  the  better. 

Q.  For  what  reason? — A.  I  can  not  give  you  the  reason. 

Q.  Isn't  it  because  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  getting  greater  surface 
and  submergence  speed? — A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  And  that  you  nave  to  build  a  very  much  larger  vessel  to  get  the 
relative  power  to  drive  her  at  the  relative  increased  speed  that  is  de- 
sirable so  as  to  get  quickly  to  the  enemy  that  comes  in  sight,  or  quickly 
away  from  the  enemy,  and  quickly  from  one  base  of  operations 
to  another  base  of  operations? — A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  So  that  the  question  of  tonnage  is  merely  the  speed  and  effi- 
ciency to  be  developed  in  the  craft,  isn't  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.Now,  what  is  the  Government  paying  its  money  for?  Is  it 
paying  it  for  tonnage  or  for  speed  afloat  and  awash,  submerged  and 
ill  various  conditions  under  which  the  craft  is  expected  to  operate? — 
A.  It  would  have  to  take  into  consideration  all  of  these  things. 

Q.  But  if  the  object  was  not  to  set  speed,  but  the  object  was  way 
beyond  that — to  discharge  a  torpedo  at  a  critical  moment — then  the 
matter  of  speed  would  be  subordinate  to  all  those  things,  wouldn't 
it  ?  Now,  tnen,  what  would  be  a  fair  basis  of  test  and  comparison 
between  the  boats  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the  Lake  Boat 
Company?  Would  it  be  a  matter  of  tonnage  or  a  matter  of  effi- 
ciency?— A.  Well,  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  you  on  that  point.  ^ 

Q.  Of  course  you  do. .  You  have  read  eveiything  on  this  subject 
generally.  Have  you  read  the  Lake  boat  contract  made  in  Feb- 
ruary?— A.  I  have  not. 
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Q.  Have  you  read  the  Electric  boat  contract  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Made  in  November? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  both  printed  in  these  hearings,  and  are  you  aware  of 
the  fact  that  these  printed  contracts  made  by  the  same  Navy  Depart- 
ment, within  sixty  days  of  each  other,  contain  within  themselves  on 
their  face  every  smgle  cardinal  point  to  be  built  for  or  be  built  up  to 
in  these  two  boats? — A.  I  have  not  seen  the  contracts. 

Q.  It  is  in  your  power  to  read.  It  is  in  the  record,  and  if  you  had 
read  it  you  could  not  have  avoided  the  conclusion  that  the  Navy  De- 
partment had  undertaken  to  get  efficiency  and  that  tonnage  was  not 
the  basis  of  comparison. — A.  I  think  the  Navy  Department  believe 
they  have  got  to  get  tonnage  to  get  efficiency  and  speed. 

Q.  Do  you  adhere  to  the  proposition  that  the  difference  between  the 
Lake  bids  and  the  Electric  Boat  Company  bids  are  a  difference  of 
$320  or  any  other  sum  between  the  two? — A.  I  have  not  figured  that 
out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  who  has  figured  it  out  on  this  basis: 
The  Lake  Company  proposes  to  build  ten  boats  without  refer- 
ence to  tonnage,  but  aggregating  so  many  horsepower  of  sur- 
face speed,  so  many  hoi-sepower  of  submerged  speed,  so  many 
minutes  for  transformation  from  the  above-surface  situation  to 
the  below-surface  situation,  so  many  feet,  rods,  or  inches  in  which 
the  ship  can  be  turned  after  that,  and  if  a  comparison  of  that  sort 
were  made  and  the  figures  were  accurately  made,  and  it  showed  that 
the  Lake  turns  one  knot  in  excess  or  one  knot  less  than  the  Electric 
boat  turns,  would  it  afford  any  ar^ment  in  the  sense  you  have  used 
it? — A.  I  am  not  going  to  agree  with  you  that  tonnage  does  not  affect 
the  price. 

Q.  Precisely.  Just  as  you  would  not  agree  with  me  that  the  shell 
of  it  would  not  affect  a  hickory  nut,  and  nobody  has  ever  been  hick- 
ory-nut hunting  that  did  not  have  in  mind  that  there  was  enough  of 
kernel  inside  the  shell  to  make  it  profitable.  And  I  am  not  saying  it 
does  not  affect  the  price ;  but  I  am  saying  it  is  the  very  least  part  of 
the  consideration.  It  is  the  least  expensive  part  of  the  construction. 
Do  you  differ  with  me? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  I  differ  in  this  respect,  that  I  think  that  either  boat 
requires  more  expensive  and  more  powerful  machinery  on  a  500-ton 
boat  than  on  a  350-ton  boat;  they  have  not  only  to  make  the  hull 
larger,  but  everything  else  larger,  and  stronger,  in  about  the  same 
proportion,  and  it  would  not  affect  the  price  per  ton  to  any  great 
extent.    That  is  my  idea. 

Q.  How  do  you  get  at  it  that  the  larger  boat  requires  more  mate- 
rial and  heavier  machinery? — A.  The  purpose  is  to  drive  it  faster, 
at  a  higher  rate  of  speed,  and  that  requires  additional  strength  and 
power. 

Q.  And  this  is  a  more  expensive  boat  than  a  boat  of  less  power  ?— 
A.  It  costs  more  to  build,  of  course. 

Q.  We  can  not  differ  about  that,  I  think;  we  will  pass  on  over 
that  and  get  to  this  analysis  of  it.  No  excessive  profit  resting  on  that, 
then  there  is  no  incentive  for' this  company  to  seek  to  corrupt,  nor 
the  Lake  Company  nor  any  other  company  to  seek  to  corrupt?— 
A.  If  there  is  no  excessive  profit. 

Q.  But  whether  there  is  excessive  profit  is  more  readily  and  easily 
and  accurately  determined  by  persons  having  a  knowledge  of  the 


HEARINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION  ^288.  1607 

subject  of  building  and  the  cost  of  building  these  things  than  a 
man  in  your  position  and  mind,  who  never  even  has  made  a  calcula- 
tion on  somebody  else's  data.  Do  you  agree  with  that?^ — ^A.  I  will 
agree  that  from  my  knowledge  of  you  you  would  buy  them  cheaper 
than  either  have  been  bought  by  the  Government. 

Q.  That  is  on  your  theory  that  a  good,  shrewd  business  man  would 
make  a  better  bargain  than  the  Na^'y  Department  has  made.  That 
is  your  proposition,  isn't  it  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  But  you  have  set  yourself  up  to  criticise  the  Navy  Department 
and  inferentially  to  say  that  they  lacked  shrewd  business  judgment, 
haven't  you? — A.  That  was  all  brought  out  in  my  testimony  the 
other  day. 

Q.  You  do  not  mind  repeating  it  now,  if  it  is  good  ?  They  lacked 
business  judgment,  you  say? — A.  I  think  they  made  very  poor  bar- 
gains in  letting  these  large  submarines. 

Q.  You  need  not  be  tenderf ooted  about  this :  I  am  absolutely  ia- 
diffepent  of  any  opinion  you  have  of  the  Navy  Department.  Any 
opinion  you  have  of  the  Navy  Department  has  no  part  in  this  case. — 
A-  I  assume  it  has  not. 

Q.  So  that  you  may  answer  the  q^uestion,  if  that  is  your  judgment, 
if  they  lacked  that  shrewd  business  judgment  that  would  enable  them 
to  make  a  better,  closer  trade  for  the  United  States  ? — A.  That  they 
lacked  open  competition. 

Q.  We  will  come  to  that.  I  am  fflad  you  reminded  me  of  it.  Isn't 
it  true  that  you  charg^e  that  they  Tacked  this  shrewd  business  judg- 
ment, and  charge  it  without  a  knowledge  of  the  subject-matter  actu- 
ally acquired,  or  even  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  that  could  be  ffot  by 
the  exercise  of  your  brains  in  making  calculations  ? — A.  No ;  I  do  not 
agree  with  that.    Those  are  your  words.    Thev  are  not  mine. 

Q.  Then  I  will  get  the  words  out  of  you.  What  do  you  know  about 
buildinff  a  submarine  boat? — A.  I  have  had  no  experience. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  cost  of  building  submarine 
boats  ? — A.  From  the  testimony  that  has  been  given  from  day  to  day 
by  expert  men  who  do  know. 

*  Q.  Is  there  a  single  instance  in  which  that  express  testimony  has 
been  applied  concretely  to  any  given,  named  boat? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  have  you  made  any  calculation  based  on  data  furnished 
by  any  of  those  experts? — A.  No,  sir;  but  I  believe 

Q.  Then  how  are  you  in  a  position  to  know? — A.  I  believe  these 
boats  can  be  built  for  even  less  than  Bowles's  figures. 

Q.  I  know  you  believe  very  much  as  a  man  entertains  his  belief  in 
his  Maker.  I  want  to  know,  now,  when  you  reduce  it  to  the  element 
of  what  your  knowledge  is  based  on  ? — A.  I  have  told  you  what  my 
knowledge  is  based  on  a  number  of  times. 

Q.  It  IS  ignorance  on  this  subject? — A.  On  the  testimony  of  emi- 
nent men,  practical  men,  and  men  of  good  business  ability, 

Q.  Do  you  think  by  a  close A.  I  would  rather  have  Bowles's  tes- 
timony than  a  good  many  others,  because 

Q.  What  would  you  say  of  the  judgment  of  a  man  that  would  send 
a  man  to  look  after  a  certain  piece  of  real  estate  that  he  had  an  idea 
of  buying,  and  that  man  came  back  and  said  that  this  is  too  cheap  or 
too  expensive,  either  way,  and  the  fact  turned  out  to  be  that  he  had 
never  seen  the  piece  of  real  estate  and  had  never  inquired  about  the 
value  of  the  property  or  the  property  around  it,  and  had  never  ap- 
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plied  any  intelligence  to  ascertain  the  facts  on  which  that  opinion 
should  be  based  ? — A.  That  is  not  a  fair  comparison. 

Q.  Point  out  the  unfairness  of  it. — A.  It  is  not  a  fair  proposition. 

Q.  Point  it  out. — ^A.  I  simply  stand  on  the  testimony  of  Melville, 
Bowles,  O'Neil,  and  Lake,  that  he  is  ready  to  take  a  contract  to  build 
seven  boats  exactly  like  the  Octopus^  equal  to  it  in  efficiency,  of  the 
same  size,  at  $745  a  ton,  and  if  he  can  do  it,  if  he  wants  to  do  that 
he  is  not  going  to  do  it  without  he  is  going  to  make  a  profit  on  it. 

Q.  That  is  relying  on  the  opinion  of  the  person  you  have  named  ?— 
A.  When  a  man  stands  ready  to  take  a  contract  it  is  pretty  good 
evidence. 

Q.  That  is  relying  on  the  opinion  of  the  person  you  have  named! — 
A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  not  an  opinion  of  your  own? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  no  judgment  of  your  own? — A.  I  make  up  my  judgment 
and  opinion  from  the  tevStimony  of  these  people. 

Q.  In  this  case  it  is  not  a  question  of  making  up  your  mind;  it 
is  more  the  adoption  of  somebody  else's,  isn't  it? — ^A.  Well,  I  form 
my  opinion  from 

Q.  Call  it  what  you  please ;  it  is  perfectly  immaterial.  You  base 
it  on  what  these  men  have  said. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q. .  If  Lake  said  that  price  was  a  fair  price,  what  would  you  think 
if  I  said  it  was  not  true?     If  Admiral  Bowles  said  that  the  price 

Eer  ton  that  he  testified  to  in  1902  he  has  discovered  to  be  an  insuf- 
cient  and  inadequate  price  in  view  of  his  actual  experience  in  con- 
struction, what  would  you  say? — A.  I  do  not  care  to  answer  that 
question.  Admiral  Bowles  is  in  an  entirely  different  position  now 
than  he  was  then. 

Q.  Wait  a  minute.  The  question  is  hypothetical.  Now,  will  you 
insist  that  Admiral  Bowles,  because  he  has  gone  into  the  business 
of  building  these  boats,  is  less  credible,  less  worthy  of  belief,  than 
when  he  was  in  the  business  of  buving  these  boats? — X.  I  should 
prefer  to  have  had  his  opinion  when  he  was  buying  boats. 

Q.  If  he  was  still  in  the  business  of  buying  lx>ats? — A.  I  would 
rather  have  it  if  he  was  still  buying  boats.  He  could  not  help  but 
be  prejudiced  when  he  is  selling  his  own  boats.  He  will  get  all  that 
he  can,  of  course. 

Q.  But  if  Admiral  Bowles  says  that  he  has  derived  information, 
he  has  gotten  information,  the  result  of  experience  in  actual  con- 
struction, that  convinces  him  that  his  testimony  in  the  absence  of 
this  experience  was  not  correct,  would  you  say  that  his  character 
was  therefore  less  by  his  change  of  occupation? — ^A.  I  would  prefer 
to  see  how  he  made  up  his  figures  as  to  the  costs. 

Q.  WTiat  about  Lake?  You  have  quoted  him  on  one  side  of  this 
question,  now  about  the  other. — A.  What  Lake  ? 

Q.  Simon  Lake. — A.  What  is  the  other  side? 

Q.  Simon  Lake  said  this  was  not  an  exorbitant  and  extreme  and 
unusual  price. — A.  No ;  I  would  rather  see  his  figures. 

Q.  What  about  Flint,  who  sold  boats  for  Lake  in  Europe,  and 
testified  that  this  Government  was  not  paying  any  materially  different 
price  than  the  European  governments  were  paying? — A.  These  men 
are  all  making  boats  to  sell,  and  I  do  not  think  their  testimony  is  of 
any  value.  It  would  not  be  to  me  if  I  was  a  buyer.  They  are  people 
that  are  making  boats  to  sell,  and  they  are  going  to  try  all  sorts  of 
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costs  in  their  boats  that  you  and  I  might  not  agree  upon  if  we  saw 
the  figures.  I  would  not  place  much  reliance  on  testimony  of  that 
character  without  knowing  how  they  made  up  those  figures. 

Q.  Now,  then,  Admiral  Capps  has  not  yet  gotten  into  the  business 
of  making  them  to  sell.  He  is,  up  to  the  present  time,  enga^d  in  the 
business  of  estimating  the  cost  and  value,  on  the  buying  side  of  the 
Government.    If  he  says  that  no  such  excessive  profits  as  you  have 

named  or  anything  that  approaches  it  was  made ^A.  I  do  not  think 

he  is  in  a  position  to  know,  not  having  built  any.  Personally,  I 
should  like  to  see  the  Government  build  a  few,  then  they  would  Imow 
about  what  they  cost.  I  do  not  think  that  Capps  is  in  any  position 
to  give  expert  testimony  on  their  cost,  unless  he  has  had  some  experi- 
ence in  knowing  what  they  do  cost  beside  buying  them. 

Q.  It  does  result,  then,  that  you  do  know  that  Capps  does  not  know, 

and  it  results  that  you  do  not  know A.  Those  are  not  my  words. 

I  do  not  wish  to  make  that  statement. 

Q.  I  will  not  trouble  you  about  that.  I  will  take  it  all  out  of  the 
record  if  you  want.  The  clear  inference  is  that  you  do  know  that 
Capps  does  not  know  what  the  fair  price  for  submarines  is;  you  do 
know  that  Bowles  is  not  ^ood  authority  for  the  price  of  submarines, 
when  he  has  built  submarines,  and  was  good  authority  for  the  price 
of  submarines  when  he  had  never  built  a  submarine? — ^A.  He  made 
figures  when  he  was  here  before,  and  I  would  like  to  see  him  make 
the  figures  now. 

Q.  Well,  Capps  has  made  the  figures.  If  you  do  not  believe  any- 
thing but  figures,  why  don't  you  do  more  oi  your  own  figuring? — 
A.  I  would  not  attempt  to  keep  my  own  books.  I  could  not  do  very 
much  business  if  I  had  to  do  all  my  own  figuring. 

Q.  Oh,  well,  you  are  mistaken  about  what  it  takes  to  do  business. 
You  have  been  influenced  very  largely  by  the  opinions  of  others,  ac- 
cording to  your  testimony,  in  these  matters. — A.  I  think  all  people 
are  influenced  by  the  opinions  of  others. 

Q.  You  have  been  very  decided A.  I  have  not  been  living  on  a 

desert,  island  all  alone. 

Q.  You  have  shown  by  the  choice  which  you  have  made,  by  the 
sources  of  information,  as  to  whether  you  would  be  influenced  by  them 
or  not.    Do  you  know  Senator  Bulkeley? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Senator  Brandegee? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  them  on  the  subject-matter  of  this  inves- 
tigation ? — ^A.  I  do  not  recall  having  any  talk  with  either  one  of  them. 

Q.  Was  not  Senator  Brandegee  your  predecessor  on  the  Naval 
Affairs  Committee  ? — A.  I  mean  since  I  introduced  the  resolution. 

Q.  And  he  represents  Connecticut  in  the  Senate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  He  is  a  ^ood  business  man  ? — A.  Well,  he  is  not  what  you  would 
class  as  a  business  man ;  he  is  a  lawyer. 

Q.  Has  he  got  any  sense  ? — A.  I  think  he  is  a  very  bright  man. 

Q.  You  do? — A.  I  do.  I  think  all  lawyers  are  bright  men,  but 
they  are  not  all  good  business  men. 


Has  he  got  any  business  sense  ? — A.  I  don't  think- 


Q.  Could  he  make  a  good  nutmeg  trade? — A.  He  is  not  in  active 
business. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  his  business  capacity? — A.  I  do  not 
care  to  express  an  opinion  of  Brandegee's  business  capacity. 
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Q.  Would  you  take  his  opinion  as  influencing  your  own? — ^A.  It 
would  depend  on  what  it  would  be  on. 

Q.  On  submarines. — A.  On  the  cost? 

Q.  Cost;  utility. — A.  He  might  have  some  influence  with  me  iu 
the  gathering  of  opinions  from  all  sources. 

Q.  You  served  in  the  same  capacity,  on  the  same  committee,  from 
the  same  State,  representing  the  same  interests? — A.  I  do  not  think 
Senator  Brandegee  served  quite  as  loner. 

Q.  He  may  have  served  more  diligently,  and  that  may  have  made 
up  the  time. — A.  He  undoubtedly  may  have. 

Q.  You  never  discussed  it  with  him? — ^A.  Not  this  investigation. 

Q.  You  have  never  taken  his  advice? — A.  On  this  investigation* 

Q.  On  this  investigation. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  Senator  Bulkeley? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  represents  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  the  Senate  ? — A.  Ye:s 
sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  business  man  ? — A.  A  splendid  man. 

Q.  A  splendid  business  man  ? — A.  A  splendid  all-round  man. 

Q.  What  is  his  profession? — A.  Well,  he  is  a  business  man. 

Q.  That  delights  your  heart,  I  don't  doubt.  Now,  about  sub- 
marines ;  have  you  consulted  with  him  about  that  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Doesn't  he  vote  on  this  subject  in  the  Senate? — A.  He  does. 

Q.  How  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.     I  have  not  been  there. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  heard. 

Q.  You  have  not  inquired? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  follow  the  submarine  question  and  talk  to  the  other 
chamber? — A.  I  have  been  pretty  busy  here  for  a  couple  of  days. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  this  immediate  week,  but  do  you  not  look  out  for 
the  Electric  Company  over  at  the  Senate? — A.  No;  not  at  all. 

Q.  You  do  not  nunt  them  over  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  see  no  sign  of  them  over  there  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  tracks  are  on  the  Senate? — A.  I  don't  bother  about  the 
Senate. 

Q.  No  tracks  about  it  ? — A.  I  presume  there  might  be  tracks  there, 

Q.  Have,  you  looked  to  s^e  ? — A.  I  never  have  been  over  to  the 
Senate  on  the  submarine  business. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  rumors  that  came  from  over  toward  the 
Senate  ?  You  have  a  good  ear  for  rumors  ?  Do  you  hear  any  rumors 
from  over  at  the  Senate  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  Senator  Bulkeley  would  like  to  know  what 
a  good  trade  or  a  good  fair  price  the  submarines  were  if  you  let  it  in 
the  room? — A.  I  do  not  thinlc  Senator  Bulkeley  has  ever  given  it  any 
study. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  votes  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  If  you  would  undertake  to  talk  to  Senator  Bulkeley,  what  infor- 
mation could  you  give  him  about  your  study  of  submarines,  as  a  busi- 
ness man  ? — A.  I  could  give  him  what  the  reports  and  figures 

Q.  But  you  never  read  them. — A.  Oh,  yes;  I  have. 

Q.  I  thought  you  had  limited  them  to  the  extent  at  which  vou  had 
read  them  this  morning.  But  you  think  well  of  him? — A.  Oh,  yes; 
he  is  a  splendid  man. 

Q.  An  honest  man? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Where  did  you  find  him  ?  What  kind  of  a  light  did  you  have 
wlien  you  found  liiiu  ? — A.  I  think  that  a  ver}'  great  majority  of 
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people  are  honest.  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  you  gathered  any  such 
opinion  from  anything  I  have  said." 

Q.  Now,  Senator  Bulkeley  and  Senator  Brandegee  and  yourself — 
or  leave  yourself  out  of  it — ^went  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
asked  the  Secretaiy  to  give  a  square  deal  to  these  people? — A.They 
went  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  about?— A.  To  ask  that  the  Lake  people 
be  given  a  chance  to  figure  on  a  part  of  the  boats. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  i — A.  One  boat. 

Q.  At  what  price? — A.  Four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  I  re- 
member it. 

Q.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  wasn't  it? — A.  As  I 
understood  the  conversation — I  didn't  take  any  part  in  the  conversa- 
tion— I  understand  the  extra  amount  over  that  was  allowed  on  ac- 
count of  the  interest  charged  for  the  money — that  they  did  not  ad- 
vance any  money  for  twenty-seven  months,  as  I  understood  it,  and 
some  allowance  was  made  for  that. 

Q.  How  much? — A.  I  do  not  know  the  figures. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  Senator  Bulkelev's  acute  business  instincts 
had  anvthing  to  do  with  getting  that  allowance  for  interest  in?— 
A.  Xo.'^ 

Q.  You  call  that  a  good,  sharp  trade? — A.  Nothing  of  that  kind 
was  talked  at  the  time  I  was  there.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was 
there  at  any  other  time  or  not. 

Q.  That  was  good,  sharp  business,  wasn't  it? — A.  I  think  the  price 
on  that  boat  was  a  fairer  price  than  any  they  have  ever  bought,  but 
still  I  think  they  ought  to  have  bought  it  for  less  money. 

Q.  You  keep  getting  into  trouble  about  the  prices  of  boats. — A.  I 
am  saying 

Q.  I  know  that,  but  the  Government  does  not  usually  pay  interest 
on  claims,  does  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  this  case  this  arrangement  or  agi'eement A.  I  have 

nothing  to  do  with  the  agreement. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  Senator  Bulkeley.  I  am  talking  about  what 
a  shrewd,  successful  business  man  could  do. — A.  Ought  you  not  to 
get  Senator  Bulkeley  to  testify  to  this? 

Q.  It  is  not  necessary'.  You  can  tell  me  what  vou  think  of  the 
business  shrewdness  of  the  trade  that  resulted. — A.  1  do  not  think  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  contract. 

Q.  But  he  had  to  do  with  bringing  about  the  agreement  of  the  two 
minds  that  resulted  in  the  contract  that  somebody  else  put  in  iOriri. — 
A.  I  think  he  had  as  much  to  do  with  getting  the  opportunity  for 
the  Lake  people  to  figure  as  anyone. 

Q.  Are  you  personally  aware  of  what  his  efforts  were  in  that  direc- 
tion ? — A.  I  only  met  him  there  once. 

Q.  You  met  him  there  once.  Do  you  know,  from  hearsay  even, 
what  else  he  did  or  where  else  he  went? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  With  a  view  to  making  that  contract? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have 
never  talked  to  him  about  it. 

Q.  You  are  convinced  that  his  contract  was  a  cheaper  one  for  the 
Government  than  any  contract,  or  the  present  contract  that  they 
had  with  the  Electric  people? — A.  Yes.  If  they  had  been  buving 
it  in  the  ordinary  way,  paying  for  it  in  the  ordinary  way,  I  think 
this  was  altogether  too  much. 
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Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  highest  price  of  the  Electric 
boat  and  this  boat? — A.  The  highest  price  in  this  last  contract! 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Electric  boat  was  ten  nundred  and  fifty-nine. 

Q.  Price  per  boat? — ^A.  I  can  only  give  you  tonnage  prices. 

Q.  Can  you  not  give  me  tonnage  prices  of  these  two  boats? — A. 
My  understanding  is  that  the  Electric  boat  is  $1,059  and  that  the 
other  boat  is  $900,  but  in  that  is  figured  an  allowance  of  not  putting 
up  any  money. 

Q.  Nine  hundred  dollars  even  ? — A.  It  is  a  500-ton  boat  at  $450,- 
000, 1  think.  There  was  some  twenty-five  or  fifty  thousand  dollars 
allowed  for  interest. 

Q.  Now,  then,  are  you  prepared  to  tell  us  how  many  more  horse- 

gower  this  $900  a  ton  boat  is  than  the  $1,059  boat  oi  the  Electric 
►oat  Company? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  tell  us  how  much  more  surface  speed?— 
A.  No,  sir;  I  Imow  nothing  at  all  about  the.  contract. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  more  torpedo  tubes,  how  many 
more  torpedoes  could  be  simultaneously  discharged  from  the  L^ke 
boat? — A.  I  know  nothing  about  the  contracts  of  either  boats. 

Q.  Knew  nothing  about  the  qualities  of ^A.  Of  either  boat 

Q.  Therefore,  you  knew  nothing  about  the  points  or  qualities?— 
A.  I  know  the  quality  of  this  one  boat  has  got  to  be  equal  to  or  excel 
any  other  that  the  Government  owns  or  has  contracted  for. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  gross  difference 
is  about  $90,000? — ^A.  It  is  in  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  Now,  then,  don't  you  know,  in  addition  to  that,  that  the  dif- 
ference in  maximum  speed  between  the  two  boats  is  a  knot  and  a 
half?— A.  About  that. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  other  difference  between  the  two 
boats A.  What  page  is  that  on,  please? 

Q.  Three  hundred  and  forty-nine.  That  the  fuel  endurance  dif- 
ference is  ten  hours  ? — A.  It  is  all  down  here ;  I  have  seen  this  table 
before,  but  I  could  not  carry  it  in  mv  mind. 

Q.  Will  you  please  tell  us  what  tlie  difference  or  maximum  guar- 
anty between  the  two  boats  is? — A.  It  tells  right  here. 

Q.  The  maximum  guaranty  for  the  Electric  boat  is  13  knots  sur- 
face speed,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  maximum  for  the  Lake  is  12^? — A.  No;  14. 

Q.  A  difference  of  1  knot  in  favor  of  the  Lake? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  maximum  fuel  endurance  of  the  Electric  is  sixty  hours  and 
the  maximum  fuel  endurance  for  the  Lake  is  seventy  hours,  a  dif- 
ference of  ten  houses;  submerged  speed.  Electric,  9^  knots;  sub- 
merged speed,  Lake,  9^  knots;  submerged  three  hours  speed  of  the 
Electric,  8  knots ;  the  same  time  for  the  Lake,  8  knots ;  time  to  sub- 
merge from  full  speed  on  surface  to  full  speed  submerged,  for  Elec- 
tric six  minutes,  for  the  Lake  six  minutes :  reversing  screw,  for  the 
Electric  ten  seconds,  for  the  Lake  ten  seconds:  metacentric  height 
submerged,  for  the  Electric  IS  inches,  for  the  Lake  15  inches.  So 
that  for  1  knot  speed  and  ten  hours  in  fuel  endurance  the  Govern- 
ment is  paying  $90,000  more  than  it  paid  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany?— A.  Why,  that  is  not  a  fair  question. 

Q.  It  is  not? — A.  AVliy,  you  may  say,  draw  a  comparison  that  a 
man  could  buy  a  one-story  house  for  $5,000  and  a  three-story  marble 
palace  would  cost  him  $100,000,  and  compare  them. 
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Q,  Your  mind  works  better  than  that;  I  have  seen  it  do  it. — A. 
There  is  no  comparison  between  the  two  boats,  except  one  is  a  larger 
boat  and  has  more  machinery,  I  assume. 

Q.  Now,  let  us  see.  It  takes  more  machinery  to  do  what — ^to 
make  1  more  knot  of  speed  ? — A.  It  takes  more  machinery  to  propel 
the  lareer  boat. 

Q.  T^^  get  1  more  knot  of  speed  out  of  it,  is  that  what  the  larger 
machinery  does? — A.  You  have  got  more  weight  to  propel. 

Q.  Pr^isely  so. — A.  And  you  have  got  to  go  a  knot  faster. 

Q.  And  with  every  additional  knot  you  have  got  a  progressive 
increased  cost  of  construction,  have  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  have  got  $90,000  difference?— A.  Why,  other  coun- 
tries have  gone  on  to  the  500  and  800  ton  submarines,  and  I  assume 
that  this  country  is  going  to  do  it,  and  I  do  not  think  we  will  build 
any  more  under  500  tons. 

Q.  That  is  not  answering  my  question.  We  are  going  on  to  it  as 
rapidly  as  we  can,  but  apart  from  the  mere  matter  of  tonnage,  which 
is  the  basis  on  which  you  make  this  comparison,  I  submit  it  to  your 
candor  when  the  basis  of  comparison  is  put  on  the  efficiency  or  the 
boat,  whether  the  Lake  boat  is  the  cheaper  one  when  the  difference 
is  $^,000  and  the  only  actual  difference  in  achievement  is  1  knot  of 
surface  speed,  not  submerged  speed,  but  1  knot  surface  speed,  and  ten 
hours  of  endurance,  which  means  that  the  capacity  of  the  storage  bat- 
teries because  of  the  larger  boat  could  be  increased  in  weight,  that 
the  tanks  carrying  her  gasoline  could  be  increased  in  number  at  cer- 
tain times  when  she  was  working  under  gasoline  engines,  when  she 
was  awash — that  is  all  you  have  got? — A.  That  same  thing  would 
apply  to  a  battle  ship.  'Why  build  a  20,000-ton  battle  ship  when  a 
10,000-ton  battle  ship  will  go  as  fast? 

Q.  Now  you  are  shifting  to  another  proposition  that  I  would  not 
mind  to  discuss  with  a  member  of  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  who 
attends  as  regularly  as  you  do  if  we  had  more  time  and  on  another 
occasion.  But  you  have  stated  that  this  last  contract  was  cheaper  to 
the  United  States  Grovernment  than  the  Electric  contracts  made  sixty 
days  before,  and  I  want  to  see  if  we  can  get  it  down  to  an  unmistaka- 
ble fact  that  if  the  Government  is  buying  results,  if  the  Government 
has  not  paid  more  for  the  boat  than  it  has  paid  for  the  Electric  boat. — 
A.  The  Government  might  buv  a  smaller  house 

Q.  We  do  not  need  to  mix  tlie  metaphor  of  a  house  when  you  have 
the  boat. — A.  I  am  not  going  to  agree  with  you  on  that  proposition, 
because  foreign  countries  are  building  500  and  800  ton  submarines 
and  we  have  come  to  the  500-ton  submarine. 

Q.  What  has  that  got  to  do  with  this  question?  This  is  taken 
from  that  contract. — A.  It  necessarily  follows  that  a  500-ton  boat — 
for  that  is  the  type  that  has  been  taken  up  by  other  countries,  es- 
pecially England,  that  is  so  progressive;  the  tendency  is  to  increase 
the  tonnage. 

Q.  What  has  that  got  to  do  with  this  specific  contract?  I  ask  you 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  new  Lake  boat  guarantees  at  its  maximum 
anything  but  the  things  we  have  gone  over,  1  additional  knot  of  speed 
on  tiie  surface  ? — A.  1  agree  with  you  on  the  knots  it  guarantees. 

Q.  That  that  is  the  oiuy  difference  between  it  and  the  other? — A.  I 
won't  say  that  is  the  only  difference  Ijetween  the  boats. 
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Q.  That  is  the  only  diflference  put  down? — A.  That  is  the  only 
difference  put  down. 

Q.  And  for  that  the  Government  pays  $90,000.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  that  1  knot  of  speed  ? — A.  And  the  larger  boat. 

Q.  Now,  then,  do  you  still  adhere  to  the  proposition  that  that  is 
the  cheaper  boat? — A.  Yes;  I  think  so. 

Q.  In  the  face  of  those  facts? — A.  I  still  adhere  to  the  proposition 
that  the  general  cost  must  be  based  on  tonnage. 

Q.  If  you  have  got  that  in  your  head  you  are  perfectly  consistent. 
I  won't  contend  with  you  any  longer;  a  man  w^o  honestly  entertains 
that  conviction  can  not  conceive  the  proposition  I  have  been  trying  to 
discuss. — A.  I  can  not  see  tiiat  the  smaller  house  costs  as  muclT  as  the 
bigger  one. 

Q.  But  you  said  another  thing;  you  said  that  this  last  Lake  con- 
tract was  made  on  better  terms  witn  the  Government  because  it  was 
a  contract  under  competition,  did  you  not? — ^A.  Why,  the  competition 
was  removed  so  far  as  this  one  boat  was  concerned. 

Q.  What  did  vou  mean  by  that  ? — A.  After  the  Attorney-General's 
opinion  was  rendered  it  left  the  market  open. 

Q.  Was  there  any  competition  as  to  this  boat? — A.  I  do  not  know; 
the  Government  probably  was  satisfied  with  the  price. 

Q.  Did  you  and  Senator  Bulkelev  and  Senator  Brandegee  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Connecticut  delegation  go  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  ask  for  competition  or  ask  for  a  contract? — A.  1  did  not 
ask  for  anything. 

Q.  You  ought  not  to  have  gone  there ;  you  simply  confuse  the  sit- 
uation. We  will  leave  you  out,  where  you  wanted  to  be.  When  your 
colleagues  went  there  were  they  asking  for  competition  or  asking  for 
a  contract? — A.  They  were  asking  the  Secretary  to  use  his  discretion 
under  the  ruling  of  the  Attorney-General. 

Q.  In  their  favor? — A.  To  giVe  the  Lake  people  a  chance  to  figure 
on  one  boat. 

Q.  They  did  not  have  to  get  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  figure? — A.  Perhaps  the  Secretary  of  the  ifsivy  would  not 
want  to  do  business  with  them. 

Q.  Of  course  he  did  not;  he  had  no  authority,  as  he  conceived  it, 
to  do  business  with  them.  Don't  you  misstate*  it  when  you  say  he 
asked  the  Secretary  for  permission  to  figure?  State  it  like  you 
know  it  was. — A.  They  went  there  to  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
undoubtedly  in  the  interests  of  their  constituent. 

Q.  How;  specif}\ — A.  To  give  them  a  chance  to  figure  on  one 
boat. 

Q.  What  do  mean  by  a  chance  to  figure  on  one  boat? — ^A.  I 
mean  a  chance  to  get  a  contract ;  it  means  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Of  course  it  does;  why  did  you  not  say  it  when  we  first  asked 
about  it? — A.  It  was  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Then  there  ought  not  to  be  so  much  trouble  about  saying  it. 
They  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  give  them  a  contract  out  of  the  reserve  portion  of  that 
appropriation? — A.  They  went  there,  as  I  understand,  to  see  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  about  the  proposition  of  giving  the  Lake 
people  a  contract  for  one  boat. 

Q.  The  part  of  that  appropriation  that  had  not  been  allotted  to 
the  Electric  Boat  people;  that  is  right,  is  it  not? — A.  I  understand 
it  so. 
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Q.  Now,  then,  what  competition  was  there  and  what' competition 
could  there  be  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  considering  mak- 
ing this  contract  for  the  Lake  boat  ? — A.  The  price  had  to  be  satis- 
factory to  him,  or  they  could  not  have  gotten  the  contract. 

Q.  The  price  had  to  be  satisfactory  to  tliem;  satisfactory  to 
whom? — A.  The  Secretary. 

Q.  The  SecretaiT  of  the  Navy?  How  was  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  concerned,  or  could  they  be!  concerned,  in  any  bid  they 
were  permitted  to  inake  to  affect  that  price? — A.  I  think  that  if 
they  had  put  in  a  bid  to  build  a  500-ton  boat  exactly  on  the  specifi- 
cations that  the  Lake  people  put  in  their  bid  at  a  less  price,  that 
they  would  have  been  considered. 

Q.  Were  they  permitted  to  do  it,  or  were  they  invited  to  do  it? — 
A.  If  they  had  done  it,  they  undoubtedly  would  have  gotten  the 
contract. 

Q.  Aren't  you  undertaking  to  talk  as  if  you  were  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy? — A.  I  am  talkmg  about  the  way  it  looks  to  me  from  a 
business  standpoint. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  about  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  office  much 
at  that. time;  yet  you  are  saying  what  could  have  been  done  if  they 
had  done  so  and  so? — A.  They  were  not  in  a  position,  of  course,  to 
make  a  very  low  price,  after  having  gotten  a  contract  before  for 
$1,059. 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  felt  when  they  applied  for  all  of  this  appropriation  that  they 
had  gotten  all  that  he  could  give  them  or  would  give  them? — A.  I  do 
not  know  that. 

Q.  Don't  vou  know  that  they  applied  for  the  whole  of  the  appro- 
priation ? — ^A.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Then  you  have  dealt  somewhat  with  rumors  in  your  life.  Did 
you  know  it  as  a  matter  of  rumor? — ^A.  I  have  heard  it  stated  so 
here,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  Didn't  Neff  tell  it  to  you  when  he  went  to  your  town,  to 
Waterbury,  to  see  you  and  get  you  to  send  that  telegram? — A.  I 
don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  When  you  sent  that  letter  that  you  wrote,  didn't  you  know  it, 
that  it  was  the  understanding  that  the  Electric  Boat  (Jompany  was 
offered  the  bulk  of  this  provision? — A.  There  wasn't  any  talk  about 
that  that  I  recall. 

Q.  Let  us  get  away  from  that;  let  us  get  down  to  facts.  Don't 
you  Imow,  as  a  Member  of  Congress  and  as  a  man  of  intelligence, 
that  some  time  in  the  fall,  in  November  or  December,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  had  allotted  as  much  of  the  appropriation  to  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  as  it  was  his  intention  to  let  it  have;  don't 
you  know  that? — A.  I  don't  know  what  his  intentions  were  at  all, 
Mr.  Howard. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  when  you  were  asked  to  go  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment you  were  asked  to  go  there  to  apply  for  the  remainder  of  that 
appropriation,  amounting  to  approximately  half  a  million  dollars  ? — 
A.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  I  knew  what  the  Secretary's  inten- 
tions were. 

Q.  Let  us  leave  that  out ;  let  us  go  back  to  your  intentions.  Don't 
you  know  that  you  went  there  for  that  purpose? — A.  I  knew  that 
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I  went  with  the  Connecticut  delegation  for  the  purpose,  as  I  under- 
stood, of  asking  the  Secretary  to  give  the  Lake  people  a  chance  to 
contract  for  one  boat,  provided  the  terms  were  satisfactory. 

Q.  To  the  Navy  Department? — A.  To  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  And  that  was  done,  was  it  not? — ^A.  I  suppose  it  was. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  it  was? — ^A.  I  have  never  seen  the  contract. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  You  have  just  been  reading  it  over. 

A.  The  contract? 

Q.  Yes.  Here  is  the  contract  printed ;  both  of  them  are  in  there 
for  your  benefit.  Don't  you  know  it  as  well  as  any  facts  that  you 
have  spoken  about  in  this  investigation ?— A.  No;  however,  that  I 
know  from  a  third  party. 

Q.  Do  you  count  me  a  third  party? — A.  The  Secretary  has  never 
told  me,  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  ever  started  on  any  contract 

Q.  You  do  not  believe  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  ever 
started  to  build  any. 

Q.  Don't  encourage  any  doubts  on  any  subject  connected  with 
this  investigation  because  the  bulk  of  your  case  is  one  of  doubt,  and 
it  will  not  do  for  you  to  become  too  doubtful,  but  let  us  go  back  to 
the  fact;  you  do  know  that  you  went  there  and  asked  lor  a  part 
of  the  appropriation  without  competition. — A.  I  have  explained  that, 
Mr.  Howard. 

Q.  Didn't  you  get  the  contract  without  competition? — A.  I  don't 
know;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  contract;  I  don't  know  whether 
the  other  people  put  m  a  proposition  to  build  a  500-tori  boat  or  not. 

Q.  Don^t  you  Know  that  they  were  refused  an  opportunity  to  bid 
for  the  remainder  of  that  appropriation? — ^A.  I  know  we  did  not 
get  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  they  asked  for  it? — A.  They  asked  for  it, 
undoubtedly. 

Q.  Don't  vou  know  your  calculation  as  to  the  profits  they  would 
receive  was  based  on  the  proposition  that  they  would  get  all  of  it  ? — 
A.  No,  sir;  based  on  the  supposition  of  the  part  they  got. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that.  Now,  then,  answer  this:  Was  the  Lake 
boat  contract  made  with  or  without  competition,  on  your  oath,  as 
you  understand  the  facts  in  this  investigation  ? — A.  Competition  was 
open  to  them.  Whether  the  other  people  were  asked  to  put  in  a  price 
on  that  kind  of  a  boat  is  a  thing  that  I  did  not  know,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  they  did ;  but  the  competition  was  there. 

Q.  What  competition  was  that? — A.  There  was  another  company 
building  boats  that  was  not  shut  out  by  any  law. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  competition,  in  view  of  the  facts  that  sur- 
rounded this  contract. — A.  I  had  not  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the 
contract. 

Q.  You  have  already  answered  that  the  other  seven  boats  were  con- 
tracted for.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  don't  you  know  that  when  you 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Connecticut  delegation  and  the  Senators 
went  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  got  this  decision  through  the 
Attorney-General  they  insisted  that  a  part  of  this  appropriation 
should  be  given  in  the  contract  to  the  Lake  people? — A.  There  was 
no  insistence  at  all ;  no  one  insisted. 

Q.  What  did  they  do? — A.  Senator  Bulkeley  did  the  talking.  I 
do  not  remember  the  conversation.  I  think  that  he  asked  them  to  give 
them  a  chance  to  build  one  boat.     There  was  some  talk  about  a  con- 
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tract;  that  the  contract  had  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  the  price. 

Q.  Now,  then,  was  the  price  agreed  on  at  the  first  time  ? — A.  I  do 
not  think  the  price  was  agreed  upon. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  proposed  one  price 
in  the  Navy  Department  and  they  beat  it  down  to  another  price? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  on  this  one  boat. 

Q.  On  the  one  Lake  boat? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  know? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  Could  you  not  know  ?  Have  you  not  talked  repeatedly  during 
this  investigation  what  a  just  bargain  the  Government  had  made  with 
the  Lake  people  and  the  bad  bargains  it  had  made  with  the  other  peo- 
ple, and  -did  you  not  know  the  facts  about  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  recall  talk- 
mg  about  it  repeatedly,  except  to  answer  questions.  I  am  not  going 
to  agree  with  you,  Mr.  Howard,  in  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  these 
boats,  or  on  the  fact  that  a  360-ton  boat  is  as  good  as  a  500-ton  boat 
and  worth  as  much  to  the  Government. 

Q.  You  entirely  misunderstand  me  if  you  think  that  I  want  you 
to  agree  with  me.  That  is  a  matter  of  no  concern.— -A.  I  am  testi- 
fying to  my  opinion. 

Q.  That  is  not  a  question  of  anything  on  earth  but  the  simple  facts 
that  surround  the  making  of  that  Lake  boat  contract;  was  there  or 
was  there  not  competition? — A.  There  could  be  competition. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  was  there  any  competition  ? — A.  The  com- 
petition was  open  to  the  Department:  there  was  no  law  that  pre- 
vented it. 

Q.  You  went  there  to  shut  it  off  by  getting  the  Department  to  ex- 
ercise its  discretion? — A.  I  did  not  go  there  to  shut  off  competition. 

Q.  Conceding  that  you  did  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was  there  any 
competition  in  the  letting  of  that  boat;  did  not  the  Lake  Company 
bid  against  the  Navy  Department  singly  and  alone? — ^A.  That  does 
not  remove  the  fact  that  there  was  opportunity  for  competition  if  the 
Navy  Department  wanted  to  exercise  it. 

Q.  No;  you  had  foreclosed  that;  you  had  shut  the  door  by  your 
political  influence,  which  you  brought  to  bear  in  force. — A.  I  do  not 
agree  to  that;  I  do  not  subscribe  to  that. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  Asked  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  give 
the  Lake  people  a  chance  on  that  one  boat. 

Q.  Well,  why  didn't  they  get  a  Waterbury  policeman  instead  of  a 
Connecticut  Congressman  to  do  it?  Now,  why? — A.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  fair  question,  Mr.  Howard. 

Q.  You  have  just  stated  you  could  not  agree  that  any  political 
influence  vou  exerted  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Navy  Department; 
then,  if  tfiere  was  no  element  of  political  influence A.  Mr.  How- 
ard, you  are  using  words  which  you  say  that  I  have  just  said.  I  do 
not  think  you  are  using  my  language. 

Q.  I  hope  I  am  not. — A.  You  are  making  these  statements. 

Q.  I  am  trying  to  get  you  to  make  some. — A.  I  am  not  going  to 
make  your  statements;  I  am  going  to  make  my  own,  and  make  the 
staloment  just  exactly  as  I  believe. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  make  it  in  accordance  with  what  you  recall  the 
facts  to  be.-— A.  That  is  what  I  have  tried  time  and  time  again. 

Q.  You  insist,  in  face  of  the  facts,  that  the  Lake  boat  contract 
was  made  under  competition? — A.  I  have  said  that  there  was  no  law 
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at  that  time,  that  the  Attorney-General  having  rendered  his  decision, 
that  shut  out  competition  to  them  if  they  had  wanted  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it. 

Q.  Who? — ^A.  The  Navy  Department;  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Q.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shut  out  competition  ? — A.  I  did  not 
say  that. 

Q.  What  you  did  say  means  that. — A.  I  do  not  think  I  can  repeat 
it  any  clearer  than  I  did  in  my  last  answer. 

Q.  Try  it;  I  will  try  to  give  you  the  best  attention  that  I  can.— 
A.  At  that  time  it  was"  open  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

Q.  That  is  a  metaphor. — ^A.  There  was  nothing  in  the  law,  as  I 
understand  it,  after  the  decision  of  the  Attorney-General,  that  pre- 
vented the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  dealing  with  both  companies 
or  any  third  company,  for  that  matter,  for  this  odd  boat. 

Q,  I  will  agree  with  that.  Now,  then,  will  you  agree  with  the 
further  fact  that  after  that  law  was  decided  to  be  sucn  as  you  have 
stated  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  awarded  seven  boats  to  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  and  one  boat  to  the  Lake  Boat  Company,  and 
made  each  of  those  two  contracts  without  competition,  one  against 
the  other? — A.  I  have  said  that  competition  was  available  in  this  last 
boat,  if  he  did  not  exercise  it 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  if  you  will  be  candid  enough  to  so  state  the 
facts  to  say,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  competition  was  not  availed 
of? — A.  Certainly;  I  will  agree  to  that;  I  agreed  to  that  at  the  start. 

Q.  Then,  you  will  agree  that  this  Lake  contract  was  made  without 
competition  in  fact;  not  as  a  matter  of  law,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it 
was  made  without  competition  ? — A.  Yes ;  but  competition  was  avail- 
able. 

Q.  Exactly:  just  as  the  moisture  is  in  the  clouds,  but  there  is  no 
rain  just  at  that  moment.  Now,  that  beinff  true,  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  price  the  Government  agreed  to  pay  for  a  Lake  boat,  whatever 
it  was,  was  free  from  the  influence  of  competition,  of  actual  com- 
petition?— A.  No;  I  think  they  drove  a  very  much  sharper  bargain 
with  the  Lake  i)eople.  In  other  words,  I  believe  the  Lake  people 
had  to  make  a  very  favorable  price  even  to  get  that  one  boat. 

Q.  I  thought  you  did  not  know  anything  about  that  contract?— A. 
Why,  we  have  been  reading  it  over  right  here. 

Q.  I  thought  you  had  not  listened  to  it? — A.  I  knew  the  price  per 
ton;  I  told  you  that  at  the  start. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  they  made  a  much  more  favorable  con- 
tract?— A.  Because  the  other  people  got  $1,059  a  ton  and  these  people 
less  than  $900.  • 

Q.  Their  first  price  was  over  that? — A.  Probably;  I  don't  know 
about  that. 

Q.  Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  they 
dropped  down  to  $450,000,  and  $25,000  of  that  was  an  allowance  for 
interest, — A.  I  think  they  could  have  dropped  down  a  good  deal 
below  that,  probably. 

Q.  Did  the  Connecticut  delegation  urge  that  that  could  be  done?— 
A.  Senator  Bulkeley  did  the  talking;  we  were  only  there  less  than 
five  minutes. 

Q.  He  is  a  good  business  man  ? — A.  There  was  no  urging. 

Q.  He  asked  it,  requested  it? — A.  Yes;  Senator  Bulkeley  did. 

Q.  Requested  ? — A.  Requested  it. 
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Q.  And  he  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  do  what  he.  as 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  was  willing  to  stand  up  for,  as  a  fair 
and  reasonable  thing  to  do,  did  he  not? — A.  Please  put  that  again. 

Q.  Senator  Bulkeley  in  asking  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  award 
this  contract  to  the  Lake  Boat  Company  fot'  this  boat  at  the  price 
named,  at  the  price  agreed  on,  or  what  was  a  fair  price,  was  a  rea- 
sonable thing  for  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  to  do? — ^A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  Then,  was  it  a  fair  and  reasonable  thing  for  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress of  the  same  State? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Then,  if  this  was  a  fair  and  reasonable  price  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  the  Government  for  the  Lake  boat  under  these  conditions,  then 
you  agree  that  it  was  a  fair  and  reasonable  thing  to  do? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley,  I  have  just  a  few  questions  to  ask.  You  stated  in 
answer  to  one  of  Mr.  Howard's  questions  that  you  did  not  do  the 
figuring  on  the  cost  of  submarine  boats  yourself? — A.  Not  to  any 
extent. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  had  somebody  else  to  do  the  figuring? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  have  curiosity  to  know  who  that  was? — A.  Mr.  Webster,  I 
think. 

Q.  You  mentioned  a  Yale  student  or  Yale  graduate;  that  is  Mr. 
Webster  ? — A.  Yes ;  he  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Was  he  the  same  Yale  ^aduate  who  sent  the  forged  letter  to 
Mr.  Edinborough,  signed  Smith? — A.  Yes,  sir;  if  you  call  that  a 
forged  letter ;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  signed  somebody  else's  name  to  it.  Was  that  the  same 
Yale  graduate  who  signed  your  name  to  the  letter  to  Mr.  Goff ,  which 
you  have  since  been  called  upon  to  repudiate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Woidd  you  prefer  to  have  his  figure  of  the  cost  of  submarine 
torpedo  boats  rather  than  that  of  AcEniral  Capps? — ^A.  That  does 
not  make  any  difference  who  figures  that,  as  long  as  they  have  got  the 
data  there.  You  might  just  as  well  ask  me  if  I  would  prefer  to  have 
Admiral  Capps  as  my  bill  clerk  at  Waterbury  as  to  have  a  10-year-old 
boy,  if  they  could  do  the  work. 

Q.  Did  you  make  your  judgments  on  the  prices  and  costs  of  sub- 
marines upon  Mr.  Simon  Lake's  testimony  to  any  extent? — A.  Ad- 
miral Bowles,  Admiral  O'Neil,  Admiral  Melville,  and  Mr.  Simon 
Lake  was  the  basis.  Those  first  three,  without  Lake,  was  the  basis 
of  my  figuring  the  cost. 

Q.  Would  Simon  Lake's  testimony  have  any  weight  with  you  at 
all  on  that  question? — A.  He  testified  that  he  would  build  seven  boats 
at  $745  a  ton.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  build  them  at 
$645  if  they  got  a  chance. 

Q.  Did  he  not  at  the  same  time  give  the  impression  that  he  would 
lose  money  on  it  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  give  me  that  impression. 

Q.  Didn't  he  say  he  would  lose  money  on  it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  said 
a  half  loaf  was  better  than  no  bread. 

Q.  So  he  considered  that  would  be  a  half  loaf? — ^A.  A  man  might 
say  that  if  he  was  getting  two  prices. 
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Q.  You  said  you  would  not  take  Admiral  Bowles's  testimonj  now 
because  he  is  making  and  selling  boats? — A.  I  would  rather  see  his 
figures  now  when  he  is  building  Doats  for  the  Grovemment. 

Q.  In  other  words,  you  would  not  place  so  much  reliance  upon  the 
figures  of  a  man  who  was  making  and  selling  boats,  who  was  making 
boats  and  selling  them,  or  trying  to  sell  them? — ^A.  If  he  is  an  inter- 
ested party.    If  ne  is  not  an  interested  party,  why,  I  would. 

Q.  A  man  who  is  making  boats  and  selling  them  is  always  an  inter- 
ested party. — A.  Making  tiiem  and  selling  them  to  the  Grovemment. 

Q.  {Selling  them  to  anybody. — ^A.  He  has  an  interest  in  getting  the 
highest  amount  of  money  that  he  can  get. 

Q.  Then  you  would  look  with  disfavor  or  incredulity  upon  the  fig- 
ures of  a  man  who  is  making  and  selling  boats? — ^A.  I  would  rather 
have  disinterested  testimony,  Mr.  Olmsted,  in  any  matter  of  values. 

Q.  Now,  then,  you  have  testified  you  were  unwilling  to  accept 
Admiral  Capps's  testimony  because  he  never  made  any  Ix)ats. — A.  I 
have  not  said  whether  I  was  willing  to  accept  it  or -not  accept  it.  As 
I  remember,  I  have  said  this,  that  i  thought  that  he  paid  too  much 
for  the  boats. 

Q.  Your  reason  for  not  accepting  his  statement  when  he  said  here 

he  thought  they  made  a  very  small  profit  on  the  Electric  boat A. 

I  think  ne  is  mistaken. 

Q.  Did  you  not  give  as  a  reason  for  being  mistaken  that  he  never 
had  made  any  boats?  You  said  that  in  answer  to  one  of  Mr. 
Howard's  questions;  do  you  not  recall  that? — ^A.  I  will  take  your 
word  for  it. 

Q.  You  need  not  take  my  word  for  it ;  it  is  in  the  record.  What  I 
want  to  get  at  is  whose  testimony  we  are  to  take ;  if  we  can  not  take 
the  testimony  of  a  man  who  makes  the  boats  or  those  who  never  made 
boats  because  they  never  made  any,  how  on  earth  would  we  know 
what  a  reasonable  price  was? — A.  I  would  suggest  it  would  be  a  good 
plan  to  take  a  set  of  these  plans  to  Cramp  and  the  Newport  iron 
Works — — 

Q.  Must  we  then  exclude  the  testimony  of  everybody  except  Mr. 
Webster  as  to  what  it  would  cost  to  make  a  submarine  boat? — ^A.  I 
do  not  think  that  is  a  fair  question. 

Q.  Whether  you  meant  it  or  not,  you  did  say  you  were  not  willing 
to  accept  Admiral  Bowles's  last  testmiony,  because  he  was  engaged  in 
the  business  of  making  boats. — ^A.  He  is  an  interested  party. 

Q.  Of  course  he  is ;  everybody  that  makes  boats  is  interested.  You 
were  not  willing  to  accept  Admiral  Capp's  judgment  because  he  had 
never  made  a  boat? — ^A.  I  would  not  accept  any  man's  prices  that 
wanted  to  sell  me  goods. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  you  would  have  to  pay  him  his  price. — 
A.  I  would  not  accept  any  man's  statement  on  the  price  of  real  estate 
or  that  a  house  cost  him  so  much  money  that  he  was  trying  to  sell, 
and  I  would  rather  have  some  disinterested  party  appraise  it. 

Q.  Suppose  Admiral  Bowles  made  a  stat^ent  unaer  oath  that  the 
boats  or  property  he  was  trying  to  sell  you  cost  a  certain  amount  of 
money?  Would  you  doubt  him  then? — ^A.  I  should  want  to  see  his 
figures,  Mr.  Olmsted. 

Q.  If  Admiral  Capps  said  a  certain  thing  as  to  the  cost  of  sub- 
marines, you  would  not  be  willing  to  accept  his  figures  because  he 
never  made  any? — ^A.  I  would  beheve' Admiral  Capps  was  sincere. 


HEABINGS  ON  HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288.  1621 

Q-  But  you  would  not  accept  his  figures  because  he  never  made  sub- 
marines; that  is  what  you  testified?  I  am  just  trying  to  see  where 
we  are  left  on  the  question  of  determining  cost? — ^A.  1  do  not  think 
I  said  it  in  just  that  way. 

Q.  When  you  went  with  the  other  members  of  the  Connecticut  dele- 
gation to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  reference  to  this  contract,  did 
you  object  to  the  price  paid  or  to  bie  paid  to  the  Lake  Boat  Company 
for  their  contract? — A.  I  did  not  take  any  part,  as  I  remember  it,  in 
the  conversation. 

Q.  I  am  trying  to  find  out,  did  you  take  any  part  in  the  way  of 
objecting  to  the  price  the  Lake  Boat  Company  asked? — A.  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  price  argument  there.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
indicated  a  willingness  to  deal  with  the  Lake  people  on  the  contract. 

Q.  Well,  now,  then,  when  he  indicated  that  did  you  say  to  him  that 
you  thought  that  the  price  ought  not  to  exceed  $745.45  a  ton? — A.  I 
did  not  say  so;  no.    I  was  not  asked  to  give  any  advice. 

Q.  No;  but  you  say  a  good  many  things  without  being  asked  when 
you  are  looking  after  thmgs  for  the  Government.  The  Connecticut 
Senator,  being,  as  you  have  said,  an  able  and  honest  man,  one  of  them 
having  served  on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  being  presum- 
ably familiar  with  those  matters,  and  the  other,  as  you  statea,  as  be- 
ing a  splendid  business  man,  why  did  you  not  consult  with  them  be- 
fore introducing  your  resolution? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  consult  very 
much  with  people  about  what  I  am  going  to  do;  I  do  not  care  to 
bother  them. 

Q.  Did  you  consult  with  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  either  of  them? — ^A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  talk  with  them  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  say  anything  about  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  they  to  you  f— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  would  not  open  competition,  as  you  call  it,  re- 
sult in  giving  the  contracts  for  the  boats  to  the  lowest  and  best  bid- 
ders?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  jrou  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  asking  him 
to  divide  the  business,  that  did  not  mean  open  competition,  did  it? 
A.  Well,  that  is  what  I  meant;  I  think  it  says  something  in  there 
about  open  competition. 

Q.  You  asked  him  to  divide  the  business  and  give  the  Lake  Boat 
Company  a  part  of  the  contract? — A.  I  wanted  them  to  have  a  chance 
to  make  figures. 

Q.  Just  to  make  figures.  You  wanted  them  to  have  a  contract. — 
A.  I  said  a  while  ago  to  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  best  goods,  and  that 
is  the  only  thing  that  I  am  contending  for. 

Q.  When  you  let  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder,  they  do  not 
divide  the  business;  that  gives  it  all  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder. — 
A.  Will  you  please  read  the  letter? 

Q.  I  have  read  the  letter. — ^A.  I  do  not  think  it  says  divide  the 
business. 

Q.  It  does  say  divide  the  business.  I  have  read  it  a  few  minutes 
ago. — A.  Will  you  let  me  see  it,  please? 

Q.  Here  is  the  language  of  a  good  business  man,  I  will  give  you 
credit  for  that.  I  am  not  going  to  dwell  upon  the  letter,  but  this  is 
the  concluding  paragraph :  "  I  sincerely  hope  that  before  awarding 
the  contract  you  will  examine  not  only  the  reports  of  the  seagoing 
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tests,  but  also  the  plans  and  specifications  submitted  by  the  Lake 
Company,  and  that  you  will  see  your  way  clear  to  divide  the  busi- 
ness.     Now,  does  divide  the  business  mean  open  competition  ? — ^A.  If 


he  sent  out  bids  for  the  eight  boats- 

Q.  You  did  not  ask  him  to  send  out  bids  for  the  eight  boats; 
seven  boats  had  already  been  let;  there  was  only  one  more  contract 
to  be  let. — A.  If  there  was  only  one  more  contract  to  be  let  for  a  boat ; 
I  can  not  see  how  that  applies. 

Q.  The  only  way  he  could  divide  the  business  was  to  give  the  con- 
tract to  the  Lake  Company? — A.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  did  not  ask  him  to 
give  it  to  them  on  anything  but  a  fair  bafeis. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  anytningabout  the  basis,  did  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  in  your  letter  to  the  Department  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lilley,  when  you  speak  of  open  competition  all  the 
way  through  have  vou  not  meant  something  a  little  different  from 
what  that  term  might  be  construed  to  mean  ?  Now,  open  competition 
would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  user  of  the  phrase  meant  that 
there  should  be  open  and  free  competition  for  all  boats  and  the  low- 
est and  best  bidder  to  get  all  the  contracts. — A.  That  is  my  idea. 

Q.  Another  idea  that  I  have  gathered  from  some  part  of  your  tes- 
timony was  that  you  thought  it  was  better  to  have  two  companies  in 
existence,  otherwise,  if  it  were  only  one,  and  the  one  were  driven  out 
and  did  not  get  anvthing,  the  other  one  might  eventually  get  a  mo- 
nopoly.— A.  My  idea  would  be  to  have  as  many  companies  as 
possible. 

Q.  If.  the  lowest  bidder  got  all  the  contracts  the  other  company 
would  be  out  of  business.  I  simply  wanted  to  know  if  I  understood 
you  some  days  ago  when  you  were  on  the  stand  for  open  competition 
you  meant  that  there  should  be  more  than  one  company  and  as  the 
result  of  competition  possibly  the  contract  should  be  given  to  the 
other  company. — A.  I  think  it  is  pretty  plain  to  encourage  compe- 
tition would  not  limit  it  to  one  company. 

Q.  The  more  the  merrier,  of  course.  But  what  you  mean  by  open 
competition  is  that  the  contract  should  be  let  to  the  lowest  and  best 
bidoer  ? — A.  Yes.    Give  everyone  a  chance  to  bid. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  testimony  to  Mr.  Howard  and  Mr. 
Olmsted  that  there  was  competition  at  the  time  that  Lake  contract 
was  let? — A.  There  was  some  money  unexpended. 

Q.  There  was  a  chance  to  bid  at  that  time  under  the  law. — ^A.  I 
understand  so. 

Q.  Then  why  did  you  swear  before  us  in  your  testimony  of  March 
9  the  following :  "  I  also  submit  as  one  of  the  facts  influencing  me  to 
introduce  my  resolution  that  in  my  judgment  under  special  and  ex- 
clusive legislation  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor 
had  already  received  from  the  United  States  an  excessive  profit  of 
more  than  $1,000,000,"  when  there  was  no  such  thing  as  special  and 
exclusive  legislation  ? — A.  Oh,  yes;  there  had  been.  Seven  boats  were 
let  under  it. 

Q.  Was  there  at  that  time  special  and  exclusive  legislation? — A. 
There  was  always  attempt  to  make  legislation  special  and  exclusive. 

Q.  Was  thei-e  any  such  thing  at  that  time  as  special  and  exclusive 
]egi<Jlation?— A.  At  what  time? 


HEABINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1628 

Q.  The  time  this  contract  was  let,  and  at  the  time  this  testimony 
was  given. — ^A.  At  the  time  the  contract  for  a  submarine  boat  was 
let  they  had  not  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  and  I  under- 
stand that  no  one  else  could  figure. 

Q.  The  law  was  just  the  same? — A.  The  law  was  the  same. 

Q.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  no  such  thing  as  special  and 
exclusive  legislation? — A.  It  was  intended  to  be  special  and  ex- 
clusive. 

Q.  You  said  that  there  was  special  and  exclusive  legislation.  Now, 
was  that  true? — A.  By  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney -General,  after- 
wards rendered,  that  statement  would  be  correct. 

Q.  If  that  is  true  that  there  is  no  such  special  and  exclusive  legis- 
lation after  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  was  rendered,  in 
August,  why  did  you  swear  that  there  was  in  March  following? — 
A.  What  do  yqu  mean  by  following? 

Q.  That  is  March  ? — A.  It  had  been  passed  by  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee— exclusive  legislation. 

Q.  That  statement  had  no  reference  to  special  legislation;  it  had 
reference  to  past  legislation. — A.  Well,  I  thmk  it  was  intended  to  be 
exclusive  legislation,  and  that  it  was  exclusive  legislation  until  the 
Attorney-General  rendered  his  opinion. 

Q.  You  know  very  well  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  does 
not  make  the  law,  do  you  not?  It  is  the  act  of  Congress  that  makes 
the  law,  you  know  that? — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  The  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  did  not  change  the  law, 
you  know  that? — A.  Well,  yes. 

Q.  It  is  only  the  construction  of  the  law  already  in  existence? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  the  law  was  not  changed  after  the  4th  day  of  March 
last,  or  has  not  been  changed  since  that;  you  know  that? — A.  I  know 
it  was  the  general  impression. 

Q.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  it;  you  know  the  law  has  not  been 
changed  since  the  4th  of  March  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  why,  after  you  had  done  as  you  have  indicated  you  have 
in  your  testimony  with  Mr.  Howard  and  Mr.  Olmsted,  why  did  you 
swear  after  claiming  that  there  was  competition,  why  did  you  swear 
that  there  was  a  condition  as  exclusive  and  special  legislation? — A. 
Well,  the  special  legislation  was  exclusive  and  special  enough,  and 
there  seemed  to  have  been  more  attorneys  present  that  think  the  At- 
torney-General was  wrong  than  think  he  was  right,  so  that  I  do  not 
think  that  the  law  has  been  changed  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General. 

Q.  You  know,  as  you  stated  to  Mr.  Howard,  that  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  exclusive  legislation,  and  there  was  competition,  so  that 
the  Lake  Boat  Company  did  get  the  business,  don't  you. — A.  No;  I 
thought  that  the  law  was  exclusive. 

Q.  Then  why  did  you  ask  that  the  Secretary  should  violate  the  law 
and  make  a  contract^ — A.  I  had  not  finished  my  sentence.  I  thought 
that  the  law  was  exclusive  until  after  the  Attorney-General  had  ren- 
dered his  opinion,  and  since  I  have  come  before  these  hearings  here 
I  do  not  taiow  whether  his  opinion  was  correct  or  not.  Senator 
Thurston  says  it  was. 

The  Chairman.  There  are  three  questions  I  want  to  ask  you,  Mr. 
Lilley.     They  have  no  relation  to  this  matter  of  figures  we  have  just 


1624  HEARIKGS  ON  HOUSE  RESOLUTION  288. 

been  talking  about.  I  wrote  them  out  with  some  care  because  they 
relate  to  matters  that  you  have  testified  to  at  previous  times  as  we 
have  been  conducting  the  investigation.  My  only  thought  in  put- 
ting the  questions  into  this  form  is  that  perhaps  the  answers  to  the 
questions  would  help  to  clarify  the  situation  a  little  and  possibly 
point  out  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have,  other  witnesses  here,  as 
the  time  is  coming  now  when  we  must  send  for  the  other  witnesses 
that  we  want  or  for  such  books  and  documents  as  we  want  I  will 
read  the  questions  slowly  and  you  will  see  that  they  do  refer  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  your  testimony.  If  you  will  kindly  take  full  time 
in  answering  them  and  if  they  harmonize  with  tJhe  actual  facts  in 
the  case,  ana  if  they  do  not  harmonize  with  what  you  testified  be- 
fore, or  your  recollection  of  it,  of  course  you  will  be  given  ample 
opportunity  to  modify  it,  anything  that  you  have  statedbefore. 

First,  if  the  submarine  proposition  in  the  naval  bill  of  this  year 
has  met  with  your  approval  so  that  it  would  have  appeared  that  the 
supposed  influence  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would  not  stifle 
the  amount  of  full,  free  competition  in  submarines,  would  you  have 
introduced  your  resolution  No.  255  ? 

A.  I  think  I  have  testified  that  that  was  the  final  straw  or  the 
culmination  of  my  introducing  the  resolution. 

The  Chairman.  I  very  much  wish  that  you  could  answer  these 
three  questions  by  "  yes  "  or  "  no,"  because  you  will  see  the  full  bear- 
ing of  them  and  their  connections  with  what  you  have  already  testi- 
fi^  about.  If  the  naval  bill  of  this  year  had  contained  a  proposi- 
tion for  full,  free,  and  open  competition,  which  met  with  your  full 
and  hearty  approval,  would  you  have  introduced  resolution  No.  255  ? 

(Answer  to  the  previous  question  was  read  to  the  witness.) 

A.  I  can  not  give  you  any  better  answer  than  that.  I  can  not  say 
what  I  would  have  done  because  I  do  not  know  what  I  would  have 
done,  but  I  know  that  that  had  much  to  do  with  it ;  it  was  the  final 
act  that  led  up  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  I  may  say,  Mr.  Lilley,  that  there  will  be  absolutely 
no  attempt  on  my  part  at  any  cross-examination  in  this  matter.  I  am 
very  confident  that  your  attorney.  Senator  Brown,  if  he  has  read  all 
the  testimony,  will  see  the  full  bearing  of  these  questions. 
.  Mr.  Brown.  I  consider  the  question  very  fair.  Whether  it  can  be 
answered  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  simply  to  be  answered  upon  full  and  calm 
reflection  on  your  part,  and  calling  to  your  mind  particularly  what 
you  have  already  testified  in  a  general  way  bearing  on  this  subject. 

If  the  bill  had  been  in  the  shape  that  met  with  your  absolute  and 
hearty  approval,  this  final  straw  being  absent,  would  you  have  intro- 
duced House  resolution  255? 

A.  No  man  knows  what  he  would  have  done  until  he  is  confronted 
with  the  proposition.  I  think  the  6hances  are  I  would  not.  I  think 
that  was  the  last  straw,  as  I  have  testified. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  glad  you  have  answered  in  that  way,  because 
you  will  see  its  relation  to  the  question  that  comes.  You  do  think 
now  that  you  would  not  have  introduced  it  if  the  naval  bill 

A.  I  think  that  the  chances  are 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  strongest  that  you  wish  to  put  it?  I 
wish  you  would  take  ample  time  to  consult  with  your  attorney  in 
reference  to  it  if  you  have  any  doubt  about  the  form  in  which  you 
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should  put  your  answer.  What  is  your  best  opmion  as  to  whether  you 
would  or  would  not  have  introduced  that  resolution  if  the  naval  bill 
had  contained  a  submarine  provision  which  met  with  your  full  and 
hearty  approval,  and  provided  for  full,  free  competition,  thereby  indi- 
cating that  the  influence  of  this  company  in  stining  such  competition 
was  at  an  end  or  did  not  prevail  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  I  would  have  introduced  it. 

The  Chairman.  Then  I  will  ask  you  the  second  question.  Did  you 
not  express  orally  or  in  writing  the  opinion  on  more  than  one  occasion 
before  you  introduced  your  resolution  255  that  if  the  naval  bill  could 
be  amended  so  that  it  would  provide  for  full,  free,  and  open  competi- 
tion on  submarines  you  would  not  think  it  necessary  or  wise  to  intro- 
duce your  resolution  for  an  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany f    I  do  not  care  to  know  how  many. 

Mr.  Brown.  May  I  ask  that  the  witness  take  your  question  and  look 
at  it? 

The  Chairman.  As  I  say,  take  full  time  for  this,  but  it  is  written 
out  hurriedly,  so  that  it  could  not  be  read.  I  will  reread  it.  Did  you 
not  express  orally  in  writing  the  opinion  on  more  than  one  occasion 
before  you  introduced  your  resolution  255  that  if  the  naval  bill  could 
be  amended  so  that  it  would  provide  for  full,  free,  and  open  competi- 
tion on  submarines  you  would  not  think  it  necessary  or  wise  to  in- 
troduce the  resolution  for  an  investigation  of  submarines  ? 

A.  Not  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  on  one  occasion? 

A.  Substantially:  I  think  I  did. 

The  Chairman.  1  wish  you  would  advise  him  to  make  it  as  clear 
and  specific  as  he  can. 

Mr.  Brown.  The  chairman  does  not  desire  you  to  go  into  details. 

The  CjiAiRMAN.  No ;  absolutely  none. 

Mr.  Brown.  The  chairman  asks  you  whether  it  was  exactly  so, 
whether  you  can  sayyes  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  What  I  want  substantially  did  not  modify  your 
opinion.    Did  you  or  not  say  substantially  this? 

A.  I  might  have  mentioned  substantially  that  statement  to  one  or 
two  persons. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  ? 

A.  I  can  not  recall  positively,  Mr.  Boutell. 

The  Chairman.  I  wish  you  would  be  positive,  then,  as  to  your  best 
judgment. 

A.  I  think  I  made  the  statement  substantially. 

The  Chairman.  Three.  Did  you  not  on  more  than  one  occasion 
after  the  introduction  of  your  resolution  No.  255  express  the  opinion 
orally  or  in  writing  that  if  the  naval  bill  could  still  oe  amended  so  as 
to  provide  for  full,  free,  and  open  competition  for  submarines,  so  as 
to  meet  your  full  and  hearty  approval  it  would  be  wiser,  if  possible, 
not  to  proceed  under  House  resolution  255  ? 

A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  recall  any  statement  of  that  kind:  not  after 
the  resolution  was  in. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  are  you  positive  about  that? 

A.  I  do  not  recall  after  the  resolution  was  in. 

The  Chairman.  Your  only  statement  was  before  you  introduced 
the  resolution? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  That  if  it  were  in  that  shape  you  would  not  have  introduced 
it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  would  like  to  have,  not  to-night,  but  to-morrow, 
the  production  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Goflf  to  you,  and  your  reply 
alluded  to.  Also  your  letters  to  Mr.  Lathrop,  also  all  letters  to  or 
from  you  or  to  any  person  in  any  way  connected  with  any  Connecticut 
newspapers  since  February  1,  1908.  Also  the  notebooks  which  Mr. 
Webster  testified  to,  which  you  said  you  would  produce;  also  the 
stenographic  book  of  the  stenographer.  Also  all  letters  from  IVfr. 
Lilley  to  any  and  all  persons  referring  to  the  House,  its  officers,  or 
this  committee  relating  to  this  investigation  or  the  proposed  resolution 
of  investigation  since  February  1,  1908.  All  letters  and  copies  of 
letters.  These  of  course  to  be  examined  in  executive  session  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Brown.  Will  the  chairman  allow  me  one  word,  as  I  may  pos- 
sibly be  called  upon  to  advise  my  client  in  reference  to  these  matters. 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

Mr.  Brown.  Yesterday  afternoon,  as  I  understood  the  situation, 
the  committee  asked  Mr.  Lilley  if  he  would  be  willing  to  produce  his 
letter  book  in  which  were  copied  letters  that  had  l^n  sent  to  any 
parties  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  the  committee  carrying  on  this 
investigation.  As  I  understood  the  situation  at  that  time,  it  was 
simply  an  invitation  to  him  to  produce  the  copy  book  containing  such 
letters,  and  with  my  advice,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  have  stated  very 
briefly  to  the  committee,  he  answered  the  particular  question  put  to 
him  by  saying  that  in  substance  he  was  imwilling,  although  the  par- 
ticular words  used  were  "  I  object."  That  is,  he  received  an  invita- 
tion, not  an  order  from  the  committee,  an  invitation  from  the  com- 
mittee to  produce  such  a  book,  and  he  announced  his  unwillingness. 
That,  as  I  understand,  is  the  present  situation,  and  the  answer  was 
dictated  to  meet'  a  certain  question  propounded  by  the  committee. 
Now,  if  the  committee  should  desire  to  make  a  ruling,  not  an  order, 
in  connection  with  the  production  by  Mr.  Lilley  of  copies  of  any 
letters  that  he  has  sent  to  any  person,  in  order  that  I  might  advise 
him  intelligently  as  to  his  legal  duty  in  the  premises,  it  does  seem  that 
the  committee  ought  to  frame  its  order,  if  it  ever  makes  one,  so  that 
it  will  appear  what  purpose  the  committee  wants  the  letters  for. 
That  would  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  any  advice  I  should  have 
to  give  him.  I  think  you  would  not  suspect  that  I  would  want  to 
advise  him  to  disobey  an  act  of  Congress  or  to  refuse  to  comply  with 
such  powers  as  you  have  imder  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
that  belongs  to  the  House  and  delegated  to  you  as  a  committee  of 
the  House,  and  I  can  not  advise  his  rights  unless  I  know  the  purpose 
you  want  the  correspondence  for,  because  that  is  the  very  basis  as  to 
whether  he  should  or  should  not  comply  with  the  order.  And  I  hope 
still  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  push  the  matter  to  the  extreme, 
where  there  will  be  a  conflict  between  the  assumed  power  of  the 
committee,  on  the  one  side,  to  make  an  order,  and  the  assumed  right, 
on  the  other  side,  to  refuse  compliance.  I  hope  we  shall  not  get  to 
that  extreme.  When  the  order  comes,  if  it  is  made,  I  should  like  to 
be  heard  by  this  committee  after  I  know  the  purpose. 

The  Chairman.  If  it  comes  to  the  point  of  a  declination  in  general 
terms  then,  of  course,  the  committee  will  make  a  carefully  prepared 
demand  for  the  books,  substantially  in  the  legal  effect  of  a  subpoena 
duces  tecum.     I  may  say  that  Mr.  Lilley,  of  course,  is  the  last  person 
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in  the  world  upon  whom  we  expect  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  any 
order  compelling  him  to  do  anything.  Mr.  Lilley  is  a  Member  of 
OTir  body  and  interested,  as  we  are,  in  the  protection  of  the  honor  and 
integrity  of  the  House,  and  it  certainly  would  be  with  great  regret 
that  this  committee  would  feel  that  any  evidence  which  it  was  neces- 
sary for  us  to  examine  in  executive  session  that  was  in  his  possession 
coiQd  not  be  had.  If  it  should  become  necessary  to  make  a  formal 
demand  the  committee  will  make  that  carefully  in  writing,  stating 
the  reasons  for  it  and  the  grounds  for  which  we  wish  to  examine  the 
particular  book. 

Mr.  Bbown.  That  is  what  I  would  like. 

The  CHAIR3CAN.  That  is  a  rough  memorandum.  It  ma^  serve  just 
for  the  purpose,  perhaps,  and  the  stenographer  may  write  it  out  from 
that. 

Mr.  Brown.  If  you  desire  it,  gentlemen,  the  Goff  letter,  the  original 
letter  from  Goflf  to  Mr.  Lilley,  and  the  copy  of  the  reply  can  be  pro- 
duced to-night.    Mr.  Lilley  did  not  wish  it  to  get  into  the  newspapers. 

The  Chairman.  All  books  and  papers  will  be  examined  in  execu- 
tive session  and  none  of  them  will  be  made  public  unless  there  is  some 
reason  why  they  should  be  spread  upon  the  record. 

TESUHONY  OF  T.  £.  SPEKCES. 

T.  E.  Spencer,  being  first  duly  sworn,  upon  being  examined,  tes- 
tified as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 

Q.  Where  is  your  place  of  residence,  Mr.  Spencer? — ^A.  Wash- 
ington. 

Q.  Is  that  your  voting  place? — A.  No,  sir;  I  vote  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  or  profession  in  Washington? — ^A.  I 
am  an  employee  of  the  House. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  ? — A.  I  am  on  the  police  force. 

Q.  Are  you  on  the  day  service  or  night  service? — A. Both,  alter- 
nately. 

Q.  What  other  occupation  have  you? — ^A.  I  am  interested  with 
Mr.  Wallmo  in  furnishing  correspondence  to  a  string  of  Connecticut 
eveningr  papers. 

Q.  VVul  you  name  the  papers? — A.  The  Hartford  Times,  New 
Haven  Register,  the  New  Britain  Herald,  the  Waterbury  American, 
and  the  New  London  Day,  and  the  Bridgeport  Standard,  and  that 
is  all. 

Q.  We  do  not  care  anything  about  anything  you  may  have  written 
about  other  matters,  but  have  you  written  some  matters  oHiceming 
this  submarine  question  ? — ^A.  V  ery  little  myself. 

Q.  What  part  did  you  take  in  it  then  ? — A.  On  my  oflf  days  I  go 
to  the  various  Departments  and  look  up  Connecticut  affairs. 

Q.  Who  writes  the  matter  concerning  submarine  affairs? — A.  Mr. 
Wallmo  has  written  all  of  them. 

Q.  You  have  not  written  anything? — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recall 
anything  I  have  written  about  it  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  E.  B.  Spencer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  is  E.  B.  Spencer?— A.  That  is  my  wife. 

Q.  Is  she  a  Government  official? — A.  She  is  a  clerk  to  Mr.  Henry, 
and  was  when  I  married  her. 
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Q.  Is  she  derk  to  Mr.  Henry  or  clerk  to  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  and  Committee  on  Expenditures?— A.  Be- 
cently  she  has  been  made  clerk  to  the  committee.  She  has  be^i  with 
him,  however,  for  ten  years  or  more. 

Q.  What  compensation  does  she  get  as  clerk  to  the  conunittee? — 
A.  I  understand  she  gets  $6  a  day ;  personally  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  that 

Q.  What  compensation  do  you  get,  Mr.  Spencer? — ^A.  $1,050  a 
year. 

Q.  Is  Mrs.  Spencer  in  the  newspaper  business? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Does  not  do  any  newspaper  work  at  all? — ^A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Do  any  part  of  the  "writing? — A  Not  a  bit  of  it  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  give  the  Waterbury  Republican  in  that  list? — A  No, 
sir :  no  morning  papers. 

Q.  Who  writes  for  the  Waterbury  Republican? — A.  I  don't  know; 
I  don't  know  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it  occasionally? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  seen  but 
one  copy  of  it  this  winter. 

Q.  Mr.  Spencer,  you  are  a  Capitol  policeman? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  investigation  about  the  employment  of 
detectives  by  anybody  about  these  premises? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have 
not 

Q.  You  have  not  made  any  investigation  to  see  whether  or  not  any 
detectives  were  at  any  time  during  tms  session  employed  at  any  time 
to  shadow  any  Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  No;  I  did  not.  Somebody 
telephoned  over  to  the  office  one  time  when  I  was  in  the  office,  and  I 
carried  the  report  over  to  the  other  office.  I  believe  I  spoke  to  Mr. 
Webber  about  it  the  same  day  as  it  was  telephoned  to  me.  I  don't 
know  who  telephoned  to  me;  said  Mr.  Lilley  nad  complained  he  was 
being  foUowea  by  detectives  and  wanted  to  "be  protected.  As  it  hap- 
pened, I  happened  to  be  in  charge  at  the  office  and  received  the  tele- 
gram. I  toot  it  over  to  the  captain's  office — at  least  I  went  over  and 
told  Mr.  Webber  what  I  heard.  In  the  telephone  it  said,  whoever  it 
was,  it  was  in  the  new  building  and  we  were  in  the  old  building  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  locate  any  detectives? — A.  I  did  not  I  believe  Mr. 
Lilley  stopped  me  right  by  the  door  one  time  and  pointed  out  a  man 
and  asked  me  if  I  had  known  him ;  said  he  had  seen  him  (}uite  often 
at  his  door  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  him.    I  told  him  I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  since? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  next  day. 

Q.  Who  was  it? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  since  that? — A.  No ;  he  was  here  at  the  time 
Mr.  Lilley  pointed  him  out  and  I  saw  him  the  next  day. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  ? — A.  Standing  at  the  end  of  the  corridor  and 
the  next  day  he  was  out  at  streets  New  Jersey  avenue  and  B  street 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  occupation  is? — ^A.  I  haven't  the  slight- 
est idea.  I  didn't  know  the  man,  didn't  know  him  then,  and  haven't 
seen  him  since  nor  before. 

Q.  Did  he  look  like  a  detective?— A.  I  would  not  think  so.  I 
would  not  pick  him  up  for  one  if  I  was  looking  for  detectives. 

Q.  Would  you  have  employed  him  as  a  detective  from  what  you 
saw  of  him? — A.  No;  I  would  not.    He  looked  like  a  chump  to  me. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  Saturday,  April  25, 
1908,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.) 
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Select  Committee  Under  H.  R.  288, 

House  of  Representatives, 
WiishiTigtonj  D.  C,  Saturday,  April  25,  1908. 
The  committee  met  at  11.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  Hon.  Henry  S.  Boutell 
(chairman)  in  the  chair. 
All  of  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

TE8TIM0NT  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  £.  ELLIS. 

William  R.  Ellis,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined 
tealified  as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  you  will  ask  Mr.  ElUs  the  necessary 
questions. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Ellis,  you  are  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives? — 
A.  I  am. 

Q.  From  what  district  ? — ^A.  Second  district  of  Oregon. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  are  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. — A.  I  am. 

Q.  And  have  attended  its  meetings  generally  this  year? — ^A. 
Pretty  regulariy;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  meeting  of  February  10,  when  the  votes 
were  had  on  the  proposed  increase  of  the  Navy? — ^A.  That  was  the 
final  hearing  of  the  Naval  Committee? 

Q.  Yes,  su*. — ^A.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  present  at  that  time,  most  of  the 
time.     I  was  called  out  a  time  or  two,  but  returned  immediately. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  how  you  voted  on  the  battle-ship  proposition? — 
A.  1  voted  with  the  majority  of  the  committee  to  report  but  for  two 
ships,  stating  at  the  time  that  I  reserved  the  right  to  vote  for  four 
on  amendment  in  the  House  if  there  was  any  prospect  of  carrying  it. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  on  the  floor  of  the  House? — ^A.  I  voted  for 
four. 

Q.  You  voted  for  submarines? — ^A.  I  did,  sir.     I  voted  for  eight. 

Q.  Mr.  Mudd  oflFered  a  substitute;  see  if  I  have  it  right.  Mr.  Cou- 
denslager  first  offered  a  proposition  for  eight  submarine  boats;  then 
Mr.  Mudd  offered  a  substitute  for  the  Loudenslager  proposition.  Do 
you  remember  how  you  voted  on  Mr.  Mudd's  substitute? — ^A.  Well,  I 
would  say  this,  that  at  the  time  there  was  a  gentleman  from  Portland, 
Greg.,  without  the  door  who  was  very  anxious  to  talk  with  me,  and 
I  was  passing  out  between  every  vote  and  going  back  in;  and  to  the 
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gentlemen  with  whom  I  had  talked,  and  who  held 
myself,  once  or  twice  I  said:  '*What  is  our  vot< 
voted  accordingly  with  those  gentlemen.  And  I 
exactly  as  to  those  several  substitutes. 

Q.   lou  are  recorded  as  voting  with  Messrs.  F 
Ellis,  Padgett,  and  Hobson,  as  voting  in  favor 
proposition  oflFered  by  Mr.  Mudd. — ^A.  I  have  no  r 
that  vote.     I  think  that  is  probably  correct. 

Then  I  would  like,  Mr.  Ellis,  to  ask  you  this 


of^< 


e  discussions  in  your  committee  there  was  any 
the  four  battle-^hip  proposition  and  the  number  or 
voted  for? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  sir;  I  do  r 
thing  of  that  character;  that  is,  where  one  was  cor 
other. 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  I  know  nothing  of  that  character  t 

Q.  Then,  was  or  not  each  proposition  discusse 
alone  and  upon  its  own  merits? — A.  It  was,  so  far 

Q.  Did  the  vote  upon  the  battle-ship  propositi 
way  upon  the  vote  on  the  submarine  proposition  ?- 
ana  no  one  else  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Then,  did  the  vote  on  the  submarine  prop 
any  way  upon  the  battle-ship  proposition? — A.  1 1 
have  argued,  and  think,  pernaps,  I  did,  that  inas 
not  going  to  have  the  four  battle  ships,  and  the  Pi 
tion  havmg  urged  upon  me  the  necessity  of  hai 
especially  of  siibmarme?,  I  think,  perhaps,  it  ma 
me  somewhat  personally  in  voting  for  a  larger  nur 
if  there  had  been  a  large  vote  for  battle  ships,  but 
of  that  character  that  1  heard  of. 

Q.  No  logrolling? — ^A.  Never  heard  of  any,  sir. 

Q.  Was  tnere  any  statement  made  or  argument  i 
battle-ship  proposition  should  be  defeated  in  ord 
submarines f — ^A.  Oh,  no;  I  never  heard  of  such  e 
knowledge;  certainly  not  in  the  open  committee 
any  time  I  was  present. 

Q.  Upon  the  floor  of  the  House  you  voted,  di« 
four  battle  ships  and  the  eight  submarines? — A.  I 

Q.  Your  vote  on  the  one  proposition  was  in  no  ^ 
vote  on  the  other? — ^A.  Not  in  the  least. 

O.  You  voted  for  both  propositions  because  you 
both  right? — ^A.  Thought  that  they  were  both  righ 
both  propositions. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  how  the  sentir 
coast  was  worked  up  in  favor  of  better  coast  d 
know  about  it,  Mr.  Olmsted,  was  that  the  mem 
coast  delegation  personally,  several  of  them^  came 
and  the  Washington  delegation  asked  that  I  go  to  1 
committee  and  reauest  that  they  have  a  time  to 
committee  in  behalf  of  it. 

Q.  In  behalf  of  more  submarines? — ^A.  In  be 
marines,  on  acoount  of  the  immense  coast  line 
small  harbors.    They  felt  if  we  could  not  haye  a 
character  of  the  battle  ships,  that  this  would  const 
of  defense  and  we  needed  more  of  them.    It  was  v 
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"■^  raits  of  Fuca  and  the  entrance  to  Pnget  Sound,  argument  was 

— :hat  something  of  that  character  was  needed.    Otherwise  there 

~>thing  to   prevent,  so  far  as  the   present  situation  goes  of  a 

-.^  ship  of  another  country  coming  in  there  and  that  a  submarine 

;;;^  act  as  a  deterrent  if  not  an  effectual  defense.    The  only  ar^- 

heard  was  the  members  of  the  Pacific  coast  delegation  who 

•^  to  me  privately  and  to  the  committee,  and  of  course  I  saw  in 

"""^^spapers  of  the  Pacific  coast  speaking  briefly  of  the  project. 

— hen,  do  we  understand  that  the  entire  Pacific  coast  repre- 

ZZ^^  ^  Congress  was  in  favor  of  more  submarines? — ^A.  So  far 

--^ow,  yes.     If  there  was  any  that  were  opposed,  they  did  not 

ZZ''  known  to  me.     I  was  the  only  member  from  the  Pacific 

IZTn  the  committee,  and  the  Members  from  the  Pacific  coast 

...^^ly  came  to  me  to  talk  to  get  me  to  place  their  views  before 

'''    —  imittee  and  urge  matters  in  their  behalf. 

— -  'id  you  ever  meet  a  man  by  the  name  of  J.  S.  C.  Archibald*? — 
Xr '  ^^  i^y  knowledge ;  no,  sir.     I  have  met  a  number  of  men  here 
'■— -*  names  I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  not  recall  such  a  name ;  I  do 
J^ow  the  name. 

--^)id  you  ever  meet  him  on  the  Pacific  coast? — A.  No,  sir;  not 
^  -...^  knowledge . 

—  )id  you  ever  hear  of  him? — ^A.  Never  did ;  never  heard  of  such 

^^  )o  you  know  how  the  Members  of  the  Pacific  coast,  Members 

"""^  House  of  Representatives  from  the  Pacific  coast — do  you  know 

^ley  voted  on  the  four  battle-ship  proposition?— A.  I  think  they 

.    "^  ed  for  it;  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  thmk  so.     I  know  the  great 

.\tydid. 

"*^  nen  they  wanted  more  battle  ships  and  more  submarines? — 
C^3,  sir.     We  have  a  large  coast  line  out  there,  and  the  fact  that 
-*"*..  et  was  then  off  our  coast  or  was  expected  there  in  a  short  time 
^^  d  a  good  deal  of  talk  along  that  line.     There  was  some  little 
--^  f  the  character  that  you  gentlemen  heard  upon  the  floor  in 
^  t  to  what  certain  countries  beyond  in  the  Orient  might  do,  and 
^'•v^  ve  some  timid  people  on  the  r  acific  coast  as  well  as  elsewhere 
"^  ho  thought  perhaps  there  was  something  in  this  talk,  and  they 
^  matters  along  that  line.     I  think  a  large  number  of  the  Pacific 
^members  womd  have  probably  voted  for  six  if  there  had  been 
<^ .  proposition  before  the  House  and  would  have  had  the  backing 
"^^ir  constituents  in  doing  so. 
^3ix  battle  ships? — A.   les,  sir. 
"\.And  for  16  submarines? — A.  Yes-'^sir. 

^^  By  Mr.  Stevens  : 

s^.  There  has  been  a  statement  made  to  this  committee  to  the 
\.  that  one  J.  S.  C.  Archibald,  representing  the  Collier's  Weekly, 
\d  the  Pacific  coast  in  the  year  1906  in  the  interest  of  torpedo- 
\  legislation  with  the  idea  of  working  up  public  sentiment  through 

\!^  mgs  of  chambers  of  commerce  and  ooards  of  trade  and  com- 
\.iar  clubs  and  commercial  organizations  and  thereby  influence 
N  [embers  of  Congress  to  vote  for  a  lai^e  number  of  submarines. 
N^  you   have  lived  on  the  Pacific  coast  how  long? — ^A.  About 

^.:y-five  years. 

^'  You  have  been  a  Member  of  Congress  how  long? — ^A.  I  was  a 

Niber  of  Congress  from  March  4,  1893,  to  March  4,  1899. 
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Q.  Then  what  position  did  you  hold? — ^A.  I  then  went  onto  the 
circuit  bench  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1900,  and  remained  there 
until  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1906. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  informed  about  the  condition  of  public  opinion 
on  public  affairs  on  the  Pacific  coast i — ^A.  Largely  so,  yes;  I  take 
the  daily  newspapers  of  my  own  State,  and  I  read  the  current  news 
of  the  day  and  endeavor  to  keep  myself  reasonably  well  post'ed. 

(^.  Have  you  been  interested  m  the  subject  of  coast  defenses  and 
national  marine  defenses  so  that  you  keep  informed  on  what  is 
going  on  in  your  localities  on  that  subject? — ^A.  I  could  not  say 
generally  that  I  have.     I  have  read  anything  that  was  in  the  public 

Fress  that  looked  to  the  coast  defenses  and  anything  of  that  character, 
think  I  have  kept  pretty  well  in  touch  with  it. 
Q.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  situation  in  the  year  1906  and  the 
feeling  in  the  State  of  Oregon  as  to  what  was  being  done  to  work  up 

Sublic  sentiment?— A.  Well,  certainly,  if  there  was  anything  being 
one  I  was  not  apprised  of  it,  and  I  d.o  not  know  of  it;  it  was  not  of 
such  a  character  as  to  create  any  comment  in  the  public  press  or  any 
unusual  comment,  and  I  have  heard  and  know  nothing  or  an  unusual 
form. 

Q.  Have  you  received  any  number  of  telegrams  or  petitions  worded 
in  a  uniform  manner  coming  from  commercial  organizations  and 
apparently  worked  up  by  one  person  in  favor  of  suomarine  legisla- 
tion ? — A.  I  have  received  none,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  that  character. 

Q.  So  you  have  not  received  any  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  have  received  none 
to  my  knowledge.  If  anything  of  that  kind  came,  it  was  thrown  into 
the  wastebasket  by  my  secretary  without  calling  it  to  my  attention, 
and  he  is  a  very  careful  man,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  would  do  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  Certainly  no  telegrams,  because  they  come  to  me 
in  the  first  instance,  and  I  open  them  myself. 

Q.  You  recall  no  statements  or  petitions  from  commercial  organi- 
zations on  that  subject? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

3>.  Do  you  say.  Mr.  Ellis,  that  your  opinion  for  the  necessity  of  an 
itional  navy,  both  battle  ships  and  submarines,  was  a  homemade 
opinion? — A.  A  homemade. 

Q.  Brought  it  here  with  you  ? — A.  Well,  it  might  have  been  some- 
what intensified  or  quickened  after  I  came  here,  bex^ause  I  had  no 
idea  I  would  go  upon  the  Naval  Committee  when  I  came  here.  I 
did  not  seek  a  place  there;  I  was  appointed  there,  and  of  course  nat- 
urally iny  mind  turned  more  to  subjects  of  that  character  when  I 
went  on  the  committee  than  it  had  previously;  thought  more  of  it 
along  the  line. 

Q.  After  you  got  on  the  Naval  Committee  you  got  no  additional 
information  about  the  extent  of  the  Pacific  coast  line,  did  you? — 
A.  Oh,  no;  no,  sir;  I  knew  that  just  as  well  before  I  went  on  the 
committee. 

Q.  You  got  no  additional  information  after  your  service  on  the 
Naval  Committee  as  to  the  number  of  harbors  on  the  Pacific  coast? — 
A.  Oh,  I  knew  that. 

Q.  You  got  no  additional  information  after  your  service  on  the 
Naval  Committee  as  to  the  extent  of  the  Pacific  Ocean? — A.  No; 
none  at  all.  All  those  things  I  was  just  as  well  apprised  of  before 
as  I  was  afterwards  or  am  now. 
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Q.  You  knew  the  developed  power  of  Japan  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
wiuout  reference  to  your  service  on  the  Naval  Committee? — ^A.  I 
knew  it  very  largely,  and  I  studied  more  information  in  detail  after 
that,  perhaps,  than  I  had  before,  because  we  had  some  very  hvely 
talkers  upon  the  Naval  Committee,  who  either  possessed  or  claim 
to  be  possessed  of  some  considerable  knowledge  m  regard  to  condi- 
tions tnere,  to  whom  I  listened. 

Q.  You  knew  something  of  the  influx  of  Asiatic  immigration  on 
the  Pacific  coast  without  reference  to  service  on  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee?— ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  something  about  the  natural  tendency  of  conflict 
of  those  different  nations  on  the  Pacific  coast  without  reference  to 
service  on  the  Naval  Committee? — ^A.  Yes.  I  have  had  that  brought 
to  my  attention  when  the  Hindoos  were  coming  in  at  Vancouver  and 
sifting  down  into  the  United  States;  there  was  some  little  trouble. 

Q.  You  say  your  opinion,  which  found  expression  in  the  vote  on 
the  battle  ships  and  submarine  propositions,  was  really  a  homemade 
opinion? — ^A.  1  think  so.  I  think  1  voted  the  same  as  I  did  vote 
without  any  reference  to  appointment  on  the  Naval  Committee. 
I  am  quite  sure. 

TESTIMONY  OF  HON.  OEOROS  £.  FOSS. 

George  E.  Fobs,  first  being  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  will  you  examine  Mr.  Foss? 
By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Foss,  in  order  to  get  it  on  the  record,  I  will  ask  you  have 
you  ever  been  a  Member  of  Congress  ?— A.  I  have. 

Q.  When  were  you  first  a  Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  I  was  elected 
first  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  and  have  been  a  Member  ever  since. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  served  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs?— 
A.  I  have. 

Q.  How  long? — A.  During  all  that  period. 

Q.  You  have  served  as  chairman  of  tnat  committee  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  During  what  period? — A.  Since  1900;  during  the  last  eight 
years,  as  I  recall  it. 

Q.  You  still  are  chairman  of  that  committee  ? — A.  I  have  the  honor. 

Q.  Do  you  occasionally  attend  its  meetings? — A.  Usually  at  every 
meeting. 

Q.  Have  jrou  particularly  been  attentive  to  its  meetings  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  have  missed  one. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  discussions  and  actions  of  the  com- 
mittee with  reference  to  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  both  as  to  battle 
ships  and  submarines  and  other  vessels  used  in  naval  warfare? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  an  amendment  upon  the  subject  of  submarines 
offered  by  Mr.  Loudenslager,  a  member  of  the  committee  ? — ^A.  This 
year? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  that  a  substitute  was  offered  by  Mr.  Hobson? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  have  before  me  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  that  meeting, 
and  the  vote  upon  that  shows  the  votes  in  the  affirmative  were 
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"Messrs.  Mudd,  Dawson,  Hobson — 3.  Messrs.  Loudenslager,  Butler, 
Roberts,  Bates,  Thomas,  Ellis,  Gregg,  Talbott,  Lamar — 9.  Present 
and  not  voting,  Messrs.  Foss  and  Lilley — 2.''  This  is  correct,  as 
you  recall  it,  is  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Padgett  offered  an  amendment, 
striking  out  a  portion  of  the  Loudenslager  amendment  and  in  the 
afiirmative  the  votes  on  the  record  were  *^  Messrs.  Mudd,  lilley, 
Padgett,  Lamar.  Hobson — 5.  In  the  negative,  Messrs,  Louden- 
slager, Butler,  Roberts,  Bates,  Thomas,  Ellis,  Gregg — 7.  Present 
and  not  voting,  Messrs.  Foss,  Dawson,  Talbott — 3.''  Do  you  recall 
that? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  correct,  is  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  do  you  recollect  that  Mr.  Mudd  offered  a  substitute  for 
the  Loudenslager  proposition,  and  upon  that  substitute  the  vote 
wasj  in  the  affirmative,  *' Messrs.  Foss,  Mudd,  Lilley,  Ellis,  Padgett, 
Hobson— 6.  In  the  negative,  Messrs.  Loudenslager,  Butler,  Roberts, 
Bates,  Thomas,  Dawson,  Gregg,  Talbott,  Lamar — 9.  The  substi- 
tute was  recorded  as  lost."  Do  you  recollect  that  substitute  amend- 
ment of  Mr*  Mudd? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  vote  was  as  I  nave  read  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  the  amendment  being  lost  and  the  vote  recorded  on  Mr. 
Loudenslager's  original  resolution,  in  the  affirmative,  ''Messrs.  Louden- 
slager, Butler,  Roberts,  Loud,  Bates,  Thomas,  Dawson,  Ellis,  Gregg, 
Talbott — 10.  In  the  negative,  Messrs.  Foss,  Mudd,  Lilley,  Olcott,  Pad- 
gett, Lamar,  Hobson — 7."  And  the  resolution  was  carried  by  that 
vote.     Do  you  recall  that  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  it  is  as  I  have  read  it,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned? — A.  In 
my  judgment  that  is  correct. 

Q.  Then  you  and  Mr.  Lilley  seem  to  have  voted  together  except 
upon  one  proposition,  in  which  you  did  not  vote  at  all?— A.  Yes,  su*. 

Q.  Then  on  the  subsurface-boat  proposition  offered  by  Mr.  Hobson, 
the  following  are -recorded  as  voting  in  the  affirmative:  Messrs. 
Loudenslager,  Butler,  Mudd,  Bates,  Lillev,  Dawson,  Hobson — 7. 
In  the  negative,  Messrs.  Foss,  Roberts,  Thomas,  Padgett,  Gr^g, 
Lamar — 6. — A.  I  think  that  is  correct. 

Q.  That  seems  to  be  the  only  instance  in  which  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Lilley  and  yourself  differed? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  on  the  battle-ship  proposition? — A.  I  voted 
for  two  battle  ships. 

Q.  Was  there  or  was  there  not  any  connection  so  far  as  the  dis- 
cussion and  action  of  the  committee  was  concerned  between  the 
battle-ship  proposition  and  the  submarine  proposition? — A.  From  my 
knowledge  and  observation  there  was  absolutely  none. 

Q.  And  you  were  present  at  every  meeting? — A.  I  was  present  at 
every  meeting. 

Q.  And  heard  all  of  the  discussion? — A.  I  heard  all  of  the  discussion. 

Q.  And  noted  the  votes? — A.  I  noted  the  votes. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  other  member  of  the  committee  who 
desires  to  ask  Mr.  Foss  any  auestions? 

We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you,  Mr.  Foss,  and  hope  it  has  not 
inconvenienced  you  to  he  present. 

The  committee  had  hoped  to  have  the  testimony  of  Admiral  Bowles 
this  morning,  but  we  learn  that  he  has  left  town,  although  he  held 
himself  in  readiness  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  we  will  send  word  ask- 
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ing  him  to  come  on  Tuesday  morning  at  11  o'clock.  We  also 
expected  to  take  the  testimony  this  morning  of  a  few  other  members 
of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House,  but  we  have  been  unable  to 
reach  them.  The  committee  expected  also  at  this  time  to  make  a 
final  statement  in  reference  to  the  production  of  books,  but  th^  rep- 
resentatives of  witnesses  summoned  who  are  associated  with  the 
Lake  Company  are  absent,  and  Senator  Thurston  has  been  delayed 
in  getting  nere,  so  the  committee  w^ill  take  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  when  the  committee  would  like  to  have  counsel  for 
the  witnesses  who  have  been  summoned  duces  tecum  present. 
(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.) 

AFTER   RECESS. 

The  committee  met  at  2  o'clock,  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess. 

The  members  of  the  committee  were  all  present. 

The  Chairman.  In  reference,  now,  to  tlie  production  of  books, 
papers,  lelters,  and  other  documents  that  have  been  called  for  or 
described  in  the  subpoenas,  the  committee  will  take  this  course:  Some 
books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  have  been  in  the  possession  of 
tliis  committee  for  several  daj^s  or  weeks.  The  committee  requests 
that  the  officers  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  who  have  been  sum- 
moned on  subpoenas  duces  tecum  will  comply  with  the  remainder  of 
the  subpoenas  by  11  o'clock  Monday  morning.  The  committee 
makes  the  same  request  upon  the  officers  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  and  wishes  to  amplif}'  the  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  Simon 
Lake  to  include  specifically  the  books  that  will  show  the  cost  of  con- 
struction of  all  of  the  Laka  boats  sold  to  foreign  governments.  Sec- 
ond, all  such  books  as  will  show  the  gross  prices  received  for  all  their 
boats  from  foreign  governments.  Third,  all  books  that  will  show  the 
division  of  the  gross  receipts,  showing  profits,  commissions,  expenses, 
and  other  divisions  of  the  gross  receipts;  all  contracts  between  the 
Lake  Companv  or  subsidiarv  companies  and  Charles  R.  Flint  and 
Hart  O.  Bercr/ 

The  committee  also  requests  that  Representative  Lilley  \vill  comply 
with  the  suggestions  for  the  productions  that  were  made  yesterday. 

For  the  grounds  on  whicli  these  demands  are  made  upon  the 
various  witnesses  the  committee  rests  solelj^  upon  the  record  as  com- 
pleted up  to  date. 

On  the  legal  questions,  the  parliamentary  and  court  decisions, 
the  committee  will  be  glad  to  be  advised,  either  orallj  or  by  written 
argument,  as  to,  the  scope  of  its  authoritv,  whether  its  authority  so 
far  as  membere  are  concerned,  dates  back  of  the  present  or  Sixtieth 
Congress  and  what  its  powei*s  are  to  enforce  the  demands  of  sub- 
poenas duces  tecum  upon  the  final  record  as  it  exists. 

As  the  chairman  said  some  weeks  ago  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
and  in  replv  in  part  to  what  seemed  to  be  in  the  nature  of  com- 
plaints on  the  part  of  Representative  Lilley  that  the  books  were  not 
produced,  when  the  books  are  produced  we  want  to  make  the  fullest 
showing  as  to  what  books,  papers,  and  documents  must  be  produced; 
therefore  this  request  is  now  based  upon  the  entire  record  as  com- 
pleted. 

As  the  chairman  has  said,  the  committee  will  be  glad  to  be  advised 
by  counsel,  either  orally  or  by  written  briefs,  with  special  reference 
to  the  legal  or  parUamentary  precedents. 
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Q.  I  hand  you  paper  marked  **I/'  dated  Washington,  March  20, 
1908.  That  appears  to  be  signed  by  a  genuine  name,  and  I  will  not 
mention  it,  but  I  will  ask  you  whether  you  remember  to  have  received 
and  opened  that  letter? — A.  I  could  not  state  positively.  I  have 
seen  this  letter  in  our  office.     I  have  had  it  on  file  with  the  others. 

Q.  You  have  not  the  envelope  in  which  it  was  received  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  You  received  it  probably  about  that  date? — A.  This  is  the 
letter  of  which  a  typewritten  copy  was  made  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee, because  it  was  not  very  legible. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  when  you  received  it? — A.  No;  I  haven't 
any  way  of  locating  these  dates.  It  is  March  20  here,  and  I  should 
imagine  it  came  in  a  day  or  two  after. 

Q.  Here  is  a  letter  marked  **E/'  purported  to  be  dated  New  York 
City  February  20,  and  signed  "A  citizen."  Do  you  recall  that 
letter? — A.  I  remember  that  letter. 

Q.  Have  you  the  envelope  in  which  it  was  received? — ^A.  No,  sir; 
I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  it  was  addressed  on  the  outside? — A. 
No;  except  it  must  have  been  '*Mr.  Lilley.'^ 

Q.  Do  you  remember  about  when  it  was  received  ? — A.  It  is  dated 
February  20.     I  should  imagine  two  days  after;  that  is  my  impression. 

3.  Did  you  hand  it  to  Mr.  Lilley?-^A.  Mr.  Lilley  has  seen  it.  I 
d  not  say  whether  he  saw  it  that  day  or  whether  I  laid  the  anony- 
mous letters  aside  and  he  looked  them  all  over  within  a  few  days 
after.     It  being  signed  anonymously,  I  probably 

Q.  You  woiud  be  all  the  more  likely  to  bring  it  to  his  attention 
promptly? — A.  I  probably  did.  He  probably  saw  that  it  was  witliin 
two  or  tnree  days  after  it  was  received  or  the  next  day. 

Q.  Here  is  a  letter  dated  Flushing,  March  31,  190*8,  and  appears 
to  be  signed  by  a  genuine  signature,  marked  "H. "  Do  vou  remem- 
ber to  have  received  that?— A.  I  can  remember  that  it  Kas  been  in 
the  office.  I  could  not  say  whether  I  received  it  or  whether  Mr. 
Lilley  brought  it  in  from  the  hotel. 

Q.  Can  you  state  whether  any  of  these  five  papers  were  received 
any  other  way  than  through  the  mail? — A.  To  tne  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge, I  think*  they  were  re<5eived  through  the  mail. 

Q.  And  each  one  of  them  within  a  day  or  two  of  their  respective 
dates? — A.  That  is  mv  impression. 

Q.  There  is  no  sucn  discrepancy  between  the  date  of  the  receipt 
and  the  date  of  the  document  as  to  impress  itself  upon  your  mind,  is 
there  ? — A.  No,  sir.     I  never  notice  the  postmark  on  an  envelope. 

Q.  But  you  noticed  the  date  of  the  letter,  and  if  vou  received  a 
letter  prior  to  the  date A.  I  would  be  likely  to  notice  it. 

Q.  Or  a  long  time  after  the  date  of  the  letter  vou  would  be  likely 
remember  that  ? — A.  I  remember  an  incident  of  a  letter  coming  in 
dated  a  month  before. 

Q.  Before  you  received  it? — A.  Yes;  from  some  friend. 

Q.  Was  that  any  of  these  letters? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  would  testifj^  that  these  five  documents  were  received 
within  a  day  or  two,  or  reasonable  mailing  time  after  their  respective 
dates? — A.  That  is  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  I  think  you  did  say  they  all  came  through  the  mail  ? — A.  I  am 
not  certain  upon  that  point,  but  my  impression  is  I  cut  all  of  them. 
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Mr.  Lilley  may  have  received  some  at  the  Willard,  but  I  could  not 
say  that  he  did. 

Q.  Is  there  any  one  of  these  five  napers  that  you  can  identify  as 
not  having  been  received  through  tne  mail? — ^A.  My  impression  is 
that  all  of  them  have  been  received  through  the  mail. 

Q.  Three  of  them  are  signed  by  names  which  I  will  not  mention, 
but  I  will  ask  you  if  you  know  the  parties? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  For  instance,  this  paper  marked  *'H"  is  signed  by  what  appears 
to  be  a  genuine  name ;  ao  you  know  that  party  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  other  correspondence  from  him? — ^A.  I 
do  not  knoV,  unless  there  is  another  letter.  If  there  is,  the  committee 
undoubtedly  saw  it. 

Q.  We  haven't  it.  Do  you  remember  writing  any  letters  to  him? — 
A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  answered  it. 

Q.  Then  the  ilame,  as  it  appeared  on  the  letter,  was,  so  far  as  you 
can  recall,  the  first  that  you  had  known  of  that  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  person  of  that  name.  Do  you  say  the  same  as  to  the 
paper  marked  '*I?*' — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  person  whose  name  is  signed  to  that? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  to  have  received  for  yourself  or  for  Mr.  Lilley 
any  other  communications  signed  by  that  name  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  have  addressed  any  communications  to  a  person  of  that 
name? — A.  As  I  remember  it,  it  was  Washington,  D.  CT,  so  there  was 
no  address  which  he  would  be  likely  to  get  it  at,  and  I  never  answered 
it. 

Q.  The  receipt  of  that  letter  with  that  name  on  it  was  your  first 
knowledge  of  any  person  of  that  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  state  about  when  you  handed  these  letters  to  Mr. 
Lilley? — ^A.  As  I  remember,  these  letters  have  been  placed  in  one  of 
the  drawers  in  our  desk  there,  and  just  laid  aside  until  they  were 
brought  up  here  to  the  committee. 

O.  Did  not  you  show  them  to  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  Oh,  Mr.  Lilley  has 
undoubtedly  seen  them  all. 

Q.  When  did  he  see  them? — A.  Probably  two  days  after  they  came 
in. 

Q.  Very  shortly  after  you  received  them? — ^A.  Most  of  them  the 
same  day. 

Q.  'Hie  paper  marked  "G,"  dated  February  26,  signed  **A  Con- 
stituent,'' dated  Washington,  D.  C. — could  it  be  possible  that  that 
letter  was  not  handed  by  you  to  Mr.  Lilley  until,  say,  some  time  in 
March  or  April? — ^A.  My  impression  is  that  all  of  these  letters  have 
been  seen  by  Mr.  Lilley  the  same  day  or  the  day  following  they 
came  in. 

Q.  Could  it  be  possible  that  that  letter  was  received  as  late  as  the 
latter  part  of  March  or  middle  of  April? — A.  My  impression  is  that 
that  has  been  lying  around  for  several  weeks. 

(^.  What  would  you  say  as  to  the  paper  marked  exhibit  **E," 
which  is  dated  New  York  City,  February  20? — ^A.  I  think  that  is 
one  of  the  first  ones  that  we  received. 

Q.  You  think  that  came  in  ahead  of  the  paper  marked  "G?" — ^A. 
As  I  remember  it,  I  think  that  was  one  of  the  old  papers,  and  we  over- 
looked it;  I  remember,  it  was  put  in  another  place. 
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S.  And  that  had  been  in  your  possession  how  long? — ^A.  Quite  a 
e;  I  do  not  remember  the  weeks,  but  I  should  say  it  ran  back  in 
the  middle  part  of  March,  anyway.     I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  It  refers  to  a  newspaper  clipping  from  the  New  York  Evening 
Post.  I  do  not  think  that  was  handed  to  us.  Do  you  happen  to  have 
it? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  what — we  have  had  so  many  clippings,  I 
could  not  state. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  sure  that  the  paper  marked  ^*E, "  dated  February  20 
and  signed  **A  Citizen/^  are  you  confident  that  was  received  before 
these  fetters  dated  March  28  and  31  and  20? — A.  That  is  my  impres- 
sion; I  could  not  be  certain  of  the  dates.  My  impression  is  that  this 
is  one  of  the  oldest  fetters. 

Q.  You  mean  it  is  one  that  vou  have  had  in  your  possession  the 
longest  ? — A.  That  we  have  had  in  our  possession  the  longest. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  this  fetter  marked  *'G,"  datfed  February  25, 
was  not  received  until  some  time  in  the  month  of  April  ?— A.  I  could 
not  be  certain  about  the  date  of  receiving  it.  My  impression  is  that 
it  is  older  than  that.  I  simply  remember  it  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
signed  '*A  Constituent.*' 

Q.  You  state  you  showed  them  all  to  Mr.  Lilley  as  they  came  in? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Within  a  day  or  two  after  their  receipt.  I  want  to  call  your 
attention  again  to  these  letters.  This  letter  marked  **G,"  dated 
February  25,  contains  the  names  of  several  individuals,  does  it  not  i — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  their  names  have  attracted  your  attention  so  as  to 
refresh  your  memory  as  to  the  probable  date  of  the  receipt  of  that 
letter? — A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  place  the  date  of  the  letter  rrom  that. 

Q.  Look  at  the  paper  marked  *'E"  and  read  it,  particularly  the 
last  page.  Would  not  the  subject-matter  of  that  page  have  attracted 
your  attention  if  vou  had  received  it  through  the  mails? — A.  No;  I 
can  not  give  the  ^ate  at  all.  This  is  the  first  time  I  recall  this  fact 
that 

Q.  You  need  not  mention  any  names.  Nobody  else  has,  and  you 
need  not  drag  them  in.  It  did  not  make  any  impression  upon  you  ? 
Just  read  the  whole  letter. — A.  It  does  to  my  recollection;  when  I 
read  the  letter  I  got  to  this  point,  and  I  could  not  understand  it,  and 
I  turned  and  saw  it  was  signed  that  way,  and  I  never  remember  hav- 
ing read  this  part  before. 

Q.  You  do  remember  having  read  the  first  part? — ^A.  I  do  remem- 
ber having  read  the  first  part. 

Q.  About  how  long  ago  did  you  read  it?— A.  I  could  not  say. 
There  is  nothing  to  associate  it  in  my  mind  with  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  within  the  last  two  weeks? — ^A.  My  impression 
is  that  it  ran  back  some  time  in  March-r-early  part  of  March. 

Q.  It  is  dated  the  20th  of  February,  and  you  think  you  received  it 
in  the  early  part  of  March? — A.  No;  my  recollection  is  that  it  runs 
back  as  far  as  that;  I  can  not  place  any  limit. 

Q.  You  are  certain  it  was  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  at  least  as  much 
as  that? — A.  Yes;  I  would  be  reasonably  certain  of  that. 

Q.  This  letter  dated  February  25,  are  you  certain  about  that? — 
A.  No;  I  simply  bear  the  fact  *' A  Constituent'^  in  my  mind. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  not  a  single  one  of  these  five  papers  ever 
came  through  the  mail  at  allf — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  That  is  not  a  fact? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  to  which  one  is  it  a  fact  ?    Which  one  is  it  came  through  the 
mau? — A.  I  could  not  state.     I  could  not  state  which  did  not  or^ 
which  did,  but  I  remember  having  cut  some  of  them  open. 

Q.  You  have  testified  to  all  of  them  that  you  have  had  them  in 
your  possession.  How  did  they  get  in  your  possession?— A.  My 
impression  is  that  they  all  came  through  the  mail  unless  there  is  one 
of  them  that  I  have  a  recollection  of 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  had  a  recollection  of  one  of  them? — A.  No;  I 
was  going  to  say  that  perhaps  Mr.  Lilley  might  have  brought  in  one 
from  the  notel. 

Q.  Which  one  would  that  be? — ^A.  My  impression  is,  I  have  not 
such  a  good,  clear  recollection  of  that  letter  as  the  others. 


Q.  That  is^the  one  marked  *^H?''— A.  Yes,  sir. 


From  Flushing?  Now,  your  recollection  is  not  quite  sure  that 
that  came  thtough  the  mail? — A.  No. 

Q.  Through  the  mail.  Anjr  of  the  others? — A.  I  could  not  state 
definitely  which  one,  but  my  impression  is  that  I  cut  some  of  those 
letters. 

Q.  Is  there  any  one  of  them  that  did  come  through  the  mail? — 
A.  I  have  stated,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  that  all  of  them  came 
through  the  mail,  but  I  could  not  iaentify  any  particular  one. 

Q.  If  anv  one  of  them  came  to  you  otherwise  than  through  the 
mail,  which  one  was  it?  Leave  out  **H.'* — A.  My  impression  is 
that  all  of  them  came  through  the  mail. 

Q.  And  those  two,  ''G''  and  ''I,''  one  dated  February  25  and 
''E,"  dated  February  20,  you  are  confident  that  they  were  in  your 
possession  at  least  as  early  as  some  time  in  March? — A.  That  is  my 
impression. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  that  they  were  in  your  possession  before 
the  1st  of  March? — A.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  dates  at  all,  ex- 
cept that. my  recollection  is  that  tney  had  been  there  quite  a  while — 
several  wecKs — running  back  of  several  weeks. 

Q.  If  any  of  them  did  come  otherwise  than  through  the  mail,  were 
any  of  them  handed  to  you  by  any  person  other  than  Mr.  Lilley? — 
A.  My  recollection  is  that  all  of  them  came  through  the  mail. 

Q.  I  want  to  call  your  attention*  to  another  name  that  I  think 
might  have  attracted  your  attention.  What  church  do  you  belong 
to? — A.  The  Congregational. 

Q.  Well,  I  think  you  have  heard  of  that  name,  haven't  you  [show- 
ing witness  the  paper]  ? — A.  As  I  remember,  that  aroused  my  curi- 
osity .somewhat,  out  I  can  not  place  the  date  from  that.  It  has  no 
connection  with  any  other  incident. 

Q.  I  will  just  read  that  name  to  you  and  see:  '* Merry  del  Val, 
papal  secretary  of  state.*'  Didn't  that  create  any  impression  upon 
your  mind  when  you  read  that  ? — A.  It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard 
it  interpreted. 

Q.  I  nave  not  interpreted  it. — A.  I  did  not  read  it  to  pronounce  it. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  whether  it  is  the  first  time  you  ever  heard 
it  pronounced.  You  have  seen  the  name  before? — A.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  having  seen  it. 

Q.  You  remember  now  to  have  seen  it  in  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  ^ee  it  in  there,  as  near  as  you  can  remem- 
ber?— A.  I  can  not  place  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  tlie  letter.  It  was 
the  same  time  the  letter  came  in,  and  I  cut  it. 
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O.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  you  had  that  in  your  possession  before  the 
20th  of  February,  before  this  date? — A.  I  can  not  place  the  date  of 
the  receipt  of  the  letter. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  have  had  it  in  your  possession  as  early  as 
two  weeks  ago?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Three  weeks  ago?— A.  My  recollection  is  it  runs  into  March. 
There  is  absolutely  nothing  to  associate  dates  in  the  letter  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  a  cUpping  from  a  paper  referred  to  in 
there.  Have  you  that  cUpping?— A.  As  I  have  stated,  it  mav  be 
one  that  is  tlurown  in  with  our  other  cUppings;  there  are  hundreds 
of  them. 

Q.  Was  the  clipping  dated  about  the  same  date  as  the  letter? — A. 
I  do  not  remember  that  a  clipping  was  inclosed,  but  I  should  infer 
so,  a  cUpping  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  that  you  did  not  have  it  as  early  as  the  1st 
of  February  ? — ^A.  I  am  pretty  certain  we  had  nothing  oefore  Feb- 
ruary 20. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  that  you  did  not  as  early  as  the  Ist  of  March? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  that  you  had  it  as  early  as  the  1st  of  April? — 
A.   1  es,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  confident  that  you  had  it  as  early  as  the  15th  of 
March? — A.  I  could  not  state  the  date  earlier  than  April  1. 

Q.  You  have  two  or  three  times. — ^A.  Given  the  date  earlier  than 
April  1? 

Q.  Yes.  You  ran  back  five  or  six  weeks  at  one  time. — ^A.  That 
is  my  impression. 

Q.  Now,  what  is  your  best  impression  ? — A.  My  best  impression  is 
that  it  was  one  of  the  earliest  letters  received  and  that  all  of  those 
letters  have  been  received  before  April  1. 

Q.  You  think  that  is  one  of  the  first  of  these  five  letters  that  you 
received?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  wrote  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  such  a  person  as  is  ^gned  to  that 
letter — to  that  paper  marked  ''H?'' — A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  wrote  the  paper  '*G,"  signed  "A  Constitu- 
ent?^'—A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  Know  who  wrote  the  paper  '*D,'^  signed  "A?" — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  such  a  person  as  the  one  whose 
name  purports  to  be  signed  to  the  paper  marked  "I?'' — A.  No,  sir: 
I  do  not. 

Q.  You  are  considerably  interested,  naturally,  in  this  submarine 
matter,  aren't  you? — ^A.   i  es,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  his  resolution  February  20  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  not  a  letter  written  on  the  same  dav  attract  your  atten- 
tion when  you  received  it? — A.  I  do  not  recall  having  noticed  the 
date.  We  usually  do  not  pay  attention  to  dates  on  letters.  I  assume 
that  they  have  been  written  a  day  or  two  before  when  I  cut  them 
open. 

Q.  If  you  happened  to  cut  it  open  on  the  1st  of  April  you  would 
not  assume  it  nad  been  written  on  the  20th  of  February,  would 
you? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Then  if  there  had  been  any  wide  discrepancy  between  the  date 
of  the  letter  and  the  date  when  you  opened  it,  would  it  attract  vour 
attention? — ^A.  It  might,  and  I  might  not  have  noticed  it.  I  have 
suggested  that  I  noticed  one  such  letter. 

Q.  Was  that  any  of  these? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  to  have  received  any  letter  in  which  the 
writer  said  he  could  not  give  more  detailed  information  for  fear  of 
losing  his  position? — A.  I  think  I  recollect  that  statement. 

Q.  About  how  long  ago  did  you  receive  a  letter  containing  that? — 
A.  There  is  absolutely  nothing  to  connect  the  date  with  mv  mind. 

Q.  Is  that  the  letter  in  which  it  was  stated  ? — A.  I  could  not  say 
that. 

Q.  Read  it  and  see. — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Can  you  now,  after  reading  it,  tell  me  is  it  there  or  isn^t  it? — 
A.  It  is  there. 

Q.  Then  that  is  a  letter  you  remember  receiving? — A.  There  is 
another  letter,  I  think,  with  the  name  cut  out  with  a  knife.  I  think 
there  was  a  similar  statement  in  it. 

Q.  Have  you  that  letter? — A.  I  imagine  it  was  ^^^th  these.  I 
don't  know  where  it  is  if  it  is  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  letter  that  had  anything  else  about  the 
pneumatic  tube? — A.  I  have  just  read  that,  there. 

Q.  That  is  the  letter  marked  ''E.''  Did  you  ever  read  anything 
about  the  pneumatic  tubes  before  3'ou  read  it  here  to-day? — A.  I 
could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  that  letter  before  you  saw  it  here  just  now? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  ago  did  you  see  it? — A.  I  can  not  give  you  the  date. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  that  letter  marked  ''Exhibit  G''  before  I 
showed  it  to  you  here  at  the  table  ? — A.  If  that  is  the  same  letter  that 
came  into  our  office  signed  ''A  Constituent. '^ 

Q.  That  is  a  letter  Mr.  Lilley  handed  in  here. — A.  That  is  the  same 
letter  I  have  seen. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  that  letter  signed  ''A'^  before  I  showed  it  to 
you  to-day? — A.  I  remember  such  a  letter  signed  *'A.*' 

3.  Did  you  ever  see  this  paper  dated  Flushing,  March  31,  before 
ay? — ^A.  I  am  not  so  certain  about  this  letter. 

Q.  This  letter  marked  '* Exhibit  I,''  dated  March  20,  dated  Wash- 
ington, did  you  ever  see  that  before  I  showed  it  to  you  to-day? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  four,  then,  you  are  positive  that  you  have  seen  before? — ' 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  discrepancy,  you  are  positive,  between  the  dates 
of  the  letters  and  the  dates  of  their  receipt  as  to  attract  your  atten- 
tion?— ^A.  Nothing  attracted  my  attention  at  the  time. 

Q.  Now,  were  you  accustomed  to  receiving  anonymous  communica- 
tions; is  it  an  everyday  matter? — A.  Since  the  resolution  was  intro- 
duced I  have  an  impression  we  have  received  half  a  dozen  or  so  in 
addition  to  these.  I  think  there  was  one  with  the  name  cut  out  with 
a  knife. 

Q.  You  have,  then,  received  a  great  many  anonymous  communi- 
cations?—A.  Half  a  dozen,  my  impression  is,  or  more. 
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Q.  There  are  five  here. — A.  I  think  you  have  all  of  them,  unless 
it  is  that  Other  letter. 

Q.  Three  of  these  are  anonymous  only.  Two  are  signed.  Where 
are  the  other  anonymous  communications  you  have  received  if — 
A.  They  must  have  been  thrown  into  the  wastebasket,  probably,  if 
th^  are  not  brought  here. 

Q.  Why  did  you  keep  some  and  throw  the  others  away? — ^A.  My 
impression  is  that  all  of  them  were  kept^  unless  they  are  downstairs 
now.       » 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  find  out. — ^A.  I  just  said  that  you 
had  them  all. 

Q.  Your  impression  is  we  have  them  all  except  there  are  some 
downstairs  that  have  been  thrown  into  the  wastebasket. — A.  And 
the  one  I  mean  having  the  name  cut  out. 

Q.  Where  is  that  letter? — A.  I  don't  know\ 

Q.  Is  there  any  way  we  can  find  out  whether  they  are  in  the  room 
downstairs  or  the  wastebasket? — A.  I  put  those  in  one  box.  If  we 
have  other  anonymous  letters  I  can  fina  them,  probably. 


Q.  In  some  box? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 


Will  you  produce  those? — A.  They  are  downstairs  in  Mr.  lil- 
ley's  desk. 

Q.  In  this  building? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  ^Vhen  did  you  receive  the  first  anonymous  communication? — A. 
I  can  not  place  the  date. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  before  the  resolution  was  introduced  f — ^A. 
I  have  no  such  recollection  of  such  a  letter. 

Q.  Then  the  very  first  anonymous  communication  that  you 
received  would  not  attract  your  attention  at  all? — ^A.  Why,  I  have 
already  stated  that  the  letter  aroused  some  curiosity  as  to  the  name, 
but  I  can  not  place  the  date  at  all. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  to  place  the  date.  But  a  letter  that  con- 
tained the  name  of  sucn  a  justly  celebrated  and  distinguished  church 
officer  as  I  have  now  named  a  moment  ago  would  attract  your  atten- 
tion, would  it  not  ? — A.  It  would  attract  my  attention  at  the  time. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  of  these  communications  that  you  received, 
or  was  it  not?^A.  It  is  my  impression  that  that  was;  Tam  not  posi- 
tive. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  on  earth  about  which  you  would  be  positive  ? — 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ? — A.  Ten  cents  and  a  dime,  ten  times  ten  is  a  himdred, 
or  any  exact  science. 

Q.  Then  the  only  thing  you  are  positive  about  is  figures? — A.  There 
are  some  other  things. 

Q.  Tonnage,  and  so  forth? — A.  I  have  studied  philosophy  a  Uttle, 
and  I  am  positive  of  my  existence  and  those  things. 

Q.  But  in  the  matter  of  memory  you  are  not  positive  about  any- 
thing except  figures? — A.  It  depends  upon  what  part  of  positivene'ss 
you  refer  to.     My  system  of  memory  is  correlating  ideas. 

Q.  Correlate  some  now.  Correlate  some  idea  between  this  letter, 
for  example,  marked  '^Exhibit  E " A.  I  have  already  testified 

Q.  Will  you  just  correlate  this  letter  with  the  envelope  in  some 
way  and  tell  us  where  it  is? — A.  I  have  already  testified  upon  that. 
I  have  testified  that  I  usually  throw  the  envelopes  into  the  waste- 
basket as  soon  as  I  get  a  letter. 
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Q.  A  letter  like  this,  the  first  anonymous  communication  you 
received,  would  you  not  have  turned  the  letter  to  note  the  post- 
mark 1 — ^A.  I  would  not;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  show  any  curiosity  about  the  envelope  ? — ^A.  I 
don't  think  so;  he  never  does. 

Q.  He  never  does? — A.  He  never  does. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that? — A.  I  am  positive  about  that. 

Q.  I  am  glad  to  get  one  thing  you  are  positive  about.  Isn't  it  a 
fact  that  there  never  was  any  envelope  for  that  letter? — A.  I  do  not 
see  how  you  arrive  at  that  conclusion. 

Q.  I  am  trying  to  see  if  you  can  be  positive  on  anything. — ^A.  You 
are  a  Congressman,  and  you  are  perfectly  aware  that  forty  or  fifty 
letters  or  more  are  received  daily,  and  you  cut  the  letters  and  throw 
the  envelopes  into  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  But  if  I  received  one  that  was  not  in  an  envelope  I  would  remem- 
ber it,  I  think. — A.  It  simply  did  not  impress  itself  upon  my  memory; 
that  is  the  difference. 

Q.  You  say,  then,  it  would  not  impress  itself  upon  your  memory  to 
receive  a  letter  of  this  character  uninclosed? — ^A.  It  never  came  unin- 
closed. 

Q.  Then  are  you  positive  whether  it  came  in  an  envelope? — A.  I 
testified  that  it  did,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection  now? — A.  The  best  of  my  recollection 
is  that  the  letter  came  in  with  other  letters. 

Q.  When? — A.  Back  of  the  1st  of  April,  the  early  part  of  March,  is 
my  impression,  or  earUer  than  that. 

Q.  Earlier  than  the  1st  of  March? — ^A.  I  did  not  say  that. 

Q.  What  did  you  say? — A.  I  say  that  my  impression  is  that  this  let- 
ter came  before  the  1st  of  April  and  in  the  latter  part  of  March  or 
earlier  than  that. 

Q.  You  are  positive  somewhere  around  within  five  or  six  weeks,  are 
you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  you  did  not  receive  that  as  early  as  the 
1st  of  February? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  you  did  not  receive  it  as  late  as  the  1st  of 
April? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  you  did  not  receive  it  as  late  as  the  15th  of 
March? — A.  I  could  not  state  that  definitely. 

Q.  The  figure  on  this  is  February  20.  Can  you  be  positive  whether 
you  received  it  anywhere  near  about  that  time? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  have 
already  said  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  dates  of  letters.  I 
simply  assume  they  have  oeen  written  the  day  before  they  come  in. 

Q.  When  you  answer  a  letter  do  you  say,  ''Your  letter,  which  I 
assume  to  have  been  written  within  a  day  or  two?" — A.  When  I 
answer  letters  I  do. 

Q.  You  do  not  look  at  the  date  of  the  one  you  are  replying  to? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  say,  **Your  letter  of  the  20th  received  ? '' — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
usually. 

Q.  How  do  you  get  the  date  of  it  without  looking  at  the  letter? — 
A.  Well,  when  the  letter  is  replied  to — that  letter  never  had  a  reply. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  letter;  it  contains  very  unusual  names. 
At  least  one  very  illustrious  name.     It  did  not  attract  so  much  of 
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your  attention,  even,  that  you  looked  at  the  envelope  or  postmark 
of  it?— A.  No.  . 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  postmarked  in  this  city  or 
not? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  showed  this  to  Mr.  Lilley  did  he  betray  any  sur- 
prise or  curiosity  about  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Lilley 
saw  it  in  my  presence  or  simply  looked  it  over  in  the  bundle. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  about  it? — ^A.  Not  unless  when  he 
asked  me  for  the  letters.  When  he  looked  them  over,  he  said,  "Get 
out  all  the  anonymous  letters;  I  want  to  bring  them  up  here." 

Q.  How  did  he  know  you  had  any? — ^A.  He  undoubtedly  had 
seen  them. 

Q.  When  he  saw  them  what  did  he  say?  *'Take  this  letter  with 
the  prominent  names  mentioned  in  it"? — ^A.  I  have  no  recollection 
that  he  mentioned  it. 

•  Q.  He  showed  no  surprise  at  all? — A.  I  have  absolutely  no  recol- 
lection upon  that  point. 

Q.  How  long  back  could  you  remember  any  important  event? — 
A.  It  depends  upon  what  you  mean  by  important  event. 

Q.  Anything  a  little  out  of  ordinary.  It  is  not  common  to  receive 
anonymous  letters  in  which  church  dignitaries  are  mentioned,  or 
high  officers  of  the  Government,  is  it?— A.  No,  sir;  I  should  say  not. 
The  fact  that  it  was  anonymous  did  not  impress  me  that  it  was 
important. 

Q.  It  did  not  impress  you  that  the  names  in  there  were  signifi- 
cant?— A.  No. 

Q.  If  it  did  not  impress  you  that  it  was  important  why  didn't  you 
throw  it  in  the  wastebasket  as  you  did  so  much  of  your  corre- 
spondence ? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  stated. 

Q.  You  have  testified  to  throwing  a  good  deal  in  the  waste- 
basket? — A.  I  throw  the  envelopes  in  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  And  the  other  anonymous  letters  you  said ^A.  I  was  simply 

stating  a  possibility. 

Q.  If  tnere  was  a  possibility  of  your  throwing  the  others  in  the 
wastebasket,  why  not  this  one? — A.  The  same  possibility,"  of  course, 
except  for  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been. 

Q.  Then  it  is  possible  tliat  this  letter  may  have  been  thrown  into 
the  wastebasket  ? — ^A.  Perfectly  possible. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  extract  that  from  the  wastebasket? — 
A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  its  having  gone  into  the  wastebasket. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  this  date,  February  20th;  do  you  re- 
member anything  that  occurred  on  that  date  at  all? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Wliat? — ^A.  I  put  a  resolution  into  the  House. 

Q.  How  do  you  happen  to  remember  that? — ^A.  I  have  not  studied 
psychology  sumciently  to  be  able  to 

Q.  Have  you  ever  studied  mnemonics? — ^A.  I  imagine  that  is  a 
part  of  the  system  of  school  training;  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  positive  that  you  are  .not  positive  about  this 
letter?  But  you  are  positive  about  the  resolution? — A.  I  am  pretty 
positive  of  having  seen  it;  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  date  of  its 
receipt. 

Q.  If  you  can  not  remember  positively  within  six  weeks  as  to  the 
date  when  you  saw  this  letter,  how  can  you  remember  positively  as  to 
the  day  and  hour  when  you  drew  that  resolution,  255  ? — ^A.  I  have  no 
opinion  to  form  upon  that. 
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Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  your  opinion. — ^A.  I  am  understanding 
you  ask  me  interpret  psychology;  I  can  not  do  that. 

Q.  Why  not?  I  give  you  credit  for  a  great  deal  of  ability.  Are 
you  then  so  positive  about  having  drawn  that  resolution?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  makes  you  think  you  did? — ^A.  I  have  a  very  distinct 
impression  in  my  mind  of  having  taken  it  over. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  know  that  it  ought  to  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules? — A.  I  didn't  know  anything  of  tlie  kind. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  write  on  the  bacli  of  it  that  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules? — A.  That  was  Mr.  lillev's  direction. 

Q.  Did  he  say  any  reason  why  it  should  be  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee?— A.  Except  that  he  did  not  think  it  would  come  out  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Q.  But  under  the  niles  of  the  House  a  resolution  has  to  go  to  the 
proper  committee  whether  it  ever  comes  out  again  or  not. — A.  I  know 
nothing  about  that. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fact  that  you  did  draw  that  resolution  yourself? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Unaided?- — ^A.  I  have  testified  as  to  that. 

Q.  Testify  now,  if  you  please. — ^A.  I  secured  this  tesolution  form 
over  to  the  House. 

Q.  Unaided? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  alone? — A.  I  typewrote  that  on  Thursdav  afternoon. 

Q.  Go  back  of  that  a  little.  You  typewTote  th?  last  copy,  but  who 
assisted  you  in  the  preparation  of  the  resolution? — A.  Why,  I  beheve 
that  I  took  the  form  of  tliat  over  to  Mr.  Thorajjson,  Senator  Bulke- 
ley's  secretary,  and  asked  him  about  the  form  of  it.  , 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it?-  -A.  Why,  I  think  he  said  it  was  cor- 
rect. He  suggested  the  elimination  of  ''whereas"  in  one  place,  I 
believe. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  go  to  Senator  Bulkeley's  secretary? — 
A.  It  has  been  my  custom  to  go  to  him  when  I  was  not  acquainted 
wath  parliamentary  practice;  he  had  been  General  Hawley's  secretary 
before  he  was  Senator  Bulkeley's. 

Q.  What  question  of  parhamentary  practice  did  you  submit  to 
him? — A.  The  general  form  of  it.  I  drew  it  up  from  the  resolution  I 
had  secured  from  the  document  room  and  I  did  not  know  whether 
the  form  was  correct. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  two  resolutions  on  just  the  same  form? — 
A.  I  do  not  know  just  what  you  mean  by  form. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  asked  him  W'hether  the  form 
was  correct? — A.  Usually  what  I  meant  by  form. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  form  now,  when  I  asked  you  if  you 
ever  saw  two  of  the  same  form? — ^A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  What  two? — A.  The  resolution  which  I  drew,  modeled  on  Mr. 
Hobson's. 

Q.  What  resoluti(m  was  that? — A.  The  resolution  which  Mr.  Lilley 
presented  to  the  House. 

Q.  255  or  264? — A.  This  resolution  calling  for  an  investigation  of 
the  navy-yards. 

Q.  You  drew  that  modeled  on  Mr.  Hobson's? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  draw  255  modeled  on  Mr.  Hobson's  ? — A.  Why, 
had  some  other  resolution,  and  Mr.  Lilley  had  told  me  he  wanted  a 
resolution  drawn  up 
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Q.  What  other  resolution  did  you  have  when  you  drew  up  255  ? — A, 
I  do  not  remember  what  resolution. 

Q.  Try  and  get  your  memory  working  so  that  you  wUl  remember 
some  thmffs  that  I  want  to  know  as  well  as  those  you  wash  to  tell. 
What  resolution  did  you  have  before  you? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  any? — ^A.  No,  sir.  My  impression  is 
that  there  were  two  or  three.  It  may  have  been  simply  one  of  the 
resolutions 

Q.  Upon  what  subject  were  they? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  the 
subjects. 

Q.  Did  you  get  them  from  Senator  Bulkeley's  secretary? — ^A.  I 
had  the  typewritten  copy  all  drawn  up  when  I  took  it  to  Senator 
Bulkelev's  secretary  to  snow  it  to  him. 

Q.  When  was  that? — ^A.  I  can  not  remember  whether  it  w^as  on  a 
Monday  or  Saturday  night;  lay  impression  is  that  it  was  the  Saturday 
night  preceding  the  introduction  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  What  day  of  the  week  was  it  introduced? — A.  Thursday. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  the  young  man's  name  is? — ^A.  Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  Royal,  I  believe. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him? — A.  Since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  When  did  y^ou  first  meet  him? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I 
had  seen  him  before  the  1st  of  December. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  the  first  time? — ^A.  At  Senator 
Bulkeley's  office. 

Q.  Who  introduced  you  to  liim  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Lilley . 

Q.  That  was  about  when? — ^A.  It  was  soon  after  the  opening  of 
Congress. 

O.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  visit? — A.  Mr.  Lilley  simply 
took  me  over  there  and  said:  ^^Conie  in  and  meet  the  Senator's  secre- 
tarv.'' 

Q.  When  did  you  next  see  Mr.  Thompson? — A.  I  have  been  to  the 
Senator's  on  errands  and  one  thing  and  another;  I  can  not  place  any 
time. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  see  him? — A.  I  can  not  state. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  seen  him  from  that  time  to  tliis? — ^A.  Prob- 
ably a  dozen  times. 

Q.  Do  you  see  him  every  week  ? — ^A.  Not  usually.  I  have  not  lately. 
At  that  time  I  probably  saw  liim  every  week. 

O.  Two  or  three  times  a  week? — A.  It  would  not  average  as  often 
as  that  I  do  not  think. 

Q.  How  recently  have  you  seen  him? — ^A.  Two  or  three  weeks,  I 
believe. 

Q.  It  has  been  two  or  three  weeks.  Have  you  seen  him  since  the 
resolution  was  introduced  ? — A.  The  resolution  of  February  20  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  shortly  after  that  did  you  see  him? — A.  It  was  notlung  of 
any  importance 

(J.  How  soon  after  was  it  that  you  saw  him? — ^A.  I  could  not  state 
for  the  reason — I  was  starting  to  explain  why  I  could  not  state. 

Q.  How  recently  had  you  seen  him  before  February  20?—  A.  My 
impression  is  it  was  either  Saturday  night  or  Monday  night. 

Q.  You  mc^ntioned  having  seen  hiin  Saturday  or  Monday.  Did  you 
see  him  between  Monday  and  Thursday  ? — A."  I  have  no  recollection 
that  I  saw  him. 
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O.  Who  was  present  when  you  submitted  the  form  of  the  resolution 
to  him?— A.  I  think  his  assistant  typewriter,  and  I  beUeve  Mrs. 
Armour,  who  was  down  here  in  the  interests  of  a  claim  she  had  before 
the  Government,  was  in  the  room  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  Who  else? — A.  I  think  the  Senator  came  in  just  before  I  went 
out. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  resolution? — A.  He  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  Did  you  conceal  it  from  him? — A.  I  simply 

Q.  Why  did  you  show  it  to  his  secretary  and  not  to  him? — A.  I  was 
just  asking  the  secretary's  advice. 

Q.  Did  you  think  the  Senator's  would  be  fully  as  good? — A.  It 
was  simply  a  matter  of  form. 

Q.  Did  you  not  think  that  the  Senator's  ideas  of  form  were  just  as 
good  as  those  of  his  secretary  ? — A.  Undoubtedly  a  great  deal  better. 

Q.  Then  why  not  consult  the  best  authority? — A,  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  Senator. 

Q.  You  had  met  him,  hadn't  you? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  had.  I 
think  Mr.  Thompson  introduced  me  at  the  time. 

Q.  On  this  occasion  when  Mr.  Lilley  took  you  over  to  meet  the  sec- 
retary, didn't  you  also  meet  the  Senator? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  had  met  him  imtil  the  Monday  before  the  20th  of 
February? — A.  That  is  my  recollection;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yet  you  went  to  his  room  very  frequently  ? — A.  I  understood 
you  to  ask  me  about  seeing  Mr.  Thompson.     I  meant  that. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him? — A.  1  would  run  across  him  in  the 
corridor  and  up  in  his  room.  I  would  go  up  in  the  morning  early 
before  the  Senator  was  in. 

Q.  Why  did  you  take  pains  to  go  before  the  Senator  was  in? — A. 
I  did  not  take  any  such  pains,  except  that  I  took  pains  to  go  before 
Mr.  Lilley  came  in,  so  as  to  be  there  when  Mr.  Lilley  came  m. 

Q.  Why  did  Mr.  Lilley  tell  you  to  submit  this  to  the  Senator's  sec- 
retary?— A.  Mr.  Lillev  had  given  me  general  directions  to  ask  his 
advice  on  anything;  tnat  he  had  been  oown  bere  a  good  many  years 
at  that  time. 

Q.  When  had  he  told  you  that? — A.  That  was  why  he  took  me 
over  to  introduce  me  early  in  December. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  at  tnat  time  to  consult  him  about  all  forms  of 
resolutions  he  offered? — A.  He  suggested  that  Mr.  Thompson  was 
onQ  who  had  been  down  here  and  he  would  be  a  good  one  to  go  to  for 
advice  on  pension  matters  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  advice  did  he  give  you  about  pension  matters? — A.  I 
believe  I  asked  him  how  to  draw  up  bills  ana  present  them. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  you  useci  a  printed  form  in  every  pension 
bill  you  ever  drew? — A-  Yes,  but  I  did  not  know  anything  about  that 
at  tne  time. 

Q.  You  knew  it  when  you  were  drawing  thetn? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  you  did  not  go  to  see  him  every  time  you  drew  a  pension 
bill ;  you  did  not  see  anybody  about  drawing  pension  bills,  did  you  ? — 
A.  Before  February  20. 

Q.  Then,  you  did  not  have  to  ask  his  advice.  Do  you  mean  us 
to  understand  that  in  December,  1907,  Mr.  Lilley  asked  you  to  consult 
Senator  Bulkeley's  secretary  with  reference  to  the  form  of  this 
resolution? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  he? — A.  He  had  given  me  general  directions — I  have 
absolutely  no  recollection  of  his  ever  directing  me  to  Mr.  Thompson, 
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I  went  because  I  was  not  certain  after  having  drawn  it  up  from  the 
House  document. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  draw  House  resolutions  255  and  264  in  the 
same  general  form  so  far  as  it  was  adaptable  to  the  two  resolutions? — 
A.  That  refers  to  the  navy-yard  resolution,  does  it? 

Q.  Yes. — ^A.  Those  resolutions  were  both  drawn  in  the  same 
form,  and  I  submitted  both  of  them  to  Mr.  Thompson,  I  believe,  and 
he  changed  the  one,  or  suggested  a  change  of  ** whereas'*  in  the  body 
of  the  resolution. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  change  he  made?-^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  resolutions  have  you  drawn  aside  from  pension 
bills?  Resolutions,  I  mean. — A.  Two  is  all  I  remember  at  this 
moment. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  House  numbers  of  those? — ^A.  I  can  not 
give  you  them  explicitly.  One  was  dated  Februarj^  20,  and  the 
other  that  of  a  recent  date — last  Saturday. 

Q.  The  one  with  reference  to A.  1" o  the  investigating  of  the 

navy-yards. 

Q.  The  one  Representative  Lilley  read  in  his  speech? — ^A.  Yes;  the 
joint  resolution. 

Q.  I  unintentionally  misled  you,  perhaps,  when  I  said  House  reso- 
lution 264.     Did  you  prepare  that? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  That  was  the  one  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavj^  for  infor- 
mation.— A.  I  believe  I  testined  to  that  the  other  daj  that  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  one  that  jjou  drew  was  joint  resolution  No.  169,  introduced 
April  6? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  legislative  day  of  April  6  and  the  calendar  day  of  April  16. 
Did  you  submit  that  to  Mr.  Tnompson? — A.  That  is  my  recollection, 
that  he  saw  both  of  them.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  read  that  one 
through  or  not.  My  impression  is  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  I 
had  very  little  time  and  the  Senator  came  in  and  I  went  out. 

Q.  Did  you  write  them  both  upon  the  same  typewriter? — A.  I 
have  already  testified  that  I  am  uncertain  as  to  the  (fate  that  machine 
went  to  Waterbury;  that  it  was  either  on  that  machine,  a  sample  of 
the  typewriting  of  which  I  have  submitted  here,  or  the  other  machine 
that  is  at  present  in  the  office. 

Q.  It  was  on  a  Saturday  prior  to  Thursday,  April  20,  that  you 
showed  or  talked  with  Mr.  Thompson? — A.  I  am  not  certain  whether 
it  was  Saturday  or  Monday. 

Q.  Wliat  did  you  show  him  on  that  occasion? — A.  I  had  that 
resolution,  House  joint  resolution,  substantially  as  it  is  there.  I 
believe  it  called  for  three  business  men  at  the  time  instead  of  two 
business  men  and  one  naval  officer.  And  on  the  other  resolution,  for 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Q.  I  get  them  mixed  up;  we  have  so  many  resolutions. — ^A.  The 
other  resolution  was  introduced  February  20,  which  originally  was 
drawn  for  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Xaval  Affairs. 

Q.  In  what  preamble  or  provision  did  it  have  any  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  wordings 
but  ''Whereas  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor,  the 
Holland  Boat  Company,  have  been  guilty  of  reprehensible  practices, 
therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  ^  aval*  Committee  investigate  this 
matter,**  I  believe. 

Q.  Then  you  changed,  did  you,  to  insert  the  Committee  on  Rules 
instead  of  tlie  Committee  on  I^aval  Affairs  ? — A.  That  was  my  under- 
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standing,  which  yon  brought  out  the  other  day,  that  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules  occurred  only  on  the  outside  of  the  paper. 
My  impression  was  it  was  on  the  inside. 

Q.  You  showed  both  these  papers  which  now  constitute  House  joint 
resolution  No.  169  and  House  resolution  255,  you  took  them  at  the 
same  time  to  Mr.  Thompson? — A.  Yes.  As  to  whether  Mr.  Thomp- 
son saw  the  reference  to  Naval  Affairs  Committee  for  an  investigation 
of  the  navy-yards  I  am  not  certain,  but  I  had  them  with  me  at  the 
time. 

Q.  You  only  wanted  to  ask  him  about  one? — A.  No,  sir;  I  wanted 
to  ask  him  about  both,  but  the  Senator  came  in,  it  was  late  in  the 
afternoon,  and  he  had  to  attend  to  some  business  with  his  secretary, 
and  I  walked  out,  and  I  did  not  wait  for  the  other. 

Q.  What  did  the  Senator  think  about  the  form  of  the  resolution? — 
A.  The  Senator  never  saw  them. 

O.  What  did  you  tell  Mr.  Tliompson  you  were  trying  to  accom- 
plish?— ^A.  Why,  I  undoubtedly  told  him*  that  the  purpose  of  it  was 
an  investigation,  and  I  am  not  certain  as  to  what  I  did  say.  I  asked 
if  it  was  correct,  the  form  of  it. 

Q.  He  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  correct  unless  he  knew  what 
your  object  was  ? — A.  We  undoubtedly  had  some  conversation. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  get  at. — A.  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  about  it ? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  could  Mr.  Thompson  have  known  what  you  wanted  or 
how  could  he  advise  you  as  to  the  form  without  vou  told  him  what 
you  wanted  to  do? — A.  I  have  testified  as  to  wKat  I  showed  him, 
which  w^ould  be  the  whole  thing.  If  I  was  able  to  express  myself  in 
clear  English,  he  undoubtedly  saw  what  the  object  of  the  paper  w^as. 

Q.  What  changes  did  he  suggest  ? — A.  I  believe  that  I  have  already 
testified  that  he  suggested  that  the  "whereases"  be  eliminated  and 
incorporated  in  the  body  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  That  would  change  the  form  of  the  whole  thing,  if  you  drop  out 
the  "  whereases  "  and  incorporate  the  subject-matter  of  the  "  whereases 
in  the  resolution  itself. — A.  I  believe  their  opinion  was  that  the 
"whereas"  part  had  become  antiquated  and  it  was  not  in  the  best 
use  now;  that  the  proper  way  was  to  make  it  as  brief  as  possible. 

Q.  Did  he  make  those  corrections? — A.  I  am  not  certain  whether 
he  wrote  it  over  or  wrote  it  on  his  machine.  I  have  a  recollection 
that  at  one  time  he  wrote  something  out  on  his  machine  for  me.  Mr. 
Thompson  could  undoubtedly  tell  that. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  to  call  him  to  find  out  what  vou  remember.  You 
can  tell  us  what  vou  know  about  it. — A.  Well,  1  can  not  state,  I  am 
not  positive  on  that  point. 

Q.  Well,  he  redrafted  the  resolutions? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  draft?— A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
where  those  are.  I  thought  we  might  possibly  have  one  in  some 
drawer,  but  they  undoubtedly  were  thrown  away. 

Q.  W^hat  did  you  do  with  the  draft? — ^A.  I  took  it  back  to  my 
room  and  typewrote  it. 

Q.  Did  you  show  it  to  Mr.  Lilley  ? — A.  That  was  what  I  submitted 
to  Mr.  Lilley  on  his  return,  and  he  suggested  the  change  the  next 
morning. 

S.  Then  what  you  submitted  to  Mr.  Lilley  on  his  return  was  the 
t  prepared  by  Mr,  Thompson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Then  it  was  not  copied  as  you  told  us  the  other  day  from  the 
form  of  any  resolution  you  found  over  in  the  document  room? — ^A. 
Yes,  it  was. 

Q.  What  resolution  did  you  ever  find  in  the  document  room  in  the 
form  of  this  resolution  or  anything  like  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  based  both  of  them  on  Mr.  Hobson's  in  comparison  or  whether  I 
compared  other  resolutions. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  resolution  255,  introduced  Februair  20. 
What  other  resolution  did  you  find  that  bore  the  sh^htest  resemblance 
to  that  ? — A,  Mr.  Hobson's  had  several  whereases  in  it. 

Q.  This  has  no  whereases  at  all. — A.  I  was  discussing  the  one  that 
I  submitted  to  Mr.  Thompson,  which  I  drew  up. 

Q.  The  other  day  when  you  were  on  the  stand  you  did  not  tell  us 
anything  about  Mr.  Thompson  drawing  anything  up.  You  gave  us 
to  understand  that  vou  drew  tliis  form  and  got  it  out  of  the  books. — 
A.  Yes,  I  did.  " 

Q.  You  did  what  ? — A.  I  did  draw  up  the  resolution. 

Q.  This  resolution  as  it  was  introduced? — A.  With  those  changes 
that  I  have  already  suggested  this  afternoon,  that  Mr.  Thompson  sug- 
gested. 

Q.  Then,  as  Mr.  Thompson  changed  it,  it  was  not  like  any  other 
resolution  in  the  books  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  form  of  the  resolution  as  introduced  by  Mr,  Lilley  was  not 
taken  by  vou  from  any  book,  was  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  particular  reason  whv,  in  a  comparatively  little 
matter  like  that,  you  should  not  have  tola  us  in  the  first  instance? — A. 
The  committee  are  aware  from  the  method  in  wliich  they  subpoenaed 
me  that  Mr.  Haynes  came  in  and  I  did  not  expect  to  be  subpoenaed, 
and  had  not  talked  the  matter  over  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  have  to  talk  a  matter  over  before  you  can  tell  the 
truth? — A.  I  usually  have  to  think  a  matter  over  before  I  can  recall 
instances  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  recall  very  well  that  you  drew  it  on  the  20th,  vou  recall  all 
those  details;  is  that  the  result  of  talking  it  over? — A.  TTie  20th. 

Q.  Was  that  the  result  of  talking  it  over  with  anyone  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  do  we  understand,  without  talking  it  over,  you  can  remem- 
ber as  far  back  as  February  20? — A.  An  important  matter  Uke  that. 

Q.  With  whom  have  you  talked  it  over  since,  wlxich  leads  you 
now  to  remember  that  you  took  the  draft  to  Mr.  Thompson? — A. 
Last  Sunday  Mr.  Brown  suggested  that  I  think  everything  over  ver}' 
carefully  and  be  prepared  to  give  as  many  facts  and  dates  as  I  could 
possiSly  remember,  and  I  have  done  so  smce  then. 

Q.  Who  else  was  present  at  that  time? — A.  At  what  time^ 

Q.  Last  Sunday? — A.  It  was  in  Mr.  Lilley's  room. 

Q.  Who  were  there  i — A.  Mr.  Lilley  and  Mr.  Brown. 

Q.  Senator  Brown  and  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Senator  Brown  advised  you  to  tell  the  truth? — ^A.  Senator 
Brown  advised  nie  to  think  up  all  the  details  and  facts.  He  said 
what  a  court  usually  was  after  was  dates,  as  much  as  possible,  and  I 
have  tried  to  think  of  everything  I  could  and  fix  the  dates. 

Q.  You  told  us  when  you  were  on  the  stand  l)efore  that  Mr.  Lilley 
left  Washington  on  the  *13th  of  February^ — A.  That  was  my 

Q.  lie  says  he  left  on  the  r2th.  Have  you  talked  it  over  so  that 
you  are  able  to  tell  us  now  when  he  did  leave  J — A.  From  the  tele- 
gram which  lie  received 
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Q.  Independent  of  the  telegram — when  did  you  see  the  telegram? — 
A.  I  do  not  know.    The  day  Mr.  Lilley  presented  it  here. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  it  before  he  presented  it  ? — A.  I  can  not  state 
dennitely  on  that  pomt. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  the  telegram? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  telegram? — ^A.  Why,  Sunday 
nignt  Mr.  Lilley  dictated  a  letter  to  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel  asking 
them  to  state,  if  possible,  what  date  he  registered  along  about  that 
time,  whether  it  was  the  12th  or  13th. 

Q.  He  dictated  it  to  whom? — A.  To  me. 

Q.  I  thought  you  were  not  a  stenographer? — ^A.  I  wrote  the  letter 
on  note  paper  in  longhand. 

Q.  Then,  before  he  left  he  told  you  to  draw  this  resolution  up? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Having  talked  that  over  and  thought  it  over,  will  you  tell  us 
when  it  was  that  he  told  you  to  draw  the  resolution?— A.  It  was  the 
afternoon — that  is,  I  have  no  way  of  fixing  it  the  12th  except  the 
tel^ram  from  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel. 

Q.  I  do.  not  see  how  that  telegram  from  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel 
showed  the  date  of  the  conversation  between  you  and  Mr.  Lilley. — 
A.  If  you  will  permit  me  to  proceed,  I  will  state  it  was  the  middle  of 
the  afternoon,  and  ray  impression  is  that  he  left  on  the  4  o^clock  train — 
it  was  between  2  and  4  o'clock,  the  afternoon  train,  that  he  left.  As 
for  the  day  of  the  month,  that  is  the  only  way  I  have  of  fixing  the 
date — the  telegram  from  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel. 

Q.  What  day  was  it  he  told  you  to  prepare  this  resolution?— A. 
The  12th. 

S.  What  time  in  the  day? — A.  Between  2  and  4  o'clock — in  the 
die  of  the  afternoon,  some  time. 

Q.  How  long  a  conversation  did  you  have  on  the  subject? — 
A.  Why,  as  I  remember  it,  he  walked  out  once  and  then  came  back 
and  had  decided  to  go  on  a  later  train;  then  he  sat  down  and  he  said 
or  dictated  those  two  resolutions. 

Q.  He  dictated  the  two  resolutions  ? — A.  In  substance. 

Q.  Both  resolutions? — A.  Both  resolutions. 

Q.  Have  you  preserved  those  notes? — A.  Have  I? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  the  notes. 

Q.  Now,  I  do  not  want  any  confusion.  Did  you  preserve  them?  I 
did  not  ask  you  if  you  have  them. — ^A.  I  did  not  preserve  them. 

Q.  What  became  of  them? — A.  I  testified  the  other  day  that  I 
thought  that  they  had  gone  into  the  wastebasket.  They  might 
possibly  have  been  in  the  desk,  but  I  looked  through  the  cfesk  and 
can  find  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  You  did  find  some  notebooks? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  threw  some  in  the  wastebasket? — A.  As  I 
testified,  I  believe  my  recollection  was  they  were  written  on  scrap 
paper,  telegraph  blanks,  or  something,  and  I  just  tossed  them  in  the 
wastebasket. 

Q.  Are  you  accustomed  to  doing  your  writing  on  telegraph 
blanks? — A.  Quite  a  good  deal. 

Q.  Postal  Telegraph  blanks? — A.  Western  Union,  I  believe. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that? — A.  Positive  about  that. 

Q.  You  never  wrote  anything  on  a  Postal  Telegraph  blank,  did 
you? — A.  Not  since  Februarys  20.  » 
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Q.  Go  back  a  little  of  that,  say,  during  the  week  preceding  Febru- 
ary 20. — A.  I  don't  remember  having  seen  a  Pofetal  Telegraph  blank 
which  I  wrote  on  this  winter.  Possibly  I  sent  one  to  A&.  Lilley  on 
the  train,  on  the  Postal,  but  my  impression  is  the  Western  Union, 
though. 

Q.  Then  that  conversation  was  a  very  short  one,  was  it? — A.  Yes. 
sir. 

Q.  What  conversation  had  you  previously  had  on  the  subject^ — 
A.  Absolutely  nothing  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  And  it  only  takes  a  few  minutes  to  prepare  a  resolution  of  this 
importance? — A.  Mr.  Lilley  has  ability  to  say  a  good  deal  in  a  few 
words  at  times. 

Q.  Sometim(\s. — A.  I  lave  experienced  it  at  times. 

Q.  Then  he  told  you  to  consult  with  Mr.  Thompson  about  it? — A. 
Why,  I  luid  had  tJiat  ;^'(Mioral  direction  given  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Thomp- 
son when  I  was  uncertain.  • 

Q.  On  all  resolutions  ? — A.  WHien  I  was  uncertain  about  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  Thompson  to  find  out  the  cost  of  a  submarine 
boat? — A.  No,  sir;  I  went  to  Mr.  Thompson  to  secure  some  Senate 
documents  at  one  time  that  bore  on  this. 

Q.  He  told  you  at  this  interview  to  consult  Mr.  Thompson  about 
this  form,  didn't  he? — A.  I  have  no  recollection. 

Q.  I  think  you  have  a  little  recollection;  I  do  not  know  as  it 
improves  mucli. — A.  I  have  tried  to  think  it  up,  but  I  can  not  posi- 
tively state  he  mentioned  ^lv.  Thompson 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  he  mentioned  the  resolution  at  all? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  •  What  makes  you  so  positive  about  that? — ^A,  I  have  no  opinion 
to  offer. 

Q.  What  was  the  date  of  it? — A.  I  have  given  the  reasons  for 
placing  the  date,  because  he  left  upon  the  train  that  afternoon. 

S.  Can  not  you  iust  as  well  fix  it  that  that  was  the  day  that  he 
you  to  see  Mr.  Thompson  about  the  form  of  it? — ^A.  I  have 
alreaij^  explained  the  general  relation  between  Mr.  Thompson  and 
myself. 

Q.  Answer  my  question. — A.  I  am  trying  to. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  he  did  not  on  that  day  that  he  told  you  to 
get  up  the  resohition,  suggest  that  you  see  Mr.  Thompson  about  the 
form  of  it? — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  that  at  all. 

The  chances  arc  that  he  did,  aren't  they? — ^A.  You  are  just  as 
able  to  infer  as  I  am.     I  have  no  recollection. 

Q.  If  I  had  as  poor  a  recollection  I  do  not  know  what  I  mi^ht  infer. 
What  did  Mr.  Thompson  say  about  the  resolution? — A.  Well,  he 
said  that  the  ''whereases''  were  antiquated. 

Q.  What  else  did  he  say? — A.  I  recall  nothing  else. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  poUcy  of  the  thing  at  all? — A.  He 
made  no  comment  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  It  made  no  impression  on  him? — A.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon 
and  he  wanted  to  get  out. 

Q.  He  is  not  subject  to  impressions  late  in  the  afternoon? — A.  When 
a  man  is  busy  about  his  own  especial  affairs  he  can  not. 

Q.  What  ciid  he  say  about  the  policy  of  such  an  investigation? — A. 
I  do  not  remember  anything. 

Q.  Didn't  he  say  you  had  better  see  somebody  about  it  first? — ^A. 
I  recall  no  such  words. 


well' 
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Q.  Are  you  positive  that  he  did  not? — A.  I  have  absolutely  no 
recollection  of  what  he  did  say,  aside  from  what  I  have  already  testi- 
fied to;  so  I  did  not  testify  as  to  whether  he  did  or  did  not  say  any- 
thing. 

Q.  Your  recollection  is  absolutely  positive  as  to  everything  that 
occurred  on  the  20th  of  February  and  on  the  12th  of  February,  but  not  as 
to  anything  that  occurred  in  between  those  two  dates;  is  that  what  you 
mean  us  to  understand? — ^A.  That  is  not  the  point  at  all.  The  point 
is,  you  state  something  which  I  have  absolutely  no  recollection  of 
having  occurred.  You  ask  me  if  I  will  swear  tliat  it  did  or  did  not 
occur.  I  am  not  willing  to  swear  that,  because  Mr.  Thompson  is 
better  able  to  give  you  the  information  positively. 

Q.  Then  tell  us  what  did  occur  from  the  time  that  you  opened  the 
door  of  the  room  and  saw  Mr.  Thompson  until  the  time  that  you  went 
out. — ^A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  was  in  conversation  with  Mrs. 
Armour.     I  walked  over  to  the  other  table 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mrs.  Armour? — A.  She  has  been  in  our  com- 
mittee room.     Mr.  Lilley  introduced  a  bill  in  her  behalf. 

Q.  You  remembered  her  and  her  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  remember  that  he  was  in  conversation  with  her? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  remember  that  it  was  about  pension  matters? — A.  I  think 
it  was  in  regard  to  this  bill  for  relief.  I  did  not  hear  the  conversa- 
tion. 

Q.  Go  on. — A.  I  sat  down  and  waited  and  aftier  that  at  some 

foint  he  turned  and  said,  ''  Is  there  anything  that  I  can  do  for  you  ?'* 
submitted  these  two  resolutions  and  asked  him  if  they  were  in 
proper  parliamentary  form  for  presentation  to  the  House,  and  he 
suggested  the  changes,  and  I 

Q.  He  sat  down  and  drafted  a  new  form  for  one  of  them? — A.  I 
would  not  be  certain,  I  think  he  did,  he  either  marked  it  on  the  form 
or  wrote  it  out  on  his  machine.  And  as  for  the  other  resolution, 
while  he  was  working  on  that,  the  Senator  came  in  and  he  was  busy 
with,  the  Senator,  and  the  Senator  asked  him  some  question,  and 
then  I  left. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  Senator  ask  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  jrou  hear  what  he  answered? — ^A.  I  did  not  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  that. 

Q.  Of  course  we  could  call  Mr.  Thompson,  but  we  do  not  want  to 
take  up  more  time  with  an  unnecessary  ^vitness,  and  you  just  tell  us 
the  ^conversation  that  occurred  between  you  and  Mr.  Thompson. — 
A.  I  have  already  told  you  what  I  recoDect. 

Q.  Was  that  all  you  said,  ^'See  if  these  are  right,"  and  then  he 
sat  down  and  redrafted  it  for  you? — A.  Of  course  there  is  a  possi- 
bility he  said  other  things,  but  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  anything  that  you  said? — A.  No;  I  could  not 
place  any  words. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  who  was  going  to  introduce  the  resolution? — 
A.  Why,  he  understood  that. 

Q.  How  did  he  understand  it? — A.  I  was  Mr.  Lilley' s  secretary. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  Mr.  Lilley  was  going  to  introduce  it? — ^A.  I 
don't  remember  having  said  that. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  nim  under  that  impression? — ^A.  I  think  he 
would  have  got  that  impression. 
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Q.  He  did  not  seem  surprised  at  all,  did  he  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember 
that  he  did.  He  has  been  down  here  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  he 
would  not  be  surprised. 

Q.  He  would  not  be  surprised  at  anything? — A.  Verv  likely  not. 

Q.  The  draft  which  he  made,  did  it  provide  that  the  investigation 
should  be  conducted  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  did  it  get  changed  to  the  Committee  on  Rules? — ^A.  I 
submitted  the  draft  which  I  had  typewritten  over  again  to  ilr. 
Lilley  upon  his  return  probably. 

Q.  Wliv  did  you  re  type  write  what  Mr.  Thompson  had  prepared; 
was  not  his  draft  good  enough? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  he 
typewrote  it  or  not. 

Q.  If  you  do  not  remember  that,  how  do  you  remember  that  you 
re  typewrote  it? — A.  It  is  my  recollection  tliat  I  submitted  a  clean 
copy  to  Mr.  Lilley. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it? — A.  Why,  he  took  it. 

(J.  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  Swallowed  the  dose? — A.  No;  I 
think  he  read  it  over. 

Q.  I  asked  you  what  he  said  about  it. — ^A.  Nothing  that  I  remem- 
ber. 

Q.  You  think  he  said  nothing?  How  did  you  come  to  change  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules? — A.  I  think  that  was  the  next  morning. 

Q.  What  morning  was  this  that  you  submitted  to  him  the  form  of 
bill  as  prepared  by  Senator  Bulkeley's  secretary? — A.  It  was  between 
the  date  of  his  return  and  the  morning  of  Thursday. 

Q.  When  did  he  return? — ^A.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  on  Tuesday, 
I  believe.     You  have  it  in  the  record. 

Q.  I  want  to  get  it  in  the  record  from  your  memorjr.  I  do  not 
want  to  stop  to  look  through  the  record  to  find  anything  you  can 
tell  me  just  as  well. — ^A.  I  nave  no  way  of  fixing  tne  dat«s  except 
from  the  record. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  morning  it  was,  then?  What  change 
was  made  in  it  after  Senator  Bulkeley's  secretary  prepared  the  d/aft? 
What  change  was  made  in  it  after  that? — ^A.  May  I  look  at  the 
resolution? 

Q.  No;  just  tell  me  without  looking  at  it. — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  With  whom  else  did  you  talk  about  it? — ^A.  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  having  conversation  with  anyone. 

Q.  To  whom  else  did  you  show  it? — ^A.  When  I  left  the  room  here 
last  Friday  Mr.  Wallmo  said  he  had  seen  a  copy  of  it  in  my  room 
either  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Q.  Before  it  was  introduced? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Wallmo,  of  the  Spencer-Wallmo  newspaper  syndicate? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  he  saw  it  at  that  time,  who  showed  it  to  him? — ^AT.  I  do  not 
remember  my  having  shown  it  to  liim.  I  had  written  some  copies 
and  they  were  Ij'ing  there  on  the  desk. 

Q.  Little  unimportant  matters  like  this  you  leave  lying  around? — 
A.  There  was  no  reason  for  concealing  it  that  I  knew. 

Q.  What  day  was  this  that  he  saw  it? — ^A.  Wliy,  his  impression  is 
that  it  was  Monday. 

Q.  It  was  introduced  Thursday  ? — A.  It  was  introduced  Thursday. 
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Q.  How  do  you  suppose  it  did  not  happen  to  get  into  the  news- 
papers? Mr.  Wallnio  is  a  pretty  active,  energetic  newspaper  man, 
isn\he? — A.  Yes;  but  the  newspaper  men  make  it  a  very  stror^ 
point  of  honor  not  to  release  a  thing  until  it  is  printed. 

Q.  That  is  quite  true  when  it  is  given  to  them  under  such  condi- 
tions, but  if  it  is  just  lying  around  loose  and  they  pick  it  up,  then 
there  is  no  point  of  honor  involved  in  it. — A.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  vou  gave  it  to  him  on  condition  that  they 
would  keep  it  and  not  release  it  until  it  was  presented  ? — ^A.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  recall  giving  it  to  any  newspaper  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  tnat  they  all  had  it  several  days  before  it  was 
introduced? — A.  I  know  nothing  of  tjie  kind. 

Q.  How  many  copies  of  it  did  you  make?— A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  make  more  than  one  ? — A.  I  could  not  state. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  made  more  than  one  copy  or 
not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  just  said  there  were  several  copies  lying  around  your  oflBce. 
Who  made  them? — A.  Probably  there  were  some  carbon  copies, 
and  this  redraft,  as  I  remember,  was  changed  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  When  vou  got  the  matter  completed,  how  many  copies*  did  you 
make? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  usually  make  a  carbon  copy  for  refer- 
ence, and  there  undoubtedly  was  one. 

Q.  Didn't  you  make  40  or  50  copies? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  make  ? — A.  I  have  already  testified  I  may 
have  made  two,  but  I  have  no  recollection  as  to  the  number. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  give  to  Mr.  Neff?— A.  Mr.  Neff  never  saw 
the  resolutions. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  he  did  not? — A.  That  is,  in  my  presence,  or  by 
my  knowledge  at  all. 

Q.  Might  ne  have  been  as  likely  to  have  seen  it  in  your  office  as 
Mr.  Wallmo? — A.  I  don't  remember  of  his  having  been  in. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  of  Mr.  Wallmo  having  been  there,  either, 
do  vou? — A.  I  am  pretty  certain  he  was.  He  usually  comes  in 
daily. 

Q"!  Mr.  Neff  comes  in,  doesn't  he? — ^A.  Mr.  Neff  had  not  been  in 
at  that  time. 

Q.  Never  had  been  in? — A.  He  had  been  in  a  few  times,  but  I  am 
certain  that  he  had  not  been  in  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  his  office,  haven't  you? — A.  At  that  time? 

Q.  You  have  been  in  his  office?— A.  I  do  not  understand.  Is  it 
''have"  or ''had?" 

Q.  Had  been? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  were  vou  first  in  his  office? — A.  Why,  I  think,  on  the 
Wednesday  night  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Judson  came. 

Q.  Wednesday  night. — A.  I  believe  he  wanted  my  assistance  in 
dictating  some  stuff. 

Q.  Had  not  you  helped  Mr.  Neff  do  the  figuring  on  the  resolution 
that  Mr.  Lilley  introduced  on  February  27  ?  You  had  not  helped 
on  that  at  all  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  help  him  do  some  figuring  as  to  the  cost  of  sub- 
marine boats;  didn't  you  work  together  on  that? — A.  At  that  time 
I  did  not. 
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Q.  When  did  you?— A.  That  was,  I  think,  on  a  Sunday  before  it 
was  submitted  here;  on  a  Thursday. 

Q.  Before  which  was  submitted  ?— A.  As  it  appears  in  Part  IV. 
It  was  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  before  it  was  submitted  to  this  com- 
mittee— the  matter  wliich  appears  in  Part  IV  of  the  record  in  refer- 
ence to  the  cost  of  submarine  boats. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  House  resolution  264  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  has  some  figures  in  it  about  the  profits. — A.  I  never  knew 
about  those. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  testified  that  you  assisted  in  preparing  the  figures. — 
A.  The  figures  at  the  time  he  was  talking  about  referred  to  tbis  part 
which  is  subqiitted  to  this  committee  and  printed  in  Part  IV  of  the 
record.  His  testimonjr  was  that  I  helped  prepare  the  figures  which 
were  in  House  resolution  264,  and  I  thinK  it  was  dated  originally 
February  22.  It  was  prepared  before  that  time.  I  was  in  here  at  the 
time  and  Mr.  Lilley  was  confused  as  to  which  matter  you  were  refer- 
ring to  at  the  time,  and  it  was  explained  the  following  day. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  day  that  you  were  up  in  the  office  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company?— A.  I  remember  no  time  before  that 
Wednesday  evening  that  Mr.  Judson  and  Mr.  Brow^n  were  here,  and 
they  wanted  me-  to  go  over  and  lielp  prepare  matter  that  they 
wanted  to  dictate. 

Q.  You  had  been  there  before,  hadn't  you? — ^A.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  ever  having  gone  into  his  office  before  that. 

Q.  You  had  no  recoflection  that  Mr.  Neff  had  ever  been  in  yours  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Neff  had  been  in  our  office. 

Q.  Didn't  you  go  back  and  see  Mr.  Thompson  after  Mr.  Lilley  told 
you  to  change  it  so  that  the  investigation  wpuld  not  be  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  Mr.  lilley  corrected  the  draft 
himself. 

Q.  Corrected  the  draft  liimself  ? — A.  Changed  it  around. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  Mr.  Thompson  about  it  afterwards? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that?- -A.  Positive  about  that. 

Q.  Didn't  you  show  it  to  him  as  Mr.  Lilley  had  changed  it  around  ? — 
A.  I  remember  Mr.  Thompson  commenting  after  it  came  out  in  the 
paper  that  it  had  been  changed  since  he  drew  it. 

Q.  Did  he  find  any  fault  about  it? — ^A.  I  did  not  ask  him  whether 
his  pride  was  w^ounded. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question  I  asked  you,  exactly. — ^A.  No,  sir;  he 
did  not  find  any  fault. 

Q.  As  the  resolution  was  originally  drafted  by  him,  what  was  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  do? — A.  It  was  to  investigate  the 
methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor,  the  Hol- 
land Boat  Company. 

Q.  Why  was  it  that  in  preparing  the  resolution  you  restricted  its 
terms  so  strictly  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  That  was  as  Mr. 
Lilley  directed  me. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  that  feature  of  it  over  with  Mr.  Thompson  at  all? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  recollection  otherwise  than  what  I  have  testi- 
fied to  with  Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Thompson  this  was  the  idea? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  no  recollection  about  it. 

O.  Have  you  axij  recollection  that  Mr.  Lilley  did  tell  you  at  all  to 
so  araft  the  resolution  as  to  confine  the  investigation  to  the  Electric 


HEARINGS  ON  HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288.  .     1659 

Boat  Companv? — A.  I  remember  his  telling  me  to  draw  up  a  resolu- 
tion to  investigate  the  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and 
their  predecessor,  the  Holland  Boat  Company. 

Q.  JDid  he  tell  you  what  the  object  or  it  was? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  did. 

Q.  Their  methods  concerning  what?  Manufacture  of  boats? — ^A. 
As  far  as  I  remember,  methods  m  relation  to  past  and  proposed  legis- 
lation before  Congress. 

Q.  It  read  that  way? — A.  It  read  that  way;  I  think  that  is  as  he 
dictated  it.  That  is  the  way  I  drew  it  up,  anyway,  and  that  was  the 
idea  he  wished  to  have  me  incorporate. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  making  it  broad  enough  to 
include  any  other  submarine  company? — ^A.  I  nave  no  recollection 
of  such  a  statement. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  make  it  broad  enough  to  include  other  com- 
panies)— ^A.  When  1  have  a  direction,  I  try  to  give  what  is  wanted. 
?;.  And  you  do  not  go  beyond  the  direction?— A.  Usually  not. 
he  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  11  o'clock 
Monday  morning,  according  to  the  announcement. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  imtil  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Mon- 
day, April  27,  1908.) 
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Q.  When  did  you  ?— A.  That  was,  I  think,  on  a  Sunday  before  it 
was  submitted  here;  on  a  Thursday. 

Q.  Before  which  was  submitted  ?— A.  As  it  appears  in  Part  rV'. 
It  was  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  before  it  was  submitted  to  this  com- 
mittee— the  matter  which  appears  in  Part  IV  of  the  record  in  refer- 
ence to  the  cost  of  submarine  boats. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  House  resolution  264? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  has  some  figures  in  it  about  the  profits. — ^A.  I  never  knew 
about  those. 

Q.  Mr.  Lilley  testified  that  you  assisted  in  preparing  the  figures. — 
A.  The  figures  at  the  time  he  was  talking  about  referred  to  this  part 
which  is  subipitted  to  this  committee  and  printed  in  Part  IV  of  the 
record.  His  testimony  was  that  I  helped  prepare  the  figures  which 
were  in  House  resolution  264,  and  I  think  it  was  dated  originally 
February  22.  It  was  prepared  before  that  time.  I  was  in  here  at  the 
time  and  Mr.  Lilley  was  confused  as  to  which  matter  you  were  refer- 
ring to  at  the  time,  and  it  was  explained  the  following  day. 

Q.  A\Tiat  was  the  first  day  that  you  were  up  in  the  office  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company?— A.  I  remember  no  time  before  that 
Wednesday  evening  that  Mr.  Judson  and  Mr.  Brown  were  here,  and 
they  wanted  me-  to  go  over  and  help  prepare  matter  that  they 
wanted  to  dictate. 

Q.  You  had  been  there  before,  hadn't  you? — ^A.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  ever  having  gone  into  his  office  before  that. 

Q.  You  had  no  recollection  that  Mr.  Neff  had  ever  been  in  yours  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Neff  had  been  in  our  office. 

Q.  Didn't  you  go  back  and  see  Mr.  Thompson  after  Mr.  Lilley  told 
you  to  change  it  so  that  the  investigation  wpuld  not  be  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — A.  Mr.  Lilley  corrected  the  draft 
himself. 

Q.  Corrected  the  draft  himself? — A.  Changed  it  around. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  Mr.  Thompson  about  it  afterwards? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that? — A.  Positive  about  that. 

Q.  Didn't  you  show  it  to  him  as  Mr.  Lilley  had  changed  it  around  ? — 
A.  I  remember  Mr.  Thompson  commenting  after  it  came  out  in  the 
paper  that  it  had  been  changed  since  he  drew  it. 

Q.  Did  he  find  any  fault  about  it? — A.  I  did  not  ask  him  whether 
his  pride  was  wounded. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question  I  asked  you,  exactly. — ^A.  No,  sir;  he 
did  not  find  any  fault. 

Q.  As  the  resolution  was  originally  drafted  by  him,  what  was  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  do  ? — ^A.  It  was  to  investigate  the 
methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor,  the  Hol- 
land Boat  Company. 

Q.  Why  was  it  that  in  preparing  the  resolution  you  restricted  its 
terms  so  strictly  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — ^A.  That  was  as  Mr. 
Lilley  directed  me. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  that  feature  of  it  over  with  Mr.  Thompson  at  all? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  recollection  otherwise  than  what  I  have  testi- 
fied to  with  Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Thompson  this  was  the  idea? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
have  no  recollection  about  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  that  Mr.  Lilley  did  tell  you  at  all  to 
so  draft  the  resolution  as  to  confine  the  investigation  to  the  Electric 
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Boat  Companv? — A.  I  remember  his  telling  me  to  draw  up  a  resolu- 
tion to  investigate  the  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and 
their  predecessor,  the  Holland  Boat  Company. 

Q.  JDid  he  tell  you  what  the  object  or  it  was? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  did. 

O.  Their  methods  concerning  what?  Manufacture  of  boats? — ^A. 
As  far  as  I  remember,  methods  in  relation  to  past  and  proposed  legis- 
lation before  Congress. 

Q.  It  read  that  way? — A.  II  read  that  way;  I  think  that  is  as  he 
dictated  it.  That  is  the  way  I  drew  it  up,  anyway,  and  that  was  the 
idea  he  wished  to  have  me  incorporate. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  making  it  broad  enough  to 
include  any  other  submarine  company? — A.  I  nave  no  recollection 
of  such  a  statement. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  make  it  broad  enough  to  include  other  com- 
panies?— ^A.  When  1  have  a  direction,  I  try  to  give  what  is  wanted. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  go  beyond  the  direction?— A.  Usually  not. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  11  o'clock 
Monday  morning,  according  to  the  announcement. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  xmtil  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Mon- 
day, April  27,  1908.) 
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^  House  of  Representatives, 

Monday y  April  27,  1908, 

The  committee  met  at  11.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  Hon.  Henry  S.  Boutell 
(chairman)  in  the  chair. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  we  will  proceed  with  the  demand 
upon  Mr.  Lilley  for  his  letters  and  copies  of  letters  as  set  forth  in 
^    the  recmest  of  the  committee  last  week. 

Mr.  ^ROWN.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  list  of  written  evidence  or  papers 
prepared  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  w^ere  with  a  request 
that  all  papers  that  were  included  in  the  list  should  be  produced 
before  the  committee  for  their  examination  for  such  suosequent 
action  as  their  examination  might  induce  them  to  take.  They  are, 
letter  from  Mr.  Goff  to  Mr.  Lilley;  letters  from  Mr.  Lilley  to  Mr. 
Goff.  All  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  IJlley  to  any  persons  connected 
with  Connecticut  newspapers;  also  Webster's  notebooks;  stenog- 
rapher's book  of  stenographic  notes;  all  Mr.  lilley's  letters  and 
copies  referring  to  the  House,  its  officers,  or  this  committee,  relating 
to  the  investigation  since  February  1,  1908. 

As  to  the  firat  request  for  the  letter  of  Mr.  Goff  to  Mr.  lilley,  and 
the  answ^er  prepared  by  Mr.  Webster,  as  appears  in  the  testimony, 
I  have  to  say  tnat  we  are  ready  to  comply  with  that  request  of  the 
committee,  and  I  have  with  me  the  original  letter  of  Goff  to  Lilley 
and  a  copy  of  the  answer.  I  will  produce  them  now  if  the  committee 
so  desire. 

(Two  papers  produced  and  handed  to  the  committee.) 

As  to  the  other  papers  referred  to  in  this  req^uest,  I  desire  to  offer 
to  the  committee  some  reasons  why,  in  my  judgment,  Mr.  Lilley 
will  be  justified  in  not  acceding  to  your  request.  The  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  under  which  this  committee  is  acting 
is  in  the  following  terms: 

Whereas  Mr.  Geoi^e  L.  Lilley,  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  on 
his  responsibility  as  a  member  of  this  House,  before  the  Committee  on  Rules,  has, 
among  other  things,  stated  in  substance  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  their  predecessors,  the  Holland  Boat  Company,  have  been  engaged  in 
efforts  to  exert  corrupting  influence  on  certain  Members  of  Congress  in  their  legislative 
capacities,  and  have  in  fact  exerted  such  corrupting  influence:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
made  by  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  said  company  and  of 
Members  of  Coneress  with  respect  to  legislation,  and  that  said  committee  shall  have 


authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  take  testimony  in  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  either  oefore  the  full  committee  or  any  subcommittee 
thereof.  Said  committee  shall  report  as  speedily  as  possible  with  such  recommenda- 
tion, if  any,  as  to  the  committee  shall  seem  meet. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  had  the  right  to  appoint  this 
committee  and  to  clothe  it  with  the  powers  which  the  resolution 
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which  I  have  read  purports  to  give  it;  that  this  committee  has  the 
power  to  inquire  into  matters  emoraced  in  the  resolution,  and  in  order 
to  make  that  inquiry  effectual  has  the  right  to  compel  the  production 
of  oral  or  written  evidence  legitimately  bearing  upon  these  questions, 
I  do  not  contest.  My  sole  purpose,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
will  be  to  satisfy  this  committee  that  the  written  evidence  which  you 
have  asked  Mr.  Lillev  to  produce  does  not  bear  upon  the  questions 
into  which,  under  this  resolution,  you  are  to  make  inquiry — that  is, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  act  of  Congress,  they  are  not  pertinent  to 
the  inquiry,  i  ou  will  see,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  limited  myself  in 
this  description  to  very  narrow  limits.  I  start  with  the  assumption 
that  if  ilr.  Lilley  has  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control  any  of 
the  written  evidence  included  within  the  reciuest  which  is  pertinent 
to  the  inquiry  which  you  are  conducting  under  this  resolution  of  the 
House,  the  committee  has  a  right  to  compel  its  production. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Suppose  that  Mr.  Lilley  by  some  act  of  his  has 
impeded  the  securing  of  evidence  that  would  be  called  for  from  this 
inquiry;  have  we  not  the  ri^ht  to  examine  into  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  tliink,  Mr.  Stevens,  that  that 
would  constitute  a  new  request  for  different  information  from  that 
embraced  in  this  recjuest  that  has  been  made,  if  I  understand  your 
questions  properly,  and  I  would  rather  confine  myself  to  the  issues 
that  are  raised  by  tliis  request  for  certain  specific  papers.  That 
matter  you  speak  of  might  justify  an  oral  inquiry,  sometninff  of  that 
kind,  because  I  do  not  know  what  you  have  in  mind.  I  would  prefer 
to  confine  myself  to  matters  that  are  relevant  to  the  request  that 
was  made  the  other  day.  With  all  due  respect  to  the  members  of 
the  committee,  I  would  like  to  answer  any  questions  that  they 
would  put  to  me,  but  I  would  prefer  to  confine  my  attention  to  this 
particular  reauest. 

You  will  onserve,  gentlemen,  that  the  request  is  in  very  general 
terms.  Let  me  take  it  up  item  by  item.  Letters  to  Lathrop.  Let- 
ters to  Latlirop  may  have  been  business  correspondence,  may  have 
related  to  social  matters,  or  any  of  the  thousand  or  million  things 
that  Mr.  Lilley's  relations  to  Mr.  Latlirop  might  make  the  subject 
of  tliis  communication.  All  of  those,  without  discrimination,  Mr. 
Lillev  is  asked  to  produce. 

All  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  IJlley  to  any  person  connected  with 
Connecticut  newspapers.  We  have  again  a  very  general  request 
which  may  cover  papers  having  nothing  to  do  with  tliis  inquiry  and 
relating  to  social  matters,  or  to  political  matters  in  his  own  State,  or 
to  any  other  of  the  thousand  other  things  that  my  imagination  does 
not  enable  me  to  call  your  attention  to  at  this  moment. 

Also  Mr.  Webster's  notebooks  which  may  cover  the  dictation  of 
any  letters  written  for  any  purpose  to  any  person,  counsel,  or  anv- 
body  else,  stenographer's  notenook  of  the  stenographer.  I  would 
sayjthe  same  tiling  in  regard  to  that. 

All  Mr.  Lilley's  letters  and  copies  referring  to  the  House,  its  offi- 
cers, or  this  committee,  relating  to  the  investigation,  since  Febniarv 
1,  1908. 

Mr.  OLMSTED.5,There  was  some  testimony  which  led  us  to  ask  for 
those  notebooks  of  Mr.  Webster's  and  the  stenographer's  notes.  Is 
it  not  pertinent  for  this  committee  to  incjuire  of  a  witness  and  a^^cer- 
tain  what  correspondence^he' ma5'^have  had  with  any  subniarino 
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torpedo  boat  company  on  the  subject-matter  of  tliis  inquiry  or  con- 
cerning legislation  now  pending  in  Congress? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  shoLild  think,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  member  of 
the  committee^  that  the  inquiry  should  be  directed  to  the  particular 
matter  wluch  it  is  supposed  these  letters  would  bear  upon,  and  that 
that  matter  should  appear  upon  its  face  to  be. within  the  scope  of 
this  inquiry.  -f 

Mr.  Stevens.  Then  get  back  to  that  question  which  I  asked  you: 
If  the  record  showed  that  Mr.  Lilley  by  some  conduct  of  his  ownhad 
defeated  the  securing  of  testimony  or  in  preventing  this  inquiry 
being  successful  in  the  line  that  it  liad  a  right  to  proceed,  have  not 
we  a  right,  as  part  of  that  power,  to  demand  that  testimony?  -^ 

Mr.  Brow^n.  That,  I  think,  will  come  up  an  connection  with  what 
I  was  going  to  say.  Your  suggestion  I  think  I  will  meet  when  I  come 
to  discuss  the  particular  requests  for  letters. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  very  general  language 
used  in  the  request,  and  that  if  everything  comprehended  withm  the 
lan^age  is  to  be  furnished  it  practically  requires  Mr.  Lilley  to  fur- 
nish copies  of  all  his  correspondence,  of  whatever  nature  and  to  whom 
addressed,  from  February  1,  1908. 

That  the  last  request — ^for  letters  referring  to  the  House,  its  officers, 
and  this  committee,  and  relating  to  the  investigation — is  not,  in 
itself,  it  strikes  me,  very  specific;  but  I  am  going  to,  for  the  moment, 
discuss  this  matter  as  if  there  were  a  specific  request  for  copies  of 
letters  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Lilley  referring  to  the  method  of  con- 
ducting this  inquir}'^  and  letters  discrediting  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee. Assummg  that  to  be  the  fact,  and  in  that  connection  I  will 
take  up  also  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Stevens — that  the  committee  ought 
to  have  the  right  to  discover  whether  Mr.  Lilley  has  been  embarrassmg 
this  committee,  or  even  preventing  it  getting  legitimate  evidence  or 
impeding  it  in  securing  it,  which  I  understana  to  oe  the  inquiry — and 
I  take  that  up  together,  because,  as  I  view  it,  none  of  that  informa- 
tion would  bear  directly  on  the  investigation  that  you  are  conduct- 
ing. If  any  letters  have  been  written  disparaging  the  committee  or 
enticising  improperly  its  members,  or  criticising  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.it  does  seem  to  me  that,  even  if  produced, 
would  not  rumish  the  roundation  for  any  report  which  you  are 
endeavoring  to  determine,  but  if  they  were  of  significance  at  all 
would  simply  furnish  the  base  or  foundation  for  proceedings  for 
contempt. 

Now,  if  Mr.  Lilley,  for  instance,  has  prevented  a  witness  from 
coming  here,  what  would  a  court  say?  Would  it  say  that  it  was 
evident  that  a  certain  fact  was  or  was  not  true,  or  would  it  be  impeding 
the  course  of  justice?  What  the  witness  would  sa^r  does  not  appear. 
Suppose  that  a  party  to  a  suit  or  anybody  else  criticised  the  action 
of  a  court;  what  is  the  proceeding?  Punishment  for  contempt.  I 
say,  therefore,  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  evidence  that  you  call 
for,  so  far  as  you  have  specified  it,  would  not  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  investigation  in  any  way  to  discover  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  matters  that  you  are  inquiring  about,  and 
at  most  would  furnish  a  foundation  for  proceedings  to  punish  for 
contempt.  I  do  not  understand  that  this  committee  has  anv  power 
to  pumsh  for  contempt.  If  any  proceeding  is  to  be  had  1  under- 
stand it  must  be  by  the  House  of  Kepresentatives.     If  the^House  of 
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Representatives  should  see  fit  to  initiate  contempt  proceedings,  and 
should  want  the  facts  investi<rated  by  the  committee,  it  would 
appoint  a  new  committee,  would  it  not,  and  would  commission  it  to 
discover,  for  the  benefit  of  the  House,  the  facts  bearing  upon  that 
question  of  contempt.  I  do  not  see,  inasmuch  as  this  committee 
has  not,  as  I  understand  it,  the  power  to  punish  for  contempt,  and 
inasmuch  as,  speaking  disparagingly,  if  it  has  been  done,  has  no 
direct  bearing  upon  whether  corrupt  motives  has  been  adopted  by 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  corruption  has  been  rife  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Let  me  see  if  we  understand  your  position.  That 
if  any  witness  appearing  before  this  committee  refused  to  testify  or  to 
produce  papers  called  for,  and  deemed  by  this  committee  to  be  proper 
and  pertment,  then  this  committee  must  refer  the  matter  to  the 
House  and  the  House  must  appoint  another  committee  to  investigate 
and  determine  whether  or  not  that  witness  is  in  contempt,  and  that, 
therefore,  if  a  dozen  witnesses  or  50  witnesses  should  so  conduct  them- 
selves before  us,  we  would  have  50  committees  investigating  their 
conduct  and  determining  whether  or  not  anything  ought  to  be  done 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  just  that  way.  If  a 
witness  refused  to  produce  evidence  that  the  committee  might  prop- 
erly call  for,  I  understand  there  are  two  remedies.  The  committee 
does  not  act  directly  in  the  punishment  of  the  witness.  It  reports  the 
facts  of  contumacy  to  the  House.  The  Speaker  may  certify  it  to  the 
district  attorney  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  under  the  act  of 
Congress  it  goes  to  a  grand  jury  and  the  man  would  be  indicted,  and 
he  may  be  nned  81,000  and  sent  to  jail  for  one  j-ear.  That  is  one 
remedy.  I  do  not  understand  that  that  excludes  the  power  of  the 
House  to  protect  its  own  dignity.  In  addition  to  that  the  House 
itself  may  take  proceedings  against  a  man  to  punish  for  contempt. 
Those  proceedings  would  be  more  familiar  with  you  than  myself.  I 
simply  suggest  that  if  the  evidence  was  to  be  gathered  by  a  committee 
it  naturally  would  be  a  new  committee.  I  am  not  sure  about  the 
procedure.  All  I  want  to  say  is  that  the  action  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt would  l)e  initiated  by  the  House  of  Representatives  and  not  by 
this  committee.     How  they  would  go  at  it  you  know  better  than  I. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  It  might  be  recommended  by  this  committee  and 
immediately  pavssed  upon  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understand  if  this  committee  were  satisfied  that  there 
was  contumacy  on  the  part  of  any  witness,  it  would  report  that,  and 
possibly  the  speaker  would  certify  it,  imder  the  act,  to  the  district 
attorney  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  addition  to  that,  I  under- 
stand it  can  be  done  as  the  Supreme  Court  has  said,  the  House  can 
protect  its  own  dignity  by  punishing  for  contempt,  and  the  courts  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  can  j.unish  also  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  two  are  not  double  punishments. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  And  that  contumacy  may  be  referred  to  the  district 
attorney,  and  it  does  not  take  away  any  rights  or  powers  which, 
under  tlie  Constitution,  the  House  itself  possesses. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understand  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  just  that. 
And,  of  course,  it  is  analogous  to  the  power  of  a  court  of  justice.  Sup- 
pose one  of  you  gentlemen  were  sitting  upon  the  bench,  and  while  you 
are  holding  court  one  of  the  parties  stepped  up  to  the  bench  and 
used  slanderous  language  to  you;  if  it  happened  to  be  that  kind  of 


HEABINGS  ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  1665 

language,  as  it  is  in  some  States,  which  constitute  a  criminal  offense, 
would  it  prevent  the  court  from  punishing  by  committing  that  man 
to  jail?  One  is  to  punish  for  a  contempt,  the  other  is  to  punish  for 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  both  proceedings  may  be  had. 
based  on  the  main  facts.  I  think  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unitea 
States  has  said  just  that  in  the  Chapman  case  in  166. 

I  ouffht  to  say  this,  in  justice  to  myself;  I  have  come  here  on  a  hur- 
ried call,  not  expecting  that  this  question  would  come  up.  When  I 
left  here  early  in  March  I  assumed  that  my  connection  with  this  inves- 
tigation was  at  an  end.  I  had  raised  a  question  sitnilar  to  this  one 
when  I  was  here,  and  when  I  went  back  home,  I  did  not  expect  to  have 
anything  more  to  do  with  this  inquiry,  but  I  had  the  curiosity,  for 
general  information,  to  sit  down  for  about  a  half  a  day  and  look  up 
these  questions.  That  examination  brought  to  my  attention  those 
three  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  there  may 
be  more — the  Thompson  case,  the  Kilbum  case,  where  it  was  held  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  that  the  House  had  no  right  to 
inquire  into  private  affairs  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
information  to  perform  some  of  their  legitimate  functions.  The  other 
case,  the  Chapman  case,  where  it  hela  that  the  Senate,  through  its 
committee,  did  have  a  right  to  compel  information  from  a  house  of 
stock  brokers  when  the  question  was  whether  members  of  the  Senate 
had  been  acting  corruptly  with  reference  to  certain  stock.  I  also  read 
the  old  case  in  14  Gray,  which  is  cited  with  approval  in  the  Kilburn 
case.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  savs 
it  fully  approved  of  it,  after  paying  a  handsome  compliment  to  tne 
distin^uisned  Massachusetts  court,  one  of  whose  members  was  that 
great,  just,  and  rugged  character,  Lemuel  Shaw. 

It  is  said  in  this  case  that  this  information  can  be  compelled  when 
it  is  necessary  to  enlighten  either  House  of  Congress  on  a  cjuestion 
within  its  constitutional  powers,  where  it  is  either  acting  or  might  act. 

The  House,  having  before  it  a  bill  providing  for  an  appropriation 
for  submarine  boats,  and  also  having  an  adoitional  provision  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  contract  for  submarine  boats,  and 
that  bill  being  so  framed  that  the  phraseolosy,  in  conjunction  with 
outside  circumstances,  practically,  it  is  conceded,  limited  the  contract 
to  one  company,  that  it  is  to  be  the  sole  beneficiary  of  the  bill  if  it 
became  a  law,'  that  then,  under  these  circumstances,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine how  Congress  mi^ht  properly  act,  and  discharge  its  constitu- 
tional function  of  providing  for  a  navy,  might  properly  within  its 
constitutional  rights  discover  what  methods  were  being  employed  by 
the  beneficiary  of  that  bill  with  the  purpose  or  attempt  to  secure  its 
legislation,  and  whether  Members  or  Congress  had  themselves  been 
acting  improperly  with  reference  to  the  question  of  whether  there 
was  any  Member  of  the  lower  House  who  should  be  disciplined 

Mr.  Stevens.  Is  not  that  rather  broad  ?  The  language  of  the  reso- 
lution is,  ''And  of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  legislation. '' 
Now,  anything  that  concerns  the  action  of  Members  of  Congress  with 
respect  to  that  legislation,  any  act  in  any  way,  would  be  pertinent. 
Now,  if  Mr.  Lilley's  letters  disclose  anything,  any  kind  of  an  act,  that 
intimidated  or  unjustly  or  corruptly  influenced  any  Members  of 
Congress  with  respect  to  that  legislation,  haven't  we  a  right  to  exam- 
ine it? 

Mr.  Brown.  If  you  will  allow  me,  you  interrupted  me  before  I 
had  considered  wnat  I  wanted  to  say.     I  was  speaking,  not  with 
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respect  to  what  the  House  of  Representatives  had  done,  but  what  it 
comd  do.  Having  stated  what  1  consider  it  might  be  fairly  claimed 
to  be  its  powers,  and  the  powers  of  this  committee  can  not  of  course 
be  larger  than  the  lower  House  can  confer  upon  it,  and  they  may  be 
much  narrower,  so  that  having  conceded,  so  far  as  this  discussion  is 
concerned,  that  the  House  possesses  the  power  to  do  it,  I  now  turn 
to  the  resolution  to  see  to  what  extent  it  has  exercised  that  power. 
You  see  what  I  have  in  mind.  So  that  having  made  the  confession, 
I  then  turn  to  the  resolution  and  see  what  it  nas  ordered  this  com- 
mittee to  do.  It  is  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  corrupt  practices  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company]  and  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  Mem- 
bers of  Congress,  two  distinct  branches,  and  possibly  with  two  dis- 
tinct purposes.  An  examination  into  the  methods  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company,  so  far  as  their  attempt  bearing  iipon  the  question  of 
how  Congress  should  legislate,  and  the  action  of  Members  or  Congress, 
if  corrupt,  any  action  bearing  upon  that  and  bearing  upon  the 
question  whether  you  would  allow  them  to  remain  in  your  midst  any 
longer 

Mr.  Stevens.  The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House.  I  am  stating 
the  exact  items  that  have  occuredto  me  as  I  go  along. 

So  I  timi  now  to  the  resolution  itself,  and  properly  claim  that  the 
evidence  you  can  properly  call  for  must  oe  evidence  bearing  upon  one 
or  the  other  of  those  two  things,  and  useful  information  in  respect  to 
one  or  the  other  of  those  two  matters.  Now,  if  I  am  right  thus  far, 
whatever  the  House  might  do  itself,  or  whatever  it  coiSd  authorize 
this  committee  to  do  in  excess  of  what  is  provided  in  this  resolution, 
no  matter  what  it  is,  it  is  not  within  your  powers.  Now,  I  have  had 
read  to  me,  in  reference  to  this — and  I  do  not  say  this  as  evidence  for 
the  committee  to  take  the  facts  from,  but  as  explaining  the  groimd  I 
have  taken  in  advising  my  cUent.  I  nave  had  read  to  me  every  copy 
of  a  letter  which  refers  either  to  this  investigation,  to  any  legislation 
at  any  time  on  submarines,  or  to  submarines,  and  in  my  judgment 
there  is  not  one  that  bears  on  either  of  those  two  matters,  or  is  what 
is  called  in  the  act  of  Congress  "pertinent  to  this  inquiry."  If  it 
does  not  do  that,  no  matter  what  the  phraseology  may  be  or  what 
reflections  may  be  cast,  then  I  say  it  is  not  withm  the  power  of  this 
committee  to  compel  the  production  of  it  in  this  matter,  because  it  is 
not  properly  within  the  scope  of  your  inquiry.  If  it  reflects  unjustly 
upon  any  Members  of  Congress,  or  particularly  upon  the  members  of 
this  committee,  the  mode  of  redress  is  to  report  a  basis  for  contemjjt 
proceedings  to  the  House  and  let  the  House  take  such  action  as  it 
may  see  fit.  More  than  that,  if  there  was  a  letter  bearing  upon  this 
very  subject,  and  the  production  of  it  was  refused,  and  you  knew 
just  what  the  contents  of  the  letter  were,  and  were  perfectly  satisfied 
that  it  would  throw  light  upon  thi3  transaction,  and  was  improperly 
refused,  what  would  you  do  ?  Would  you  report  that  to  the  Speaker, 
and  let  him  certify  it  to  the  district  attorney  and  have  the  naan  prose- 
cuted, or  would  you  attempt  to  prosecute  and  pimish  him?  And 
having  satisfied  myself  that  there  is  no  law  that  authorizes  that — 
and  I  do  not  say  this  for  evidence  to  you 

Mr.  Olmsted.  You  substitute  your  judgment  for  that  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Brown.  But  substituting  my  judgment  for  that  of  the  com- 
mittee, upon  my  own  judgment  I  then  said  to  myself,  suppose  now 
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that  the  committee  had  made  a  report  and  contempt  proceedings 
are  had,  the  act  of  Congress  says  tnat  the  witness  who  refuses  to 
testify  or  produce  a  paper  actually  pertinent  to  the  inquiry;  in  mj 
judgment  or  anybody  eise*s  judgment,  if  he  does  do  that,  then  he  is 
exposed  to  the  penalty  of  $1,000  and  a  year  in  jail,  and  there  is  not  a 
letter  there  that  can  not  be  produced,  if  it  is  necessary  to  produce  it, 
but  any  certain  investigation  would  show  that  in  fact — and  the  law 
punished  the  fact  of  improper  refusal  to  answer,  whenever  there  has 
been  any  refusal  to  disclose  any  evidence  bearing  upon  the  question 
involved  in  this  inquiry.  Now,  on  the  strength  of  my  own  judgment, 
which  may  be  wrong — I  am  not  so  confident  of  it  as  I  was  thirty  years 
ago — ^in  my  own  judgment  of  these  letters,  on  being  shown  and  read 
they  would  not  touch  the  important  fact  within  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution,  they  would  not  throw  any  Ught  whatever  upon  either  of 
those  things  w'hich  are,  I  think,  the  committee  will  agree,  the  only 
ones  you  are  to  investigate. 

;Mr.  Stevens.  Now,  would  not  that  throw  some  light  upon  the 
things  that  might  actuate  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  this 
legislation,  some  of  the  things  outside  of  Congress  that  in  a  wrongful 
way  influenced  Members  to  vote  for  or  against  some  of  the  phases  of 
this  legislation? 

Mr.  Brown.  Let  me  take  an  illustration:  It  has  been  brought 
out  here  that  a  letter  was  written  to  a  Connecticut  man  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Hartford  papers.  Now,  the  man  who  received  that 
private  communication  gives  it  to  the  public  press.  It  is  conceiv- 
able that  that  letter  given  circulation — that  is,  by  putting  it  in  the 
leading  paper  of  Connecticut — might  come  to  the  attention  of  some- 
body having  a  vote  on  this  question  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  can  understand  how  it  might  influence  in  that  way.  But  I  can  not 
imderstand  how  a  private  letter,  even  if  it  were  reflecting  on  the  con- 
duct of  this  investigation,  could  possibly  have  influence  on  the  action 
of  Congress  in  determining  what  oills  should  or  should  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Let  me  ask  you  there.  The  record  shows,  if  1  recol- 
lect, that  there  is  a  newspaper  published  in  Connecticut  in  which  Mr. 
Lilley  exercises  some  influence? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  is  an  assumption,  because  the  family  own  the 
bonds. 

Mr.  Stevens.  His  family  own  the  bonds.  Now,  the  record  shows 
that  he  has  written  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  this  paper  concerning 
this  investigation  or  this  inquiry  in  some  way.'  Now,  it  appears  that 
this  newspaper  has  misrepresented  this  whole  situation  and  has  made 
arguments  and  has  misstated  conditions  so  that  this  misstatement 
would,  if  brought  to  the  attention  of  Members  of  Congress,  have  an 
influence  upon  those  Members  of  Congress  either  for  or  against  some 

E bases  of  this  legislation.  Now,  would  not  that  letter  from  Mr. 
lilley  under  these  circumstances  be  pertinent  to  this  inquiry  as  a 
mainspring  of  that  wrongful  influence  upon  Members  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  can  not  understand,  Mr.  Stevens,  how  it  would  tend 
to  prove  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
or  corrupt  influence  on  the  part  of  Members  of  Congress.  You  see 
I  am  taking  the  resolution  as  defining  the  limits  of  your  power. 

Mr.  Stevens.  That  is  what  I  am  taking. 

Mr.  Brown.  Test  it  by  the  resolution.  A  letter  is  wTitten  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  a  paper  in  which  his  family  is  interested  to  the  extent  that 
they  own  the  Donded  securities  of  the  company. 
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The  Chairman.  Ri^ht  on  that  point,  may  I  interrupt  you,  or 
would  vou  rather  proceed  and  finisn  your  argument  i 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  I  would  welcome  any  interruption.  I  am  making 
no  set  argument. 

The  Chairman.  Of  course  this  request  upon  Mr.  Lilley  was  based 
upon  the  entire  record.  It  was  not  based  in  any  sense  exclusively 
upon  the  point  which  you  have  been  arguinj;^.  Whether  the  docu- 
ment or  letters  wouhl  contain  anything  pertinent  to  the  inquiry  as 
outlined  in  the  resolution,  we  will  put  that  entirely  to  one  side  and 
admit,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument,  that  it  is  immaterial  what 
this  committee  is  examining  into  or  what  there  is  in  the  resolution. 
We  arc  sitting  under  the  authority  of  the  House,  performing  a  func- 
tion for  the  House.  During  the  inquiry  it  appears  that  the  principal 
witness,  who  is  a  member  of  the  House,  has  written  a  letter  reflect- 
ing in  very  grave  terms  upon  the.  character  and  intention  of  the 
committee?  That,  of  course,  is  a  reflection  upon  the  House.  The 
evidence  tends  to  show  that  Mr.  Lilley's  secretary  wrote  the  letter 
and  signed  Mr.  I-iillev's  name  to  it.  This  testimony  seems  to  be 
corrol>orated  by  Mr.  Lilley  ;#  however,  I  would  not  attempt  to  state 
from  recollection  whether  he  swore  positively  that  he  did  not  sign  it. 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  Mr.  Lilley  swore  that  he  did  not  sign  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  the  production  of  that  letter,  wliich  we  will 
now  compare  in  connection  with  another,  suggests  the  importance  of 
seeing  the  10  or  12  or  15  other  letters  which  Mr.  Webster  referred  to 
as  reflecting  upon  this  committee,  but  was  uncertain  whether  he 
signed  Mr.  Lilley's  name  to  all  of  them  or  not  or  whether  Mr.  Lilley 
did.  It  becomes  imjiortant  for  this  reason :  We  have  in  our  possession 
a  letter  which  tells  this  whole  story,  a  letter  directed  to  me  as  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  dated  April  12,  1908,  with  a  memorandum 
under  it,  ^^Dic.  not  read^' — dictated  not  read — signed  ''Georee  L. 
Lilley — Webster."  Now,  there  is  the  way  he  signed  George  L.  Lilley's 
name.  Now,  it  seems  impossible  at  a  casual  glance  to  the  members 
of  the  committee  that  the  man  who  wrote  '*  George  L.  Lillev  "  the 
way  he  did  undoubtedly  write  it  there  has  written  *' George  L.  Lilley" 
on  the  copy.  Is  it  not  impossible  that  the  same  man  could  have  made 
t hoses  ignatures? 

Mr.  Brown.  My  attention  was  called  to  the  similarity  between  the 
signature  made  by  Mr.  Lilley  as  made  by  himself  and  the  signature 
made  by  Mr,  Webster,  and  my  one  purpose  to-da}^  was  that  the  com- 
mittee might  at  once  have  a  chance  to  compare  them  ^^ith  other 
signatures  and  see  whether  there  is  the  similarity.  In  other  words, 
it  was  suggested,  I  think,  that  there  is  a  similarity  between  the  signa- 
tures, and  we  are  perfectly  willing  to  let  them  come  before  the  coni- 
mitt(»e  and  write  **  George  L.  Lilley  "  and  let  the  committee  compare  it. 
In  >:)e  instance  I  do  not  write  my  name  just  the  same  as  in  another, 
and  we  are  perfectly  willing  that  they  should  come  down  and  each 
write  **  George  L.  Lilley'  and  let  the  committee  compare  and  see 
the  resemblance. 

The  Chairman.  Does  not  the  fact  that  this  question  is  raised  on 
this  matter,  a  matter  which  is  not  a  question  of  evidence  but  of 
contempt,  raise  a  basis  which  can  not  be  removed  for  the,  production 
of  the  12  or  15  other  letters  concerning  which  Mr.  Webster  is  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  he  signed  Mr.  Lilley's  name  or  whether  he  signet!  it 
himself^     Here  is  a  letter  over  Mr.  Lilley's  own  signature,  undis- 
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avoweil  by  him,  making  the  gravest  possible  reflection  upon  the 
character  of  this  committee,  which  impHes  a  reflection  upon  the  honor' 
and  integrity  of  the  House.  After  a  month  has  passed  the  secretary 
says  that  he  wrote  it  and  signed  Mr.  Lilley's  name  without  Mr. 
Lilley's  knowledge.  Now,  on  its  being  produced  and  compared  with 
undoubted  signatures  of  Mr.  Lilley's  name  by  Mr.  Webster,  it  appears 
not  to  be  the  signature,  but  an  exact  facsimile  of  Mr.  Lilley  s  own 
handwriting. 

Mr.  Brown.  You  would  not  say  exact  without  examining  it. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  examined  it. 

Mr.  Brown.  Let  them  come  before  the  committee  and  sign  the 
signature  in  the  presence  of  the  committee 

The  Chairman.  To  finish  the  point,  there  are  those  dozen  or  16 
letters  referred  to,  so  that  it  becomes  a  question  not  at  all  whether 
it  is  pertinent  testimony,  but  it  is  solely  a  cjuestion  of  contempt. 

Mr.  Brown.  Do  I  understand,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  situation  is 
that  the  evidence  is  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  gen- 
uineness of  the  signature  and  not  lor  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
reflections  upon  the  committee? 

The  Chairman.  No. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  For  every  purpose. 

The  Chairman.  For  every  purpose  for  which  it  can  be  produced. 
But  the  mere  fact  that  there  was  such  a  lettei,  and  that  Air.  Lilley 
had  knowTi  it  for  a  month,  and  no  steps  were  taken  to  disavow  it, 
and  only  disavowed  after  it  was  inquired  after  under  oath,  and  it  also 
appears  from  the  secretary's  testimonv  that  twelve  or  fifteen  other 
letters  might  be  out,  he  could  not  recall  each — his  recollection  is  very 
poor — and  it  seems  to  be  quite  pertinent  to  find  out  whether  this  is  a 
part  of  the  chain  of  letters  conveying  this  same  source  of  information 
to  people  of  his  acquaintance. 

Air.  Brown.  Then  I  understand  the  committee  would  want  the 
letter,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  whether  the  signature  is  gen- 
uine, but  to  show  the  contents  of  the  letter? 

The  Chairman.  For  all  purposes. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  suggest  it  would  be  very  helpful  to  me  if  the  com- 
mittee would  state  the  purpose  for  which  they  wanted  these  letters, 
and  it  would  enable  me  to  advise  mv  client  more  intelligently  whether 
it  was  his  duty  to  produce  them.  In  the  absence  of  that  information 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  stated,  I 
think  on  Saturday,  that  the  production  of  letters  was  desired  in 
order  that  they  might  be  used  for  all  purposes  the  legitimacv  of  which 
will  be  shown  on  the  record — I  think  that  is  the  substance  ot  it.  That 
statement,  which  was  different  from  what  I  hoped  it  would  be.  has 
left  me  to  evolve  in  my  inner  consciousness  all  the  imaginary  purp  (v^-^s 
for  which  the  committee  could  possibly  use  these  letters. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  sav,  if  there  are  other  letters  conveying 
similar  sentiments  to  those  which  have«been  sent  out,  is  it  not  suffi- 
cient for  us  to  state  the  one  purpose  that  we  want  those  letters  for 
is  to  see  whether  Mr.  Lilley  was  for  several  weeks  in  that  state  of 
mind  toward  the  House,  of  which  he  is  a  Member,  and  toward  the 
committee  investigating  his  charges? 

Mr.  Brown.  If  the  matter  of  discipline  of  Mr.  Lilley  was  before  the 
House,  there  might  be  a  propriety  in  that,  but  the  chairman  has  sug- 
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gested  that  he  will  discard  for  a  moment  the  restriction  of  this  resolu- 
tion; I  can  not. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  admit,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument, 
that  you  made  your  argument  good  for  the  demand  for  these  twelve 
or  fifteen  letters  reflectmg  upon  the  committee.  Is  it  not  pertinent 
to  inquire  into  the  corrupt  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
whatever  work  it  is  doing,  when  it  is  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee  that  the  principal  witness,  who  is  a  Member  of  the  House, 
has  sent  out  such  a  letter  as  this,  or  has  allowed  it  to  stand,  and  that 
there  are  others — does  it  not  become,  in  fact  is  not  the  conmiittee 
bound  to  inquire  whether  the  Member  of  the  House  has  been  for 
some  length  of  time  in  that  state  of  mind  as  is  disclosed  in  that  letter? 
The  committee  would  like  to  have  counsel  to  consider  that  feature 
of  it. 

Mr.  Brown.  Let  me  bring  it  down  to  the  concrete  application. 
You  have  before  you  a  letter  the  cognizance  of  which  the  committee 
naturally  disclosed.  Suppose  that  letter  was  admitted  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  have  been  written  by  him  and  the  signature  to  be  his  own 
general  signature.  You  have  to  give  the  purpose  which  you  are 
going  to  put  it  to  in  this  investigation.  Is  it  going  to  change  your 
opinion  as  to  whether 

Mr.  Olmsted.  We  might  change  our  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of 
Members. 

Mr.  Brown.  Precisely,  but  you  are  not  going  outside  of  this  matter 
into  another  matter  which  the  House  has  not  committed  to  you? 

Mr.  Olmsted.  This  committee  is  charged  with  the  investigation  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  the  conduct  of  Membwers  with 
regard  to  legislation. 

Mr.  Brown.  ''Corrupt  conduct''  is  the  phraseology,  I  think.  I 
apologize  if  I  am  wrong  about  that.  The  language  is  ^*  Electric  Boat 
Company,  at  New  Jersey,  and  their  predecessors,  the  Holland  Boat 
Company,  in  efforts  to  exert  corrupt  influences  upon  certain  Members 
of  Congress  in  their  legislative  capacities,  ancl  have  exerted  such 
corrupting  influence.''  The  action  of  Members  of  Confess  is  only 
statea  inferentiallv  that  the  corrupt  influence  has  been  effectual. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  The  resolution  in  its  preamble  set  forth  that  Mr. 
Lilley  had  stated  in  substance  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and 
its  predecessors  have  been  engaged  in  efforts  to  exert  corrupt  influence 
on  certain  Members  of  Congress  and  have  exerted  such  corrupt 
influence.  Now,  then,  '^Therefore,  be  it  Resolved'^ — this  is  the 
resolution — ''That  a  committee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  charges  made  by  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt 
practices  on  the  part  of  said  company  and  of  Members  of  Confess 
with  respect  to  legislation,  and  that  said  committee  shall  have 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  take  testimony  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  or  elsewhere,  either  before  the  fuU  committee  or 
any  subcommittee  thereof.  Such  committee  shall  report  as  speedily 
as  possible  with  such  recommendation,  if  any,  as  the  committee  shall 
seem  meet." 

Mr.  Brown.  "And  of  Members  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Olmsted.  "And  of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  leg- 
islation." Now,  suppose  it  should  develop  that  this  very  resolution 
of  inquiry  or  investigation  was  itself  offered  with  the  mtention  to 
influence  legislation,  that  the  investigation  should  influence  legis- 
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lation,  as  there  is  some  evidence  to  show.  Is  it  not  competent  for 
the  committee  in  determining  the  conduct  of  Members  in  regard 
to  legislation  to  ascertain  if  we  can  the  motive  for  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution,  the  person  who  may  have  been  behind  it,  and  to 
that  end  is  it  not  competent  for  us  to  ask  for  correspondence  upon 
that  subject? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  suggestion  of  the  member  of  the  committee,  I 
hope  you  wall  pardon  me  if  I  say  is  certainly  ingenious,  but  I  can  not 
agree  with  it,  if  I  may  say  so  without  disrespect  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  How\\RD.  Putting  it  in  a  little  different  view;  would  it  be 
competent  and  within  the  scope  of  this  committee's  investigation  to 
produce  evidence  which  in  itself  tended  to  contradict  or  to  impeach 
the  e\ddence  of  a  material  witness  to  the  substantive  charges? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  been  waiting  for  that;  1  have  been  expecting 
to  be  asked  that  question.  Now,  I  sat  here  the  other  day  and  hstened 
with  interest  to  the  examination  conducted  first  by  Mr.  Stevens, 
I  think,  and  it  seems  to  nie  to  be  bearing  along,  that  line  of  contra- 
diction, or  effort  to  contradict,  to  impair  the  effect  of  the  testimony, 
and  it  went  through  my  mind,  wnat  is  this  proceeding?  Now, 
w^hen  you  go  into  a  court  of  justice,  the  man  who  produces  the  wit- 
ness can  not  cross-examine.  The  other  side  can  break  down  his 
testimony  or  impair  it.  What  is  the  relation  of  this  committee  to 
this  witness  who  was  sworn  under  the  direction  of  the  committee? 
Having  used  him  as  a  witness  can  they  properly  impair  the  credit  of 
his  testimony?  In  other  words,  are  they  the  otner  side?  Now, 
I  don't  know. 

ilr.  Olmsted.   Right  there,  what  do  you  sav  as  to  our  right  to  com- 

Eel  the  production  of  books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the 
■ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company?  They  have  all  sworn  to  the  effect 
that  they  do  not  contain  anything  improper,  and  now  we  have  called 
on  them  for  the  books  at  the  suggestion  of  ^Ir.  I^illey. 

Mr.  Stevens.   Is  there  any  more  than  one  side  to  this  investigation? 

Mr.  Bkown.  I  don't  know  whether  there  is. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  If  we  can  not  get  anything  out  of  them  on  cross- 
examination,  can  we  demand  their  books  at  all? 

Mr.  Brown.  You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  I  have  studiously 
avoided  any  reference  to  the  duty  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to 
produce  their  books,  although  it  is  impossible  to  speak  of  one  case 
without  using  the  principles  ap])lying  to  the  other.  In  other  words, 
the  powers  of  this  investigating  committee  are  the  same  whether 
applied  to  one  or  the  other.  My  purpose  was  to  start  my  case  at 
the  point  of  divergence  where  the  circumstances  in  the  Lilley  mat- 
ter difFered  from  the  circumstances  in  the  lijectric  Boat  matter.  If 
I  had  been  pxivileged  to  take  ])art  in  the  trial  of  the  case  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  look  up  the  matter  carefully  and  address  the 
committee  on  that  matter,  but  I  have  not  done  it  and  I  would  not 
want  to  express  an  opinion,  and  anything  that  I  say  is  confined  to 
Mr.  Lilley's  case,  so  that  that  may  be  understood. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  suggested  the  inquiry  because  it  seemed  to  me 
that  right  there  the  divergence  was  not  clear.  You  suggested  for 
the  calling  of  these  papers  to  break  down  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Lilley  as  on  cross-examination.  Would  not  that  be  equally  true  in 
the  case  of  the  boat  compiinies? 


1672  HEAKING8   ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  rather  take  it  as  directly  applying  to  the  case 
of  my  clients;  I  would  be  rather  kept  out  of  their  controversy.  I 
expected  the  question  to  be  propounded  by  Mr.  Howard,  and  while 
I  do  not  understand,  and  I  do  not  know  w£at  the  nature  of  this  pro- 
ceeding is  and  how  far  the  rules  in  court  are  applicable  to  this  con- 
duct, assuming  that  it  is  hard  for  the  committee  having  examined 
the  witness  to  discredit  the  witness  by  contradiction,  I  say  to  you 
gentlemen  that  I  have  examined  the  letters  with  reference  to  that 
and  I  can  only  give  my  judgment  as  to  what  they  will  show,  and  I 
have  arrived  at  my  conclusion  in  my  own  mind  that  these  letters  dis- 
close nothing  that  would  aflFect  in  any  way  the  testimony  of  ilr. 
Lilley. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Suppose  right  there — Senator  Thurston,  counsel  for 
the  Lake  Boat  Company,  says  that  an  examination  of  the  books  of 
that  company  would  not  disclose  anythin;?  that  the  boat  company 
should  not  have  done,  and  Mr.  Littleton  and  Mr.  Lindsay  say  that  an 
examination  of  the  books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  will  show 
nothing  that  we  have  any  business  with. 

Mr.  Brown.  As  I  have  said,  I  want  to  keep  entirely  clear  of  any 
action  vou  may  take  with  reference  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or 
the  Lake  Boat  Company.  I  am  not  asking  you  to  do  anything  in  that 
respect;  I  simply  want  to  state  my  position  in  reference  to  the  demand 
for  the  letters  of  this  man.  If  my  opinions  are  worth  anything  and 
they  are  right,  of  course  I  expect,  if  you  will  agree  with  me,  m  my  case, 
that  you  are  not  going  to  stand  upon  a  different  assumption  of  law 
in  a  precisely  similar  case  that  can  not  be  differentiated.  I  certainly 
do  not  deny  the  application  of  a  certain  legal  principle  to  another  man 
who  has  a  right  to  stand  on  exactly  the  same  legal  principle. 

The  Chairman.  In  other  words,  you  concede  that  Senator  Thurs- 
ton's opinion  as  to  what  was  in  the  Lake  Company's  books  is  as  good 
as  yours  concerning  what  is  in  your  client's  papers? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  certainly  do  not  concede  anything  about  Senator 
Thurston  or  my  friend  from  New  York.  I  am  trying  to  keep  within 
the  lines  of  my  own  case. 

Mr.  Howard.  Do  I  understand  your  position  to  be  that  on  the 
rule  of  evidence  where  a  partv  calls  a  witness  for  examination,  and 
that  he  is  then  denied  the  privilege  of  contradicting  or  impeaching  that 
witness  unless  he  first  lays  the  foundation  by  snowing  that  he  has 
been  entrapped  by  some  witness  as  to  what  they  expected  to  prove 
by  him? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  say  it  in  a  little  different  way.  I  understand 
the  rule  is  in  accordance  with  this — at  any  rate  that  is  the  rule  with 
which  I  am  familiar — that  when  a  party  produces  a  witness  he  can  not 
impair  the  value  of  his  testimony  by  direct  testimony  to  impeach 
him,  but  that  if  the  witness  is  caught  in  a  snarl  and  lias  put  upon 
him  evidence  that  he  has  every  reason  to  believe  is  contrary  to  what 
that  witness  would  state,  he  has  then  a  right  not  to  produce  evidence 
on  the  impeachment  of  his  own  witness,  not  to  show"  that  his  char- 
acter is  bad,  but  to  show  by  other  evidence  that  the  fact  is  to  the 
contrary.     That  is  the  rule  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  itow^ARD.  The  impeachment  of  character? 

Mr.  Brown.  But  on  the  contradiction  of  facts. 

Mr.  Howard.  And  that  may  appear  in  other  evidence,  or  con- 
flicting evidence  of  witnesses? 
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Mr.  Brown.  It  may. 

Mr.  Howard.  That  is  in  the  interest  of  getting  the  truth.  Conced- 
ing that  that  position  applies  to  a  state  of  facts  given,  let  us  see  if  the 
facts  differentiate  in  any  wise.  For  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  this  contradictory  evidence  of  Mr.  LUlev  could  be  used,  are 
you  not  driven  to  the  whole  resolution,  and  the  whole  resolution  starts 
with  the  preamble,  **  Whereas  the  Hon.  George  L.  Lilley,  on  his  respon- 
sibility as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives'',  charges  so  and 
so,  therefore  it  is  resolved  that  such  and  such  a  committee  be  created  to 
make  such  and  such  an  examination.  Does  not  the  very  wording  of 
the  resolution,  the  words,  take  Mr.  Lilley  out  of  the  category  of  a  wit- 
ness called  by  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  on  his  own  behalf,  and  relieve 
the  committee  of  any  responsibility  for  his  testimony  either  way^ 
and  is  he  not  in  the  position  of  a  witness  called  by  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  in  plaintiff's  behalf  or  his  behalf? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  not  absolutely  unfamiliar  with  the  rules  of  the 
construction  of  statutes,  and  if  my  memory  is  correct,  with  such 
principles  as  I  have  heard  and  am  somewhat  familiar  with,  the  rule  is 
this,  that  the  preamble  has  no  part  in  the  enacting  part  of  the  statute. 
It  is  referred  to  not  to  show  what  enactment  has  been  made,  but  to 
construe  an  ambiguity  that  may  arise  in  the  enacting  part  of  the 
statute.  It  can  not  contradict  the  enacting  part;  it  can  not  add  to  it. 
but  it  may  explain  an  ambiguity.  That  i  believe  is  the  rule  laia 
dow^n  in  the  books  as  to  the  effect  of  a  preamble  in  determining  the 
meaning  of  a  statute. 

Mr.  Howard.  I  agree  with  you  about  that.  But  is  that  the  precise 
question  ?  Are  we  after  getting  the  precise  words  or  enactment  of  the 
law?  Are  we  not  undertaking  to  illustrate  the  purpose,  and  conse- 
quently the  scope  of  the  investigation,  and  in  that  sense  is  the  pre- 
amble essential,  relating  to  it  in  so  far  as  it  tends  to  fix  the  character  of 
the  watness  on  whose  statement  the  investigation  is  offered  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  purpose  of  an  ambiguity  in  the  language  of  the 
enacting  clause  and  the  preamble  will  serve  to  show  what  the  mean- 
ing of  the  enacting  clause  is. 

Mr.  Howard.  It  is  supplying  an  additional  fact,  which  additional 
fact  attempts  to  fix  the  relation  of  A.  B.,  who  happened  to  be  a 
witness  in  the  investigation,  and  determine  his  character  as  such 
witness  to  that  investigation. 

Mr.  Brown.  In  answer  to  that  I  would  return  to  what  I  said;  I 
can  not  see  that  it  enlarges  the  scope  of  the  investigation,  but  I  plant 
myself  squarely  on  the  meaning  of  the  enacting  powers  of  this  reso- 
lution. I  would  like  to  add  to  that  that  I  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  very  question  that  has  been  asked  of  me  by  Mr.  Howard, 
and  I  have  examined  the  papers  with  reference  to  that.  Now,  I 
have  examined  them  with  this  in  mind.  Of  course,  the  committee 
will  not  care  about  what  my  judgment  is  on  the  letters — they  will 
form  their  own  judgment 

Mr.  Howard.  Your  opinion  is  perfectly  good  for  the  purpose  of 
this  ai^rument. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  giving  that  simply  for  the  argument.  I  am 
looking  to  see  where  my  client  would  be  if  proceedings  were  taken 
in  some  form  or  other,  and  I  have  said  this,  if  my  judgment  is  right, 
and  the  papers  are  not  produced,  to  the  party  before  whom  the 
matter  comes,  that  I  would  believe  my  client  was  justified.     I  take 
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the  risk,  or  my  client  takes  the  risk  of  faulty  judgment  on  my  part 
in  not  producing  those  papers. 

Mr.  IIowARD.  Would  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation,  a  cir- 
culation that  included  this  committee's  observation,  which  would 
write  or  print  anything  that  would  be  a  contempt  to  the  committee 

Mr.  Brown.  I  should  Uke  to  look  at  the  Constitution  a  httle  further 
before  I  attempt  to  answer  that.  If  I  remember  the  Constitution,  for 
disorderiy  conauct  on  the  part  of  Members  they  may  be  expelled  with 
two-thims  vote. 

Mr.  Howard.  No;  I  think  my  question  did  not  call  for  that  answers- 
it  is  the  general  proposition,  can  a  newspaper  of  circulation  that  pul> 
lishes  anytliing  concerning  the  committee,  whether  it  would  be  a  con- 
tempt of  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives itself,  if  the  reflection  was  on  the  House  or  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  could  by  its  own  process  get  after  that  newspaper. 
I  do  not  know;  I  have  not  nad  any  occasion  to  examine  that  question. 
There  might  be  some  difficulty  in  making  a  process  reach  for  dis- 
respect to  the  House.  Of  course,  if  it  were  slanderous  it  would  be 
judicial. 

Mr.  Howard.  I  am  trying  to  put  a  concrete  question  about  this 
committee.     I  am  speaking  of  this  committee. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  unable  to  answer  that — I  do  not  know  whether 
the  House  could  proceed. 

Mr.  Howard.  Then  let  me  answer  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at 
my  full  argimient.  Then  if  it  could  be  shown  that  Mr.  Lilley,  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  wrote  letters  w^hich  excited  such  criticisms,  it  being 
agreed  that  the  criticism  amounted  to .  contempt,  that  Mr.  Lilley 
wrote  letters  inciting  it,  if  the  paper  would  be  guilty  of  contempt, 
would  Mr.  Lilley  also  be  guilty  of  tne  contempt? 

Mr.  Brown,  i  have  proceeded  on  the  assumption  that  Mr.  Lilley 
or  anj^body  else,  being  a  Member  of  the  House,  might  be  guilty  of 
contempt;  that  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House  to  punish. 
My  point  has  been,  not  in  this  case,  not  with  tliis  committee,  but 
they  can  not  gather  facts  or  evidence  on  it  without  a  due  commission. 

Mr.  Howard.  Do  I  understand  you  to  state  that  there  are  two 
possible  contempts  on  tliis  committee,  one  created  by  statute  and 
another  inherent  in  its  power? 

Mr.  Brow^n.  I  do  not  call  them  both  contempt;  the  contempt  is 
acted  upon  in  the  House  itself  and  the  other  a  violation  of  the  statute, 
of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HoAVARD.  In  other  words,  you  have  got  a  statute  which  says 
that  the  failure  of  a  witness  to  respond  to  a  legal  process  in  an  inves- 
tigation concededly  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress 

Mr.  Brown.  In  a  pertinent  inquiry. 

Mr.  Howard.  Unquestionably — that  the  failure  to  show  favorable 
response  amounts  to  contumacy  w^hich  the  committee  shall  report  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  necessarily  say  that.  I  admit  that  probably 
the  House  might  certify  under  the  statute  to  the  district  attorney  in 
Wasliins^ton.  To  use  your  own  illustration,  Mr.  Lilley  used  toward 
this  committee  language  which  everybody  concedes  amounted  to  a 
contempt,  a  distinct  contempt,  in  itself  not  legally  different  from  a 
refusal  to  appear  and  testify  in  obedience  to  a  summons,  as  it  is  not 
necessary  to  go  through  some  process  before  pimishment. 
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That  would  be  the  one  thing  I  would  call  contempt;  the  other  is 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howard.  Now,  then,  would  it  be  pertinent  as  connected  with 
this  inquiry  for  this  committee  to  searcn  for  original  or  additional 
evidence  that  such  an  act  was  committed? 

Mr.  Brown.  As  I  understand  the  law  relating  to  contempt,  there 
are  two  kinds:  One  committed  in  the  presence  of  the  court — that  is 
the  one  you  refer  to — subject  to  summary  punishment  by  the  court 
on  its  own  knowledge,  being  an  immediate  commitment  without  call- 
ing witnesses  or  anything  of  the  kind.  That  is  what  is  called  crimi- 
ng contempt.  Now,  there  is  another  kind  of  contempt  committed 
outside  of  the  court  room  and  not  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  either 
actual  or  constructively.  For  that  process  is  required.  The  man 
that  is  charged  with  contempt  is  brougnt  in,  and  he  can  offer  evidence. 
It  is  a  civil  contempt  as  I  understand  the  law,  absolutely  different. 
Now,  on  the  part  of  the  committee  it  is  asked  of  Mr.  Lilley  that  if  this 
letter  refers  to  disparaging  remarks,  it  is  to  show  what?  It  is  to 
compel  him  to  produce  evidence  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  contempt; 
not  to  show  the  contempt,  but  to  produce  evidence  that  he  has  been 
giiilty  of  the  contempt.  I  am  not  going  to  raise  the  fifth  amendment 
m  his  favor.  An  honorable  man  does  not  like  to  have  that  raised. 
I  do  raise  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  about  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  because  I  believe 
it  is  universal  that  it  makes  no  difference  whether  an  officer  is  sent  by  a 
search  warrant  to  take  a  paper  by  force  or  a  subpoena  issued  to  com- 
pel the  production  of  it.  The  law  is  the  same.  1  should  have  stated 
under  the  fourth  amendment,  waiving  the  fifth  amendment,  I  claim 
that  Mr.  Lilley  is  not  liable  to  produce  this  paper.  I  say  it  respect- 
fully, the  power  to  make  him  produce  it  is  not  here  under  the  circum- 
stances, and,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  contents  of  these  letters  when- 
ever produced,  thej  are  not  pertinent  to  this  inquiry.  No  man  Ukes 
to  produce  his  private  correspondence.  Under  the  fourth  amend- 
ment nobody,  no  person's  house,  property,  or  the  contents,  or  what- 
ever a  thing  it  may  be,  is  subject  to  unreasonable  searches  and 
seizures. 

I  expected  to  say  what  I  wanted  to  say  in  five  minutes.  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  been  asked  these  questions.  They  bring  information 
to  me  if  they  do  not  bring  it  back  to  the  committee. 

At  the  expense  of  repetition  I  would  say  that  so  far  as  these  papers 
bearing  upon  the  cjuestion  of  disparaging  remarks  made  about  the 
situation  as  I  view  it  is  this:  Can  a  man  be  compelled  by  the  produc- 
tion of  papers  to  show  that  he  has  been  g:uilty  of  a  contempt  and  to 
show  before  a  committee  that  is  commissioned  by  a  resolution  bring- 
ing it  into  existence  to  inquire  into  certain  specific  matters  not 
relating  to  the  question  whether  a  Member  of  Congress  has  spoken 
disrespectfully  or  the  committee  or  not?  My  contention  is  tnat  it 
can  not  be  done;  it  must  be  done  in  another  way. 

Mr.  Howard.  Your  position  is  .that  it  can  be  done  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  Brown.  Not  with  this  committee.  I  would  not  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  the  House  of  Representatives  could  not  look  into  it. 
That  question  is  not  presented  to  me.  I  am  trying  to  speak  upon 
the  situation  exactly  as  it  exists  as  to  the  powers  or  this  committee 
under  the  resolution,  as  to  the  rights  of  Mr.  Lilley  as  a  Member  of 
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Congress,  or  as  a  citizen,  or  both,  to  decline  to  produce  his  private 
correspondence  and  take  his  chances,  if  the  matter  is  ever  brought  up, 
on  being  able  to  show  that  the  correspondence,  was  not  in  the  lan- 
guage or  an  act  criticising,  which  is  the  same  as  prosecution  of  the 
power  of  Congress  in  ^  matter  pertinent  to  that  inquiry.  I  stand 
on  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Stevens.  We  have  not  the  right  to  impeach  him,  we  have  no 
question  about  that. 

Mr.  Brown.  The  House  of  Representative's,  as  I  understand,  has 
the  constitutional  right,  the  exercise  of  which  functions  are  con- 
trolled by  the  courts  of  justice.  I  understand  a  resolution  was 
introduced  in  the  House  to  discipline  or  expel  any  Member  for  vio- 
lation of  his  duties  as  a  Member  of  the  House 

Mr.  Olmsted.  We  aFe  not  sitting  here  trying  anybody  for  con- 
tempt, nor  under  proceedings  for  expulsion  or  anything  of  that 
kina.  We  are  trying  to  find  out  about  this  Electric  fioat  Company's 
conduct,  to  find  out  all  we  can  about  that,  and  the  motive  under- 
lying the  introduction  of  this  resolution.  Now,  leave  out  the  ques- 
tion of  contempt,  which  is  not  before  us  exactly,  and  any  question  of 
expulsion,  which  is  not  before  us,  and  come  down  to  the  getting  of 
testimony  directly  on  this  matter  that  is  before  us  u»der  this  reso- 
lution. Now,  if  we  have  not  a  right  to  ask  Mr.  Lilley,  who  has  testi- 
fied he  dictated  certain  matters  to  his  secretary  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  if  we  have  not  a  right  to  call  on  him  for  the  matter  re- 
lating to  this  transaction,  how  on  earth  can  we  compel  anyone  else 
to  furnish  us  with  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  question  that  if  Mr.  Lilley  has  anything  in 
the  way  of  documents  in  his  possession  or  his  knowledge  that  per- 
tains to  the  subject-matter  of  this  inquiry,  which  is  corrupt  methods 
on  the  part  of  tne  Electric  Boat  Company  and  corrupting  Members 
of  Congress,  you  have  a  perfect  right  to  compel  its  production. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  He  first  testified  as  to  what  time  he  remembered 
that  he  got  into  communication  with  any  officer  of  the  Lake  Boat 
Company.  Subsequently  there  comes  before  us  a  communication 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  in  which  he  says, 
'*My  constituent,  J.  C.  Lake,*'  who  happens  to  be  the  vice-president 
of  the  company,  "writes  me  as  follows.''  Now, have  we  not  aright 
to  call  for  tne  production  of  that  letter? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  letter  has  been  produced. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  It  has  not  been  produced. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  remember  that  J.  C.  Lake  letter.  Of  course 
the  Lake  Company  stands  before  you  a  little  different  from  the 
Electric  Boat  Company,  because  it  is  not  included  within  the  scope 
of  this  inquiry  except  as  it  is  evidence  of  what  bearing  it  would 
have  upon  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  Members  of  Congress. 

The  Chairman.  If  its  witnesses  sustain  Mr.  Lilley's  charges  of 
excessive  cost. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  on  the  question  of 
cost.  The  other  side  will  probably  talk  about  that.  That  is  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  inquiry.  As  a  matter  of  inquiry,  unless  it 
has  some  bearing  on  the  question  of  corruption,  it  is  not  before  you, 
I  presume  they  will  say.     I  do  not  want  to  mix  into  their  affairs. 

I  do  not  know,  gentlemen,  that  there  is  anything  else  I  have  in 
mind  to  say  why  these  books  should  not  be  produced.     Of  course 
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I  would  like  to  say  that  all  men  like  to  protect  their  private  corre- 
spondence as  far  as  they  can.  whether  it  is  proper  correspondence 
or  improper  correspondence,  and  I  feel  perfectly  justified  in  putting 
up  as  staunch  a  fight  as  I  can  to  protect  Mr.  Lilley's  correspondence 
from  being  subjected  to  the  perusal  of  anybody^  unless  the  interests  of 
justice  require  it,  and  I  think  he  has  a  full  right,  without  any  reflection 
upon  its  members,  through  his  counsel  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  position  that  he  is  not  under  the  law  required  to 
produce  it. 

The  Chairman.  Just  one  final  question.  You  have  in  your  argu- 
ment on  these  facts  as  to  the  bearing  on  it  spoken  very  frankly  about 
the  contents  of  certain  letters  of  Mr.  Lilley's  as  not  containing  matter 
which  was  pertinent  to  this  inquiry.  Would  you  mind  stating  with 
the  same  frankness  how  many  letters  there  are  similar  to  this? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  rather  not  turn  witness  now.  Do  not  take 
as  evidence  what  I  have  said  about  my  judgment.  I  am  simply 
showing  the  reasons  why  I  think  T  can  stand  on  my  position. 

The  CuAraMAN.  I  want  to  know  whether  these  same  reasons  would 
apply  with  equal  force  to  certain  letters. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  In  other  words,  having  volunteered  to  testify  to  a 
certain  extent,  you  prefer  not  to  be  cross-examined. 

Mr.  Brown.  To  save  my  face  I  would  say  anything  I  have  stated 
about  the  contents  of  these  letters  was  not  intended  to  be  evidence, 
and  I  simply  mentioned  it  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  my  position, 
because  I  thought  I  could  justify-  it,  if  their  production  was  to  be 
compelled. 

Or  course  I  know,  to  be  frank,  that  Mr.  Lilley  has  been  dissatisfied 
with  the  examination.  The  committee  have  made  it  very  e\ndent 
that  they  are  not  altoffether  satisfied  with  Mr.  liilley  or  his  conduct, 
and  it  is  not  unnatural  that  Mr.  Lilley  may  have  expressed  himself. 
I  will  not  ask  you,  because  that  would  be  an  affront,  whether  you 
have  expressed  yourselves  of  Mr.  Lilley  in  unflattering  terms.  I  am 
answering  as  best  I  can,  always  with  the  saving  clause,  that  I  am 
speaking  unprepared  upon  these  questions.  If  there  is  any  further 
question  of  tne  committee  I  shall  be  happy  to  answer  it. 

The  Chairman.  We  can  not  let  go  unchallenged  even  the  slight 
remark  of  counsel  with  reference  to  the  attitude  of  this  committee. 
The  attitude  of  this  committee  toward  Mr.  Lilley  is  of  the  utmost  mag- 
nanimity and  the  desire  to  give  him  every  opportunity  to  make  good 
his  charges. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  suggested  it  would  not  be  impossible  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  The  committee  has  not  expressed  itself  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  say  it  would  not  be  unnatural  if  the  committee  was 
dissatisfied  with  his  conduct,  and  for  reasons  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  go  into  I  should  be  sm-prised  if  they  had  not  expressed  dissatisfac- 
tion. I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  or  not,  but  for  me  to  stand 
up  here  and  say  Mr.  Lilley  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  investi- 
gation and  hacf  not  eyer  expressed  dissatisfaction,  it  is  useless  and 
untrue.  That  has  nothing  particularly  to  do  with  this — it  is  merely 
thrown  out  as  showing  that  I  was  not  goin^  to  say  as  a  matter  of 
fact  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  not  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  this  com- 
mittee or  its  conduct.  What  I  say  is  not  evidence.  I  am  giving 
you  my  opinion  of  the  legal  bearing  of  such  papers  that  I  read.  1 
may  be  absolutely  wrong  about  it. 
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Mr.  Stevens.  Isn't  there  anything  in  those  letters  that  interprets 
or  construes  in  any  way  the  chatge  that  he  makes  with  reference  to 
the  special  and  exclusive  contracts,  or  the  demand  for  open  compe- 
tition, or  the  fact  that  the  committee  had  not  pursued  its  examina- 
tion in  a  way  to  develop  that  line  as  he  expected  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  There  is  notliing  in  these  letters,  according  to  my  mem- 
ory, that  in  any  way  contradicts  or  embraces  the  position  on  the  main 
question  that  Jie  has  taken  before  the  committee. 

The  last  part  of  the  question  bears  upon  the  very  matter  I  have 
been  talking  about. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Haven't  we  the  right  to  know  everytliing  that  can 
be  known  fairly  concerning  the  two  branches  of  the  subject  that  is 
before  us  for  investigation^  He  has  charged  certain  tilings;  we  are 
directed  to  investigate  tilings  in  that  line.  Now,  he  has  written  or 
said  concerning  those  tilings  to  outside  people.  Haven't  we  a  right 
to  know  his  attitude  and  his  \iews  in  relation  to  those  two  proposi- 
tions? 

Mr.  Brown.  His  attitude  toward  the  way  the  investigation  has 
be3n  conducted? 

Mr.  Stevens.  Yes;  and  the  facts  he  states  to  outside  people  con- 
cerning those  tilings. 

Mr.  Brown.  You  couple  two  things.  I  would  rather  take  them 
separately.     As  to  whether  he  has  criticised 

Mr.  Stevens.  Itisnot  a  matter  of  criticism;  it  is  a  matter  of  stating 
a  fact. 

Mr.  Brown.  As  to  the  matter  of  stating  a  fact,  connected  particu- 
larly with  the  investigation,  I  should  say  no.  There  is  no  other  thing 
he  has  stated  bearing  upon  it  that  at  all  changes  what  he  has  stated — 

Mr.  Stevens.  Mi^ht  not  the  method  of  conducting  the  investiga- 
tion be  entirel}^  pertinent  as  to  the  way  of  developing  whether  or  not 
there  is  corrupt  action  by  Members? 

Mr.  Brown.  It  might  be.  It  might  be  involved  in  the  resolution. 
As  to  whether  the  facts  are  disclosed  or  not 

Mr.  Stevens.  Then,  if  that  is  true,  why  haven't  we  a  right  to  know 
what  he  has  said  or  done  in  that  connection? 

Mr.  Brown.  How  does  it  bear  upon  the  question  of  corruption  as 
to  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  tne  corruption  of  Members  of  Con- 
gress, or  whether  the  facts  exist?  I  can  not  see  that  it  does.  Of 
course  this  matter  of  searching  for  papers,  or  compelling  the  produc- 
tion of  papers,  it  is  one  of  those  invasions  of  a  man's  privacy  and 
Possession  that  he  opposes  about  as  strongly  as  he  can  anything, 
'ou  will  all  agree  that  on  sending  an  officer  with  a  search  warrant  to 
a  man's  house  to  take  his  private  papers,  he  is  put  on  the  defense  at 
once,  and  compelUng  him  to  produce  them  is  violating  the  fourth 
amendment  exactly  the  same  as  sending  the  man 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  would  Uke  to  ask  whether  you  consider  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution  by  the  House  of  Representatives  was  in  any 
8 3nse  legislative? 

Mr.  Brown.  Of  course  a  good  many  times  in  my  life  I  have  been 
called  to  prove  assertions  I  make  in  behalf  of  my  client,  and  some- 
times I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  to  do  it,  but  I  have  never 
been  called  upon  to  prove  an  admission.  I  admit  that  you  have  that 
power.  Now,  I  am  frank  to  say  that  I  gather  from  the  Chapman 
case,  not  contradicted  by  the  Kilboum  case,  and  I  think  the  New 
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York  case,  which  undoubtedly  will  be  read  to  you,  and  I  think  in  line 
with  the  case  in  14  Gray  and  the  recent  case  in  Kansas,  that  a 
branch  of  a  State  legislature,  or  either  branch  of  Congress,  may  get 
by  compulsory  process  information  to  enable  it  to  discharge  intelli- 
gently its  constitutional  duties  to  legislate  upon  a  particular  matter; 
that  it  has  not  got  to  be  confined  to  expulsion  of  the  Member.  The 
broad  question  is.  Is  this  the  information  which  the  House  ought  to 
have  to  discharge  properly  its  duties? 

Mr.  Olmsted.  You  do  not  quite  understand  my  question.  This  is 
not  a  question  of  the  expulsion  of  a  Member.  Was  not  fhe  process 
of  this  resolution  a  species  of  legislation? 

Mr.  Brown.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  under  the  legislative  power 
that  is  olaced  in  one  of  the  Houses.     It  is  a  sort  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  As  the  resolution  itself  calls  upon  us  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  Members  touching  legislation,  isn^t  it  competent  for  us 
to  ascertain  the  conduct  of  any  Members  which  led  to  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution? 

Mr.  Brow^n.  I  shall  simply  have  to  reply  that  it  may  be  in  the 

?ower  of  the  House,  but  it  has  not  been  delegated  to  the  committee, 
'he  committee  is  tied  up  with  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  But  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  legislation. 
We  are  authorized  and  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  the  conduct 
of  Members  touching  legislation,  nqt  any  particular  legislation,  but 
legislation.  Suppose  we  find,  as  we  have  found,  letters  from  Mr. 
Luley  to  the  Department  soliciting  business  for  the  Lake  Boat  Com- 
pany. Then  suppose  he  testifies  tnat  he  would  not  have  introduced 
this  resolution  except  that  the  Naval  Committee  did  not  act  as  he 
wanted  them  to,  and  he  naturally  wanted  the  House  to  change  the 
action  of  the  Naval  Committee.  Now,  isn't  it  competent  for  us  to  get 
not  only  these  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  any  other 
correspondence  referred  to  in  those  letters  between  Mr.  Lilley  and  the 
oflScers  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company,  or  anybody  else,  bearing  upon  this 
subject?  If  we  can  not  call  upon  Mr.  Lilley  himself  for  sucn  docu- 
mentary evidence,  how^  on  earth  can  we  justify  ourselves  in  calling 
upon  anybody  else? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  say  this  for  you  to  accept  as  a  fact,  but 
as  one  of  the  grounds  of  my  position,  that  after  my  examination  I 
know  of  no  letter  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Was  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Lilley  and 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  between  Mr.  Lilley  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  submitted  to  you  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  made  this  request,  that  any  letters,  any  copies  of 
letters  that  related  to  this  investigation,  to  submarine  legislation, 
or  submarines,  should  be  read  to  me.  Now,  I  do  not  know  whether 
all  letters  have  been  read  to  me  or  not.  I  assume  they  have.  It 
would  be  very  poor  policy  to  deceive  counsel.  Of  course  what  you 
are  asking  for,  ii  you  will  remember,  is  what  is  called  in  court  second- 
ary evidence.  I  do  not  understand  any  effort  has  been  made  to 
i;et  the  original  letters  at  all.  As  far  as  I  know,  all  those  original 
etters  are  m  existence. 

Mr.  Howard.  Secondary  evidence  is  so  abundant  here  that  it 
constitutes  a  staple  of  all  we  have  got. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understand  that  it  is  Mr.  Howard's  judgment 
that  the  committee,  after  this  long  hearing,  has  got*  a  prescriptive 
right  to  that  kind  of  evidence. 
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The  Chairman.  I  will  ask  you  one  question,  so  that  the  record 
may  be  clear.  You,  as  Mr.  Lilley's  counsel,  have  advised  him  not 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  committee? 

Mr.  Brown.  As  a  reauest,  I  have  advised  him  not  to  comply  with  it. 

The  Chairman.  Ana  you  base  your  advice  to  him  on  your  argu- 
ment as  given  this  morning? 

Mr.  Brown.  As  a  response  to  the  subpoena,  for  reasons  I  do  not 
care  to  state  to  the  committee  at  this  time,  but  as  a  request,  getting 
it  just  as  it  is  made,  I  have  stated  in  my  judgment  he  is  not  obliged 
to  do  it.  If  it  was  my  own  case,  I  say  to  you  frankly,  gentlemen,  if 
I  was  in  Mr.  Lilley^s  place  I  should  not  produce  the  papers. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Was  any  letter  submitted  to  vou  from  J.  C.  Lake 
toMr.  Lilley? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  absolutely  unable  to  tell  you. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  We  have  positive  evidence  that  there  was  such  a 
letter. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  absolutely  unable  to  say. 

The  Chairman.  That  we  did  not  include  in  the  list,  because  that 
is  a  letter  he  promised  to  produce. 

Mr.  Brown.  The  original  letters  and  others  were  read  to  me  at 
one  time ;  what  copies  that  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Lilley  were 
read  to  me  at  one  time ;  I  can  not  tell  to  you  the  names  of  the  parties. 
I  would  simply  take  in  the  general  purport  of  the  letter,  and  foDowed 
it  along,  and  all  I  have  is  my  impression  of  the  purport  of  those 
letters.  All  I  wanted  to  know  was  whether  we  could  stand  on  the 
ground  that  they  did  not  in  my  judgment  pertain  to  this  inquiry, 
and  they  have  gone  out  of  my  head  very  largely  except  the  pur- 
port, and  I  won't  saj-  that  there  is  not  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lake  there. 

I  want  to  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  very  patient  attention  you 
have  given  to  this  disconnected  talk.  I  want  to  say  this:  I  recognize 
the  fact  that  this  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate;  that  I  can 
not  come  to  you  and  say,  *'Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  demand  as 
a  right  that  1  have  an  opportunity  to  address  this  committee  on  any 
matter  connected  with  this  investigation."  The  most  I  can  say  to 
you  is,  gentlemen,  I  think  in  the  exercise  of  discretion  you  ought  to 
give  me  an  opportunity,  and  for  allowing  me  to  do  it  in  this  case 
where  my  client  is  a  witness  I  want  to  thauK  you,  and  I  also  thank  vou 
for  the  patient  attention  you  have  given  to  my  illogical  and  rambling 
remarks,  because  I  have  discussed  it  without  any  preparation  and 
without  any  attempt  to  follow  things  in  logical  sequence. 

The  Chairman.  We  are  glad  to  have  heard  you,  and  will  be  glad  to 
hear  any  further  suggestions. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  in  this  way  I  have  covered  the  matters  in  my 
mind  as  opposing  the  right  to  compel  the  production  of  papers. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  Uke  to  ask  Mr,  Lake  if  he  has  complied 
with  any  of  the  subpoenas  duces  tecum.  I  have  reference  particu- 
larly to  the  stock  books.  The  stock  books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  committee  here  several  weeks. 
-*~Mr.  Lake.  I  believe  our  counsel.  Senator  Thurston,  has  agreed,  as 
far  as  the  stock  books  are  concerned,  to  submit  them  to  the  committee 
in  executive  session. 

The  Chairman.  If  you  will  have  them  delivered  to  the  clerk  we 
will  be  glad  to  have  them.  Now,  as  to  the  other  books  and  docu- 
ment called  for  in  the  subpoena  duces  tecum,  particularly  the  ampli- 
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fication  of  the  subpoena  made  at  the  session  last  Saturday,  you  have 
heard  of  that? 

Mr.  Lake*  No;  I  have  not  been  here. 

The  Chairman.  I  telephoned  Senator  Thruston,  .on  behalf  of  the 
committee,  to  be  here  at  2  o'clock  last  Saturday,  and  he  asked  what 
we  desired  his  attendance  for,  and  I  told  him  it  was  to  make  a  formal 
demand  in  reference  to  the  subpoena  duces  tecum^  and  to  add  to  the 
subpoena  duces  tecum  addressed  to  you.  He  said  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  issue  another  subpoena,  but  simply  discribe  what  we 
wanted,  and  it  is  stated  in  the  record  in  full,  it  relates  to  the  books 
showing  the  prices  for  which  all  the  Lake  boats  were  sold  to  foreign 
governments,  and  books  showing  the  division  of  gross  receipts  into 
commissions,  expenditures,  profits,  and  the  contracts  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  all  the  subsidiary  companies  with 
Charles  R.  Flint  and  Hart  O.  Berg. 

Mr.  Lake.  I  prefer  our  counsel  to  answer  in  respect  to  that. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  now  take  a  recess  until  2.30 
p.  m. 

The  committee  met  at  2.30  p.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  is  ready  to  hear  from  you,  Mr. 
Littleton. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
paraphrasing  the  remarks  of  a  distinguished  law;y'er  on  a  ^eat 
occasion,  when  a  modem  mariner  has  been  engaged  for  days  in  a 
tortuous  submarine  voyage  and  for  the  first  time  comes  up  to  the 
surface,  with  his  nostrils  full  of  brine  and  the  flecks  of  foam  about 
his  head,  it  is  natural  to  him  to  look  back  to  the  point  of  his  starting 
and  see  what  course  he  has  been  traveling. 

With  that  iQ  mind,  I  desire  to  read  the  original  resolution  imder 
which  this  investigation  began : 

Whereas  Mr.  George  L.  Lilley,  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
on  his  reeponsibilitv  as  a  Member  of  this  House,  before  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
has,  among  other  things,  stated  in  substance  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  their  predecessors,  the  Holland  Boat  Company,  have  been  engaged 
in  efforts  to  exert  corrupting  influence  on  certain  Members  of  Congress  in  their  legis- 
lative capacities,  and  have  in  fact  exerted  such  corrupting  influence:  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges 
made  bv  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt  practices;  on  the  part  of  said  company  and 
of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  legislation,  and  that  said  committee  shall  haye 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  take  testimony  in  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  eitner  before  the  full  committee  or  any  subcommittee 
thereof.  Said  committee  shall  report  as  speedily  as  possible  with  such  recommenda- 
tion, if  any,  as  to  the  committee  snail  seem  meet. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  occurred  to  the  committee  through- 
out the  investigation  or  not — it  did  not  occur  to  me  until  in  the  latter 
gart  of  these  weeks — but  I  believe  this  is  the  first  occasion  in  which 
bn^ess  has  attempted  to  empower  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  a  private  corporation.  I  believe  it  is  the  first  occasion  in  the 
history  of  investigation  in  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  claimed 
that  the  examination  of  a  private  corporation  could  be  made  a  basis 
of  punishment  for  contempt.  Not  tnat  the  question  is  before  this 
committee  of  contempt  at  all,  but  as  testing  out  the  question  of 
precedent  as  affecting  the  question  of  investigating  a  private  cor- 
poration. If,  for  instance,  we  were  guilty  of  contempt  before  this 
or  any  other  committee,  the  sole  remedy  of  Congress  would  be  that 
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kind  of  punishment  which  the  precedents  and  history  of  Congressional 
investigations  show  they  have  hitherto  administered — that  is,  they 
could  reprimand  the  individual  who  refuses  to  obey  their  mandates; 
they  could  imprison  him,  under  some  of  the  precedents,  for  a  failure  to 
obey  that  mandate.  Viewed  in  that  light,  it  presents  a  singular 
question  in  its  final  and  ultimate  devolution,  as  to  what  could  be  done 
with  a  private  corporation  by  way  of  reprimand  or  imprisonment, 
in  any  form,  so  as  to  make  the  power  of  compulsion  of  any  force  or 
effect  in  an  investigation  conducted  by  a  committee  of  Congress. 
So  that  at  the  outset,  while  I  do  not  lay  any  great  stress  upon  this 
question  here,  the  ultimate  policy  of  Congress  with  reference  to  a 
private  corporation  against  wnom  investigation  is  conducted  or  against 
whose  affairs  a  committee  of  investigation  is  authorized  would  pre- 
sent a  new  and  singular  question  if  it  were  ever  to  reach  the  point 
where  Congress  womd  attempt  to  deal  with  a  corporation  disobeying 
the  order  of  this  committee.  Of  course  it  goes  without  saving  that 
a  corporation  could  not  be  haled  before  the  House;  it  could  not  be 
imprisoned  or  reprimanded ;  no  power  to  fine,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  find,  has  ever  been  exercised  or  attempted;  so  that  you  would 
present  the  first  instance  in  this  particular  case  of  a  private  corpora- 
tion declining  to  obey  a  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  produce  books  and 
papers,  and  being  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
such  proceedings  as  tney  see  fit,  and  the  House  or  Representatives 
remitted  to  one  of  the  two  courses,  of  reprimand  or  confinement  in 
prison — that  is,  leaving  out  of  account  the  prosecution  by  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Of  course  another  question  is  pres'ented,  but  that  is  rather  antici- 
pating the  issue.  A  corporation  can  scarcely  be  guilty  of  contempt 
m  such  a  matter.  It  may  be  guilty  in  some  cases  of  statutory 
crime,  but  to  harbor  a  contempt,  to  entertain  malice,  to  have  a 
design  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  or  obstructing  legislation,  to  do 
any  of  the  things  which  would  call  for  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
power  of  the  lower  House  of  Congress,  would  be  scarcely  within  the 
capacity  of  a  private  corporation,  so  that  it  could  be  guilty  of  any- 
thmg  with  which  Congress  could  deal,  and  it  is  the  only  thing  named 
in  this  resolution.  Its  officers  have  been  upon  the  stand.  Certainly 
they  could  not  be  held  accountable  because  this  corporation  should 
not  bring  its  books  and  papers.  So  that  is  the  point  of  departure  of 
this  particular  investigation — for  I  have  gone  back  as  far  as  1800  to 
find  if  there  has  ever  been  an  instance  of  a  private  corporation  inves- 
tigated by  a  committee  of. Congress  or  cnarged  with  any  offense 
against  Congress  or  of  an  attempt  to  corrupt  Members  of  Congress, 
or  to  do  anything  which  would  entitle  Congress  to  visit  any  penalty 
upon  them  and  find  no  suggestion  that  this  is  not  a  departure  from 
the  ordinary  practice. 

But  in  addition,  this  resolution  does  not  empower  this  committee  to 
do  anything  to  us,  or  to  have  any  <lealing  with  us,  except  in  so  far  as  our 
conduct  has  affected  or  touched  the  lower  House  of  Congress.  In 
other  words,  I  do  not  care  how  unwise  the  conduct  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  has  been,  how  much  of  a  stench  it  ma}'^  have  been  in 
the  nostrils  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  how  disagreeable  it 
may  be  in  its  environment,  how  reprehensible  it  may  stand  out  among 
other  corporations  in  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  care  how  sharply  it  may  be 
criticised  or  how  improper  its  conduct  may  be,  unless  tliat  conduct. 
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corrupt,  reprehensible,  indefensible,  has  reached  the  point  of  affecting 
or  attempting  to  affect  some  Member  of  Congress,  neither  Congress  nor 
this  committee,  in  the  exclusive  tenor  of  legislative  authority  to  which 
it  is  devoted  and  committed  by  the  Constitution,  has  anything  to  do 
with  that  reprehensible  or  corrupt  conduct.  So  that  in  the  analysis 
of  this  resolution  we  are  to  say  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  is 
involved  in  this  investigation,  not  because  on  its  face  the  resolution 
was  an  attempt  to  investigate  the  boat  company,  not  because  in  the 
preamble  to  tne  resolution  there  is  a  charge  that  we  have  been  guilty 
of  exerting  improper  influences  or  in  fact  did  exert  improper  influences, 
not  because  in  tne  Committee  on  Rules  Representative  Lilley  has 
charged  us  and  said  we  had  committed  more  corruption  than  any 
other  corporation  on  earth — none  of  these  things  bring  us  within  the 
range  of  your  authority  or  within  the  purview  of  your  official  criticism, 
nor  bring  us  within  the  reach  of  vour  jurisdiction,  unless  at  some 
point  of  the  corrupt  and  reprehensible  conduct  it  has  touched  and  con- 
taminated or  rendered  impure  or  attempted  to  render  impure  the 
fountain  of  legislation,  of  which  you  are  now  the  protecting  arm  in 
conducting  this  investigation. 

Standing,  then,  with  that  limitation  natiirally  fixed  upon  your 
powers  to  investigate  this  corporation,  there  is  one  other  that  ought 
to  be  stated  so  that  we  may  get  the  definition  of  this  question  down 
to  its  natural,  proper  basis.  You  are  not  particularly,  nor  is  Con- 
gress to-day  empowered,  as  I  understand,  or  authorized,  to  conduct 
an  investigation  of  anything  else  except  the  reprehensible  conduct 
upon  our  part,  or  upon  the  part  of  our  company,  which  has  touched 
at  some  point  and  contaminated,  or  attempted  to  contaminate  at 
some  point,  this  particular  Congress.  You  would  not  be  held  to  take 
over  as  a  heritage  the  corruption  of  ancient  Congresses,  if  there  be 
such.  You  can  not  set  up  a  standard  for  succeeding  Congresses, 
This  Congress  lives  its  biennial  existence  and  passes  away.  Its  mem- 
bership begins  at  its  beginning  and  ends  at  its  ending  so  far  as  its 
official,  concerted  action  is  concerned.  In  old  times  it  was  once  held 
you  might  punish  a  witness  beyond  the  day  when  your  term  ad- 
journed; although  there  was  a  case  of  that  sort,  it  was  overruled, 
and  is  not  held  to  be  authority  any  longer.  Witness  the  fact  that 
your  official  life,  this  particular  Congress's  official  life,  began  with  the 
opening  of  your  Congress  and  ends  officially  with  the  adjournment 
01  your  Congress  at  the  end  of  this  particular  session.  You  can  not, 
fop  instance,  undertake  to  say  whether  some  Member  not  now  in 
Congress  was  guilty  of  corruption  brought  about  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Company.  If  there  be  a  Member  of  Congress  now  who  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress  before  this  particular  Congress  came  in,  this  com- 
mittee as  an  arm  of  the  House  can  not  set  itself  up  to  try  the  mis- 
conduct of  that  particular  Member  of  the  ancient,  anterior  Congress, 
because,  as  I  understand  the  authorities  to  which  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  a  little  later,  it  has  been  uniformly  held  that 
Congress  can  deal  only  with  the  corruption,  misconduct,  or  con- 
tempts of  or  against  its  Members  as  it  then  exists. 

If  I  am  right  in  that  proposition,  then  we  have  that  Umitation  fixed 
upon  this  resolution.  This  committee  is  intent  upon  ascertaining,  so 
far  as  our  side  of  it  is  concerned,  whether  the  corporation,  known  as 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  has  been  guilty  of  corrupting  or  atteinpt- 
ing  to  corrupt  Members  of  this  Congress.     And  upon  this  point  it  is 
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entitled  to  go^  regardless  of  the  strict  limitations  of  court  trials^  into  the 
fullest  investigation  and  the  widest  research  for  any  fact  or  circum- 
stance which  will  tend  to  establish,  not  with  the  convincing  force  of 
legal  principles,  nor  with  the  sufficiency  which  a  court  of  justice  in  the 
ordinary  aaministration  of  the  law  would  require,  but  sufficient  to 
convince  the  body  to  which  you  shall  report,  so  that  it  may  be  able  to 
say,  ''Has  any  Member  of  this  body  done  anything  that  requires  us 
to  exercise  our  authority  either  of  reprimand  or  expulsion;  or  is  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  a  fit  subject  for  any  such  pumshment  ?  Has  it 
been  guilty  of  conduct  in  such  manner  and  under  such- circumstances 
and  with  such  emphasis  and  in  such  contaminating  fashion  as  to 
deserve  it  ?  Has  it  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  our  great  body  so  as 
to  require  us  to  administer  such  punishment  as  we  may  for  that  end?'' 
I  submit  that  these  particular  hmitations  ought  to  be  considered  at 
the  outset  of  this  particular  resolution. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  another  document  which  I  think 
belongs  in  the  argmnent  at  this.particular  point.  Mr.  Rice,  the  presi- 
dent  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  was  served  with  a  subpoena 
duces  tecum  in  which  he  is  commanded  to  produce  before  this  com- 
mittee and  bring  with  him  all  books  of  accounts,  showing  payments 
made  to  attorneys  and  employees  for  work  performed  or  to  be  per- 
formed at  Washington  or  in  any  Congressional  district  of  the  Umted 
States;  also  all  vouchers  covering  expenses  of  that  character;  also  all 
checks,  check  books,  check  stubs,  showing  all  such  checks  issued  for 
such  employment;  also  all  vouchers  and  memoranda  showing  pay- 
ments to  Elihu  B.  Frost  for  expenses  of  every  kind  and  character  at 
Washington  or  elsewhere  in  promoting  the  legislative  enactment  of 
appropnations  and  for  the  procurement  of  contracts;  all  books,  rec- 
oras,  vouchers,  checks,  or  clieck  stubs,  drafts,  or  other  evidences  of 
any  money  contributed  by  Isaac  L.  Rice  personally  to  the  campaign 
fund  of  any  political  party  in  the  United  States;  also  certified  list  of 
all  stockholclers  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  at  the  present  time: 
also  certified  list  of  all  stockholders  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  as  well  as  those  who  have  ever  at  any  time  owned  or  held 
stock  of  either  of  these  companies. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  at  this  point  to  place  this  objection  in 
connection  with  this  subpoena,  which  i  think  I  will  not  be  considered 
hypercritical  in  making  before  the  committee.  And  that  is  that  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  subpoena  calls  upon  us  to  produce  all  books  of 
account  showing  payments  made  to  attorneys  for  work  performed, 
or  to  be  performed,  at  Washington  or  in  any  Congressional  district 
of  the  United  States.  I  challenge  the  right  of  the  committee,  I 
challenge  the  validity  of  the  subpoena  that  makes  such  a  sw^eeping 
and  wholesale  demand  upon  this  company — for  every  contract  with 
every  counsel  that  it  has  in  the  United  States — and  that  is  what  it 
means.  I  challenge  it  upon  the  record,  as  I  understand  to  be  the 
basis  for  this  particular  argument.  I  challenge  it  upon  the  shoeing 
made  by  the  prosecutor,  notwithstanding  tne  declaration  of  Mr. 
Lilley  that  he  is  not  the  prosecutor.  I  challenge  it  upon  any  and  all 
the  statements  that  are  in  this  record;  that  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  validity  of  the  subpoena  can  not  be  sustained  as 
calling  upon  us  with  the  wide  and  sweeping  claim  that  we  produce 
all  of  our  books,  all  of  our  papers,  showing  all  of  our  contracts,  regard- 
less of  whether  they  were  professional  or  unprofessional,  regardless 
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of  whether  they  show  proof  of  guilt  or  innocence,  regardless  of  whether 
they  bear  upon  this  investigation  or  not  in  any  of  the  Congressional 
districts  in  the  United  States.  I  give  my  learned  friend,  Senator 
Thurston,  credit  for  this.  He  was  not  modest  when  he  drew  this 
subpoena  for  Representative  Lilley;  and  wliile  he  might  not  have 
been  possessed  of  the  abihty  to  provide  all  the  rec^uisites  of  the 
subpcena  duces  tecum,  he  manifested  those  characteristics  which  have 
been  more  or  less  manifest  in  Mr.  Lilley  and  our  friends  in  the  prose- 
cution. I  challenge  also  the  requirement  for  the  production  of  all 
checks,  check  books,  check  stubs,  showing  all  such  checks  issued  for 
such  employment. 

The  next  is  a  separate  and  distinct  one,  and  I  desire  to  challenge 
it:  "Also  all  voucners  and  memoranda  showing  payments  to  Elihu 
B.  Frost  for  expenses  of  every  kind  and  character  at  Washington  or 
elsewhere. '*  Tnat  means  anywhere  in  all  the  earth  that  Frost,  in 
his  ramifications,  either  by  cable  or  in  person,  may  have  reached  in 
promoting  the  interest  of  legislative  enactment  of  appropriations 
and  for  the  procurement  of  contracts.  It  is  in  evidence  here  upon 
this  record  that  we  have  procured  contracts  from  Holland,  some  with 
Russia,  some  with  Japan,  and  we  are  identified  with  the  Vickers- 
Maxim  Company,  who  produce  the  submarine  boats  in  England;  this 
subpoena  calls  upon  us  to  show  what  Frost's  expenses  nave  been 
anywhere,  of  every  kind  and  character,  in  the  procurement  of  these 
contracts  and  the  promotion  of  any  kind  of  legislation,  at  home  or 
abroad,  innocent  or  corrupt,  fraudulent  or  fair.  Noavt,  as  against 
that  demand  you  have  the  declaration  by  Mr.  Frost,  after  a  search- 
ing examination,  that  no  Dioney  was  expended  by  him  at  any  time, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  improperly  or  otherwise,  to  secure  a 
legislative  enactment  or  to  bring  it  about  or  to  bear  upon  or  pro- 
duce or  superinduce  it;  wo  have  all  that  here  in  evidence.  I  cnal- 
lenge  the  scope  and  width  and  breadth  of  that  particular  demand, 
and  I  shall  challenge  it  under  authority  to  which  I  shall  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  hereafter:  ^*A11  books,  records,  vouchers, 
checks,  or  check  stubs,  contributed  by  Isaac  L.  Rice  personally  to 
the  campaign  fund  of  any  political  party  in  the  United  States.*' 

It  is  not  charged  in  the  charffes  made^  nor  is  it  claimed  in  the  evi- 
dence produced,  nor  is  it  one  of  the  usual  things  that  float  around  in 
the  vagueness  and  illogical  region  of  rumor,  that  Mr.  Rice  did  not 
have  the  right  to  contribute  to  a  political  party  in  this  countrj^  at  any 
time.  It  is  not  one  of  the  charges  here  that  his  contribution  to  a 
political  party  either  would,  could,  or  had  effect,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  on  anv  Member  of  Congress  of  this  particular  C(mgress.  The 
demand  is  idle,  and  it  only  evinces  the  enthusiasm  and  dash  of  my 
distinguished  friend,  Senator  Thurston,  rather  than  his  regard  for  the 
legal  limitations  of  one  of  these  subpoenas.  The  next  demand  is  for 
our  stock  books.  Those  we  have  turned  over  to  the  committee  and 
they  have  them  now  in  their  possession.  I  want  to  challenge  that, 
and  I  desire  to  submit  to  the  committee  the  authorities  which  I 
think  practically  dispose  of  the  question  of  invalidity,  not  the  tech- 
nical invalidity  but  the  substantial  invalitlity,  of  a  subpoena  which 
is  so  sweeping. 

In  the  case  of  Hale  v.  Henkel,  in  the  201  U.  S.  Rep.,  43,  the  question 
arose  upon  the  refusal  of  Hale — and  my  associate,  Mr.  Lindsay,  tried 
and  prepared  and  presented  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
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United  States — who  had  been  summoned  before  a  Federal  grand  jury 
in  New  York  State  under  a  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  produce  vanous 
papers  named,  including  *'all  understandings,  agreements,  arrange- 
ments or  contracts,  correspondence,  memoranda,  reports  or  accounts 
between  certain  firms."  The  object  of  the  inquiry  was  to  ascertain 
if  there  had  been  a  violation  of  the  antitrust  law.  Hale  appeared 
before  the  grand  jury,  certainly  a  body  at  least  more  diversified  and 
powerful  than  any  committee,  and  being  sworn  declined  to  answer  the 
questions  or  produce  the  papers  called  for — among  other  grounds, 
because  he  was  advised  by  his  counsel  that  he  was  under  no  legal 
obligations  to  produce  anvthing  called  for  by  the  subpcena.  He  was 
reported  to  the  court  ancl  adjudged  to  be  in  contempt.  He  took  out 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  question  finally  reacned  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Among  other  things,  his  counsel  invoked 
the  protection  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  question  of  the  application  of  the 
fifth  amendment,  the  court  held  that  it  did  not  protect  him. 

It  also  held  that  the  witness  could  not  refuse  to  answer  because 
his  answer  might  incriminate  the  corporation  of  which  he  was  an 
officer;  that  he  might  stand  upon  his  constitutional  rights  as  a  citizen, 
but  that  he  could  not  shelter  the  corporation  by  his  refusing  to 
answer.  The  opinion  proceeded  further  and  discussed  the  right  of 
Hale,  the  respondent  or  relator,  to  protest  against  examination  under 
the  fourth  amendment,  and  that  ought  to  be  enlightening  here. 
The  court  held : 

Although,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  an  officer  of  a 
corporation,  which  is  charged  with  a  violation  of  a  statute  of  the  State  of  its  cresLtion, 
or  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  can  not  refuse 
to  produce  the  books  and  papers  of  such  corporation,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  undeistood 
as  holding  that  a  corporation  is  not  entitled  to  immunity,  under  the  fourth  amendment, 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures.  A  corporation  is,  after  all,  but  an  asso- 
ciation of  individuals  under  an  assumed  name,  ana  with  a  distinct  legal  entity.  In 
or^nizing  itself  as  a  collective  body  it  waives  no  constitutional  immunitiee  appro- 
priate to  such  body.     Its  property  can  not  be  taken  without  compensation. 

We  are  also  of  the  opinion  tnat  an  order  for  the  production  of  books  and  papers  may 
constitute  an  unreasonable  search  and  seizure  witnin  the  fourth  amendment.  While 
a  search  ordinarily  implies  a  quest  by  an  officer  of  the  law,  and  a  seizure  contemplates 
a  forcible  dispossession  of  the  owner,  still,  as  was  held  in  the  Boyd  case,  the  subetance 
of  the  offense  is  the  compulsory  production  of  private  papers,  whether  under  a  search 
warrant  of  a  subpoena  duces  tecum,  against  which  the  person,  be  he  individual  or 
corporation,  is  entitled  to  protection.  Applying  the  test  of  reasonableness  to  the 
present  case,  we  think  the  subpoena  duces  tecum  i^  far  too  sweeping  in  its  terms  to  be 
regarded  as  reasonable.  It  does  not  require  the  production  of  a  single  contract  or  of 
contracts  with  a  particular  corporation,  or  a  limited  number  of  documents,  but  all 
understandings,  contracts,  or  correspondence  between  the  Mac  Andrews  &  Forbes  Co., 
and  no  less  than  six  companies,  as  well  as  all  reports  made  and  accounts  rendered  by 
such  companies,  from  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  MacAndrews  &  Forbes  Co., 
as  well  as  all  letters  received  by  that  company  since  it^  organization  from  more  than 
a  dozen  different  companies,  situated  in  seven  different  States  of  the  Union.  Doubt- 
less many,  if  not  all,  of  these  documents  may  be  ultimately  required,  but  some  neces- 
sity should  be  shown,  either  from  an  examination  of  the  witness  orally,  or  from  the 
known  transactions  of  the  companies  with  the  other  companies  implicated,  or  some 
evidence  of  their  materiality  produced,  to  justify  an  order  for  the  production  of  such 
a  mass  of  papers.  A  general  subpoena  of  this  description  is  equally  indefensible  ai  a 
search  warrant  would  be  if  couched  in  similar  terms.     (201  U.  S.,  75-77.) 

I  desire,  in  conclusion  upon  that  branch  of  the  case,  to  submit  to 
the  committee  this  suggestion:  This  record,  created  \mder  the  investi- 
gation conducted  by  a  committee  of  limited  power,  is  the  basis  for 
the  demand  of  these  books.     The  grand  jury  s  investigation  of  the 
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MacAndrews-Forbes  Company  with  plenary  powers  substantially  in 
the  investigation  of  crime  was  the  basis  of  tlie  demand  under  the  sub- 
pcena  duces  tecum  in  that  particular  case.  Even  as  they  were  fortified 
with  the  abundant  authority  of  the  Federal  grand  jury,  which  men 
are  timid  to  dispute  and  wliich  courts  are  more  or  less  timid  to  attack 
or  to  challenge — I  say  not\\'ithstanding  the  subpoena  in  that  case  was 
vastly  more  specific  and  direct  and  more  to  the  point  than  the  sub- 
poena in  this  case — I  say  in  view  of  the  dissimilarity,  distinctly  and 
overwhelmingly  in  our  favor — the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  said  the  subpoena  was  far  too  sweeping  and  broad,  and  consti- 
tuted a  search  warrant  upon  the  property  of  the  MacAndrews-Forbes 
Company,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  sustained  under  any  view 
of  the  protection  afl'orded  by  the  fourth  amendment.  In  connection 
with  that  I  wish  to  say  that  the  record  as  it  stands  here,  if  I  recollect  it, 
and  if  I  read  it  correctly,  furnishes  not  even  the  slightest  suggestion 
that  any  books  or  papers  called  for  in  this  subpoena  would  shed  the 
remotest  ray  of  liglit  upon  the  inquiry  which  has  been  so  diligently 
conducted  by  this  committee. 

There  is  not  in  this  record,  nor  has  there  come  from  the  lips  of  a 
single  witness,  a  suggestion,  whether  that  witness  be  adverse  or  in 
some  way  filled  witn  a  desire  to  injure  us,  or  has  overcome  a  desire 
to  sustain  us,  or  whether  he  be  an  officer  of  the  company  attacking 
us  itself,  there  has  not  been  a  single  witness  who  testifiecl  who  gave 
this  committee  the  slightest  indication  or  information  that  anytning 
in  these  books  would  shed  the  slightest  light  upon  the  question 
involved  in  this  case.  If  the  Federal  grand  jury  of  New  York,  that 
has  abundant  authority  for  the  investigation  of  crime,  was  not  war- 
ranted in  demanding  the  books  and  papers  in  the  MacAndrews- 
Forbes  Company  because  no  basis  had  been  laid,  no  evidence  had  been 
given  to  show  the  materiality  of  these  things,  how  is  this  committee,  act- 
mg  as  the  representative  of  Congress,  entitled,  under  this  record  which 
is  barren  of  any  suggestion  of  that  sort,  to  ask  of  us  that  we  come  and  lay 
our  books  upon  the  table  ?  Not  only,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
has  there  been  no  evidence  to  suggest  this;  not  only  do  tne  charges, 
at  the  outset  of  this  matter  before  the  Committee  on  Rules,  boldly 
proclaim  that  an  examination  of  our  books  and  papers  will  reveal 
gross  corruption  running  loose  and  rioting  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; not  only  was  the  imputation  cast  upon  us,  but  as  a  private 
corporation,  soulless  and  bodiless,  we  are  bound  to  endure  the  impli- 
cation cast  upon  Congress  in  a.  vague,  insidious,  far-reaching  manner; 
in  the  face  of  all  these  charges,  in  the  weeks  of  this  investigation, 
there  has  not  been  one  witness,  not  one,  who  testified,  who  gave  the 
slightest  suggestion,  that  this  boat  company,  which  had  been  such 
an  offensive  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  gentlemen  from  certain  quarters, 
that  this  boat  company  had  ever  attempted,  directly  or  indirectly, 
even  to  visit  a  Member  of  Congress,  much  less  to  contaminate  or 
corrupt  him. 

You  went  further  than  that.  You  did  not  say,  as  you  might 
have  said  at  the  outset,  as  I  believe  as  a  lawyer  you  had  a  right 
to  say,  '*I  demand  that  you  shall  give  some  evidence  upon  those 
charges  before  we  go  out  and  search  for  books  and  papers. ''  You  did 
not  do  that.  You  gave  it  the  broadest  and  widest  ana  most  commend- 
able latitude — as  naturallv  imder  the  circumstances  you  would 
do — and  the  man  who  maae  these  charges  also  came,  you  examined 
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him  at  length,  you  called  the  witnesses  he  asked  to  be  called,  you 
called  our  oflicers  from  their  offices;  they  came,  subordinate  and 
chief,  our  employ^ees,  our  lawy^ers — every  man  came  and  sat  here  at 
this  table — Question  after  question,  originating  in  the  minds  of  the 
committee,  aevised  bjr  their  ingenuity,  dictated  by  their  judgment, 
questions  originating  in  the  activity  and  energy  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  questions  originally  having  Been  in  the  storage 
house  of  the  other  company,  which  came  in  frozen  up  in  type,  and 
looking  perfectly  respectable,  fell  upon  this  table  to  be  propounded 
to  our  onicers.  You  not  only  asked  them  those  questions,  of  each 
and  all  our  oflicers,  Ijut  before  they  went  away  the  committee  accepted 
secondary  evidence  from  our  officers  upon  Questions  dictated  by  the 
other  side.  They  asked  if  there  was  anytning  in  their  books  and 
papers  anywhere,  any  book  or  paper  that  would  show  that  this 
company  nad  done  anything  to  mtimidat^  or  corrupt  members  of 
Congress,  and  the  answer  came  from  every  person  upon  this  stand, 
''No!''  You  asked  Mr.  Rice,  ''Did  you  contribute  to  the  campaign 
fund?  No.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  give  any  member  of  Congress 
anything,  directly  or  indirectly^  No.  Did  your  company  do  it? 
No.  Mr.  Bamett,  did  you?  Ko.  Frost,  did  you?  No.  Spear — 
Johnson — any  man  in  the  company?  No.''  The  proof  stands  upon 
this  record  here  irrefutably  that  the  very  thing  wliich  Senator  Thiu^- 
ton  dictated  into  the  mouth  of  Representative  Lilley,  and  went 
from  there  embodied  in  this  subpoena,  the  very  thing  for  which  they 
called,  and  the  very  witnesses  which  they  have  asked  you  to  call, 
have  testified  to  every  tiling  that  is  demanded  by  tKe  subpcsna 
itself. 

Now,  then,  how  much  stronger  is  this  than  the  case  of  Hale  i'. 
Henkel  ?  As  far  as  the  record  in  that  case  is  concerned,  the  contracts 
might  show  a  violation  of  the  antitrust  law,  but  you  can  not  go 
wildly  searching  around;  even  the  grand  jury  can  not  do  that.  The 
property  of  an  individual  is  a  sacred  thing.  The  property  of  a  cor- 
poration, unpopular  though  it  may  be,  denounced  though  it  may 
DC,  is  a  sacred  thing. 

And  on  that  heacl  and  in  this  connection  I  want  to  call  the  com- 
mittee's attention  to  what  may  be  called  the  fountain  head  of  author- 
ity upon  the  question  of  books  and  papers.  This  case  I  refer  to,  on 
the  production  of  books  and  papers,  was  decided  by  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice Camden  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Entick  v.  Carrington  (19  How. 
St.  Tr.,  1029).  It  is  the  source  of  American  law  upon  the  question 
of  the  right  of  companies  or  individuals  to  the  privacy  of  their  own 
papers  unless  that  right  has  been  supervened  by  some  great  pubhc 
necessity,  which,  in  the  legislative  judgment  of  the  country,  is  allowed 
to  override  any  interests  of  the  person.  An  account  of  this  case 
was  first  given  by  May  in  his  worK  on  the  Constitutional  History  of 
England,  and  his  account  is  as  graphic  as  you  would  have  it.  He 
first  describes  the  embarrassment  in  which  Lord  HaUfax  found  him- 
self upon  the  pubhcation  of  No.  45  of  the  North  Briton.  I  read 
from  the  brief  prepared  by  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  NichoU  in  the  case 
of  Hale  t?.  Henkel.     Said  Mr.  May: 

There  was  a  libel;  but  who  wa£i  libeller,  ministers  knew  not,  nor  waited  to  inquire 
after  the  accustomed  forms  of  law;  but  forthwith  Lord  Halifax,  one  of  tJie  secretaries 
of  state,  issued  a  warrant  directing  four  messengers,  taking  with  them  a  constable, 
to  search  for  the  authors,  printers,  and  publishers,  and  to  apprehend  and  seize  them, 
together  with  their  papers,  and  bring  them  in  safe  custody  oefore  him,  no  one-hav- 
ing been  charged  or  even  suspected — no  evidence  of  crime  having  been  offered. 
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No  one  waa  named  in  this  dread  infltrument.  The  offense  only  was  pointed  at,  not 
the  offender.  The  magistrate  who  should  have  sought  proofs  of  crime  deputed  this 
office  to  his  messengers.  Anried  with  their  roving  commission  they  set  fortii  in  quest 
of  unknown  offenders;  and,  unable  to  take  evidence,  listened  to  rumors,  idle  tales, 
and  curious  guesses. 

They  held  in  their  hands  the  liberty  of  every  man  whom  they  were  pleased  to  sus- 
pect. *  Nor  were  they  trifiers  in  their  work.  In  three  days  they  arrested  no  less  than 
49  peiBons  on  suspicion — many  as  innocent  as  Lord  Halifax  himself.  Among  them 
was  Dryden  Leach,  a  printer,  whom  they  took  from  his  bed  at  night.  They  seized  his 
papers,  and  even  apprehended  his  journeymen  and  servants.  He  had  printed  one 
number  of  the  **Nortn  Briton,"  and  was  then  reprinting  some  other  numbers;  but  as 
he  happened  not  to  have  printed  No.  45,  he  was  relea^sed  without  being  brought  before 
Lord  Halifax.  They  succeeded,  however,  in  arresting  Kearsley,  the  publisher,  and 
Balfe,  the  printer  of  the  obnoxious  number,  with  all  their  wortmen.  From  them  it 
was  discovered  that  Wilkes  was  the  culprit  of  whom  they  were  in  search:  but  the  evi- 
dence was  not  on  oath,  and  the  messengers  received  verbal  directions  to  apprehend 
Wilkes  under  the  gfeneral  warrant.  Wilkes,  far  keener  than  the  crown  lawyers,  not 
seeing  his  own  name  there,  d(»clared  it  ** a  ridiculous  warrant  against  the  whole  English 
nation, "  and  refused  to  obey  it.  But  after  being  in  custody  of  the  messengers  for  some 
hours  in  his  own  house,  he  was  taken  away  in  a  chair,  to  appear  before  the  secretary  of 
state. 

No  sooner  had  he  been  removed  than  tlie  messengers,  returning  to  his  house,  pro- 
ceeded to  ransack  his  drawers  and  carried  off  all  his  private  papers,  including  even  his 
will  and  pocketbook.  When  brought  into  the  presence  of  Lord  Halifax  and  Lord 
Egremont,  questions  were  put  to  Wilkes  which  he  relused  to  answer;  whereupon  he 
was  committed  close  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  denied  the  use  of  pen  and  paper,  ana  inter- 
dicted from  receiving  the  visits  of  his  friends,  or  even  of  his  professional  advisers. 

The  distinction  between  the  methods  employed  against  the  appel- 
lant and  those  adopted  against  the  victims  of  Lord  Halifax^s  wrath 
is,  however,  that  there  there  was  a  libel,  whereas  here  there  is  not  even 
a  charge  of  crime,  or  anything  more  than  speculation  that  perhaps 
some  crime  may  be  discovered.  In  all  other  particulars  the  cases  are 
identical  from  a  legal  standpoint  so  far  as  tne  personal  restraint  of 
individuals  is  concerned — arrest  and  imprisonment  under  a  warrant, 
and  the  restraint  and  invasion  of  the  right  of  privacy  imposed  by  a 
subpoena  being  equally  a  deprivation  of  Uberty.  The  only  other 
difference  is  that  Lord  Halifax's  messengers  actually  searched  for  and 
seized  papers,  whereas  here  the  courts  order  merely  gave  the  peti- 
tioner the  choice  of  producing  them  forthwith  or  submitting  to 
imprisonment  until  he  did. 

vVilkes  questioned  the  legality  of  these  general  warrants  and  carried 
the  faatter  to  the  courts,  with  the  result  that  in  1765  Lord  Camden's 
famous  decision  was  rendered  declaring  the  warrants  illegal  and  void. 
Of  this  decision  Mr.  Justice  Bradley  said  in  the  Boyd  case  (116  U.  S., 
616,  626-627) : 

As  every  American  statesman  during  our  Revolutionary  and  formative  period  as  a 
nation  was  undoubtedly  familiar  ^vith  this  monument  of  English  freedom  and  con- 
sidered it  as  the  true  and  ultimate  expression  of  constitutional  law,  it  may  be  confi- 
dently asserted  that  its  propositions  were  in  the  minds  of  those  who  framed  the  foiurth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  were  considered  as  sufficiently  explanatory  of 
what  was  meant  by  unreasonable  searches  and  seizure. 

The  broad  principle  laid  down  in  Lord  Camden's  opinion  was  that  what  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  f)ooks  is  not  law  and,  therefore,  that  every  invasion  of  private  property  is 
a  trespass  and  must  be  justified  or  excused  by  some  positive  law. 

After  describing  the  power  claimed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  issuing  general 
warrants  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  executed.  Lord  Camden  said: 

"Such  ia  the  power  and,  therefore,  one  should  naturally  expect  that  the  law  to 
warrant  it  should  be  clear  in  proportion,  as  the  power  is  exorbitant.  If  it  is  law,  it 
will  be  found  in  our  books;  if  it  is  not  to  be  found  there,  it  is  not  law. 

"  The  great  end  for  which  men  entered  into  society  was  to  secure  their  property. 
That  right  is  preserved  sacred  and  incommunicable  in  all  instances  where  it  has  not 
been  taken  away  or  abridged  by  some  public  law  for  the  good  of  the  whole.    The 
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cases  where  this  right  of  property  is  set  aside  by  positive  law  are  various.  Distress^, 
executions,  forfeitures,  taxe«,  etc.,  are  all  of  this  description,  wherein  every  man  by 
common  consent  ^ives  up  that  right  for  the  sake  of  justice  and  the  general  good,  fiy 
the  laws  of  England  every  invasion  of  private  property,  be  it  ever  so  minute,  is  a 
trespass.  No  man  can  set  his  foot  upon  my  ground  without  my  license,  but  he  ia 
liable  to  an  action  though  the  damage  be  nothing,  which  is  proved  by  every  dedaiation 
in  trespass  where  the  defendant  is  called  upon  to  answer  for  bruising  the  grass  and 
even  treading  upon  the  soil.  If  he  admits  the  fact,  he  is  bound  to  show,  by  way  of 
justification,  that  some  positive  law  has  empowered  or  excused  him.  The  iustifica- 
tion  is  submitted  to  the  judges,  who  are  to  look  into  the  books  and  see  if  such  a  justi- 
fication can  be  maintained  by  the  text  of  the  statute  law  or  by  the  principles  of  the 
conmion  law.  If  no  such  excuse  can  be  found  or  produced,  the  silence  of  the  books 
is  an  authority  against  the  defendant,  and  the  plaintiff  must  have  judgment.  Accord- 
ing to  this  reasoning,  it  is  now  incumbent  upon  the  defendant  to  show  the  law  by 
which  this  seizure  is  warranted.     If  that  can  not  be  done,  it  is  a  trespass. 

"Papers  are  tjie  owner's  goods  and  chattels;  they  are  his  dearest  property;  and  are 
so  far  from  enduring  a  seizure  that  they  will  hardly  bear  an  inspection;  and  though  the 
eye  can  not  by  the  laws  of  England  be  guilty  of  a  trespass,  yet  where  private  pajwiB 
are  removed  and  carried  away,  the  secret  nature  of  those  goods  will  be  an  aggravation 
of  the  trespass,  and  demand  more  considerable  damage  in  that  respect.  \Miere  is  the 
written  law  that  pves  any  magistrate  such  a  power?  I  can  safely  answer  there  is  none, 
and  therefore  it  is  too  much  for  us,  without  such  authority,  to  pronounce  a  practice 
legal  which  would  be  subveisive  of  all  the  comforts  of  society. 

"But  though  it  can  not  be  maintained  by  any  direct  law,  yet  it  bears  a  resemblance, 
as  was  urged,  to  the  known  case  of  search  and  seizure  for  stolen  goods.  I  answer  that 
the  difference  is  apparent.  In  the  one  I  am  pennitted  to  seize  my  own  goods,  which 
are  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  public  officer  till  the  felon's  conviction  shall  entitle  me  to 
restitution.  In  the  other,  the  party's  own  property  is  seized  before  and  without  con- 
viction, and  he  has  no  power  to  reclaim  his  goods,  even  after  his  innocence  is  declared 
by  acquittal. 

"The  case  for  searching  for  stolen  goods  crept  into  the  law  by  imperceptible  practice. 
It  is  the  only  case  of  the  kind  that  is  to  be  met  with.  No  less  a  person  than  Lord  Coke 
denied  its  legality  (4  Inst.,  176 J;  and  therefore  if  the  two  cases  resembled  each  other 
more  than  they  do,  we  have  no  right,  without  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  adopt  a  new  prac- 
tice in  the  criminal  law,  which  was  never  yet  allowed  from  all  antiquity.  Observe, 
too,  the  caution  with  which  the  law  proceeds  in  this  singular  case.  There  must  be 
a  full  charge  upon  oath  of  a  theft  committed.  The  owner  must  swear  that  the  goods 
are  l:)dged  in  such  a  place.  He  must  attend  at  the  execution  of  the  warrant,  to  show 
them  to  the  officer,  wno  must  see  that  they  answer  the  description. 

*'  If  it  should  be  said  that  the  same  law  which  has  with  so  much  circumspection 
guarded  the  case  of  stolen  goods  from  mischief,  would  likewise  in  this  case  protect 
the  subject  by  adding  proper  checks;  would  require  proofs  beforehand;  would  call 
up  the  servant  to  stand  oy  and  overlook;  would  require  him  to  take  an  exact  inven- 
tory and  deliver  a  copy;  my  answer  is  that  all  these  precautions  would  have  been 
long  since  established  by  law,  if  the  power  itself  had  been  legal;  and  that  the  want 
of  tnem  is  an  undeniable  argument  a^inst  the  legality  of  the  thing." 

After  showing  that  these  general  warrants  for  search  and  seizure 
of  papers  had  their  origin  in  the  court  of  star  chamber,  and  never 
haa  any  advocates  in  the  common  law  courts  except  Chief  Justice 
Soroggs  and  his  associate,  Lord  Camden  adds: 

Lastly,  it  is  urged  as  an  argument  of  utility  that  such  a  search  is  a  means  of  detect- 
ing offenders  by  discovering  evidence.  I  wish  some  cases  had  been  shown  where 
the  law  forceth  evidence  out  of  the  owner's  custody  by  process.  There  is  no  proceaa 
against  papers  in  civil  causes.  It  has  been  often  tried,  but  never  prevailed-  Xay, 
wnere  the  adversary  has  by  force  or  fraud  got  possession  of  your  own  proper  evidence, 
there  is  no  way  to  get  it  back  by  action.  In  the  criminal  law  such  a  proceeding  was 
never  heard  of;  and  yet  there  are  some  crimes,  such,  for  instance,  as  murder,  rape, 
robbery,  and  house  breaking — to  say  nothing  of  forgery  aiid  perjury — that  are  more 
atrocious  than  libeling.  But  our  law  has  provided  no  paper  search  in  these  cases  to 
help  forward  the  conviction.  Whether  this  proceedetn  from  the  gentleness  of  the 
law  toward  criminals,  or  from  a  consideration  that  such  a  power  would  be  more  per- 
nicious to  the  innocent  than  useful  to  the  public,  I  will  not  say,  It  is  very  certain 
that  the  law  obligeth  no  man  to  accuse  himself;  because  the  necessary  means  of  com- 
pelling self-accusation,  falling  upon  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty,  would  be  both 
cruel  and  unjust;  and  it  would  seem  that  search  for  evidence  is  disallowed  upon  the 
same  principle.    There,  too,  the  innocent  would  be  confounded  with  the  guilty. 
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Lord  Camden  concluded  thus: 

I  have  taken  notice  of  everything  that  has  been  uiged  upon  the  present  point; 
and  upon  the  whole  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  tlie  warrant  to  seize  and  carry  away 
the  party's  papers  in  the  case  of  a  seditious  libel  is  ill^al  and  void. 

Said  Justice  Bradley,  after  quoting  the  foregoing  extracts  from 
Lord  Camden's  opinion  (116  U.  S.,  616,  630): 

The  principles  laid  down  in  this  opinion  affect  the  very  essence  of  constitutional 
liberty  and  security.  They  reach  further  than  the  concrete  form  of  the  case  then 
before  the  court,  with  its  adventitious  circumstances;  they  apply  to  all  invasions 
upon  the  part  of  the  Government  and  its  employees  of  the  sanctity  of  a  man's  home 
and  the  privacies  of  life.  It  is  not  the  breaKing  of  his  doors  and  the  rummaging  of 
his  drawers  that  constitute  the  essence  of  the  onense;  it  is  the  invasion  of  his  inde- 
feasible right  of  personal  security,  personal  liberty,  and  private  property,  where 
that  right  has  been  forfeited  by  his  conviction  of  some  public  offense — ^it  is  the  inva- 
sion of  this  sacred  right  which  underlies  and  constitutes  the  essence  of  Lord  Camden's 
judgment.  Breaking  into  a  house  and  opening  boxes  and  drawers  are  circumstances 
of  aggravation;  but  any  forcible  and  compulsory  extortion  of  a  man's  own  testimony 
or  01  his  private  papers  to  be  used  as  evidence  to  convict  him  of  crime  or  to  forfeit 
his  goods  is  within  the  condemnation  of  that  judgment.  And  this  regard  the  fourth 
and  fifth  amendments  run  almost  into  each  other. 

The  fourth  amendment  is  as  follows: 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secured  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizure  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall 
issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
describing  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

In  the  Lester  case  (77  Georgia,  143),  from  which  we  quoted  under 
a  previous  point,  the  supreme  court  of  Georgia  said: 

It  is  the  right  of  any  citizen  or  individual  of  lawful  age  to  come  forward  and  prose- ' 
cute  for  offenses  against  the  State,  or  when  he  does  not  wish  to  become  the  prosecutor, 
he  may  give  information  of  the  fact  to  the  grand  jury,  or  any  member  of  the  bod>[, 
and  in  either  case  it  will  become  their  duty  to  investigate  the  matter  thus  communi- 
cated to  them,  or  made  known  to  one  of  them,  whose  ooli^ation  it  would  be  to  lay  his 
information  before  that  body.  This,  however,  differs  widely  from  forcing  a  person 
to  reveal  his  knowledge  to  the  inquest.  The  latter  process  is  in  the  nature  of  an  unlaw- 
ful search,  aeainst  which  citizens  are  protected  by  constitutional  provision.  Neither 
houses,  nor  desks,  nor  secretaries,  nor  other  places  of  deposit  can  by  such  general  pro- 
ceedings be  opened  and  rifled  of  their  contents  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  grand 
jury  to  find  out  whether  a  crime  had  been  committed,  with  a  view  of  presenting  it. 
General  warrants,  issued  for  accomplishing  such  a  purpose,  are  absolutely  void,  and 
win  afford  no  protection  to  any  officer  or  party  engaged  in  their  execution,  when 
caUed  upon  to  answer  for  an  invasion  of  personal  rights  under  such  circumstances. 

The  case  of  Hartranft  in  Pennsylvania  is  another  case  bearing 
upon  the  same  question. 

Now,  Mt.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  these  are  broad  indications 
of  the  fundamental  policy  of  our  Government  in  regard  to  the  private 
rights  or  the  rights  of  privacy  of  a  corporation  or  an  individual. 
We  have  seen  that  as  a  corporation  we  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  fourth  amendment.  The  Supreme  Court,  withdrawing  the 
shelter  of  the  fifth  amendment,  has  extended  the  shelter  of  the  fourth 
amendment.  We  have  seen  that  we  are  entitled,  if  we  are  called 
into  court  or  before  the  public,  to  have  a  specific  designation  of  the 
thin^  which  we  must  produce,  and  that  tnose  things  must  bear  a 
relation  to  the  investigation  which  that  public  body  is  conducting 
so  as  to  make  them  material  and  pertinent  to  tlie  inquiry.  We 
have  seen  that  a  Federal  grand  jury  may  not  do  it,  witn  all  their 
power,  imless  that  pertinency  and  matenahty  is  manifest  from  the 
record,  and  now  we  say,  although  we  are  but  a  private  corporation, 
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an  association  of  individuals  transacting  business  under  a  corporate 
entity,  as  pointed  out  in  the  elegant  and  pointed  language  or  Lord 
CamSen  in  the  famous  case  I  have  referred  to,  and  followed  by  the 
language  of  the  distinguished  Justice  Bradley,  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  now  the  fundamental  law  of  this 
country,  we  insist  that  unless  this  record  shows  that  these  papers 
to  which  this  subpoena  is  directed  wU  establish  that  your  colleagues, 
the  Members  in  Congress,  have  been  contammated  or  attempted  to 
be  contaminated  by  this  corporation  which  we  represent,  unless  this 
record  shows  it — and  I  challenge  any  gentleman  to  find  anything  in 
the  record  that  will  show  it — ^ve  say  that  the  demand  upon  us,  even 
though  the  subpoena  were  valid  upon  its  face,  would  be  an  improper 
and  unjust  ana  unconstitutional  demand.  I  differ  only  from  my 
friend  from  Connecticut,  Mr.  Brown,  in  the  presentation  of  our  side 
of  the  case  as  against  his  presentation  in  this  particular:  Conorress 
may  do  as  it  likes  with  its  Members.  The  law  is  plain  in  section  5 
of  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  only  under  that  section  of  the  consti- 
tutional provision  for  this  sort  of  investigations.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  under  section  5  of  article  1,  which  says: 

Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  Qualifications  of  its  own 
Members,  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  like  to  interrupt  vou  a  moment.     Is  not  a 

Member  of  Congress  as  much  entitled  to  tne  protection  of  the  fourth 

and  fifth  amendnient  as  anybody  else,  and  no  matter  what  th^  power 

of  Congress  may  be,  would  not  it  be  an  abuse  of  power  to  deny  him 

'what  is  given  ordinarily  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? 

^  Mr.  Littleton.  I  think  unquestionably  if  Congress  did  violate 
either  the  fourth  or  fifth  amenclment  in  dealing  vdui  a  Member  they 
woiild  violate  it,  and  they  would  be  guilty  or  violating  it.  I  was 
saying  that  the  difference  between  your  position  and  mine  is,  that 
while  we  carry  all  the  burdens  of  a  private  corporation  and  may  be 
charged  to  have  all  the  grasping  instincts  which  trade  can  dictate, 
we  also  enjoy  the  immunity  of  a  private  concern;  we  do  not  come 
imder  the  provision  that  Congress  may  investigate  us  just  because 
we  are  reprehensible  and  corrupt  in  our  own  anairs,  or  disagreeable 
or  grasping.  It  makes  no  difference  to  you  or  to  us  or  to  the  world 
if  we  are  unpopular,  if  we  have  been  denounced  from  New  England 
to  Holland  ana  back  again,  we  still  enjoy  all  those  privileges  which 
go  with  the  odium  and  privacy  of  a  private  corporation.  The  prin- 
ciple which  my  friend  invokes  with  such  ardor  aoes  not  apply  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  reach  us  is  only  when  we  have  reached 
Congre-ss  or  when  we  have  undertaken  to  touch  and  take  hold  of  Con- 
gress. Even  though  we  have  been  the  beneficiary  of  legislation, 
imless  we  have  undertaken  to  contaminate  and  render  impure  Con- 
gress or  the  officers  of  the  Government,  there  is  no  reason  why 
Congress  should  inquire  after  our  conduct.  That  come^  up  amongst 
our  own  directors.  The  supreme  power  of  the  lower  House  of  Con- 
gress to  deal  with  its  Menioers  has  always  been  acknowledged  and 
exercised,  with  reference  to  the  protection  of  the  body,  and  the  sole 
limitation  upon  Congress  in  exercising  that  power  has  been  that  wise 
precaution  tnat  it  requires  two-thirds  of  Congress  to  expel  a  Meniber. 
That  differentiates  the  position  which  we  occupy  before  the  committee 
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and  which  my  friend  occupies  before  the  committee,  so  far  as  this 
resolution  is  concerned,  thait  the  only  concern  this  committee  has  to 
investigate  us  and  to  judge  of  our  rights  as  an  odious  private  corpo- 
ration, if  you  please,  is  by  virtue  of  tiie  exact  substantial  language  of 
this  resolution.  Whether  the  committee  is  held  to  the  same  rule  in 
reference  to  an  investigation  of  a  Member  of  Congress  I  am  not  able  to 
say.  If  the  lower  House  of  Congress  is  the  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  its  Members,  and  can  riot  be  reviewed,  and  has  only  to  secure  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  deal  with  it,  I  suppose  they  have  a  right  to  investigate 
when  to  them  it  seems  orderly  and  proper. 

Mr.  Brown.  Are  they  not  bound  to  obey  the  Constitution  in  con- 
ducting inquiries? 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  presume  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
because  they  have  been  vested  with  the  power  to  cleanse  their  own 
body,  are  presumed  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  obey  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  to  obey  the  laws  of  the 
country.  And  when  once  they  have  been  vested  with  this  authority 
and  have  acted  upon  it,  they  will  be  presumed  to  have  obeyed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  for  they  are  the  supreme  arbiters 
of  the  cleanliness  and  wholesomeness  of  their  body.  My  point  is 
that  we  stand  in  a  different  position  before  this  committee — as  to  this 
Electric  Boat  Company,  based  upon  legal  propositions  which  keep 
us  outside  of  the  general  pale  of  the  power  of  Congress — from  that 
of  my  friend  and  ms  clients  on  the  otner  side,  ami  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  any  more  about  it.  » 

I  confess  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  doubt  in  my  mind  about 
the  effect  of  the  Kilboum  case  as  to  just  how  far  Congress  had  the 
power,  suppose  a  witness  did  refuse*  and  you  thought  he  ought  to 

froduce  those  things,  how  far  would  you  go.  The  Anderson  case, 
think,  is  the  most  pathetic  in  all  histoiy.  He  had  a  large  claim 
l)efore  Congress  in  the  Claims  Committee,  and  I  do  not  believe  he 
had  any  idea  he  was  going  to  do  anything  wrong  when  he  approached 
Lewis,  I  tliink  it  was,  and  offered  him  $500  because  Lewis  nad  done 
so  much  for  him.  When  the  Speaker  ran  through  that  beautiful 
reprimand  of  his,  the  extreme  and  profound  pathos  with  which  he 
acfministered  to  this  misguided  old  soul  this  terrible  reprimand  for 
approaching  a  Member  or  Congress  with  an  offer  of  $500  is  worthy 
or  notice.  This  was  the  case  out  of  which  Anderson  v.  Dunn  arose 
in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court:  this  is  the  document  which  I 
desire  to  refer  to  the  committee,  if  they  have  not  examined  or  seen 
a  copy  of  it.  This  is  the  first  case  where  a  man  was  punished  for 
attempting  to  corrupt  a  Member  of  Congress.  They  reprimanded 
him,  and  that  was  tne  extent  of  it.  Anderson  v.  Dunn  was  estab- 
lished as  an  authority,  and  it  ran  along  until  the  case  of  Kilbourn  v. 
Thompson  was  deci({ed,  and  I  have  been  rather  lost  in  this  opinion* 
I  find  Mr.  Justice  Miller,  in  writing  the  opinion  in  Kilboum  v. 
Thompson,  had  exactly  the  same  feeling  about  it.  Justice  Johnson, 
in  Anderson  v.  Dunn  (6  Wheaton,  204),  decided,  according  to  the 
general  inherent  power  of  government,  Congress  must  have  a  right 
to  punish  for  contempt,  and  he  registers  his  opinion  upon  that;  and 
I  find  when  we  come  to  the  Kilboum  case  there  are  only  three  ques- 
tions really  settled.  The  one  is,  the  Committee  on  Elections — what- 
ever you  call  it  in  Congress — being  expresslv  authorized  by  the 
prosecution,  can  call  the  witness  and  punish  him  for  disobedSence. 
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Another  is,  in  the  case  of  impeachment  either  House  can  call  a  wit- 
ness and  pimish  him  for  contempt;  another  is  the  trial  such,  as  is 
involved  in  section  5,  Article  I.  (Balboum  v.  Thompson,  103  U.  S., 
1190.)  Those  are  the  only  cases  where  Congress  m  anv  way  has 
power  to  pimish  for  contempt  or  disobedience.  I  discuss  this  b^ause 
it  is  naturally  associated  with  the  general  question.  I  find  in  the 
Kilboum  case  it  says: 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  ri^ht  of  the  House  of  Representativee  to  punieli  the 
citizen  for  a  contempt  of  its  authonty  or  a  breach  of  its  pnvileges  can  derive  no  sup- 
port from  the  preceoents  and  practices  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  English  Parliament, 
nor  from  the  aa judged  cases  in  which  the  English  courts  have  uphela  these  practices. 
Nor,  taking  what  has  fallen  from  the  English  ludges,  and  especially  the  later  cases  on 
which  we  have  just  commented,  is  much  aid  given  to  the  doctrine  that  this  power 
exists  as  one  necessary  to  enable  either  House  o?  Congress  to  exercise  successfully  dieir 
function  of  legislation. 

This  latter  proposition  is  one  which  w^e  do  not  propose  to  decide  in  the  present  case, 
because  we  are  able  to  decide  it  without  passing  upon  the  existence  or  nonexistence 
<of  such  a  power  in  aid  of  the  legislative  function.    (103  U.  S.,  189.) 

Now,  there  has  not  been  any  change  in  that  question,  and  the  Chap- 
man case  did  not  involve  the  power  of  the  House  of  Congress  to 
actually  punish  anybody  for  contempt — I  mean  a  citizen  for  con- 
tempt, some  person  other  than  its  own  Member.  The  Chapman  case 
simply  decided,  under  section  106  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  passed 
in  1867^  providing  that  a  witness  who  will  refuse  to  answer  might 
be  certified  over  and  indicted;  that  that  act  wa^  constitutional; 
and  the  real  question  whether  Congress  had  power  to  punish  for 
<^ontempt  was  not  up  in  the  Chapman  case.  I  discuss  this  rather 
apart  from  my  general  discussion  while  I  am  on  it.  I  have  been 
thinking  and  talking  about  it  so  much  for  the  last  six  weeks  that 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion — ^whether  I  am  right  about  it  or  not ;  if 
I  am  not  it  is  not  because  of  the  lack  of  time,  because  I  have  been 
preparing  and  unpreparing  for  some  time  on  this  thing — I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  whether  or  not  Congress  can  punish  a  citizen, 
and  in  addition  to  that  a  corporation,  for  contempt  of  its  authority — 
unless  it  would  be  a  man  who  would  go  over  and  pick  up  a  row  with 
the  gallery  in  its  presence  which  would  be  actual  contempt — and 
whether  Congress  can  punish  a  citizen  for  disobedience  of  its  authority, 
except  in  the  three  instances  I  have  named,  a  committee  on  elections 
and  impeachment  proceedings  and  the  other  one  named,  the  Kilboum 
-case,  is  an  open  question,  and  the  Chapman  case  did  not  close  it. 
The  court  said  this: 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  Constitution  expressly  empowers  each  House  to 
punish  its  own  Members  for  disorderly  behavior.  We  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
this  punishment  may  in  a  proper  case  be  imprisonment,  and  that  it  may  be  for  refusal 
to  obey  some  rule  on  that  subject  made  by  the  House  for  the  preservation  of  order. 

So,  also,  the  penalty  each  House  is  authorized  to  inflict  in  order  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members  may  be  imprisonment,  and  this  may  be  for  the  viola- 
tion of  some  order  or  standing  mle  on  that  subject. 

Each  House  is  by  the  Constitution  made  the  judge  of  the  election  and  qualification 
of  its  Members.  In  deciding  on  these  it  has  an  undoubted  right  to  ex^imine  witnesses 
and  inspect  papers,  subiect  to  the  usual  rights  of  witnesses  in  such  casee;  and  it  may 
be  that  a  witness  would  be  subject  to  like  punishment  at  the  hands  of  the  body  engaged 
in  trying  a  contested  election,  for  refusing  to  testify,  that  he  would  if  the  case  were 
pending  before  a  court  of  judicature. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  the  sole  right  to  impeach  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Senate  to  try  them.  Where  the  question  of  such  impeachment  is  before 
either  body  acting  in  its  appropriate  sphere  on  that  subject,  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  right  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  their  answer  to  proper  questions, 
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in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  use  of  the  same  means  that  courts  of  justice  can  in  like 


Whether  the  power  of  puniriiment  in  either  House  by  fine  or  imprisonment  goes 
beyond  this  or  not,  we  are  sure  that  no  person  can  be  punished  for  contumacy  as  a 
witness  before  either  House,  unless  his  testimony  is  required  in  a  matter  into  which 
that  House  has  jurisdiction  to  inquire,  and  we  feel  equally  sure  that  neither  of  these 
bodies  poaseeses  the  general  power  of  making  inquiry  into  the  private  affairs  of  the 
citizen.     (103  U.  S.,  18&-190.) 

Now,  I  think  the  court  did  construe  that  branch  of  the  statement 
br  sa^dng  that  these  three  instances  are  the  only  expressed  and  recog- 
nized instances  in  which  Congress  can  punish  a  witness  for  contempt; 
and  whatever  may  be  the  determination  of  the  Chapman  case,  I 
desire  to  point  out  the  effect  of  the  Kiiboum  case  upon  this  investi- 
gation in  just  a  word:  Whatever  may  be  the  openness  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  fact  notwithstanding  remains  that  Congress  under  no  cir- 
cumstances nca  punish  a  witness  for  disobedience  to  answer  where 
the  inquiry  is  bemg  conducted  bv  Congress  into  the  private  affairs 
of  a  citizen;  and  the  court  has  ieh  our  minds  and  imaginations  free 
to  consider  what  would  be  reouired  by  a  committee  of  Congress  or  a 
court  as  to  the  investigation  or  the  private  affairs  of  a  private  citizen. 
I  think  at  least  we  may  rest  in  this  investigation  with  this  definition 
of  it:  That  where  there  is  no  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the 
private  citizen — in  this  case  the  Electric  Boat  Company — touched 
any  branch  of  the  Government  remotely  or  directly  with  contami- 
nating hand,  or  sought  to  touch  them  or  reach  out  and  lay  its  foul 
haiid  upon  it,  where  there  is  no  suggestion  of  anything  wron^  in  all 
this  record,  the  committee  is  left  with  the  sheerest  speculation,  so 
far  as  anything  we  have  in  our  possession  w^ould  show  it — no,  it  is 
not  left  with  speculation — but  where  the  committee  is  furnished 
with  proof,  with  the  testimony  of  all  of  our  officers  showing  abso- 
lutely nothing,  I  think  in  the  face  of  such  a  record  as  that,  then  to 
prosecute  the  inquiry  any  further  into  our  private  affairs  would 
certainly  be  within  the  meaning  of  this  express  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  whfere  they  say,  '*We  feel  equally  sure  that  neither  of  these 
bodies  possesses  general  power  of  making  inquiry  into  the  private 
affairs  of  the  citizen/'  For  you,  gentlemen,  nave  certainly  had  it 
demonstrated  that  all  our  public  conduct,  the  range  of  our  public 
acquaintance  and  ramifications  of  our  public  experience,  from  our 
beginning  way  back  in  1880  and  coming  on  up  to  the  present  time, 
ranging  m  point  of  inquiry  from  the  price  of  tne  cigars  of  our  most 
lavish  officer  to  the  conduct  of  a  vachting  expedition  upon  the 
Potomac  River,  an  inquiry  into  everything  between  heaven  and  earth, 
and  which  we  are  perfectly  willing  you  should  do  and  glad  you  have 
done  it;  having  explored  everything  in  connection  with  our  public 
conduct  and  public  oehavior;  since  you  have  explored  that  and  found 
nothing  but  absolute  refutation  of  every  charge  in  the  idle  rumors 
or  charges  of  Representative  Lilley;  since  5'ou  have  found  nothing, 
I  think  vou  are  entitled  to  say  if  you  have  found  that  fact  the  case 
is  placed  clearly  within  the  declaration  in  the  Kiiboum  case,  that  you 
may  not  inquire  into  the  private  affairs  of  the  citizen.  I  say  that 
in  the  Kiiboum  case  at  least  that  much  has  been  decided  flatly. 

Mr.  Howard.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  message  of  President 
Andrew  Jackson  in  respect  to  resolution  introduced  in  Congress  by 
Henry  A.  Wyse,in  whicii,  on  the  President  having  sent  a  message  to 
Congress  saying  that  the  Departments  of  the  Government  were  effi- 
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ciently  and  honestly  conducted,  that  statement  was  challenged,  and 
declaring  that  they* were  not  faithfully  and  honestly  conducted,  and 
a  committee  was  constituted  under  the  provisions  of  that  resolution, 
calling  for  an  investigation  of  the  vanous  Departments,  and  wit- 
nesses were  called  for  by  this  committee.  Andrew  Jackson  was  then 
President  and  the  matter  was  brought  to  his  attention  and  he  issued 
nn  order  that  no  witnesses  should  respond  to  any  such  ^neral  call 
or  demand ;  that  that  was  an  illegal  investigation  and  without  their 
province  and  the  powers  of  Congress,  and  tnat  until  there  had  been 
presented  evidence  on  specific  charges  of  corruption  or  misbehavior 
on  the  part  of  officers  of  the  Government,  Congress  itself  had  no  right 
to  prosecute  such  an  inquiry,  and  it  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  am  not  familiar  with  that. 

Mr.  Howard.  It  occurred  in  1836,  where  it  would  seem  there  was 
some  cognate  relation  between  power  of  Congress  to  look  into  the 
Executive  Departments  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  recall  the  message  of  President  Buchanan,  pro- 
testing against  the  power  of  a  committee  of  Congress  to  investigate 
at  all,  and  saying  it  was  the  power  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government.  I  nave  that  citation  here  in  this  volume.  It  must 
have  followed  the  Jackson  episode.  I  think  I  will  turn  to  that,  if 
you  will  permit  me.  I  am  greatly  obUged  to  you  for  the  suggestion. 
I  will  look  that  up. 

May  I  ask  the  committee  if  you  have  examined  what  is  known  as 
Senate  Miscellaneous  Documents,  second  session,  Fifty-third  Congress, 
Miscellaneous  Document  No.  278,  which  is  in  bound  volume  Digest 
of  Decisions  and  Precedents  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, relating  to  the  powers  and  privileges  of  their  Members  and 
officers  as  to  investigations,  contempts,  libels,  contumacious  wit- 
nesses, expulsions,  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  etc.,  with  decisions  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  and  other  courts  relating  thereto.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  committee  have  this.  It  is  a  very  rare  thing 
to  find  anywhere,  and  if  you  do  not  have  it  I  desire  to  refer  you  to  it. 
It  is  Miscellaneous  Document  No.  278,  Fifty-third  Congress,  second 
session.  This  is  compiled  and  indexed  by  llenry  H.  Smith,  clerk  to 
the  Senate  Special  Committee  to  Investigate  Attempts  at  Bribery, 
etc.,  under  the  resolution  of  May  17,  19,  and  28,  and  August  16,  1894, 
and  it  contains  all  of  the  cases  stated.  It  does  not  contain  the  one 
to  which  Mr.  Howard  refers,  because  I  do  not  suppose  it  was  made  in 
the  shape  of  a  case. 

Mr.  Howard.  No;  it  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Is  that  investigation  of  the  Chapman  case  there? 

Mr.  Littleton.  It  is,  except  it  has  not  the  opinion  of  the  L^nited 
States  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Was  that  prepared  the  time  the  Chapman  case  was 
under  investigation? 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  think  it  was.  It  begins  with  a  synopsis  of  cases, 
beginning  with  expulsion  of  Senator  Blount  and  Senator  Marshall  in 
1793 — I  think  it  was  right  after  the  organization  of  the  Government — 
and  then  goes  on  down  with  the  case  of  Randall  and  Whitney,  which 
occurred  about  1800,  and  then  the  case  of  William  Duane. 

You  asked  Mr.  Brown  this  morning,  Mr.  Howard,  substantially  if 
an  attack  on  Congress  by  a  newspaper  would  justify  an  action  by 
Congress  against  the  editor  of  a  paper.     The  first  case  on  the  sub- 
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ject  was  Duane;  the  case  is  reported  here  and  argued  very  fully  and 
at  great  length  bjr  the  distinguished  men  who  constituted  the  House. 
Mr.  Duane  was  cited  to  appear  and  he  never  appeared.  Of  course 
they  could  not  do  anything  with  him  if  he  did  not  come,  but  they 
convicted  him  in  one  of  the  courts  afterwards  for  libel.  There  is  one 
other  citation  here.  I  told  the  committee  a  moment  ago  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  their  right  to  deal  with  another 
Congress  beside  this.  .This  is  the  case  of  William  F.  King  and  John 
D.  Schumaker,  Forth-fourth  Congress,  second  session,  Michael  C. 
Kerr,  of  Indiana,  Speaker.  These  cases  are  included  for  the  reason 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary — made  by  William 
P.  Lynde,  of  Wisconsin,  and  not  by  Mr.  Scott  Lord,  of  New  York,  as 
printed  (see  Report  No.  815  and  Journal,  1st  sess.  44th  Cong.,  p. 
1410) — is  a  valauble  and  important  contribution  on  the  subject. 

First,  of  the  power  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  take  juris- 
diction of  violations  of  law  or  offenses  committed  against  a  previous 
Congress. 

Second,  as  to  the  power  and  propriety  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  interpose  in  respect  to  acts  or  offenses  which  are  made  by 
statute  and  were  then  before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  by 
reference  by  the  House  of  Representatives  under  its  resolution  of 
March  3,  1875. 

Then  there  is  a  lot  of  citation.  I  will  read  a  part,  which  follows. 
Mr.  Lynde,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  and  testimony 
taken  by  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Forty-third  Congr^as,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inauire  what  action  should  be  taken  by  the  House  with  reference  to  the  per- 
sons, now  Afembers  of  this  House,  charged  with  complicity  in  the  alleged  corrupt 
use  of  money  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  providing  for  an  additional  subsidy  in 
the  China  mail  service  during  the  Forty-second  Congress  and  with  giving  full  testi- 
mony in  relation  thereto  before  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Forty-third 
Congress,  have  considered  the  same  and  report  : 

That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Forty-third  Congress,  after  a  thor- 
ough investigation  of  the  charge  that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  used  to  secure  the 
gassage  through  Congress  of  an  increased  annual  appropriation  to  the  Pacific  Mail 
teamship  Company,  in  the  nature  of  a  subsidy,  reports,  among  other  things: 

The  results  of  the  evidence  are  that  about  $900,000  was  disbursed  upon  the  allega- 
tion that  it  was  used  in  aid  of  the  passage  of  the  acts  now  under  investigation;  that 
abf>ut  $565,000  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  exclusive  use  of  persons  having  no 
official  connection  with  such  legislation,  and  that  the  disposition  of  the  remaining 
$335,000  remains  in  doubt  upon  the  evidence  presented,  but  without  any  testimony 
showing  that  it  was  a  reward  paid  to  any  person  at  that  time  a  Member  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  uncertainty  pending  the  disposition  of  this  latter  sum  is 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  William  S.  King  to  testify  the  trutn  and  to  the  failure  or  refusal 
of  John  G.  Schumaker  to  present  all  the  facts  which  the  committee  believe  it  was  in 
his  power  to  give. 

Tne  committee  report  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  testimony  taken  before  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  upon  a  question  of  the  con*upt  use  of  money  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act 
providing  for  an  additional  subsidy  in  the  China  mail  service,  be  delivered  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  House  at  the  first 
session  of  the  Forty-foiuth  Congress,  to  the  enH  that  they  may  make  further  inquiry 
and  take  due  action  upon  the  question  affecting  William  S.  King  and  John  G.  Schu- 
maker, and  further  proceed  therein  as  they  shall  deem  just. 

''Resolved,  That  ttie  Clerk  of  this  House  transmit  to  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney a  copy  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  upon  the 
question  of  a  corrupt  use  of  money  to  prcK-ure  the  passage  of  an  act  providing  for  an 
a^dditional  subsidy  for  the  China  mail  service,  with  direction  to  lay  so  much  of  the 
same  as  relates  to  the  truth  of  the  testimony  pven  by  William  S.  King  and  John  G. 
Schumaker  before  the  grand  jur>'  of  said  district  for  such  action  as  the  law  may  seem 
to  require." 
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The  above  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  House,  and  a  copy  of  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  Committee  on  Ways  and^Ieans  upon  the  <)ue8tion  oi  a  corrupt  use  of  money 
to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  providing  for  an  additional  subsidy  for  the  China  mail 
service  hss  been  transmitted  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  in  accordance  with  said  resolution. 

The  whole  subject  is  {)roperly  before  the  court;  the  offenses  chaiged  dimes  by 
statute,  and  the  Constitution  provides  no  persons  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  an  infa- 
mous charge  unless  on  the  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  House  of  Representatives  has  no  author- 
ity to  take  jurisdiction  of  violations  of  law  or  officers  committed  aeainst  a  previous 
Congress.  This  is  purely  a  legislative  bodv  and  entirely  unsuited  for  the  trial  of 
crimes.  The  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  authorizes  ''each 
House  to  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  exi>el  a  member.**  This  power  is 
evidently  given  to  enable  each  House  to  exercise  its  ccmstitutional  function  of  legisla- 
tion unobstructed.  It  can  not  vest  in  Congress  a  jurisdiction  to  try  a  member  for  an 
offense  committed  before  his  election;  for  such  offense  a  member,  uke  any  other  citi- 
zen, is  amenable  to  the  courts  alone.  Within  four  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  first 
ten  amendments  to  the  Constitution  Humphrey  Mardiall,  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  Kentucky,  was  chaiged  by  the  legislature  of  his  State  with  the  crime  of 
perjury,  and  the  memorial  was  transmitted  by  Uie  governor  to  the  Senate  for  its  action. 
The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  reported  against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate. 

And  that  decided  their  report. 

That  rule  has  been  sustained  in  another  case,  the  case  of  Patrick 
Woods,  alias  Pat  Dooley,  who  attacked  a  man  firom  Richmond,  Va., 
and  was  committed  for  a  period  beyond  the  term  of  the  Senate.  The 
argument  was  that  the  Senate  was  a  continuous  body.  The  Senate 
hastily  agreed,  but  at  the  very  next  session  reversed  tnemselves,  as  I 
think  they  should  have  done,  as  to  their  authority  to  continue  a  man 
in  prison  beyond  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  their  session.  So 
that  I  think  it  is  pretty  clear  that  neither  this  committee  nor  any  com- 
mittee could  inouire  into  acts,  wrongs,  or  corrupt  practices  of  a  previous 
Congress,  and  do  it  under  strictly  constitutional  authority.  Now,  I 
want  in  conclusion  to  say  one  word 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Just  there,  shall  I  interrupt  you,  Mr.  Littleton? 

Mr.  LrrxLETON.  Yes. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Have  you  considered  the  investigation  of  the 
Credit  Mobilier?  Was  tnere  not  an  investigation  into  the  conduct 
of  Members  of  a  previous  Congress? 

Mr.  LrTTLETON.  I  think  that  is  true,  Mr.  Olmsted.  I  have  not 
a  case  here  in  this  volume.  I  think  the  question  ought  to  be  taken 
in  this  way:  Where  a  private  citizen  or  private  corporation,  which 
Congress  is  now  investigating,  only  in  so  far  as  it  nas  attempted, 
according  to  the  evidence,  to  exert  a  corrupt  influence  or  has  exerted 
a  corrupt  influence  on  Congress.  Now,  while  you  might  try  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  he  himself  being  a  Member  of  that  body,  and  bring 
into  his  case  his  conduct  in  a  previous  Congress,  if  he  has  continued 
over,  I  doubt  very  much  if,  trying  a  private  corporation  or  citizen, 
you  could  make  his  offense  against  a  distinct  body  operate  as  an 
offense  against  this  Congress,  of  which  your  committee  is  the  arm  or 
representative. 

Mr.  Stevens.  If  the  offense  is  a  sort  of  a  continuous  one,  if  the 
legislation  is  a  continuous  thing  and  its  methods  are  the  same,  and 
the  membership  is  essentially  the  same  and  the  object  to  be  obtained 
is  the  same,  have  we  not  the  power  to  inquire  as  a  continuous  per- 
formance  

Mr.  LrTTLETON.  I  will  answer  you,  Mr.  Stevens,  according  to  my 
best  judgment.     I  have  thought*^  a  great  deal  about  it.     I  do  not 
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know  whether  it  has  done  much  good  or  not,  but  this  committee  is 
investigating  under  the  right  to  purify  or  defend  the  legislation  of 
this  country  and  to  protect  the  dignity  and  decency  and  honor  of 
its  body,  and  it  is  not  investigating  under  any  other  theory.  As  I 
understand  it,  you  are  armed  and  equipped  with  a  commission  to 
eo  out  and  to  use  every  possible  means  and  endeavor  to  rid  that 
body  of  imputation  of  dishonesty  and, to  punish  any  person  who  has 
attempted  to  bring  it  into  contempt  or  aestroy  its  aignity  or  pros- 
titute its  great  office  by  seeking  to  exert  a  corrupting  influence  on 
it.  That  oeing  true,  you  might  introduce  evidence  of  our  conduct 
in  previous  Congresses  on  the  theory  of  quasi  criminal  acts  on  our 
part,  on  the  theory  of  a  contemporaneous  continuous  action,  if  you 
please.  You  may  show  our  conduct  for  a  few  years,  if  you  please, 
if  we  have  been  guilty  of  things  that  were  wrong,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  we  had  a  systematic  way  of  doing  these  things,  oj*  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  whether  things  we  did  this  year  were  the 
the  result  of  accident,  or  whether  they  were  deliberate  or  not.  You 
might  allow  our  conduct  at  previous  Congresses  to  follow  into  this 
particular  Congress  in  order  to  shed  whatever  light  it  might  upon 
our  intent  and  purposes  in  this  Congress.  So  far  as  giving  that  as 
the  basis  for  action  of  this  committee  wholly  and  solelj,  without 
reference  to  this  Congress,  I  think  it  is  unsound.  That  is  the  best 
opinion  I  could  extract  from  the  whole  situation. 

Mr.  Howard.  Have  you  any  idea  it  would  operate  as  a  statute 
of  limitations? 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  don't  know,  it  may  be  a  statute  of  limitations, 
Mr.  Howard. 

Mr.  Howard.  Suppose  you  were  prosecuting  for  perjury  or  a 
series  of  perjuries,  and  you  proved  one  that  was  outside  of  the  statute 
of  limitations,  would  not  that  statute  bar  it? 

Mr.  LrrTLETON.  That  would  rob  it  of  its  contemporaneous  char- 
acter right  away.  You  could  not  do  anything  if  you  wanted  to 
introduce  that  as  evidence  of  perjury,  not  because  it  was  barred 
or  not  barred,  but  because  it  was  not  contemporaneous  with  the  one 
charged  in  the  indictment.  That  would  be  the  reason.  You  could 
not  prove  anterior  acts  or  conduct  on  our  part,  but  only  to  shed 
light  an(J  illuminate  our  conduct  toward  this  Congress.  Inat  is  my 
theory  or  it,  and  that  is,  I  believe,  the  sound  theory  about  it.  If  the 
contempt  of  Congress  consisted  in  an  attempt  to  corrupt  them,  and 
we  wiU  assunie  that  some  one  attempted  last  year  to  corrupt  the 
last  Congress  and  then  came  over  and  attempted  to  corrupt  this  one, 
and  you  tried  him  on  the  question  of  contempt,  as  poor  John  Ander- 
son was  tried  and  punished  and  reprimanded  oecause  he  did  attempt 
to  bear  up  with  Mr.  Lewis — now,  then,  the  contempt  which  John 
Anderson  committed  could  not  be  used  to  show  his  conduct  toward 
Lewis  in  the  succeeding  Congress,  unless  it  was  a  series  of  systematic 
acts  and  of  such  contemporaneous  character  as  to  shed  light  upon 
the  intent  and  purposes  of  the  man  in  doing  it. 

Mr.  Stevens.  But  it  should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  Con- 
gress as  to  its  action  in  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Of  course  Congress  has  usually  unlimited  in- 
fluence there  when  it  comes  to  dealing  with  questions  of  contempt, 
but  I  do  not  believe,  Mr.  Stevens,  it  could  be  considered  by  Congress 
as  anything  else  than  it  would  be  considered  in  the  ordinary  court, 
to  illuminate  the  conduct  of  the  party  in  the  present  Congress. 
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Mr.  Stevens.  If  we  have  to  use  it  at  all,  what  difference  does  it 
make  with  you?  If  we  have  power  to  take  evidence  on  any  theory, 
we  have  the  right  to  go  to  the  limit  of  that  power. 

Mr.  Littleton.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  of  course  I  have  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  the  committee  considering  anything  we 
have  done  that  is  on  the  record. 

Mr.  Stevens.  If  we  have  the  right  to  get  evidence  at  all,  we  can 
use  it  as  we  see  fit. 

Mr.  Littleton.  There  is  no  question  about  that  at  all.  I  am  apt 
to  fall  into  the  habit  of  looking  at  the  legal  end  of  it — what  little 
habits  I  have  got.  You  ask  me  the  legal  question,  whether  I  believe 
the  fact  of  a  previous  contempt  to  corrupt  Congress  could  be  consid- 
ered by  this  Congress;  I  was  giving  you  my  legal  definition  of  such  an 
act. 

Mj*.  Stevens.  You  believe  it  could  be  used  for  certain  purposes  ? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Stevens.  If  we  do  get  evidence  from  a  certain  source,  Con- 
gress then  has  a  right  to  use  it  as  it  sees  fit  for  the  whole  situation. 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  am  trying  to  brinff  the  thing  down  to  a  general 
basis;  I  am  endeavoring  to  put  everything  that  is  on  record  in  this 
question  before  the  committee  now,  whether  it  considers  it  or  does 
not  consider  it. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Here  is  one  matter  I  would  like  your  views  upon  in 
discussing  the  affairs  of  your  company.  You  claim  that  you  reor- 
ganized, as  I  understand,  when  Mr.  Creecy  and  Senator  M.  C.  Butler, 
and  that  crowd  went  out  and  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  Frost  and  his  crowd 
took  charge.  Now,  you  would  disclaim  under  your  theory  our  right 
to  hold  your  company  for  anytliing  that  the  old  organization  did? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Of  course  I  would. 

Mr.  Stevens.  But  you  would  have  to  admit  that  if  that  reorgan- 
ized companv  adopts  a  certain  course  which  we  would  regard  as 
corruption  of  Congress  that  we  might  call  on  you  to  show  certain 
facts  showing  a  uniform  course  having  a  culmination  in  connection 
with  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  catch  the  drift  of  that 
statement.  But  so  far  as  the-HoUand  Boat  Company  is  concerned, 
the  predecessors  of  our  company  now,  and  the  conduct  of  these 
gentlemen  who  suffered  with  it  through  the  lean  j^ears  of  its  existence, 
and  the  conduct  of  any  person  in  connection  with  it,  of  course  the 
Electric  Boat  Conipanj^  either  legally  or  morally  could  not  bje  held 
responsible  before  the^  Congressional  bod}'  or  in  the  courts;  that 
would  be  limited. 

Mr.  Stevens.  We  reaUze  that. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Whether  there  is  any  coimection  between  the 
present  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  whether  connected  with  habits 
that  were  continous,  that  is  a  matter  entirely  for  the  work  of  the 
evidence.     I  do  not  see  it,  but  the  committee  may  see  differently. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Let  me  see  if  I  understand  your  position.  If  there 
is  no  evidence  of  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  your  corporation 
or  of  aiiy  other  corporation  in  connection  with  legislation  in  this 
present  Congress,  then  we  mi^ht  go  back  into  acts  in  connection  with 
a  previous  Congress  tending  to  corroborate  or  strengthen  the  testi- 
mony in  connection  with  this  Congress.'  But  there  being  no  evi- 
dence of  improper  conduct  touching  any  Member  of  the  present  Con- 
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gress  or  legislation  pendiiivj  or  proposed  in  the  present  Congress,  then 
we  have  no  power  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  company,  or 
whatever  company  it  may  be.  toucliinj;  its  conduct  or  previous 
conduct. 

Mr.  LrrxLETON.  Yes.  '  In  other  words,  the  last  year's  conduct  or 
the  year  before,  if  there  be  something  this  year  which  proved  that  we 
have  attempted  to  interfere  witli  this  Congress  or  to  do  anything 
that  you  would  have  the  right  to  investifrate — if  there  would  be  some- 
thing last  year  or  the  year  before  wliicli  shows  that  it  would  be  a 
systematic  development  or  connected  in  some  manner — I  think  that 
could  naturally  and  properly  be  used  to  show  leprehensible  practices. 
But  if  you  fail  to  show  sometliing  in  this  Congress,  1  claim  this  com- 
mittee is  sitting  without  jurisdiction. 

Let  us  write  mto  the  resolution — then  we  can  see  how  it  is — ''that 
a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  corrupt  practices 
of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the  practices  in  a  previous  Con- 
^ess,*'  let  that  be  any  Congress  whatever,  and  say  that  w.is  written 
into  this  resolution.  The  Electric  Boat  Company  could  very  readily. 
as  a  citizen,  I  think,  challenge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  committee  ana 
say,  you  gentlemen  have  no  right  to  investigate  its  conduct  tow  rd 
previous  Congresses;  it  is  entirely  \\'ithout  constitutional  power, 
express  or  imphed,  historical  or  traditional  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Well,  now,  Mr.  Littleton,  suppose  it  is  considered 
that  the  form  of  legislation  is  reprehensible — tnat  is  to  say,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Naval  Committee  was  wron^l  as  a 
matter  of  puolic  poUcy;  have  we  not  the  right  then,  if  it  gives  your 
companv  an  undue  advantage,  supposing  it  shows  an  unjust  and  undue 
profit,  that  it  gives  you  an  undue  advantage  over  comj)etitors,  that  it 
confines  the  Government  to  an  obsolete  or  obsolescent  (I  do  not  know 
which  it  is),  type  of  boat — have  we  not  the  right  then  to  com])el  you 
to  disclose  all  the  e\'idence  you  have  in  connection  with  that,  with  the 
idea  of  finding  whether  you  have  oxerc  isod  corrupt  methods  in  secur- 
ing these  advantages? 

Mr.  Littleton.  If  the  act  of  the  present  Congress  and  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  snowed 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  intended  to  make  an  exclusive 
act  providing  for  the  IloUand  type  of  boat,  or  intending  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  should  be  limited  to  it.  It  will  not  do  to  draw  an 
inference  against  17  of  your  colleagues  at  the  instance  of  1,  to  dis- 
regard the  conduct  of  17  upon  the  vague  suspicion  of  1  other  that 
there  was  something  wrong  m  the  influences  that  dictated  that  provi- 
sion. Neither  this  committee  nor  Congress  has  any  right  to  presume 
that  the  17  men  sitting  on  the  Naval  Committee  were  not  just  as  high 
in  their  probity  or  in  their  conceptions  of  duty  or  in  their  sense  of 
honor  as  any  other  committee  of  Congress.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that 
because  a  legislative  provision  in  the  naval  bill  in  the  Naval  Committee 
was  of  a  certain  character,  therefore  it  was  dictated  by  some  undue 
influence.  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  one  thing 
which  seems  to  have  been  lost  sight  of,  I  won't  say  by  the  committee, 
but  in  the  general  discussion  of  it  in  the  Naval  Committee.  This 
restrictive  legislation,  so-called,  was  passed  in  the  absence  of  compe- 
tition of  which  we  have  heard  so  much.  Was  there  not  at  the  very 
outset  of  this  affair  the  most  stringent,  the  most  severe  and  exacting 
competition  ever  inflicted  upon  two  companies,  providing  for  tests  on 
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the  high  seas,  where  these  devils  of  the  deep  could  demonstrate  their 
power  for  the  first  time.  The  competition  was  not  a  competition  of 
blueprints  against  boats,  of  vagaries  against  actual  demonstration;  it 
was  a  competition  had  in  the  open  sea,  where  each  man  was  invited  to 
enter  and  did  enter,  and  where  each  man  having  entered,  the  result 
dictated  to  the  Naval  Committee  and  the  Naval  Committee  decided 
that  this  boat  had  won  the  battle.  There  was  true  competition;  and 
the  legislation,  instead  of  cutting  out  competition,  had  produced  that 
very  competition  which  could  be  had  only  upon  the  high  seas. 

It  would  be  harsh  and  imreasonf^ble  to  presume,  because  the  Naval 
Committee  had  followed  the  tests  at  Newport  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navv  had  followed  the  practice  of  the  Department,  and  because 
they  had  done  what  Mr.  Simon  Lake  admitted  they  should  have  done, 
in  order  that  the  best  boat  should  win — I  say  it  would  be  harsh  uid 
xmreasonable,  because  the  legislation  was  then  regarded  as  restrict- 
ive, to  presume  that  in  some  inscrutable,  invisiole  way  our  coi^ 
poration — against  which  nothing  has  been  proven,  but  everything 
charged — had  reached  into  that  committee  room  and  endeavorea 
to  corrupt  17  Members  of  the  House.  There  is  not  one  definite 
suspicion  that  could  be  made  a  basis  to  justify  an  investigation 
into  our  private  affairs,  or  compel  us  to  dig  up  the  secret  documents 
of  our  system  and  lay  them  upon  the  table  and  expose  our  private 
business.  I  want  to  say  that  much  in  favor  of  the  competition  con- 
ducted by  the  Naval  Committee  and  against  the  presumption  of 
unfairness  in  the  Naval  Committee.  I  do  not  regret  it  on  account 
of  our  company;  we  accepted  the  legislation  passed  by  the  House 
the  other  aay  uncomplainingly  and  unmurmuringly;  we  will  meet 
the  gentlemen  under  any  flag  and  on  any  sea,  wherever  they  want 
to  go.  I  was  sorry  to  see  that  the  Naval  Committee  was  not  sus- 
tained in  the  House,  because  there  was  not  a  suggestion  to  shut  out 
competition;  instead  of  being  an  eflFort  to  throttle  competition,  it 
was  the  very  product  of  it.  And  I  therefore  submit  that  there  is 
no  reason  why  our  books  and  papers  should  be  had  by  this  committee, 
because  the  legislation  of  the  Naval  Committee  followed  theproCTamme 
which  resulted  from  the  competitive  tests  at  Newport.  The  ciy 
has  been,  there  was  no  competition.  What  the  gentlemen  want  is 
that  we  shall  make  a  boat  and  they  a  blueprint.  The  blueprint 
costs  $10  and  it  costs  $100,000  to  make  a  boat.  You  can  not  tell 
whether  a  blueprint  "will  dive  with  hydroplanes  or  without.  You 
can  not  tell  whether  the  plans  and  specifications  will  float  or  sink, 
but  you  can  tell  whether  a  boat  will  float  or  sink.  And  we  were  the 
first,  Mr.  Chairman;  we  spent  our  money  and  bankrupted  our  peo- 
ple. The  course  of  this  company  has  l>een  along  the  course  of  all 
such  companies.  In  my  judgment  the  history  of  the  average  cor- 
poration is  more  pathetic  than  that  of  the  average  man.  This  com- 
pany has  got  its  story  to  tell.  It  is  willing  to  stand  before  the  Naval 
Committee  and  the  Navy  Department;  but  it  submits  that  enough 
harm  has  already  been  done  to  it,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Now,  all  Europe  is  listening  to  the  scandal  and  outrage  perpetrated 
on  this  Congress ;  in  every  land  and  town  it  has  been  earned  from  these 
four  walls  that  we  were  corniptors  of  the  legislators  of  the  country. 
They  say  we  have  been  a  contaminating,  corrupting,  and  corroding 
influence  upon  the  Navy  Department.  That  report  nas  been  spread 
broadcast  throughout  tfie  country,  and  those  with  whom  we  have  had 
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business  relations  now  look  askance  at  us  and  say,  ''What  kind  of 
corrupt  and  miserable  corporation  is  this  we  have  been  doing  business 
with  ?  "  We  have  submitted  to  all  sorts  of  imputations  against  us ;  we 
have  stood  before  the  country  with  a  Member  of  the  House  charging 
us  with  corruption,  with  bribery.  And  we  did  not  answer  through  the 
press;  we  answered  nowhere  but  to  the  face  of  our  accusers  and  before 
this  honorable  committee.  We  have  never  spoken  until  to-day, 
although  speech  has  a  thousand  times  risen  to  our  lips,  and  although 
our  hearts  have  beat  with  anxiety  to  deny  *the  outrages  against  us. 
This  is  the  first  time  and  only  time  and  perhaps  the  last  time  we  will 
have  a  chance  to  say  anything.  We  have  been  patient  and  earnest 
in  our  endeavor  to  do  our  duty.  We  demand  that  those  who  take 
issue  shall  come  as  into  a  court  of  equity,  with  clean  hands  and  clean 
motives;  not  actuated  by  impulses  of  rivalry  or  instigated  by  the 
company  with  which  we  have  won  upon  tests.  We  saj,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  ask  us  to  produce  the  books  and  papers  now,  m  the  face  of 
the  whole  evidence,  at  the  dictation  of  a  competitor,  or  in  pursuance 
of  idle  rumor  and  gossip — confessed  gossip;  it  has  been  floated 
through  this  room  for  two  months,  at  last  to  be  admitted  as  gossip — 
to  require  all  this  of  a  business  corporation,  and  let  the  news  go  to  the 
four  quarters  of  the  earth  that  we  have  turned  over  to  the  American 
Government  all  our  private  papers,  contracts,  that  everything  has 
been  turned  over,  is  simply  to  invite  the  countries  of  Europe  with 
whom  we  have  done  business  to  say  we  are  playing  fast  and  loose  in 
our  obligations  with  them.  It  is  simply  to  invite  a  rival  concern, 
unable  to  meet  us  in  fair  competition,  to  mtroduce  a  resolution  based 
upon  rumor  and  hearsay,  ana  thus  to  expose  and  publish  our  books 
and  papers  and  destroy  the  business  of  our  concern.  Some  one  might 
say  the  United  States  Steel  Company  has  been  influencing  Congress; 
he  might  go  to  vour  Committee  on  Rules  and  bring  charges  which 
would  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  take  evidence;  again,  this 
accuser  might  call  on  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Steel  Company 
and  let  them  in  turn  deny  that  these  wrongs  have  been  done;  sup- 
pose the  companies  should  simply  deny  they  had  any  guilty  knowl- 
edge, any  incnminating  evidence  to  give;  and  then,  on  top  of  that, 
Congress  should  say:  "You  must  bring  your  books  and  papers'' — let 
that  be  declared  to  oe  the  law  and  the  policy  of  this  Government,  and 
every  business  or  corporate  property  from  lllaine  to  California  and  the 
Gulf  to  the  Lakes  will  perish.  And  furthermore,  if  such  a  law  could 
be  enforced  against  corporations,  then  every  partnership  could  be  made 
to  produce  its  books  and  papers,  with  like  results. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  name  of  our  simple  corporate  rights  under  the 
law  of  this  country,  I  respectfully,  on  behalf  of  the  Electric  Boat 
Company,  protest,  and  I  plead  that  this  demand  on  behalf  of  the  cora- 
mittee^for  the  production  of  books  and  papers  shall  not  put  us  in  the 
embarrassing  position  of  refusing  to  produce  them.  I  ask  the  com- 
mittee not  only  not  to  make  an  order,  but  not  to  ask  us  to  produce 
them;  not  put  us  in  the  position  which  would  follow  of  having  refused 
to  produce  those  books  and  papers. 

lean  not  tell  you  how  mucn  obliged  I  am  for  your  patient  attention. 

Mr.  Stevens.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  one  question,  Mr.  Littleton. 
In  207  United  States  Reports,  in  the  case  of  the  Consolidated  Rendering 
Company  against  Vermont,  the  syllabus  of  the  case  reads  thus:  "An 
objection  that  a  notice  to  produce  books  and  papers  is  too  broad  can 
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not  'be  urged  against  the  validity  of  the  order  adjud^ng  the  party 
refusing  to  comply  guilty  of  coniempt.  (Hale  t».  Henkel,  201  tl.  S~, 
43).  Nor  is  a  notice  to  produce  too  broad  if,  as  in  this  case,  it  is 
limited  to  books  and  papers  relating  to  dealings  with  certain  specified 
parties  between  certain  specified  dates."  Is  not  the  subpoena  in 
this  case  of  the  form  discussed  by  the  Supreme  Court  ? 

Mr.  Littleton.  No,  sir:  that  has  been  limited  to  nothing  at  all. 
The  subpoena  in  this  case^says  all  books  of  accounts  showing  payments 
made  to  attorneys  and  employees  for  work  performed  or  to  be  per- 
formed at  Washington  or  in  any  Congressional  district  within  the 
United  States;  that  means  from  the  beginning  of  time  to  the  end  of 
the  world;  it  is  not  limited  at  either  end,  and  in  every  nook  and  comer 
of  the  United  States;  you  may  have  a  thousand  attorneys. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Would  not  the  pre^^umption,  in  view  of  the  doctrines 
you  have  laid  down — would  not  the  presumption  follow  that  that 
would  be  confined  to  the  presejit  Congress  ? 

Mr.  Littleton.  You  can  not  presume  against  the  face  of  this 
subpoena.  I  would  like  to  indulge  that  presumption,  but  I  would 
hate  to  think  I  had  obeved  the  subpoena  unless  it  was  redrawn.  Here 
is  the  point:  If  this  subpoena  were  drawn  as  I  think  it  ought  to  be — 
of  course  my  ideas  are  tliose  of  attorney  for  the  boat  company,  and 
they  have  got  to  be  taken  with  that  limitation — but  I  should  say  the 
subpoena  should  read  that  you  bring  with  you  all  books  and  papers. 
There  is  no  trouble  to  get  at  the  charge  in  this  tiling,  the  chai^je  that 
for  several  vears  prior  to  the  investigation  the  Holland  and  its  suc- 
cessor, the  filectric  Boat  Company,  retained  in  Washington  an  organ- 
ized lobby  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  legislative  appropriations; 
and  if  I  am  right  in  my  contention,  that  confers  no  jurisdiction  upon 
anything  anterior  to  this  Congress.  That  is  really  the  only  place 
wKere  the  books  are  mentioned.  It  says  that  an  examination  of  the 
books  and  records  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor, 
the  Holland  Boat  Company,  will  show  that  large  sums  of  money  have 
been  paid  from  their  treasuries  for  the  above  purpose — that  is,  that 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  bv  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
to  campaign  funds  to  accomplish  the  <Jefeat  or  election  of  Membere 
of  Congress.  Now,  that  is  tne  only  assertion,  either  in  the  charges 
or  evidence,  that  our  books  and  papers  will  show  anything. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Would  not  there  ne  a  presumption  that  the  juris- 
diction of  this  committee  would  he  read  into  it? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Well,  I  don't  know.  If  you  just  put  it  in  the 
language  which  I  think  would  be  the  simple  wav  to  meet  what  we  are 
charged  with;  if  you  put  it  in  the  language  of  that  charge,  you  can 
answer  that  very  readily.  In  other  words,  if  the  language  is"  treated 
in  its  ordinary  sense,  like  an  ordinary  man  treats  language,  we  are 
charged  with  having  spent  great  sums  of  money  to  elect  and  defeat 
Members  of  Congress.  Suppose  that  was  in  tlie  subpoena,  and  you 
said,  ^/ Bring  all  your  books  and  papers  that  show  contributions  to 
campaign  funds  or  Members  of  ('ongress  of  any  description  and  kind." 
Now,  Mr.  Rice  takes  the  stand,  and  the  committee  and  Mr.  Lilley 
through  his  questions,  dictated  by  the  other  company,  asked  the 
the  question,  "Did  you  ever  contribute  money  t<)  a  campaign  fund?*' 
''I  did  not."  ''Did  your  company ?''  ''t  did  not.\'  "To  any 
campaign  fund  to  any  Member  ol  Congress ?''  "I  did  not."  "Any 
member  of  the  Naval  Committee?-'     "  I  did  not."     Not  a  suggestion 
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of  any  book,  paper,  or  document  anywhere  that  would  throw  any  Ught 
upon  the  question,  because  nothing  of  that  sort  has  ever  taken  place 
and  there  is  nothing  ta  record  upon  the  subject.  Now,  that  evioence 
was  given  here  before  this  committee  by  Air.  Bamett,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Frost,  and  Mr.  Rice.  Now,  then,  if  you  are  going  to  deal  with  it  in 
the  ordinary  way,  the  charges  are  here;  if  all  right,  we  will  read  them 
into  the  subpoena  duces  tecum.  Take  the  record  of  which  the  chair- 
man says  this  thing  will  be  said  or  understood.  Your  answer  is  abso- 
lute; there  is  no  suggestion  that  there  was  any  money  contributed 
of  that  sort;  you  have  asked  us  if  we  have  it  and  we  have  said,  no. 
Can  there  be  any  answer  to  that?  Take  Mr.  Lilley's  case;  suppose  he 
had  said,  *'I  have  no  letters;  did  not  write  any.''  Would  you  have 
demanded  the  letters  from  him?  We  tell  you  there  are  no  papers, 
no  documents,  nothing  of  that  sort  occurred.  Can  we  produce  some- 
tiling  we  have  not  got?  Can  you  demand  someting  in  the  subpoena 
duces  tecum  which  we  have  already  demonstrated  we  have  not  got? 
I  do  not  think  so.     That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  answer  to  that. 

Of  course  it  goes  without  saving  that  these  charges  have  not  been 
sustained,  and  Mr.  Lilley  on  the  last  day,  in  response  to  Mr.  Brous- 
sard,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Howard,  distinctly  and  unqualifiedly  said 
that  eveiTone  of  them  was  based  upon  hearsay  and  rumors.  Now% 
when  we  nave  both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  hearings  the  decla- 
ration of  the  person  on  whose  sole  responsibility  the  charges  were 
made,  even  triough  counsel  for  the  other  company  dictated  the 
charges — when  we  have  his  disclaimer  that  he  himself  does  not  base 
them  on  anything  except  idle  rumor  and  you  have  here  evidence  that 
there  is  no  such  thing — how  futile  is  it  to  say  to  us,  '^Produce  them," 
We  can  not;  our  simple  plea  is,  '*Xon  possumus.''  And  the  reason 
I  take  exception  to  tliis  subpoena  is  because  I  ought  to  do  it;  as  a 
lawyer,  under  that  decision  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  do  it,  if  the  com- 
mittee will  permit  me;  as  I  said  the  other  day,  that  is  the  reason  I 
asked  the  chairman  if  its  proceeding  is  to  be  based  on  this  subpoena. 
I  see  no  reason  for  doing  anything  more  than  meet  the  simple  ques- 
tion, Is  there  anything  in  the  charges  or  in  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
that  suggests  a  point  qn  which  we  would  shed  any  light  by  producing 
these  books  and  papers?  I  confess — looking  at  it  with  an  unbiased 
judgment,  and  appearing  as  temperate  as  a  man  can  in  the  midst  of 
an  intemperate  dimate — I  do  not  see  any  answer  to  the  proposition 
at  all;  it  nas  gotten  beyond  me;  I  can  not  reason  any  further  about 
it.     I  have  gone  to  the  end  of  my  capacity  for  reasoning  on  it. 

In  the  Chapman  case  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  said 
this: 

The  questions  were  not  intrusions  into  the  affairs  of  the  citizen:  they  did  not  seek  to 
ascertain  any  facts  as  to  the  conduct,  methods,  extent,  or  details  of  the  business  of  the 
firm  in  question,  but  only  whether  that  firm,  confej«edly  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
stocks,  and  the  particular  stock  named,  was  employed  by  any  Senator  to  buy  or  sell  for 
him  any  of  tliat  stock,  whose  market  price  mi^ht  be  affected  by  the  Senate's  action. 
We  can  not  regard  these  questions  as  amounting  to  an  unreasonable  search  into  the 
private  affairs  of  the  witness,  simply  because  he  may  have  been  in  some  degree  con- 
nected with  the  alleged  transactions,  and  as  investigations  of  this  sort  are  within  the 
power  of  either  of  the  two  Houses,  they  can  not  be  defeated  on  purely  sentimental 
grounds. 

The  questions  were  undoubtedly  pertinent  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  inquiry. 
The  resolutions  directed  the  committee  to  inquire  whether  any  Senator  has  been,  or  ie, 
speculating  in  what  are  known  as  "sugar  stocKs"  during  the  consideration  of  the  tariff 
bill  now  before  the  Senate.    (166  U.  S.,  669.) 
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Mr.  Stevens.  You  concede,  if  your  officers  denied  that  there  were 
any  such  things  in  existence,  if  there  were  any  proof  that  your  officers 
were  mistaken,  or  that  some  such  thin^  were*m  existence,  that  your 
position  would  then  be  void  under  the  Chapman  case,  would  you  not  i 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes;  with  the  exception  of  this  suggestion;  if  our 
officers  were  swearing  one  way  and  the  evidence  was  tne  other  way, 
you  would  have  the  right  to  say,  **We  do  not  believe  your  officers." 
X  ou  would  have  independent  testimony  from  an  independent  source. 
You  have  not  onljr  nothing  of  that  sort  now,  but  you  have  disproof  of 
that  whole  proposition. 

Mr.  Howard.  Suppose  you  went  to  court;  how  are  you  going  to 
try  this  question  out*  We  have  issued  that  particular  subpoena,  and 
you  object  to  it  on  the  ground  you  have.  We  will  adnut  that  the 
objection  was  valid  and  then  redraft  a  new  subpoena,  putting  it  on 
the  specific  allegations  in  the  charges,  that  you  undertook  to  defeat  a 
certain  Member  or  elect  a  certain  Member  of  the  Sixtieth  Confess, 
and  that  we  wanted  your  books  and  papers  to  show  that.  That 
would  get  rid  of  all  the  objections  you  have  urged. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes. 

Mr.  Howard.  You  would  answer  that  imder  oath  in  court,  would 
you  not? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Howard.  By  saying  you  had  no  such  books  and  papers? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Howard.  Now  then,  the  other  side  would  traverse  your  answer. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Howard.  It  would  undertake  to  prove  your  answer  not  true. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Howard.  On  the  trial  of  the  issue  made  by  that  traverse  would 
the  other  side  get  the  evidence  to  support  their  traverse  or  would  they 
have  to  furnish  it  aliunde. 

Mr.  Littleton.  They  would  have  to  furnish  it  ahunde. 

Mr.  Howard.  If  they  were  compelled  under  law  to  furnish  it 
aliunde,  would  you  not,  until  they  proved  the  issue  under  that  trav- 
erse, be  protected  by  your  original  answer? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Undoubtedly  so. 

Mr.  Howard.  Would  we  have  any  greater  right  than  in  court? 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  do  not  think  so;    I  think  you  would  have  no 

freater  right  and  would  be  bound  by  the  same  limitations  and  views. 
n  other  words,  it  happens  to  be  in  the  record  now  that  Mr.  Rice  has 
already  denied  everything  that  could  be  suggested  by  these  cTiarges: 
and  all  its  officers  have  done  so;  to  reframe  the  charge  would  simply 
mean,  they  would  have  to  appear  and  say  again,  '^TVe  have  no  such 
books  and  papers,  because  we  never  did  any  such  thing." 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  the  charges  were  be^n  and  we  started 
out  in  this  investigation  six  weeks  ago,  large  latitude  was  given  to 
everybody  by  the  committee,  to  us  as  well  as  to  anybody  else,  to 
cross-Question  in,  and  to  do  as  we  like  about  it;  large  latitude  has 
been  allowed  since  that  time,  and  in  this  debate  we  have  been  allowed 
large  latitude.  This  whole  investigation  rests  upon  the  unsupported 
moral  convictions  of  one  man;  no,  not  so  much  as  that,  on  nothing 
more  than  persistent,  prevailing  rumor. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Well,  now,  what  have  you  to  say  about  the  question 
of  excessive  costs  in  the  pending  appropriation  bill? 
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Mr.  Littleton.  The  pending  appropriation  bill? 

Mr.  Stevens.  Yes;  as  the  basis  for  the  production  of  your  books 
and  papers. 

Mr.  LiIttleton.  Take  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lilley  on  the  question 
of  cost;  he  says  that  he  got  his  estimates  of  cost  by  having  a  compu- 
tation made  by  the  secretary,  and  by  Mr.  Neflf,  I  think,  for  part  of  it. 
Now,  the  whole  proof,  if  you  would  call  it  oroof ,  is  made  up  of  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Neff.  Mr.  NeflF  belongs  to  the 
other  company.  Like  myself,  he  would  not  want  to  make  up  the 
testimony  as  to  cost;  I  would  suspect  myself  if  I  did  it,  and  I  am 
satisfied  Mr.  Neff  would  suspect  himself.  *Mi.  Webster  I  shall  not 
comment  upon;  I  do  not  think  he  is  competent  to  say  anythii^ 
about  the  submarines  any  more  than  any  other  intelligent  boy  of  his 
age.  Just  consider  how  reckless  it  is  to  go  before  an  intelligent  com- 
mittee of  representative  men,  to  go  before  this  country,  and  to  throw 
out  this  suggestion.  Do  we  nave  to  answer  because  of  that?  Would 
a  committee  of  Congress,  appointed  to  investigate  this  matter  of 
cost,  require  the  company  to  come  in  and  divulge  its  books  and  cost 
account  because  the  secretary  of  some  Congressman  has  said  that? 
We  have  the  officers  of  the  departments  of  tne  Government  who  are 
familiar  with  this  question,  and  they  tell  us  that  the  cpst  is  reason- 
able. We  have  the  fact  that  they  have  accepted  our  prices.  We 
have  the  testimony  of  our  own  constructor,  than  whom  I  think  there 
is  no  better,  Mr.  Spear.  We  have  our  own  figures  at  the  Navy  Depart^ 
ment  now,  and  at  the  command  of  this  committee.  Will  you  gentle- 
men seriously  and  earnestly  contemplate  the  spectacle  of  an  under- 
strapper overruling  the  whole  Navy  Department  ? 

Mr.  Olmsted.  \o\i  said  a  blueprint  cost  $10  and  a  boat  $100,000. 
Is  that  the  result  of  computation? 

Mr.  Littleton.  Not  at  all.  That  was  an  illustration;  I  was  trying 
to  give  the  proportion,  and  I  took  that  of  a  blueprint  costing  $10  and  a 
boat  costing  $100,000;  there  was  no  computation.  I  want  to  say  we 
have  been  up  against  a  proposition  of  competition  with  the  blueprints 
all  the  while.  Certain  men  take  up  the  idea,  build  boats,  demonstrate 
their  ability,  and  then  a  lot  of  blueprints  are  put  on  the  table  by 
would-be  competitors  against  this  boat.    I  use  that  as  an  illustration. 

The  Chaibman.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  you  have  any  author- 
ity or  any  suggestion  to  offer  regarding  the  power  of  this  committee 
to  demand  the  production  of  those  books  ana  papers  by  way  of  cross- 
examination;  tnat  seems  to  have  been  a  point  which  has  not  been 
fully  elucidated,  and  w^as  referred  to  hj  iir.  Brown,  who  contended 
that  although  Mr.  Lillev  might  be  our  witness,  we  had  no  right  to  call 
for  his  letters  by  way  of  cross-examination.  Now,  let  me  refer  you  to 
page  22  of  the  printed  record,  where  Mr.  Lilley  modifies  his  statement 
Defore  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  said : 

I  should  again  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  have  made  no  charge  against  the  mem- 
bership of  the  House,  but  only  against  the  improper  methods  pursued  by  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  and  its  predecessor  to  influence  Members  of  the  House,  and  notwith- 
fltanding  which  the  Committee  on  Rules,  of  its  own  motion,  prepared  and  reported 
a  resolution  under  which  the  committee  is  proceeding,  which  reads  as  follows: 

''Resolved,  That  a  conmiittee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  by  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  said  com- 
pany and  of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  legislation." 

.  i|Tne  first  statement  of  this  resolution,  that  I  have  made  charges  of  corrupt  practices 
on  the  part  of  said  company,  is  correct.    The  further  statement,  that  I  nave  made 
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charges  of  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  Members  of  Congress,  is  not  correct  and  is  at 
variance  with  tne  tenor  of  my  original  resolution  and  of  my  statement  made  before 
the  Conmiittee  on  Rules. 

Now,  after  summoning  all  the  witnesses  whose  names  had  been 
suggested  by  Mr.  Lilley,  and  after  going  further  here,  endeavoring 
to  verify  his  charges  by  witnesses  who  the  committee  thought  would 
know  whether  there  had 'been  any  corrupt  practice,  namelv,  the 
officials  of  the  rival  company,  and  when  the  summoning  of  all  these 
witnesses  had  failed  to  disclose  in  oral  testimony  any  substantiation  of 
the  charges,  some  seven  weeks  after  the  statement  referred  to  .on 
page  22,  Mr.  Lilley  in  his  testimony  said  [Mr.  Broussard  conducting 
the  examination] : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  charge  that  these  methods  have  been  effective,  and 
Congress  has  been  influenced  by  these  methods? — ^A.  I  do  not  charge  any  Member  of 
Congress,  Mr.  Broussard. 

That  seemed  to  be,  after  seven  weeks  of  taking  testimony,  a  con- 
firmation of  his  opinion  stated  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  conrniittee. 
That  left  only  his  charge  of  corrupt  practices  on  part  of  this  boat 
company  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  Members.  The  only  specific 
way  in  which  that  charge  could  be  made  good  under  his  original 
statement  w^ts  through  the  corrupting  influences  of  the  press;  and 
on  page  1587  this  question  was  askea: 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  about  the  press^  and  not  about  a  man  visiting  chambers  of  Congress 
and  municipal  buildings;  I  am  askmg  about  the  press.  Do  you  make  that  specific 
charge? — ^A.  Whether  they  have  corrupted  any  Member  of  Congress? 

Q.  Yes;  whether  they  have  been  eiiective? — A.  I  can  not  say  that  they  have. 

Q.  You  charge,  I  understand,  that  this  company  has  been,  through  its  repre- 
hensible methods,  able  to  secure  contracts  with  tne  Navy  Department  whereby  tney 
have  made  profits  that  are  beyond  the  normal  profits  of  men  engaged  in  business? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  charge  that  the  men  connected  with  the  making  of  these  contracts  with 
this  company  have  been  corrupted  by  the  men  who  have  secured  the  contracts? — A, 
No,  sir;  1  do  not. 

Now,  the  question  I  wish  to  ask  is  whether,  after  that  withdrawing 
of  the  charge,  this  committee  can  by  way  of  cross-examination 
demand  any  of  these  books  and  papers  to  substantiate  any  of  the  infor- 
mation.    iJave  you  any  authority  or  any  suggestion  to  make? 

Mr.  Littleton.  You  mean  demand  the  books  and  papers  of  the  boat 
company,  after  the  withdrawing  of  the  charge  under  the  questions 
of  Mr.  Broussard? 

The  Chairman.  Yes;  after  the  charge  that  remains  after  that 
withdrawing,  namely,  that  there  has  been  corruption  on  the  part^  of 
the  boat  company,  but  not  affecting  Members  or  members  of  the 
Navy  Conunittee. 

Mr.  Littleton.  As  I  said  a  Uttle  while  ago,  although  I  did  not  have 
this  clear  evidence  before  me  at  the  time,  Congress  nas  no  power  to 
investigate  a  citizen  for  the  fun  of  investigating  liim,  nor  a  corpora- 
tion ;  I  do  not  care  how  corrupt  a  citizen  is,  nor  how  nefarious  and 
devious  are  the  ways  of  a  corporation.  In  other  words,  as  you  sug- 
gest, the  record  shows  that  these  charges  were  first  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules;  as  I  understand,  that  neither  comprises  by  evolu- 
tion nor  devolution  the  charge  that  there  was  corruption  on  part  of 
Members  of  the  House  whom  Mr.  Lilley  said  he  did  not  want  to  name. 
When  this  committee  was  organized  he  said  at  the  outset  he  charged 
the  boat  company  with  an  attempt  to  corrupt  Members  of  Congress, 
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.  but  he  did  not  name  Members  of  Congress.  Now,  we  still  have, 
after  seven  or  eight  weeks,  the  final  question  left  us  of  attempting  to 
exert  influence  on  Congress.  Thus  tne  charges  finally  dwindle  down 
to  the  proposition  that  this  is  a  corrupt  boat  company. 

Mr.  Howard.  Impotently  corrupt. 

Mr.  LnTLETON.  Yes;  an  emasculated  boat  company. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Conceding  that  up  to  this  time  there  is  no  apparent 
basis,  as  you  claim,  but  this  committee  has  made  further  demand 
upon  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  that  they  produce  their  books 
and  contracts,  and  has  demanded  or  Mr.  Charles  R.  Flint,  who  is 
informed  about  such  matters,  that  he  produce  contracts  and  infor- 
mation; now,  if  those  witnesses  do  produce,  as  I  presume  they  will, 
their  books  and  papers,  and  show  an  unjust,  unaue,  and  excessive 
profit,  would  not  the  result,  which  might  be  the  basis  for  legislation 
and  charges  against  you — could  not  that  evidence  be  used  as  a  basis 
for  the  production  of  your  books  and  papers?  Suppose  the  Lake 
Company  produced  their  papers  and  contracts,  and  Mr.  Flint  his 
books  and  contracts,  and  all  of  this  evidence  gathered  in  that  way 
would  show  that  you  had  received  an  unjust  and  excessive  profit, 
and  that  you  would  receive  an  unjust  andi  excessive  profit,  in  view 
of  the  legislation  that  was  proposed  in  the  House  bill,  would  not  that 
be  a  basis  for  our  compelling  the  production  of  your  books  and 
papers? 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  am  willing  to  make  this  sort  of  a  statement, 
Mr.  Stevens:  If  Mr.  Flint  produces  anything  at  any  time,  or  Mr 
Lake  produces  anything  about  the  cost  of  any  of  our  vessels,  or 
theirs,  for  that  matter,  showing  excessive  profit,  I  wish  to  go  upon 
recorci  that  I  do  not  think  it  within  the  scope  of  this  resolution;  out 
we  will  give  the  committee  no  trouble  on  the  question  of  cost. 

Mr.  Stevens.  And  that  the  profit  would  go  to  your  company 
solely.  If  these  gentlemen  prove  by  the  production  of  their  books  and 
papers  and  contracts  that  a  tremendously  unjust  and  corrupt  profit 
would  accrue  to.  you,  could  not  we  then  compel 

Mr.  LnTLETON.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  like  to  admit  one  state- 
ment that  you  make — that  is,  that  in  truth  we  have  got  any  such 
profit.     The  facts  are  just  the  other  way. 

Mr.  Stevens.  That  is  not  a  part  of  my  contention;  but  suppose 
that  was  proved  by  a  production  of  the  books  and  papers? 

Mr.  LnTLETON.  If  they  produced  books  to  show  that  we  have 
been  making  misrepresentations  about  profits,  we  would  be  anxious 
to  demonstrate  to  the  committee  that  we  have  not.  We  know  that 
is  not  80.     The  cost  of  construction  we  do  not  care  a  thing  about. 

Mr.  Stevens.  We  understand  that  if  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr.  Flint  show 
their  books  and  papers,  and  they  show  an  excessive  profit,  we  can  use 
that  as  a  basis  of  compelling  yours. 

Mr.  Littleton.  You  make  it  as  a  basis  for  a  request ;  we  acknowl- 
edge no  compulsion  at  all.  In  other  words,  we  do  not  care  about  the 
Question  of  cost  one  minute  before  this  committee.  You  can  have 
tne  cost  of  our  boats;  the  cost  of  construction.  We  are  fighting  on 
the  general  question  involved.  We  feel  that  it  is  our  duty  toward 
ourselves  and  to  the  committee,  and  to  everybody  else,  not  to 
yield  too  much  to  the  dictates  of  rumor  and  suggestion  and  gossip. 
There  must  be  some  limitation  to  the  point  to  which  a  private  con- 
cern can  be  driven  under  the  mere  threat  and  fear  of  rumor.    There 
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must  be  some  point  beyond  which  we  must  not  let  ourselves  be  driven, 
for  the  sake  of  our  stockholders. 

What  is  there  about  us  that  makes  us  a  corrupt  company  ?  There 
has  been  thrown  about  us  suspicion;  men  point  their  finger  at  us  and 
say,  "There  goes  the  Electric  Boat  Company." 

Mr.  Stevens.  They  have  hired  pretty  good  lawyers. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Yom*  suggestion  is  that  they  have  hired  lawyers. 
I  would  adn)it  more  than  this.  They  have  hired  attomevs  in  ^V  ash- 
ington,  in  Michigan,  and  in  Connecticut.  But  who  says  tliat  Gordon 
did  anything  in  his  district?  Does  Mr.  I^oud  say  it;  Gordon,  Edin- 
borough,  or  Lilley  say  it?  Who  says  that  ConCTessmen  in  Wash- 
ington have  done  more  than  Mr.  Thurston  has  done,  or  Xeff?  Mr. 
Thurston  was  once  our  counsel — — 

Mr.  Howard.  Have  not  the  Ijake  Company  in  that  regard  flat- 
tered you  by  sincere  imitation  ? 

Mr.  Littleton.  I  am  not  certain  that  they  have  not  outdone  us 
in  point  of  ability.  I  must  say,  as  somebody  said  on  the  committee, 
that  Senator  Thurston  is  a  host.  I  thought  that  was  only  a  pleas- 
antry of  the  committee,  but  when  I  began  to  see  the  product  of  his 
hand  following  in  first  one  way  and  then  another,  and  that  his 

Erivate  hall-mark  was  on  almost  all  the  papers  here,  I  b^an  to  believe 
e  was  more  than  a  host.  I  said  to  myself  we  may  have  a  multitude 
of  lawyers,  but  they  have  not  done  as  much  as  one  distinguished 
lawyer  has  done  for  the  Lake  Company. 

Isow,  I  want  to  close  with  one  other  suggestion.  Mr.  Kellogg,  of 
Connecticut,  I  think  he  was  one  of  the  names  mentioned.  Frank 
Taylor,  a  clubmate  and  friend  of  Mr.  Lilley,  came  down  and  requested 
him  to  vote.     I  think  that  is  the  only  one. 

We  feel  that  we  should  not  be  compelled  to  put  oiu*  books  and 
papers  on  the  table  before  the  committee  at  the  behest  of  rumors  set 
on  foot  by  propaganda  for  a  rival  boat  company,  and  the  only  rival 
we  have. 

TESTIMONY  OF  EOYAL  W.  TH0MP80H. 

Royal  W.  Thompson,  being  firstjduly  sworn,  upon^being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Mr.  Thompson,  you  live  in  Washington? — A.  I  am  here  during 
the  session  of  Congress  only. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Washington? — ^A.  I  have  been  here 
during  the  sessions  of  Congress  since  November,  1897. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  or  have  you  read  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Webster! — 
A.  I  have  heard  rumor  that  there  was  such  testimony;  I  have  not 
seen  it  or  read  it  or  had  it  read  to  me. 

Q.  Has  anyone  told  it  to  you? — A.  The  ^st  I  knew — I  suppose 
you  refer  to  tne  testimony  of  \lr.  Webster  in  which  my  name  is  used. 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes;  yesterday  morning,  I  should  say  about  11 
o'clock,  possibly  later,  when  the  gentleman  whose  name  was  used  in 
connection  with  mine  in  that  testimony,  which  should  not  have  been 
used  there,  came  into  his  office — I  refer  now  to  Senator  Bulkeley, 

Q.  I  have  not  asked  vou  to  mention  names. — ^A.  I  mention  it 
because  it  was  mentioned,  as  I  understand,  by  Mr.  Webster;  other- 
wise I  would  not  have  mentioned  it.     He  said,  ''  Thompson,  I  under- 


HEABINGS  ON   HOUSE  BESOLTJTION  288.  1711 

stand  they  got  you,"  or  words  to  that  eflFecf,  "in  the  submarine 
investigation?''  I  said,  "Is  that  so?"  He  said,  "Yes;  it  was  in 
the  paper  yesterday."  I  said,  "I  have  not  seen  it."  That  was  all 
that  passed  between  us.  Later  in  the  day  Mr.  Webster  called  ia  the 
conmiittee  room,  I  suppose  to  pass  the  time  of  day;  he  appeared  to 
have  no  other  business.  He  said,  "Well,  I  got  you  into  tne  investi- 
gation," or  words  to  that  eflfect.  I  said,  '^Is  that  so?"  He  said, 
"In  regard  to  that  resolution."  I  said,  "Is  that  so?"  Nothing 
further  was  said  between  us  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  shortly 
Mr.  Webster  went  out.  A  Connecticut  newspaper  man  who  calls 
at  the  office  every  day  to  gather  such  items  of  news  that  we  might 
have  in  our  office  of  interest  to  people  reading  the  papers  of  Connec- 
ticut represented  by  himself  and  others,  asked  me  in  regard  to  the 
matter,  and  he  told  me  about  the  matter,  as  I  have  heard  before, 
that  Mr.  Webster  had  brought  my  name  into  the  matter  in  regard 
to  some  resolution.  Now  what  there  is  in  that  testimony  I  do  not 
know  any  further. 

Q.  That  is  the  extent  of  the  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Web- 
ster?— ^A.  That  is  the  extent  of  the  conversation.  Now,  in  regard 
to  the  matter,  if  my  understanding  of  this  testimony  is  correct, 
some,  I  should  say,  two  or  three  weeks,  possibly  not  as  long,  before 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution  in  the  House  in  regard  to  this 
inquiry,  or  investigation,  Mr.  Webster  called  at  my  office  in  the 
Senate  wing  of  the  Capitol.  He  said,  '' Thompson,  I  am  not  very- 
much  experienced  down  here;  I  am  new  at  tms  work,  but  I  have 
been  reauested  by  Mr.  Lilley  to  get  up  some  resolutions.  Now,  I 
have  a  draft  of  some  resolutions  here.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
are  in  proper  form  or  not.  I  wish  you  would  tell  me  whether  they 
are."  I  looked  at  them  and  saw  the  purport  of  it  and  passed  them 
back.  I  said,  "I  do  not  know  anytning  about  this,  Mr.  Webster, 
and  I  do  not  want  to  know  anything  about  it."  He  said,  "I  want 
to  know  just  simply  as  regards  to  the  form."  I  took  up  one  resolu- 
tion, which  was  tne  first  resolution,  I  understand,  that  has  been  pro- 
-  duced  here  in  regard  to  the  investigation  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany. It  had  a  page  or  so  of  whereases.  I  said,  "WTiat  do  you 
expect  to  do  with  this  resolution — simply  introduce  it  for  the  effect 
it  might  have,  or  is  this  resolution  to  be  introduced  to  be  acted  upon?" 
He  said,  "This  resolution  is  to  be  introduced  to  be  acted  upon." 
I  am  quoting  as  best  I  can  from  memory.  I  said,  "Cut  out  all  of 
your  whereases:  just  simply  put  in  the  resolution  asking  for  this 
investigation.  Cut  out  all  of  your  whereases  and  do  not  give  away 
any  evidence  you  may  have." 

Now,  in  the  resolution  there  was  a  reference,  the  wording  I  can  not 
quote,  but  which  in  my  estimation  reflected  in  a  manAer,  or  misht  be 
construed  to  reflect,  upon  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  of  the  House.  I  said:  "I  would  cut  that  out."  I  sat  down 
at  my  typewriter  and  on  a  piece  of  pad  paper  I  struck  off  in  rough 
draft  the  substance  I  had  in  mind,  leaving  out  whereases  and  reference 
to  the  members  of  the  committee  and  passed  that  to  him.  Then  he 
had  another  resolution,  which  I  hardly  read  through:  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  did.  He  said :  "  I  do  not  know  whether  we  will  do  anything 
with  this  resolution  or  not."  I  said:  "If  you  do  not  expect  to  do 
much  with  it,  but  simply  for  the  effect  it  might  have  on  the  public  to 
have  such  a  resolution  mtroduced,  I  would  leave  your  whereases  in. 
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or  as  many  whereases  as  j'oucan  in,  if  you  are  looking  after  anything  of 
that  character/'  That  is  all  the  conversation  we  had.  Mr.  Webster 
went  from  the  committee  room,  and  I  saw  nothing  more  of  the  resolu- 
tions until  after  they  had  been  introduced  in  the  House,  which  I  should 
say  was  all  of  two  weeks  after  that.  My  impression  was  that  there 
had  been  a  long  delay  in  introducing  the  resolution  he  had  in  mind 
to  introduce.  VMien  they  were  introduced,  I  procured  copies  of  those 
resolutions  in  the  document  room,  and  I  did  not  recognize  any  of  my 
handiwork  in  the  resolution.  That  is  all,  gentlemen,  I  know  about 
this  affair  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner,  except  I  wish  to  say  there  is 
no  authority,  there  is  no  reason  or  no  cause  for  the  name  or  Senator 
Bulkeley  to  be  drawn  into  this,  as  it  has  been  in  one  or  two  instances, 
whatever,  and  probably  the  gentleman  who  testified  Saturday  did 
not  intend  that  it  should  be  so  construed,  but  the  ever  diligent  news- 
paper man  is  always  looking  for  an.  opportunity  to  make  big  headings, 
and  it  looks  very  fine  that  Senator  Bulkeley  revised  the  resolutions. 
In  regard  to  Senator  Bulkeley,  he  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Webster 
comii^  to  me  at  that  time.  After  this  investigation  had  been  on  I 
did  ten  Mr.  Bulkeley  Mr.  Webster  had  been  over  there,  and  told  the 
whole  circumstance.  The  matter  had  been  so  trivial  in  my  mind 
before,  and  I  assumed  that  the  next  thing  I  would  be  called  before 
the  committee,  and,  gentlemen,  I  am  here. 

Q.  We  are  very  niu(  h  oblij^od  to  you.  That  is  a  v?ry  clear  state- 
ment, but  I  am  requested  to  a^k  one  or  two  questions.  What  did 
Mr.  Wobsier  state  was  the  object  of  the  resolution,  1  mean  now  the 
first  one  he  showed  to  you  about  investigating  th^  Electric  Boat 
Company? — A.  Mr.  Webster,  so  far  as  my  recollection  is  concerned, 
did  not  state  anything  more  than  I  have  told  you  at  present.  I  did 
not  inquire  into  what  evidence  he  had  or  expected  to  accomplish 
except  as  I  stated  before,  I  asked  him  ''Do  you  expect  tliis  resolu- 
tion to  be  a  working  resolution,  a  resolution  that  \^'ill  be  taken  up 
anil  something  done  with  it,  or  is  it  a  resolution  introduced  simply 
for  the  effect  it  might  have  in  that  respect ?''  That  is  the  only  way 
that  could  come  into  consideration. 

Q.  You  struck  out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  seemed  to 
reflect  on  the  members  of  the  Naval  Committee? — A.  It  did  not 
reflect  directly,  but  it  was  by  inference.  I  considered  it  an  un- 
happv  expression  in  regard  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  but 
I  wul  say  that  the  result  of  his  interview  with  me  was  not  shown  in 
the  resolution  as  introduced  in  the  House. 

Q.  Mr.  Lil ley's  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1908.  Having  that  date  in  mind,  about  when  do  you  say  it  was 
that  Mr.  Webster  first  called  upon  you? — A.  As  I  say,  it  was  before; 
I  should  think  about  a  couple  of  weeks  before  that  time.  I  know 
that  there  was  considerable  time  elapsed  between  his  calling.  I 
made  no  note  of  it  and  would  not  have  thought  any  more  about  it 
if  this  investigation  had  not  gone  on. 

Q.  Did  he  call  more  than  once? — A.  Never  but  once  upon  that 
subject. 

Q.  The  other  resolution  which  he  introduced;  did  you  recognize 
that  as  the  one  which  Mr.  Webster  showed  you? — A.  Tnat  resolution 
he  introduced  in  regard  to  the  investigation  of  navy-yards,  I  believe 
it  was.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  even  read  the  resolution.  I  can 
not  now  recall  even  what  was  in  it,  and  I  made  no  changes  in  that 
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resolution  whatsoever,  and  simply  suggested  that  if  he  did  not  expect 
to  act  upon  it,  simply  for  the  enect,  I  should  keep  in  all  the  whereases. 

Q.  You  did  not  make  any  change  whatever  m  the  form?— A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  tnat  was  or  not  the  resolution — the 
House  resolution? — ^A.  It  did  not  show.  It  was  simply  on  a  blank 
piece  of  paper,  simply  the  body  of  the  resolution. 

Q.  It  related  to  naval  yards  and  naval  stations? — ^A.  I  could  not 
tell  as  to  that.  The  other  resolution  I  hardly  read  through.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  did  read  it  through.  It  had  some  reference  to  naval 
yards,  what  I  covid  not  tell. 

Q.  Did  he  show  you  any  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  for  information  as  to  the  cost  of  submarine  vessels? — ^A.  No 
sir;  I  never  have  seen  such  a  resolution. 

Q.  I  show  you  original  resolution,  House  resolution  255,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Lilley  on  Thursday,  February  20,  1908,  and  ask  you  if 
you  recognize  that  in  any  way  as  the  paper  which  Mr.  Webster 
showed  you? — ^A.  As  I  say,  the  paper  which  Mr.  Webster  showed  me 
had  nearly  a  full  page  of  whereases  to  it.  I  think  it  ran  over  to  the 
second  sheet  with  some  proviso.     Further  than  that  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Is  that  in  its  present  form  the  report  which  you  drafted  for 
him? — A.  That  resolution  that  I  saw  is  very  much  like  what  I  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Webster.  As  to  just  what  was  in  my  resolution  that  I 
drew  hastily  for  him,  the  rough  draft,  I  could  not  say.  It  was 
adopted  from  his  resolution. 

O.  That  particular  piece  of  paper,  that  is  not  your  typewriting? — 
A.  Not  at  all;  we  use  the  Elite  type  entirely,  nothing  but  the  Under- 
wood machine. 

Q.  Can  you  not  recall,  having  read  this,  in  what  particular,  if  any, 
it  diflfered  from  the  draft  you  prepared  for  him'^ — A.  That  does  not 
appear  to  differ  scarcely  any,  but  tnat  is  not  the  resolution  the  printed 
copy  of  which  I  had  on  my  desk  over  there,  which  I  suppose  was  the 
resolution  which  he  introduced. 

Q.  This  is  the  one  he  introduced.  It  is  fair  to  say  to  you  that  the 
resolution  under  which  we  are  acting  is  different  from  this  ? — ^A.  That 
may  be  the  resolution  I  have  in  mind. 

Q.  I  will  show  it  to  you.  This  resolution  was  House  resolution 
255;  that  is  it,  and  we  are  acting  under  House  resolution  288. — 
A.  No;  that,  I  think,  must  be  the  resolution. 

Q.  Tliis  resolution  255  you  find  substantially A.  That  is  sub- 
stantial}^ what  I  had  in  mind  when  I  drafted  the  resolution;  as  to  the 
precise  phraseology,  of  course  I  could  not  testify. 

Q.  As  Mr.  Webster  had  prepared  his  resolution,  did  it  caD  for  a 
select  committee  or  did  it  contemplate  that  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  would  make  the  investigation? — A.  My  understanding  as  I 
read  the  resolution  is  that  he  intended  it  to  be  a  special  investigation 
and  the  House  was  going  to  order  it  through  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs^ 

Q.  In  the  draft  which  you  prepared  did  you  so  provide? — ^A  As  I 
say,  I  tried  to  adopt  what  he  nad  in  his  resolution  to  cover  the  same 
ground,  but  what,  to  me,  I  thought  was  a  little  happier  form. 

Q.  TTiis  original  resolution.  House  resolution  255,  you  identify  as 
substantially  the  draft  which  you  prepared? — A.  Covering  in  sub- 
stance what  I  had.  I  could  not  identify  the  draft  I  had  unless  I  had 
it  in  my  own  typewriting  and  I  could  swear  it  was  done  on  my  type- 
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writer.  I  gave  it  very  little  consideration.  I  was  very  busy  at  the 
time,  and  Sir.  Webster  was  in  the  room  I  don't  thinK  over  fifteen 
minutes  all  told. 

Q.  What  is  your  place  of  residence,  Mr.  Thompson? — ^A.  My  legal 
residence  is  New  Bntain,  Conn. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  the  day  and  the  week  upon  which  Mr.  Webst«r 
called? — ^A.  I  could  not  give  you  any  idea  except  that  it  was  a 
week  day. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  the  time  of  day? — A.  It  was  in  the  middle  or 
latter  part  of  the  afternoon,  I  should  judge.  I  know  it  was  the 
buj?iest  time  of  the  day  for  me,  and  that  is  the  busiegt  time  of  the 
day,  and  I  know,  I  think,  that  at  that  time  when  he  interrupted  me 
I  was  going  over  my  mail,  getting  ready  for  the  Senator's  signature, 
and  I  usually  do  that  alon^  about  4  o'clock. 

Q.  This  resolution  ^as  introduced  the  20th  of  Febiuarv,  and  you 
think  that  would  be  about  two  weeks  earlier — that  would.  beThurs- 
dav? — A.  It  may  be.  I  know  that  Mr.  Webster  stated  that  Mr. 
Lifley  was  out  of  the  to^n  at  the  tinje,  and  asked  him  to  prepare  this 
resolution  or  to  have  some  matter  in  shape  for  him  when  he  returned. 

Q.  How  long  previously  had  you  heard  anything  about  the  pro- 
posed investigation  ? — ^A.  Never  heard  of  it  before  that,  except  some 
newspaper  accounts  I  saw  during  the  summer  or  fall,  and  tnat  was 
in  regard  to  some  remarks  Representative  Lilley  had  made  at  some 
fimction  or  interview  he  had  given  to  the  newspaper  which  related 
not  to  the  Electric  Boat  Company  so  much,  but  did  to  some  naval 
yard  investigation  or  something  or  that  sort. 

Q.  I  mean  particularly  with  reference  to  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany.— A.  This  was  the  first  I  heard  of  it,  when  Mr.  Webster  came 
mto  the  committee  room  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Webster  subsequently  call  upon  you  with  reference  to 
that? — A.  He  never  called  in  my  committee  room  in  relation  to  that 
matter  either  before  or  subsequent  to  that  time  until,  as  I  say,  he 
dropped  in  casually  and  made  reference  to  the  fact  that  my  name  was 
brought  into  the  matter  last  Saturday. 

O.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Webster? — ^A.  Never  met  Mr. 
Webster  until  he  came  down  here  this  session  of  Congress  with  Mr. 
Lilley .  and  it  was  shortly  after  the  convening  of  Congress  Mr.  Lilley 
brougnt  him  over  to  the  committee  room  and  introduced  him. 

Q.  How  frequently  have  you  called  upon  him  since  that  intro- 
duction?—A.  I  do  not  suppose  I  met  Mr.  Webster  a  half  a  dozen 
times  all  told.  I  was  over  m  this  building  once  before,  it  was  after 
tWs  investigation  commenced,  to  call  upon  another  Member  here, 
and  dropped  in  to  Mr.  Lilley's  room  to  pass  the  time  of  day  with 
Mr.  Webster. 

Q.  What  conversation  have  you  had  with  Mr.  Lilley  upon  the  sub- 
ject?— ^A.  I  never  have  had  any  conversation  with  him  upon  the 
subject. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  any  newspaper  man  about  this,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son?— A.  About  this  investigation? 

Q.  Yes;  about  the  time  Mr.  Webster  went  to  your  office  first. — ^A, 
Never;  no,  sir.  I  have  not  talked  with  any  newspaper  man  about 
this  matter,  except  since  the  investigation  was  started,  and  our  news- 
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paper  menyiiecessaril j  coming  to  our  office  every  day,  came  in,  I  asked 
them,  ''How  is  the  investigation  progressing?" 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  time  when  Mr.  Webster  went  to  you. 
Did  Mr.  Webster  ask  you  to  keep  this  matter  tjonfidential  ? — ^A.  He 
did  not  sav  so,  but  I  have  been  here  long  enough,  Mr.  Stevens,  to 
understand  what  is  naturally  required  of  a  person  in  my  position 
and  expected  of  him,  and  I  would  not.  when  I  was  consulted  in  a 
matter  of  that  sort,  think  of  abusing  tne  confidence  that  had  been 
placed  in  me.  Mr.  Webster  came  to  me,  as  I  have  stated,  at  that 
time  as  a  man  who  had  been  asked  to  perform  a  task,  and  he  was 
unfamiliar  with  it  and  knew  not  how  to  do  it,  and  I  suppose  from 
the  feeling  that  I  had  been  here  several  years  that  I  might  give  him 
advice  and  assistance,  and  he  came  there  simply  in  that  attitude^ 
and  I  tried  to  render  the  assistance  in  that  attitude,  the  same  as  I 
would  to  anyone  else  who  came  to  me  in  the  same  manner  he  did. 

Q.  In  commenting  on  that  resolution  did  he  narrate  to  you  the 
facts  that  they  had  at  hand  and  expected  to  prove? — A.  He  did  not. 
I  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  know  anything  about  that.  When  I 
handed  back  the  resolution,  I  said:  '*!  do  not  know  anything  about 
this  and  I  do  not  want  to  know  anything  about  it." 

Q.  Did  he  name  any  Members  of  Congress  who  might  be 
involved? — ^A.  He  did  not,  by  inference  or  otherwise. 

Q.  And  did  he  name  any  newspapers  or  newspaper  men  who  might 
be  involved? — A.  He  did  not,  by  inference  or  otherwise. 

Q.  So  that  you  never  mentioned  this  to  anybody  until  after  the 
resolution  was  introduced? — ^A.  Then  I  never  mentioned  this  mat- 
ter of  my  connection  with  this  to  anyone  except,  as  I  say,  to  Senator 
Bulkeley,  as  I  would  naturally  with  respect  to  the  relation  I  hold  to 
him.  After  the  investigation  had  gone  on  and  people  called  in 
regard  to  this  matter  I  mentioned  it  to  Senator  Bulkeley,  and  that 
is  the  only  person. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  it  to  the  Senator  before  the  resolution  was 
introduced? — ^A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not,  and  not  until  after  some  news- 
paper man  had  said  something  about  some  expert  on  typewriting 
that  had  come  here,  and  I  made  the  remark  to  the  Senator  in  that 
connection:  ^'Perhaps  I  might  be  called  in  in  connection  with  the 
work  done  on  my  o^\ti  typewriter.'' 

Q.  Did  the  Senator  mention  it  to  you  before  the  resolution  was 
introduced? — ^A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  it  to  you  at  the  time  his  name  was  referred  to  in 
connection  with  your  knowledge  of  the  affair? — A.  He  did  shortly 
after  that.  He  offered  to  come  here  before  the  committee,  and  tele- 
phoned here,  and  later  came  over  here  himself  personally  and  offered 
to  appear  before  the  committee.  Later  he  received  a  telegram  deny-*^ 
ing  aosolutely  the  matter  in  which  his  name  was  brought  in.  He 
dictated  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  wrote,  inclosing  the  telegram  to  the 
chairman  of  this  committee.  I  know  of  that  matter;  further  than 
that  I  do  not  know  anything. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  You  feel  very  confident  that  between  the  6th  of  February  and 
the  20th  of  February  this  matter  was  not  mentioned  by  you  to  any- 
body?— A.  It  was  not  mentioned  by  me;  no,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  Does  anybody  know  when  Admiral  Bowles  will 
be  here? 

Mr.  Littleton.  He  is  expected,  Mr.  Chairman,  to-morrow  morning. 
We  sent  two  telegratns  immediately  on  the  Chair  announcing  they 
wished  to  have  him  here,  although  he  scarcely  is  within  our  jurisdic- 
tion. We  undertook  to  get  him  here.  His  residence  is  in  Boston. 
We  understood  the  telegram  went  to  Boston,  and  we  got  no  reply. 
We  sent  another  to  a  nlace  which  he  not  infrequently  goes  to  Satur- 
day and  Sunday,  and  Mr.  Spear,  who  knows  him  intimately  and  who 
has  taken  the  task  of  getting  hiin  here,  advises  me  he  expected  him 
here  to-morrow  morning  unkss  the  telegram  has  missed  connection, 
which  I  scarcely  think  it  has.  I  think  the  committee  may  rely  upon 
the  fact  that  Admiral  Bowles  will  be  here  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  10.30  o'clock. 


House  of  Representatives, 

Tuesday,  April  28, 1908. 

MORNING   session. 

The  committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

TESTIMONY  OF  BENJAMIN  WEB8TEB— BecaUed. 

Benjamin  Webster,  being  recalled,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  will  you  ask  Mr.  Webster  a  few 
questions  ? 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 


Q.  You  have  been  sworn? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


J.  And  you  have  testified  that  you  have  authority,  or  perhaps, 
Mr.  Lilley  testified  that  you  had  authority,  to  sign  his  name.  Am 
I  correct  in  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  usually  sign  it?  Do  you  sign  it  just  with  Mr. 
Liliey's  name,  or  do  you  say  ''per  Webster"  or  '*per  W.?" — ^A.  I 
usually  make  a  little  mark  after  his  name. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  marki — A.  A  sort  of  a  little  hook  after  his 
name. 

Q.  Do  you  connect  it  with  the  name  as  part  of  it  or  separate? — 
A.  Right  a  little  after  the  name,  about  one-eighth  of  an  incn. 

Q.  That  is  to  indicate  to  him  or  you,  if  you  ever  have  occasion  to 
look  at  it,  that  it  was  signed  by  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  signing  his  name  to  communications  do  you  always  sign 
it  that  way — that  is,  his  name — and  then  a  little  hook  after  itf — ^A.  I 
generally  do  unless 

Q.  Do  not  vou  generally  sign  it  ''per  Webster"  or  '*per  W"  or 
something  of  that  kmd? — A.  I  do  at  times. 

Q.  At  times  do  you  sign  it  "per  Webster"  or  ''per  W?" — ^A.  It 
is  just  occasionally,  as  occasion  arises. 

Q.  Is  there  any  line  of  demarcation  between  the  occasions  when 
you  sign  it  one  way  and  when  you  sign  it  another? — ^A.  Any  of  the 
Department  letters  I  probably  just  sign  in  imitation  of  the  frank. 
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O.  Other  letters  you  would  sign  *'per  Webster"  or  '*per  W?" — 
A.  No;  other  letters  I  would  sign  in  the  same  way;  general  letters 
I  would  sign  that  wav. 

Q.  Which  way  ? — ^A.  In  imitation  of  th^  frank. 

Q.  In  general  correspondence  which  way  do  you  sign  it? — ^A.  Usu- 
ally in  imitation  of  the  frank. 

Q.  Why  do  you  at  any  time  sign  it  *'by  Webster"  if  you  do  so 
sign  it  that  way?  Which  wav  do  you  sign  it,  ^^per  Webster"  or 
^'per  W?"— A.  ^^Webster"  of  ^'B.  W."  If  I  am  writing  to  Mr. 
Lilley's  brother.  I  sign  it  ^'B.  W."  to  indicate  that  I  wrote  it. 

Q.  In  general  correspondence  suppose  that  old  man  Smith  writes 
about  his  pension,  how  would  you  sign  that? — ^A.  Usually  like  the 
frank. 

Q.  In  imitation  of  his  signature? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  usually  without  a  hook?^ — A.  Usually  with  a  hook.  I  may 
have  omitted  it  at  times,  but  it  is  purely  accidental  if  I  do.  1 
usually  put  the  hook  after  it. 

Q.  In  writing  to  his  brother  you  use  "per  W?" — A.  "B.  W."  or 
'*  Webster." 

Q.  Your  initials? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  a  letter  is  dictated  to  you  by  Mr.  Lilley  and  you  sign  it, 
how  do  you  indicate  that? — A.  Wliy  usually  to  his  brother  I  usually 
sign  "B.  W." 

Q.  And  to  some  one  else? — A.  Both  ways.  I  do  not  have  any  reg- 
ular way.  I  may  sign  one  one  way  and  the  other  the  other  way, 
but  all  Department  letters  with  the  hook,  in  imitation  of  the  frant, 
and  letters  of  the  same  nature.  * 

Q.  You  testified  that  you  signed  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Lilley 
to  Mr.  Goff?^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  sign  that? — A.  In  imitation  of  his  frank,  with 
the  hook,  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  have  any  papers  in  your  pocket,  or  copies 
of  anything  which  you  have  signed  in  either  way? — ^A.  Not  in  my 
pocket;  no,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  is  that  hook — how  much  of  a  hook  do  you 
use  ? — A.  It  is  about  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch.  It  runs  from  the 
left  up  to  the  right. 

Q.  Just  make  an  imitation  there  upon  a  paper,  so  that  we  can  get 
an  idea  of  what  the  hook  is. — A.  (After  writing  on  paper.)  I  have 
made  two  there,  one  I  think  being  flowed  too  freely. 

Q.  They  are  not  at  all  alike.  Just  sign  his  name,  with  the  hook, 
and  then  we  will  get  an  idea  of  it. 

(Witness  writes  name  **Geo.  L.  Lilley.") 

Q.  Do  you  ever  sign  his  name  in  quite  a  different  style  from  that  ? — 
A.  When  I  sign  my  own  name  I  just  write  my  ordinary  hand,  with 
nay  initials. 

Q.  Will  you  show  us  how  you  sign  it  ? 

(Witness  writes  a  second  time  on  the  same  paper,  ^^Geo.  L.  Lil- 
ley" with  a  '^B.  W."  underneath.) 

Q.  Do  you  ever  sign  ''Geo.  L.  Lilley,  Webster?"— A.  '^Webster" 
or  *  *B.  W."  I  believe  the  chairman  has  a  letter  signed  bv  me  ' 'George 
L.  Lilley,  Webster." 

Q.  (Showing  witness  letter.)  Is  this  the  letter,  dated  April  12, 
1908?— A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  one. 
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Q.  This  is  a  letter  to  Hon.  H.  S.  Boutell,  chairman  select  commit- 
tee, House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C:  '^My  Dear  Sir: 
Replying  to  your  kind  favor  of  the  lltn  would  say  that  I  left  the 
entu^  set  of  questions  with  the  committee.  Respectfully,  Geo.  L. 
lilley,"  and  under  the  ''I^illey"  is  written  ^* Webster."  Over  at  the 
left,  ''April  12, 1908,  die.  not  read/'  being  for  ''dictated?"— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Why  did  you  adopt  a  diflFerent  style  from  that  one  from  which 
you  usually  signed  i — ^A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  had  any  special  reason, 
imless  that  Mr.  Lilley  always  submitted  everything  to  this  committee 
over  his  own  signature,  to  mv  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  any  of  the  lists  of  questions  or  communications 
which  usually  came  to  this  committee  addressed  to  Mr.  Chairman, 
"The  committee  desire  the  following  questions  to  be  put  to  wit- 
nesses," and  signed  at  the  bottom,  "George  L.  Lilley;"  did  you 
sign  any  of  them?— A.  I  am  quite  positive  I  did  not.  I  am  not 
certain  about  the  earlier  letters,  but  I  am  pretty  sure  signed 
everything. 

Q.  Then  you  did  sometimes  write  after  the  style  of  Mr.  Lilley's 
writing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  write  something  now  if  I  would  dictate  it  to  you? — 
A.  I  don't  know.  I  never  wrote  on  any  Words.  I  just  copied  the 
frank;  that  is  all  I  am  familiar  with. 

Q.  Would  you  object  to  trying  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Suppose  you  take  this  letter:  "To  the  Hon.  Geoige  L.  Lilley, 
House  or  Representatives.  My  Dear  Sir:  From  deliberate  motives 
of  •pure  disinterestedness  I  beg  to  say  that  all  American  citizens  are 
indjignant  at  all  forms  of  corruption.  The  Electric  Boat  Company, 
whose  president,  Isaac  L.  Rice,  has  never  had  a  South  American  In 
his  employ. 

"The  lobby  crowds  out  all  others. 

' '  In  times  past  various  Congressmen  from  New  York  and  Virginia 
have  entertained  the  same  sentiments. 

"Popular  sentiment  is  against  offering  bribes  to  certain  officials. 
Very  truly,  yours,  George  E.  Lilley." 

(The  witness  here  writes  as  directed,  and  the  paper  is  handed  to 
the  committee.) 

Q.  Is  this  in  your  own  usual  style  or  after  the  fashion  of  Repre- 
sentative Lilley^s  style  of  handwriting? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  as  itibas 
been  written  in  either,  but  I  have  endeavored  to  make  it  like  Mr. 
Lilley"  s. 

Q.  Will  you  write  (he  matter  in  your  own  handwriting,  in  the 
style  in  which  you  usually  write? 

(The  witness  writes  as  directed.) 

Q.  Will  you  sign  that  just  as  this  letter  of  April  12,  1908^  to  Mr. 
Boutell  is  signed  and  under  that  sign  you  own  name?— A.  \ou  gave 
me  "George  E.  Lilley.'' 

Q.  Sign  it  just  as  it  is  there.  Your  natural  hand  is  rather  a  back- 
hand?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

(J.  You  usually  write  with  what  kind  of  a  pen? — A.  I  usuallv 
write  with  a  medium  stub  pen.  This  is  a  different  pen  from  what  1 
usually  sign  his  name  with. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  pen  is  that  you  have  written  his  name  with? — 
A.  This  is  a  gold  fountain  pen  and  spreads  more. 
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.  Q.  I  hand  you  a  little  slip  of  paper  on  which  is  typewritten  the  word 
''sincerely"  and  then  follows  a  signature.  I  ask  you  if  you  know 
that  si^ature  or  have  ever  seen  it  before? — ^A.  I  can  not  place  it. 

Q.  lou  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  that  signature  before? — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Then,  of  course,  it  was  not  written  by  you? — A.  No,  sir;  it 
was  not  written  by  me. 

Q.  Now,  in  the  letter  which  you  have  testified  you  wrote  to  Mr. 
Edinborough,  which  of  these  two  styles  of  handwriting  did  you  use? — 
A.  The  sheet  upon  which  my  name  is  signed  there. 

Q.  The  one  wliich  is  written  backhanded? — A.  Yes,  sir.  If  you 
will  bring  me  a  medium  stub,  I  can  probably  show  you  the  way  I 
usually  write. 

(The  witness  was  here  furnished  with  a  steel  stub  pen,  with  which  ' 
he  wrote.) 

Q.  Write  it  as  you  signed  it  to  the  GofF  letter. — A.  That  is  w!  cit  I 
have  endeavored  to  do.  • 

Q.  If  we  are  unable  to  distinguish  any  hook  after  a  signature 
**  George  L.  Lilley"  on  the  letter  to  Mr.  Goff,  would  you  still  be  as 
confident  that  you  signed  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hook  or  no  hook,  you  are  very  confident  that  you  signed  that 
letter? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  causes  the  fact  to  impress  itself  so  upon  your  mind? — ^A. 
I  have  seen  the  signature.  I  looked  it  up  in  the  letter  book  after  it 
was  published. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  before  you  looked  it  up  that  you  had  sighed 
it? — ^A.  Yes;  but  I  had  heard  it  mentioned  and  I  had  not  seen  it 
pubUshed,  and  I  looked  that  letter  up  to  read  it  over. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  this  sheet,  apparently  from  a  letter  book,  page 
458? — A.  Tnat  was  the  one  I  was  just  referring  to. 

Q.  Was  that  impression  taken  from  the  original  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1908? — ^A.  It  was  undoubtedly  taken  from  the  original.  I 
tore  it  out. 

Q.  At  the  date  the  original  was  written? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  impression  was  taken  from  the  original  before  it  was  mailed 
to  Mr.  Goff  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  anything  that  has  occured  this  morning,  or  since  you 
testified  the  other  day,  refreshed  your  memory  more  particularly  as 
to  the  date  when  these  anonymous  commumcations  were  received 
by  Mr.  lilley  or  opened  by  you  for  him? — A.  Mrs.  Lilley  remarked 
that  one  of  them  had  been  taken  form  the  box;  that  it  was  received 
at  the  hotel.     She  remembered  having  taken  it. 

Q.  WTiich  one  of  thepa  was  it? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  she 
mentioned,  but  she  said  she  had  taken  an  anonymous  letter  from  the 
box. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  Mr.  Lilley's  box  at  the  hotel? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  she  take  it  from  the  box? — A.  She  did  not  remember. 
She  remembered  having  taken  it. 

Q.  How  was  that  one  signed  that  she  took  from  the  box? — ^A.  She 
did  not  say. 

Q.  Was  it  with  a  pen  or  a  typewriter? — A.  She  did  not  say. 

Q.  How  long  ago* — A.  That  is  all  she  mentioned.  She  just  hap- 
pened to  mention  it  to  me. 
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S.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  letter  received  from  Mr. 
?— Af  I  remember  picking  it  out;  I  did  not  look  at  it  carefully. 

Q.  You  wrote  an  answer  to  it.  Did  the  letter  elicit  such  an  answer 
as  you  wrote ?  Was  your  communication  in  response  to  that  letter? — 
A.  I  could  not  state  without  reading  the  contents  of  the  letter  again. 

Q.  I  will  read  it  to  you.  ''  Office  of  tba  E^thampton  B^ Company, 
manufacturers  of  toys  and  bells  of  every  description,  wheels  and  axles^ 
Easthampton,  Conn.,  March  20,  1908."^  Mr.  George  L.  Lilley,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Dear  Sir:  I  congratulate  you,  being  a  citizen  of  Con- 
necticut, on  your  success  and  hope  you  may  be  able  to  prove  to  all 
the  world  what  frauds  those  men  are.  Yours,  very  truly,  George  W. 
Goff ."  What  men  did  you  assume  to  be  referred  to  in  that  communi- 
cation?— A.  The  Electric  Boat  people. 

Q.  Who  or  what  suggested  you  to  write  such  a  letter  as  you  did 
write  or  as  you  say  you  wrote  and  signed  Mr.  Lilley's  name  to — such  a 
letter  as  you  did  write  to  Mr.  Goff  ?— A.  Why,  it  was  the  impression  I 
had  at  the  time.  Be  said,  ''I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  prove  to  the 
world  what  frauds  the  rascals  are. 

Q.  What  other  suggestion  had  you  from  any  source? — A.  In  refer- 
ence to  whitewashing.  I  had  been  reading  tne  newspaper  cUppings 
as  thev  cp.me  in. 

Q.  Who  had  suggested  to  you  the  form  of  reply  you  should  make 
to  Mr.  Goff  ?— A.  1  wrote  the  letter  on  my  own  uutiative  entirely.  I 
always  answered  the  letters  without 

Q.  With  whom  had  you  any  conversation  about  it  before  writing 
it?— A.  Mr.  O'Brien  had  been  in  that  day,  and  I  don't  know  that  I 
had  mentioned  it  to  him  that  I  was  going  to  write  Mr.  Goff . 

Q.  Did  you  show  him  Mr.  Goff's  letter?— A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  show  him  your  reply  to  Mr.  Goff? — A.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  having  done  so. 

Q.  Did  he  suggest  a  form  of  reply  to  Mr.  Goff? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did?— A.  No  one  except  myself.  Mr.  Lilley  was  very 
busy  at  the  time,  and  I  went  ahead  and  wrote  the  letter. 

TESTIMONY  OF  FEED  N.  WEBBEB,  SB. 

Fred  N.  Webber,  Sr.,  on  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  will  you  examine  the  witness? 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? — ^A.  My  voting  residence  is  Louisville, 
Ky.     Mv  Washington  residence  is  526  Third  street. 

Q.  Wnat  is  your  occupation? — ^A.  Special  officer  of  the  House  and 
Senate. 

Q.  WTiat  are  your  duties  ?-^A.  Detective  oflBicer  at  the  Capitol 
building  and  the  serving  of  subpoenas  for  the  Senate. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  anything  of  the  employment  of  detectives  or 
the  appearance  or  presence  of  detectives  about  the  Capitol  for  the 
purpose  of  shado\^ang  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  any  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives? — ^A.  Very  soon 
after  the  announcement  in  the  press  of  the  proposed  investigation 
by  Mr.  Lilley — ^I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  one  of  the  original 
resolutions  he  introduced  or  the  last  one,  288,  but  it  was  the  latter 
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part  of  February — ^Mr.  Spencer,  the  sergeant  of  police  came  to  the 
office  and  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were  three  men 
engaged  by  some  private  detective  agency  in  shadowing  Hon. 
George  L.  Lilley,  a  Member  of  the  House.  I  proceeded  on  the 
usual  plan  to  investigate,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Bamett,  who  is 
my  partner  for  the  last  year,  and  we  found  that  these  men  were 
reported  to  have  been  standing  in  the  front  of  the  north  door  of  the 
House,  the  main  entrance,  where  the  Members  receive  cards  from 
visitors.  Mr.  Barnard  and  I  had  been  against  the  wall  the  lai^er 
part  of  that  day  watching  two  feUows  engaged  in  trying  to  borrow 
money  from  some  Member  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
them.  There  was  a  man  standing  near  to  us  watching,  nearly  the 
whole  day,  that  I  recognized  as  a  discharged  employee  of  the  Metro- 
politan poUce.  At  that  time  I  did  not  know  his  name,  but  acting 
upon  suggestions  as  to  finding  who  these  detectives  were,  myself 
and  Mr.  Barnard,  being  the  only  two  men  in  front  of  that  door,  and 
the  information  has  been  furnished  to  Mr.  Lilley  and  to  Mr.  Spencer, 
as  I  was  informed,  by  one  of  Mr.  Lilley's  employees  who  is  a  door- 
keeper on  that  door,  a  young  man  with  rosy  cheeks,  I  have  heard  his 
name  but  I  do  not  recall  it  now,  I  think  it  is  Maul  or  Maus  or  some- 
thing like  that — ^he  is  over  there  yet — I  foimd  that  this  man  who 
had  been  there  aU  day  was  a  discharged  employee  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan police  by  the  name  of  McSpeiden. 

I  sent  Mr.  Barnard  to  the  mnth  precinct,  and  found  he  had  been 
formerly  employed  in  the  second  precinct.  Mr.  Barnard  went  to  the 
second  precmct  and  got  Speiden's  address  and  came  back  and 
reported  to  me  that  Speiden  s  business  was  ostensibly  trying  to  find 
some  Member  of  Congress  to  whom  he  could  appeal  to  have  himself 
reinstated  on  the  Metropolitan  police  force.  Barnard  and  myself 
took  occasion  for  the  following  week  to  shadow  everything  that 
looked  suspicious  in  reference  to  persons  appearing  any  particular 
length  of  time  around  the  Capitol.     At  that  time  it  was  just  as  the  pro- 

S)sed  new  police  were  being  put  on,  the  15  additional  men  for  the  House 
Ifice  Building.  They  had  no  uniforms,  and  the  firm  of  S.  M.  Meyer 
&  Co.  were  preparing  the  uniforms,  and  it  generally  takes  two  or 
three  weeks  to  mmisn  an  entire  uniform,  they  having  to  go  to  New 
York  for  manufacture,  and  these  men  were  engaged  in  their  duties 
in  this  building  in  their  citiasen's  clothing.  Lieut.  John  O'Connell, 
of  the  relief,  came  to  my  office,  and  I  said,  '^John,  I  would  like  to 
have  you  tell  me  if  you  know  of  any  persons  that  are  engaged  in 
watching  Hon.  George  Lilley's  room,*'^  I  think  I  called  it  119  or  149, 
or  whatever  it  was,  and  he  laughed  and  he  said,  '^Yes,  there  are  two 
of  my  men  in  citizen's  clothes.*'  And  he  said  Mr.  Lilley  came  out 
of  the  office  the  other  evening  and  a  man  was  sitting  at  the  end  of 
the  corridor,  toward  the  elevator,  and  Mr.  Lilley  dropped  a  letter, 
and  the  officer  reported  to  liim  that  he  picked  up  tne  letter  and 
carried  it  to  Mr.  Lilley,  and  Mr.  Lilley  asked  him  who  he  was  and 
what  he  was  doing  there,  and  he  said,  **I  am  on  the  police  employ 
here.''  '^Now,"  he  said,  'Trod,  there  has  been  no  shadowing  over 
there.  I  have  been  paying  particular  attention  to  see  if  there  was, 
as  it  was  stated  in  the  newspapers,"  and  then  he  was  very  emphatic — 
he  was  an  Irish  gentleman  and  talks  rough — he  says,  '*It  is  a  damned 
lie.  There  ain't  anybody  hunting  around  there  at  all."  I  had  occa- 
sion to  watch  the  north  door  of  the  House  and  the  Representatives'^ 
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press  door  to  see  if  any  of  the  Bradford  Detective  Agency  men  from 
the  city — the  newspapers  mentioned  them — were  being  "engaged  in 
this  work,  and  none  or  Bradford's  men  were  around  the  Capitol  door 
or  any  other  place.  If  they  had  been  I  \Vould  have  calleu  him  up, 
by  phone  to  tell  me,  as  under  the  aOTeement  entered  into  nothing 
or  that  kind  is  allowed.  They  must  first  come  to  our  office  and  state 
their  business  to  us,  and  besides  it  is  not  permissible  to  serve  any 

Erocess,  or  to  allow  any  Member  of  Congress  to  be  shadowed  in  that 
uilding  by  detective  agencies,  without  first  coming  to  the  police 
headquarters  and  making  their  mission  known.  None  of  Major  Syl- 
vester's men  ever  come  to  the  Capitol  on  any  business  without  first 
coming  to  me  and  stating  what  tney  want  and  having  me  go  with 
them.  There  was  no  detective  agency  in  this  city,  or  any  suspicious 
act  of  any  man  aroimd  the  doors  or  the  House  of  Representatives 
during  the  entire  time  Mr.  Lilley  was  said  to  have  been  shadowed, 
n(jr  in  the  Office  Building.  Mr.  Spencer  came  to  me  and  related  a 
story  of  two  men  that  had  attempted  to  follow  Mr.  Lilley.  I  remarked 
to  mm,  "Tom,  I  have  seen  children  play  with  fire  and  get  their  fin- 
gers burned,  and  if  I  were  you  I  would  let  things  alone  that  do  not 
concern  me.  You  are  not  an  officer  in  the  House  Office  Building, 
and  if  I  were  you  I  wouldn't  interfere.^'  Beyond  that  I  know  of  no 
detective  officers  of  any  character  that  have  been  engaged  in  shad- 
owing Mr.  Lilley  in  this  building  nor  the  Capitol  building,  and  I  have 
gaid  particular  attention  to  it  for  twelve  days,  consulting  with 
olonel  Casson,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying 
anv  attention  to  newspaper  reports. 
•  1  have  had  occasion  before  to  call  Pinkerton's  men  down.  Some  of 
the  Members  will  remember  Mr.  Van  Dusen,  where  they  attempted 
to  arrest  Mr.  Van  Dusen,  but  I  would  not  let  them  serve  any  process. 

Q.  Did  any  detective  agency  or  detective  people  have  permission  to 
shadow  Mr.  Lilley? — A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Bradforq,  whose  name  I  have 
mentioned,  has  had  an  agreement  between  him  and  myself  for  years 
that  whenever  he  has  anything  that  he  wishes  assistance  on  he  comes 
directly  to  me  and  states  his  business. 

Q.  Were  those  ununiformed  officers  about  this  building  engaged  in 
shadowing  Mr.  Lilley? — ^A.  They  were  so  absolutely  ^een  m  their 
duties  they  didn't  even  know  the  entrances  of  this  building;  and  if  you 
would  ask  them  where  your  room  was,  they  could  not  have  told  you. 
They  had  only  been  brought  here  a  few  days,  and  they  were  absolutely 
new,  so  much  so  that  I  have  myself  inquired  to  find  the  room  in  this 
building  and  would  have  to  take  out  my  httle  book  and  inquire  the 
way,  and  those  men  were  new  men,  brought  from  different  sections 
of  the  country. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  directions  or  authority  to  shadow  Mr. 
Lilley? — A.  No,  sir;  they  had  better  not  have  any  such  directions. 
They  would  walk  out  if  they  did. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  learned  the  pohce  force  have  been  shadowing  a 
Member  of  Congress? — ^A.  No,  sir;  he  would  not  stay  very  long  after 
it  was  found  out. 

Q.  I  will  read  you  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Lilley  when  he  ap- 
peared before  this  committee  on  the  9th  of  March:  '\Ajiother  state- 
ment I  would  like  to  make :  It  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  y^our  committee  the  fact  that  I  am  being  shadowed 
by  detectives,  wnich  is  a  condition  which  should  not  be  tolerated  by 
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the  House  of  Representatives  or  by  this  special  oommittee."  We 
agreed  with  that  proposition,  and  I  wish  to  ask  ^ou  this  question  as 
to  the  facts,  whetner  there  was  any  such  shadowing? — ^A.  Absolutely 
none.  I  have  been  since  the  6th  of  February,  1882,  in  Uncle  Sam's 
service,  the  best  part  of  that  time  special  agent  of  the  Government  in 
the  Interior  Department  and  in  the  field,  and  for  ten  years  stationed 
at  the  Capitol,  and  there  is  not  a  man  connected  with  the  Metropolitan 
service,  jBradrord's  Agency,  or  old  man  McElfresh,  who  has  a  littie 
detective  agency  here,  that  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with. 
The  law  requires  a  detective  agency  here  to  enter  into  a  bond  of 
$10,000  before  they  can  have  permission  to  do  business  as  a  private 
detective  agency.  .Consequently  'there  are  only  two  who  comply 
with  the  law,  and  none  others  are  allowed  to  do  business.  I  am  also 
special  detective  officer  commissioned  and  sworn  by  the  Metropolitan 
police,  so  that  I  am  fairly  confident  of  my  statement.  I  have  that 
oadge  as  well  as  the  United  States  Capitol  badge,  which  I  am  com- 
pelled to  wear  at  all  times. 

Q.  Then  are  you  or  are  you  not  quite  familiar  with  the  detectives 
who  operate  in  this  city? — A.  I  am. 

%  Might  there  not  nave  been  detectives  here  from  New  York  City 
altimore  or  Philadelphia? — ^A.  There  might  have  been  persons 
wandering  around  whom  we  would  not  have  any  occasion  to  know, 
but  our  men  are  instructed  that  a  person  who  hangs  around  any  par- 
ticular point  any  length  of  time  tnat  the  officer  on  that  post,  as  we 
call  it,  must  call  the  attention  of  the  guardroom  by  telephone,  and 
they  immediately  commimicate  with  me  at  my  desk,  and  if  I  am  not 
there  the  clerk  of  the  police,  Mr.  White,  goes  right  out  and  finds  me, 
and  I  go  to  that  point  and  examine  into  the  character  of  the  man  who 
is  hanging  around  and  looking  wise. 

Q.  Then  you  did,  with  the  men  at  your  disposal,  spend  some  eight 
or  ten  days  looking? — A.  Twelve  days  we  were  engaged  in  it  for  our 
own  benefit,  taking  the  newspaper  statement  as  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  these  charges,  for  the  protection  of  our  force.  The  Sei^eant-at- 
Arms  of  the  House  will  not  allow  anything  of  that  kind  to  oe  done, 
and  they  hold  the  officer  on  the  pK)st  responsible  if  he  allows  a  man 
to  loimge  around  anywhere  and  inquire  into  the  private  affairs  of 
Congressmen. 

S.  Then  you  are  quite  positive  there  were  no  detectives  shadowing 
ember  of  the  House  of  Representatives? — ^A.  I  am.  We  spent 
evenings  and  days  around  the  Capitol;  we  caifle  up  at  night  to  see  if 
such  tmngs  were  going  on. 

TE8TIH0HY  OF  ABTHUE  L.  BATES. 

Arthur  L.  Bates,  being  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  testified 
as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Olmsted,  will  you  ask  the  questions  of  Repre- 
sentative Bates? 

By  Mr.  Olmsted  : 
Q.  You  are  a  Member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania? — ^A.  I  am. 
Q.  Amemberof  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs? — ^A.  lam. 
O.  Of  course  you  know  Representative  Lilley,  of  Connecticut,  who 
is  also  a  member  of  the  same  committee  ? — ^A.  Very  well. 
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Q.  Will  you  state  if  at  any  time  prior  to  February  20, 1908,  the  date 
of  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  oy  Mr.  Lilley  for  the  investiffation 
of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  you  had  any  conversation  with  him 
upon  the  subject  of  any  investigation  or  of  a  resolution  to  provide  for 
an  investigation? — A.  I  think  the  day  before  he  introduced  the  reso- 
lution I  went  down  into  the  House  restaurant  for  lunch,  and  he  was 
sitting  at  a  table  with  a  Member,  I  think  Representative  Dawson,  of 
Iowa,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  committee.  He  called  me  over  and 
handed  me  a  paper  and  said,  **  See  what  I  am  going  to  introduce  in  the 
House.''  It  was  his  resolution,  the  first  I  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of  it. 
I  looked  it  over,  made  no  comment,  and  handed  it  back  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  further  conversation  with  him  at  that  time? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  further  remark? — A.  I  think  not.  There  was 
no  extended  conversation  at  that  time.  He  merely  seemed  to  wish 
me  to  know  what  he  was  going  to  do,  or  what  he  had  in  mind  doing. 
I  do  not  know  that  he  said  positively  he  was  going  to  introduce  it, 
but  he  had  it  to  introduce  and  showed  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  state  any  reasons  for  introducing  it? — ^A.  No,  sir;  not 
at  that  time. 

Q.  When  next  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  upon  the 
subject? — ^A.  A  day  or  two  afterwards,  and  after  he  had  introduced 
the  resolution,  Mr.  Lilley  and  I  were  walking  through  the  corridor 
of  the  Capitol,  I  think  from  the  Naval  Committee  room,  to  the  House, 
and  he  was  finding  fault  with  the  action  of  the  committee  in  adopting 
the  Loudenslager  resolution,  as  we  called  it — the  resolution  on  the 
matter  of  submarines — feeling  it  was  unfair  and  shut  out  competition 
and  it  was  patronizing  one  boat,  and  he  was  complaining  quite 
bitteriy  about  it,  and  he  said,  ^'Of  course,  if  the  committee  sees  fit 
to  change  it  before  the  bill  comes  up  in  the  House,  then  I  can  with- 
draw my  resolution." 

Q.  Wnat  further  was  said  upon  that  subject? — A.  I  recall  no  other 
conversation.  I  made  no  reply  to  it.  I  did  not  converse  with  him 
further  on  the  subject. 

(5.  What  conversation,  if  any,  have  you  had  with  him  since  upon 
this  subject? — A.  I  do  not  recall  any  extended  conversation. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Representative  Foss  testify  before  this  commit- 
tee?— ^A.  No;  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  time  the  provisions  relating  to  an 
increase  was  voted  on  In  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  were  you 
not? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  or  not  at  that  time  or  in  any  of  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  committee  the  question  of  battle  ships  and  the  ques- 
tion of  submarines  were  discussed  together,  so  that  one  depended  in 
any  way  upon  the  other? — A.  Absolutely  not.  Not  in  my  mind, 
and,  so  far  as  one  man  can  know  the  mind  of  another,  they  did  not 
have  the  slightest  relation  to  each  other  in  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  as  a  committee.  They  did  not  have  the  slightest  relation 
to  each  other  in  the  matter  of  determining  how  many  we  wouJd  rec- 
ommend in  the  bill  of  one  and  how  many  we  would  recommend  of  the 
other.  They  came  up  at  different  hours.  The  battle-ship  proposition 
was  brought  up  on  one  day,  and  on  account  of  the  extended  remarks 
of  Brother  Hooson  on  the  subject — ^he  had  some  remarks  to  make  on 
the  subject — we  adjourned  over  to  another  meeting,  so  that  that 
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was  pending  from  one  time  to  another.  The  submarine  question 
came  up  on  a  succeeding  day,  after  we  had  voted  on  battle  ships, 
and  had  no  connection,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  know  the  mind  of 
another — I  do  ton  think  it  had  in  the  mind  of  a  single  member  of  the 
committee.  The  fact  of  voting  for  a  certain  numoer  of  one  vessel 
did  not  depend  on  the  number  of  another. 

Q.  The  battle-ship  proposition  was  first  voted  on? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  end  or  tne  discussion  of  the  battle-ship  proposition  was 
not  any  discussion  of  the  number  of  submarines  ? — A.  It  was  hardly 
mentioned.  I  think  at  one  time  or  another  practically  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  voted  for  eight  submarines.  Tne  number  of 
submarines  was  not  discussed.  For  instance,  one  resolution  was 
offered 

Q.  No;  I  mean  at  the  time  you  were  discussing  the  number  of 
battle  ships? — A.  Oh,  during  the  discussion  of  the  number  of  battle 
ships  no  submarines  were  referred  to  in  axxy  manner,  shape,  or  form. 
It  was  not  thought  of.  I  will  say  further,  if  you  will  allow  me,  that 
there  were  three  things  before  the  committee  in  making  up  the  num- 
ber of  submarines  we  ordered.  One  was  the  former  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Secretary  and  President,  and  the  other  was  information 
that  had  come  before  the  committee  a  few  days  before  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  that  they  had  decided  to  send  two  submarines  to 
Manila.  The  otner  was  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a 
few  days  before  that,  I  think  dated  Januair  31,  to  the  Senate  in 
response  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry  of  Senator  Ankeny,  of  Washington, 
directing  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  construction  of  boats 
for  special  use  on  tne  Washington  coast  and  Puget  Sound.  Those 
three  things  were  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  "in  arriving  at  the 
number  or  eight  as  over  four,  which  had  been  recommended  last 
November  in  the  Secretary's  annual  report. 

TESTIMONY  OF  HON.  JAMES  S.  SHEEMAH,  A  MEMBER. 

James  S.  Sherman,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined,  tes- 
tified as  f oUows : 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Stevens,  will  you  examine  Mr.  Sherman? 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  James  S.  Sherman. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? — A.  I  am  a  lawyer  and  banker  and 
manufacturer  and  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Representative  George  L.  lilley,  of 
Connecticut? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  relative  to  subma- 
rine legislation  and  the  introduction  of  any  resolution? — A.  He  had 
with  me. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  it  was. — A.  A  few  days  before  Mr.  Lilley  intro- 
duced his  resolution  he  called  me  into  the  RepubUcan  coat  room  and 
showed  me  a  resolution  which  he  said  he  proposed  to  introduce. 
Whether  it  is  identical  with  the  one  he  did  introduce  of  course  I  can 
not  now  say.  I  read  it  and  I  can  only  give  the  substance  of  the 
conversation.  He  said  in  substance  that  such  a  resolution  would  stir 
up  a  muss,  and  I  intimated  that  I  thought  so,  too,  and  he  said  in 
substance  that  if  the  action  of  the  committee  could  be  moved  so 
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that  the  competition  for  submarine  boats  could  be  open  to  other 
competitors  that  he  would  not  introduce^  the  reeohition,  and  he  asked 
«2iB  to  see  some  member  of  the  Naval  Committee,  with  the  hope  that 
seeing  such  member  might  possibly  induce  the  committee  to  change 
ijts-  action. 

§.  Did  you  tell  him  at  that  time  that  you  would  do  that? — ^A.  1 
him  1  would  not;  that  the  Navv  Committee  were  supposedly 
conversant  with  the  whole  subject,  and  that  I  was  not,  and  tnat  I  die! 
not  propose  to  approach  them  on  a  matter  that  they  knew  about  and 
that  I  did  not. 

%Did  he  say  anything  further  to  you  ? — A*  That  is  the  substance 
e  whole  thmg. 

Q.  Was  the  resolution  in  typewriting  then  ? — A.  •!  think  it  was  in 
typewriting,  but  I  could  not  swear  to  that.  The  purport  of  the  resohi- 
tion  was  the  same  as  that  which  he  afterwards  introduced. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rules? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  the  resolution  after  it  was  introduced?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  substantially  the  same  resolution  which  after- 
wards came  before  you  as  a  member  of  the  Conmiittee  on  Rules  ? — ^A, 
It  was  substantially  the  same. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  the  conversation  you  had  with  him  upon  that 
subject  before  the  introduction  of  the  resolution? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him,  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution,  concerning  the  same  subject? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  giving  any  other  company  a 
chance? — A.  That  is  what  he  said.  He  mentioned  no  other  com- 
pany, but  he  said  that  if  the  action  of  the  committee  should  be  so 
changed  as  to  make  it  possible  for  other  companies  to  ent^r  into  com- 
petition and  build  boats  that  then  he  woulcl  not  offer  the  resolution. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  other  member  of  the  committee  or  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  who  desires  to  ask  Representative 
Sherman  any  question? 

We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you,  Mr.  Sherman. 

TESTIMOmr  OF  HON.  LEMTTEL  P.  PADGETT,  A  MSMBSB. 

liEMUBL  P.  Padgett,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  examined, 
testified  as  follows: 
The  Chairman.  Mr.  Howard,  will  you  examine  Mr.  Padgett? 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  You  are  a  Member  of  Congress? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  State? — ^A.  Tennessee. 

Q.  And  a  member  of  what  committee? — A.  Navy  Committee,  and 
Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  tne  Navy  Committee?— 
A.  It  is  my  second  term  in  that  committee. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  meetings  of  the  committee  during  this  session 
of  Confess  while  deliberating  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill?— 
A.  I  think  I  have,  all  of  them  except  one  that  was  held  on  Saturday 
preceding  the  time  that  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  increase  in  the 
Navy.     The  day  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bates  when  Mr.  Hobson  consumed 
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the  time  presenting  to  the  committee  his  views  with  reference  to  the 
naval  increase. 

Q.  You  were  absent  on  that  occasion? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  then,  Hobson  did  not  consume  any  of  your 
time? — A.  No;  except  as  I  might  theoretically  be  in  the  committee. 

Q.  He  consumed  your  theoretical  time  but  not  your  particular 
time? — A.  I  was  not  present  that  day. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  provision  respecting  battle  ships 
and  submarines  was  acted  upon? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  in  what  form  these  different  proi)ositio'ns 
were  passed  on  by  the  committee? — ^A.  The  first  question  disposed 
of  was  the  question  of  the  increase  of  the  Navy  with  relation  to  battle 
'  ships.  Then,  I  think  next  came  the  number  of  torpedo  boats.  The 
bill  would  indicate  which  we  took  up  just  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  mentioned  in  the  bill.  And  then  came  a  question  of  the  submarines. 
That  was  a  resolution  introduced  bv  Mr.  Loudenslager. 

Q.  So  that  was  the  third  one? — A.  That  is  my  recollection  now. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  having  proposed  any  amendment 
to  the  submarine  proposition? — A.  Yes,  su*. 

Q.  As  presented  by  Mr.  Loudenslager? — A.  When  Mr.  Louden- 
slager presented  his  resohition,  which  was  the  proposition  as  con- 
tained m  the  bill  reported,  I  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

Q.  What  particular  thing  did  the  proviso  seek  to  accomplish? — ^A. 
It  was  a  provision  that  was  a  limitation  upon  the  purchase  of  the 
boats. 

Q.  On  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
the  exact  language  is  reported  in  the  bill,  and  was  stricken  out  in  the 
House. 

Q.  You  proposed  an  amendment  that  struck  out  that  proviso? — A. 
Yes;  striking  out,  from  the  word  ''Provided,'^  the  remainder  of  the 
provision. 

Q.  Did  your  motion  prevail? — A.  It  did  not. 

Q.  Who  voted  with  you  for  the  motion? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
just  now.  There  was  a  record  vote  taken  that  the  secretary  caaa 
furnish  to  the  committee. 

Q.  Have  you  examined  the  record? — A.  I  have  not.  There  was  a 
record  vote. 

Q.  The  minutes  of  the  committee  are  here  and  have  been  made  a 
part  of  this  record? — A.  I  remember  some  that  voted,  but  you  make 
jnst  a  few  and  perhaps  eliminate  others;  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
to  get  the  record. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  Mr.  Lilley  voted  as  you  did 
on  that  proposition? — A.  I  do  not,  affirmatively. 

Q.  Can  you  state  as  respecting  yourself,  whether  your  vote  for  or 
against  any  given  number  of  submarines  was  in  any  wise  relating  to 
your  vote  on  the  question  of  battle  ships  or  on  any  number  of  battle 
ships? — A.  None  whatever;  it  had  no  relation  whatever;  in  fact, 
it  did  not  occur  to  me.  I  had  no  suspicion  or  thought  that  one  was 
related  to  the  other  or  had  any  dependence  one  upon  the  other. 

Q.  When  voting  for  battle  ships  or  any  number  of  battle  ships  did 
you  reach  your  decision  as  to  how  you  would  vote  with  reference  to 
any  given  number  of  submarines? — A.  The  battle-ship  proposition 
was  disposed  of  before  we  reached  submarines,  and  up  to  that  time 
I  had  not  any  thought  that  a  motion  would  be  made  tor  eight.  The 
Secretary  had  recommended  four,  and  it  never  had  occurred  to  me 


1728  HEABINGS  ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288. 

that  there  would  be  a  motion  for  eight,  so  that  I  was  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  eight  supposition. 

Q.  Your  vote,  then,  for  the  battle  ships  in  that  bill  had  no  relatioti 
whatever  to  any  number  of  submarines! — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  And  vour  vote  for  submarines  had  no  relation  whatever  to  any 
given  number  of  battle  ships? — A.  I  did  not  vote  for  any  submarine. 

Q.  You  voted  against  submarines? — A.  I  did,  but  I  might  explain, 
and  to  be  entirely  frank,  when  I  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
proviso,  that  was  voted  down,  and  Mr.  Mudd  offered  a  substitute  for 
which  I  voted,  and  that  I  might  be  said  to  have  voted  for  incidentally. 
That  was  a  substitute  in  heu  of  the  Loudenslager  resolution,  leav- 
ing out  the  limitations.  I  voted  for  that  substitute.  Then  that  was 
voted  down.  Then  the  Loudenslager  resolution  came  up,  and  I* 
voted  against  that  resolution  because  the  committee  had  refused  to 
strike  out  the  proviso.  But  I  want  to  be  entirely  frank,  and  I  would 
have  voted  for  the  eight  submarines  if  .the  proviso  had  been  stricken 
out.  And  if  the  propositioxi  had  been  four,  I  would  have  voted  for 
that.  I  was  utterly  mdifferent  whether  it  was  four  or  eight  so  far 
as  the  number  was  concerned,  knowing  that  we  needed  a  number 
of  submarines  and  that  we  were  deficient  along  that  line. 

Q.  Now,  then,  did  you  hear  any  discussion  in  the  committee,  or  on 
the  part  of  any  member  of  it,  that  connected  the  proposition  of  battle 
ships  and  submarines,  making  the  one  dependent  in  any  manner 
on  the  other? — ^A.  None  whatever,  except  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
vou  will  find  int  he  hearing  some  member  asked  him  when  he  was 
before  the  committee  if  his  proposition  that  was  submitted  with 
reference  to  the  four  battle  ships  and  the  other  programme,  if  one 
depended  upon  the  other  and  if  that  portion  of  the  programme  subse- 
quent to  the  battle  ships  was  framed  with  reference  to  the  number 
of  battle  ships  recommended — ^four — and  he  said  none  whatever, 
that  they  were  independent,  one  of  the  other.  That  is  the  only 
suggestion  I  ever  heard  with  reference  to  it  and  the  only  mention, 
ana  that  appears  in  the  printed  hearing.  I  suppose  it  is  in  the  hear- 
ings. I  have  not  examined  the  hearmgs,  but  I  suppose  that  was 
in  the  hearings. 

Q.  That  was  a  question  by  a  member  of  the  committee  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  while  he  appeared  before  it,  and  he  said 
there  was  no  such  thing  in  nis  estimates?— A.  He  did. 

Q.  Now,  then,  in  any  private  conversation  with  any  member  of 
the  Naval  Committee  before  the  provisions  were  acted  upon,  did  you 
hear  any  suggestion  that  such  a  consideration  would  affect  or  control 
the  vote?— A.  I  have  never  had  any  such  conversation  and  never 
heard  any  such  conversation  between  anybody  else. 

Q.  If,  then,  any  member  of  the  Naval  Committee  represented  to 
the  President  that  the  battle-ship  programme  was  being  lought  in  the 
Naval  Committee  by  the  torpedo  submarine  programme,  do  you  have 
any  knowledge  of  that  faot? — A.  I  do  not.  I  never  heara  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind :  know  nothing  of  it.  The  matter  had  never  occurred 
to  me. 

Q.  How  did  the  committee  reach  the  number  of  submarines  that 
were  classed  in  the  provision  of  the  naval  bill — eight? — A.  When  we 
came  to  the  question  of  submarines,  going  down  the  programme  as 
submitted,  Mr.  Loudenslager  offered  a  resolution 

Q.  I  am  asking  how  did  you  reach  the  number  eight?  You  said  the 
Secretary  recommended  four.     What  is  the  discussion  that  led  to  the 
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figure  eight  instead  of  the  four  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy? — ^A.  I  was  just  going  to  tell  you  that  specific  Question. 
After  we  had  disposed  of  the  battle-ship  proposition  and  nxed  the 
number  at  two,  and  then  we  voted  the  torpedo  boats,  then  Mr.  Louden- 
slager  oflfered  a  resolution  for  the  purchase  of  eight  submarines,  and 
when  that  was  done  I  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

Q.  I  understand  that  part. — A.  When  that  was  voted  down,  Mr. 
Mudd  offered  a  substitute,  and  that  was  voted  down,  and  then  the  vote 
came  on  Mr.  Loudenslager's  resolution,  which  was  adopted  and  in- 
serted in  the  bill. 

Q.  What  was  the  argument  used  to  provide  for  eight  submarines? — 
A.  There  was  very  Uttle  argument  on  the  question,  as  far  as  the  eight 
were  concerned.  I  do  not  think  there  was  anj  discussion  on  the 
number;  I  do  not  remember  any.  The  whole  discussion  was  on  the 
proviso  contained  in  the — ^by  proviso  I  mean  that  portion  that 
appeared  in  the  bill  beginning  with  the  word  "provided'' — and  the 
whole  discussion  in  the  committee  was  over  that,  and  I  do  not  recall 
that  anybody  offered  the  question  of  eight  or  more. 

Q.  Ail  of  the  members,  then^  of  the  committee  seem  to  have  made 
up  their  minds  as  soon  as  that  item  was  reached  in  the  naval  bill  that 
eight  submarines  would  be  provided  for  in  that  bill? — A.  I  do  not 
know;  I  could  not  say  upon  what  thev  made  up  their  minds. 

Q.  You  were  willing  to  vote  for  eignt,  you  say? — ^A.  I  would  have 
voted  for  five,  I  would  have  voted  for  six,  or  four,  whatever  was 
mentioned  in  the  resolution.  My  whole  attention  was  directed  to 
the  proviso. 

Q.  Did  you  think  the  Navy  needed  eight  submarines? — A.  I  did; 
but  I  made  no  fight.  t 

Q.  And  there  was  no  one  in  the  committee  who  seemed  to  think 
that  that  number  was  too  large,  at  least  no  one  raised  any  objection?— 
A.  I  do  not  recall  any. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Lilley  raise  any  objection  to  the  number  of  sub- 
marines?— A.  Mr.  Lilley  did  join  in  the  discussion  on  the  proviso. 
He  took  the  position  that  that  was  an  improper  limitation  upon  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary.  In  other  words,  ne  joined  in  the  matter 
of  the  amendment  that  I  had  made.  You  ask  me  if  I  remember  how 
he  voted ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Was  there  any  motion  or  substitute  offered  in  the  committee  to 
reduce  the  number  of  submarines  provided  for  in  the  Loudenslager 
resolution  from  eight  to  four? — A.  If  there  was  I  do  not  know  of  it. 

Q.  Did  anyone  raise  the  question  of  the  number  of  submarines 
provided  for  in  the  Loudenslager  resolution? — A.  I  do  not  recall  that 
there  was. 

Q.  If  any  such  discussion  had  arisen  there,  you  would  probably 
remember  it,  Mr.  Padgett  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  I  mean  to  say  you  were  present  all  the  time  ? — A.  I  was  present 
aU  the  time.  I  was  present  during  the  discussion  of  the  entire  pro- 
gramme, but  I  woukf  not  say  that  there  was  not  a  question  of  four, 
but  I  mean  to  sav  that  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  a  discussion 
of  four  or  six.  iTie  whole  discussion  seemed  to  be  over  the  question 
of  the  Umitations  over  the  proviso. 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  member  of  the  committee  or  any  one 
•else  present  who  desires  to  ask  Representative  Padgett  any  questions? 
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TE8TIM0HY  .07  IttVID  H.  .CAEVALfiO— SicaUod. 

David  N.  Cakvalho,  on  being  recalled  and  .being  examined^ 
testified  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Olmsted: 

eQ.  You  have  been  sworn? — A.  I  have,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  heretofore  qualified  as  an  expert  in  writing  and  type- 
writing. I  do  not  now  recall  that  you  went  so  far  as  to  state  your 
experience  or  whether  jrou  are  an  expert  in  the  testi^ig  of  ink? — A.  It 
has  been  a  life  study  with  nie,  sir. 

Q.  Particularly  with  reference  to  the  length  of  time  that  the  paper 
has  been  written? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  there  anv  printed  books  upon  that  subject? — ^A.  There  is 
one  book  I  know  of,  sir;  vou  have  it  under  vour  arm. 

Q.  What  is  the  title  of  it?— A.  ''Forty  Centuries  of  Ink.'' 

Q.  It  appears  to  be  by  Carv^alho?-;-A.  That  is  me,  sir. 


Q.  You  wrote  that  book? — ^A.  I  did,  sir. 


^  Have  you  had  a  good  many  cases  in  which  the  testing  of  ink 
formed  an  important  part? — A.  Very,  very  many,  sir. 

Q.  In  court?— A.  In  open  court;  have  niade  tests — chemical  tests 
in  open  court. 

Q.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  any  more  time  than  is  necessary.  I 
hand  you,  Mr.  Carvalho,  a  paper  which  has  heretofore  been  offered  in 
evidence  and  referred  to  and  identified  at  least  and  marked  '*E,"  and 
ask  you,  if  you  can  state,  will  you  state  when  you  first  saw  that 
paper? — ^A.  bn  Saturdav  last. 

Q.  That  would  be  what  day  of  the  month?— A.  The  25th. 
•  Q.  Now,  can  you  state  how  long  that  paper  had  been  written  be- 
fore you  saw  it  ? — A.  When  I  saw  this  paper  on  Saturday  last,  from 
its  physical  appearance  and  from  the  exammation  that  I  had  made  of 
it  by  the  use  of  colored  glasses,  my  judgment  was  then  that  it  was 
about  ten  days  old — ten  to  twelve  days  old,  and  having  added  on 
the  three  days  when  I  saw  it  last  would  make  it  about  fifteen  days  old. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  that  that  letter  was  not  written  more  than 
fifteen  days  ago? — A.  I  will  explain  my  reasons  for  formulating  such 
an  opinion.  Now,  ink  as  is  commonly  understood,  what  we  mean  by 
ink  IS  tanno-gallate  of  iron,  which  is  suspended  in  water  with  the  use 
of  gum.  Now  that  is  of  a  dirty,  vellow-brown  color,  so  that  in  order 
not  only  to  cheapen  it  but  to  make  it  agreeble  to  the  eye  the  manu- 
facturer is  in  the  habit  of  introducing  into  it  a  blue  coloring  material. 
Consequently,  when  you  write  with  ordinary  commercial  ink  it  writes 
a  blue  or  blue-green,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  after  a  period  of  time 
that  ink  begins  to  darken.  Now,  the  tanno-gallate  of  iron,  which  is 
tannic  acid  and  gallic  acid  as  obtained  from  gallnuts  which  grow 
on  oak  trees,  deposits  made  by  the  wasps,  and  when  brought  in  con- 
tact with  iron  it  turns  black.  Now,  the  advent  of  the  anuine  colors, 
which  are  commonly  known  as  by-products  of  coal  tar,  which  brought 
in  the  artificial  indigo  and  such  blue  colors,  methylene  blue,  and 
nigrosine,  which  is  sort  of  a  blue-black  color,  those  are  used  for  the 
purpose  of  not  only  adulterating  and  cheapening,  but  for  giving  it 
an  agreeable  color.  Now,  the  phenomena  of  inx  is  most  extraordi- 
nary. Wlien  ink  is  put  on  the  paper  first  of  course  it  is  in  a  fluid 
condition.  Now,  as  soon  as  it  aries  then  sometliing  begins  to  take 
place,  and  the  tanno-gallate  of  iron,  having  an  extraordinary  affinity 
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for  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere,  be^s  to  take  it,  and  a  chemical 
change  is  at  once  b^un.  Such  tin  mk  is  the  ink  that  has  been 
used  on  the  exhibit  '^E/'  so  when  it  was  written  it  was  a  blue  color. 
In  a  week's  time,  if  it  had  been  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  it  should 
have  begun  to  change  and  turn  black,  but  the  history,  so  far  as  I 
am  able  to  get  it  of  this  paper,  is  that  it  was  not  exposed  beyond  that 
time.  I  saw  it  about  ten  days  or  eight  days  after  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  committee-  and  it  had  begun  to  fade. 

Now,  I  will  assert  when  I  saw  this  paper  on  Saturday  it  was  at 
least  five  shades  bluer  than  it  is  now.  Now  it  is  almost  black.  The 
usual  phenomena  of  inks  of  that  character  is  that  at  the  end  of  a 
week  if  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  thejr  should  begin  to  blacken 
and  at  the  end  of  a  month  they  aore  positively  black,  and  I  assert 
that  at  the  end  of  the  month  from  the  period,  which  would  make 
fifteen  days  more,  that  this  handwriting  on  this  exhibit  ^'E*'  will  be 
absolutely  black.  Now,  the  document  bears  the  date  February 
20,  and  in  my  opinion  could  not  have  been  written  on  Febiruary  20, 
nor  could  it  have  oeen  written  on  March  20 — the  time  has  not  elapsed; 
the  pecuUar  oxygenation  that  takes  place  within  the  period  of  the 
first  month  is  stiU  going  on;  it  has  not  stopped  and  it  will  stop  after 
the  four  weeks  have  gone  by.  Now,  I  have  tested,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  composition  of  this  ink,  in  line  9,  the  dot  of  the  *4"  of  the 
word**  loosing, ''  as  spelled  here;  and  that  '*i"  was  tested  for  the  piu:- 
pose  of  bringing  back  the  original  color  of  that  ink,  and  there  it  is 
to  be  seen  a  beautiful  bright  blue  color,  and  that  also  at  the  end  of  the 
month  from  now  will  have  turned  black  again,  showing  that  mj  test 
is  a  correct  one  and  that  the  two  will  follow  the  same  law.  if  this 
ink  had  been  written  on  February  20  it  would  be  intensely  black 
now,  and  it  is  not.  But  not  only  that,  but  upon  the  application  of 
my  chemical  it  responded  instantly.  The  skin  that  is  over  it,  so  to 
speak,  to  use  a  trite  phrase — over  this  color — that  is  oxidized  on  the 
top  and  it  tiuTis  black ;  the  blue,  of  course,  is  imnatural.  It  responded 
instantly  to  a  very  weak  solution,  and  if  it  had  had  time  to  narden 
and  oxidize  it  would  have  taken  more  time  before  the  chemical  that 
I  used  could  have  gone  through  this  skin  or  break  the  siurface,  anfl 
it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  state  that  it  has  not  yet  reached  the  point 
when  it  will  become  black,  but  that  it  will  go  at  least  two  weeks  from 
now. 

Q.  This  letter  purports  to  have  been  written  in  New  York  City  on 
February  20  of  this  year.  It  is  addressed  to  lion.  George  L.  Lilley, 
Washington,  and  signed  ''A  Citizen,"  and  mentioning  in  various  ways, 
directly  and  by  insinuation,  a  number  of  prominent  names.  It  was 
handed  to  this  committee  by  Representative  Lilley  on  Saturday, 
April  18.  The  committee  has  not  yet  determined  to  put  it  upon  the 
record.  Now,  let  me  ask  you  agam,  how  long  befpre  Saturday,  the 
18th,  do  you  say  that  letter  was  written? — A.  Within  five  days,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  not  more  than  five  days  old  at  that  time? — A.  Five  or 
six  days. 

Q.  But  it  was  dated  February  20. — A.  That  is  a  false  date,  sir. 

Q.  Could  it  have  been  written  any  time  in  March? — A.  No,  sir;  I 
do  not  think  it  could  have  been  written  any  time  in  ilarch,  because 
the  ink  would  have  been  turned  black,  and  the  verv  fact  that  I  have 
been  able  to  test  that  by  having  it  in  my  possession  Saturday  last, 
and  here  it  is  tested,  showing  that  that  gradual  blackening  has  taken 
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place,  and  I  think  the  committee  themselves,  when  I  called  their 
attention  to  it  on  Saturday,  saw  it  was  much  bluer  than  it  is  now. 

Q.  Would  you  say  that  that  was  written  in  the  natural  hand  of 
the  writer,  or  disguised  hand  ? — ^A.  Unquestionably,  sir,  it  was  a  dis- 
guised handwriting. 

The  Chairman.  Any  member  of  the  committee  desire  to  ask  2^fr. 
Carvalho  any  questions? 

Anyone  else  present  who  desires  to  ask  Mr.  Oarvalho  any  questions? 

That  is  all. 

TE8TIM0HT  OF  ADMIKAL  FKAHGI8  TIEFAKY  BOWLES. 

Francis  Tiffany  Bowles,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  being  exam- 
ined, testified  as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Stevens,  will  you  examine  Admiral  Bowles? 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  your  name,  address,  and  occupation? — 
A.  Francis  Tiffany  Bowles;  my  present  business  address  is  Quincy, 
Mass. ;  my  occupation,  shipbuilder  and  president  of  the  Fore  River 
Shipbuilding  Company. 

Q.  Were  you  formerly  in  the  United  States  service? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  In  what  capacity? — ^A.  As  a  naval  constructor. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  the  United  States  service  as  naval  con- 
structor?— ^A.  Twenty- three  years. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  it  ? — A.  In  November,  1903. 

Q.  What  occupation  did  you  go  into  then? — A.  I  took  my  present 
position. 

Q.  As  president  of  the  Fore  River  Shipbuilding  Company,  of 
Quincy,  Mass.  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  business  of  that  concern? — ^A.  Build- 
ing ships  and  enrines  for  vessels. 

Q.  Since  you  nave  been  at  the  head  of  that  concern  have  you  con- 
structed any  vessels  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company? — A.  I  have  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

Q.  When,  and  what  vessels? — ^A.  We  constructed  five  submarine 
boats  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company  in  1905. 

Q.  What  were  the  names  of  them? — A.  They  had  no  names. 

Q.  What  are  their  names  now  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Are  they  in  the  United  States  service  now? — ^A.  They  are  not; 
they  were  for  a  foreign  government. 

Q.  The  United  States  did  not  take  them?— A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  constructed  any  of  the  boats  for  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  that  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  ones? — A.  The  Octopus ,  the  Tarantula,  the  Viper,  and 
Cuttlefish. 

Q.  Wlien  were  they  constructed? — ^A.  They  were  contracted  for 
in  1905,  and  were  finished  during  the  current  year. 

Q.  Out  of  what  appropriations  were  they  authorized,  do  you 
recollect? — A.  The  appropriation  made,  I  think,  partly  in  1903  and 
partly  in  1904,  I  think;  I  am  not  quite  certain  of  those  dates. 

Q.  The  contracts  were  entered  into  after  you  left  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  during  the  time  that  you  have  been  president  of  your  com- 
pany?— A.  They  were. 
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Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  contract  price  of  them? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it?— A.  The  Octopus,  $250,000. 

Q.  The  Tarantulaf—A>  One  of  the  other  three  was  $200,000  and 
two  were  $185,000,  but  which  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  The  Octojms  is  in  the  Navy  Year  Book  of  1907,  page  584,  and 
the  contract  price  is  $200,000. — ^A.  That  is  wrong. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that  ? — ^A.  I  am  positive. 

Q.  Has  the  Uctofus  been  accepted  by  the  United  States? — ^A.  The 
Octopus  has  not  been  delivered  to  the  United  States  yet. 

Q.  Have  the  others? — A.  Yes;  they  have  been  delivered. 

Q.  And  are  a  part  of  the  United  States  Navy? — A.  Yes.  Final 
acceptance  imder  the  terms  of  the  contract  has  not  yet  taken  place,  but 
it  is  about  due. 

Q.  As  to  the  Octovus,i\idX  was  the  boat  that  was  engaged  in  the 
triads  a  year  ago? — ^A.  This  spring;  yes. 

Q.  The  contract  price  of  wnich  you  sav  is  $250,000.  State  to  the 
committee  the  cost  of  that  boat,  so  far  as  nas  come  to  your  knowledge 
as  president  of  the  construction  company. — A.  I  can  not  give  you  the 
exact  figures. 

Q.  In  what  wajr  can  we  obtain  them? — ^A.  I  can  give  them  approxi- 
mately  and  withm  a  smaU  amount? 

Q.  What  information  can  you  give  us  now? — ^A.  I  can  give  you 
substantially  the  cost. 

Q.  What  is  it? — ^A.  The  cost  of  those  boats,  as  it  comes  to  me,  is 
naerely  the  construction  cost  and  is  divided  into  two  parts,  that  which 
is  performed  by  my  company  and  that  which  is  performed  by  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  and  reported  to  us  as  a  part  of  the  construc- 
tion cost.  Now,  the  Octojms  has  not  yet  been  delivered  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  its  record  is  not  complete,  but  at  the  present  time  it 
stands  approximately  thus:  The  construction  cost  of  the  boat  to  my 
company  is  $200,000  and  the  cost  so  far  as  returned  to  us  by  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  is  about  $35,000. 

Q.  So  that  the  total  cost  approximately  would  be  $235,000? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  To  the  Electric  Boat  Company? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  contract  was  $250,000  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  that  include  incidental  expenses,  office  exnenses,  and 
administrative  expenses  and  matters  of  that  kind? — A.  rio:  it  does 
not,  as  I  understand  it.  It  includes  simply  the  direct  charges  to 
the  cost  otthe  boat. 

Q.  For  the  physical  construction  of  the  boat  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  size  of  that  boat  ? — A.  She  is  105  feet  long. 

Q.  What  is  the  tonnage? — A.  The  tonnage  displacement  when 
submerged  is  274  tons,  which,  I  think,  is  the  tonnage  ordinarily 
given  in  the  United  States  tables. 

Q.  What  are  the  specifications  and  requirements  of  the  Octopus 
so  far  as  surface  speed,  submerged  speed,  time  for  submersion,  And 
matters  of  that  kind? — A.  Those  are  matters  which  are  not  special 
subjects  of  consideration  to  me  and  T  am  not  the  best  witness,  and 
I  can  only  tell  you  generallv  about  that.  Of  course  the  best  evi- 
dence on  that  point  would  be  the  contract  for  the  Octopus.  As  I 
recall  it,  the  Octopus  was  to  make  9 J  knots  on  the  surface  and  I 
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think  it  wae  8^  knots  submerged,  but  ray  recollection  ifi  not  distinct 
about  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  radius  of  action  ?-^A.  No,  I  do  not. 
Those  are  matters  which  I  am  not  conoemed  in  at  all  exoept  as  a 
matter  .of  interest. 

Q.  In  making  your  contracts  for  boats  of  that  chaxsactor  how 
much  does  the  question  of  tonnage  displacement  enter  into  your 
calculations?  Is  that  the  basis  of  your  contract  or  an  item  in  the 
making  of  the  contract  ? — A.  It  is  a  mere  item  in  making  it. 

Q.  How  is  it  regarded,  as  a  part  of  the  whole  contract,  as  a  very 
^considerable  figure,  or  an  inconsidecable  figure? — A,  The  light 
displacement  of  the  boat,  which  is  her  actual  weight  in  pounds,  of 
course,  is  the  measure  of  what  the  boat  contains  in  materials  aiKl  in 
structure,  and  therefore  is  the  designer's  capital  upon  whioh  he  wopks, 
and  it  is  a  vital  element  in  the  design  and  the  outcome  of  the  cantract. 

Q.  Now,  Admiral,  in  tlie  hearings  of  the  Naval  Comniittee  of  the 
House — I  think  it  was  in  1901 — ^you  appeared  before  the  House  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  what  was  your  official  position  at  that 
time? — A.  I  was  Chief  Constructor  of  me  Navy  and  Chi^  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

Q.  Were  you  the  predecessor  of  Admiral  Capps? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  your  testimony  at  that  time,  as  it  appears  in  the  record  of 
this  committee,  at  page  353  and  following,  there  appear  to  be  vanoos 
statements  by  you  as  to  the  items  of  cost  of  construction  of  a  sob- 
marine  boat,  rfow,  it  has  been  stated  in  this  committee  by  Mr. 
Ldlley,  as  a  basis  of  his  charge  of  excessive  cost  in  the  oonstructioB 
of  submarines,  that  you  stated  at  that  time  to  the  Naval  Committee 
that  a  fair  cost  of  a' submarine  as  then  constructed  was  S745.45  per 
ton.  Do  you  recall  that  testimony? — ^A.  I  never  made  any  such 
statement  anywhere  in  any  such  form  as  that.  I  gave  an  estimate 
of  what  I  considered  the  reasonable  cost  of  the  boats  then,  with  the 
knowledge  which  I  then  had.  But  I  never  gave,  according  to  my 
best  recollection,  any  cost  per  ton.  I  never  gave  any  unit  cost,  and 
if  I  had  I  should  not  have  applied  it  in  that  way. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  way  m  which  you  did  give  the  cost  to  that 
committee? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  in  substance  at  that  time  as  to  the  manner  of 
your  calculation? — A.  The  manner  of  my  calculation  was  this:  The 
total  weight  of  the  boat — that  is,  dry — is  divided  up,  or  I  divided  it 
up,  into  groups  of  materials  of  similar  commercial  character.  Then 
I  assumed  for  a  group  a  price  per  pound,  which  would  be  accepted  by 
engineers  as  a  fair  commercial  market  value  for  such  material  when 
installed  in  place.  In  that  way  I  made  up  a  total  of  the  commercial 
value  of  a  boat  such  as  the  type  then  under  construction,  known  as 
the  Adder  class.  That  estimate  made  up  in  that  manner  amounted, 
as  I  recall,  to  approximately  $90,000. 

Q.  It  gives  it  here  $89,459.  Have  you  had  any  occasion  since  that 
time  to  examine  your  data  and  calculation  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  have  you  found  them — correct? — A.  Those  figures  were 
made  by  myself  and  one  of  my  colleagues  in  order  to  give  us  an 
approximate  idea  of  what  would  be  a  fair  commercial  value  of  a  boat 
of  that  type.  Now,  at  that  time  I  had  had  no  experience  in  the  con- 
struction of  submarine  boats.  The  boats  themselves  had  not  been 
completed.     Since  that  time  I  have  had  the  experience  of  building 
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five  boats,  off  approximately  the  same  set  of  plans,  a  somewhat 
improved  boat,  but  practically  the  same  as  the,  Adder  class.  They 
were  duplicates  of  the  Fulton.  I  found  that  my  estimate  was  a  pretty 
good  estimate,  pretty  fair,  that  the  only  defect  in  it  was  that  I  had 
underestimated  the  diffictdty  of  assembling  a  submarine  boat,  where 
everything  is  very  much  contracted,  and  where  the  spaces  are  all 
exceedingly  small,  and  where  the  testing  of  everything  is  a  meas\u*e 
of  its  success.    I  feel  that  that  portion  of  my  estimates  was  inadequate. 

Q.  The  Ad^er  the  table  gives  here  as  120  tons  displacement. — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  your  figures  as  given  in  your  testimony,  as  stated  on  page 
353,  make  the  cost  of  $89,459.— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  cost,  divided  by  the  tonnage  of  the  Adder ,  would  be 
approximately  $745.45? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  would  be  the  way  Mr.  Lilley  arrived  at  that  basic 
cost? — ^A.  I  think  I  ought  to  explain  that  the  displacement  which 
is  given  in  the  naval  books  is  the  volume  of  displacement  when  sub- 
merged, and  therefore,  while  it  is  a  measure  of  the  external  volimie 
of  the  boat,  it  includes  as  matter  of  weight  the  water  ballast  which 
is  taken  in  for  trimming,  and  the  sinking  of  the  boat.  There  is  a 
very  considerable  quantity,  and  therefore  if  you  use  that  displace- 
ment for  obtaining  cost  you  get  a  very  erroneous  result.  The  cost 
per  ton  of  displacement  is  only  a  rough  approximation,  and  must 
De  understood  would  not  be  correct  or  it  would  lead  one  to  make 
very  erroneous  bids.  For  instance,  it  would  be  a  rough  measure  of 
the  cost  of  the  boat  to  say  she  costs  so  much  per  ton,  Tight  displace* 
ment,  which  is  the  actual  weight  of  the  boat  dry.  In  the  case  of  the 
Adder  class  the  light  displacement  of  those  was  about  100  tons,  aiid 
if  that  were  to  be  used  as  a  divisor  it  would  bring  out  a  result  which 
had  some  relation  to  the  engineering  cost. 

Q.  Then  from  your  present  information  you  would  riot  state  that 
S745.45  was  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  Adder,  based  on 
tonnage  displacement  of  120  tons? — A.  No;  I  should  say  it  was  an 
underestimate,  from  my  present  knowledge. 

Q.  Could  you  give  us  any  estimate  of  now  much  of  an  underesti- 
mate it  is  approximately? — A.  Yes.  I  should  think  that  it  should 
certainly  have  added  to  it  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  at  least  20  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  I  will  read  from  your  testimony  in  1901 : 

I  was  about  to  say  that  the  cost  of  a  submarine  boat  depends  upon  the  amount  of 
experimentation  which  has  to  be  done.  That  is  certainly  very  expensive.  Now,  my 
calculations  show  that  a  reasonable  cost,  with  a  handsome  profit  to  the  contractor,  for 
the  boats  now  building  would  be  $89,459. 

I  would  ask  you  if  that  same  type  of  boat  of  similar  construction 
would  cost  you  more  or  less  now  to  construct? — ^A.  Considerably 
more. 

Q.  In  what  way? — A.  Supposing  that  the  boat  was  upon  the  same 
plans  and  specifications  and  the  same  materials.  The  increase  in  cost 
over  what  it  actually  cost  at  that  time  would  be  considerable,  owing  to 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  labor  and  materials. 

Q.  Can  you  give  any  percentage  that  would  be  fairly  approximate  ? — 
A.  I  should  think  that  on  materials  the  increase  in  cost  would  be 
between  10  and  15  per  cent,  and  on  the  labor  possibly  20  per  cent. 
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Q.  Now,  to  make  it  a  matter  of  record  here,  you  have  stated  also 
that  the  use  of  120  tons  for  the  Adder  as  a  basis  for  arriving  at  the 
tonnage  cost  would  not  be  fairly  accurate,  but  that  the  light  (Bsplace- 
ment  at  about  100  tons  would  be  more  accurate. — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  would  make  a  tonnage  average  cost  of  about  $894  per 
ton  on  the  figures  you  submit,  then? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  must  be  increased  for  labor  approximately  20  per  cent 
and  for  materials  from  10  to  15  per  cent  to  get  a  fairly  average  tonnage 
cost  in  the  same  type  of  boat?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  the  type  of  boat  that  they  use  now  require  more  or  less 
expensive  construction  and  machinery  than  the  type  of  boats  of  the 
Adder  class? — A.  It  does,  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  The  Adder 
class  of  boats  were  built  upon  the  constructive  designs,  and  the  plans 
of  the  boats  were  not  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  Government:  the 
materials  used  in  the  boats  were  generally  not  subject  to  test  oi  the 
Government.  The  boats  were  built  on  what  would  be  called  a  com- 
mercial basis.  That  is,  commercial  materials  were  used  wherever  it 
was  practicable  to  use  them. 

Q.  In  contradistinction  to  commercial  materi'als,  what  other  term 
would  vou  use? — ^A.  Materials  subject  to  naval  test. 

Q.  What  is  the  test? — A.  I  should  Uke  to  explain  that  by  stating 
that  in  the  present  boat,  the  boats  that  have  been  built  since  the 
Adder  class,  that  the  plans  and  specifications  have  prior  to  the  making 
of  the  contract  been  subject  to  close  scrutiny  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Other  requirements  have  been  added  to  tne  specifications 
in  the  way  of  fittings  on  the  boat;  that  the  materials  used  have  been 
altogether  of  the  highest  grade  known  to  naval  construction,  and 
that  the  character  of  the  workmanship  has  been  corres|x>ndingly 
more  perfect. 

Q.  Does  that  make  an  increased  cost? — ^A.  It  means  a  very  con- 
siderable increase  in  cost. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  estimate  or  percentage  as  to  that  increased 
cost  of  naval  construction  and  inspection  over  commercial  construc- 
tion and  inspection? — A.  I  ^as  trying  to  recoUect  an  actual  concrete 
example,  but  I  can  not  recall  one  at  this  moment.  That  difference 
varies  very  considerably,  depending  upon  the  type  of  vessels  to  which 
it  is  appUed,  but  with  special  reference  to  these  submarines,  I  should 
say  that  the  increase  in  cost  due  to  naval  inspection  was  at  least  20 
per  cent,  and  probably  something  in  excess  over  that.  ^ 

Q.  So  that  if  $745.45  did  represent  a  fair  estimate  of  cost  by  com- 
mercial construction  the  same  average  tonnage  cost  under  naval  con- 
struction and  inspection  ought  to  be  20  per  cent  higher? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  a  bidder  like  yourself  as  a  constructor  considers  a  bid  for 
a  vessel  under  naval  construction  and  subject  to  naval  inspection, 
do  you  make  any  difTerence  as  to  your  margin  by  which  materials 
might  be  excluded,  or  is  that  a  part  of  the  20  per  cent  you  have  already 
stated  to  us? — A.  That  is  a  part  of  the  20  per  cent  that  I  have  already 
stated,  but  I  would  answer  the  question  by  saying  we  do  have  to 
allow  for  that,  because  this  inspection  ie  productive  of  delays,  which 
are  exceedingly  expensive,  ana  if  you  will  permit  me  to  cover  one 
further  feature  of  the  increased  cost  of  the  boats  which  have  been 
built  subsequent  to  the  Adder,  it  is  fair  to  mention  that  the  exactions 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  trials  and  tests  of  these  boats 
have  been  enormously  multiplied  and  have  had  an  exceedingly  serious 
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eflfect  upon  the  cost  of  the  boats.  Not  only  the  tests  which  the  boats 
are  subjected  to  while  building  and  whicn  are  most  elaborate  and 
critical,  but  those  which  are  incorporated  in  the  contract. 

Q.  These  specifications  are  much  more  severe? — A.  The  contract 
for  the  submarine  boat  is  something  that  is  worthy  of  critical  exami- 
nation. With  other  vessels  for  the  Navy  the  contract  provisions  will 
require  first-class  workmanship  and  are  generally  contained  in  the 
provision  with  regard  to  speed.  For  instance,  on  the  battle  ships  we 
take  the  vessel  out  and  submit  her  to  a  trial  test  of  the  maxunum 
speed  and  then  one  of  endurance.  But  that  is  sufiScient.  With  the 
submarine  boats  every  feature  of  that  boat,  every  quaUty  that  the 
boat  has  is  tested  with  the  most  rigid  care.  If  such  test  were  carried 
out  upon  a  battle  ship,  I  think  that  it  would  cost  over  $250,000  and 
take  several  months.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cost  on  an  ordinary 
naval  vessel  is  on  an  average  of  little  over  1  per  cent  of  the  cost, 
whereas  the  cost  of  the  test  of  submarines  we  have  built  has  exceeded 
8  per  cent  of  the  contract  price. 

Q.  I  did  not  catch  that. — A.  The  cost  of  the  tests  imder  the  con- 
tract provisions  has  exceeded  8  per  cent  of  the  contract  price. 

Q.  That  is  a  larger  sum  than  formerly  expended  for  that  purpose  ? — 
A.   very  much  larger  than  expended  on  the  Adder  class. 

Q.  I  understand  your  basis  of  $745.45  should  be  corrected  some- 
what as  follows ^A.  First,  if  you  will  permit  me,  I  would  not  use  it 

at  all,  because  it  has  actually  no  relation  to  the  cost,  it  includes  & 
number  of  tons  of  water. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  understand.  First,  it  is  inaccurate,  that 
it  does  include  water  and  should  be  light  and  used  as  a  basis  of  100 
instead  of  120.  That  would  make  a  basic  cost  of  about  $900  per  ton 
instead  of  $745.45.  Then  to  bring  the  cost  down  to  the  present  there 
should  be  added  additional  cost  of  labor  and  material,  from  10  to  20< 
per  cent? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  added  to  that  there  should  be  added  to  that  the  additional 
cost  of  naval  construction  and  inspection  as  distinguished  from 
commercial  construction  and  inspection? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  next  there  should  be  added  the  additional  cost  of  tests 
and  experimentation,  much  more  than  at  that  time  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  would  be  a  fair  basis  for  considering  tonnage  cost 
now,  wpuld  it? — ^A.  It  would. 

Q.  And  that  would  be  a  sum  of  about  $1,050  a  ton,  as  I  take  it, 
in  round  numbers,  taking  the  percentages  that  you  have  given. — ^A. 
Adding  10  per  cent  and  then  adding  20  would  make  it  $1,170  a  ton. 

Q.  Instead  of  $745,  use  100  tons  instead  of  120  tons,  would  be 
$900  as  the  first  change;  then  add  10  per  cent  for  increase  in  mate- 
rial and  labor  15? — ^A.  Add  ten. 

Q.  That  will  be  $990.  Then  add  20  per  cent  for  naval  construc- 
tion, and  $900  would  be  $180  more,  would  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  add  about  8  per  cent  for  increased  cost  of  tests  would 
be  $70  a  ton;  that  would  be  about  right,  about  $1,240  or  $1,250  per 
ton.  Two  things  more.  Admiral.  You  stated  in  your  examination 
in  1901  that  the  question  of  patents  is  of  sUght  importance  in  the 
construction  of  the  submarine;  that  famiUar  methods  are  in  use 
which  do  not  infringe  upon  patents.  Are  you  of  that  same  opinion 
now,  since  you  have  been  a  constructor? — A.  That  is  a  matter  I  have 
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never  had  occasion  to  investigate  since.  It  is  something  I  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with. 

Q.  So  that  you  could  not  add  anything  to  the  opinion  given  then?— 
A.  Not  in  that  respect. 

Q.  Have  you  the  contract  for  the  seven  boats  that  were  awarded  to 
the  Electric  company  under  their  contract  of  last  summer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  will  not  interrogate  you  as  to  that  now.  I  want  to  ask  you 
about  one  other  circumstance.  A  Mr.  Ferry,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
testified  to  this  committee  that  you  had  advised  him  to  use  whatever 
influence  he  had  toward  securing  the  favorable  submarine  legi^ation. 
Do  you  recall  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Charles  Ferry,  of  Bndgeport, 
Conn.,  representing  one  of  the  constituent  companies  of  the  American 
Brass  Company? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  what  that  conversation  was  with- him? — A. 
Mr.  Ferry^s  company,  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  have  had  for 
about  two  years  our  contracts  for  all  brass  and  copper  piping,  rods, 
and  so  forth.  And  it  is  customary  where  builders  confine  tneir  orders 
to  one  concern  to  expect  supply  men  to  assist  them  in  getting  business, 
and  I  had  an  understanding  to  that  effect  with  Ml*.  Ferry  vmen  I  gave 
him  our  contract, 

Q.  Wliat  did  you  ask  him  to  do? — A.  I  asked  him  on  one  occasion 
to  see  that  Representative  Hill,  of  Connecticut,  understood  the  rela- 
tions existing  oetween  his  company  and  mine  and  the  extent  of  the 
business  which  in  that  way  came  to  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  influence  Mr.  Hill  as  to  his  legislative 
action? — A.  I  did  not.  I  asked  him  to  inform  him  fully  in  regard  to 
the  business  which  came  from  my  company  to  Bridgeport. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  Ferry  to  influence  Mr.  Lilley  as  to  his  legis- 
tive  action? — ^A.  I  did  not.  I  never  mentioned  Mr.  Lilley's  name  to 
Mr.  Ferrv.  I  had  one  other  conversation  on  tiie  subject,  which  oc- 
curred, 1  think,  some  time  in  February  of  this  year.  Mr.  Feny 
ceased  some  time  ago  last  year  to  have  my  contract  because  of  inef- 
ficient service.  He  came  to  me  in  Boston  and  sought  an  appoint/- 
ment  with  me.  He  said  that  he  had  heard  through  his  president, 
Mr.  Kingsbury,  I  think  he  named  him,  that  he  could  do  something 
for  me  in  Washington  along  the  line  of  submarines.  He  said  that 
they  felt  very  seriously  the  loss  of  my  oontmct;  that  they  had  profited 
by  the  discipline  that  I  had  administered  to  them,  and  they  would 
give  excellent  service.  He  was  very  anxious  to  get  itbaok.  He 
wanted  to  know  if  he  could  do  anything  for  me  in  the  way  of  sub- 
marines in  Washington — whether  it  would  be  any  advantage  to  him. 
I  told  him  in  the  most  positive  manner  that  when  that  contract 
came  around  to  be  awarded  again  that  it  would  be  settled  in  the 
interests  of  my  company,  as  it  had  been  before;  that  I  should  be 
very  much  pleased  at  anything  he  might  do  for  me,  but  I  would 
make  him  no  promises  of  any  Kind,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
any  manner,  shape,  or  form.     I  used  all  those  words  to  him. 

(^.  Did  you  in  any  way  inform  him  or  intimate  to  him  that  if  he  could 
assist  in  securing  favoraole  legislation  for  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
that  you  woulcl  s^ive  him  a  contract? — ^A.  I  did  not.  I  took  the 
utmost  care  to  prevent  conveying  any  such  idea  to  his  mind. 

Qi  In  having  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Perry,  or  anybody  else 
along  that  line,  did  you  do  this  at  the  instig^ition  or  request  of  the 
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Electric  Boat  Company  or  any  of  its  officers? — ^A.  I  did  not;  this 
interview  was  sought  wholly  by  Mr.  Ferrv. 

Q.  You  have  had  much  experience  in  the  way  of  letting  naval  con- 
tracts as  an  officer  of  the  Department  and  as  president  of  one  of  the 
large  companies  of  the  United  States.  I  will  read  you  a  statement 
from  the  Boston  Herald,  which  has  been  inserted  in  this  testimony  as 
a  |X)rtion  of  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lilley:  *^Mr.  Lilley  has  cited  in  his 
own  experience  at  least  two  instances  in  which  appeals  have  been 
made  to  him  by  his  constituents.^'  One  of  which  was  by  ilr.  Ferry 
and  the  other  was  by  Mr.  Franklin  Taylor,  of  Waterbury.  Do  you 
know  Mr.  Taylor? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  Herald  then  goes  on  to  state,  '*in  each  case  the  constituent 
has  been  bribed  to  approach  his  Congressman,  in  the  one  case  by  the 
promise  of  a  private  contract  wliich  was  dependent  upon  the  passage 
of  certain  legislation. ''  Both  these  men  denied  that  they  made  any 
such  statement.  Do  you  consider  it  in  the  nature  of  a  bribe  for  j'ou 
to  approach  a  Member  of  Congress  and  confer  with  him  about  the 
interests  of  the  naval  programme  or  the  details  of  the  naval  pro- 
gramme with  the  idea  that  if  the  naval  programme  is  decided  upon 
and  Congress  does  appropriate  monej'  or  authorize  the  construction 
of  naval  vessels  that  you  may  be  then  in  the  situation  to  bid  for  such 
work? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Those  are  all  the  questions  I  have. — A.  I  would  like,  if  the 
chairman  will  permit  me,  to  absolutely  clear  up  the  Ferry  matter 
without  any  possibility  of  doubt. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  what  we  are  attempting  to  do  in  these 
closing  days.  Admiral,  to  clear  up  a  number  of  questions  about  the 
testimonv. — A.  Mr.  Ferry  when  he  came  to  me  did  not  mention  the 
name  of  \lr.  Lilley.  I  had  not  idea  what  he  meant  when  he  said  that 
he  could  do  something  for  me  in  the  way  of  submarines.  He  did  not 
describe  it  in  any  way.  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  going  to  see  Mr. 
Lilley  and  did  not  ask  him  to  go  and  see  him  or  to  see  anyone  else. 
Mr.  Ferry,  however,  after  he  had  been  to  Washington,  came  back 
to  see  me  and  he  then  told  me  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  LUlev.  That  was 
the  first  time  that  the  gentleman's  name  was  mentioned  between  us. 
He  said  that  he  had  tried  to  explain  to  Mr.  Lilley  the  commercial 
situation  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  brass  materials,  and  that  Mr. 
Lilley  had  burst  out  upon  nim  in  a  denunciation  of  submarine  boats 
and  the  methods  that  were  being  pursued  here  in  Washington  and 
hadscaredhim.  Ferry,  ver}'  much.  1  told  Mr.  Ferry  that  I  was  exceed- 
ingly sorry  that  any  attempt  to  do  something  for  me  should  get  him 
into  so  much  trouble,  but  he  need  have  no  anxiety  on  the  subject,  so 
far  as  his  action  or  mine  or  my  company^s  was  concerned,  of  any  kind 
at  all;  that  he  could  go  home  and  be  satisfied  that  he  had  done  what 
was  right  and  so  had  I.  That  was  the  end  of  that  episode  so  far  as  I 
was  concerned.  I  might  also  state — I  am  anxious  to  clear  the  ground 
of  Mr.  Lilley — that  if  1  had  wished  to  influence  him  in  any  way  or  had 
sought  to  do  it  I  had  the  most  excellent  means,  because  during  the 
previous  year  I  had  transferred  my  contract  from  Bridgeport  to  the 
American  Brass  Company,  of  Ansonia  and  Waterbury.  I  negotiated 
that  contract  with  the  president  of  the  American  Brass  Company 
myself. 
^Q.  WTio  is  that?— A.  Mr.  Brooker. 
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Q.  Charles  F.  Brooker? — A.  Yes;  and  I  had  some  understanding 
with  Mr.  Brooker  with  regard  to  helping  me  in  getting  business  in 
certain  territories,  but  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  take  advantage  of 
it.  I  have  never  asked  Mr.  Brooker  to  say  anything  for  me  directly 
or  indirectly,  but  I  had  in  that  gentleman  s  immediate  neighborhooil 
the  most  excellent  means  of  reaching  him  in  case  I  had  so  desired. 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  gentleman  of  the  committee  desire  to 
ask  any  questions  of  Admiral  Bowles  ? 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  Simply  to  get  it  a  little  bit  fuller  in  some  respects,  Admiral, 
you  made  reference  to  the  expensive  character  of  these  boats,  and 
1  would  like  to  have  \'^ou  state,  so  that  the  record  will  show  the  reason 
for  going  into  figures,  how  these  tests  differ  from  the  tests  of  an 
ordinary  hull  for  seagoing  purposes.  In  other  words,  I  would  like  to 
have  you,  if  it  is  true,  to  go  into  the  ({uestion  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  hull  of  a  submarine  is  so  built  as  to  stand  the  pressure  of  the  water 
all  around  at,  say,  a  depth  of  200  feet,  50  feet,  30  feet,  or  20  feet,  or 
10  feet;  whether  or  not  as  the  boat  dives  and  goes  under  the  pressure 
from  the  outside  increases  with  every  foot  of  depth  that  it  reaches: 
whether  or  not  a  hull  to  be  fit  for  a  man  to  go  under  and  live  in  it 
must  withstand  any  probable  pressure  which  this  boat  was  designed 
to  undergo  and  at  any  particular  depth  that  it  was  contemplated 
that  it  should  dive.  Tliat  is  one  of  the  features  about  it.  Does  that 
differ  from  the  ordinary  type  of  the  ordinary  hull  for  subsurface 
navigation? — A.  I  should  oe  absolutely  in  favor  always  of  a  rigid 
test  of  the  strength  and  the  water-tightness  of  the  hull  of  a  sub- 
marine.    It  is  a  great  comfort  to  those  who  go  own  in  them. 

Q.  The  hull,  it  is  not  like  a  surface  hull,  it  is  possible  to  spring  a  leak 
when  it  was  submerged  30  feet  under  the  surface? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why? — A.  Because  of  the  increase  in  pressure;  but  I  would 
like  to  fimsh  my  answer,  which  is  responsive  to  your  original  question. 
In  the  ordinary  hull  the  water  tightness  is  decided  by  the  application 
of  pressure  to  the  interior.  Prooably  a  few  people  "knew  tne  extent 
ana  care  with  which  each  compartment  of  a  naval  vessel  is  tested. 
After  it  is  completed  every  compartment  is  filled  with  water  and 
that  water  subjected  to  pressure,  var^ang  according  to  the  location 
of  the  compartment,  ana  must  be  made  absolutely  tight  before  it 
is  left.  That  is  the  practical  test  to  which  an  ordinary  hull  is  sub- 
jected. Now,  in  the  submarine  not  only  are  those  tests  made  to  a 
much  higher  pressure  than  in  ordinary  vessels,  a  surface  vessel,  is 
subjected  to,  out  after  the  vessel  is  completed  it  is  submei^ed  to  a 
depth  of  200  feet  and  the  water  tightness  and  the  strength  of  the 
structure  tested  under  those  conditions.  What  I  say  is  this,  with 
regard  to  these  tests,  that  after  having  put  down  one  of  three  boats 
to  200  feet  and  found  that  the  design  or  structure  is  amply  sufficient 
for  that  purpose,  I  see  no  possible  reason  for  putting  the  whole  three 
of  them  down,  and  it  is  the  same  w- ay  with  regard  to  possibly  twenty 
other  things,  where  the  Government  is  unnecessarily  duplicating 
or  triplicating  the  tests  on  these  boats  and  actually  fnttering  away 
money  in  useless  things. 

Q.  But  the  contracts  call  for  them  ? — A.  The  contracts  call  for  them, 
and  because  it  is  there  it  must  be  subjected  to  the  tests. 
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Q.  And  the  cost  is  the  same  whether  it  is  necessary  or  not? — A. 
That  depends  upon  the  basis  upon  which  the  contract  is  made.  If 
you  make  a  contract  for  seven  boats  with  th,e  understanding  that  a 
typical  boat  shall  be  selected  for  a  commercial  test  and  that  all  the 
otners  shall  not  be  repeated,  it  is  a  fair  basis  of  understanding  and  is 
a  fair  basis  of  price  upon  which  the  contract  shall  be  made.  Now, 
that  was  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  boats  that  were  recently  built, 
but  it  was  not  carried  out.  I  mean  to  say  that  the  tests  were  dupli- 
cated and  triplicated,  and  we  are  put  to  unnecessary  expense,  on  the. 
four  boats  we  built,  amounting  in  cost  to  $61,000. 

Q.  And  those  tests  are  demanded  by  the  Government? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  then,  as  to  the  mechanism  and  machinery  in-  the  sub- 
marine, as  to  how  far  it  is  necessary'  that  everv'  part  sliould  perform 
accurately  its  functions  in  order  to  give  the  boat  ability  under  the 
various  conditions  it  is  sup]X)sed  to  operate ;  in  other  words,  makinjg 
an  amphibious  thing  out  of  it. — A.  There  are  certain  points  that  it  is 
necessary  to  give  greater  attention  to;  but,  generallv  speaking,  I 
should  say  that  it  did  not  require  anv  greater  standard  of  perfection 
mechanically  than  we  are  accustomed  to  appl}'  to  a  battle  ship. 

Q.  Suppose  the  shaft  or  something  on  the  battle  ship  should  break 
down;  tnat  is  an  important  matter  of  course;  but  tne  battle  ship 
simply  floats  and  nobody  is  particularly  imperiled,  and  it  is  an  acci- 
dent that  can  be  repaired,  relatively  speaking,  at  leisure.  Now,  sup- 
Cose  when  you  are  submerged  some  important  part  of  the  machinery 
reaks  and  gives  way  and  refuses  to  act,  is  the  peril  greater  to  the 
crew? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  think  it  is.  There  are  so  many  safeguards 
provided  in  a  submarine  against  such  accidents  by  which  balances 
can  be  rapidly  expelled  and  the  boat  come  to  the  surface.  She  has 
always  buoyancT  if  she  is  let  alone  to  come  to  the  surface  herself. 

Q.  If  everything  works  right? — A.  Yes;  it, of  course, depends  upon 
where  the  accident  is. 

O.  I  merely  wanted  to  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  whether  there  had 
to  be  the  greatest  possible  caution? — A.  There  surely  does.  And 
probably  I  have  connised  the  matter  in  my  mind  by  the  knowing  that 
in  battle  ship  work  we  make  everything  just  as  good  as  mechanics 
can  make  it,  and  we  can  not  do  any  better  in  submarines. 

Q.  A  battle  ship  simply  has  got  to  be  a  surface  boat? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  living  thing  can  Hve  in  a  battle  ship  under  surface;  but  in  a 
:  ubmarine  you  must  be  able  to  live  in  it  under  surface  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Hence  it  seems  that  naturally  its  construction  involves  the 
greatest  care  of  human  skill  and  accuracy  to  insure  those  conditions. — 
A.  It  does. 

Q.  The  point  is  significant  in  tliis  way :  There  has  been  comparison 
with  colliers,  merchant  ships,  and  forms  of  construction  of  that  sort, 
wherein  the  matter  of  tonnage  furnished  the  basis  of  approximate 
cost.  I  want  to  bring  out  if  it  is  a  fact  that  that  is  no  fair  basis  of 
comparison;  there  is  no  criterion,  if  that  is  a  fact. — A.  That  is  true. 

Q.  Let  us  make  it  as  plain  as  your  scientific  training  can  make  it. — 
A.  The  construction  of  the  hull  of  a  submarine  has  no  relation  what- 
ever to  the  construction  of  the  hull  of  any  other  vessel;  it  is  more  like 
the  construction  of  a  boiler — that  is,  in  the  water-tightness.  Of 
course,  there  is  a  mechanical  problem  in  the  other  direction,  the  pres- 
sure from  the  exterior  instead  of  from  the  interior,  as  in  boilers. 


c 
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Q.  And  now  jrou  said  the  testimony  printed  in  this  record  before 
the  Naval  Affaurs  Committee  in  1902  you  did  not  use  the  figures 
S745.45  per  ton  as  a  prpper  measure  of  calculating  the  value  of  these 
boats.  It  does  not  appear  as  you  have  just  stated  it,  if  I  caught  you 
clearly,  that  120  tons,  the  boat  taken  as  the  tvpe,  furnishes  the  figure 
for  the  divisor;  that  that  was  not  the  proper  divisor,  because' 120  tons 
represent  the  submerged  displacement  of  the  boat,  and  it  should  be  the 
dry  displacement  that  should  be  used  as  the  divisor,  and  accepting 
every  other  figure  and  statement  in  that  hearing  it  is  incorrect  to  that 
extent  that  it  should  have  been  divided  by  100  instead  of  120? — A. 
Yes,  about  100;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  figures. 

Q.  Now,  then,  do  vou  add  to  whatever  list  is  furnished  in  that  tes- 
timony at  that  time  facts  derived  from  the  actual  experience  of  build- 
ing, together  with  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  materials,  and  matters 
of  that  sort,  until  you  reached  the  conclusion  Mr.  Stevens  has  brought 
out?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  said  in  this  hearing  that  you  thought  the  patent  features 
that  were  claimed  were  not  necessary,  and  that  devices  might  be  con- 
trived by  intelligent  persons,  not  patented,  that  could  accomplish  the 
same  result.  In  the  absence  of  tne  Government  undertaking  to  con- 
struct submarines  for  itself  and  use  its  own  resources  for  that  purpose, 
the  fact  is  that  patents  figure  nevertheless? — A.  Thev  do.  My  com- 
any  agrees,  of  course,  not  to  contest  the  patents  of  the  Electric  Boat 
lompany. 

Q.  It  is  therefore  an  element  in  cost  in  the  commercial  production 
and  in  the  sale  of  these  boats.  Do  patents  cut  a  figure  in  the  cost  i — 
A.  1  presume  they  do.     They  do  in  other  things  that  I  control. 

Q.  Suppose  a  thine  could  be  produced  to  be  as  effective  without  a 

f^atent  as  with  it,  ana  nevertheless  the  patents  were  used,  would  that 
act  affect  the  cost? — A.  It  would. 

Q.  Is  that  or  not  a  fact  with  reference  to  all  submarines  built  by 
any  company  in  the  United  States  ? — A.  I  believe  it  is. 

Q.  Which  is  being  built  under  patents? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  liave  no  way  of  intimating  to  what  extent  the  [>atents 
cost  properly  enters  into  it? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  has  been 
expended  on  patents. 

b.  Have  you  examined  the  contract  for  the  Lake  boat  recently 
let  by  the  Government? — A.  I  saw  it  very  casually. 

Q.  You  are  familiar,  of  course,  with  the  contract  let  in  which 
you  are  building  seven  boats,  let  about  sixty  days  before  the  Lake  boat 
<5ontract? — ^A.  Yes,  generally. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  whether  the  minimum  performance 
and  the  prescribed  minimum  performance  of  the  Lake  boat,  proposed 
Lake  boat,  are  identical? — A.  I  believe  they  are  substantialTv  so; 
there  is  one  difference,  I  believe,  in  the  submerged  speed,  I  thinTk. 

Q.  Are  you  not  mistaken  about  that? — ^A.  I  am  not  sure;  I  can 
not  tell  from  recollection.  I  had  an  idea  that  there  was,  however,  a 
knot  difference  somewhere.     I  can  not  say  now  where  it  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  difference  between  the  boats? — A. 
The  Lake  boat  is  a  very  much  larger  boat  than  any  we  are  building. 
It  ought  to  be  very  much  easier  to  get  results. 

Q.  Have  you  in  mind  the  difference  in  the  maximurii  guaranties 
of  the  two  boats  in  their  essential  characteristics? — A.  1  haven't 
that  in  mind. 
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Q.  Have  you  ever  made  a  comparison  ? — A.  I  have  not  made  such 
a  comparison;  no. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  comparison  between  the  cost  of  the  Lake 
boat,  its  guaranteed  maximum  and  minimum  performance  and  ton- 
nage, with  the  ^aranteed  maximum  and  miiumum  performance  or 
toimage  of  the  Electric  boats  that  you  are  constructing? — A.  I  have 
never  made  any  such  investigation  at  all. 

Q.  A\Tien  you  testified  before  the  other  committee  on  the  cost  of 
assembling,  exactly  what  did  you  mean  by  assembling? — A.  I  mean 
to  sa3^  in  a  submarine,  where  the  spaces  are  all  very  smaU,  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  work  to  proceed  m  a  strictly  orderly  manner,  and 
it  is  necessary  that  each  part  of  the  work  as  it  proceeds  should  be 
completed  before  the  next  one  can  be  taken  up. 

Q.  You  do  not  mean,  then,  the  mere  transportation  or  bringing 
together  of  the  different  materials  that  enter  into  construction? — A. 
No.       ^ 

Q.  You  mean  actually  putting  together  the  various  parts  that 
maKe  the  unit  submarine? — A.  Precisely. 

Q.  Admiral,  would  you  say  that  your  training  and  experience 
would  make  you  an  expert  in  counting  the  cost  and  profits  of  the 
construction  of  submarine  boats? — A.  I  think  it  ought  to. 

Q.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  table  on  page  355  of  these 
hearings.  That  table  purports  to  give  the  entire  number  of  boats 
built  by  the  Holland  and  Electric  Boat  companies  for  the  United 
States  Government,  built  and  building  up  to  date;  the  tonnage  of 
each,  the  cost  per  boat,  the  excess  of  cost  over  $745.45  per  ton,  and 
the  total  excess  profit  per  boiit,  and  the  aggregate  of  excess  profits 
and  the  total  excess  profit  per  boat  on  a  basis  of  $745.45  per  ton, 
and  total  excess  profits  on  boats  to  date  of  $1,519,728.58.  I  want  to 
call  your  attention  to  that  and  ask  you  to  take  the  same  data  and 
apply  your  experience  to  it  and  say  whether  you  agree  that  that  is  a 
proper  and  accurate  estimate  or  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
excessive  cost. — A.  I  say  that  that  statement  has  no  relation  what- 
ever to  the  truth. 

Q.  No  relation  whatever  to  the  truth.  By  no  relation  do  you  mean 
it  does  not  even  approximate  the  truth? — A.  It  does  not  convey  the 
slighest  idea  of  the  facts. 

Q.  Would  you  say  or  not  that  that  or  approximately  that  sum  of 
money,  was  possible  under  these  contracts  as  a  profit  on  their  construc- 
tion?— A.  Let  us  take  the  Octopus,  According  to  the  total,  the  total 
excess  profit  per  boat  on  the  basis  of  $745.45  per  ton  is  $73,273,  which 
would  be  a  profit  of  about  35  percent  upon  the  contract  price.  Now,  as 
a  matter  of  actual  fact,  I  believe  that  the  construction  cost  of  the  Octopus, 
without  charging  anything  for  royalties  or  general  expenses  of  the 
Electrict  Boat  Company,  will  exceed  the  contract  price,  and  there  will 
be  no  profit  at  all.  I  am  interested  in  it.  My  company's  contract,  in 
order  to  give  us  an  incentive  to  do  economical  and  proper  work,  has  an 
interest  in  the  surplus  profits  of  these  boats.  We  shall  get  notiiing  on 
those  boats.     We  scnitinize  the  cost  everv  week  w^th  the  utmost  care. 

Q.  You  sav   those A.  I   am  speafcing  of  the  Octopus,  Viper, 

Cuttlffishy  and  Tarantula. 

Q.  Now,  the  Grampus,  Moccamn,  STiark — have  you  any  knowelge 
about  the  cost  of  those? — A.  I  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the  actual 
cost  of  those  boats. 
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Q.  The  ones  you  spoke  of  vou  built? — A.  The  ones  I  spoke  of  I 
built. 

Q.  And  you  speak  with  actual  knowledge  of  their  actual  cost? — 
A.  I  speak  from  the  best  of  knowledge. 

Q.  From  vour  knowledge  in  building  the  Octopus,  the  Viper,  Cut- 
tUfish,  and  tarantula,  what  would  you  say  about  the  alleged  excessive 
profit  of  the  HoUand,  Adder',  Porvoise,  Plunger,  Pike,  Shari,  and 
Moccasin'i — A.  I  should  say  that  tnose  were  much  better  contracts, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  the  profits  shown  in  this  table  would  be  correct 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  situation. 

Q.  Had  you  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  of  the  Navy 
Department  when  those  contracts  were  made? — A.  Not  when  they 
were  made. 

Q.  Did  you  have  dealings  with  them  ? — A.  They  were  building  them 
during  the  time  I  was  chief  constructor.  The  contracts  had  been  let 
prior  to  my  assunaing  that  office. 

Q.  Now,  then,  it  is  further  stated  that  in  the  bill  which  has  just 
passed  the  Horse,  future  bill  pro\nding  $3,500,000  for  submarines, 
that  on  the  basis  of  the  Ovtoints  contract  the  profits  to  tW  Electric 
Boat  Company  on  boats  that  they  build  at  those  prices  would  amount 
to  $1,471,520.  I  ask  you  if  you  have  considered  carefully  enough 
the  contracts  for  seven  of  these  boats  which  I  believe  your  company 

eroposes  to  build  to  say  whether  that  profit  is  possible  with  your 
nowledge  of  the  contract  as  originally  let  ( — A.  That  statement  to 
which  you  refer  me  in  regard  to  the  possible  profits  of  the  boats 
awarded  under  that  contains  two  assumptions  which  have  no 
foundation.  In  the  first  place,  it  assmiies  that  the  contracts  will  he 
duplications  of  the  boats  already  awarded.  Of  course  it  is  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Navy  Department  to  increase  or  decrease  the  price 
of  those  boats,  and  the  pnce  which  will  be  fixed  by  those  contracts 
is  also  in  the  discretion  of  the  Navy  Department  and  the  Secretary' 
of  the  Navy.  Congress  appropriates  a  hmit  of  cost  on  a  battle  ship 
of  $6,000,000,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  never  get  the  $6,000,000; 
we  get  a  price  fixed  by  the  lowest  bidder;  so  that  that  state- 
ment is  the  merest  kind  of  wild  talk;  it  has  no  basis  whatever. 
Now,  to  answer  another  portion  of  your  question,  I  would  say  \i'ith 
regard  to  the  prices  at  which  the  boats  we  are  now  building  have 
been  awarded,  I  was  not  consulted  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
as  to  bids  for  those  boats  because  I  was  out  of  the  country  at  the 
time  they  were  made,  but  I  did  go  over  them  afterwards,  and  I  con- 
sidered them  very  reasonable  ancl  proper  contract  prices,  and  I  went 
and  testified  before  the  board  on  construction  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment when  these  contracts  were  under  consideration  and  protested 
against  their  action  in  reducing  the  amount,  because  from  my  experi- 
ence I  felt  that  they  were  reasonable  and  proper  prices,  and  i  so 
maintain  now. 

The  Chairmax.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  half  past  2, 
when  any  other  questions  may  be  submitted  to  Admiral  Bowles. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.) 

AFTER    RECE.SS. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess  at  2.30  o'clock 
p.  m. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 
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The  Chairman.  Admiral,  will  you  resume  the  stand  ?  Mr.  Brous- 
sard  will  you  propound  .  the  interrogatories  submitted  bv  Mr. 
Littleton? 

TESTIXOKY  OF  ADMIRAL  FRANCIS  TIFFAHT  BOWLES— Continued. 

By  Mr.  Broussard: 

Q.  Admiral,  you  have  testified*  that  the  direct  expenditure  by  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  on  the  Octopus  to  date  for  work  actually  per- 
formed by  them,  and  not  by  you,  is  $35,000.  Does  that  figure  include 
the  cost  of  plans? — ^A.  I  understand  it  does  not. 

Q.  Does  it  include  any  shop,  or  power,  or  general,  or  development, 
or  patent  expense,  any  allowance  for  office  expense,  salaries,  and  so 
forth? — ^A.  It  does  not. 

Q.  Then  the  actual  construction  is  greater  than  the  total  of 
$235,000,  which  would  be  indicated  as  the  construction  post  by  your 
testimony? — A.  It  would. 

Q.  I  show  you  a  copy  of  an  official  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Construction,  dated  January  2,  1901.  Please  read  paragraph  10 
aloud. — ^A.  *'As  regards  the  present  boats,  namely,  $170,000  each, 
the  Board  Ls  of  the  opinion  tnat  if  the  cost  of  construction,  with  a 
reasonable  profit  to  the  contractors,  is  alone  considered  it  is  a  very 
high  price;  but  if  the  expenses  of  the  company  in  tfie  development 
of  the  boat  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  price  is  not  excessive.^' 

Q.  Is  the  boat  referred  to  therein  the  same  as  to  size  and  type  as 
the  Adder y  referred  to  in  your  testimony  in  1902  and  to-day? — A.  I 
understand  that  they  are. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  underestimate  ($89,000)  which  you  made 
as  to  cost  of  the  Adder  class  does  not  take  account  of  royalties  or 
patents,  or  development  expenses  or  extra  risks  to  capital,  or  extra 
trial  expenses,  and  similar  items  aifecting  the  cost,  which  were 
apparently  considered  by  the  Board  wfien  it  stated  that  $170,000 
was  not  an  excessive  pnce? — A.  In  my  estimate  I  did  endeavor  to 
allow  for  the  trial  expenses,  but  for  the  other  items  mentioned  in  that 
question  I  did  not. 

Q.  So  that  your  estimate,  barring  that  one  item  which  you  have 
just  mentioned,  excluded  every  other  item? — A.  It  did. 

Q.  Mentioned  in  this  question  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  report  is  signed  by  Charles  O'Neil  and  George  W.  Melville. 
Are  these  not  the  same  0'5Jeil  and  Melville  whose  testimony  as  to 
cost  before  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  has  been  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Lilley,  extracts  from  which  appear  on  pages  351  and  353 
of  tms  record  ?  Have  you  read  those  pages  and  those  extracts? — A.  I 
am  familiar  with  the  testimony  that  is  referred  to,  understanding  it 
to  be  the  testimony  that  was  given  before  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
House  at  the  same  time  that  my  own  was  given,  in  which  this  estimate 
was  contained,  and  I  answer  the  question  by  saying  that  they  are 
same  Admiral  O'Neil  and  Admiral  Melville. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  Admiral  O'Neil  and 
Admiral  Melville  have  any  special  knowledge  as  to  the  cost  of  building 
submarines  from  any  experience  whatsoever  in  such  construction; 
which  knowledge  would  give  any  value  to  their  individual  testimony 
as  opposed  to  the  Boarrl's  opinion  which  they  signed  as  members? — 
A.  I  nave  not. 
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Q.  The  ones  you  spoke  of  vou  built? — A.  The  ones  I  spoke  of  I 
built.  "         . 

Q.  And  you  speak  with  actual  knowledge  of  their  actual  cost  ? — 
A.  I  speak  from  the  best  of  knowledge. 

Q.  From  vour  knowledge  in  building  the  OctojmSf  the  Viper,  CnU 
Uefishf  and  Tarantula ,  what  woidd  you  say  about  the  alleged  excessive 
profit  of  the  HoUaridj  Adder]  Porvoise,  Plunger,  Pike,  Shark,  and 
Moccasin'i — A.  I  should  say  that  tnose  were  much  better  contracts, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  the  profits  shown  in  this  table  would  be  correct 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  situation. 

Q.  Had  you  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  of  the  Xavy 
Department  when  those  contracts  were  made? — ^A.  Not  when  they 
were  made. 

Q.  Did  you  have  dealings  with  them  ? — A.  They  were  building  them 
during  the  time  I  was  chief  constructor.  The  contracts  had  been  let 
prior  to  my  assuming  that  office. 

Q.  Now,  then,  it  is  furtlier  stated  that  in  the  bill  wliich  has  just 
passed  the  Horse,  future  bill  pro\4ding  83,500,000  for  submarines, 
that  on  the  basis  of  the  Oiiopus  contract  the  profits  to  tW  Electric 
Boat  Company  on  boats  that  they  build  at  those  prices  would  amount 
to  $1,471,520.  I  ask  you  if  you  have  considered  carefully  enough 
the  contracts  for  seven  of  these  boats  which  I  believe  your  company 
proposes  to  build  to  say  whether  that  profit  is  possible  with  your 
knowledge  of  the  contract  as  originally  let  ? — A.  That  statement  to 
which  you  refer  me  in  regard  to  the  possible  profits  of  the  boats 
awarded  under  that  contains  two  assumptions  which  have  no 
foundation.  In  the  first  place,  it  assumes  that  the  contracts  will  be 
duplications  of  the  boats  already  awarded.  Of  course  it  is  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Navy  Department  to  increase  or  decrease  the  price 
of  those  boats,  and  tlie  price  which  will  be  fixed  by  those  contracts 
is  also  in  the  discretion  of  the  Navy  Department  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  Congress  appropriates  a  limit  of  cost  on  a  battle  ship 
of  $6,000,000,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  never  get  the  $6,000,000; 
we  get  a  price  fixed  by  the  lowest  bidder;  so  that  that  state- 
ment is  the  merest  kind  of  wild  talk;  it  has  no  basis  whatever. 
Now,  to  answer  another  portion  of  your  question,  I  would  say  with 
regard  to  the  prices  at  which  the  fcoats  we  are  now  building  have 
been  awarded,  I  was  not  consulted  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company 
as  to  bids  for  those  boats  because  I  was  out  of  the  country  at  the 
time  they  were  made,  but  I  did  go  over  them  afterwards,  and  1  con- 
sidered tliem  very  reasonable  and  proper  contract  prices,  and  I  went 
and  testified  before  the  board  on  construction  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment when  these  contracts  were  under  consideration  and  protested 
against  their  action  in  reducing  the  amount,  because  from  my  experi- 
ence I  felt  that  they  were  reasonable  and  proper  prices,  ami  l  so 
maintain  now. 

The  Cn.uRMAX.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  half  past  2, 
when  any  other  questions  may  be  submitted  to  Admiral  Bowles. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.) 

AFTER    RECESS. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  the  taking  of  recess  at  2.30  o'clock 
p.  m. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 
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The  Chairman.  Admiral,  will  you  resume  the  stand?  Mr.  Brous- 
sard  will  you  propound ,  the  interrogatories  submitted  bv  Mr. 
Littleton? 

TS8TIM0HY  OF  ADMIRAL  FRAHCIS  TIFFAHT  BOWLES— Continued. 

By  Mr.  Broussard: 

Q.  Admiral,  you  have  testified  that  the  direct  expenditure  by  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  on  the  Octopus  to  date  for  work  actually  per- 
formed by  them,  and  not  hy  you,  is  $35,000.  Does  that  figure  include 
the  cost  of  plans? — A.  I  unaerstand  it  does  not. 

Q.  Does  it  include  any  shop,  or  power,  or  general,  or  development, 
or  patent  expense,  any  allowance  for  office  expense,  salaries,  and  so 
forth? — ^A.  It  does  not. 

Q.  Then  the  actual  construction  is  greater  than  the  total  of 
$235,000,  which  would  be  indicated  as  the  construction  cost  by  your 
testimony? — A.  It  would. 

Q.  I  snow  you  a  copy  of  an  official  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Construction,  datea  January  2,  1901.  Please  read  paragraph  10 
aloud. — A.  "As  regards  the  nresent  boats,  namely,  $170,000  each, 
the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  tliat  if  the  cost  of  construction,  with  a 
reasonable  profit  to  the  contractors,  is  alone  considered  it  is  a  very 
high  price;  but  if  the  expenses  of  the  company  in  tfie  development 
of  the  boat  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  price  is  not  excessive.'' 

Q.  Is  the  boat  referred  to  therein  the  same  as  to  size  and  type  as 
the  Adder  J  referred  to  in  j'^our  testimony  in  1902  and  to-day? — A.  I 
understand  that  they  are. 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  the  underestimate  ($89,000)  which  you  made 
as  to  cost  of  the  Adder  class  does  not  take  account  of  royalties  or 
patents,  or  development  expenses  or  extra  risks  to  capital,  or  extra 
trial  expenses,  and  similar  items  affecting  the  cost,  which  were 
apparently  considered  by  the  Board  wnen  it  stated  that  $170,000 
was  not  an  excessive  pnce? — A.  In  my  estimate  I  did  endeavor  to 
allow  for  the  trial  expenses,  but  for  the  other  items  mentioned  in  that 
question  I  did  not. 

Q.  So  that  your  estimate,  barring  that  one  item  which  you  have 
just  mentioned,  excluded  every  other  item? — A.  It  did. 

Q.  Mentioned  in  this  question  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  report  is  signed  by  Charles  O'Neil  and  George  W.  Melville. 
Are  these  not  the  same  O'^eil  and  Melville  whose  testimony  as  to 
cost  before  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  has  been  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Lilley,  extracts  from  which  appear  on  pages  351  and  353 
of  tms  record  ?  Have  you  read  those  pages  and  those  extracts  ? — A.  I 
am  familiar  with  the  testimony  that  is  referred  to,  understanding  it 
to  be  the  testimony  that  was  given  before  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
House  at  the  same  time  that  mj^  own  was  given,  in  which  this  estimate 
was  contained,  and  I  answer  the  question  by  saying  that  they  are 
same  Admiral  O'Neil  and  Admiral  Melville. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  Admiral  O'Neil  and 
Admiral  Melville  have  any  special  knowledge  as  to  the  cost  of  building 
submarines  from  any  experience  whatsoever  in  such  construction; 
which  knowledge  would  give  any  value  to  their  individual  testimony 
as  opposed  to  tiie  Board's  opinion  which  they  signed  as  members? — 
A.  I  nave  not. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  within  your  knowledge,  that  the  cost  per  ton  of 
the  Adder  is  utterly  useless  as  a  basis  for  arriving  at  the  cost  of  the 
OctopuSy  not  only  oy  reason  of  the  substitution  of  more  expensive 
materials  as  sucn  and  other  causes  already  mentioned  by  you,  but 
also  by  reason  of  the  additional  number  of*  expensive  fittings  and  on 
account  of  the  use  of  especially  developed  machinery  and  appliances 
instead  of  commercial  machiner}'^  and  appliances? — A.  That  is  true. 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  member  of  the  committee  desire  to  ask 
this  witness  any  questions? 

By  Mr.  Howard: 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  sa}",  Admiral,  that  you  had  not  studied  the 
Lake  contract  with  reference  to  the  kind  of  boat  as  intended  to  be 
supplied,  the  capabilities  of  the  boat,  and  made  no  comparison  of 
them  with  the  contracts  for  the  electric  boats  made  just  before  the 
Electric  boat  contract  was  let? — A.  I  have  not  made  any  careful 
comparison,»no. 

Q.  Could  3^ou  take  the  two  contracts  and  by  comparison  of  them 
arrive  at  any  conclusion  of  difference  between  the  two  boats  and 
then  from  the  contract  price  determine  which  was  the  costlier  boat 
to  the  Government? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  could  reach  any  satisfac- 
toi-y  conclusion  upon  that  point  without  an  examination  of  the  plans 
and  specifications,  for  this  reason:  The  contract  stipulates  that  cer- 
tain results  must  be  obtained,  therefore  the  only  comparison  that  I 
could  make,  of  course,  would  be  upon  the  basis  of  the  value  of  such 
a  boat,  supposing  that  those  results  are  obtained.  Whereas  if  I  had 
before  me  the  plans  and  specifications  I  would  be  able  to  arrive  at 
some  sort  of  a  judgment  as  to  whether  or  not  those  results  would  be 
obtainable  and  whether  by  any  possibility  they  might  be  exceeded, 
which  would  very  much  influence  any  opinion  I  might  form  as  to  the 
value  of  the  contracts. 

Q.  The  question  I  put,  offCourse,  w^ould  depend  upon  the  hypoth- 
esis that  at  least  the  minimum  guarantee  were  made  and  w^ould  not 
involve  any  probability  w^hether  they  could  be  made  or  whether 
they  could  be  exceedecl,  it  would  simply  be  taking  it  contract  by 
contract  and  making  a  comparison  between  the  \y^ork,  speed,  sul>- 
surface  speed  and  the  maximum  in  the  two  records,  the  endurance 
on  the  surface  and  submerged  endurance,  the  number  of  torpedo 
tubes,  the  capacity  for  carr}^ng  in  storage  the  torpedoes,  the  number 
that  could  be  discharged,  and  the  conditions  that  go  into  the  effect- 
iveness of  the  boat  other  than  the  mere  materials,  the  tonnage, 
because  the  Government  is  buying  efficiency,  we  assume. — ^A,  That 
could  be  done  and  the  method  by  which  I  should  proceed  under 
those  circumstances  would  be  to  assume  the  dimensions  of  the  boats 
given  in  the  contracts  and  these  minimum  requirements  and  then 
proceed  to  estimate  from  my  knowledge  of  previous  construction 
what  the  cost  would  be  of  securing  those  results,  and  by  that  means 
arrive  at  what  would  be  the  cost  of  such  a  boat.  Then,  comparing 
that  with  the  cost  of  the  boat  contracted  for  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Company,  a  comparison  could  be  made  of  the  relative  value  of  the 
contracts  on  a  commercial  basis.  That  would  eliminate,  you  see, 
any  valuation  of  the  military  value  of  the  boat,  which,  of  course,  is 
arbitrary  and  would  not  have  a  price.  That  is  the  only  comparison 
that  I  could  make.     That  could  be  done,  of  course. 
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Q.  The  Government,  in  buying  anybody *s  submarine  torpedo  boats, 
would  be  governed  solely  by  the  efiiciency  to  accomplish  a  certain 

Eurpose:  But  could  you  say  this,  where  one  boat,  say  the  Lake  boat, 
ad  a  maximum  guarantee  of  IJ  miles  or  li  knots  more  speed  or 
greater  speed  than  the  Electric  boat;  that  it  had  ten  hours  more 
sailing  endurance  than  the  Electric  boat  and  in  all  other  respects 
their  performances  were  similar,  were  identical,  would  you  say  that 
that  mile  and  a  half  excess  maximum  speed  and  that  ten  hours' 
excess  endurance  would  be  worth  in  dollars  and  cents  to  the  Gov- 
ernment $50,000,  $60,000,  $80,000,  or  $90,000,  or  any  other  siun 
more  than  the  Electric  boat,  differing  in  those  respects  only  by  a 
knot  and  a  half  of  speed  and  ten  hours'  endurance? — ^A.  Now,  the 
method  that  I  just  outUned  to  you  would  result  simply  in  the 
cost  of  installing  the  necessary  power  in  a  boat  to  accomplish  those 
results ;  it  would  not  be  any  measure  of  the  value  of  the  boat  to  the 
Government;  that,  of  course,  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Could  you  get  that  power  in  smaller  tonnage  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  dimensions  of  the  largest  Electric  Company's 
boats  vou  are  to  build  or  are  now  building?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  ftave  you  got  in  mind  the  dimensions  of  this  Lake  boat? — 
A.  No;  I  have  not  in  mind  at  all  those  dimensions. 

Q.  Can  vou  get  that  power  out  of  the  Electric  boats  you  are  build- 
ing?— A.  iTes. 

Q.  The  maximum  power  that  is  guaranteed  in  the  Lake  boat? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  can  do  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  would  not  want  to  pay  for  additional  tonnage  if  that 
was  the  thing  to  be  developed  ? — A.  1  would  certainly  not. 

Q.  Admiral,  explain  to  me,  please,  for  I  have  never  seen  one,  where 
and  how  to  get  Ais  extra  endurance.  I  believe  you  have  got  to  have 
a  propelling  power  in  the  boat  in  its  submergecl  condition  that  will 
not  stifle  or  Kill  anybody;  then  you  have  to  apply  different  power 
because  it  is  less  precious  when  you  are  above  the  surface,  and  those 
two  sources  of  power  equip  a  boat  for  surface  navigation  and  for  sub- 
surface navigation.  Tell  us,  please,  how  you  get  the  power  for  sub- 
surface navigation  and  how  you  get  it  for  surface  navigation;  bow 
much  tonnage  is  requisite  for  the  storage  of  that  power,  surface  and 
subsurface,  so  that  we  can  see  how  that  enters  into  it.  There  is  ten 
hours  difference  in  these  two  contracts,  and  we  want  to  see  whether 
this  additional  tonnage  in  the  Lake  boat  was  necessary  to  get  addi- 
tional accommodation  for  these  two  sources  of  power  for  those  two 
purposes. — A.  The  power  for  propelling  a  submarine  is  obtained 
wholly  from  a  storage  battery,  and  the  capacity  of  the  storage  battery 
for  tHe  accumulation  of  power  varies  in  accordance  with  its  weight. 
The  accumulation  of  power  for  propulsion  on  the  surface  depends 
upon  the  economy  in  the  gasoline  engines  and  upon  the  quantity  of 
gasoline  which  can  be  carried  on  the  boat. 

Now,  as  the  boat  increases  in  size  a  less  proportion  of  power  is 
required  for  the  same  speed.  That  is,  if  you  take  a  boat  of  300  tons, 
displacement,  to  propel  it  at  9J  knots  submerged  will  require  a  defi- 
nite quantity  of  power,  but  if  you  take  a  boat  of  450  tons  displace- 
ment the  increase  of  power  for  the  same  speed  of  9^  knots  is  not  in 
proportion  to  the  size  of  the  boat:  it  is  a  ver^*  much  less  proportion, 
so  that  the  larger  the  boat  the  easier  it  is  to  attain  the  same  speed, 
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as  the*  greater  weight  is  available  for  the  storage  of  fuel.  It  is  a 
well-known  law  which  applies  to  all  vessels.  Now,  I  have  not  the 
information  at  hand  necessary  to  give  you  a  definite  estimate  as  to 
the  comparison  of  these  two  boats  along  that  line,  but  I  feel  that 
generally  the  Lake  contract  is  a  very  much  easier  contract  to  fulfill 
on  account  of  the  greater  size  of  the  boat;  very  much  easier. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you,  then,  to  say  this  ten  hours'  additional 
endurance  is  due  entirely  to  its  greater  size  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  additional  speed  can  also  be  made  more  easUy  in  the 
larger  hull? — ^A.  It  can. 

Q.  With  the  greater  displacement  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  that  increase  in  speed  and  that  increase  in  endurance 
involve  any  mechanical  intricacies  or  difficulties  that  would  add 
materially  to  the  cost  of  construction,  would  the  necessary  increase 
in  amount  of  material  to  make  the  larger  hxdl? — A.  No,  it  does  not; 
it  rather  diminishes  the  ratio  of  cost. 

Q.  That  is  as  much  as  you  can  say  in  the  absence  of  any  definite 
particular  comparison  from  the  contract? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  as  near  as  you  can  come  in  the  absence  of  the  construction 
plans  themselves? — A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  member  of  the  committee  any  ques- 
tions that  they  wish  to  ask  this  witness? 

Any  other  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  present  who 
desires  to  ask  any  questions  of  this  witness? 

Is  there  anyone  else  present  either  in  person  or  by  counsel  who 
desires  to  ask  questions  of  this  witness? 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  Admiral,  has  it  ever  been  called  to  your  attention  that  this 
basis  of  $745.45  a  ton  has  been  deduced  from  your  statement  before 
the  Naval  Committee  and  used  as  a  basis  for  a  calculation  of  the 
cost  of  submarines  ? — A.  It  has. 

Q.  How  long  ago? — A.  The  first  time  that  I  can  recollect  at  this 
moment  was  when  Mr.  Lilley  first  introduced  these  resolutions. 

Q.  After  the  20th  day  of  February?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  had  been  previously  used  as  a  basis 
for  any  calculation? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  I  will  state  to  you  that  articles  have  appeared,  I  think  in  the 
New  York  Herald  in  the  week  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution  by  Mr.  Lilley,  in  which  this  basis  of  S745.45  was  used. 
Was  that  called  to  your  attention? — A.  I  do  not  think  so;  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  An  article  appeared  in  the  New  York  Herald  calling  attention 
to  the  fact  of  excess  profits  of  the  Electric  Company  in  the  construc- 
tion of  their  submarines  and  using  the  identical  figures  that  Mr. 
Howard,  I  think,  called  your  attention  to  this  morning,  figures  of  the 
excess  profits  of  $1,476,296.60  as  a  basis  of  excess  profit — or  graft, 
was  another  term  that  is  used — which  would  be  realized  out  of  the 
boats  constructed  from  the  appropriation  that  was  then  pending, 
which  had  already  been  approved  by  the  Naval  Committee,  and  the 
basis  for  that  calculation  were  those  figures,  $745.45.  Had  that  arti- 
cle in  the  New  York  Herald  been  called  to  your  attention  ? — A.  I  do 
not  remember;  I  have  seen  so  much  use  or  my  name  in  connection 
with  this  matter  that  the  individual  instances  have  passed  from  my 
memory,  so  that  I  could  not  identify  any  particular  instance. 
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Q.  Can  you  identify  at  any  time  previous  to  the  introduction  of 
tliis  resolution  by  Mr.  Lilley  that  this  misuse  of  these  fibres  was 
called  to  your  attention ?— A.  No,  I  can  not.  It  all  seemed  to  come 
on  together. 

Q.  Now,  in  what  way  was  this  called  to  your  attention,  do  you 
recall? — A.  Only  from  reading  the  daily  papers. 

Q.  Bv  nobody  personally  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  has  been  a  line  of  calculation,  started  in  the  New  York 
Herald  in  the  article  that  I  referred  to,  published,!  think, on  the  15th 
day  of  February'  last,  and  the  same  figures  and  the  same  connection 
with  the  same  persons  that  is  ascribed  to  your  figures  were  used  in 
the  anonymous  letter  to  ilr.  Frank  L.  EJinborough  which  is  con- 
tained in  our  record,  all  of  which  were  used  prior  to  the  20th  day  of 
February  last.  After  the  20th  day  of  February  last  these  same 
figures  were  used  in  a  calculation  by  Mr.  Neff  and  then  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster. Now,  have  either  of  these  calculations  ever  been  called  to 
your  attention? — A.  Only  that  I  read  them  in  the  papers. 

Q.  But  in  no  other  way? — A.  In  no  other  way. 

Mr.  TiiUHSTOX  (handing  the  committee  some  questions) ..In  offer- 
ing these  questions  I  am  not  trying  to  discredit  the  price  of  sub- 
marine boats  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  C'uAiRMAN.  The  foUowin^r  question  is  submitted  by  Mr.  Simon 
Lake,  president  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Compan}",  through  his 
counsel,  Senator  Thurston: 

*'Q.  1.  Admiral,  you  say  you  could  get  the  same  power  in  the 
boats  now  under  construction  as  is  to  be  put  in  the  Lake  boat.  \Miat 
power  is  to  be  put  in  the  Lake  boat,  gas  engine  and  electric?" 

A.  I  do  not  know.  I^iy  answer  to  that  question  referred  to  the 
power  necessary  for  the  speed  ^aranteed  under  the  contract. 

Q.  One  and  one-half  knots  in  excess  of  the  speed  proWded  for  in 
the  Lake  boat  ? — A.  Yes.  I  say  that  power  can  oe  put  in  the  Electric 
Boat  Company's  boats  and  secure  the  same  results. 

**Q.  2.  The  largest  boat  under  contract  vdih  the  Electric  Boat 
Company  carries  four  torpedo  tubes.  The  Lake  boat  carries  six. 
The  torpedoes  in  the  Electric  Company's  boats  onlv  fire  with  the 
axis  of  the  ship,  while  four  of  the  tubes  of  the  Lake  boat  fire  at  any 
angle  within  280  degrees.  Does  not  this  increase  both  the  cost  an& 
the  efficiency  of  the  vessel?'' 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  some  considerable  extent? — A.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is 
accomplished,  so  I  could  not  ^ive  any  measure  of  the  cost.  But  I 
do  think  that  adds  to  the  efficiency  of  the  vessel  a  considerable. 

'*Q.  3.  The  Lake  boat  contains  special  features,  such  as  a  diving 
compartment,  means  for  navigating  on  the  bottom  in  shallow  water, 
and  other  special  features  which  have  been  considered  of  great 
value  by  various  boards  in  this  country  and  abroad.  Do  you  know 
whether  these  would  add  ver\"  materiallv  to  the  cost  of  the  Lake 
boat?'' 

A.  I  should  think  it  might  add  slightly  to  the  cost  of  the  Lake 
boat  but  nothing  to  the  value. 

Q.  But  it  would  add  to  the  cost? — A.  Yes. 

'*Q.  4.  The  Lake  boat  has  a  reserve  buoyancy  on  the  surface  of 
about  28  per  cent,  which  is  added  for  the  purpose  of  affording  sea- 
worthiness.    Would   not   this   reserve   of  buoyancy   call   for   much 
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greater  power  for  propelling  a  vessel  of  500  tons  than  is  called  for 
in  propelling  a  vessel  of  340  tons,  at  similar  submerged  speed?" 
A.  Not   necessarily. 

3.  You  mean  to  say  that  a  500-ton  boat  with  buoyancy  on  the 
ace  of  about  28  per  cent,  w^ould  be  propelled  at  the  same  speed 
submerged  that  a  vessel  of  340  tons  without  that  28  per  cent  of 
excess  buoyancy,  w4th  the  same  power? — A.  No.  I  do  not  mean 
it  might  be  the  same  power,  I  mean  to  sav  that  the  increase  in  power 
would  not  be  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  boat. 

Q.  But  it  would  make  some  increase  in  the  cost,  would  it  not  ? — ^A. 
Probably  it  would.  Not  necessarily  in  proportion  to  the  size  of 
the  boat.     It  probably  would  reduce  the  cost. 

The  Chairman.  Are  there  any  other  questions,  Senator  Thurston  ? 

Senator  Thurston.  No. 

By  Mr.  Stevens: 

Q.  I  think  it  is  rather  important  to  get  all  the  information  you  have 
on  the  subject  I  was  interrogating  you  upon  before  the  questions  of 
Mr.  Lake  were  propounded.  As  Iread  your  testimony  as  to  the  cost 
of  submarines  when  you  were  Chief  Constructor,  which  were  ^ven  in 
January,  1904,  before  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
from  that  time  up  to  the  20th  day  of  February,  1908,  while  this  was 
a  matter  of  record  you  heard  nothing  about  this  computation  of 
$745.45  being  used  as  a  basis  for  the  calculating  of  the  cost  of  sub- 
marines ? — A.  I  never  heard  that  unit  mentioned.  The  only  time  that 
the  matter  has  come  up  for  discussion  to  me  was  when  the  Navy 
Department  had  under  consideration  the  price  of  the  seven  boats 
that  we  are  now  building.  And  I  then  went  before  the  Board  on 
Construction,  of  which  Admiral  Converse  was  the  president,  and 
explained  briefly  the  method  that  I  had  pursued  in  preparing  that 
estimate,  and  what  my  subsequent  experience  had  been  in  boats  of 
the  same  type. 

Q.  And  at  that  time  3"ou  changed  your  basis  somewhat,  did  you  ? — 
A.  At  that  time  I  made  an  explanation  to  them  which  corresponded 
exactly  with  what  I  have  made  to  you;  and  in  neither  my  explanation 
nor  their  discussion  of  the  matter  was  the  unit  of  cost  per  ton  ever 
referred  to. 

Q.  And  these  particular  figures  of  $745.45  per  ton  were  never 
used  in  any  of  these  statements  or  calculations? — A.  Never.  They 
would  not  naturally  have  been  used  by  me,  because  I  knew  the 
absurdity  of  their  application. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  is,  if  you  had  heard  of  their  being  used  by 
anybody  else. — A.  Never,  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  During  theso  last  six  years  you  have  either  been  activelv  inter- 
ested as  an  oflScer  of  the  xSslvy  E)epartment  or  as  the  head  of  a  con- 
stniction  company  in  the  construction  of  submarines,  have  you  not  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  your  opinion  has  been  of  some  interest  and  influence  in 
determining  various  questions  that  grow  out  of  submarine  boats? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  testimony  that  you  ffave  that  we  have  referred  to  has 
been  used  by  various  parties  in  the  Navy  Department  and  out  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and  by  various  boat  companies  that  are  inter- 
estecl  in  tnese  matters,  has" it  not? — A.  I  ima^ne  so. 
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Q.  Don't  you  know  that  it  has  been  used  as  a  basis  for  more  or 
less  discussion  ^ — A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  in  all  that  discussion  through  these  six  years  you  have  not 
heard  this  particular  basis  of  figures  of  $745.45  per  ton  used? — A.  I 
have  not,  in  my  recollection. 

Q.  Then  up  to  the  time  that  this  statement  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Herald  on  February  15  last,  where  it  first  appears  to  have  been 
used,  and  in  the  letter  that  was  written  that  same  day,  the  anony- 
mous letter  written  on  that  same  day  to  Mr.  Frank  L.  lEdinborougli, 
of  Michigan,  both  of  wliich  appear  in  our  hearings,  and  for  the  first 
time  these  figures  appear  to  oe  used  aa  a  basis  for  calculation,  that 
is  the  first  you  have  known  of  their  being  used?- -A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  The  next  time  that  th^  appear  to  be  used  is  as  the  testimony 
appears  in  this  book  by  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  NefF  in  preparing  ques- 
tions for  tliis  committee,  and  in  preparing  the  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  Lilley,  No.  264,  on  the  27th  day  of  February  last.  In  those 
two  ways  these  same  figures  have  been  used  as  a  basis.  Did  you 
hear  of  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  place  where  these  figures  have 
been  used?--A.  No;  I  have  not. 

Q.  Outside  of  tbose  two  that  I  have  called  to  your  attention? — 
A.  1  have  not. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  any  other  place  where  tliis  particular  cal- 
culation based  upon  your  testimony  or  six  years  ago  has  been  used? — 
A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Do  you  maintain  a  system  of  newspaper  cHppings  in  connec- 
tion with  your  business? — A.  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  anyone  else  who  has  any  quesjbions  to 
ask  of  this  witness  ? 

Mr.  Lilley  was  very  desirous  that  Admiral  Bowles  should  be  sum- 
moned as  a  witness,  and  the  committee  greatly  regrets  that  he  is  not 
here,  either  in  person  or  by  counsel,  to  propound  any  additional 
questions  which  ne  might  desire  to  submit. 

Admiral  Bowxes.  I  am  very  glad  to  be  here,  and  I  certainly  tliink 
it  is  Mr.  Lilley's  duty  to  be  here,  considering  tne  use  he  has  made  of 
my  name. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Lilley's  physician  sent  the  committee  the  fol- 
lowing certificate : 


H.  S.  BouTELL,  Esq., 
S elect 


House  op  Representatives, 

Washiiigton,  April  27,  190S. 


Chairman  of  Select  Committee. 
Dear  Sir:  I  respectfully  certify  that  Mr.  George  L.  Lilley  is  ill  and  physically  unable 
to  appear  before  your  comraitte(»,  and  in  my  judgment  wUl  be  unable  to  report  for  at 
least  ten  days. 

E.  W.  Reisinqer,  M.  D. 

The  Chairman.  On  Friday  last  Mr.  Lilley  testified  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  corrupted  any  Member  of 
the  House.  He-  further  testified  tliat  he  did  i\ot  believe  that  it  had 
indirectly  effected  the  corruption  of  any  Member  of  the  House  through 
corruption  of  the  press;  also  that  he  did  not  believe  that  it  had 
indirectly  corrupted  any  Member  of  the  House  through  the  corrup- 
tionfof  anvone  connected  with  the  Navy  Department.  This  com- 
mittee understood  him  to  still  adhere  to  the  conviction  that  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  had  received  exce^ss  profits  on  boats  already 
sold  to  the  extent  of  81,000,000  or  more,    lie  apparently  adhereH 
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to  that  conviction,  notwithstanding  the  testimony  of  the  officers 
of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of  Admiral  Capps,  present  Cliief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Construction,  and  of  Charles  R.  Fhnt,  the  foreign 
sales  a^ent  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  who  testified  he  end 
not  thmk  there  had  been  an}'  excess  profits  in  the  sale  of  the  boats 
of  the  Electric  Boat  Companj-^  to  the  American  Government,  and 
that  he  tliought  the  prices  were  similar  to  those  paid  by  foreign 
Governments  for  similar  boats  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company. 
But  notwithstanding  this  testimony  he  appeared  to  adhere  to  his 
conviction  that  there  had  still  been  an  excess  profit,  and  desired  to 
have  your  testimony,  as  he  seemed  to  base  his  conviction  upon  the 
testimony  wliich  3^ou  had  previously  given. 

On  the  19th  of  March  Mr.  Lilley  left  with  thirii  committee  a  docu- 
ment, among  others,  reading  as  follows: 

**Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  the  committee  to  ask  any  witness  that 
te43tifies  that  the  Octopus  type  are  worth  more  than  $745.45  per. ton 
the  following  questions:^* 

Then  follow  a  series  of  25  questions.  All  of  the  important  or  per- 
tinent questions  of  the  list  have  alreadv  been  propounded  to  vou. 
The  other  questions,  which  have  not  been  asked,  the  committee 
would  hardly  feel  justified  in  taking  the  time  in  asking,  as  they  are 
simply  questions  to  test  the  supposed  intelligence  of  the  witness  so 
testifying,  in  view  of  Mr.  Lilley' s  testimony  on  page  1354  of  the 
record,  '^  think  Admiral  Bowles  is  a  far  more  superior  business  man 
than  most  of  the  naval  officers.  He  is  president  of  a  great  company 
and  does  a  large  business.  He  must  necessarily  have  a  better 
knowledge  of  cost,^'  the  committer  does  not  feel  justified  in  cross- 
questiomng  you  as  to  your  capacity  to  give  the  evidence  which  you 
have  submitted  to  the  committee. 

If  there  is  no  one  present  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Lilley  to  submit  any 
other  questions  to  this  witness,  he  may  be  dischai^ed. 

We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you,  Admiral,  for  the  trouble  of  com- 
ing here  from  your  business. 

The  committee  expected  to  put  in  a  little  more  evidence,  the  wind- 
ing up  of  some  of  the  tangled  threads,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  avail- 
able for  this  afternoon.  Unless  some  of  the  parties  interested  have 
any  testimony  they  care  to  have  taken  up  berore  that  day,  the  com- 
mittee will  take  a  recess  until  Thursday  at  half  past  2,  and  the  com- 
mittee will  endeavor  to  have  all  their  witnesses  whose  names  have 
been  handed,  and  whose  testimony  the  committee  desires  to  hear, 
present  on  that  day. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  Thursday,  April  30, 
1908,  at  2.30  o^clock  p.  m.) 

COMFAEATIVE  STATEMENT,  8UBMAEINE  BOATS,  SUBMITTED  BY 

L.  T.  SPEAK. 

In  accordance  with  forms  prescribed  by  the  Navy  Department, 
bids  for  submarine  boats  were  received  and  publicly  opened  April 
30,  1907.  That  is  prior  to  the  competitive  trials  helcf  at  Newport  in 
May,  1907.  These  bids  covered,  as  required  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, boats  of  the  same  type  as  those  competing  in  the  trials. 

Among  the  bids  submitted  bv  the  Lake  Company  was  one  for  an 
85-foot  boat  of  235  tons  displacement,  which  was  substantially  a 
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duplicate  of  the  Lake  which  competed  in  the  trials.  There  was 
also  a  bid  for  a  100-foot  Lake  boat,  type  A,  275  tons  displacement, 
which  is  substantially  the  same  displacement  as  the  Octopus  (274). 
There  was  also  a  bid  for  a  142-foot  Lake  boat,  type  A,  500  tons  dis- 
placement, which  bid,  it  is  understood,  became  the  basis  for  the 
contract  given  the  Lake  Company  February  3,  1908,  although  it 
would  appear  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  that  the 
Lake  Company  was  permitted  to  modify  this  design  and  submit  a 
supplemental  oid  thereon  where  the  price  asked  was  $525,000  instead 
of  $450,000,  as  originally  bid  and  as  finally  incorporated  in  the  con- 
tract. 

The  Electric  Boat  Company's  bids  covered  two  sizes  of  vessels, 
one  being  105  feet  long  and  274  tons  displacement  (that  is  the  dupli- 
cate of  the  Octopus  which  participated  in  the  trial)  and  one  being 
135  feet  long  and  340  tons  displacement. 

The  Electric  Boat  Company  has  recently  completed  and  delivered 
to  the  Government  three  vessels  of  the  Viper  class,  85  feet  long  and 
174  tons  displacement,  which  ma}'  be  used  in  comparison  with  the 
8o-foot  Lake  boat  of  235  tons  above  referred  to. 

From  the  bids  themselves  and  from  the  actual  contracts  executed 
and  from  the  trial  performances  of  the  vessels  figures  may  be  obtained 
which  enable  a  comparison  of  prices  to  be  made  on  a  basis  of  per- 
formance.    Below  w^ll  be  found  three  such  comparisons: 

First.  Between  the  85-foot  Lake  boat  of  235  tons  displacement 
included  in  the  bids,  a  substantial  duplicate  of  the  Lake  which  par- 
ticipated in  the  trials,  and  the  Electric  Boat  Companj^'s  85-foot  boats 
of  tne  Viper  class,  and  174  tons  displacement,  contracted  for  in  1905 
and  now  m  possession  of  the  Government. 

Second.  Between  the  100-foot  Lake  boat,  type  A,  275  tons  dis- 
placement, included  in  the  bids,  and  the  Electric  Boat  Company's 
Octopus y  105  feet  in  length  and  274  tons  displacement. 

Third.  Between  the  142-foot  Lake  boat,  type  A,  of  500  tons  dis- 
placement, included  in  the  bids  and  subsequently  contracted  for,  and 
the  Electric  Boat  Company's  135-foot  boat,  340  tons  displacement, 
included  in  the  bids  and  subsequently  contracted  for.  In  both  of 
these  cases  the  guarantees  incorporated  in  the  contracts  have  been 
changed  in  some  respects  from  those  originally  submitted  in  the  bids. 

1,  Eighty-five-foot  boats, — The  contract  price  for  the  three  Electric 
Boat  Company's  boats  of  the  Viper  class  was  $190,000  each.  The 
bid  price  for  three  Lake  boats  was  $198,000  each,  or  $8,000  more  per 
boat  than  the  Electric  Boat  Company's  contract  price.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  guarantees  and  the  actual  tnal  perfonnances  in 
each  case  and  shows  the  cheaper  vessel  furnished  by  tne  Electric  Boat 
Company  to  be  superior  in  performance  to  the  more  expensive  Lake 
boat: 


Item. 

Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany. 

Lake  Company. 

Contract     Trial  per- 
guaranty.    lormance. 

Bid  guar- 
anty. 

8.75 
400 
fi.75 
15 

Trial  pei^ 
formance. 

1.  Surface  speed,  engines  only knots. . 

3.  Maximum  submerged  speed knots. . 

4   j^^iittniftTWfl  endnmnoe  ftt  A.75  knots  nAiitii^Al  miles 

8.75 
437.0 
8 

9.1 

555 

8.2 

33.5 

40 

4' 

7.59 
395 
5.65 

5  Submeiged  endurance  at  5.65  knots  .  ..do       

17 

6.  Time  to  submenre 

6' 

7' 19" 

1754 
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2.  On^  hundred-foot  boats. — The  bid  price  for  one  100-foot  boat  of 
the  Lake  Company,  Type  A,  275  tons  displacement,  was  $300,000. 
The  actual  contract  price  for  the  Octopus  was  $250,000.  The  bid 
price  for  new  and  improved  Octopus  was  $323,000,  and  the  actual  con- 
tract price  for  the  new  and  improved  Odopii^  now  under  construction, 
was  $285,000  each.  The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  between 
the  promises  as  represented  by  the  Lake  Company's  bid  and  the  actual 
performance  of  the  Octopus  in  official  trials.  The  comparison  can  not 
oe  made  complete,  as  tnere  are  a  number  of  important  performance 
characteristics  which  are  not  guaranteed  in  the  Lake  Company^s  bids. 
In  all  of  these  the  Octopus  showed  superiority  in  the  competitive 
trials. 


Iteni. 


Octopus  .LakeCom- 
txlal  per-  pany's  Ud 
'  fonnanee.    ^uannty. 


1.  Sarfacc  speed,  ongines  only knots. . 

2.  Corresponding  fuel  endurance nautical  mUes. . 

3.  Maximum  submei^d  speed knots. , 

4.  Submei^ged  endurance  at  S  knots nautical  miles. . 


11 

9.93 
32 


las 

750 


16.5 


3,  Large  boats, — The  contract  price  for  the  142-foot  Lake  boat,  type 
A,  500  tons  displacement,  is  $450,000.  The  contract  price  for  the 
Electric  Boat  Company's  136-foot  boat  of  340  tons  displacement  is 
$360,000.  The  prices  named  are  based  upon  the  fulfillment  by  the 
boats  in  their  official  trials  of  the  maximum  guaranties  in  the  con- 
tracts, but  provision  is  made  in  each  contract  whereby  in  case  of 
failure  to  attain  the  maximum  guaranties,  the  boats  may  be  accepted 
at  a  reduced  price  in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of  penalties  set 
forth  in  the  contract,  provided,  however,  that  the  performance  on 
trial  does  not  fall  below  the  set  of  minimum  guaranties  also  contained 
in  the  contract.  The  following  table  shows  the  guaranties,  also  the 
penalty  in  each  case : 


No. 


Item. 


Maxi-    j  Guaran- 

mum,      ty,  Lake 

Electric    Torpedo 

Boat         Boat 

Co.      I      Co. 


Mini-    -  Guaran- 

mum,     ty.  Lake 

Electric  i  Torpedo 

Boat     !     Boat 

Co.  Co. 


Surface  speed knots. .  i 

Fuel  encfurance,  full  speed,  surface, 

hours. 

Submerged  speed knots. . , 

3-hour  speed,  submerged do — , 

Time  to  submerge  from  full  speed  on 

surface  to  full   speed  submerged, 

minutes.  I 

Reversing  screws seconds. .  i 

Metacentric  height,   submerged.  ' 

inches.  I 


13 
60 

9J 

8 
0 


10 
13 


14 
70 

0 


10  ' 
15 


124 
501 


15 
10 


PeoaltieB.  both 
oompaniea. 


$10,000  per  knot. 
SSOOaknot. 

$15,000  a  knot. 
Do. 


124 
60 

9 

8  I  $500  a  minute. 


15  I  $100  a  second. 
10  ,  $1,000  an  inch. 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  tal)le  the  maximum  guaranties  for  the  two 
boats  are  identical  except  in  tlie  following  respects: 

1.  Surface  speed,  Lake  guarantees  1  knot  more  than  the  Electric 
Boat  Company. 

2.  Fuel  endurance,  full-speed  surface,  Lake  guarantees  ten  hoiu^ 
more  than  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 

7.  Metacentric  height  submerged,  Lake  guarantees  2  inches  more 
than  the  Electric  Boat  Company.  The  minimum  in  all  respects  are 
exactly  the  same  except  as  to  fuel  endurance;  the  Lake  Uompany 
guarantees  ten  hours  more  than  the  Electric  Boat  Company. 
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Now  let  US  assume  that  the  performance  of  the  vessels  on  trial  is 
identical  and  that  both  equal  or  exceed  the  minimum  guaranties  and 
then  the  difference  in  pnce  to  be  paid  by  the  Government  will  be 
represented  by-the  excess  guaranties  of  the  Lake  Company  and  terms 
of  the  penalty  rate  that  is  as  follows: 

1  knot  surface  speed ,  at  110,000  a  knot |10, 000 

10  hours  surface  endurance,  at  $600  an  hour 6^  000 

2  inches  metacentric  height,  at  11,000 2, 000 

Total 17,000 

The  excess  contract  price  for  the  Lake  boat  is  $90,000,  which^  less 
the  above  sum  for  penalties,  becomes  $73,000,  which  is  the  additional 
sum  which  will  be  received  by  the  Lake  Company  under  its  contract 
over  the  amount  received  by  the  Electric  Boat  Company  in  the  case 
of  equahty  of  performance. 


House  of  Repbesentatives, 
WaaUngton,  D,  a,  Thursday,  April  SO,  1908. 
The  committee  met  at  4.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  Hon  H.  S.  Boutell  (chair- 
man) in  the  chair. 
All  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chaibman.  There  will  be  inserted  in  the  record  at  this  point 
the  testimony  taken  by  the  subcommittee  in  New  York  City,  and 
also  following  that  the  testimony  taken  by  the  subcommittee  in 
New  Orleans. 

Testimony  taken  at  the  office  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Company, 
Atlantic  System,  No.  349  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  on  Mon- 
day, April  13,  1908,  by  Hon.  M.  E.  Ohnsted  and  Hon.  William  M. 
Howard,  subcommittee  appointed  under  the  following  resolution 
adopted  hj  the  select  conmiittee  appointed  under  House  resolu- 
tion 288,  viz: 

Resolvedy  That  the  chairman  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  Mr.  Olmsted 
and  Mr.  Howard  a  subcommittee  to  take  testimony,  either  together  or  separately,  in 
New  York  City,  with  power  to  siunmon  witnesses,  administer  oaths,  and  incur  aU 
necessary  expenses  in  tne  premises. 

TESTIMOHY  OF  WILLIAM  0.  LEUMAH. 

WnjLiAM  G.  Leuman,  being  called  and  sworn  by  Mr.  Olmsted, 
testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Howakd: 

Q.  Mr.  Leuman,  what  position  do  you  hold  in  this  company's 
office?— A.  Assistant  ticket  agent. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  a  ticket  to  J.  C.  Lake  in  the  month  of  March? — ^A. 
YeSjJsir. 

Q.  Transportation  to  what  point? — ^A.  I  sold  a  ticket  to  a  gentle- 
manly the  name  of  J.  C.  Lake,  for  use  of  himself  and  wife,  two  tickets, 
Newjjx  ork  to  Habana  and  return. 

Q.  New  York  to  Habana  and  return? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  point  or  place  between  New  York  and  Ha'bana  did  those 
tickets  permit  landing? — ^A.  New  Orleans  only. 
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Q.  What  was  the  limit  of  the  tickets? — ^A.  The  limit  of  the  tickets 
was  six  months. 

Q.  When  were  they  purchased? — ^A.  As  far  as  I  can  remember, 
were  purchased  the  day  before  sailing. 
What  date  was  that?— A.  That  would  be  the  17th. 
Of  what  month*— A.  Of  March. 
What  year*— A.  1908. 

Where  were  they  purchased  ? — A.  At  this  ticket  office  here. 
Were  they  purcnased  by  Mr.  Lake  in  person? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Was  his  wi^  present  at  the  time  of  the  purchase? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
He  was  ak>a6  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
What  time  of  the  day  was  that? — ^A.  Noon  time. 
Was  any  other  person  with  him  ? — A.  Not  so  far  as  I  can  remem* 
ber;  he  was  alone. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  left  New  York  on  the  trip  that  thoee 
tickets  proyided  fori — ^A.  I  remember  seeine  him  on  the  dock.  I 
haye  looked  up  the  purser's  record,  which  shows  his  name  and  the 
same  ticket  numbers. 

Q.  On  what  ship  was  that* — A.  The  steamship  Momus. 

Q.  New  York  to  JIbw  Orleans? — A.  New  York  to  New  Orleans. 

Q.  Sailioc  whenl-^A.  Twelye  o'clock  noon,  Wednesday,  March  18, 
liMMS. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  when  she  amyed  at  New 
Orieans? — A.  I  have  the  book;  I  can  give  it  to  you.  [Consulting 
book.]    Arrived  at  New  Orleans  March  23,  at  11.10  a.  m. 

Q.  Did  you  get  the  information  from  the  purser's  books  that  he 
sailed? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  looking  man  was  this  Mr.  Lake  to  whom  you  sold 
those  tickets?— A.  I  should  judge  he  was  a  middle-aged  man. 

Q.  Was  he  apparently  in  health  or  otherwise? — ^A.  Well,  I  can 
not  say. 

Q.  Did  he  look  to  be  feeble  or  decrenit  in  any  way? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  wear  a  beard? — ^A.  I  think  he  did,  so  far  as  I  remember; 
but  I  could  not  swear  to  that. 

Q.  About  what  was  his  stature — his  height? — ^A,  About  this 
gentleman's  height  [indicating  Mr.  Olmsted]. 

Q.  The  height  of  Mr.  Olmsted?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  a  slender  or  stout  man?T— A.  He  was  not  stout;  more 
a  medium. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  color  of  his  hair? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Whether  it  was  black A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  brown  or  gray? — A.  I  do  not.  I  would  recognize  him, 
I  think,  from  a  photograph  if  it  were  shown  me. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  application  to  the  oflBce  or  have  any  corre- 
spondence with  theoffice  before  the  ticket  was  purchased?— A.  Otoly 
the  day  before,  I  think,  he  was  asking  the  rates.  He  came  in  the 
next  day,  I  think,  and  got  his  ticket. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  16th  that  he  made  the  first  inquiry? — ^A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  The  18th  that  he  sailed*— A.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  inquiry  that  he  made  on  the  16th? — 
A.  Just  the  rates,  and  so  forth,  and  the  route.    • 

Q.  From  where  to  where  i — ^A.  To  Habana. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  any  other  route?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Just  asked  for  that  one  trip.  Did  he  say  anything  about  a  trip 
to  the  Bahamas? — ^A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Olmsted.)  Bermuda? — A.  No,  sir;  not  as  far  as  I 
remember.     We  would  have  no  lines  going  there. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Howard.)  He  bought  the  ticket  only  over  the  route 
he  mouired  about? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

•  Q.  Did  he  partictilarly  inquire  about  the  stop-over  at  New 
Orleans ^— A.  No,  sir;  no  doubt  he  was  going  to  stop  over  there, 
because  he  asked  for  no  reservation  out  of  New  Orleans. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  ticket? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  asked  for  no  reservation  out  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  of  telling  whether  he  left  New  Orleans 
and  went  to  Habana  or  any  other  port? — ^A.  You  would  have  to  take 
that  matter  up  vnth  New  Orleans. 

Q.  Are  there  no  reports  coming  from  your  steamship  back  here? — 
A.  Not  from  the  Habana  service  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  would  have  no  report  of  that  ? — A.  Not  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  You  have  no  means  of  Knowing  whether  he  left  at  any  time?-^ 
A.  Only  by  checking  it  up  with  New  Orleans. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  when  the  ship  Excelsior  sailed  from 
New  Orleans  for  Habana?— A.  I  would  have  to  look  that  up.  Those 
sailings  are  very  irregular.  They  take  them  off  and  put  them  on 
again. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  that?— A.  No,  sir;  they  are  very 
indefinite  down  there. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  in  this  office? — A.  I  do  not  think  I 
can  very  well  find  that  out.  It  can  be  found  out  by  getting  the 
manager's  office — the  agent's  office  on  the  pier — when  she  would  sail. 

Q.  Would  you  have  at  this  office  a  copy  of  the  saihng  list  from 
New  Orleans  to  Habana? — ^A.  I  will  see.  He  left  here  on  March  18. 
[Reading  from  book:]  Excelsior  from  New  Orleans  26th  of  March  and 
April  4. 

Q.  (By  Mr.  Olmsted).  You  now  find  from  information  in  your 
possession  that  the  Excelsior  was  scheduled  to  sail  Thursday,  MTarch 
26,  and  Saturday,  April  4? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  she  sailed  Saturday,  April  4,  when  would  she  be  due  to  arrive 
at  Habana  ? — A.  April  6. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  the  passenger  Ust^  of  either  of  those  sail- 
ings?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  the  passenger  Ust  giving  the  names  of  those  who  sailed 
on  the  Excelsior  from  New  Orleans  April  4,  1908? — ^A.  No,  sir;  we 
do  not  receive  those  lists  at  this  office. 

Q.  That  can  be  found  at  the  New  Orleans  office  of  the  company? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  purser's  list  shows  that  he  was  on  the  boat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Testimony  taken  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  15,  1908,  by  Hon.  R.  F. 
Broussard,  subcomraitt^^e  appointed  under  the  following  resolution 
adopted  bv  the  select  committee  under  House  Resolution  No. 
288,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  Mr.  BrouB- 
Bard  a  subcommittee  to  take  testimony  in  this  inveBtigationin  New  Orleans,  to  summon 
witnesses,  administer  oaths,  and  incur  al]  necessary  expenditures  in  the  premises. 
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Subcommittee  of  the  Select  Committee 

Under  House  Resolution  No.  288, 

New  Orleans  J  La.,  April  15, 1908. 
The  subcoimnittee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
Present,  Hon,  Robert  F.  Broussard. 

TESTIMOHY  OP  JOHIT  DELEHANTT. 

Examination  by  Mr.  Bboussabd: 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  Delehanty  ? — A.  I  am  a  detective 
employed  with  the  Boyian  Detective  Agency. 

Q.  Do  you  know  J.  C.  Lake,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  or  Rutherford, 
N.  J.? — A.  Do  I  know  him  personallv?     No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  meet  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  obtain  instructions  in  behalf  of  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to  investigate  chaises 
iHftde  by  Representative  Lilley,  of  Connecticut,  on  his  responsibihty 
fa  a  Member  of  the  House;  and  if  so,  from  whom  did  you  get  the 
instructions? — A.  I  received  instructions  on  April  6  from  Mr.  H.  S. 
Michel,  superintendent  of  the  Boyian  Detective  Agency,  to  locate 
one  J.  C.  Lake,  of  Rutherford,  N.  J.,  or  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  said  to  be 
r^stered  within  the  month  or  so  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  ascertain 
on  what  date  and  what  hotel  did  he  sail  for  Bermuda,  or  anywhere 
else,  on  what  ship,  and  on  w  hat  date,  and  what  was  his  destination. 

At  10.40  a.  m.,  on  April  6,  when  I  left  the  agency  with  orders  from 
Superintendent  H.  S.  Michel  to  locate  J.  C.  Lake,  of  Rutherford,  N.  J., 
or  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  registered  within  a  month  or  so  in  New  Orleans, 
lia.,  ana  ascertain  on  what  date  and  at  what  hotel  did  he  stop  in  New 
^Orleans,  and  did  he  sail  from  New  Orleans  to  Bermuda,  or  anywhere 
^Ise,  and  on  what  ship,  what  date,  and  what  was  his  destination.  I 
fusft-called  at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel,  and  had  the  clerk  to  look  over  the 
x^ister  for  the  name  of  J.  C.  Lake  as  far  back  as  February  1,  but  no 
:such  party  had  ever  stopped  at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel;  then  I  went  to 
Ihe  Hotel  Gnmewald.  the  CosmopoUtan,  the  Commercial,  Fabacher's, 
Hotel  Louisiana,  ana  Bush,  and  had  the  registers  examined  as  far 
back  as  February  1, 1908,  but  the  name  of  J.  C,  Lake  did  not  appear. 
Ijjthen  went  to  tne  New  Orleans  Transfer  Company,  and  had  inquiries 
jnade  for  Mr.  J.  Faust,  and  he  told  me  to  leave  a  memorandum  and 
«all  back  about  2.30.  I  then  went  to  the  Hotel  Denechaud  and  had 
the  clerk  look  over  the  register  and  index  book,  and  he  found  that 
jr,  C  Lake  and  wife  registered  from  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  on  March  23, 
1908,  at  this  hotel,  and  left  on  March  24.  There  was  no  forwarding 
address  given,  nor  did  he  provide  for  any  record  of  any  baggage. 

I  also  made  inquiries  from  the  maid  on  the  eighth  floor,  as  Lake 
and  wife  had  occupied  room  817,  and  she  said  she  could  not  recollect 
-who  stopped  in  tms  room  on  the  23d.  I  then  went  to  to  the  Parcel 
Transfer  Company  and  had  the  clerk  look  over  the  baggage  record  on 
March  23,  but  he  said  he  had  never  handled  any  baggage  for  J.  C. 
liake. 

I  then  went  to  the  United  Fruit, Company  and  had  the  clerk  make 
an  examination  of  the  list  of  passengers  that  left  for  CentraJ  America 
fiom  March  23,  under  the  name  of  J.  C.  Lake  and  wife;  but  he  did  not 
appear  on  any  of  their  lists.     I  then  went  to  Yiccaro  Brothers,  and 
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the  Bluefields  Steamship  Company,  and  J.  B.  Cefalu,  but  no  such 
parties  had  left  for  Central  America  on  any  of  their  boats.  I  thett 
went  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Porto  Rico  Steamship  Companies  and 
had  the  clerk  inquire  as  to  their  passenger  list  there,  out  no  one  by  tho^ 
name  of  J.  C.  Lake  and  wife  had  left  by  any  of  their  vessels.  I  theQ 
went  to  the  L.  and  N.  R.  R.  passenger  depot  and  the  New  Oiieana 
and  Northeastern,  but  could  not  find  any  trace  of  the  parties.  I  then 
returned  to  the  New  Orleans  Transfer  Company,  ana  Mr.  Faust  had 
the  following  memorandum  for  me : 

J.  C.  Lake  and  wife  arrived  on  the  steamship  Momus  from  New  York  on  March  23, 
1908,  and  had  two  trunks,  which  were  taken  to  a  boarding  house  at  1539  Jackson  avenue 
•  on  the  24th. 

I  then  went  to  1539  Jackson  avenue,  the  boarding  house  of  Mrs. 
Delhommer,  and  made  inquiries  for  J.  C.  Lake  and  wife,  and  was 
informed  he  had  left  on  Saturday  and  had  gone  to  Habana  on  the 
steamship  Excelsior^  of  the  Soutnern  Pacific  Steamship  Company^ 
and  they  would  go  from  Habana  to  New  York.  Mrs.  Delhommer 
said  they  would  not  return  to  New  Orleans.  I  asked  Mrs.  Delhommer 
where  ^Irs.  J.  C.  Lake  was  from,  and  she  answered  '^Bridgeporty 
Conn.''  I  then  went  to  the  steamsliip  company  to  see  Mr.  Ensim,  and 
he  showed  me  the  list  of  passengers,  and  the  name  of  J.  C.  Lake  and 
wife  were  on  this  list.  Mr.  Ensign  said  these  tickets  were  also  good 
on  the  Ward  Line  from  Habana  to  New  York.  The  Excelsior  will 
arrive  at  Habana  eariy  Monday  night. 

Now,  this  is  the  report  of  tfie  7th.  Continuing  in  the  J.  C.  Lake 
inquiry,  I  was  instructed  to  ascertain  who  keeps  the  boarding  house^ 
1539  Jackson  avenue,  where  Mr.  J.  C.  Lake  and  wife  stopped;  is  it 
a  boarding  house,  and  what  rate  did  Lake  and  wife  pay;  if  they 
stopped  there  for  a  week  or  a  month,  or  how  long  were  they  there. 
I  first  made  inquiry  at  the  drug  store  on  the  corner  of  St.  Charles 
avenue  and  Jackson  avenue,  and  was  informed  that  this  house,  153^ 
Jackson  avenue,  was  a  private  boarding  house  kept  by  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Delhommer.  I  then  went  to  see  Mrs.  Delhommer  and  was  informed 
by  her  that  Lake  paid  two  and  one-half  per  day.  This  included 
both  of  them,  and  ne  stayed  there  from  March  24  until  April  4. 

Now,  on  April  10.  Continuing  the  J.  C.  Lake  matter,  I  went  to 
the  Southern  racific  Steamship  ticket  office  in  the  St.  Charles  Hotel 
and  made  inquiries  from  Mr.  Ensign,  the  ticket  agent,  if  Mr.  J.  C. 
Lake  and  wife  left  on  the  steamship  Excelsior  for  Habana,  had  they 
limited  tickets,  and  I  was  informed  that  they  had  tickets  limited  ta 
ninety  days,  and  Ensign  said  they  could  return  to  New  York  from 
Habana  by  the  Ward  Line  or  they  could  go  into  Mexico.  I  then 
returned  to  the  agency  and  reported  same  to  Hon.  Robert  Broussard 
and  Mr.  W.  G.  Boylan.  With  Mr.  Broussard  I  went  to  Jackson  and 
St.  Charles  avenues  and  waited  for  Mr.  Broussard  and  went  to  Del- 
hommer's  boarding  house.  Mr.  Broussard  remained  there  about  a 
half  hour,  and  when  he  came  out  he  told  me  the  lady  wlio  came  from 
the  steamer  Momus  with  J.  C.  Lake  and  wife  had  stopped  at  the 
Denechaud  Hotel  and  had  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  when  they 
were  stopping  at  Mrs.  Delhommer's  boarding  house.  Mrs.  Del- 
hommer did  not  know  the  lady's  name.  I  then  went  to  the  new 
Denechaud  to  see  if  any  lady  had  re^ristered  there  from  Bridgeport^ 
Conn.,  on  the  23d  of  March,  but  could  not  find  any  J.  C.  Lake  and 
wife,  but  there  was  a  Mi-s.  R.  M.  McConnell.  of  Stamford,  Conn., 
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Congress,  or  as  a  citizen,  or  both,  to  decline  to  produce  his  private 
correspondence  and  take  his  chances,  if  the  matter  is  ever  brought  up, 
on  being  able  to  show  that  the  correspondence  was  not  in  the  lan- 
guage or  an  act  criticising,  which  is  the  same  as  prosecution  of  the 
power  of  Congress  in  a^  matter  pertinent  to  that  inquiry.  I  stand 
on  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Stevens.  We  have  not  the  right  to  impeach  him,  we  have  no 
question  about  that. 

Mr.  Brown.  The  House  of  Representatives,  as  I  understand,  has 
the  constitutional  right,  the  exercise  of  which  functions  are  con- 
trolled by  the  courts  of  justice.  I  understand  a  resolution  was 
introduced  in  the  House  to  discipline  or  expel  any  Member  for  vio- 
lation of  his  duties  as  a  Member  of  the  House 

Mr.  Olmsted.  We  are  not  sitting  here  tiying  anybody  for  con- 
tempt, nor  under  proceedings  for  expulsion  or  anvthing  of  that 
Idna.  We  are  trying  to  find  out  about  this  Electric  Boat  Company's 
conduct,  to  find  out  all  we  can  about  that,  and  the  motive  under- 
lying the  introduction  of  this  resolution.  Now,  leave  out  the  ques- 
tion of  contempt,  which  is  not  before  us  exactty,  and  any  question  of 
expulsion,  which  is  not  before  us,  and  come  down  to  tfie  getting  of 
testimony  directly  on  this  matter  that  is  before  us  umder  this  reso- 
lution. Now,  if  we  have  not  a  right  to  ask  Mr.  Lilley,  who  has  testi- 
fied he  dictated  certain  matters  to  his  secretarv  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  if  we  have  not  a  right  to  call  on  him  for  the  matter  re- 
lating to  this  transaction,  how  on  earth  can  we  compel  anyone  else 
to  furnish  us  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  question  that  if  Mr.  Lilley  has  anything  in 
the  way  of  documents  in  his  possession  or  his  knowledge  that  per- 
tains to  the  subject-matter  of  this  inquiry,  which  is  corrupt  methods 
on  the  part  of  tne  Electric  Boat  Company  and  corrupting  Members 
of  Congress,  you  have  a  perfect  right  to  compel  its  production. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  He  first  testified  as  to  what  time  he  remembered 
that  he  got  into  communication  with  any  officer  of  the  Lake  Boat 
Company.  Subsequently  there  comes  before  us  a  communication 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Secretar}^  of  the  Navv,  in  which  he  says, 
^*My  constituent,  J.  C.  Lake,*'  who  happens  to  be  the  vice-president 
of  the  company,  "writes  me  as  follows."  Now, have  we  not  aright 
to  call  for  the  production  of  that  letter? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  letter  has  been  produced. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  It  has  not  been  produced. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  remember  that  J.  C.  Lake  letter.  Of  course 
the  Lake  Company  stands  before  you  a  little  different  from  the 
Electric  Boat  Company,  because  it  is  not  included  within  the  scope 
of  this  inquiry  except  as  it  is  evidence  of  what  bearing  it  would 
have  upon  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  Members  of  Congress. 

The  Chairman.  If  its  witnesses  sustain  Mr.  Lilley^s  charges  of 
excessive  cost. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  on  the  question  of 
cost.  The  other  side  will  probably  talk  about  that.  That  is  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  inquiry.  As  a  matter  of  inquiry,  imJess  it 
has  some  bearing  on  the  question  of  corruption,  it  is  not  before  you, 
I  presume  they  will  say.     I  do  not  want  to  mix  into  their  affairs. 

I  do  not  know,  gentlemen,  that  there  is  anything  else  I  have  in 
mind  to  say  why  these  books  should  not  be  produced.     Of  course 
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I  would  like  to  say  that  all  men  like  to  protect  their  private  corre- 
spondence as  far  as  they  can,  whether  it  is  proper  correspondence 
or  improper  correspondence,  and  I  feel  perfectly  justified  in  putting 
up  as  staunch  a  fight  as  I  can  to  ])rotect  Mr.  Lilley's  correspondence 
from  being  subjected  to  the  perusal  of  anybody  imless  the  interests  of 
justice  require  it,  and  I  think  he  has  a  full  right,  without  any  reflection 
upon  its  members,  through  his  counsel  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  position  that  he  is  not  under  the  law  required  to 
produce  it. 

The  Chairman.  Just  one  final  (question.  You  have  in  your  argu- 
ment on  these  facts  as  to  the  bearing  on  it  spoken  very  frankly  about 
the  contents  of  certain  letters  of  Mr.  Lilley's  as  not  containing  matter 
which  was  pertinent  to  this  inquiry.  Would  you  mind  stating  with 
the  same  frankness  how  many  letters  there  are  similar  to  this? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  rather  not  turn  witness  now.  Do  not  take 
as  evidence  what  I  have  said  about  my  judgment.  I  am  simply 
showing  the  reasons  why  I  think  T  can  stand  on  ni}^  position. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  know  whether  these  same  reasons  would 
apply  with  equal  force  to  certain  letters. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  In  other  words,  having  volunteered  to  testify  to  a 
certain  extent,  you  prefer  not  to  be  cross-examined. 

Mr.  Brown.  To  save  my  face  I  would  say  anything  I  have  stated 
about  the  contents  of  these  letters  was  not  intended  to  be  evidence, 
and  I  simplv  mentioned  it  for  the  purpose  of  justif>nng  my  position, 
because  I  thought  I  could  justif}^  it,  if  their  production  was  to  be 
compelled. 

Of  course  I  know,  to  be  frank,  that  Mr.  Lilley  has  been  dissatisfied 
with  the  examination.  The  committee  have  made  it  very  evident 
that  they  are  not  altogether  satisfied  with  Mr.  lilley  or  his  conduct, 
and  it  is  not  unnatural  that  Mr.  Lilley  may  have  expressed  himself. 
I  will  not  ask  you,  because  that  woidd  be  an  affront,  whether  you 
have  expressed  yourselves  of  Mr.  Lilley  in  unflattering  terms.  I  am 
answering  as  best  I  can,  always  with  the  saving  clause,  that  I  am 
speaking  unprepared  upon  these  questions.  If  there  is  any  further 
question  of  tne  committee  I  shall  be  happy  to  answer  it. 

The  Chairman.  We  can  not  let  go  unchallenged  even  the  slight 
remark  of  counsel  with  reference  to  the  attitude  of  this  committee. 
The  attitude  of  this  committee  toward  Mr.  Lilley  is  of  the  utmost  mag- 
nanimity and  the  desire  to  give  him  every  opportunity  to  make  good 
his  charges. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  suggested  it  would  not  be  impossible  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Oi^sTED.  The  committee  has  not  expressed  itself  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  say  it  would  not  be  unnatural  if  the  committee  was 
dissatisfied  with  his  conduct,  and  for  reasons  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  go  into  I  should  be  surprised  if  the}^  had  not  expressed  dissatisfac- 
tion. I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  or  not,  but  for  me  to  stand 
up  here  and  say  Mr.  Lilley  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  investi- 
gation and  had  not  ever  expressed  dissatisfaction,  it  is  useless  and 
untrue.  That  has  nothing  particularly  to  do  with  this — it  is  merely 
thrown  out  as  showing  that  I  was  not  going  to  say  as  a  matter  of 
fact  that  Mr.  Lilley  had  not  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  this  com- 
mittee or  its  conduct.  What  I  say  is  not  evidence.  I  am  giving 
you  my  opinion  of  the  legal  bearing  of  such  papers  that  I  read.  I 
may  be  absolutely  wrong  about  it. 
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Mr.  Stevens.  Isn't  there  anything  in  those  letters  that  interprets 
or  construes  in  any  way  the  chaige  that  he  makes  with  reference  to 
the  special  and  exclusive  contracts,  or  the  demand  for  open  compe- 
tition, or  the  fact  that  the  committee  had  not  pursued  its  examina- 
tion in  a  way  to  develop  that  line  as  he  expected  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  There  is  nothing  in  these  letters,  according  to  my  mem- 
ory, that  in  anv  way  contradicts  or  embraces  the  position  on  the  main 
question  that  lie  has  taken  before  the  committee. 

The  last  part  of  the  question  bears  upon  the  very  matter  I  have 
been  talking  about. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Haven't  we  the  right  to  know  everytliing  that  can 
be  known  fairly  concerning  the  two  branches  of  the  subject  that  is 
before  us  for  investigation  i  He  has  charged  certain  tilings;  we  are 
directed  to  investigate  tilings  in  that  line.  Now,  he  has  written  or 
said  concerning  those  things  to  outside  people.  Haven't  we  a  right 
to  know  his  attitude  and  his  view^s  in  relation  to  those  two  proposi- 
tions? 

Mr.  Brown.  His  attitude  toward  the  way  the  investigation  has 
be^n  conducted  ? 

Ml'.  Stevens.  Yes;  and  the  facts  he  states  to  outside  people  con- 
cerning those  things. 

Mr.  Brown.  You  couple  two  things.  I  w^ould  rather  take  them 
separately.     As  to  whether  he  has  criticised 

Mr.  Stevens.  Itisnot  a  matter  of  criticism;  it  is  a  matter  of  stating 
a  fact. 

Mr.  Brown.  As  to  the  matter  of  stating  a  fact,  connected  particu- 
larly with  the  investigation,  I  should  say  no.  There  is  no  other  thing 
he  has  stated  bearing  upon  it  that  at  all  changes  what  he  has  stated 

Mr.  Stevens.  Might  not  the  method  of  conducting  the  investiga- 
tion be  entirely  pertinent  as  to  the  way  of  developing  whether  or  not 
there  is  corrupt  action  by  Members? 

Mr.  Brown.  It  might  be.  It  might  be  involved  in  the  resolution. 
As  to  whether  the  facts  are  disclosed  or  not 

Mr.  Stevens.  Then,  if  that  is  true,  why  haven't  we  a  right  to  know 
what  he  has  said  or  done  in  that  connection? 

Mr.  Brown.  How  does  it  bear  upon  the  question  of  corruption  as 
to  the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  tne  corruption  of  Members  of  Con- 
gress, or  whether  the  facts  exist?  I  can  not  see  that  it  does.  Of 
course  this  matter  of  searching  for  papers,  or  compelling  the  produc- 
tion of  papers,  it  is  one  of  those  invasions  of  a  man's  privacy  and 
?ossession  that  he  opposes  about  as  strongly  as  he  can  anything, 
ou  will  all  agree  that  on  sending  an  officer  with  a  search  warrant  to 
a  man's  house  to  take  his  private  papers,  he  is  put  on  the  defense  at 
once,  and  compelling  him  to  produce  them  is  violating  the  fourth 
amendment  exactly  the  same  as  sending  the  man 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  you  consider  the  adop- 
t'on  of  this  resolution  by  the  House  of  Representatives  was  in  any 
8  mse  legislative  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Of  course  a  good  many  times  in  my  life  I  have  been 
called  to  prove  assertions  I  make  in  behalf  of  my  client,  and  some- 
times I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  to  do  it,  but  I  have  never 
been  called  upon  to  prove  an  admission.  I  admit  that  you  have  that 
power.  Now,  I  am  frank  to  say  that  I  gather  from  the  Chapman 
case,  not  contradicted  by  the  Kilboum  case,  and  I  think  the  New 
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York  case,  which  undoubtedly  will  be  read  to  you,  and  I  think  in  line 
with  the  case  in  14  Gray  and  the  recent  case  in  Kansas,  that  a 
branch  of  a  State  legislature,  or  either  branch  of  Congress,  may  get 
by  compulsory  process  information  to  enable  it  to  discharge  intelli- 
gently its  constitutional  duties  to  legislate  upon  a  particular  matter; 
that  it  has  not  got  to  be  confined  to  expulsion  of  tne  Member.  The 
broad  question  is,  Is  this  the  information  which  the  House  ought  to 
have  to  discharge  properly  its  duties? 

Mr.  Olmsted,  i  ou  do  not  quite  understand  my  question.  This  is 
not  a  question  of  the  expulsion  of  a  Member.  Was  not  the  process 
of  this  resolution  a  species  of  legislation? 

Mr.  Brown.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  under  the  legislative  power 
that  is  nlaced  in  one  of  the  Houses.     It  is  a  sort  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  As  the  resolution  itself  calls  upon  us  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  Members  touching  legislation,  isn^t  it  competent  for  us 
to  ascertain  the  conduct  of  any  Members  which  led  to  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  shall  simply  have  to  reply  that  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House,  but  it  has  not  been  delegated  to  the  committee. 
The  committee  is  tied  up  ^vith  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  But  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  was  legislation. 
We  are  authorized  and  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  the  conduct 
of  Members  touching  legislation,  nqt  any  particular  legislation,  but 
legislation.  Suppose  we  find,  as  we  have  foimd,  letters  from  Mr. 
Luley  to  the  Department  soliciting  business  for  the  Lake  Boat  Com- 
pany, Then  suppose  he  testifies  that  he  would  not  have  introduced 
this  resolution  except  that  the  Xaval  Committee  did  not  act  as  he 
wanted  them  to,  and  he  naturally  wanted  the  House  to  change  the 
action  of  the  Naval  Committee.  Now,  isn't  it  competent  for  us  to  get 
not  only  these  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  any  other 
correspondence  referred  to  in  those  letters  between  Mr.  Lilley  and  the 
officers  of  the  Lake  Boat  Company,  or  anvbody  else,  bearing  upon  this 
subject?  If  we  can  not  call  upon  Mr.  Lilley  himself  for  sucn  docu- 
mentary evidence,  how  on  earth  can  we  justify  ourselves  in  calling 
upon  anybody  else? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  say  tliis  for  you  to  accept  as  a  fact,  but 
as  one  of  the  grounds  of  my  position,  that  after  my  examination  I 
know  of  no  letter  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Was  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Lilley  and 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  or  between  Mr.  Lilley  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  submitted  to  you  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  made  this  request,  that  any  letters,  any  copies  of 
letters  that  related  to  tliis  investigation,  to  submarine  legislation, 
or  submarines,  should  be  read  to  me.  Now,  I  do  not  know  whether 
aU  letters  have  been  read  to  me  or  not.  I  assume  they  have.  It 
would  be  very  poor  policy  to  deceive  counsel.  Of  course  what  you 
are  asking  for,  ii  you  will  remember,  is  what  is  called  in  court  second- 
ary evidence.  I  do  not  understand  any  effort  has  been  made  to 
f^et  the  original  letters  at  all.  As  far  as  I  know,  all  those  original 
etters  are  m  existence. 

Mr.  Howard.  Secondary  evidence  is  so  abundant  here  that  it 
constitutes  a  staple  of  all  we  have  got. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understand  that  it  is  Mr.  Howard^s  judgment 
that  the  committee,  after  this  long  hearing,  has  got^a  prescriptive 
right  to  that  kind  or  evidence. 
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The  Chairman.  I  will  ask  j'ou  one  question,  so  that  the  record 
may  be  clear.  You,  as  Mr.  Lilley's  counsel,  have  advised  him  not 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  committee? 

Mr.  Brown.  As  a  reauest,  I  have  advised  him  not  to  comply  with  it. 

The  Chairman.  Ana  you  base  your  advice  to  him  on  your  argu- 
ment as  given  this  morning? 

Mr.  Brown.  As  a  response  to  the  subpoena,  for  reasons  I  do  not 
care  to  state  to  the  committee  at  this  time,  but  as  a  recfuest,  getting 
it  just  as  it  is  made,  I  have  stated  in  my  judgment  he  is  not  obliged 
to  do  it.  If  it  was  my  own  case,  I  say  to  you  frankly,  gentlemen,  if 
I  was  in  Mr.  LilleVs  place  I  should  not  produce  the  papers. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Was  any  letter  submitted  to  you  from  J.  C.  Lake 
to  Mr.  Lilley? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  absolutely  unable  to  tell  you. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  We  have  positive  evidence  that  there  was  such  a 
letter. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  absolutely  unable  to  say. 

The  Chairman.  That  we  did  not  include  in  the  list,  because  that 
is  a  letter  he  promised  to  produce. 

Mr.  Brown.  The  original  letters  and  others  were  read  to  me  at 
one  time;  what  copies  that  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr,  Lilley  were 
read  to  me  at  one  time ;  I  can  not  tell  to  you  the  names  of  the  parties. 
I  would  simply  take  in  the  general  purport  of  the  letter,  and  followed 
it  along,  and  all  I  have  is  my  impression  of  the  purport  of  those 
letters.  All  I  wanted  to  know  was  whether  we  could  stand  on  the 
ground  that  they  did  not  in  my  judgment  pertain  to  this  inquiry, 
and  they  have  gone  out  of  my  head  very  largely  except  the  pur- 
port, and  I  won't  say  that  there  is  not  a  letter  from  Mr.  L<ake  there. 

I  want  to  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  very  patient  attention  you 
have  given  to  this  disconnected  talk.  I  want  to  say  this:  I  recognize 
the  fact  that  this  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate;  that  I  can 
not  come  to  you  and  say,  '^Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  demand  as 
a  right  that  I  have  an  opportunity  to  address  this  committee  on  any 
matter  connected  with  this  investigation."  The  most  I  can  say  to 
you  is,  gentlemen,  I  think  in  the  exercise  of  discretion  you  ouglit  to 
give  me  an  opportunity,  and  for  allowing  me  to  do  it  in  this  case 
where  my  chent  is  a  witness  I  want  to  thank  you,  and  I  also  thank  you 
for  the  patient  attention  you  have  given  to  my  illogical  and  rambling 
remarks,  because  I  have  discussed  it  without  any  preparation  and 
without  any  attempt  to  follow  things  in  logical  sequence. 

The  Chairman.  We  are  glad  to  have  heard  you,  and  will  be  glad  to 
hear  any  further  suggestions. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  in  this  way  I  have  covered  the  matters  in  my 
mind  as  opposing  the  right  to  compel  the  production  of  papers. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Lake  if  he  has  complied 
with  any  of  the  subpoenas  duces  tecum.  I  have  reference  particu- 
larly to  the  stock  books.  The  stock  books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Com- 
pany have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  committee  here  several  weeks. 
-^Mr.  Lake.  I  believe  our  counsel.  Senator  Thurston,  has  agreed,  as 
far  as  the  stock  books  are  concerned,  to  submit  them  to  the  committee 
in  executive  session. 

The  Chairman.  If  you  will  have  them  delivered  to  the  clerk  we 
will  be  glad  to  have  them.  Now,  as  to  the  other  books  and  docu- 
ment called  for  in  the  subpoena  duces  tecum,  particularly^  the  ampli- 
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fication  of  the  subpoena  made  at  the  session  last  Saturday,  you  have 
heard  of  that? 

Mr.  Lake.  No;  I  have  not  been  here. 

The  Chairman.  I  telephoned  Senator  Thruston, -on  behalf  of  the 
coimnittee,  to  be  here  at  2  o'clock  last  Saturday,  and  he  asked  what 
we  desired  his  attendance  for,  and  I  told  him  it  was  to  make  a  formal 
demand  in  reference  to  the  subpoena  duces  tecum^  and  to  add  to  the 
subpoena  duces  tecum  addressed  to  you.  He  said  it  wotdd  not  be 
necessary  to  issue  another  subpoena,  but  simply  discribe  what  we 
wanted,  and  it  is  stated  in  the  record  in  full.  It  relates  to  the  books 
showing  the  prices  for  which  all  the  Lake  boats  were  sold  to  foreign 
governments,  and  books  showing  the  division  of  gross  receipts  into 
commissions,  expenditures,  profits,  and  the  contracts  of  the  Lake 
Torpedo  Boat  Company,  and  all  the  subsidiary  companies  with 
Charles  R.  Flint  and  Hart  O.  Berg. 

Mr.  Lake.  I  prefer  our  counsel  to  answer  in  respect  to  that. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  now  take  a  recess  until  2.30 
p.  m. 

The  committee  met  at  2.30  p.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

All  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  is  ready  to  hear  from  you,  Mr. 
Littleton. 

Mr.  Littleton.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
paraphrasing  the  remarks  of  a  distinguished  lawyer  on  a  great 
occasion,  when  a  modem  mariner  has  been  engaged  for  days  in  a 
tortuous  submarine  voyage  and  for  the  first  time  comes  up  to  the 
surface,  with  his  nostrils  full  of  brine  and  the  flecks  of  foam  about 
his  head,  it  is  natural  to  him  to  look  back  to  the  point  of  his  starting 
and  se^  what  course  he  has  been  traveling. 

With  that  in  mind,  I  desire  to  read  the  original  resolution  under 
which  this  investigation  began : 

Whereas  Mr.  George  L.  Lilley,  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
on  his  responsibilitv  as  a  Member  of  this  House,  before  tlie  Committee  on  Rules, 
has,  among  other  diings,  stated  in  substance  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  their  predecessors,  the  Holland  Boat  Company,  have  been  engaged 
in  efforts  to  exert  corrupting  influence  on  certain  Members  of  ( -ongreas  in  their  legis- 
lative capacities,  and  have  m  fact  exerted  such  corrupting  influence:  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  chaiges 
made  bv  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  said  company  and 
of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  legislation,  and  that  said  committee  snallhaye 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  take  testimony  in  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  either  before  the  full  committee  or  any  subcommittee 
thereof.  Said  committee  shall  report  as  speedily  as  possible  with  sudi  recommenda- 
tion, if  any,  as  to  the  committee  snail  seem  meet. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  occurred  to  the  committee  through- 
out the  investigation  or  not — it  did  not  occur  to  me  until  in  the  latter 
Eart  of  these  weeks — but  I  believe  this  is  the  first  occasion  in  which 
on^ess  has  attempted  to  empower  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
affairs  of  a  private  corporation.  I  beUeve  it  is  the  first  occasion  in  the 
history  of  investigation  in  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  claimed 
that  the  examination  of  a  private  corporation  could  be  made  a  basis 
of  punishment  for  contempt.  Not  tnat  the  question  is  before  this 
committee  of  contempt  at  all,  but  as  testing  out  the  question  of 
precedent  as  affecting  the  question  of  investigating  a  private  cor- 
poration. If,  for  instance,  we  were  guilty  of  contempt  before  this 
or  any  other  committee,  the  sole  remedy  of  Congress  would  be  that 
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kind  of  punishment  which  the  precedents  and  history  of  Congressional 
investigations  show  they  have  hitherto  administered — that  is,  they 
could  reprimand  the  individual  who  refuses  to  obey  their  mandates; 
they  could  imprison  him,  under  some  of  the  precedents,  for  a  failure  to 
obey  that  mandate.  Viewed  in  that  Ught,  it  presents  a  singular 
question  in  its  final  and  ultimate  devolution,  as  to  what  could  be  done 
with  a  private  corporation  by  way  of  reprimand  or  imprisonment, 
in  any  form,  so  as  to  make  the  power  of  compulsion  of  any  force  or 
effect  in  an  investigation  conducted  by  a  committee  of  Congress. 
So  that  at  the  outset,  while  I  do  not  lay  any  great  stress  upon  this 
question  here,  the  ultimate  policy  of  Confess  with  reference  to  a 
private  corporation  against  wnom  investigation  is  conducted  or  against 
whose  affairs  a  committee  of  investigation  is  authorized  would  pre- 
sent a  new  and  singular  question  if  it  were  ever  to  reach  the  point 
where  Congress  woiild  attempt  t<>  deal  with  a  corporation  disobeying 
the  order  of  this  committee.  Of  course  it  goes  without  saving  that 
a  corporation  could  not  be  haled  before  the  House;  it  could  not  be 
imprisoned  or  reprimanded ;  no  power  to  fine,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  find,  has  ever  been  exercised  or  attempted-  so  that  you  would 
present  the  first  instance  in  this  particular  case  or  a  private  corpora- 
tion declining  to  obey  a  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  produce  books  and 
papers,  and  being  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
such  proceedings  as  they  see  fit,  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
remitted  to  one  of  the  two  courses,  of  reprimand  or  confinement  in 
prison— that  is,  leaving  out  of  account  the  prosecution  by  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Of  course  another  question  is  presented,  but  that  is  rather  antici- 
pating the  issue.  A  corporation  can  scarcely  be  guilty  of  contempt 
m  such  a  matter.  It  may  be  guilty  in  some  cases  of  statutory 
crime,  but  to  harbor  a  contempt,  to  entertain  malice,  to  have  a 
design  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  or  obstructing  legislation,  to  do 
any  of  the  things  which  would  call  for  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
power  of  the  lower  House  of  Congress,  would  be  scarcely  within  the 
capacity  of  a  private  corporation,  so  that  it  could  be  guilty  of  any- 
thmg  with  which  Congress  could  deal,  and  it  is  the  only  thir^  named 
in  this  resolution.  Its  officers  have  been  upon  the  stand.  Certainly 
they  could  not  be  held  accountable  because  this  corporation  should 
not  bring  its  books  and  papers.  So  that  is  the  point  of  departure  of 
this  particular  investigation — for  I  have  gone  back  as  far  as  1800  to 
find  if  there  has  ever  been  an  instance  of  a  private  corporation  inves- 
tigated by  a  committee  of. Congress  or  cnarged  with  any  offense 
against  Congress  or  of  an  attempt  to  corrupt  Members  of  Congress, 
or  to  do  anything  which  would  entitle  Congress  to  visit  any  penalty 
upon  them  and  find  no  suggestion  that  this  is  not  a  departure  from 
tne  ordinary  practice. 

But  in  addition,  this  resolution  does  not  empower  this  committee  to 
do  anything  to  us,  or  to  have  any  dealing  with  us,  except  in  so  far  as  our 
conduct  has  affected  or  touched  the  lower  House  of  Congress.  In 
other  words,  I  do  not  care  how  unwise  the  conduct  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  has  been,  how  much  of  a  stench  it  may  have  been  in 
the  nostrils  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  how  disagreeable  it 
may  be  in  its  environment,  how  reprehensible  it  may  stand  out  among 
other  corporations  in  New  Jersey,  1  do  not  care  how  sharply  it  may  be 
criticised  or  how  improper  its  conduct  may  be,  unless  tliat  conduct,. 
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corrupt,  reprehensible,  indefensible,  has  reached  the  point  of  affecting 
or  attempting  to  affect  some  Alember  of  Congress,  neither  Congress  nor 
this  committee,  in  the  exclusive  tenor  of  legislative  authoritv  to  which 
it  is  devoted  and  committed  by  the  Constitution,  has  anything  to  do 
with  that  reprehensible  or  corrupt  conduct.  So  that  in  "the  analysis 
of  this  resolution  we  are  to  say  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  is 
involved  in  this  investigation,  not  because  on  its  face  the  resolution 
was  an  attempt  to  investigate  the  boat  company,  not  because  in  the 
preamble  to  tne  resolution  there  is  a  charge  that  we  have  been  guilty 
of  exerting  improper  influences  or  in  fact  did  exert  improper  influences, 
not  because  in  tne  Committee  on  Rules  Representative  Lilley  has 
charged  us  and  said  we  had  committed  more  corruption  than  any 
other  corporation  on  earth — none  of  these  things  bring  us  within  the 
range  of  your  authority  or  within  the  purview  of  your  official  criticism, 
nor  bring  us  within  the  reach  of  vour  jurisdiction,  unless  at  some 
point  of  the  corrupt  and  reprehensible  conduct  it  has  touched  and  con- 
taminated or  rendered  impure  or  attempted  to  render  impure  the 
fountain  of  legislation,  of  which  you  are  now  the  protecting  arm  in 
conducting  this  investigation. 

Standing,  then,  with  that  Umitation  naturally  fixed  upon  your 
powers  to  investigate  this  corporation,  there  is  one  other  that  ought 
to  be  stated  so  that  we  may  get  the  definition  of  this  question  down 
to  its  natural,  proper  basis.  You  are  not  particularly,  nor  is  Con- 
gress to-day  empowered,  as  I  understand,  or  authorized,  to  conduct 
an  investigation  of  anything  else  except  the  reprehensible  conduct 
upon  our  part,  or  upon  the  part  of  our  company,  which  has  touched 
at  some  point  and  contaminated,  or  attempted  to  contaminate  at 
some  point,  this  particular  Congress.  You  would  not  be  held  to  take 
over  as  a  heritage  the  corruption  of  ancient  Congresses,  if  there  be 
such.  You  can  not  set  up  a  standard  for  succeeding  Congresses. 
This  Congress  lives  its  biennial  existence  and  passes  away.  Its  mem- 
bership begins  at  its  beginning  and  ends  at  its  endipg  so  far  as  its 
oflicial,  concerted  action  is  concerned.  In  old  times  it  was  once  held 
you  might  punish  a  witness  beyond  the  day  when  your  term  ad- 
journed; although  there  was  a  case  of  that  sort,  it  was  overruled, 
and  is  not  held  to  be  authority  any  longer.  Witness  the  fact  that 
your  official  life,  this  particular  Congress's  official  life,  began  with  the 
opening  of  your  Congress  and  ends  officially  with  the  adjournment 
or  your  Congress  at  the  end  of  this  particular  session.  You  can  not, 
foF  instance,  undertake  to  say  whether  some  Member  not  now  in 
Congress  was  guilty  of  corruption  brought  about  by  the  Electric  Boat 
Company.  If  there  be  a  Member  of  Congress  now  who  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress  before  this  particular  Congress  came  in,  this  com- 
mittee as  an  arm  of  the  House  can  not  set  itself  up  to  try  the  mis- 
conduct of  that  particular  Member  of  the  ancient,  anterior  Congress, 
because,  as  I  understand  the  authorities  to  which  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  a  little  later,  it  has  been  uniformly  held  that 
Congress  can  deal  only  with  the  corruption,  misconduct,  or  con- 
tempts of  or  against  its  Members  as  it  then  exists. 

If  I  am  right  in  that  proposition,  then  we  have  that  limitation  fixed 
upon  this  resolution.  This  committee  is  intent  upon  ascertaining,  so 
far  as  our  side  of  it  is  concerned,  whether  the  corporation,  known  as 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  has  been  guilty  of  corrupting  or  attempt- 
ing to  corrupt  Members  of  this  Congress.     And  upon  this  point  it  is 
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entitled  to  go,  regardless  of  the  strict  limitations  of  court  trials,  into  the 
fullest  investigation  and  the  widest  research  for  any  fact  or  circum- 
stance which  will  tend  to  establish,  not  with  the  convincing  force  of 
legal  principles,  nor  with  the  sufficiency  which  a  court  of  justice  in  the 
ordinary  aaministration  of  the  law  would  require,  but  sufficient  to 
convince  the  body  to  which  you  shall  report,  so  that  it  may  be  able  to 
say,  "Has  any  Member  of  this  body  done  anything  that  requires  us 
to  exercise  our  authority  either  of  reprimand  or  expulsion;  or  is  the 
Electric  Boat  Company  a  fit  subject  for  any  such  pumshment  ?  Has  it 
been  guilty  of  conduct  in  such  manner  and  under  such- circumstances 
and  with  such  emphasis  and  in  such  contaminating  fashion  as  to 
deserve  it  ?  Has  it  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  our  great  body  so  as 
to  require  us  to  administer  such  pumshment  as  we  may  for  that  end  ? " 
I  submit  that  these  particular  limitations  ought  to  be  considered  at 
the  outset  of  this  particular  resolution. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  another  document  which  I  think 
belongs  in  the  ai^ument  at  this.particular  point.  Mr.  Rice,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  was  served  with  a  subpoena 
duces  tecum  in  which  he  is  commanded  to  produce  before  this  com- 
mittee and  bring  with  him  all  books  of  accounts,  showing  payments 
made  to  attorneys  and  employees  for  work  performed  or  to  be  per- 
formed at  Washmgton  or  in  any  Congressional  district  of  the  United 
States;  also  all  vouchers  covering  expenses  of  that  character;  also  all 
checks,  check  books,  check  stubs,  showing  all  such  checks  issued  for 
such  employment;  also  all  vouchers  and  memoranda  showing  pay- 
ments to  Elihu  B.  Frost  for  expenses  of  every  kind  and  character  at 
Washington  or  elsewhere  in  promoting  the  legislative  enactment  of 
appropnations  and  for  the  procurement  of  contracts;  all  books,  rec- 
ords, vouchers,  checks,  or  check  stubs,  drafts,  or  other  evidences  of 
any  money  contributed  by  Isaac  L.  Rice  personally  to  the  campaign 
fund  of  any  political  party  in  the  United  States;  also  certified  fist  of 
all  stockholders  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  at  the  present  time; 
also  certified  list  of  all  stockholders  of  the  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  as  well  as  those  who  have  ever  at  any  time  owned  or  held 
stock  of  either  of  these  companies. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  at  this  point  to  place  this  objection  in 
connection  with  this  subpoena,  which  1  think  I  will  not  be  considered 
hypercritical  in  making  before  the  committee.  And  that  is  that  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  subpoena  calls  upon  us  to  produce  all  books  of 
account  showing  payments  made  to  attorneys  for  work  performed, 
or  to  be  performed,  at  Washington  or  in  any  Congressional  district 
of  the  United  States.  I  challenge  the  right  of  the  committee,  I 
challenge  the  validity  of  the  subpoena  that  makes  such  a  sweeping 
and  wholesale  demand  upon  this  company — for  every  contract  with 
every  counsel  that  it  has  in  the  United  States — and  that  is  what  it 
means.  I  challenge  it  upon  the  record,  as  I  understand  to  be  the 
basis  for  this  particular  argument.  I  challenge  it  upon  the  showing 
made  by  the  prosecutor,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Lilley  that  he  is  not  the  prosecutor.  I  challenge  it  upon  any  and  all 
the  statements  that  are  in  this  record;  that  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  validity  of  the  subpoena  can  not  be  sustained  as 
calling  upon  us  with  the  wide  and  sweeping  claim  that  we  produce 
all  of  our  books,  all  of  our  papers,  showing  all  of  our  contracts,  regard- 
less of  whether  they  were  professional  or  unprofessional,  regardless 
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of  whether  they  show  proof  of  guilt  or  innocence,  regardless  of  whether 
they  bear  upon  this  investigation  or  not  in  any  or  the  Congressional 
districts  in  the  United  States.  I  give  my  learned  friend,  Senator 
Thurston,  credit  for  this.  He  was  not  modest  when  he  drew  this 
subpoena  for  Representative  Lilley;  and  while  he  might  not  have 
been  possessed  of  the  ability  to  provide  all  the  req^uisites  of  the 
subpoena  duces  tecum,  he  manifested  those  characteristics  which  have 
been  more  or  less  manifest  in  Mr.  Lilley  and  our  friends  in  the  prose- 
cution. I  challenge  also  the  requirement  for  the  production  of  all 
checks,  check  books,  check  stubs,  showing  all  such  checks  issued  for 
such  employment. 

The  next  is  a  separate  and  distinct  one,  and  I  desire  to  challenge 
it:  "Also  all  voucners  and  memoranda  showing  payments  to  Elihu 
B.  Frost  for  expenses  of  every  kind  and  character  at  Washington  or 
elsewhere.*^  That  means  anywhere  in  all  the  earth  that  Frost,  in 
his  ramifications,  either  by  cable  or  in  person,  may  have  reached  in 
promoting  the  interest  of  legislative  enactment  of  appropriations 
and  for  the  procurement  of  contracts.  It  is  in  evidence  here  upon 
this  record  that  we  have  procured  contracts  from  Holland,  some  with 
Russia,  some  with  Japan,  and  we  are  identified  with  the  Vickers- 
Maxim  Company,  who  produce  the  submarine  boats  in  England;  this 
subpoena  calls  upon  us  to  show  what  Frost's  expenses  nave  been 
anywhere,  of  every  kind  and  character,  in  the  procurement  of  these 
contracts  and  the  promotion  of  any  kind  of  legislation,  at  home  or 
abroad,  innocent  or  corrupt,  fraudulent  or  fair.  Now,  as  against 
that  demand  you  have  the  declaration  by  Mr.  Frost,  after  a  search- 
ing examination,  that  no  money  was  expended  by  him  at  any  time, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  improperly  or  otherwise,  to  secure  a 
legislative  enactment  or  to  bring  it  about  or  to  bear  upon  or  pro- 
duce or  superinduce  it;  wo  have  all  that  here  in  evidence.  I  cnal- 
lenge  the  scope  and  width  and  breadth  of  that  particular  demand, 
and  I  shall  challenge  it  undi^T  authority  to  which  I  shall  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  hereafter:  ''AH  books,  records,  vouchers, 
checks,  or  check  stubs,  contributed  by  Isaac  L.  Rice  personally  to 
the  campaign  fund  of  any  political  party  in  the  United  States.'^ 

It  is  not  charged  in  the  charges  made,  nor  is  it  claimed  in  the  evi- 
dence produced,  nor  is  it  one  oi  the  usual  things  that  float  around  in 
the  vagueness  and  illogical  region  of  rumor,  that  Mr.  Rice  did  not 
have  the  right  to  contribute  to  a  political  party  in  this  country  at  any 
time.  It  is  not  one  of  the  charges  here  that  his  contribution  to  a 
political  party  either  would,  could,  or  had  efl'ect,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  on  any  Member  of  Congress  of  this  particular  Congress.  The 
demand  is  idle,  and  it  only  evmces  the  enthusiasm  and  dash  of  my 
distinguished  friend.  Senator  Thurston,  rather  than  his  regard  for  the 
legal  limitations  of  one  of  these  subpoenas.  The  next  demand  is  for 
our  stock  books.  Those  we  have  turned  over  to  the  committee  and 
they  have  them  now  in  their  possestjion.  I  want  to  challenge  that, 
and  I  desire  to  submit  to  the  committee  the  authorities  which  I 
think  practically  dispose  of  the  question  of  invalidity,  not  the  tech- 
nical invalidity  but  the  substantial  invalidity,  of  a  subpoena  which 
is  so  sweeping. 

In  the  case  of  Hale  v.  Henkel,  in  the  201  U.  S.  Rep.,  43,  the  question 
arose  upon  the  refusal  of  Hale — and  my  associate,  Mr.  Lindsay,  tried 
and  prepared  and  presented  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
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United  States — who  had  been  summoned  before  a  Federal  grand  jury 
in  New  York  State  under  a  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  produce  various 
papers  named,  including  "all  understandings,  agreements,  arrange- 
ments or  contracts,  correspondence,  memoranda,  reports  or  accounts 
between  certain  firms/'  The  object  of  the  inquiry  was  to  ascertain 
if  there  had  been  a  violation  of  the  antitrust  law.  Hale  appeared 
before  the  grand  jury,  certainly  a  bod3^  at  least  more  diversified  and 
powerful  than  any  committee,  and  being  sworn  declined  to  answer  the 
questions  or  produce  the  papers  called  for — among  other  grounds, 
because  he  was  advised  by  his  counsel  that  he  was  under  no  legal 
obUgations  to  produce  anything  called  for  by  the  subpoena.  He  was 
reported  to  the  court  and  adjudged  to  be  in  contempt.  He  took  out 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  question  finally  reacned  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Among  other  things,  his  counsel  invoked 
the  protection  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  question  of  the  application  of  the 
fifth  amendment,  the  court  held  that  it  did  not  protect  him. 

It  also  held  that  the  witness  could  not  refuse  to  answer  because 
his  answer  might  incriminate  the  corporation  of  w^hich  he  was  an 
officer;  that  he  might  stand  upon  his  constitutional  rights  as  a  citizen, 
but  that  he  could  not  shelter  the  corporation  by  his  refusing  to 
answer.  The  opinion  proceeded  further  and  discussed  the  right  of 
Hale,  the  respondent  or  relator,  to  protest  against  examination  under 
the  fourth  amendment,  and  that  ought  to  be  enlightening  here. 
The  court  held : 

Although,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  an  officer  of  a 
corporation,  which  is  charged  with  a  violation  of  a  statute  of  the  State  of  its  creation, 
or  of  an  act  of  Coneress  passed  in  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  can  not  refuse 
to  produce  the  books  and  papers  of  such  corporation,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  holding  that  a  corporation  is  not  entitled  to  immunity,  under  the  fourth  amendment, 
a^inst  unreasonable  searches  and  seizAires.  A  corporation  is,  after  all,  but  an  asso- 
ciation of  individuals  under  an  assumed  name,  ana  with  a  distinct  l^al  entity.  In 
or^nizing  itself  as  a  collective  body  it  waives  no  constitutional  immunities  appro- 
priate to  such  body.     Its  property  can  not  be  taken  without  compensation. 

We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  an  order  for  the  production  of  books  and  papers  may 
constitute  an  unreasonable  search  and  seizure  witnin  the  fourth  amendment.  While 
a  search  ordinarily  implies  a  quest  by  an  officer  of  the  law,  and  a  seizure  contemplates 
a  forcible  dispossession  of  the  owner,  still,  as  was  held  in  the  Boyd  case,  the  sub^nce 
of  the  offense  is  the  compulsory  production  of  private  papers,  whether  under  a  search 
warrant  of  a  subpoena  duces  tecum,  against  which  the  person,  be  he  individual  or 
corporation,  is  entitled  to  protection.  Applying  the  test  of  reasonableness  to  the 
present  case,  we  think  the  subpoena  duces  tecum  i^  far  too  sweeping  in  its  terms  to  be 
regarded  as  reasonable.  It  does  not  require  the  production  of  a  single  contract  or  of 
contracts  with  a  particular  corporation,  or  a  limited  number  of  documents,  but  idl 
understandings,  contracts,  or  correspondence  between  the  MacAndrews  &  Forbes  Co., 
and  no  less  than  six  companies,  as  well  as  all  reports  made  and  accounts  rendered  by 
such  companies,  from  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  MacAndrews  &  Forbes  Co., 
as  well  as  all  letters  received  by  that  company  since  its  organization  from  more  than 
a  dozen  different  companies,  situated  in  seven  different  States  of  the  Union.  Doubt- 
less many,  if  not  all,  of  these  documents  may  be  ultimately  required,  but  some  neces- 
sity should  be  shown,  either  from  an  examination  of  the  witness  orally,  or  from  the 
known  transactions  of  the  companies  with  the  other  companies  implicated,  or  some 
evidence  of  their  materiality  produced,  to  justify  an  order  for  the  production  of  such 
a  mass  of  papers.  A  general  subpoena  of  this  description  is  equally  indefensible  ai  a 
search  warrant  would  be  if  couched  in  similar  terms.    (201  U.  S.,  75-77.) 

I  desire,  in  conclusion  upon  that  branch  of  the  case,  to  submit  to 
the  committee  this  suggestion:  This  record,  created  imder  the  investi- 
gation conducted  by  a  committee  of  limited  power,  is  the  basis  for 
the  demand  of  these  books.     The  grand  jury^s  investigation  of  the 
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MacAndrews-Forbes  Company  with  plenary  powers  substantially  in 
the  investigation  of  crime  was  the  basis  of  tlie  demand  under  the  sub- 
poena duces  tecum  in  that  particular  case.  Even  as  they  were  fortified 
with  the  abundant  authority  of  the  Federal  grand  jury,  wliich  men 
are  timid  to  dispute  and  wliich  courts  are  more  or  less  timid  to  attack 
or  to  challenge — I  say  notwithstanding  the  subpoena  in  that  case  was 
vastly  more  specific  and  direct  and  more  to  the  point  than  the  sub- 
pcBna  in  tliis  case — I  say  in  view  of  the  dissimilarity,  distinctly  and 
overwhelniingly  in  our  favor — the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Inited 
States  said  the  subpcena  was  far  too  sweeping  and  broad,  and  consti- 
tuted a  search  warrant  upon  the  property  of  the  MacAndrews-Forbes 
Conipany ,  and  that  it  ouglit  not  to  have  been  sustained  under  any  view 
of  the  protection  afforded  by  the  fourth  amendment.  In  connection 
with  that  I  wish  to  say  that  the  record  as  it  stands  here,  if  I  recollect  it, 
and  if  I  read  it  correctly,  furnishes  not  even  the  slightest  suggestion 
that  any  books  or  papers  called  for  in  this  subpoena  would  shed  the 
remotest  ray  of  lignt  upon  the  inquiry  which  has  been  so  diligently 
conducted  by  this  committee. 

There  is  not  in  this  record,  nor  has  there  come  from  the  lips  of  a 
single  witness,  a  suggestion,  whether  that  witness  be  adverse  or  in 
some  w^ay  filled  with  a  desire  to  injure  us,  or  has  overcome  a  desire 
to  sustain  us,  or  whether  he  be  an  officer  of  the  company  attacking 
us  its^elf,  there  has  not  been  a  single  witness  who  testified  who  gave 
this  committee  the  slightest  indication  or  information  that  anything 
in  these  books  would  shed  the  slightest  light  upon  the  question 
involved  in  this  case.  If  the  Federal  grand  jury  of  New  York,  that 
has  abundant  authority  for  the  investigation  of  crime,  was  not  war- 
ranted in  demanding  the  books  and  papers  in  the  MacAndrews- 
Forbes  Company  because  no  basis  had  been  laid,  no  evidence  had  been 
given  to  show  the  materiality  of  these  things,  how  is  tliis  committee,  act- 
ing as  the  representative  of  Congress,  entitled,  under  this  record  which 
is  barren  of  any  suggestion  of  that  sort,  to  ask  of  us  that  we  come  and  lay 
our  books  upon  the  table  ?  Not  only,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
has  there  been  no  evidence  to  suggest  this;  not  only  do  the  charges, 
at  the  outset  of  this  matter  before  the  Committee  on  Rules,  boldly 
proclaim  that  ^n  examination  of  our  books  and  papers  will  reveal 
gross  corruption  running  loose  and  rioting  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; not  only  was  the  imputation  cast  upon  us,  but  as  a  private 
corporation,  soulless  and  bodiless,  we  are  bound  to  endure  the  impli- 
cation cast  upon  Congress  in  a,  vague,  insidious,  far-reaching  manner; 
in  the  face  of  all  these  charges,  in  the  weeks  of  this  investigation, 
there  has  not  been  one  witness,  not  one,  who  testified,  who  gave  the 
slightest  suggestion,  that  this  boat  company,  which  had  been  such 
an  offensive  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  gentlemen  from  certain  quarters, 
that  this  boat  company  had  ever  attempted,  directly  or  indirectly, 
even  to  visit  a  Member  of  Congress,  much  less  to  contaminate  or 
corrupt  him. 

You  went  further  than  that.  You  did  not  say,  as  you  might 
have  said  at  the  outset,  as  I  believe  as  a  lawyer  you  had  a  right 
to  say,  '*I  demand  that  you  shall  give  some  evidence  upon  those 
charges  before  we  go  out  and  search  for  books  and  papers. ''  You  did 
not  do  that.  You  gave  it  the  broadest  and  widest  and  most  commend- 
able latitude — as  naturallv  imder  the  circumstances  you  would 
do — and  the  man  who  maae  these  charges  also  came,  you  examined 
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Q.  And  of  course  they  never  told  you  anything  about  it? — ^A.  No, 
thev  never  told  me  a  word  about  it. 

Q.  When  they  left  here  did  they  tell  you  what  ship  thejr  were 
going  on? — A.  They  told  me  they  were  going  on  the  Excelsior.  I 
asked  them,  and  they  told  me. 

Q.  And  who  brought  their  baggage  from  here  to  the  Excelsiorl — 
A.  A  transfer  man. 

Q.  The  New  Orleans  Transfer  Company? — ^A.  No;  I  think  it 
was 

Q.  Well,  did  they  tell  you  where  they  were  going  to  stop? — ^A.  No; 
they  asked  me  if  1  knew  of  any  hot^l;  and  1  told  them  I  did  not 
know. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  about  their  mail;  where  it  should  be 
forwarded? — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Was  anything  saia  about  telegrams  coming;  where  they  were 
to  be  forwarded? — ^A.  No;  nothing. 

O.  They  did  not  leave  any  orders  for  sending  mail  or  telegrams? — 
A.  Nothing;  no;  they  had  some  laundry  in  the  Crescent  City  laundry, 
and  they  promised  to  bring  it  back;  but  the  laundryman  failed  to  do 
it,  so  I  had  to  send  one  or  my  Uttle  girls  after  it;  he  wanted  it  about 
two  hours  before  he  left,  and  ne  was  going  to  go  and  get  it,  and  he  said: 
"I  will  go  for  it;*'  but  I  said:  "No;  I  will  send  one  of  my  little  girls 
after  it,  to  the  laundry;"  he  wanted  to  send  for  it  by  the  boy,  but  I 
said,  "No;  I  will  let  my  little  girl  get  it." 

Q.  He  was  extremely  nervous;  ne  did  not  want  to  miss  that  boat; 
and  when  the  laundry  did  not  come,  he  was  willing  to  go  without  it? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  go  after  it? — A.  No;  I  sent  the  little  girl. 

Q.  Did  he  get  it  in  time? — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  before  his  baggage  went 
out. 

Q.  What  did  his  baggage  consist  in? — A.  He  had  one  trimk. 

Q.  A  valise? — A.  Two  suit  cases. 

Q.  When  he  came  here  to  look  for  the  rooms  you  said  it  was  raining 
pretty  hard? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  where  he  was  stopping? — A.  At  the  Denechaud, 
or  at  the  Grunewald ;  I  do  not  remember;  it  seems  to. me  he  told  me  the 
Grunewald;  but  then,  knowing  that  three  people  came  in  the  house 
that  very  day,  some  from  the  Grunewald  and  some  from  the  Dene- 
chaud, and  I  do  not  remember  exactly  where  he  told  me  that  he  came 
from;  but  I  know  he  went  to  one  of  the  large  hotels  on  the  23d. 

Q.  And  came  here  that  same  day? — ^A.  Came  that  same  evening 
after  4  o'clock  to  engage  a  room  for  himself  and  wife. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  he  came  to  find  out  that  this  place  existed  ? — 
A.  He  told  me  he  saw  tihe  ad  in  the  paper;  I  keep  an  ad  in  the  Times- 
Democrat. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  them  before  that? — A.  No,  sir;  not  before 
that;  he  told  me  he  came  in  answer  to  the  advertisement. 

Q.  He  was  not  sent  here  by  anybody;  nobody  sent  him  here? — 
A.  No;  I  expect  that  was  the  first  ad  in  the  paper,  and  when  they 
were  looking  for  a  location,  and  they  noticed  everything  was  nice 

Q.  Couldn't  you  locate  in  your  mind  whether  he  said  the  Grune- 
wald or  the  Denechaud ;  anything  in  his  conversation  that  would  indi- 
cate that  it  as  the  one  or  the  other,  to  your  mind  ? — A.  I  could  not  be 
positive  about  it. 


HBARIKGS  ON  HOUSE  BESOLUTION   288.  1689 

No  one  was  named  in  this  dread  inBtrument.  The  offense  only  was  pointed  at,  not 
the  offender.  The  magistrate  who  should  have  sought  proofs  of  crime  deputed  this 
office  to  his  messengers.  Armed  with  their  roving  commission  they  set  fortii  in  quest 
of  unknown  offenders;  and,  unable  to  take  evidence,  listened  to  rumors,  idle  tales, 
and  curious  giiesses. 

They  held  in  their  hands  the  liberty  of  every  man  whom  they  were  pleased  to  sus- 
pect. Nor  were  they  triflers  in  their  work.  In  three  davs  they  arrested  no  less  than 
49  persons  on  suspicion — numy  as  innocent  as  Lord  Hafifax  himself.  Among  them 
was  Dryden  Leach,  a  printer,  whom  they  took  from  his  bed  at  night.  They  seized  his 
papers,  and  even  apprehended  his  journeymen  and  servants.  He  had  printed  one 
number  of  the  "Nortn  Briton,"  and  was  then  reprinting  some  other  numbers;  but  as 
he  happened  not  to  have  printed  No.  45,  he  was  released  without  being  brought  before 
Lord  Halifax.  They  succeeded,  however,  in  arresting  Kearslev,  the  publisher,  and 
Balfe,  the  printer  of  the  obnoxious  number,  with  all  their  woricmen.  From  them  it 
was  discovered  that  Wilkes  was  the  culprit  of  whom  they  were  in  search ;  but  the  evi* 
dence  was  not  on  oath,  and  the  messengers  received  verbal  directions  to  apprehend 
Wilkes  under  the  general  warrant.  W^ilkes,  far  keener  than  the  crown  lawyers,  not 
seeing  his  own  name  there,  d«^clared  it  *'  a  ridiculous  warrant  against  the  whole  English 
nation, "  and  refused  to  obey  it.  But  after  being  in  custcKiy  of  the  messengc^rs  for  some 
hours  in  his  own  house,  he  was  taken  away  in  a  chair,  to  appear  before  the  secretary  of 
state. 

No  sooner  had  he  been  removed  than  the  messengers,  returning  to  his  house,  pro- 
ceeded to  ransack  his  drawers  and  carried  off  all  his  private  papers,  including  even  his 
will  and  pocketbook.  When  brought  into  the  presence  of  Lord  Halifax  and  Lord 
Egremont,  questions  were  put  to  Wilkes  which  he  reiused  to  answer;  whereupon  he 
was  committed  close  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  denied  the  use  of  pen  and  paper,  ana  inter- 
dicted from  receiving  the  visits  of  his  friends,  or  even  of  his  professional  advisers. 

The  distinction  between  the  methods  employed  against  the  appel- 
lant and  those  adopted  against  the  victims  of  Lord  Halifax's  wrath 
is,  how^ever,  that  there  there  was  a  libel,  whereas  here  there  is  not  even 
a  charge  of  crime,  or  anything  more  than  speculation  that  perhaps 
some  crime  may  be  discovered.  In  all  other  particular  the  cases  are 
identical  from  a  legal  standpoint  so  far  as  the  personal  restraint  of 
individuals  is  concerned — arrest  and  imprisonment  under  a  warrant, 
and  the  restraint  and  invasion  of  the  right  of  privacv  imposed  by  a 
subpoena  being  equally  a  deprivation  of  liberty.  The  only  otner 
difference  is  that  Lord  Halifax's  messengers  actually  searched  for  and 
seized  papers,  whereas  here  the  courts  order  merely  gave  the  peti- 
tioner the  choice  of  producing  them  forthwith  or  submitting  to 
imprisonment  until  he  did. 

Wilkes  questioned  the  legality  of  these  general  warrants  and  carried 
the  matter  to  the  courts,  with  the  result  that  in  1765  Lord  Camden's 
famous  decision  was  rendered  declaring  the  warrants  illegal  and  void. 
Of  this  decision  Mr.  Justice  Bradley  said  in  the  Boyd  case  (116  U.  S., 
616,626-627): 

As  every  American  statesman  during  our  Revolutionary  and  formative  period  as  a 
nation  was  undoubtedly  familiar  with  this  monument  of  English  freedom  and  con- 
sidered it  as  the  true  and  ultimate  expression  of  constitutional  law,  it  may  be  confi- 
dently asserted  that  its  propositions  were  in  the  minds  of  those  who  framed  the  fourth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  were  considered  as  sufficiently  explanatory  of 
what  was  meant  by  unreasonable  searches  and  seizure. 

The  broad  principle  laid  down  in  Lord  Camden*s  opinion  was  that  what  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  books  is  not  law  and,  therefore,  that  every  invasion  of  private  property  is 
a  trespass  and  must  be  justified  or  excused  by  some  positive  law. 

After  describing  the  power  claimed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  issuing  general 
warrants  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  executed,  Lord  Camden  said: 

•'Such  is  the  power  and,  therefore,  one  should  naturally  expect  that  the  law  to 
warrant  it  should  be  clear  in  proportion,  as  the  power  is  exorbitant.  If  it  is  law,  it 
will  be  found  in  our  books;  if  it  is  not  to  be  found  there,  it  is  not  law. 

"  The  great  end  for  which  men  entered  into  society  was  to  secure  their  property. 
That  right  is  preserved  sacred  and  incommunicable  in  all  instances  where  it  has  not 
been  taken  away  or  abridged  by  some  public  law  for  the  good  of  the  whole.    The 
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whem  received  and  to  whom  sent,  and  this  subpoena  is  in  reality  a 
certain  warrant  issued  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  evidence,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  estabhshing  the  existence  of  any  written  documents 
known  to  exist. 

3d.  That  the  proper  officer  on  whom  this  subpoena  should  be  served 
is  the  general  officer  of  the  company,  domiciled  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  that  same  should  emanate  from  the  general  committee,  to 
the  end  that  respondent  can  make  its  defense  before  said  committee. 

4th.  That  respondent's  relations  with  its  customers  and  patrons 
is  of  a  confidential  nature,  and,  accordingly,  respondent  can  only  be 
made  to  produce  the  telegrams  in  its  possession  when  said  telegrams 
are  known  to  exist,  and  the  existence  of  which  is  specifically  declared. 

Mr.  Broussard.  If  objection  is  raised,  whether  technical  or  fundar 
mental,  to  the  production  of  the  documents  reauested  in  the  subpoena 
ducus  tecum  upon  the  Postal  Telegraph  Caole  Company,  while  I 
entertain  the  view  that  I  have  the  right  and  power  to  insist  upon  the 
production  of  said  documents,  that  it  is  not  a  violation  of  conndential 
relations  between  the  sender  and  receiver  of  the  telegrams  and  the 
company;  while  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  I  can  insist  now  upon  the 
production  of  the  documents,  I  do  not  desire,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  purpose  of  securing  such  documents,  to  wit:  Telegrams  sent  and 
receivea  by  J.  C.  Lake,  at  this  time,  is  with  a  view  of  saving  time  to 
the  comiAittee,  and  saving  the  trouble  of  having  those  in  charge  of 
such  telegrams  to  quit  their  business  and  come  to  Washington,  and 
to  save  expense  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  who  must  defray  the 
expenses  of  those  in  charge  of  such  telegrams,  in  having  them  appear 
at  Washington  to  produce  those  documents,  and  oojection  being 
raised  in  fiung  questions  of  law  to  the  production  of  such  telegrams 
by  the  Postal  Telegraph  and  Cable  Company,  through  the  attorney  of 
the  manager,  W.  A.  rorteus,  and  I  now  rule  that  I  shall  not  insist 
upon  the  production  here,  and  shall  leave  the  matter  of  adjudication 
for  the  entire  committee  appointed  under  House  resolution  No.  288. 

TSSTIMOHT  OF  W.  A.  PO&TSUS. 


of  the 


W.  A.  PoRTEUs,  recalled,  testified  as  follows 
Examination  by  Mr.  Broussard: 
Mr.  Porteus,  how  long:  do  you  keep  in  your  custody  as  manager 
le  Postal  Telegraph  Caole  Company  telegrams  received  and  tele- 
grams sent  through  your  office  ? — A.  Six  months  is  the  time  limit. 

Q.  What  becomes  of  them  after  the  six  months? — ^A.  They  are 
usually  destroyed. 

Q.  Do  vou  ever  send  them  to  headquarters  in  New  York;  I  think 
you  testified  your  headquarters  were  in  New  York? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  destroyed  in  the  office  where  they  originate  or  where 
they  culminate? — A,  Where  they  culminate  and  originate.  For 
instance,  in  order  to  explain  that  matter,  a  telegram  being  sent  from 
here,  of  course,  would  be  filed  here,  and  cdl  those  that  we  coming  in, 
of  course,  the  impression  copy  is  taken  of  those  incoming  telegrams 
here,  and  they,  with  the  ones  sent  out,  of  course,  constitute  the  tele- 
grams sent  and  received  in  this  office,  and  those  are  the  telegrams 
destroyed  every  six  months — sent  and  received  telegrams. 
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Boat  Companv? — A.  I  remember  his  telling  me  to  draw  up  a  resolu- 
tion to  investigate  the  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and 
their  predecessor,  the  Holland  Boat  Company. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  the  object  of  it  was? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  did. 

Q.  Their  methods  concerning  what?  Manufacture  of  boats? — ^A. 
As  far  as  I  remember,  methods  m  relation  to  past  and  proposed  legis- 
lation before  Congress. 

Q.  It  read  that  way? — ^A.  It  read  that  way;  I  think  that  is  as  he 
dictated  it.  That  is  the  way  I  drew  it  up,  anyway,  and  that  was  the 
idea  he  wished  to  have  me  incorporate. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  making  it  broad  enough  to 
include  any  other  submarine  company? — A.  I  nave  no  recollection 
of  such  a  statement. 

Q.  Why  did  not  you  make  it  broad  enough  to  include  other  com- 
panies?— ^A.  When  I  have  a  direction.  I  try  to  give  what  is  wanted. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  go  beyond  the  oirection?— A.  Usually  not. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  take  a  recess  until  11  o'clock 
Monday  morning,  according  to  the  announcement. 

(Thereupon  the  committee  adjourned  until  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Mon- 
day, April  27,  1908.) 
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5  House  of  Representatives, 

\f(mday,  April  27,  1908. 

The  committee  met  at  11.30  oY'lock  a.  m.,  Hon.  Henry  S.  Boutell 
(chairman)  in  the  chair. 

All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  we  will  proceed  with  the  demand 
upon  Mr.  Lilley  for  his  letters  and  copies  of  letters  as  set  forth  in 
the  request  of  the  committee  last  week. 

Mr.  Brown.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  list  of  written  evidence  or  papers 
prepared  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  were  with  a  request 
that  all  papers  that  were  included  in  the  list  should  be  produced 
before  the  committee  for  their  examination  for  such  suosequent 
action  as  their  examination  mi^ht  induce  them  to  take.  They  are, 
letter  from  Mr.  Goff  to  Mr.  Lilley;  letters  from  Mr.  Lilley  to  Mr. 
Goff.  All  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  lilley  to  any  persons  connected 
with  Connecticut  newspapers;  also  Webster's  notebooks;  stenog- 
rapher's book  of  stenographic  notes;  all  Mr.  Lilley's  letters  and 
copies  referring  to  the  House,  its  officers,  or  this  committee,  relating 
to  the  investigation  since  February  1,  1908. 

As  to  the  first  request  for  the  letter  of  Mr.  Goff  to  Mr.  lilley,  and 
the  answer  prepared  by  Mr.  Webster,  as  appears  in  the  testimony, 
I  have  to  say  that  we  are  ready  to  comply  with  that  request  of  the 
committee,  and  I  have  with  me  the  original  letter  of  Goff  to  Lilley 
and  a  copy  of  the  answer.  I  ^vill  produce  them  now  if  the  committee 
so  desire. 

(Two  papers  produced  and  handed  to  the  committee.) 

As  to  the  other  papers  referred  to  in  this  request,  I  desire  to  offer 
to  the  committee  some  reasons  why,  in  my  judgment,  Mr.  Lilley 
will  be  justified  in  not  acceding  to  your  request.  The  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  under  which  this  committee  is  acting 
is  in  the  following  terms: 

WTiereas  Mr.  George  L.  Lilley,  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  on 
his  responsibility  as  a  member  of  this  House,  before  the  Committee  on  Rules,  has, 
among  other  things,  stated  in  substance  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  their  predecessors,  the  Uolland  Boat  Company,  have  been  engaged  in 
effort^  to  exert  corrupting  influence  on  certain  Members  of  Congress  in  their  legislative 
capacities,  and  have  in  fact  exerted  such  corrupting  influence:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  charees 
made  by  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  said  company  and  of 
Members  of  Coneress  with  respect  to  legislation,  and  that  said  committee  shall  have 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  pai)er8  and  to  take  testimony  in  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  either  before  the  full  committee  or  any  subcommittee 
thereof.  Said  committee  shall  report  as  speedily  as  possible  with  such  recommenda- 
tion, if  any,  as  to  the  committee  shall  seem  meet. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  had  the  right  to  appoint  this 
committee  and  to  clothe  it  with  the  powers  which  the  resolution 
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which  I  have  read  purports  to  give  it;  that  this  committee  has  the 
power  to  inquire  into  matters  embraced  in  the  resolution,  and  in  order 
to  make  that  inquiry  effectual  has  the  right  to  compel  the  production 
of  oral  or  written  evidence  legitimately  bearing  upon  these  questions, 
I  do  not  contest.  My  sole  purpose,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
will  be  to  satisfy  tliis  committee  that  the  written  evidence  which  you 
have  asked  Mr.  Lilley  to  produce  does  not  bear  upon  the  questions 
into  which,  under  this  resolution,  you  are  to  make  inquiry — that  is, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  act  of  Congress,  they  are  not  pertinent  to 
the  inquiry.  1  ou  Avill  see,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  limited  myself  in 
this  description  to  very  narrow  limits.  I  start  with  the  assum})tion 
that  if  Mr.  Lilley  has  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control  any  of 
the  written  evidence  included  within  the  request  which  is  pertinent 
to  the  inciuiry  which  you  are  conducting  under  this  resolution  of  the 
House,  the  conunittee  has  a  right  to  compel  its  production. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Suppose  that  Mr.  Lilley  by  some  act  of  liis  has 
impeded  the  securing  of  evidence  that  would  be  called  for  from  this 
inquiry;  have  we  not  the  right  to  examine  into  that'^ 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  rather  incUned  to  tliink,  Mr.  Stevens,  that  that 
would  constitute  a  new  request  for  different  information  from  that 
embraced  in  this  request  that  has  been  made,  if  I  understand  your 
Questions  properly,  and  I  would  rather  confine  mjself  to  the  issues 
tnat  are  raised  by  tliis  request  for  certain  specific  papers.  That 
matter  you  speak  of  might  justify  an  oral  inquiry,  sometnins:  of  that 
kind,  because  I  do  not  laiow  what  you  have  in  mind.  I  would  prefer 
to  confine  myself  to  matters  that  are  relevant  to  the  request  that 
was  made  the  other  day.  With  all  due  respect  to  the  members  of 
the  committee,  I  would  Uke  to  answer  any  questions  that  they 
would  put  to  me,  but  I  would  prefer  to  confine  my  attention  to  this 
particular  reouest. 

You  will  oDserve,  gentlemen,  that  the  request  is  in  very  general 
terms.  Let  me  take  it  up  item  by  item.  Letters  to  Lathrop.  Let- 
ters to  Lathrop  may  have  been  business  correspondence,  may  have 
related  to  social  matters,  or  any  of  the  thousand  or  million  things 
that  Mr.  Lilley's  relations  to  Mj.  Lathrop  might  make  the  subject 
of  this  conununication.  All  of  those,  without  discrimination,  ilr. 
Lilley  is  asked  to  produce. 

All  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  Lilley  to  any  person  connected  with 
Connecticut  newspapers.  We  have  again  a  very  general  request 
which  may  cover  papers  having  nothing  to  do  with  this  inquiry  and 
relating  to  social  matters,  or  to  political  matters  in  his  own  State,  or 
to  any  other  of  the  thousand  other  things  that  my  imagination  does 
not  enable  me  to  call  your  attention  to  at  this  moment 

Also  Mr.  Webster's  notel)ooks  which  may  cover  the  dictation  of 
any  letters  w^ritten  for  any  purpose  to  any  person,  counsel,  or  anv- 
body  else,  stenographer's  notebook  of  the  stenographer.  I  would 
sayjthe  same  tiling  m  regard  to  that. 

All  Mr.  Ijilley^s  letters  and  copies  referring  to  the  House,  its  ofE- 
cers,  or  this  coinmittee,  relating  to  the  investigation,  since  Febnian' 
1,  1908. 

Mr.  OLMSTED.^There  was  some  testimony  wliich  led  us  to  ask  for 
those  notebooks  of  Mr.  Webster's  and  the  stenographer's  notes.  L-^ 
it  not  pertinent  for  this  committee  to  inquire  of  a  witness  and  ascer- 
tain what  correspondence^he' may,  have  had  with  any  sul)marine 


HEARINGS   ON   HOUSE   RESOLUTION   288.  "    1663 

toq)edo  boat  company  on  the  subject-matter  of  this  inquiry  or  con- 
cerning legislation  now  pending  in  Congress? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  shoakl  think,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  member  of 
the  committee^  that  the  in(juiry  should  be  directed  to  the  particular 
matter  which  it  is  supposed  these  letters  would  bear  upon,  and  that 
that  matter  should  appear  upon  its  face  to  be. within  the  scope  of 
this  inquiry.  ^, 

Mr.  Stevens.  Then  get  back  to  that  question  which  I  asked  you: 
If  the  record  showed  tnat  Mr.  Lilley  by  some  conduct  of  his  own  had 
defeated  the  securing  of  testimony  or  in  preventing  this  inquiry 
being  successful  in  the  line  that  it  nad  a  rignt  to  proceed,  have  not 
we  a  right,  as  part  of  that  power,  to  demand  that  testimony?  ^^.-^ 

Mr.  Brown.  That,  I  tliink,  will  come  up 'in  connection  with  what 
I  was  going  to  say.  Your  suggestion  I  think  I  will  meet  when  I  come 
to  discuss  the  particular  requests  for  letters. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  very  general  language 
used  in  the  request,  and  that  if  everything  comprehended  withm  the 
language  is  to  be  furnished  it  practically  requires  Mr.  Lilley  to  fur- 
nish copies  of  all  his  correspondence,  of  whatever  nature  and  to  whom 
addressed,  from  February  1,  1908. 

That  the  last  request — ^for  letters  referring  to  the  House,  its  oflBcers, 
and  this  committee,  and  relating  to  the  investigation — is  not,  in 
itself,  it  strikes  me,  very  specific;  but  I  am  going  to,  for  the  moment, 
discuss  this  matter  as  if  there  were  a  specific  request  for  copies  of 
letters  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Lilley  referring  to  the  method  of  con- 
ducting this  inquiry  and  letters  discrediting  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee. Assummg  that  to  be  the  fact,  and  in  that  connection  I  will 
take  up  also  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Stevens — that  the  committee  ought 
to  have  the  right  to  discover  whether  Mr.  Lilley  has  been  embarrassing 
this  committee,  or  even  preventing  it  getting  legitimate  evidence  or 
impeding  it  in  securing  it,  which  I  understand  to  be  the  inquiry — and 
I  take  tliat  up  together,  because,  as  I  view  it,  none  of  that  informa- 
tion would  bear  directly  on  the  investigation  that  you  are  conduct- 
ing. If  any  letters  have  been  wTitten  disparaging  the  committee  or 
criticising  improperly  its  members,  or  criticising  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  even  if  produced, 
would  not  furnish  the  foundation  for  any  report  which  you  are 
endeavoring  to  determine,  but  if  they  were  of  significance  at  all 
would  simply  furnish  the  base  or  foundation  for  proceedings  for 
contempt. 

Now,  if  Mr.  Lilley,  for  instance,  has  prevented  a  witness  from 
coming  here,  what  would  a  court  say?  Would  it  say  that  it  was 
evident  that  a  certain  fact  was  or  was  not  true,  or  would  it  be  impeding 
the  course  of  justice?  What  the  witness  would  say  does  not  appear. 
Suppose  that  a  part}"  to  a  suit  or  anybody  else  criticised  the  action 
of  a  court;  what  is  the  proceeding?  Punishment  for  contempt.  I 
say,  therefore,  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  evidence  that  you  call 
fop,  so  far  as  you  have  specined  it,  would  not  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  investigation  in  any  way  to  discover  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  matters  that  you  are  inquiring  about,  and 
at  most  would  furnish  a  foundation  for  proceedings  to  punish  for 
contempt.  I  do  not  understand  that  this  committee  has  any  power 
to  punish  for  contempt.  If  any  proceeding  is  to  be  had  I  under- 
stand it  must  be  by  the  House  of  Kepresentatives.     If  the^House  of 
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Representatives  should  see  fit  to  initiate  contempt  proceedings,  and 
should  want  the  facts  investi<rated  by  the  committee,  it  would 
appoint  a  new  committee,  would  it  not,  and  would  commission  it  to 
discover,  for  the  benefit  of  the  House,  the  facts  bearing  upon  that 
question  of  contempt.  I  do  not  see,  inasmuch  as  this  committee 
has  not,  as  I  understand  it,  the  power  to  punish  for  contempt,  and 
inasmuch  as,  speaking  disparagingly,  if  it  has  been  done,  nas  no 
direct  bearing  upon  whether  corrupt  motives  has  been  adopted  by 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  or  corruption  has  been  rife  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  Let  me  see  if  we  understand  your  position.  That 
if  any  witness  appearing  before  this  committee  refusea  to  testify  or  to 
produce  papers  called  for,  and  deemed  by  this  committee  to  be  proper 
and  pertment,  then  this  committee  must  refer  the  matter  to  the 
House  and  the  House  must  appoint  another  committee  to  investigate 
and  determine  whether  or  not  that  witness  is  in  contempt,  and  that, 
therefore,  if  a  dozen  witnesses  or  50  witnesses  should  so  conduct  them- 
selves before  us,  we  would  have  50  committees  investigating  their 
conduct  and  determining  whether  or  not  anything  ought  to  be  done 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  just  that  way.  If  a 
witness  refused  to  produce  evidence  that  the  committee  migfit  prop- 
erly call  for,  I  understand  there  are  two  remedies.  The  committee 
does  not  act  directly  in  the  punishment  of  the  witness.  It  reports  the 
facts  of  contumacy  to  the  House.  The  Speaker  may  certify  it  to  the 
district  attorney  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  under  the  act  of 
Congress  it  goes  to  a  grand  jury  and  the  man  would  be  indicted,  and 
he  may  be  fined  $1,000  and  sent  to  jail  for  one  year.  That  is  one 
remedy.  I  do  not  understand  that  that  excludes  the  power  of  the 
House  to  protect  its  own  dignity.  In  addition  to  that  the  House 
itself  may  take  proceedings  against  a  man  to  punish  for  contempt. 
Those  proceedings  would  be  more  familiar  with  you  than  myself.  I 
simply  suggest  that  if  the  evidence  was  to  be  gathered  by  a  committee 
it  naturally  would  he  a  new  committee.  I  am  not  sure  about  the 
procedure.  All  I  want  to  say  is  that  the  action  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt would  be  initiated  by  the  House  of  Representatives  and  not  by 
this  committee.     How  they  would  go  at  it  you  know  better  than  I. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  It  might  be  recommended  by  this  committee  and 
immediately  passed  upon  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understand  if  this  committee  were  satisfied  that  there 
was  contumacy  on  the  part  of  any  witness,  it  would  report  that,  and 
possibly  the  speaker  would  certify  it,  under  the  act,  to  the  district 
attorney  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  addition  to  that,  I  under- 
stand it  can  be  done  as  the  Supreme  Court  has  said,  the  House  can 
protect  its  own  dignity  by  punishing  for  contempt,  and  the  courts  of 
the  District  of  CoTumi)ia  can  |:unish  also  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  two  are  not  double  punishments. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  And  that  contumacy  may  be  referred  to  the  district 
attorney,  and  it  does  not  take  away  any  rights  or  powers  which, 
under  tlie  Constitution,  the  House  itself  possesses. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understand  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  just  that. 
And,  of  course,  it  is  analogous  to  the  power  of  a  court  of  justice.  Sup- 
pose one  of  you  gentlemen  were  sitting  upon  the  bench,  and  while  you 
are  holding  court  one  of  the  parties  stepped  up  to  the  bench  and 
used  slanderous  language  to  you;  if  it  happened  to  be  that  kind  of 


HEABING8  ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION    289.  1665 

language,  as  it  is  in  some  States,  which  constitute  a  criminal  offense, 
would  it  prevent  the  court  from  punishing  by  committing  that  man 
to  jail?  One  is  to  punish  for  a  contempt,  the  other  is  to  punish  for 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  both  proceedings  may  be  had, 
based  on  the  main  facts.  I  think  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  said  just  that  in  the  Chapman  case  in  166. 

I  ought  to  say  this,  in  justice  to  myself;  I  have  come  here  on  a  hur- 
ried caU,  not  expecting  that  this  question  would  come  up.  When  I 
left  here  early  in  March  I  assumed  that  my  connection  with  this  inves- 
tigation was  at  an  end.  I  had  raised  a  question  similar  to  this  one 
when  I  was  here,  and  when  I  went  back  home,  I  did  not  expect  to  have 
anything  more  to  do  with  this  inquiry,  but  I  had  the  curiosity,  for 
general  mformation,  to  sit  down  for  aoout  a  half  a  day  and  look  up 
these  questions.  That  examination  brought  to  my  attention  those 
three  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  there  may 
be  more — the  Thompson  case,  the  Kilbum  case,  where  it  was  held  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  that  the  House  had  no  right  to 
inquire  into  private  affairs  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
information  to  perform  some  of  their  legitimate  functions.  The  other 
case,  the  Chapman  case,  where  it  held  that  the  Senate,  through  its 
committee,  did  have  a  right  to  compel  information  from  a  house  of 
stock  brokers  when  the  question  was  whether  members  of  the  Senate 
had  been  acting  corruptly  with  reference  to  certain  stock.  I  also  read 
the  old  case  in  14  Gray,  which  is  cited  with  approval  in  the  Kilbum 
case.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  savs 
it  fully  approved  of  it,  after  paying  a  handsome  compliment  to  the 
distinguisned  Massachusetts  court,  one  of  whose  members  was  that 
great,  just,  and  rugged  character,  Lemuel  Shaw. 

It  is  said  in  this  case  that  this  information  can  be  compelled  when 
it  is  necessary  to  enlighten  either  House  of  Congress  on  a  question 
within  its  constitutional  powers,  where  it  is  either  acting  or  might  act. 

The  House,  having  before  it  a  bill  providing  for  an  appropriation 
for  submarine  boats,  and  also  having  an  additional  provision  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  contract  for  submanne  boats,  and 
that  bill  being  so  framed  that  the  phraseology,  in  conjunction  with 
outside  circumstances,  practically,  it  is  conceded,  limited  the  contract 
to  one  company,  that  it  is  to  be  the  sole  beneficiary  of  the  bill  if  it 
became  a  law,  that  then,  under  these  circumstances,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine how  Congress  mi^ht  properly  act,  and  discharge  its  constitu- 
tional function  of  providing  for  a  navy,  might  properly  within  its 
constitutional  rights  discover  what  methods  were  being  employed  by 
the  beneficiary  of  that  bill  vnih  the  purpose  or  attempt  to  secure  its 
legislation,  and  whether  Members  oi  Congress  had  themselves  been 
acting  improperly  with  reference  to  the  question  of  whether  there 
was  any  Member  of  the  lower  House  who  should  be  disciplined 

Mr.  Stevens.  Is  not  that  rather  broad?  The  language  of  the  reso- 
lution is,  '^And  of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  legislation." 
Now,  anything  that  concerns  the  action  of  Members  of  Congress  ^^4th 
respect  to  that  legislation,  any  act  in  any  way,  would  be  pertinent. 
Now,  if  Mr.  Lilley  s  letters  disclose  anything,  any  kind  of  an  act,  that 
intimidated  or  unjustly  or  corruptly  influenced  any  Members  of 
Congress  with  respect  to  that  legislation,  haven^t  we  a  right  to  exam- 
ine it? 

Mr.  Brown.  If  you  will  allow  me,  you  interrupted  me  before  I 
had  considered  what  I  wanted  to  say.     I  was  speaking,  not  with 
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respect  to  what  the  House  of  Representatives  had  done,  but  what  it 
comd  do.  Having  stated  what  i  consider  it  might  be  fairly  claimed 
to  be  its  powers,  and  the  powers  of  this  committee  can  not  of  course 
be  larger  than  the  lower  House  can  confer  upon  it,  and  they  may  be 
much  narrower,  so  that  having  conceded,  so  far  as  this  discussion  is 
concerned,  that  the  House  possesses  the  power  to  do  it,  I  now  turn 
to  the  resolution  to  see  to  what  extent  it  has  exercised  that  power. 
You  see  what  I  have  in  mind.  So  that  having  made  the  confession, 
I  then  turn  to  the  resolution  and  see  what  it  nas  ordered  this  com- 
mittee to  do.  It  is  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  corrupt  practices  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  Mem- 
bers of  Congress,  two  distinct  branches,  and  possibly  with  two  dis- 
tinct purposes.  An  examination  into  the  methods  of  the  Electric 
Boat  Company,  so  far  as  their  attempt  bearing  upon  the  question  of 
how  Congress  should  legislate,  and  the  action  or  Members  or  Congress, 
if  corrupt,  any  action  bearing  upon  that  and  bearing  upon  the 
question  whether  you  would  allow  them  to  remain  in  your  midst  any 
longer 

Mr.  Stevens.  The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  House.  I  am  stating 
the  exact  items  that  have  occuredto  me  as  I  go  along. 

So  I  turn  now  to  the  resolution  itself,  and  properly  claim  that  the 
evidence  you  can  properly  call  for  must  be  evidence  bearing  upon  one 
or  the  other  of  those  two  things,  and  useful  information  in  respect  to 
one  or  the  other  of  those  two  matters.  Now,  if  I  am  right  thus  far, 
whatever  the  House  might  do  itself,  or  whatever  it  comd  authorize 
this  committee  to  do  in  excess  of  what  is  provided  in  this  resolution, 
no  matter  what  it  is,  it  is  not  within  your  powers.  Now,  I  have  had 
read  to  me,  in  reference  to  this — and  I  do  not  say  this  as  evidence  for 
the  committee  to  take  the  facts  from,  but  as  explaining  the  ground  I 
have  taken  in  advising  my  client.  I  have  had  read  to  me  every  copy 
of  a  letter  which  refers  either  to  this  investigation,  to  any  legislation 
at  any  time  on  submarines,  or  to  submarines,  and  in  my  judgment 
there  is  not  one  that  bears  on  either  of  those  two  matters,  or  is  what 
is  called  in  the  act  of  Congress  "pertinent  to  this  inquiry.'*  If  it 
does  not  do  that,  no  matter  what  the  phraseology  may  be  or  what 
reflections  may  be  cast,  then  I  say  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  this 
committee  to  compel  the  production  of  it  in  this  matter,  because  it  is 
not  properly  within  the  scope  of  your  inquiry.  If  it  reflects  imjustly 
upon  any  Members  of  Congress,  or  particidarly  upon  the  members  of 
this  committee,  the  mode  of  redress  is  to  report  a  basis  for  contempt 
proceedings  to  the  House  and  let  the  House  take  such  action  as  it 
may  see  nt.  More  than  that,  if  there  was  a  letter  bearing  upon  this 
very  subject,  and  the  production  of  it  was  refused,  and  you  knew 
just  what  the  contents  of  the  letter  were,  and  were  perfectly  satisfied 
that  it  would  throw  light  upon  thi3  transaction,  and  was  improperly 
refused,  what  would  you  do  ?  Would  you  report  that  to  the  Speaker, 
and  let  him  certify  it  to  the  district  attorney  and  have  the  man  prose- 
cuted, or  would  you  attempt  to  prosecute  and  punish  him?  And 
having  satisfied  myself  that  there  is  no  law  that  authorizes  that — 
and  I  do  not  say  this  for  evidence  to  you 

Mr.  Olmsted.  You  substitute  your  judgment  for  that  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Brown.  But  substituting  my  judgment  for  that  of  the  com- 
mittee, upon  my  own  judgment  I  then  said  to  myself,  suppose  now 
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that  the  committee  had  made  a  report  and  contempt  proceedings 
are  had,  the  act  of  Congress  says  -that  the  witness  who  refuses  to 
testify  or  produce  a  paper  actually  pertinent  to  the  inquiry;  in  mj 
judgment  or  anybody  etse^s  judgment,  if  he  does  do  that,  tKen  he  is 
exposed  to  the  penalty  of  J  1,000  and  a  year  in  jail,  and  there  is  not  a 
letter  there  that  can  not  be  produced,  if  it  is  necessary  to  produce  it, 
but  any  certain  investigation  would  show  that  in  fact — and  the  law 

Eimished  the  fact  of  improper  refusal  to  answer,  whenever  there  has 
een  any  refusal  to  disclose  any  evidence  bearing  upon  the  question 
involved  in  this  inquiry.  Now,  on  the  strength  of  my  own  judgment^ 
w^hich  may  be  wrong— I  am  not  so  confident  of  it  as  I  was  thirty  years 
ago — ^in  my  own  judgment  of  these  letters,  on  being  shown  and  read 
they  would  not  touch  the  important  fact  within  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution,  they  would  not  throw  any  light  whatever  upon  either  of 
those  things  w'hich  are,  I  think  the  committee  will  agree,  the  only 
ones  you  are  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Now,  "would  not  that  throw  some  light  upon  the 
things  that  might  actuate  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  this 
legislation,  some  of  the  things  outside  o£  Congress  that  in  a  wrongful 
way  influenced  Members  to  vote  for  or  against  some  of  the  phases  of 
this  legislation? 

Mr.  Brown.  Let  me  take  an  illustration:  It  has  been  brought 
out  here  that  a  letter  was  written  to  a  Connecticut  man  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Hartford  papers.  Now,  the  man  who  received  that 
private  communication  gives  it  to  the  public  press.  It  is  conceiv- 
able that  that  letter  given  circulation — that  is,  by  putting  it  in  the 
leading  paper  of  Connecticut — might  come  to  the  attention  of  some- 
body having  a  vote  on  this  question  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  can  understand  how  it  might  influence  in  that  way.  feut  I  can  not 
understand  how  a  private  letter,  even  if  it  Avere  reflecting  on  the  con- 
duct of  this  investigation,  could  possibly  have  influence  on  the  action 
of  Congress  in  determining  what  oills  should  or  should  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Stevens.  Let  me  ask  you  there.  The  record  shows,  if  I  recol- 
lect, that  there  is  a  newspaper  published  in  Connecticut  in  which  Mr. 
Lilley  exercises  some  innuence? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  is  an  assumption,  Because  the  family  own  the 
bonds. 

Mr.  Stevens.  His  family  own  the  bonds.  Now,  the  record  shows 
that  he  has  written  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  this  paper  concerning 
this  investigation  or  this  inquiry  in  some  way.'  Now,  it  appears  that 
this  newspaper  has  misrepresented  this  whole  situation  and  has  made 
arguments  and  has  misstated  conditions  so  that  this  misstatement 
would,  if  brought  to  the  attention  of  Members  of  Congress,  have  an 
influence  upon  those  Members  of  Congress  either  for  or  against  some 

E bases  of  this  legislation.     Now,  would  not  that  letter  from  Mr. 
•illey  under  these  circumstances  be  pertinent  to  this  inquiry  as  a 
mainspring  of  that  wrongful  influence  upon  Members  ? 

Mr.  jBrown.  I  can  not  understand,  Mr.  Stevens,  how  it  would  tend 
to  prove  corrupt  practices  on  the  part  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
or  corrupt  influence  on  the  part  of  Members  of  Congress.     You  see 
I  am  taking  the  resolution  as  defining  the  limits  of  your  power. 
Mr.  Stevens.  That  is  what  I  am  taking. 

Mr.  Brown.  Test  it  by  the  resolution.  A  letter  is  written  by  Mr. 
Lilley  to  a  paper  in  which  his  family  is  interested  to  the  extent  that 
they  own  the  Donded  securities  of  the  company. 
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The  Chairman.  Right  on  that  pomt,  may  I  interrupt  you,  or 
would  you  rather  proceed  and  finisn  your  argument? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  I  would  welcome  any  interruption.  I  am  making 
no  set  argument. 

The  Chairman.  Of  course  this  request  upon  Mr.  Lilley  was  based 
upon  the  entire  record.  It  was  not  based  in  any  sense  exclusively 
upon  the  point  which  you  have  been  arguing.  Whether  the  docu- 
ment or  letters  would  contain  anvthing  pertinent  to  the  incjuiry  as 
outlined  in  the  resolution,  we  will  put  that  entirely  to  one  side  and 
admit,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument,  that  it  is  immaterial  what 
this  committee  is  examining  into  or  what  there  is  in  the  resolution. 
We  are  sitting  under  the  authority  of  the  House,  performing  a  func- 
tion for  the  House.  During  the  inquiry  it  appears  that  the  principal 
witness,  who  is  a  member  of  the  House,  has  written  a  letter  reflect- 
ing in  very  grave  terms  upon  the.  character  and  intention  of  the 
committee.  That,  of  course,  is  a  reflection  upon  the  House.  The 
evidence  tends  to  show  that  Mr.  Ijilley's  secretary  wrote  the  letter 
and  signed  Mr.  Ijilley's  name  to  it.  This  testimony  seems  to  be 
corroborated  by  Mr.  Lilley;, however,  I  would  not  attempt  to  state 
from  recollection  whetlier  he  swore  positively  that  he  did  not  sign  it. 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  Mr.  Lilley  swore  that  he  did  not  sign  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  the  production  of  that  letter,  which  we  will 
now  compare  in  connection  with  another,  suggests  the  importance  of 
seeing  the  10  or  12  or  15  other  letters  which  Mr.  Webster  referred  to 
as  reflecting  upon  this  committee,  but  was  uncertain  whether  he 
signed  Mr.  Lilley^s  name  to  all  of  them  or  not  or  whether  Mr.  Lilley 
did.  It  becomes  important  for  this  reason :  We  have  in  our  possession 
a  letter  which  tells  this  whole  story,  a  letter  directed  to  me  as  chairman 
of  the  committee,  and  dated  April  12,  1908,  with  a  memorandum 
under  it,  ^^Dic.  not  read'* — dictated  not  read — signed  **Geoi]B:e  L. 
Lilley — Webster.''  Now,  there  is  the  way  he  signed  George  L.  Lilley's 
name.  Now,  it  seems  impossible  at  a  casual  glance  to  tne  members 
of  the  committee  that  the  man  who  wrote  ^'  George  L.  Lillev '"  the 
way  he  did  undoubtedly  write  it  there  has  written  ^^  George  L.  Lilley" 
on  the  copy.  Is  it  not  impossible  that  the  same  man  could  have  made 
thoses  ignatures  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  My  attention  was  called  to  the  similarity  between  the 
signature  made  by  Mr.  Lilley  as  made  by  himself  and  the  signature 
made  by  Mr,  Webster,  and  my  one  purpose  to-day  was  that  the  com- 
mittee might  at  once  have  a  chance  to  compare  them  with  other 
signatures  and  see  whether  there  is  the  similarity.  In  other  words, 
it  was  suggested,  I  think,  that  there  is  a  similarity  between  the  signa- 
tures, and  we  are  perfectly  willing  to  let  them  come  before  the  com- 
mittee and  write  ^'  George  L.  Lilley  "  and  let  the  committee  compare  it. 
In  vAe  instance  I  do  not  write  my  name  just  the  same  as  in  another, 
and  we  are  perfectly  willing  that  they  should  come  down  and  each 
write  ^^  George  L.  Lilley"  and  let  the  committee  compare  and  see 
the  resemblance. 

The  Chairman.  Does  not  the  fact  that  tliis  question  is  raiseil  on 
this  matter,  a  matter  which  is  not  a  question  of  evidence  but  of 
contempt,  raise  a  basis  which  can  not  be  removed  for  thcL production 
of  the  12  or  15  other  letters  concerning  which  Mr.  Webster  is  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  he  signed  Mr.  Lilley's  name  or  whether  he  signed  it 
himself^     Here  is  a  letter  over  ^Ir.  Lilley's  own  signature,  undis- 
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avowed  by  him,  making  the  gravest  possible  reflection  upon  the 
character  of  this  committee,  which  impUes  a  reflection  upon  the  honor' 
and  integrity  of  the  House.  After  a  month  has  passed  the  secretary 
savs  that  he  wrote  it  and  sipied  Mr.  Lilley's  name  wnthout  Mr. 
Lilley's  knowledge.  Now,  on  its  being  produced  and  compared  with 
undoubted  signatures  of  \Ir.  Lilley's  name  by  Mr.  Webster,  it  appears 
not  to  be  the  signature,  but  an  exact  facsimile  of  Mr.  Lilley  s  own 
handwriting. 

Mr.  Brown.  You  would  not  say  exact  without  examining  it. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  examined  it. 

Mr.  Brown.  Let  them  come  before  the  committee  and  sign  the 
signature  in  the  pre^sence  of  the  committee 

The  Chairman.  To  finish  the  point,  there  are  those  dozen  or  16 
letters  referred  to,  so  that  it  becomes  a  question  not  at  all  whether 
it  is  pertinent  testimony,  but  it  is  solely  a  question  of  contempt. 

Mr.  Brown.  Do  I  understand,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  situation  is 
that  the  evidence  is  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  gen- 
uineness of  the  signature  and  not  tor  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
reflections  upon  the  committee? 

The  Chairman.  No. 

ilr.  Olmsted.  For  every  purpose. 

The  Chairman.  For  every  purpose  for  which  it  can  be  produced. 
But  the  mere  fact  that  there  was  such  a  lettei,  and  that  Mr.  Lilley 
had  known  it  for  a  month,  and  no  steps  were  taken  to  disavow  it, 
and  only  disavowed  after  it  was  inquired  after  under  oath,  and  it  also 
appears  from  the  secretary's  testimonv  that  twelve  or  fifteen  other 
letters  might  be  out,  he  could  not  recall  each — his  recollection  is  very 
poor — and  it  seems  to  be  quite  pertinent  to  find  out  whether  this  is  a 
part  of  the  chain  of  letters  convejang  this  same  source  of  information 
to  people  of  liis  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Brown.  Then  I  understand  the  committee  would  want  the 
letter,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  whether  the  signature  is  gen- 
uine, but  to  show  the  contents  of  the  letter? 

The  Chairman.  For  all  purposes. 

^Ir.  Brown.  I  suggest  it  woidd  be  very  helpful  to  me  if  the  com- 
mittee would  state  the  purpose  for  whicfi  they  wanted  these  letters, 
and  it  would  enable  me  to  advise  my  client  more  intelligently  whether 
it  was  his  duty  to  produce  them.  In  the  absence  of  that  information 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  stated,  I 
think  on  Saturday,  that  the  production  of  letters  was  desired  in 
order  that  they  might  be  used  for  all  purposes  the  legitimacv  of  which 
will  be  shown  on  tlie  record — I  think  that  is  the  substance  of  it.  That 
statement,  which  was  different  from  what  I  hoped  it  would  be,  has 
left  me  to  evolve  in  my  inner  consciousness  all  the  imaginary  puqc?^'^  s 
for  which  the  committee  could  possibly  use  those  letters. 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  say,  if  there  are  other  lettei*s  conveying 
similar  sentiments  to  those  which  have. been  sent  out,  is  it  not  suffi- 
cient for  us  to  state  the  one  puipose  that  we  want  those  letters  for 
is  to  see  whether  Mr.  Lilley  was  for  several  weeks  in  that  state  of 
mind  toward  the  House,  of  which  he  is  a  Member,  and  toward  the 
committee  investigating  his  charges? 

Mr.  Brown.  If  the  matter  of  discipline  of  Mr.  Lilley  was  before  the 
House,  there  might  be  a  propriety  in  that,  but  the  chairman  has  sug- 
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gested  that  he  will  discard  for  a  moment  the  restriction  of  this  resolu- 
tion; I  can  not. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  admit,  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument, 
that  you  made  your  argument  good  for  the  demand  for  these  twelve 
or  fifteen  letters  reflectmg  upon  the  committee.  Is  it  not  pertinent 
to  inquire  into  the  corrupt  methods  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company, 
whatever  w^ork  it  is  doing,  when  it  is  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee  that  the  principal  w  itness,  who  is  a  Member  of  the  House, 
has  sent  out  such  a  letter  as  this,  or  has  allowed  it  to  stand,  and  that 
there  are  others — does  it  not  become,  in  fact  is  not  the  committee 
bound  to  inquire  whether  the  Member  of  the  House  has  been  for 
some  length  of  time  in  that  state  of  mind  as  is  disclosed  in  that  letter? 
The  committee  would  like  to  have  counsel  to  consider  that  feature 
ofit.  • 

Mr.  Brow^n.  Let  me  bring  it  down  to  the  concrete  application. 
You  have  before  you  a  letter  the  cognizance  of  which  the  committee 
naturally  disclosed.  Suppose  that  letter  w^as  admitted  hj  Mr. 
Lilley  to  have  been  written  by  him  and  the  signature  to  be  his  oym 
general  signature.  You  have  to  give  the  purpose  w^hich  you  are 
going  to  put  it  to  in  this  investigation.  Is  it  going  to  change  your 
opinion  as  to  whether 

Mr.  Olmsted.  We  might  change  our  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of 
Members. 

Mr.  Brown.  Precisely,  but  you  are  not  going  outside  of  this  matter 
into  another  matter  which  the  House  has  not  committ>ed  to  vou? 

Mr.  Olmsted.  This  committee  is  charged  with  the  investigation  of 
the  Electric  Boat  Company,  and  the  conduct  of  Members  with 
regard  to  legislation. 

Mr.  Brown.  "Corrupt  conduct''  is  the  phraseology,  I  think.    I 

gpologize  if  I  am  wrong  about  that.  The  language  is  "Electric  Boat 
ompany,  at  New  Jersey,  and  their  predecessors,  the  Holland  Boat 
Company,  in  efforts  to  exert  corrupt  influences  upon  certain  Members 
of  Congress  in  their  legislative  capacities,  and  have  exerted  such 
corrupting  influence.''  The  action  of  Members  of  ConCTess  is  only 
statea  inferentially  that  the  cornipt  influence  has  been  effectual. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  The  resolution  in  its  preamble  set  forth  that  Mr. 
Lilley  had  stated  in  substance  that  the  Electric  Boat  Compam^  and 
its  predecessors  have  been  engaged  in  efforts  to  exert  corrupt  influence 
on  certain  Members  of  Congress  and  have  exerted  such  corrupt 
influence.  Now,  then,  "Therefore,  be  it  Resolved^^ — this  is  the 
resolution — "That  a  committee  of  five  Members  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  charges  made  by  said  George  L.  Lilley  of  corrupt 
practices  on  the  part  of  said  company  and  of  Members  of  Confess 
with  respect  to  legislation,  and  that  said  committee  shall  have 
authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  take  testimony  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  or  elsewhere,  either  before  the  full  committee  or 
any  subcommittee  thereof.  Such  committee  shall  report  as  speedily 
as  possible  with  such  recommendation,  if  any,  as  the  committee  shall 
seem  meet." 

Mr.  Brown.  ''And  of  Members  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Olmsted.  ''And  of  Members  of  Congress  with  respect  to  leg- 
islation." Now,  suppose  it  should  develop  that  this  veiy  resolution 
of  inquiry  or  investigation  was  itself  offered  with  the  intention  to 
influence  legislation,  that  the  investigation  should  influence  legis- 
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lation,  as  there  is  some  evidence  to  show.  Is  it  not  competent  for 
the  committee  in  determining  the  conduct  of  Members  in  regard 
to  legislation  to  ascertain  if  we  can  the  motive  for  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution,  the  person  who  may  have  been  behind  it,  and  to 
that  end  is  it  not  competent  for  us  to  ask  for  correspondence  upon 
that  subject? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  suggestion  of  the  member  of  the  committee,  I 
hope  you  Anil  pardon  me  if  I  say  is  certainly  ingenious,  but  I  can  not 
agree  with  it,  if  I  may  say  so  without  disrespect  to  the  conmiittee. 

Mr.  HowwRD.  Putting  it  in  a  little  different  view;  would  it  be 
competent  and  within  the  scope  of  this  committee's  investigation  to 
produce  evidence  which  in  itself  tended  to  contradict  or  to  impeach 
the  evidence  of  a  material  witness  to  the  substantive  charges? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  been  waiting  for  that;  I  have  been  expecting 
to  be  asked  that  question.  Xow,  I  sat  here  the  other  day  and  hstenea 
with  interest  to  the  examination  conducted  first  by  Mr.  Stevens, 
I  think,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  bearing  along»  that  line  of  contra- 
iliction,  or  effort  to  contradict,  to  impair  the  effect  of  the  testimony, 
and  it  went  through  my  mind,  wnat  is  this  proceeding?  Now, 
when  you  go  into  a  court  of  justice,  the  man  who  produces  the  wit- 
ness can  not  cross-examine.  The  other  side  can  break  down  his 
testimony  or  impair  it.  What  is  the  relation  of  this  committee  to 
this  witness  who  was  sworn  under  the  direction  of  the  committee? 
Having  used  him  as  a  witness  can  they  properly  impair  the  credit  of 
his  testimony?  In  other  words,  are  tiiey  the  otner  side?  Now, 
I  don't  know. 

Mr.  Olmsted.   Right  there,  what  do  you  sav  as  to  our  right  to  com- 

Eel  the  production  of  books  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  and  the 
•ake  Torpedo  Boat  Company?  They  have  all  sworn  to  the  effect 
that  they  do  not  contain  anything  improper,  and  now  we  l\ave  called 
on  them  for  the  books  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lilley. 

Mr.  Stevens.   Is  there  any  more  than  one  side  to  tliis  investigation? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  don't  know  whetlier  there  is. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  If  we  can  not  get  anything  out  of  them  on  cross- 
examination,  can  we  demand  their  books  at  ii\\'< 

Mr.  Brown.  You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  I  have  studiously 
avoided  any  reference  to  the  duty  of  the  Electric  Boat  Company  to 
produce  their  books,  although  it  is  impossible  to  speak  of  one  case 
without  using  the  principles  applying  to  the  other.  In  other  words, 
the  powers  of  this  investigating  committee  are  the  same  whether 
applied  to  one  or  the  other.  My  purpose  was  to  start  mv  case  at 
the  point  of  divergence  where  the  circumstances  in  the  Lilley  mat- 
ter differed  from  the  circumstances  in  the  P^ectric  Boat  matter.  If 
I  had  been  privileged  to  take  part  in  the  trial  of  the  case  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  look  up  the  matter  carefully  and  aildress  the 
committee  on  that  matter,  but  I  have  not  done  it  and  I  would  not 
want  to  express  an  opinion,  and  anything  that  I  say  is  confined  to 
Mr.  Lilley's  case,  so  that  that  may  be  understood. 

Mr.  Olmsted.  I  suggested  tlie  inquiry  because  it  seemed  to  me 
that  ri<;ht  there  the  divergence  was  not  clear.  You  sugj^csted  for 
the  calling  of  these  pa])ers  to  break  down  the  testimnny  of  Mr. 
Lilley  as  on  cross-examination.  Would  not  that  be  equally  true  in 
the  case  of  the  l)oat  comj)anies^ 


1788  HEABINGS   ON    HOUSE   BESOLUTION   2^. 

evidently  encouraged  bv  their  added  numbers.  It  was  even  urged 
that  the  countiy  should  abandon  its  policy  of  building  more  battle 
ships  and  turn  to  the  submarine  for  defense. 

Naval  officers  said  to-day  the  plan  of  the  agents  of  submarine  com- 
panies to  defeat  the  battle-ship  programme  was  started  several 
months  a£:o,  and  was  in  evidence  when  the  Dolphin  took  members  of 
the  Naval  Committee  on  the  annual  inspection  of  yards  and  stations 
in  the  summer. 

Naval  officers  also  say  that  what  is  wanted  is  an  absolutely  fair 
investigation  of  all  the  facts  covering  the  purchase  of  submarines  for 
at  least  two  years. 


[The  New  York  Herald,  February  13,  1908.] 
FEAEED  BLOGKHrO  HAVT  FEOORAMME. 

MEMBERS  OF  COMMITTEE  THOUGHT  HOUSE  WOULD  NOT  SANCTION 
FOUR  BATTLE  SHIPS. — AFRAID  OF  THE  LEADERS. COMMITTEE  WILL- 
ING TO  OPPOSE  president's  SCHEME  RATHER  THAN  BIO  MEN  IN 
THE   HOUSE. 

Herald  Bureau,  No.  1502  H  Street  NW., 

WasJiington,  D.  C,  Wednesday. 

Members  of  the  House  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to-day  made 
haste  to  defend  their  action  smashing  President  Roosevelt[s  naval 
programme,  which  wall  soon  be  reported  to  the  House,  including  only 
two  battle  ships. 

That  the  members  who  found  themselves  opposing  the  Adminis- 
tration's programme  on  the  one  hand  and  the  advice  furnished  the 
Administration  by  the  best  naval  experts  in  the  country  on  the  other 
did  not  relish  their  position  was  made  evident  by  the  various  expla- 
nations they  set  forth  in  justifying  their  votes  in  committee.  Prac- 
tically all  united  in  saying  they  had  voted  against  four  battle  ships 
because  they  feared  the  House  leaders  more  than  they  did  the  Presi- 
dent, and  had  increased  the  number  of  submarines  carried  in  the  bill 
at  the  behest  of  southern  and  western  Members,  who  were  hearing 
from  home,  rather  than  support  the  estimate  of  the  naval  experts 
who  have  charge  of  the  defense  of  the  entire  country. 

would   vote   for   BATTLE   SHIPS. 

Most  of  them  added  that  they  would  be  glad  at  this  time  to  vote 
for  four  battle  ships  on  the  floor  of  the  House  if  they  find  such  a  pro- 
gramme can  be  passed.  Those  members  of  the  committee  who  were 
seen  to-day  said: 

Several  members  on  the  committee  would  have  supported  four  battle  ships  if  they 
had  believed  it  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House.  It  seemed  to  be  practi* 
csJly  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  House  would  vote  for  two  new 
battle  ships  of  the  Delaware  class,  but  would  go  no  further.  For  that  reason  two  battle 
ships  were  authorized  in  the  bill. 

As  to  the  submarines,  since  Secretary  Metcalf 's  report  was  sent  in,  in  December^ 
the  Navy  Department  has  directed  that  submarines  be  sent  to  the  islands  of  the  Pacific, 
and  urgent  demands  have  been  made  upon  the  committee  personally  by  Members 
from  the  Pacific  coast  for  this  class  of  fighting  vessels.  For  this  reason  four  submarines^ 
in  addition  to  the  Secretary's  recommendations,  were  added  to  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Brown.  It  may. 

Mr.  Howard.  That  is  in  the  interest  of  getting  the  truth.  Conced- 
ing that  that  position  applies  to  a  state  of  facts  given,  let  us  see  if  the 
facts  differentiate  in  any  wise.  For  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  this  contradictory  evidence  of  Mr.  Lille v  could  be  used,  are 
you  not  driven  to  the  whole  resolution,  and  the  whole  resolution  starts 
with  the  preamble,  *' Whereas  the  Hon.  George  L.  Lilley,  on  his  respon- 
sibility as  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives' ^  charges  so  and 
so,  therefore  it  is  resolved  that  such  and  such  a  committee  be  created  to 
make  such  and  such  an  examination.  Does  not  the  very  wording  of 
the  resolution,  the  words,  take  Mr.  Lilley  out  of  the  category  of  a  wit- 
ness called  by  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  on  his  own  behalf,  and  relieve 
the  committee  of  any  responsibility  for  his  testimony  either  way, 
and  is  he  not  in  the  position  of  a  witness  called  by  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  in  plaintiff's  behalf  or  his  behalf? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  not  absolutely  imfamiliar  with  the  rules  of  the 
construction  of  statutes,  and  if  my  memory  is  correct,  with  such 
principles  as  I  have  heard  and  am  somewhat  familiar  with,  the  rule  is 
this,  that  the  preamble  has  no  part  in  the  enacting  part  of  the  statute. 
It  is  referred  to  not  to  show  what  enactment  has  oeen  made,  but  to 
construe  an  ambiguity  that  may  arise  in  the  enacting  part  of  the 
statute.  It  can  not  contradict  the  enacting  part;  it  can  not  add  to  it, 
but  it  may  explain  an  ambiguity.  That  i  believe  is  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  books  as  to  the  effect  of  a  preamble  in  determining  the 
meaning  of  a  statute. 

Mr.  Howard.  I  agree  with  you  about  that.  But  is  that  the  precise 
question  ?  Are  we  after  getting  the  precise  words  or  enactment  of  the 
law?  Are  we  not  undertaking  to  illustrate  the  purpose,  and  conse- 
quently the  scope  of  the  investigation,  and  in  that  sense  is  the  pre- 
amble essential,  relating  to  it  in  so  far  as  it  tends  to  fix  the  character  of 
the  witness  on  whose  statement  the  investigation  is  offered  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  purpose  of  an  ambiguity  in  the  language  of  the 
enacting  clause  and  the  preamble  will  serve  to  show  what  the  mean- 
ing of  the  enacting  clause  is. 

Mr.  Howard.  It  is  supplying  an  additional  fact,  which  additional 
fact  attempts  to  fix  the  relation  of  A.  B.,  who  happened  to  be  a 
witness  in  the  investigation,  and  determine  his  character  as  such 
witness  to  that  investigation. 

Mr.  Brown.  In  answer  to  that  I  would  return  to  what  I  said;  I 
can  not  see  that  it  enlarges  the  scope  of  the  investigation,  but  I  plant 
myself  squarely  on  the  meaning  of  the  enacting  powers  of  this  reso- 
lution. I  would  like  to  add  to  that  that  I  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  very  question  that  has  been  asked  of  me  by  Mr.  Howard, 
and  I  have  examined  the  papers  with  reference,  to  that.  Now,  I 
have  examined  them  with  this  in  mind.  Of  course,  the  committee 
will  not  care  about  what  my  judgment  is  on  the  letters — they  will 
form  their  own  judgment 

Mr.  Howard.  Your  opinion  is  perfectly  good  for  the  purpose  of 
this  ai^iment. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  am  giving  that  simply  for  the  argument.  I  am 
looking  to  see  where  my  client  would  be  if  proceedings  were  taken 
in  some  form  or  other,  and  I  have  said  this,  if  my  judgment  is  right, 
and  the  papers  are  not  produced,  to  the  party  before  whom  the 
matter  comes,  that  I  would  believe  my  client  was  justified.     I  take 
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the  risk,  or  my  client  takes  the  risk  of  faulty  judgment  on  my  part 
in  not  producing  those  papers. 

Mr.  Howard.  Would  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation,  a  cir- 
culation that  included  this  committee's  observation,  which  would 
write  or  print  anything  that  would  be  a  contempt  to  the  committee — 

Mr.  Brown.  I  should  Uke  to  look  at  the  Constitution  a  little  further 
before  I  attempt  to  answer  that.  If  I  remember  the  Constitution,  for 
disorderly  conduct  on  the  part  of  Members  they  may  be  expelled  ^ith 
two-thiros  vote. 

Mr.  Howard.  No;  I  think  my  question  did  not  call  for  that  answer; 
it  is  the  general  proposition,  can  a  newspaper  of  circulation  that  pub- 
lishes anvtliing  concerning  the  committee,  whether  it  would  be  a  con- 
tempt of  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  would  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives itself,  if  the  reflection  was  on  the  House  or  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  could  bv  its  own  process  get  after  that  newspaper. 
I  do  not  know;  I  have  not  iiad  any  occasion  to  examine  that  question. 
There  might  be  some  difficulty  m  making  a  process  reach  for  dis- 
respect to  the  House.  Of  course,  if  it  were  slanderous  it  would  be 
judicial. 

Mr.  Howard.  I  am  trying  to  put  a  concrete  question  about  this 
committee.     I  am  speaking  of  this  committee. 

^Ir.  Brown.  I  am  unable  to  answer  that — I  do  not  know  whether 
the  House  could  proceed. 

Mr.  Howard.  Then  let  me  answer  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at 
my  full  argument.  Then  if  it  could  be  showTi  that  Mr.  Lilley,  a  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  wrote  letters  wliich  excited  such  criticisms,  it  being 
agreed  that  the  criticism  amounted  to .  contempt,  that  Mr.  Lilley 
wrote  letters  inciting  it,  if  the  paper  would  be  guilty  of  contempt, 
would  Mr.  Lilley  also  be  guilty  of  tne  contempt? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  proceeded  on  the  assumption  that  Mr.  Lilley 
or  anybody  else,  being;  a  Member  of  the  House,  might  be  guilty  of 
contempt;  that  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House  to  punish. 
My  point  has  been,  not  in  this  case,  not  with  this  committee,  but 
they  can  not  gather  facts  or  evidence  on  it  without  a  due  commission. 

Mr.  Howard.  Do  I  understand  you  to  state  that  there  are  two 
possible  contempts  on  this  committee,  one  created  by  statute  and 
another  inherent  in  its  power? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  call  them  both  contempt;  the  contempt  is 
acted  upon  in  the  House  itself  and  the  other  a  violation  of  the  statute, 
of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howard.  In  other  words,  you  have  got  a  statute  which  says 
that  the  failure  of  a  witness  to  respond  to  a  legal  process  in  an  inves- 
tigation concededly  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress 

Mr.  Brown.  In  a  pertinent  inquiry. 

Mr.  Howard.  Unquestionably — that  the  failure  to  show  favorable 
response  amounts  to  contumacy  wliich  the  committee  shall  report  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  BuowN.  I  do  not  necessarily  say  that.  I  admit  that  probably 
the  House  might  certify  under  the  statute  to  the  district  attorney  in 
Washington.  To  use  your  own  illustration,  Mr.  Lilley  used  toward 
this  committee  language  which  everybody  concedes  amounted  to  a 
contempt,  a  distinct  contempt,  in  itself  not  legally  different  from  a 
refusal  to  appear  and  testify  in  obedience  to  a  summons,  as  it  is  not 
necessary  to  go  through  some  process  before  punishment. 
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That  would  be  the  one  thing  I  would  call  contempt;  the  other  is 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Howard.  Now,  then,  would  it  be  pertinent  as  connected  with 
this  inquiry  for  this  committee  to  searcn  for  original  or  additional 
evidence  that  such  an  act  was  committed? 

Mr.  Brown.  As  I  understand  the  law  relating  to  contempt,  there 
are  two  kinds:  One  committed  in  the  presence  of  the  court — that  is 
the  one  you  refer  to — ^subject  to  summary  punishment  by  the  court 
on  its  own  knowledge,  being  an  immediate  commitment  without  call- 
ing witnesses  or  anything  of  the  kind.  That  is  what  is  called  crimi- 
nd  contempt.  Now,  there  is  another  kind  of  contempt  committed 
outside  of  the  court  room  and  not  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  either 
actual  or  constructively.  For  that  process  is  required.  The  man 
that  is  charged  with  contempt  is  brougnt  in,  and  he  can  offer  evidence. 
It  is  a  civil  contempt  as  I  understand  the  law,  absolutely  different. 
Now,  on  the  part  of  the  committee  it  is  asked  of  Mr.  Lilley  that  if  this 
letter  refers  to  disparaging  remarks,  it  is  to  show  what?  It  is  to 
compel  him  to  produce  evidence  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  contempt; 
not  to  show  the  contempt,  but  to  produce  evidence  that  he  has  been 
^ilty  of  the  contempt.  I  am  not  going  to  raise  the  fifth  amendment 
m  Yns  favor.  An  honorable  man  does  not  like  to  have  that  raised. 
I  do  raise  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  about  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  because  I  believe 
it  is  xmiversal  that  it  makes  no  difference  whether  an  officer  is  sent  by  a 
search  warrant  to  take  a  paper  by  force  or  a  subpoena  issued  to  com- 
pel the  production  of  it.  Tne  law  is  the  same.  I  should  have  stated 
under  the  fourth  amendment,  waiving  the  fifth  amendment,  I  claim 
that  Mr.  Lilley  is  not  liable  to  produce  this  paper.  I  say  it  respect- 
fully, the  power  to  make  him  produce  it  is  not  here  under  the  circum- 
stances, and,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  contents  of  these  letters  when- 
ever produced,  thej  are  not  pertinent  to  this  inquiry.  No  man  likes 
to  produce  his  pnvate  correspondence.  Under  the  fourth  amend- 
ment nobody,  no  person's  house,  property,  or  the  contents,  or  what- 
ever a  thing  it  may  be,  is  subject  to  unreasonable  searches  and 
seizures. 

I  expected  to  say  what  I  wanted  to  say  in  five  minutes.  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  been  asked  these  questions.  They  bring  information 
to  me  if  they  do  not  bring:  it  back  to  the  committee. 

At  the  expense  of  repetition  I  would  say  that  so  far  as  these  papers 
bearing  upon  the  cjuestion  of  disparaging  remarks  made  about  the 
situation  as  I  view  it  is  tliis:  Can  a  man  be  compelled  by  the  produc- 
tion of  papers  to  show  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  and  to 
show  before  a  committee  that  is  commissioned  by  a  resolution  bring- 
ing it  into  existence  to  inquire  into  certain  specific  matters  not 
relating  to  the  question  whether  a  Member  of  Congress  has  spoken 
disrespectfully  or  the  committee  or  not?  My  contention  is  tnat  it 
can  not  be  done;  it  must  be  done  in  another  way. 

Mr.  Howard.  Your  position  is  .that  it  can  be  done  for  other 
purposes. 

ilr.  Brown.  Not  with  this  committee.  I  would  not  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  the  House  of  Representatives  could  not  look  into  it. 
That  question  is  not  presented  to  me.  I  am  trying  to  speak  upon 
the  situation  exactly  as  it  exists  as  to  the  powers  of  this  committee 
under  the  resolution,  as  to  the  rights  of  Mr.  Lilley  as  a  Member  of 
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1907,  unlesB  on  or  before  October  1, 1908,  a  submarine  boat  of  different  type  and  of  full 
size  for  naval  warfare  shall  have  been  constructed  and  submitted  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  like  trial  and  by  such  like  trial  by  said  Department  demonstrated  to  be  not 
inferior  to  the  best  submarine  toipedo  ho9t  in  the  competitive  competition  above 
,  referred  to. 

Apart  from  specifically  providing  for  only  boats  of  the  diving  type 
like  that  of  the  Octopus,  tne  vessel  indirectly  described  in  the  above 
draft,  the  indulgence  offered  a  possible  competitor  is  so  limited  as  to 
mi^e  it  prohibitive.  The  Octopiis  was  contracted  for  March  6,  1905, 
and  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  Government  by  September  6,  1:906. 
The  vessel  was  not  launched  until  October  4, 1906;  sne  was  not  ready 
for  acceptance  test  until  April  of  1907 — assuming  that  she  had  then 
been  submitted  for  acceptance  trial  instead  of  the  competitive  tests 
which  took  place  at  that  time — and  the  vessel  is  still  undergoing 
repairs  and  has  not  been  finally  accepted  by  the  Government.  If  a 
rival  craft  must  meet  the  accomplishments  of  the  Octopus,  it  is  hardly 
to  be  expected  that  a  full-sized  vessel  fit  for  naval  warfare  could  l>e 
buUt  ana  ready  for  official  examination  between  the  passage  of  the 
foregoing  bill  and  the  1st  of  October  of  the  present  year.  It  was  the 
manifest  spirit  of  unf aimess  to  the  American  inventor  of  the  foregoing 
Congressional  provision  which  provoked  the  Hon.  George  L.  LiDey,  of 
Connecticut,  to  demand  the  present  investigation. 

That  the  United  States  Government  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
submariue  boat  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  we  have  built  or  building 
to-day  no  fewer  than  19  submarines,  representing  a  continuous 
encouragement  to  the  development  of  a  particular  type  of  such  boats 
during  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  and  involving  the  expenditure  and 
obligation  of  nearly  $4,500,000.  ThLs  sum  does  not  represent  the 
half  miUion  more  spent  in  repairs,  salvi^e,  administration,  and  the 
vitally  necessary  modifications  demanded  after  experiments. 

The  taxpayers  of  the  country  have  a  right  to  know  if  this  sub- 
stantial bounty  of  nearly  $5,000,000  has  brought  a  corresponding 
measure  of  national  security  against  the  day  of  possible  need.  The 
pubUc  has  a  right  to  know  if  all  of  the  sources  of  native  skill  have 
been  drawn  upon  in  this  developmental  work  pursued  by  the  Giovem- 
ment.  And  the  people  have  a  right  to  ask,  "Have  we  secured  the 
best  to  be  had  for  the  prices  paid?'' 

It  has  been  shown  by  competent  authorities  in  their  testimony 
before  Congressional  committees  that  the  prices  paid  for  the  sub- 
marines now  in  the  United  States  Navy  were  out  of  all  reason  unless 
jbhe  cost  of  development  had  been  borne  by  their  builders.  This  is  the 
crucial  point  of  tne  whole  question,  because  official  testimonv  shows 
that  the  prices  paid  were  nearly  double  the  cost  of  construction  plus 
a  handsome  profit. 

DID    THE    DESIOXEBS    AND    BUILDERS    PAY    FOR    THEIR    OWN    EXPERI- 
MENTATION? 

In  1896  the  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  was  awarded 
a  contract  for  one  submarine  boat,  later  known  as  the  Plunger. 
Speakingof  that  vessel,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Creecy,  on  behalf  of  the  John  P. 
HoUandTorpedo  Boat  Company,  testffied  on  June  11, 1901,  as  follows: 

When  wegot  to  the  Navy  Department,  the  Secretary  detennined  to  put  us  in  com- 
petition.   We  had  nothing  but  plans,  and  nobody  else  had  anything  but  plans. 
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It  is  not  vital  to  the  present  issue  to  go  into  the  details  of  construc- 
tion of  that  impracticable  craft.  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  those 
interested  have  stated  that  the  real  cause  of  the  boat's  failure  was  due 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Navy  Department  interfered  with  the 
original  design  and  insisted  upon  an  installation  of  steam  machinery 
and  other  features  not  contemplated  by  Mr.* Holland.  Rear- Admiral 
Greorge  W.  Melville,  in  his  evidence  before  Congress  in  Mav  of  1902, 
has  stamped  that  charge  as  absolut^lv  false;  and  the  author  has  in 
his  possession  plans  sent  him  hj  Mr.  Holland  bearing  date  of  June  12, 
1893 — a  week  prior  to  the  opening  of  bids  at  the  Navy  Department — 
in  which  a  steam  boiler  and  other  features  are  shown,  since  charged 
to  governmental  interference. 

Kear-Admiral  Melville  further  testified  that  the  board  on  construc- 
tion, of  which  he  vras  a  member,  were  unanimous  in  their  belief  that 
the  design  presented  by  Mr.  Holland  would  never  produce  a  successful 
boat;  but  ne  urged  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  then  Mr.  Herbert,  to 
award  a  contract  to  the  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  on 
the  groynd  that  Congress  had  provided  the  money  for  experimental 
purposes,  and  that  omy  by  carrying  out  the  intent  of  Congress  would 
they  be  able  to  prove  or  disprove  the  practicability  of  the  proposed 
craft.     That  was  the  beginnmg  of  Governmental  experimentation. 

As  the  Plunger  progressed  the  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company  was  paid  successive  installments  of  the  contract  price,  and 
these  part  payments  not  only  constituted  reimbursement  for  the  cost 
of  construction,  but  included  the  profit  the  contractors  expected  to 
make.  After  more  than  five  years  of  delated  construction — during 
which  time  the  boat  had  served  the  profitable  commercial  end  of  stock 
selling  and  advertising— she  was  utterly  abandoned,  and  the  money 
paid  out  by  the  Government  was  in  effect  refunded.  But  this  refund- 
ing  had  a  string  to  it.  The  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
imposed  as  a  condition  that  it  should  receive  a  new  contract  for  a  vessel 
of  later  design  but  of  about  half  of  the  promised  accomplishments  of 
the  original  Plunger  and  at  a  cost  of  $20,000  more.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, the  interest  on  the  ninety-odd  thousand  dollars  paid  out  dunng 
that  time  went  as  so  much  profit  to  the  Holland  Company,  and  not  a 
word  was  said  about  paying  to  the  Government  the  $80,000  in  penal- 
ties due  for  delay  whicK  had  accrued  against  the  Plunger  during  the 
five  years  of  her  building.  By  the  contract,  the  Plunger  was  to  nave 
been  completed  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  her  contract 
was  signed. 

In  1896  the  Holland  interest  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing 
for  the  construction  of  two  boats  of  Holland  design,  in  case  the 
Plunaer  should  prove  a  success;  but  at  the  time  of  tne  passage  of 
that  bill  the  keel  of  the  Plunger  had  not  even  been  laid.  The  John  P. 
Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company  recognized  that  it  could  not  hope 
to  profit  by  that  appropriation  if  the  Plunger  were  to  be  depended 
upon  to  that  end,  and  accordingly,  later  in  1896,  they  b^an  the  con- 
struction of  that  modest  httle  crart  since  known  as  the  HoUand. 

It  was  not  until  1898,  however,  that  this  small  boat  was  able  to 
maneuver  with  the  required  measure  of  certainty  and  security,  and 
it  was  not  until  1899  that  she  was  able  to  meet  the  indulgent  require- 
ments outlined  by  the  Department  with  due  regard  to  the  modest 
possibilities  of  that  particular  vessel. 
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This  is  what  Mr.  E.  B.  Frost,  then  secretary  of  the  company,  has 
said  regarding  the  reasons  for  building  the  tloUand.  His  letter  is 
dated  April  28,  1900,  and  was  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Eugene  Hale, 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs: 

The  rorapany  found,  after  a  year's  work  upon  the  Plwmjer,  that  she  could  not  be 
madej<)  bring  out  the  highest^developmente  of  the  art,  and  therefore  determined  to 
buildlhe  Holland  at  its  own  expense,  which  embodies  the  inventor's  most  advanced 
idea**.  The  nuccess  of  the  Holland  has  shown  the  wisdom  of  the  company  in  this 
respect. 

''The  highest  developments  of  the  art^^  was  submitted  to  the  Navy 
Department  in  1898  for  official  examination,  but  the  vessel  failed  to 
meet  the  Department's  reguirements,  modest  as  they  were.  After 
a  year's  delay,  during  which  time  persistent  efforts  were  made  to 
improve  the  vessel's  performances,  the  Holland  was  again  submitted 
for  test,  and  under  date  of  November  9,  1899,  a  board  of  naval  officers 
reported  upon  the  result  of  that  examination.  The  following  tabular 
statement  will  show  how  much  the  inventor's  ideas  had  really 
advanced  in  six  vears: 


DlflplrtToment  submerged 13s. 5  tons.  74      tons. 

Propelled  by 3    screws.         1      screw. 

Speed  when  light 16    knots.  5.3  knots. 

Speed ''awash* 14    knots.  4.73  knots. 

Speed  when  submerged 8    knots.  4      knots. 

Time  to  submerge  completely  from  light  condition 1     minute.  I6      minutes. 

Number  of  torpe<io  tufn's I      2  1 

Provision  for  escape  of  crew Some.  None. 

Upon  the  basis  of  total  submerged  displaciement — $150,000  being 
the  contract  price  for  the  Plunger  as  well  as  the  purchase  pribe  of  the 
HoUaiid — the  Plunger  was  to  cost  $1,083  a  ton.  while  tne  Holland 
actually  cost  not  less  than  $2,027  a  ton.  As  the  table  shows,  the 
Government  paid  a  very  tidy  figure  for  *^  the  inventor's  most  advanced 
ideas."  In  further  proof  oJ  what  this  means.  Secretary  Long,  under 
date  of  February  28,  1899,  sent  the  Hon.  Eugene  Hale  the  following 
illuminating  statement : 

Although  Hinaller.  the  Holland  is  less  complex  in  her  machinery  and  is  constructed 
accc^rding  to  plans  involving  less  expense  than  those  upon  which  the  Plunger  was  built. 

Rear- Admiral  George  W.  Melville,  U.  S.  Navy,  has  testified  that 
$70,000  was  a  reasonable  maximum  cost  for  the  Holland;  and  Mr. 
Francis  T.  Bowles — now  president  of  the  Fore  River  Shipbuilding 
Company — when  chief  constructor  of  the  Ignited  States  Navy, 
stated : 

My  ciilculatiouH  show  that  a  reasonable  cost,  with  a  hamlsonie  profit  to  the  con- 
tractor for  tlic  Wuta  now  building  {Adder  and  class  of  122  tons  submerged  displace- 
ment) wouhi  be  $89,459. 

The  Adder  class  cost  the  Government  $170,000  each.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  the  Government  has  paid  more  than  double  the  cost 
plus  a  handsome  profit — for  the  Holland  and  the  boats  of  the  Adder 
class,  and  that  despite  the  fact  that  the  money  provided  for  the 
Plunger  had  afforded  facihties  for  the  development  of  the  inventions 
incorporated  in  the  succeeding  boats.  This  acknowledgment  of 
indebtedness  to  governmental  bounty  has  been  subscribed  to  no  less 
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than  three  times  by  the  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
under  seal,  and  the  specific  language  of  that  admission  reads  as  follows 
and  bears  upon  the  question  or  possible  purchase  by  the  Government 
of  the  Holland  company's  patent  rights: 

In  aseessing  the  value  of  such  rights  said  board  shall  take  into  consideration  not 
only  the  value  of  the  property  but  also  the  fact  that  the  United  States  has  afforded 
tacilities  for  the  development  of  the  inventions  covered  by  such  rights  by  the  appro- 
priation of  money  to  build  the  Plunger. 

In  March  of  1899,  eight  months  before  the  Holland  was  tried  by  the 
naval  board,  her  promoters  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing 
for  the  construction  of  two  boats  similar  to  the  Holland.  In  June  of  the 
following  year  further  legislation  for  five  boats  of  the  Holland  type  was 
similarly  obtained,  and  by  the  language  of  the  bill  it  was  made  manda- 
tory that  the  Secretar}^  of  the  Xavy  should  contract  for  those  vessels; 
and  it  was  by  reason  of  the  laws  of  1899  and  1900  that  the  Holland 
was  purchased  and  seven  other  boats  of  the  Adder  class  ordered,  one 
of  wnich,  the  Plunger^  was  to  take  the  place  of  the  original  boat  of 
that  name  which  had  been  abandoned  unfinished.  By  the  terms  of 
the  contracts  these  seven  new  boats  were  to  be  delivered  within  periods 
varying  from  eight  to  eleven  months  from  the  dates  of  their  contract — 
making  a  total  aggregate  of  working  time  amounting  to  sixty-six 
monthS.  In  excess  of  this  constnictional  period,  there  was  an  aggre- 
gate delay  in  delivery  of  all  of  these  boats  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
months,  representing  penalties  incurred  amounting  to  nearly  $310,000, 
not  one  cent  of  w^hicn  was  ever  imposed  or  collected,  so  indulgent 
was  the  Government  in  this  matter.  By  far  the  longest  delays 
incurred  were  those  due  to  the  final  adjustment  of  the  vessels  in 
preparation  for  their  official  trials — and  in  most  cases  these  delays 
covered  periods  of  eighteen  months  or  more  after  the  Government 
had  made  four-fifths  of  the  payments  due  under  the  contracts.  Mr. 
Isaac  Ric^,  president  of  the  company,  has  explained  in  a  fashion 
how  some  of  this  delay  was  incurred;  and  he  tells  us,  in  substance, 
that  even  before  his  company  had  secured  the  contracts  for  the  seven 
boats  in  1900  they  began  to  build  the  Fulton  as  an  experimental  craft. 
This  is  what  he  has  said  further: 

The  Fulton  was  an  oxperini(*nt,  and  an  chanp^os  have  proved  themHelvcH  on  her 
from  time  to  time  we  tore  thin<rs  out  and  put  other  thincs  in  and  gave  the  (Jovern- 
ment  the  benefit  of  that  without  one  cent  of  charge. 

If  the  Fulton  was  an  experiment,  then  the  entire  group  of  boats 
of  the  Adder  class  contracted  for  in  1900  were  also  experiments  for 
which  the  Government  was  to  pay;  and  the  prime  object  in  building 
the  Fulton  was  to  find  out  possible  errors  by  building  first  one  boat 
instead  of  multiplying  the  mistakes  simultaneously  on  seven.  It  is 
perfectly  plain  that  up  to  the  time  the  Jolui  P.  Holland  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  securea  the  contracts  for  the  boats  in  1900  it  had  no 
sufficient  guarantee  of  experience  to  warrant  the  claims  and  prom- 
ises advanced  under  the  terms  of  those  contracts.  Mr.  Rice  has  fur- 
ther said  in  his  testimony  before  Congress,  in  1902: 

The  performance  of  the  Fulton  was  something  beyond  anything  that  was  ever 
expected. 

As  the  record  of  the  Fulton  shows  her  to  have  fallen  behind  the 
contract  requirements  of  the  Adder  and  class,  and  remembering  that 
Mr.  Lewis  Nixon,  on  behalf  of  the  Holland  Company — after  the 
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FuUon  had  been  *^ proved'*  by  her  builders — asked  for  a  material 
reduction  in  the  speed  requirements  of  the  boats  of  the  Adder  class 
then  building,  one  call  reasonably  ask  what  did  the  Holland  Com- 
pany expect  to  produce  when  it  made  its  promises  in  1900? 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  United  States  Government  from  the 
very  beginning  was  footing  the  bill  for  the  Holland  Company's  experi- 
ments, and  further  that  the  national  purse  was  beii^  taxed  very 
heavily  to  provide  a  profit  for  the  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat 
Company. 

(To  be  continued.) 


[Scientilic  American  Supplement,  March  28,  1908.] 

THE  EELATIOir  OF  THE  OOVEENMENT  TO  THE  DEVELOPKENT 
OF  SUBHARHrE  VESSELS— n. 

[In  publishing  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  R.  G.  Skerrett,  the  editor  diBclaima  all 
responsibility  for  the  statements  made.] 

ARE  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  IN  ANY  WAY  EXCLUSIVELY  SECURED 
FOR  THE  HEAVY  DRAIN  U^PON  THEIR  PURSE  FOR  THIS  EXPERIMENTAL 
WORK? 

Early  in  January  of  1901  the  John  P.  Holland  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany addressed  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  regarding  additional  legislation  in 
the  following  manner: 

The  company  has  spent  about  $1,000,000  in  developing  the  submarine  boat,  an 
invention  tnat  is  of  no  benefit  commercially  to  anyone,  and  can  only  be  used  in  the 
defense  of  the  harbors  and  coasts  of  the  United  States.  It  has  a  trained  body  of  engi- 
neers, electricians,  officers  and  crew,  that  have  for  years  been  in  the  service  of  the 
company  at  the  company's  expense  studying  and  perfecting  work  that  is  only  useful 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  ' 

Rear-Admiral  George  W.  Melville,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  his  testimony 
before  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  stateH 
that  the  five  Hotland  submarines  originally  oraered  by  the  British 
Admiralty  were  contracted  for  in  the  fall  of  1900 — prior  to  the  date 
of  the  foregoing  letter. 

A  considerable  measure  of  further  enlightenment  regarding  the 
degree  of  patriotism  of  this  company  can  be  gathered  from  the  writ- 
ings of  Sir  William  H.  White,  K.  C.  B.,  formerly  chief  constructor 
of  the  British  navv'.  Sir  William  had  this  to  say  in  one  of  his  con- 
tributions to  the  London  Times  in  1905: 

It  may  be  worth  statinjp,  although  the  facts  should  be  obvious  and  the  statement 
involves  no  breach  of  omcial  conndence,  that  everything  done  in  France  and  the 
United  States  from  1895  onward  in  connection  with  submarine  conBtruction  was 
tiioroughly  well  known  and  carefully  considered  by  the  Admiralty  at  the  time.  French 
experience,  of  course,  could  not  be  made  available,  and  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance 
that  at  the  critical  moment  the  Holland  Company  came  forward,  placing  the  BriUdi 
navv  in  a  position  to  benefit  by  their  experience  and  information. 

The  Admiralty  thus  insured  success  in  preliminary  orders  for  submarine  veeselB, 
because  they  acquired  the  accumulated  experience  of  the  Holland  Company  and  of 
Mr.  Holland  himself,  with  a  guaranty  that  further  improvements  made  in  the  United 
States  during  the  continuance  of  the  agreement  should  be  placed  at  their  disposal 
through  Messrs.  Vickers. 
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HAVE  ALL  CREDITABLE  SOURCES   BEEN  DRAWN  UPON   IN  DEVELOPING 
THE    SUBMARINE   VESSELS   FOR   THE   IGNITED   STATES   NAVY? 

Up  to  and  inclusive  of  1901  the  Navy  Departmenl  had  not  asked 
Congress  to  legislate  for  more  vessels  of  that  sort.  The  acts  of  1896, 
1899,  and  1900  were  the  result  of  promotive  influences  exerted  upon 
Congress.  The  Navy  Department  was  waiting  to  see  how  the  origmal 
Plunger^  contracted  for  m  1895,  would  perform  when  finished.     In 

1901,  while  the  Navy  had  proof  of  the  Holland  Company's  skill  only 
in  the  very  modest  performance  of  the  little  UoUana,  the  promoters 
of  that  boat  were  Dusy  in  Congress  endeavoring  to  secure  further 
le^lation  for  a  large  number  of  vessels  of  that  particular  type. 
About  this  time  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  was  called 
to  the  possibilities  of  another  type  of  submarine  vessel,  and  so  im- 
pressed were  the  officials  of  the  Department  with  the  merits  of  this 
new  design — then  having  under  advisement  a  letter  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives regarding  the  advisability  of  ordering  more  Holland  boats — 
that  the  board  of  naval  officers  responded  in  part  as  follows: 

Should  Congress  see  fit  to  authorize  any  more  submarine  boats,  the  Board  is  of  the 
opinion  that  no  special  type  should  be  specified,  but  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Buould  be  given  aiscretion  to  contract  for  such  boats  as  in  his  judgment  are  likely  to 
I>rove  the  most  efficient  and  best  suited  for  naval  purposes,  thus  opening  up  compe- 
tition and  giving  other  inventors  a  chance. 

This  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Department  and  the  advent  of 
another  type  of  boat  prevented  legislation  for  the  Holland  Company 
in  1901. 

The  promoters  of  the  new  type  of  boat,  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat 
Company,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  confided  in  the  verbal  assurances  of 
departmental  officials  that  should  the  company  build  a  boat  at  its 
own  expense  and  submit  it  to  the  Government  for  test,  the  Navy 
Department  would  be  only  too  glad  to  give  it  a  careful  and  serious 
examination  with  a  view  to  possible  purchase.  This  company  of 
enterprising  men — so  much  faith  had  it  in  Mr.  Simon  Lake's  boat — 
went  down  into  its  pocket  and  began  the  construction  of  a  vessel 
representing  an  outlay  of  probably  $200,000.  There  was  no  helping 
hand  from  the  Government  in  this  case.     On  the  1st  of  November, 

1902,  the  boat  was  launched,  and  within  eighteen  months  from  the 
date  her  keel  was  laid  she  was  ready  and  running — an  example  of 
successful  expedition  unequaled  by  the  record  of  any  of  the  subma- 
rines yet  built  for  the  United  States  Navy.  Early  in  1903  the  boat 
was  ready,  and  the  Navy  Department  was  so  advised. 

The  Holland  Company  was  not  disposed  to  allow  this  new  rival  to 
walk  into  the  field  of  submarine  construction  and  to  secure  recogni- 
tion without  making  a  stiff  fight  to  retain  exclusive  patronage. 
Accordingly,  in  1902,  the  Holland  Company  sought  to  secure  an 
appropriation  for  additional  boats  of  its  own  particular  type.  Its 
efforts  brought  matters  to  a  climax  in  Congress  and  resulted  m  hear- 
ings before  the  Naval  Committee  that  are  mil  of  enlightening  details. 
No  appropriation  was  passed  for  submarines  during  that  session,  the 
testimony  before  the  Naval  Committees  beiE^  distinctly  discouraring 
to  any  further  partisan  legislation.  The  chief  constructor,  then  Mr. 
Francis  T.  Bowles,  going  on  record  as  opposed  to  appropriating 
money  for  any  particular  type,  further  recommended  that  not  more 
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than  one  boat  should  be  ordered  from  any  competing  l>uilder  of  sub- 
marine vessels^  Mr.  Bowles's  whole  contention  being  inspired  by 
what  he  considered  the  best  interests  of  the  Government  and  the 
advancement  or  the  art. 

In  March  of  1903  Congress  passed  a  bill  appropriating  $500,000 
and  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  purchase  suSsurface  or 
submarine  boats  after  due  competitive  tests  with  the  submarines 
then  in  the  Navy — the  Adder  and  Mocca^n,  built  by  the  Holland 
Company,  having  been  finished  and  placed  in  commission  at  New- 
port, R.  I. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company 
tendered  its  boat  to  the  Navy  Department,  under  date  of  June  1, 1903, 
for  competitive  test,  a^eeable  to  the  law,  with  the  boats  then  in  the 
Navy,  and  in  commission  at  Newport.  The  Holland  Company 
objected  to  this  on  the  score  that  it  had  overhauled  and  modified  its 
former  test  boat,  the  FvUoUy  and  requested  the  indulgence  of  a  delay 
until  some  time  in  September,  when  it  hoped  to  have  the  FuUon 
ready  for  official  examination.  There  were  successive  delays,  and  the 
Fulton  was  not  actually  submitted  for  test  until  the  latter  part  of  May 
of  1904.  The  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company,  which  had  not  had  the 
benefit  of  governmental  aid  and  which  was  bearing  all  the  while  a 
burden  of  expense  due  to  postponement  of  trials,  grew  impatient 
over  these  delays,  and  again  besought  the  Department  to  allow  the 
competitive  trials  to  proceed  with  one  of  the  rival  type  of  the  Adder 
class.  In  response  to  the  insistence  of  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany, the  matter  was  referred  to  Capt.  C.  J.  Train,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior 
member  of  the  board  of  inspection  and  survey,  who  had  learned  of 
the  performances  of  the  Protector.  Congressman  E.  J.  Hill,  of  Con- 
necticut, is  responsible  for  our  knowledge  of  what  took  place  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Captain  Train.  Mr.  HiU  said  to  the 
Secretary  and  Captain  Train: 

Gentlemen,  I  ask  you  now  to  cany  out  the  spirit  of  the  legislation  of  last  year  and 
put  a  Government  boat  in  this  competition;  you  have  six  of  them.  Captain  Train 
replied  to  me:  ''It  is  absolutely  useless;  I  am  ready  to  admit  now  that  the  ProUctcfr 
outclasses  anything  which  the  Government  has." 

The  Holland  Company  began  with  the  Plu7U/er,  and,  as  Mr.  Creecy 
has  said,  it  had  notning  to  show  but  plans.  That  vessel  was  a  fail- 
ure. The  Holland  Company  next  built  the  Holland,  which  repre- 
sented *'the  inventor's  most  advanced  ideas/'  and  we  have  already 
seen  how  far  she  came  from  realizing  the  achievements  promised  for 
the  Plunger.  The  Government  bought  the  HoUand  and  ordered 
seven  larger  boats  of  the  Adder  class,  paying  for  the  Holland  Com- 
pany's experimenting  by  a  substantial  encouragement  amounting  to 
$1,190,000.  On  the  other  hand,  at  its  own  expense,  the  Lake  Tor- 
pedo Boat  Company  built  the  Protector,  and  in  its  first  vessel  sur- 
passed, so  Captain  Train  admitted,  anytliing  yet  realized  by  its  busi- 
ness rival,  urowing  utterly  weaiy  of  contmual  postponements  and 
failure  to  have  its  boat  tried  out  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  the 
law  of  1903,  this  enterprising  firm  sold  the  Protector  to  Russia,  and 
upon  the  performance  of  that  craft  in  the  Baltic  five  more  of  the  same 
sort  were  ordered  at  once  and  a  short  while  afterwards — the  vessel 
continuing  to  win  official  approval — ^still  more  of  far  greater  dis- 
placement and  military  possibilities  were  contracted  for. 
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In  1904  Congress  again  offered  encouragement  to  open  competi- 
tion, and  raised  the  appropriation  of  the  year  preceding  by  *350,000 — 
making  the  total  sum  available  $850,000. 

It  was  not  until  after  it  became  known  that  the  Frotedor  was  dis- 
mantled and  would  probably  not  be  again  ready  for  trial  before  the 
fall  of  1904 — she  was  really  being  got  ready  for  shipment  abroad — 
that  the  Holland  Company  notified  the  Navy  Department  that  it 
would  submit  the  Fulton  for  test  some  time  in  May.  Accordingly 
the  FuUon  was  tried  out  at  Newport  during  the  last  days  of  May  and 
the  early  part  of  June,  and,  while  her  speed  performances  showed  her 
to  be  inferior  to  her  sister  boats  of  the  Adaer  class,  still,  because  of 
certain  minor  modifications,  the  board  reported  her  to  be  on  the 
whole  an  improvement  upon  her  classmates;  and  while  not  recom- 
mending the  purchase  of  the  FuUon,  it  did  recommend  the  ordering 
of  larger  boats  which  were  to  be  improvements  upon  this  latter  ves- 
sel. These  new  boats  were  to  be  experimental  and  the  Government 
was  to  pay  the  cost. 

As  soon  as  the  Protector  had  been  sold  to  Russia,  the  Lake  Torpedo 
Boat  Company  began  the  construction  of  an  improved  Protector^ 
which  it  notified  the  Department  would  be  duly  submitted  for  official 
test  agreeably  to  the  act  of  1904.     Here  again  there  was  trouble. 

Although  the  Protector  had  been  oificiaUy  acknowledged  by  Cap- 
tain Train  to  be  superior  to  the  Adder  class,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  later  Lake  boat  would  improve 
upon  her  predecessor,  still  the  Navy  Department  showed  no  real 
disposition  to  give  this  second  evidence  or  enterprise  the  reasonable 
indulgence  in  time  that  an  undertaking  of  this  sort  warranted — 
although  the  rival  company  had  been  given  eleven  months  in  which 
to  perfect  its  boat  after  the  Lake  Company  had  pronounced  the 
Protector  ready. 

As  we  have  seen,  all  of  the  boats  of  the  Adder  class  were  many 
months  behind  the  promised  dates  of  their  delivery  to  the  Govern- 
ment, yet  this  second  boat  offered  by  the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Com- 
pany was  built,  launched,  and  running  within  seven  months  from 
the  day  her  keel  was  laid.  This  vessel,  commonly  known  as  the 
Simon  Lake  X,  was  built  at  Newport  News,  Va.  The  Department 
declined  to  test  the  vessel  in  the  nearby  waters  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  insisted  that  the  boat  should  be  tried  in  the  waters  of  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  which  was  then  full  of  ice  and  would  probably  not  per- 
mit of  the  proper  trial  of  th^  vessel  before  some  time  in  April— meaning 
a  delay  of  two  months  or  more.  Again,  the  Lake  Company  had  a 
ready  market  for  its  vessel,  and  the  Boat  was  sold  to  Russia  without 
further  delay. 

The  Holland  interests  secured  orders  for  four  boats  under  the  com- 
bined appropriations  of  1903  and  1904;  and  one  of  these  vessels,  the 
Octopus — the  largest  and  best — is  still  in  her  builders'  hands  because 
of  a  mechanical  breakdown  during  the  time  of  her  acceptance  trials 
last  summer. 

In  1906  Congress  again  appropriated  for  submarine  boats  and  pro- 
vided $500,000  for  that  puipose,  limiting  the  time  in  which  boats 
could  be  submitted  imder  that  law  to  a  period  not  exceeding  nine 
months  from  the  date  of  thepassage  of  the  act.  Agreeably  to  that  law, 
the  Lake  Torpedo  Boat  Company  notified  the  Navy  Department 
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that  it  would  submit  for  trial  a  third  boat,  the  Lake,  which  had  been 
built  by  this  concern  at  its  own  expense.  The  Department^ then 
appointed  a  board  for  the  purpose  of  prescibing  a  general  programme 
for  competitive  tests  and  purchase  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1906.  This  board,  for  some  reason  that  nas  never  been 
explained — even  though  the  Department  had  been  notified  of  the 
readiness  of  the  Lcike — set  February  18,  1907,  as  the  time  and  Narra- 
gansett  Bay  as  the  place  for  trials,  regretting  incidentally  that  the 
tests  must  be  completed  by  March  29,  1907,  oecause  the  climate  in 
Narragansett  Bay  m  February  is  very  severe. 

In  March  of  1907  another  act  was  passed  extending  the  time  of 
test  period  and  authorizing  a  total  appropriation  of  $3,000,000.  In ' 
this  case,  however,  the  act  was  passea  in  such  form  that  the  wording 
became  virtually  partisan  legislation.  The  Octopus,  the  biggest  (3 
the  Holland  boats  then  under  construction  at  the  Government's 
expense,  and  nearing  her  tardy  completion,  was^made^the  standard, 
and  the  act>ead  as  follows: 

No  part  of  this  appropriation  to  be  expended  for  any  boat  that  does  not  in  such  test 
prove  to  be  equal,  mthe  judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  best  boat  now 
owned  by  the  United  States  or  under  contract  therefor,  and  no  penalties  under  this 
limitation  shall  be  imposed  by  reason  of  any  delay  in  the  delivery  of  said  boat  due  to 
the  submissionjor  participation  in  the  comparative  trials  aforesaid. 

This  act  completely  changed  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  1906  under  which 
the  Lake  Company  had  submitted  the  LaJce  to  the  Navy  Department 
for  test  agreeably  to  that  company's  letter  of  July,  1906.  The  Lake 
had  not  been  built  to  meet  any  specific  requirements,  and,  naturally, 
being  the  third  boat  the  company  had  built  at  its  own  expense  for 
governmental  test,  the  Lake  firm  did  not  strive  for  exceptional  speed, 
which  always  represents  a  corresponding  increase  in  cost.  She  was 
designed,  however,  to  be  a  thoroughly  efficient  instrument  of  war 
and  a  valuable  addition  to  any  naval  service. 

Apart  from  being  guaranteed  against  the  imposition  of  accrued 
penalties  due  to  ddayed  consti*uction  of  the  Octopus,  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  was  permitted  to  enter  in  this  contest  a  craft  for 
which  the  United  States  had  borne  the  cost  of  experimental  develop- 
ment; and  to  win,  all  that  the  Electric  Boat  Company  had  to  do 
was  to  make  the  Octopus  live  up  to  the  contract  requirements  under 
which  she  had  been  ordered.  Had  the  standard  of  performance 
been  made  equal  to  results  secured  in  Europe  upon  a  corresponding 
displacement,  the  Electric  Boat  Company  would  have  been  con- 
fronted with  a  task  that  would  not  have  placed  the  Octopus  in  the 
same  favorable  fight. 

Naturally,  under  the  circumstances,  the  LaJce  could  not  be  expected 
to  make  a  superior  showing;  and  because*  of ^ the  restrictive  wording 
of  the  law  the  major  part  of^the  appropriation  went; to  the  Electric 
Boat  Company  and  seven  boats  were  ordered  from  that  concern. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  however,  was  fully  persuaded  that  the 
boats  of  the  Lake  type  possessed  distinct  merits,  and  he  beUeved 
that  that  company  could  produce  vessels  of  high  miUtary  value; 
but  he  felt  obhged  to  defer  to  the  Attorney-General  for  an  opinion 
regarding  the  Department's  power  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
Lake  firm  in  view  of  the  wording  of  the  law  of  1907.  The  Attorney- 
General  decided  that  the  Department  could  so  contract  with  that 
company.     Secretary  Metcalf,  therefore,  has  ordered  a  boat  of  the 
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Lake  type  of  500  tons  ^displacement,  but  not  one  penny  is  to  be  paid 
until  the  vessel  has  been  finished  and  tried  and  formally  accepted 
by  the  Navy  Department.  Once  again  the  Lake  firm  is  obliged  to 
foot  this  bill  ana  to  embark  upon  a  fourth  enterprising  venture  to 
secure  governmental  recognition.  This  is  entirely  contrary  to  the 
character  of  the  contracts  with  the  Electric  Boat  Company,  which 
receives  regular  installments  from  the  Government  as  the  work  on 
its  vessels  proceeds — the  question  of  the  meeting  of  the  contract 
terms  being,  of  course,  undecided  imtil  tlTe  vessels  have  been  actually 
tried. 

If  the  vessels  of  the  Holland  type  are  all  that  is  claimed  for  them, 
there  should  be  no  need  of  so  wording  the  present  appropriation  bill 
that  the  field  should  be  narrowed  down  to  boats  of  their  particular 
type;  their  merit  would  speak  for  itself. 

The  inventive  mind  of  America  is  too  fertile  to  be  hedged  in  by 
legislative  prescription,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  native  genius  and  to 
national  security  that  our  money  should  be  allowed  to  produce  for 
us  the  best  instrument  or  means  of  seaboard  defense  that  the  state 
of  the  art  can  provide.  No  sane  student  of  naval  affairs  now  denies 
recognition  to  submarine  craft,  but  he  realizes,  nevertheless,  that  the 
art  is  essentiaDv  a  new  one,  that  it  is  experimental,  and  that  devel- 
opments and  changes  are  likely  to  be  both  rapid  and  radical.  Let 
Congress  recognize  these  facts  and  keep  the  field  open  to  everyone. 

Robert  G.  Skerrett. 

15  WnjJAM  Street,  New  York,  March  12, 1908. 


[Scientific  American,  March  21,  1908.— Editorial.] 

COHPETinOir  IS  subhaxise  cohstbtjction. 

The  matter  of  submarine  legislation  has  reached  a  critical  point  in 
this  country,  and  the  letter  on  the  subject,  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Skerrett,  pub- 
lished in  the  current  issue  of  the  Supplement,  calls  for  serious  consid- 
eration alike  in  the  name  of  the  American  inventor,  our  seaboard 
defense,  and  the  general  development  of  the  art  of  submarine  navi- 
gation. Nearly  all  of  the  maritime  nations  of  the  earth  have  given 
practical  recognition  to  submarine  craft.  France  has  gone  through 
all  the  vexations  of  thrashing  out  this  subject,  and  has  paid  a  very 
heavy  price  for  the  lessons  she  has  learned.  Next  in  the  importance 
of  the  work  done  comes  Great  Britain,  and  after  Great  Britain.  Russia, 
Italy,  Germany,  Austria,  Norway,  and  Sweden  fall  into  tne  order 
named  in  the  respective  importance  of  their  work  in  this  field. 

All  of  these  countries  have  settled  upon  an  even-keel  method  of 
submergence  for  their  latest  boats.  It  should  be  explained  that  the 
"diving"  or  plun^ng  type,  to  which  the  Holland  boats  belong,  sub- 
merges on  an  inclined  keel,  pointing  nose  downward.  The  submersi- 
ble type,  as  represented  by  the  Lake  boats,  submerges  on  an  even 
keel  by  means  of  hydroplanes.  The  undeniable  trend  in  European 
countries  is  toward  a  sea-keeping  type  of  craft  of  the  "submersiole*' 
order.  This  is  particularly  true  of  Great  Britain,  which  began  her  sub- 
marine construction  in  1900  by  ordering  five  boats  of  the  Holland 
design,  which  were  duplications  of  the  Adder  class  then  building  for 
33799— PT  XIX— 08 2 


1802  HBABINOS  ON   HOUSE  RESOLUTION   288. 

the  United  States  Navy.  These  boats  were  bought  as  a  basis  for 
experiment,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  is  authority  for  the 
.statement  that, '  'even  before  the  first  Holland  submarine  was  launched, 
they  had  alread;^  evolved  and  laid  down  what  is  known  as  the  'A' 
type.''  The  accidents  that  followed  among  the  vessels  of  this  class, 
and  especially  the  self-impelled  pluiige  of  the  unfortunate  A  8y  led 
the  Aamiralty  to  considerably  modify  the  method  of  submergence 
when  they  built  the  boats  of  the  "B*'  class.  To  avoid  the  initio 
headlong  plunge  of  the  divins:  type,  the  British  Admiralty  fitted 
hydroplanes  on  the  boats  of  tne'^'B''  class,  and  were  thus  able  to 
make  the  vessel  submerge  more  nearly  onf  an  even  keel.  This  feature 
was  improved  upon  in  the  boats  of  the  "C"  class  that  followed,  and  it 
.is  said  that  the  vessels  of  the  ''D''  class  will  be  essentially  even- 
keeled  boats.  At  the  same  time,  the  reserve  of  bouvancy  of  the 
British  submarines  has  been  materially  improved,  ana  their  super- 
structures so  increased  as  to  substantially  bring  them  into  the  sub- 
mersible class.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  these  vessels  have  radically 
departed  from  the  Holland  type  of  boats  which  formed  the  basis  for 
their  development,  and  it  is  not  correct  to  liken  the  British  craft  to 
the  Holland  submarines  built  or  building  for  the  United  States  Navy. 

Mr.  Francis  T.  Bowles,  when  chief  constructor  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  gave  much  serious  study  to  the  matter  of  submarine  craft,  and 
he  informed  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  I^use  of  Representatives  in 
1902  that  '*most  people  who  studied  the  submarine  boat  held  the 
opinion  that  it  is  tetter  to  change  levels  while  under  way  by  main- 
taining a  level  keel,  and  that  would  be  by  the  use  of  what  are  called 
hydroplanes.''  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Bowles  prophetically 
anticipated  the  opinion  since  confirmed  by  every  European  experi- 
menter in  this  branch  of  naval  architecture. 

Apart  from  the  advantages  of  safety  and  control  thus  secured,  and 
aside  from  the  facility  with  which  this  system  of  control  can  be  mas- 
tered by  men  new  to  the  work,  the  even-keel  submergence  offers  the 
best  lines  for  development  and  increase  of  displacement,  because  the 
vessel's  length  is  not  a  feature  that  affects  the  safety  with  which  the 
boats  mayT>e  submerged  in  moderate  depths  of  water.  As  subma- 
rine vessels  increase  in  length  and  in  submerged  speed,  the  risk  of 
striking  the  bottom  head-on  grows  if  the  vessel  must  be  made  to  sub- 
merge by  plunging  bow  first,  and  every  foot  that  is  added  to  her 
length  increases  the  risk,  even  when  a  change  of  trim  is  made  of  only 
a  few  degrees. 

Congress  has  taken  the  attitude — so  far  as  the  bill  recently  re- 
ported by  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
mav  be  taken  as  an  index — of  favoring  still  further  the  diving  type 
of  Doat;  and  this  in  the  face  of  the  unanimous  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  type  which  submerges  on  an  even  keel  which  is  entertained  abroad. 
It  seems  to  us  that  the  time  has  come  to  call  a  halt  in  this  legislative 
adherence  to  one  type,  and  that  it  is  time  that  the  Government  gave 
serious  consideration  to  the  even-keel  type,  which  has  become  stand- 
ard in  European  practice. 

The  submarine  boat  is  even  yet  in  the  early  stages  of  its  develop- 
ment; and  now  that  the  Government  has  entered  upon  the  construc- 
.tion  of  submarines  on  an  extensive  scale,  we  may  look  for  the  appear- 
ance of  yet  other  competitive  submarine-boat  builders  in  the  American 
market.     It  is  only  fair  to  them  and  to  the  nation  that  all  of  them 
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shoiild  be  giv^n  a  fair  chance  in  assisting  the  country  to  produce 
vessels  equal  to,  if  not  the  superior  of,  those  being  built  abroad. 
Open  competition  will  not  only  reduce  the  cost  per  ton  of  the  boat, 
but  it  will  act  as  a  spur  to  the  inventive  mind,  and  will  enlist  the 
country's  best  technical  skill  in  a  rivalry  that  must  result  in  national 
benefit. 

We  draw  attention  to  Mr.  Skerrett's  letter  in  the  Supplement  as 
presenting  the  view  of  one  who  believes  that  the  field  of  competition 
nas  not  been  free  from  the  bias  of  partiality.  As  to  how  far  he  proves 
his  case  it  is  not  for  us  to  say,  but  the  letter  is  illuminating,  as  giving 
a  clear  view  of  one  side  of  the  present  submarine  controversy.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are,  however,  m  a  fair  way  to  be  establishea  by  the 
investigation  now  being  conducted  by  Congress  into  the  charges 
preferred  by  Congressman  Lilley. 


[Harper's  Weekly,  April  4,  1908.] 

THE  INVISIBLE  NAVY. 
By  Robert  G.  Skbrrett. 

The  partisans  of  the  submarine  type  of  naval  vessel  have  precipi- 
tated a  pretty  wrangle  in  Congress  bV  dropping  two  of  the  four  battle 
ships  recommended  by  the  ^avy  Department,  and  substituting  in 
their  stead  an  additional  number  of  imder-water  craft.  Apart  from 
raising  a  rumpus  in  the  Capitol,  this  action  has  fostered  widespread 
and  erroneous  ideas  concerning  the  real  value  of  submarine  vessels. 

Whatever  may  be  the  present  fighting  worth  of  the  submarine 
boat — and  it  has  an  admitted  value — it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  serious- 
minded  student  of  naval  affairs  willing  to  jeopardize  his  reputation 
by  comparing  the  fighting  eflSciency  of  the  submarine  to  that  of  the 
modem  battle  ship.  •  The  battle  ship  and  the  submarine  boat  have 
distinct  fields  of  usefulness,  and  the  standard  of  naval  power  is  now 
and  probably  always  will  be  based  upon  the  number  of  battle  ships 
available.  Should  Congress,  however,  provide  for  more  submarine 
boats,  the  field  should  be  open  to  all  builders  and  inventors  because 
of  the  rapid  devi?lopments  tnat  are  taking  place ;  and  it  behooves  the 
American  people  to  know  something  about  the  present  state  of  the 
art  in  this  new  field  of  naval  construction. 

Only  a  few  j^ears  ago  all  under-water  boats  were  called  submarines, 
and  no  effort  was  made  to  indulge  in  precise  distinctions.  This  per- 
sisted until  1897,  when  Monsieur  Laubeuf ,  of  the  French  navy,  brought 
out  his  boat,  the  Narval,  which,  hy  Way  of  designation,  he  termed  a 
"submersible.*'  His  idea  was  to  characterize  nis  craft  as  a  vessel 
that  might  be  submerged,  but  which  ordinarily  was  to  run  on  the 
surface,  and  to  have  there  much  of  the  outward  appearance  common 
to  the  French  torpedo  boats  of  that  date.  Monsieur  Laubeuf  had 
built  the  Narval  m  competition  with  the  older  submarine  Gusiave 
ZSdi — a  vessel  lying  very  low  upon  the  water,  built  with  a  cigar- 
shaped  form  of  hull,  and  possessing  very  limited  endurance  and  hab- 
itability.  Because  of  her  form  or  hull  the  Gustave  ZSde  abo  had  a 
tendency  to  plunge  head  first  when  running  submerged,  and  despite 
improved  methods  of  control  it  has  never  bpen  possible  to  make  her 
run  with  less  than  an  inclination  of  5^.     When  pitching  and  rolling 
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she  freauently  spilt  the  acid  out  of  her  batteries,  and  this  made  the 
atmospnere  within  the  boat  quite  unbearable.  In  order  to  give  his 
vessel  sea-keeping  qualities,  Monsieur  Laubeuf  shaped  her  hull  like 
that  of  a  siu'f ace  craft.  This  gave  her  a  considerable  measure  of  free- 
board or  body  above  water,  and  offset  the  inherent  tendency  to  dive 
peculiar  to  the  cigar-shaped  hull.  In  addition  to  this,  he  fitted  his 
Doat  with  hydroplanes — side  fins,  or  submerging  rudders — symmet- 
rically disposed  forward  and  aft,  and  by  means  of  these  he  was  able 
to  force  the  Narval  under  water  on  an  even  keel,  thus  avoiding  all  risk 
of  spilling  the  electrolyte  out  of  his  batteries  or  assuming  hazardous 
inclmations. 

All  submarine  vessels  are  brought  to  a  condition  of  readiness  to  sub- 
merge by  taking  in  watep  ballast  in  suitably  arranged  and  controlled 
tanfe.  Tliis  causes  more  of  the  boat  to  sink  below  the  water's  sur- 
face, and  finally  leaves  her  with  only  a  small  part  of  her  conning 
tower  out  of  water.  The  remaining  part  above  water  represents 
what  is  called  *^  reserve  buoyancy."  Tnis  buoyancy  varies  generally 
from  200  to  1,000  pounds,  dfepending  upon  the  size  of  the  craft;  and 
it  is  to  overcome  tne  permanent  tenaency  to  rise  represented  by  this 
reserve  that  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  suomerging  rudders 
or  the  hydroplanes  in  order  to  make  the  boat  sink  after  she  is  once 
put  in  motion. 

Now,  the  amount  of  water  that  must  be  taken  into  a  submarine 
vessel  to  bring  her  body  sufficiently  below  the  surface  for  readiness 
to  dive  constitutes  one  of  the  two  prime  distinctions  between  the 
submarine  and  the  submersible.  In  the  submarine  only  from  5 
per  cent  to  12  percent  of  her  total  submerged  bulk  lies  aoove  the 
surface  when  she  is  in  her  lightest  condition,  and  accordingly  nearly 
that  percentage  of  water  ballast  must  be  pumped  into  her  tanks  to 
bring  her  down  to  the  required  condition  preparatory  to  running  sub- 
merged. In  a  submersible,  on  the  other  hand,  two,  three,  ana  even 
four  times  this  percentage  of  water  ballast  must  be  pumped  into  her 
tanks  in  order  to  reduce  the  vessels  reserve  of  buoyancy  so  that  she 
may  be  forcibly  made  to  sink  out  of  sight.  It  is  the  height  out  of 
water  or  reserve  of  buoyancy  of  the  submersible  which  gives  her  her 
superior  sea-keeping  qualities,  which  permits  the  vessel  to  be  driven 
sately  on  the  surface  at  higher  rates  of  speed,  and  wliich  contributes 
in  other  ways  to  the  efficiency,  the  haoitability,  and  the  miUtary 
value  of  the  craft. 

The  second  prime  difference  between  the  submarine  and  the  sub- 
mersible Ues  in  the  form  of  hull.  As  the  great  bulk  of  the  true  sub- 
marine always  lies  below  the  surface,  the  first  aim  of  the  designer  is 
so  to  form  that  hull  that  it  will  offer  the  least  resistance  to  the  water. 
Experience  has  proved  that  a  cigar-shaped  body  is  the  best  for  this 
purpose,  but  it  is  not  the  best  for  surface  navigation.  The  submer- 
sible, on  the  other  hand,  relying  primarily  upon  surface  speed  to 
cover  long  distances  that  she  may  the  sooner  reach  the  fiela  where 
she  must  act  as  a  submerged  craft,  has  a  sliip-shaped  body  which 
enables  her  to  attain  this  end  better  than  the  sunmanne.  When  run- 
ning submerged,  however,  this  form  of  hull  offers  more  resistance  to 
the  water  than  that  of  the  cigar-shaped  body.  The  submersible  can 
go  farther  seaward,  can  hold  her  station  longer,  and  can  face  weather 
conditions  that  would  put  a  submarine  out  of  action.  While  her 
submerged  speed  is  less  than  that  of  a  submarine  ot  corresponding 
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displacement,  yet  she  is  a  far  more  formidable  craft  because  of  her 
wider  field  of  usefulness  and  the  measure  of  habit  ability  and  com- 
fort that  her  sea-keeping  faculties  assure  her  crew. 

When  the  submersible  was  first  designed,  her  great  reserve  of 
buoyancy  promised  to  be  a  serious  handicap,  because  of  the  length  of 
time  taken  to  fill  her  ballast  tanks  with  the  measure  of  water  needed 
to  bring  her  into  readiness  to  run  submerged.  In  the  earlier  French 
boats  this  took  nearly  half  an  hour,  as  compared  with  the  five  or  six 
minutes  required  by  the  submarines  of  that  date  to  reach  the  same 
stage.  Improved  pumping  facilities  and  a  better  system  of  handling 
these  large  volumes  of  water  have  revolutionized  this  feature,  and  in 
the  comparative  tests  between  the  submarine  Z  and  the  submersible 
AigretU  of  the  French  service,  in  1905,  the  latter  Ijoat  actually  beat 
the  submarine  in  this  very  particular.  Since  then  France  has  con- 
centrated her  efforts  upon  the  development  of  the  submersible. 

In  1902  Great  Britain  was  forced,  by  reason  of  French  activity  in  the 
field  of  submarine  navigation,  to  subscribe  to  popular  demand,  and  a  cer- 
tain number  of  Holland  boats  similar  to  our  vessels  of  the  Adder  class 
were  ordered  by  the  British  Admiralty  for  experimental  purposes. 
Almost  before  the  last  of  this  initial  group  of  five  was  finished  the 
British  naval  authorities  had  undertaken  improvements  on  their  own 
initiative,  and  the  A  1  was  the  pioneer  vessefof  the  so-called  "Admir- 
alty''  type.  The  A  1  was  not  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  vessel,  but 
before  her  fatal  sinking  in  1904  she  had  satisfied  the  Admiralty  that 
they  were  making  departures  in  the  right  direction.  They  had 
bought  the  experience  paid  for  by  the  United  States  Government  in 
developing  the  Adder  class,  and  our  British  brothers  were  intent  upon 
goin^  ahead  of  us.  The  rest  of  the  boats  of  the  "A'*  class — twelve  in 
number — contained  various  improvements,  but  all  of  them  retained 
the  cigar-shaped  form  of  Iiull,  with  its  limited  stability  and  its  haz- 
ardous tendency  to  plunge  voluntarily,  and  all  of  them  were  charac- 
terized bv  the  very  moderate  portion  of  their  bodies  remaining  above 
water  wRen  the  vessels  were  in  their  lightest  trim.  The  speed  of 
these  boats  had  been  steadily  increasing,  and  yet  nothing  had  been 
done  to  raise  their  bows  out  of  water,  so  that  when  runmng  rapidly 
the  mass  of  the  bow  wave  should  not  fall  on  the  vessel's  upper  oody 
and  tend  to  weight  her  down  by  the  head.  This  omission  was  given 
fatal  emphasis  by  the  sinking  of  the  A  8,  That  vessel  was  running 
in  a  smooth  sea  at  a  speed  of  10  knots  an  hour  and  with  a  considerable 
reserve  of  buoyancy.  Iler  stern  had  been  made  to  dip  a  couple  of 
degrees,  in  orcfer  to  bring  her  bow  up,  and  yet  the  volume  of  water 
sweeping  upon  her  deck  forward  forced  the  boat  under  before  her 
engines  could  be  stopped,  and  15  lives  paid  the  penalty. 
•  In  the  succeeding  boats  of  the  **A''  class,  and  in  the  later  vessels 
of  the  ''B''  and  **C"  classes,  a  superstructure  of  limited  proportions 
was  built  upon  the  cigar-shaped  body  of  the  main  hull.  The  primary 
intent  of  tnis  was  to  increase  the  reserve  of  buoyancy  in  tne  light 
condition,  to  cause  their  bows  to  rise  more  easily  to  tfie  sea,  and  to 
make  the  boats  more  stable  and  less  liable  to  dive  voluntarily  when 
running  on  the  surface  with  their  buoyancies  somewhat  reduced. 
Model  tank  experiments  in  this  country  had  previously  disclosed 
this  tendency  peculiar  to  the  diving  boat  with  the  cigar-shaped  form 
of  hull. 
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In  order  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible  the  angle  of  dip  needed  to 
drive  the  diving  boats  of  the  *'A"  class  initiaUv  imder  water,  the 
British  authorities  placed  a  single  pair  of  hydroplanes  on  the  vessels 
of  the  ''B'^  class,  and  located  them  in  the  miadle  of  the  boat  just 
forward  and  near  the  base  of  the  conning-tower.  They  projected 
horizontally — one  on  each  side-^like  a  pair  of  short,  broad  oare. 
They  were  intended  to  8up{)lement  the  cuvin]^  action  of  the  diving 
rudaer  at  the  stem,  by  causing  the  vessel  to  smk  bodily.  They  dia 
riot  exercise  any  control  over  tne  vessel's  horizontal  trim.  However, 
they  constituted  an  improvement. 

The  diving  boat  goes  under  water  head  first  by  reason  of  the  tilting 
action  of  horizontal  rudders  placed  at  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  to 
give  this  type  of  submarine  facility  in**  this  maneuver  the  craft  is 
purposely  made  instable  in  a  fore-and-aft  direction,  and  in  this  par- 
ticular may  be  popularly  likened  to  a  sUghtly  sluggish  seesaw.  The 
disadvantages  of  this  method  of  getting  under  water  increase  as  the 
vessel  grows  longer,  and  it  becomes  a  still  more  serious  matter  as 
the  vessel's  speecf  is  raised,  and  especiaUy  so  when  operating  in  waters 
of  moderate  depth.  The  even-keel  boat  simply  goes  down  on  an 
even  keel  and  assumes  none  of  these  dangerous  angles;  and,  unlike 
the  diving  boat,  she  works  better  the  more  stability  she  is  given. 

In  tiine  of  nervous  stress  the  best-trained  man  is  hable  to  err.  In 
the  case  of  a  diving  boat  running  at  high  speed  submei^ed  this  might 
cause  the  vessel  to  assume  a  dangerous  angle  of  inclination  and  either 
to  strike  the  bottom  or  to  invite  peril  in  a  number  of  different  ways. 
The  same  oversight  or  lapse  on  the  part  of  the  man  in  control  of  the 
hydroplanes  of  an  even-teel  boat,  however,  would  result  merely  in 
the  vessel  going  slowly  deeper  without  changing  the  direction  of  her 
line  of  motion.  The  diving  rudderman  must  be  skiUed  by  months  of 
careful  training  in  his  office  of  balancing  the  great  seesaw  which  his 
vessel  virtually  becomes;  while  the  hydroplane  man  can  be  taught 
all  that  is  required  of  him  in  a  few  hours,  and  his  task  is  quite  as 
simple  as  that  of  controlling  a  slow-speed  elevator. 

Within  the  past  year.  France  has  mcreased  her  force  by  ten  sub- 
mersibles,  Austria  has  ordered  two  more,  and  Norway  has  ordered 
one.  England  has  ordered  sixteen  more  submarine  vessels,  and  thir- 
teen of  these  belong  to  the  '*D"  type,  which  are  more  nearly  submer- 
sibles  than  submarines;  while  the  United  States  has  ordered  seven 
more  submarines  and  a  single  submersible. .  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  advent  of  this  single  submersible  in  our  submarine  flotilla  marks 
the  beginning  of  a  serious  official  determination  to  test  the  relative 
merits  of  both  types. 


.^%-'^.^ 


\^  *^     .       ^K 


%  ..'• 


><>    •<-- 


■>~^     '^. 


.!■    \-. 


'J         V 


V       V 


V-    ^ 


.  \ ' 


\V 


V-    ^ 


r, 


•^    N 


•J     V- 


,--N  '''j 


■^ 


